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Blufh nor, my Fair-one, that thy Love applauds thee.
N or be it painful to my wedded W ife
T hat my full heart o’erflows in praife o f  thee.
Thou art by law, by incereft, palTion, mine:
Paflion and reafon join in Love o f thee.
Thus, through a world o f calumny and fraud.
W e pafs both unreproach’d, both undeceiv’d ; 
W hile in each other’s interefl: and happinefs.
W e without art all faculties employ.
And all our fenfes without guilt enjoy.

N** 50. Thurfday, Augufl 4, 1709.

S T E E L E .

§uicquid agunt homines "■ —
nojiri ejl farrago libelli,

Juv. Sat, i. 85, 86,

“  Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
“ Our medley Paper feizes for its theme.” P,

W h i t e ’s Chocolatc-houfe, Auguft 2.

The Hiftory of O r l a n d o  t h e  F a i r .

W H A T E V E R  malicious men may fay of 
our L u c u b r a t io n s , we have nodelign 

hut to produce unknown merit, or place in a 
proper light the adions of our contemporaries

who
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who labour to diainguiHi themfelves, whether 
it be by vice or virtue. For we {liaH never 
give accounts to the world of any thing, but 
what the lives and endeavours of the perfons, 
o f whom we treat, make the bafis of their 
fame and reputation. For this reafon, it is to 
be hoped that our appearance is reputed a 
public benefit ; arid though certain perfons 
may turn what we mean for panegyric into 
Icandal, let it be anfwered once for all, that 
i f  our praifes are really defigned as raillery, 
fuch malevolent perfons owe their fafety from 
It, only to their being too inconfiderable for 
hiftory. It is not every man who deals in 
rats-bane, or is unfeafonably amorous, that 
can adorn Rory like iEscuLA Pius*; nor every 
flock-jobber of the India Company can afi'ume 
the port, and perfonate the figure of Au- 
RENGEZEBE'^. My noblc anceftor, Mr, 
Sh a k s p e a r e , who was of the race o f the 
St a f f s , was not more fond of the memo­
rable Sir J ohn F a l s t a f f , than I am of thofe 
VV^orthies; but the Latins have an admirable 
admonition exprefled in three words, to wit, 
Ne quid nmis%, which forbids my indulging 
myfelf on thofe delightful fubjeds, and calls 
me to do juftice to others, who make no lefs 
figures in our generation : o f fuch, the firlf

* Dr. Radcliffe. SeeTAT.N“44j N«a6; N«a7-
aridN- 67. . tSeeN->46. 4®, in 47,

X “  Tno much of one thing is good for nothing.”  P r o v .

4  and
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and moft renowned is, that eminent hero and 
lover O r l a n d o   ̂ the Handfome, vvhofe dii- 
appointments in love, in gallantry, and in war, 
have banillied him from public view, and made 
him voluntarily enter into a confinement to 
which the ungrateful age would otherwife have

♦  R obert  F ie ld ing , E fq; commonly known then by 
the name o f B eau  Fielding^ a handfome and very comely 
gentleman, much diftinguiflied in the “  Annals o f G aU  
“  lantry”  at th^t time. He was tried for felony at the O ld - 
Bailey, D ec. 4, 1706. He had married, as the indiifm ent 
holds forth, N ov. 25, 1705, the moft noble B a r b a r a  
duchefs o f C l e v e l a n d , having a former wife then living, 
in  the courfe o f  the evidence on this trial, it appears, that 
fixteen days before, v iz . N ov. 9 , 1^705, M rs. V i l l a r s , a 
very bad woman, had artfully drawn him into a marriage 
with one Mary lyadfworth fpinfter, on the miftaken belief 
o f her being M rs. Deleauy a widow , with a fortune of 
6 o ,o o o l. His marriage with the duchefs was therefore fet 
alide, and her grace was allowed the liberty o f marrying 
again. He craved the benefit o f his clergy, and when fen- 
tence was given, that he Jhoutd be burnt in his hand, produced 
the queen’ s warrant to fufpend execution, and was admitted 
to bail. T ria l o f  R obert  F ie l d in g , Efq; & c . folio. 
Lond. 1708, pajftm.

F ie l d in g , having injured his fortune by his gallantry 
and extravagance in early life, repaired the breaches he had 
made in it, by his firft marriage with the countefs o f  Pu r- 
BECK, a widow lady o f an ancient and noble family in Ire­
land, who had a large fortune of her ow n, to which fhe 
had added confiderably by a former marriage: fhe was the 
only daughter and heirefs o f  B a rnh aw  Sw i f t ,  Lord 
C a r lin g f o r d , who was of the fame faniily with the dean 
o f  St. Pa t r i c k ’s. F ielding  is faid to have lived happily 
for fome years with this lady, who was a zealous Roman- 
catholic, and could have no great difficulty »n inducing a 
man who had no religion, to profefs himfelf a profelyte to 
her religious perfuafion. See T a t LER, N ’  5 1, and Notes.

forced
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forced him. Ten lujlra *  and more are wholly 
pafTed fince O r l a n d o  firft appeared in the 
metropolis o f this ifland: his dcfcent noble, 
his wit humourous, his perfon charming. 
But to none of thde recommendatory advan­
tages was his title fo undoubted, as that o f his 
beauty. His complexion was fair, but his 
countenance manly 5 his Mature of the talleft, 
his lhape the moft exadt: and though in all his 
limbs he had a proportion as delicate as we 
fee in the works o f the moft ikilful ftatuaries, 
his body had a ftrength and firmnefs little in­
ferior to the marble o f which fuch images are 
formed. This made O r l a n d o  the univerfal 
flame of all the fair fex \ innocent virgins figh- 
ed for him, as A don i s  j experienced widows, 
as H e r c u l e s , Thus did this figure walk 
alone the pattern and ornament o f our fpccies, 
but of courfe the envy of all who had the fame 
palTions without his fuperior merit, and pre­
tences to the favour of that enchanting crea­
ture, woman. However, the generous O r ­
l a n d o  believed himfelf formed for the world, 
and not to be ingrofted by any particular af- 
fedtion. He fighcd not for Delia, for Chlo- 
ris, for Chloe, for Betty, nor my lady, nor 
for the ready chamber-maid, nor diftant ba- 
ronefs : woman was his miftrefs, and the 
whole fex his feraglio. His form was always 
irrefiftible; and if we confider, that not one

*  T e n  lujlra amount to half a century. Above fifty.

of
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of five hundred can bear the lead: favour from 
a lady without being exalted above himfelfj 
i f  alfo we muft allow, that a fmile from a 
fide-box has made Jack Spruce half mad; we 
cannot think it wonderful that O r l a n d o 's 
repeated conquefts touched his brain : fo it 
certainly did, and O r l a n d o  became an 
enthufiaft in love; and in all his addrefs, 
contradted fomething out of the ordinary 
courfe o f breeding and civility. However, 
powerful as he was, he would Hill add to 
the advantages o f his perfon, that of a pro- 
fefiion which the ladies always favour, and 
immediately commenced foldier Thus 
equipped for love and honour, our hero feeks 
diftant climes and adventures, and leaves the 
defpairing nymphs of Grcat-Britain, to the 
courtfiiips of beaux and witlings till his re­
turn. His exploits in foreign nations and 
courts have not been regularly enough com­
municated unto us, to report them with that 
veracity which we profefs in our narrations: 
but after many feats of arms (which thofe 
who were witnefies to them- have fupprefied 
out of envy, but which we have had faithfully 
related from his own mouth in our public 
ftreets) O r l a n d o  returns home full, but oot 
loaded, with years. Beaux born in his abfence

* F ielding  embarked in the fortunes of K .  J ames II* 
who gave him the nomination of colone), and for whom he. 
raifed a regiment in his native county of Warwick,

made
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made it their bufinefs to decry his furniture, 
his drefs, his manner; but all fuch rivalry he 
fupprelTed (as the Philofopher did the fceptic, 
who argued there was no fuch thing as mo­
tion) by only moving. The beauteous V il - 
L A R i A * ,  who only was formed for his para­
mour, became the objea of his alfedlion. His 
firft fpeech to her was as follows:

M a d a m ,

It is not only that nature has made us 
“  two the moft accomplilhed of each fex, 
“  and pointed to us to obey her dilates in 
“  becoming one; but that there is alfo an 

ambition in following “f* the mighty perfons 
' '  you have favoured. Where kings and he- 
“  roes, as great as A l e x a n d e r , or fuch as 
“  could perfonate A l e x a n d e r i ,  have bowed, 
“  permit your General to lay his laurels.'^

According to M i l t o n ;

The Fair with confcious majelly approved 
His pleaded rcafon.'— *

* Ba r b a r a , daughter and heirefs to W il l ia m  V i t i  
vifcount G r a n d Ison of the kingdom of Ire-

t  O rlando, though not the laft in the motley pro- 
ceffion, came after a long promifeuous train of kin?. Jords* 
and commons. * *

t  An allufion to G oodman the player, who was one of 
the multifarious train above-mentioned.

Fortune
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Fortune having nowfupplied O r l a n d o  with 
neceffaries for his high tafte of gallantry and 
pleafure, his equipage and cecononiy had fome- 
thing in them more fumptuous and gallant 
than could be received in our degenerate age  ̂
therefore his figure, though highly graceful, 
appeared fo exotic, that it alTembled all the 
Britons under the age of fixteen, who faw his 
grandeur, to follow his chariot with Ihouts 
and acclamations ; which he regarded with 
the contempt which great minds affedb in the 
inidft o f applaufes. I remember, I had the 
honour to fee him one day ftop, and call the 
youths about him, to whom he fpake as 
follow'S :

** Good baftards— Go to fchool, and do not 
“  lofe your time in following trr/ wheels: I am 
“  loth to hurt you, bccaufe I know not but 
“  you are all my own offspring: hark ye, you 
“  finah with the white hair, I am fure you 
“  are mine : ✓ there is half a crown. Tell 
“  your mother, this, with the half Crown I 
“  gave her when I got you, comes to five 
“  Ihillings. Thou haft coft me all that, and 
“  yet thou art good for nothing. W hy, you 
** young dogs, did you never fee a man be- 
“ fore?" * Never fuch a one as you, noble 
“  general,’ replied a truant from Weftminfter. 
** Sirrab, I believe thee: there is a crown for 
“  thee. Drive on, coachman.”

This vehicle, though facred to love, was not 
adorned with doves: fuch an hieroglyphic de­

noted
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noted too k n g u i f h in g  a paflion. O r l a n d o  
therefore gave the eagle * ,  as being o f  a con- 
Ritution w hich  inclined him rather to feize his 
prey w ith  talons, than pine for it  w ith  m ur­
murs.

From my own Apartment, Auguft 2.

I have received the fo l low ing  letter from 
M r .  P oW E L  -f o f  Bath, who, 1 th ink,  runs 
from  the point between u s ; w h ich  I leave the 
w hole  world to jud ge.

T o  I s a a c  B i c k e r s t a f f , E fquire .

<1 S I R, Bath, July 28.

(( H a v in g  a great deal o f  more advan­
tageous bufinefs at prefent on m y hands, I 

“  thou gh t  to have deferred anfwering your 
** T a t l e r  o f  th etw en ty-f ir l l  in ftan tj  until the 
“ company was gone, and feafon o v e r ;  but

*  T h e  F ieldings give the Spread EagUy as counts o f 
the German Empire. Beau F ielding  having given on his 
c'arriage fome peculiar part o f  Lord Denbigh’s arms, Bafil, 
the 4th Earl o f that fam ily, got a houfe-painter to daub 
his coat o f arms all over, in the public ring, in broad day.

t  O ur friend the T a t l e r , und-r the notion o f  M r. 
“  Po w e l l  at the Bath, ha?, in my mind, entered into the 
“  depth o f the argument in difpute [between Ben Hoadly  
“  and the bifhop of Ex e t e r ] and given a complete anfwer 
“  to all that the reverend bifljop either can or wilt fay upon 
“  the fubjedt.”  ** Correfpondence”  of John Hughes, 
E fq j 1772 , V o l. I, Let. 8. p. 38. J See N** 44.

“  having
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having refolved not to regard any imperti- 
nencies of your Paper, except what relate 
particularly to me, I am the more eafily in­
duced to anfwer you, as I ihall find time to 
do it< Firft, partly left you ftiould think 
yoqrfelf negleded, which I have reafon to 
believe you would take heinoufiy ill^. Se- 
condlyj partly becaufe it will increafe my 
fame, and corifequently my aadience, when 
all the quality ftiall fee with hovV much wit 
and raillery I Ihew you— I do not care a 
farthing for you. Thirdly, partly becaufe 
being without books if  1 do not ftiew 
much learning, it will not be imputed to 
my having none.

* “  R ev. Sir,
I  w a s  i n  f u c h  f u l l  b u f i n e f s . —  t h a t  w h e n  y o u r  l e t t e r  

o f  C o n f i d e r a t i o n s  c a m e  t o  m y  h a n d s ,  I  c o u l d  o n l y  d i p  

“  i n t o  i t ,  b u t  h a d  n o t  t i m e  t o  g i v e  i t  a  t h o r o u g h  r e a d i n g  ; 

“  a n d  w h e n  ( f o o n  a f t e r  I  c a m e  h i t h e r )  I  d i d  r e a d  i t  a l l  

“  o v e r ,  -it w a s  a t  f i r f t  w i t h o u t  a n y  d e f i g n  o f  g i v i n g  a n  

“  a n f w e r  t o  i t ,  a t  l e a f t  n o t  t i l l  I  f t i o u ld  f i n d  m o r e  l e i f u r e ,  

a n d  b e t t e r  c o n v e n i e n c i e s  f o r  i t  t h a n  I  c a n  h a v e  h e r e ,  

“  w h e r e  I  n o t  o n l y  h a v e  n o  b o o k s  p r o p e r  f o r  t h e  p u r p o f e ,  

“  b u t  m a y  a l f o  e x p e £ l  t o  f i n d  m o r e  o t h e r  n e c e f i a r y  b u T in e f s ,  

“  t h a n  t h e  p h y f i c i a n s  w i l l  a l l o w  a n y  p e r f o n  in  a  c o u r f e  o f  

“  d r i n k i n g  t h e f e  w a t e r s  t o  g i v e  a  d u e  a t t e n d a n c e  t o .  B u t  

a f t e r  I  h a d  r e a d  i t  o v e r ,  & c .  I  fo rm  a l t e r e d  m y  m i n d ,  

a n d  t o o k  a  r e f o l u t i o n  o f  a n f w e r i n g  y o u  f r o m  h e n c e ,  a c -  

“  c o r d i n g  a s  I  f t i o u i d  b e  a b l e  t o  f in d  l e i f u r e  a n d  c o n v e -  

“  n i e n c e : b e c a u f e  I  f a w  I  ( h o u l d  h a v e  l i t t l e  m o r e  t o  d o ,  

“  t h a n  o n l y  t o  u n d e r g o  t h e  f a t i g u e  o f  w r i t i n g , ”  hcc. 
“  B i f l i o p o f  E x e t e r ' s A n f w e r  t o  M r .  H p a d l y ’ s L e t t e r , ”  

L o n d o n ,  1 7 0 9 ,  p a g e  2 .

+ H i s  L o r d f l i i p  u f e s  t h e / e  w o r d s  i n  h i s  “  A n f w e r , ”  

P * ige  3 j S e e  N® 4 4 ,  p .  4 3 9 ,  Note. S i g n e d  D r .  H o a d l y .  

V o L .  I. K  k ‘ ‘ I have
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** I havetravelIcdItaly,France, andSpain,and 
fully comprehend whatever any German a r ­

t i s t *  in the world can do: vetcannot I ima- 
‘ gine, why you fliould endeavour to difturb the 

“  repofe and plenty which, though unworthy, I 
"  enjoy at this place. It cannot be, that you take 

offence at my prologues and epilogues, which 
you are plcafed to mifcall foolifh and abufive. 
No, no, until you give a better-f', I fhall not 
forbear thinking that the true reafon o f your 

“  picking a quarrel with me was, becaufe it is 
more agreeable to your principles, as well as 
more to the honour of your allured viiflory, 
to attack a governor. Mr. I s a a c , Mr. I s a a c ,  

I can fee into a mill-fione as far as another, 
“  as the faying isj you are for fowing the feeds 
** of fedition and difobedience among my pup- 
“  pets, and your zeal for the good old caufc 
“  would make you perfuade P u n c h  to pull the 
“  firing from his chops, and not move his jaw 

when I have a mind he fhould harangue. 
Now, I appeal to all men, i f  this be not con­
trary to that unaccountable and uncontroul- 

“  able dominion, which by the laws of nature I 
' exercifeover them; for all forts of wood and 

were made for the ufe and benefit of

ft

ft
ft
ft

ft
ft wire

*  S e e  SpECT. N ” 3 1 ,  a n d  t h i s  A r t i s t ’s ^tiv. p .  5 0 2 .  

t  “  A n d  t i l l  I  c a n  h e a r  o f  a  b e t t e r  r e a f o n ,  k c .  1 ( h a l l  

“  n o t  f o r b e a r  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h e  t r u e  r e a f o n  o f  i t  w a s ,  b e -  

“  c a u f e  1 a m  ( t h o u g h  u n w o f i h v ,  y e t  b y  G o d ’ s p e r m iiT io n  

“ a n d  t h e  Q u e e n ’ s f a v o u r )  a  B i s h o p ; . a n d  a  B i s h o p  is  

“  t h o u g h t  b y  f o m e  p e o p l e  t o  b e  a  f o r t  o f  a n  e c c l e f r a f t i c a l  

“  G o v e r n o r , ”  & c . Ib id en ii p, i .

M man *.

m
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man I have therefore, an unqueftlonable 
right to frame, fafhion, and put them toge­
ther as I pleafej and having made them what 
they are, my puppets are my property, and 
therefore my flaves: nor is there in nature 
any thing more juft, than the homage which 
is paid by a lefs to a more excellent being: 
fo that by the right, therefore, o f a fuperior 
genius, I am their fupreme moderator, al­
though you would infinuate, agreeably to 
your levelling principles, that I am myfelf 
but a great puppet, and can therefore have 
but a co-ordinate jurifdidtion with them. I 
fuppofe, I have now fufliciently made it ap­
pear, that I have a paternal right to keep a 
puppet-fliow, and this right I will maintain 
in my prologues on all occafions.
“  And, therefore, if  you write a defence o f 
yourfelf again ft this my felf-defence, I ad- 
monifti you to keep within bounds; for every 
day will not be fo propitious to you as the 
twenty-ninth of April j and perhaps my re- 
fentment may get the better o f my genero- 
fity, and I may no longer fcorn to fight one 
who is not my equal, with unequal weapons: 
there are fuch things as fcandalums magna-

*  F ilme.r publifhed two books, the one on the “  Anar- 
“  chy of Limited M onarchy,”  the other on “  Patriarchal 
“  Governm ent j”  in which he labours to prove, that all 
government ought to be abfolute and m onarchical; that 
paternal is the um e as royal authority, and implies defpotic 
power.

K  k 2 turns j

H

II

i
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** tu r n s *  j therefore, take heed hereafter how 
you write fuch things as I cannot eafily an- 

“  fwer, for that will put me in a paflion.
“  I order you to handle only thefe two pro- 

“  portions, to which our difpute may be re- 
“  duced: the firft, whether I have not an ab- 

folute power, whenever I pleafe, to light a 
“  pipe with one of P unch ’s legs, or warm my 
“  fingers with his whole carcale ? the fecond, 

whether the devil would not be in P unch, 
ihould he by word or deed oppofe my fove- 

“  reign will and pleafure ? and then, perhaps, 
“  I may, if  I can find leifure for it, give you 
“  the trouble of a fecond letter.

“  But if you intend to tell me of the original 
“  of puppet-lhows “f* j and the feveral changes 
“  and revolutions that have happened in them 
“  fince T h espis, and I do not care who, that 
“  is N o l i  m e t a n g e r e !  I have folemnly engaged 
“  to fay nothing of what I cannot approve. 

Or, if  you talk of certain contracts with 
the mayor and burgelfes, or fees to the

*  “  W h y ,  Sir, i .  A s  to other anfwer, I don’ t know  
“  but that 1 might anfwer it  b y  an action o f  fca n d . mag, 
“  but that I  ftiould fcorn to fight an adverfary w ith  un- 
“  equal weapons.”

“  Bifhop o f  E ĵ e t e r ’ s A n fw e r ,”  & c .  u t fu p r o j  p. 27.
+ “  Allufions to Bifhop B l a c k a l l ’s peevim expreffions 

“  in the conclufion o f  his anfwer from Bath, to M r .  
“  H o a d l y ’s Confiderations,”  & c .  “  I f  your reply Jhall he

about orig in al contracts, revolutions^ i^ c . I  te ll you plainly 
“  that I  an’ t  a t leifure^ nor I  Jhan’ t  be at leifure^ nor 1  w on't 
“  be at leifure^ to w rite  you fo  much as one fm g le  line about 
“  fu c h  matters,**

4 * *  conftables.
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* conftables, for the privilege o f adUng, I 
‘ will not write one fingle word about any 
‘ fuch matters; but fliall leave you to be 
‘ mumbled by the learned and very ingenious 
' author of a late book, who knows very well 
‘ what is to be faid and done in fuch cafes.
“ He is now fiiuffling the cards, and dealing 
'* to T im o t h y  5 but i f  he wins the game, I 

will fend him to play at back-gammon with 
“  you } and then he will fatisfy you, that duce-- 

ace makes five,
“  And fo, fubmitting myfelf to be tried by 

“  my country, and allowing any jury o f twelve 
“  good men, and true, to be that country^; 
“  not excepting any unlefs M r. Is a a c  B i c - 
“  K E R S T A F F  to be o f the pannel, for you are 

neither good nor tru ef. I bid you heartily 
farewell j and am,

“  S i r ,
“  Your loving friend,

“  P O W E L . "

♦  “  R efen in g  m yrd f to be tried by G o d  and my coun- 
“  try , not excepting acainft anyone perfon’s beins on the 
“  pannel, but only M r. Benjamin  H o a d l y , ReSlor o f  
“  St. Peter's P o o r”  Ibidem, page 22. T h e  B ishop’s 
“  A nfw er,”  See. is dated Bath, M ay 10, 1709.

t  M r. H o a d l y , after his advancement to the fee o f 
W inchefter, having accidentally difeovered that Bilhop 
B l a c k a l l ’s widow was in indigent circumftances, gene- 
roufly fettled upon her an annuity o f 50I.

CuTTs fof the Hift. Part of this Paper, are adver- 
tifed here in ih e T A X  in folio. See N®48, p. 481.
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