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by company, and troop by troop; ever ob- 
ferving that no mufter is to be made, but when 
the wind is in a crofs-point, which often hap­
pens at the end of a campaign, when half the 
men are deferred or killed. The C o u r a n t  
is fometimes ten deep, his ranks d o le: the 
P o s t - b o y  is generally in-files, for greater ex- 
adtnefs; and the P o s t - m a n  comes down upon 
you rather after the Turkilh way, fword in 
hand, pell-mell, without form or difciplinej 
but fare to bring men enough into the field; 
and wherever they are raifed, never to lofe a 
battle tor want of numbers.

N “ 43. Tuefday, July 19, 1709. 

S T E E L E  AND A D D I S O N .

----- Bene nummattm dectrat Suadela Venujque.
H o r .

‘ ‘ The goddefs o f  perfuafion forms his train,
** And V e n u s  decks the well bemoney’d fwaln.”

F r a n c i s .

W h i t e ’s Chocolare-houfe, July 18.

I Write from hence at prefent to complain, 
that wit and merit are fo little encouraged 

by people of rank and quality, that the wits of 
the age^are obliged to run within Temple-bar

for
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Ayuntamiento de Madrid



n

r *

4 3 T H E  T A T L E R . 423

for patronage. There is a deplorable inftance 
of this hind in the cafe ot Mr. D ’U r f e y , who 
has dedicated his inimitable comedy, called 
“ T h e  M o d e r n  P r o p h e t s ” ^,  to a worthy 
knight, to whom, it feems, he had before com­
municated his plan, which was, “  To ridicule 
“  the ridiculers of our eftablilhed dodrine.'*
I have elfewhere celebrated the contrivance of 
this excellent drama; but was not, until I read 
the dedication, wholly let into the religious 
defign of it. I am afraid, it has fufFered dif- 
cominuance at this gay end of the town, for no 
other reafon but the piety of the purpofe. 
There is however, in this epiftle, the true life 
of panegyrical performance; and I do not 
doubt but if  the patron would part with it, I 
can help him to others with good pretenfions 
to it, viz. of “  uncommon underftanding,’* 
who will give him as much as he gave for it, 
I know perfe6lly well a noble perfon, whom 
thefe words (which are the body of the pane­
gyric) w'ould fit to a hair.

f  “  Your eafinefs of humour, or rather your 
harmonious difpofition, is fo admirablymixed 

“  with your compofure, that the rugged cares 
“  and difturbance that public affairs bring with 
** it, which does fo vexatioufly affedl the heads

*  See N *  I ,  and N ^ i i .  T h e  recommendation o f
D ’U r fey  in the G u a r d i a n , 6 7 , atones for the rail­
lery and liberties taken w ith him as an author, in this an4 
fome other Papers. See G u a r d ia n , N ” 2 9 ;  and N ” 82. 

t  A n  extract from D ’ U r f e v ’ s Dedication,

' p e 4 of
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"  o f Other great men of bufinefs, &c. does 
“  fcarce ever rufHe your unclouded brow fo 
“  much as with a frown. And what above all 
‘ ‘ is praife-worthy, you are fo far from think- 
“  ing yourfclf better than others, that a flou- 
“  rilhing and opulent fortune, which, by a 

certain natural corruption in its quality, fel- 
“  dom fails to infcdt other pofTefldrs with pride, 
“  feems in this cale as if  only providentially 

difpofcd to enlarge your humility,
“  But I find. Sir, I am now got into a very 

“  large field, where though I could with great 
“  cafe raife a number of plants in relation to 
“  your merit of this plauditory nature; yet for 

fear of an author’s general vice, and that the 
“  plain jufiice I have done you ^ould by my 
“  proceeding, and others mifiaken judgement, 
“  be imagined flattery, a thing the bluntnefs 
“  o f my nature does not care to be concerned 

■ with, and which I alfo know you abomi- 
“  nate.”

It is wonderful to fee how many judges o f 
thefe fine things fpring up every day by the rife 
o f flocks, and other elegant'methods of abridg­
ing the way to learning and criticifm. But 1 
do hereby forbid all Dedications to any perfons
within thecityofLondon; except SirpRAN CIS*,

* Sir F rancis  and Sir Stephen  were evidently bankers 
the times; and o f  thofe the two moft eminent were Sir 

F rancis C hild  and Sir Stephen E v a n c e . SceN®46i 
JsW on A urengezebe ,

Sir
*! )>
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Sir S t e p h e n , and the Ba n k , will take epigrams 
and epiftles as value received for their notes; 
and the Eaft-India company accept o f heroic 
poems for their fealed bonds. Upon which 
bottom our publi(hers have full power to treat 
with the city in behalf of us authors, to enable 
traders to become patrons and fellows of the 
Royal Society*!*, as well as to receive certain 
degrees of Ikill in the Latin and Greek tongues, 
according to the quantity of the commodities 
which they take off their hands.

G r e c i a n  Coffee-houfe, July 18. J

The learned have fo long laboured under the 
imputation of drynefs and dulnefs in their ac­
counts of the phsenomena, that an ingenious 
gentleman of our fociety has refolved to write 
a fyftem of philofophy in a more lively method, 
both as to the matter and language, than has 
been hitherto attempted. He read to us the 
plan upon which he intends to proceed. I 
thought his account, by way of fable of the 
worlds about us, had fo much vivacity in it, 
that I could not forbear tranfcribing his hypo-

+ M r. W h is t o n ,  alluded to in the following part o f this 
Paper, was at this time propofed as a member o f  the Royal 
Society, and reje^ed. T h e  pretended account o f his hypo- 
thefis that follows is mere pleafantry, and not a quotation 
from his book, or any true account o f his “  T h eory .”

J  B y A d d i s o n .

thefis,
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thefis, to give the reader a tarte o f nay friend’s 
treatife, which is now in the prefs*.

“  The inferior deities, having ddigned on 
“  a day to play a game at football, kneaded 
“  together a numberlefs colledHon of dancing 
“  atoms into the form o f feven rolling globes: 
“  and that nature might be kept from a dull 

inactivity, each feparate particle is endued 
with a principle ot motion, or a power of 
attraction, whereby all the fever.d parcels of 
matter draw each other proportionably to 
their magnitudes and diflances into fuch a 
remarkable variety of different forms, as to 
produce all the wonderful appearances we 

“  now obferve in empire, philolbphy, and re­
ligion. Bat to proceed :

<(
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<< At the beginning of the game, each of the 
“  globes, being Itruck forward with a vaft 

violence, ran out of fight, and wandered in 
a ftraight line through the infinite fpaces, 

“  The nimble deities purfue, breathlefs al-

*  T h is  feems to be a banter upon M r. W h i s t o n ’ s book 
intitled “  PraleSiiones Pbyfua Mathematicee\ jhje Philofophia 
“  clarijjimi Newtoni Mathematica illujirata^ 2 jiO } ”  wherein 
he explained the Newtonian philofophy, which now began 
to grow into vogue. Both A d d i s o n  and S t e e l e  very 
much befriended W h i s t o n ; and, after his banifhment 
from Cambridge, promoted a fubfeription for his aftrono- 
mical lectures at Button’ s Coffee-houfe.

i t  appears from this Paper, that W histon ’s book was 
printed and publifhed in 1709, though it is dated on the 
title-page in 1710. T h is  is commonly done. T h e  prin­
ters begin their year in November.

** mofl.
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moft, and fpent in the eager chace j each o f  
them caught hold o f  one, and damped it 
w ith  his n am e; as, S a t u r n , J u p i t e r , 
M a r s , and fo o f  the reft. T o  prevent this 
inconvenience for the future, the leven are 
condemned to a precipitation, w h ich  in our 
inferior ftile we call gravity. Thus the 
tangential and centripetal forces, by* their 
counterftruggle, make the edeftial bodies 
deferibe an exadi: ellipfts.

“  T h e r e  w ill  be added to this an appendix, 
in defence o f  the firft day o f  the term ac­
cording to the *  O x ford  almanack, by a 
learned knight-f* o f  this realm, w ith  an apo­
logy for the faid k n ig h t ’s manner o f  drefs; 
proving, that his habit, according to this 
hypothefis, is the true modern and falhion- 
a b l e j ;  and that buckles are not to be worn, 
by this fyftem, until the tenth o f  M arch m 
the year 1 7 1 4 ,  w h ich ,  according to the c o m ­
putation o f  fome o f  our greateft divines, is 
to be the fir ft year o f  the millennium  ; in 
w h ic h  blefted age all habits v/ul b--? reduced 
to a primitive fimplicity; and whoever ftiall 
be found to have perfevered in a conftancy 
o f  drefs, in fpite o f  all the-allurements o f

♦  See N** 3 9 J  a n d  G u a r d i a n ,  N " 1 0 7 .
+ S i r W i L L i A M  W h i t l  C K J , K.nt. Member for O xon , 

Bencher o f the Middle Temple, and Queen's bene.int. 
He is alfo alluded to, under the n ame of “  Dear S h  j e -  

S T R I N G S , ”  which i t  would k e m  that he wore inftead o f  

buckles, N® 38. P .
“  prophane

I
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“  prophane and heathen habits, {hall be re- 
“  warded with a never-fading doublet of a 
“  thoufand years. A ll points in the fyflem, 
“  which are doubted, fliall be attefled by the 
“  knight’s extemporary oalh^, for the fatis- 
** fadion of his readers.”

W i l l ’s CofFee-houfe, July 18.

W e were upon the heroic ftrain this even­
ing j and the queftion was, “  What is the true 
“  Sublime?” Many very good difcourfes hap­
pened thereupon j after which a gentleman J-at 
the table, who is it feems, writing on that 
fubjed, alTumed the argument; and though 
he ran through many inftances o f Sublimity 
from the ancient writers, faid, “  he had hardly 
“  known an occafion wherein the true great- 
“  nefs o f foul, which animates a general in 
“  adion, is fo well rcprefented, with regard to 
“  the perfon of whom it was fpoken, and the 
** time in which it w'as writ, as in a few lines 
“  in a modern poem. “ There is,” continuedhe, 
“  nothing fo forced and conflrained, as what

* The W hig? at this time vented their reproaches againft 
the E. of Nottingham, who drefled always as he had done 
in his youth. I'he raillery levelled at his lordlhip’s long 
pockets and large buttons is pleafant and inofFenfive, but 
there is nothing afeertained in hiftory to juftify infinuations 
againft his veracity. Whatever might be the bent of this 
earl’s political principles, no W hig nobleman appears to 
have been more fincere or fteady in his endeavours to efta- 
hlilh the fucceflion of the crown in a proteftant family.

+ Probably Mr. Welfted, who publilhed about this time 
 ̂ traiiflation of Longinus ni|»

“  we
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we frequently meet with in tragedies; to 
make a man under the weight o f great for- 
row, or full of meditation upon what he is 
foon to execute, call: about for a fimile to 
what he himfelf is, or the thing which he is 
going to ad : but there is nothing more 
proper and natural for a poet, whofe bufinefs 
it is to defcribe, and who is fpedator of one 
in that circumftance, when his mind is work­
ing upon a great image, and that the ideas 
hurry upon his imagination— I fay, there is 
nothing fo natural, as for a poet to relieve 
and clear himfelf from the burden of thought 
at that time, by uttering his conception in 
fimile and metaphor. The higheft ad of 
the mind of man is to poflefs itfelf with 
tranquility in imminent danger, and to have 
its thoughts fo free, as to ad  at that time 
without perplexity. .The ancient authors 
have compared this fedate courage to a rock 
that remains immoveable amidft the rage of 
winds and waves; but that is too ftupid and 
inanimate a fimilitude, and could do no 
credit to the hero. At other times they are 
all of them wonderfully obliged to a Libyan 
lion, which may give indeed very agreeable 
terrors to a defeription, but is no compliment 
to the perfon to whom it is applied: eagles, 
tigers, and wolves, are made ufe of on the 
fame occafion, and very often with much 
beauty; but this is ftill an honour done to 
the brute rather than the hero. Mars,

“  Pallas,

r--;
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P a l l a s , B a c c h u s , and H e r c u l e s , have 
each of them furniOied very good fimilies in 
their time, and made doubtlefs, a greater 
imprellion on the mind of a heathen, than 
they have on that of a modern reader. But 
the Sublime image that I am talking of, and 
which I really think as great as ever entered 
into the thought of man, is in the poem 
called ‘ T h e  C a m p a i g n ^ j ’ where the 
fimile of a miniftering angel fets forth the 
mort ledate and the moll a<ftive courage, 
engaged in an uproar of nature, a confufion 
of elements, and a feene of divine vengeance. 
Add to all, that thefe lines compliment the 
general and his queen at the fame time, and 
have all the natural horrors heightened by 
the image that was ftill frefli in the mind 
of every r e a d e r :

‘  ’ Twas then great M arl bro ’s mighty foul was 
prov’d,

‘  T h a r ,  in th e  I h o c k  o f  c h a r g i n g  h o f ls  u n m o v ’d ,
‘ Amidft confufion, horror, and defpair,
‘ Examin’d all the dreadful feenes of war;
‘ In peaceful thought the field o f death furvey’d,
‘  To fainting fquadrons fent the timely aid,

Id ■

*  B y  A ddison, p u b l i f i i e d  in  1 7 0 4 .  

f  T h e  a u t h o r  a l l u d e s  h e r e  t o  t h e  t e r r i b l e  t e m p e f t  w h i c h  

h a p p e n ' d  i n  N o v e m b e r  1 7 0 3 ,  a n d  m a d e  f a d  h a v o c k  in  

E n g l a n d ,  a n d  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  E u r o p e .  I n  1 7 0 4 ,  D .  D c  

F o e  p u b i i f l u ' d  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  d i f a f t e r s  i t  p r o d u c e d ,  u n ­

d e r  t h e  t i t l e  o f  “  T h e  S t o r m . ”  P r i c e  3 s .  6 d .  P r i n t e d  f o r  

G .  S a w b r i d g e ,  b y  J .  N u t t .

‘ Infpir’d
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* Infpir’d repuls’d battalions to engage,
* And taught the doubtful battle where to rage#
‘ So when an Angel, by divine command,
‘ With riling teimpefts fhakts a guilty land,
‘ Such as of late o’er pale B ritamnia  paft,
* Calm and ferene he drives the furious blaft;
‘ And, pleas’d th’ Almighty’s orders to perform,
* Rides in the whirlwind, and directs the ftorm*.

** The whole poem is fo exquifitely noble and 
“  poetic, that I think it an honour to our na- 
“  tion and language*!-.

The gentleman concluded his critique on this 
work, by faying that “  he efteemed it wholly 
“  new, and a wonderful attempt to keep up 
“  the ordinary ideas of a march of an army, 
“ juft as they happened, in fo warm and great 

a ftyle, and yet be at once familiar and he­
roic. Such a performance is a chronicle as 
well as a poem, and will preferve the me­
mory of our hero, when all the edifices 

“  and ftatues eredted to his honour are blended 
“  with common duft.’*

* Pfalm cxlviii. 8.
t  Dr. Johni'on, fpeaking of this paflage of The Cam- 

“  paign,”  fays, “  Perhaps this thought, though hardly a 
was remote from vulgar conceptions, and required 

“  a great labour of refearch, or dexterity of application.”  
Dr. Maddan [he addsj once gave me his opinion : “  If I 
“  had fet, faid he, ten fchool-boys on the oattle of Blen- 
“  heim, and eight had brought me the jin g e l^  I fhould not 
“  have been furprized.”  D i. J''HNSOn’s “  Lives of Engl. 
“  d'oe s,”  Vo). Ii. p. 408 and 410.

J B l e n h e i m  H o u se  feems not l ikely to blend with 
common duft, for a great while to come,

N- 44.
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