
jifwsibk, both to my duty and my inclina-
tion. I am yours, i5cc. R. B.' 

C. 

N a 28.] Monday, ^/iriltl, 1711,1 
N e q u r wmper arciim 

Ten Ji t A polio. flM". L i b . O d . 1.19. 
Kor does Apollo always bend bis bow, 

I SHALL here present my reader with a 
letter from a prr^ector, concerning a new 
"ffic*-, which he thinks may very much con-
trihute to the embellishment of the city, 
ami to the driving barbarity out of our 
greets. I consider it as a satire upon pro-
jectors m general, and a lively picture of 
the whole art of modem criticism. 

' SIR,—Observing that you have thoughts 
of creating certain officers under you^ for 
the inspeclioti of several petty enormities 
which you yourself cannot attend to; and 
finding dailv absurdities hung out upon the 
sign-posts of this cit •, to the great scandal 
of forcignei-s, as wel as those of our own 
countr), who are curiou's spectators of the 
a m e ; I do humbly propose that you will 
M pleased to make me your superintendant 

a " such figures and devices, as are or 
shall be made use of on this occasion; with 
^11 powers to rectify or expunge whatever 
1 shall find irregular or defective. For 
want of such an officer, there is nothing 
bke sound literature and good sense to be 
m « with in those objects that are every 
where thrusting themselves out to the eve, 
and endeavouring to bccome visible. Our 
streets are fiUed with blue boars, black 
swans, and red lions; not to mention flying 
pigs, and hogs in armour, with many other 
crcatures more extraordinary than ajiy in 
the descru Africa. Strange! that one 
who has all the birds and beasts in nature 
to choose out of, should live at the sign of 
an An* Halionu.' 

be, like 
that of Hereules, to clear the city from 

foSif,^, I" place, i V o ^ 
t ^ i d that creatures of arring and incon-

t o g e S n 

T h e U ^ ^ ^ ^ K ^ ' ' ^ and the gridinin. 
1 ne tox and the goose may be supposed to 
ha% e met, but what has the fox aJ^^he 
vcn ^ r s to do together? A n d T h ^ ^ 
t ^ l a m b and dolphin ever meet, w m 
u ^ a sign post? As for the cat and fidd^ 

t h e r e f o r r i do 
not intend that any thintr T h^v^ • j 
^ o u l d affect i^ ( m u T t ^ V ^ v ^ ^ o ^ s e ^ e 
to you upon this subject, that it is usuK for 
a young tn^esman , at his first setting u T 
w ^ 1° that of the S r 
whom h e served; as the husband S ^ r 
m ^ a g e , gives a place to his m i « r ^ ' s 
m ^ m his own coat. This I take 5 W 
w h S , ^ absurtStie! 

are committed over our headsV^d! 
as I am informed, first occasioned the three 

nuns and ahare , which we see so frequently 
joined together. Iwouldthereforeestablisli 
certain rules, for the determiiutig how far 
one tradesman may give the sign OT another, 
and in what cases. he may be allowed to 
quarter it with his own. 

' In the third place, I would enjoin every 
shop to make use of a sign which bears 
some affinity to t he wares in which it deals. 
W h a t can be more inconsistent, than to see 
a bawd at the sign of the angel, or a t^ lo r 
at the lion? A cook should not live at the 
boot, nor a shoemaker at the roasted pig; 
and yet, for want of this regulation, I have 
seen a goat set up before the door of a per-
fumer, and the French king's head at a 
sword-cutler's. 

'An ingenious foreigner observes, that se-
veral of those gentlemen who value them-
selves upon their families, and overlook 
such as are bred to trade, bear the tools of 
their forefathers in their coats of arms. I 
will not examine how true this is in fact. But 
though it may not be neccssaty for posterity 
thus to set up the sign of their forefathers, 
I think it highly proper for those who ac-
tually profess the traae to show some such 
m a r t s of it before their doors. 

• W h e n the name dvesanoccasionfor an 
ingenious sign-post, Iwould likewise adnse 
the owner to take that opportunity of let-
ting the world know who h e is. Ic would 
have been ridiculous for the ingenious Mrs. 
Salmon to have lived at the sign of the 
trout; for which reason she has erected be-
fore her house the figure of the fish that is 
her namesake. Mr. ̂ 1 1 has likewise dis-
tinguished himself by a device of the same 
nature: and here, sir, I must beg leave to 
^ s e n - e toyou, that this particular figure 
ct a bell has given occasion to several pieces 
of wit in this kind. A man of ycurreading 
must know, that Abel Drugger gained great 
applause by it in the time of Ben lonson. 
Our apocryphal heathen god* is also re-
presented by this figure; which, in conjunc-
tion with the dragon, makes a very hand-
some picture in several of our streets. As 
for the bell-savage, which is the sign of a 
savage man stamling by a bell, I was for-
merly very much puzzled upon the conceit 
of it, till I accidentally fell into the reading 
of an old romance translated out of the 
French; which gives an account of a vety 
beautifal woman who was found in a wif-
demess, and is called in the French X a 
ielle Sauvage; and is every where trans-
lated by CTir countrymen tfie Ml-savage. 
T h i s piece of philosophy will, I hope, con-
vince you that I have made sign-posts my 
study, and consequentlv qualified rovself for 
the employment which I solicit at your 
hands. But before I conclude my letter, I 
must communicate to you another remark, 
which I have made upon the subject witii 
which 1 am now entertaining you, namely, 
that 1 can give a shrewd guess at the hu-

• S(. G«cr j e . 
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mour of the inhabitant by the sign that 
hangs before his door. A surly choleric 
fellow generally makes choice of abea r ; as 
men of milder dispositions frequently^ live 
at the lamb. Seeing a {)unch-bowl painted 
upon a sign near Charing-crcss, and very 
curiously ^ m i s h e d , witli a couple of angels, 
hovering over it, and squeezing a lemon into 
it, I had the curiosity to ask after the mas-
ter of the house, and found, upon inquiry, 
as I had guessed bv the little agrement 
upon his sign, that he was a Frenchman. 
I know, sir, it is not requisite for me to en-
large upon these hints to a gentleman of 
your great abilities; so humbly recommend-
ing mvself to your favour anci patronage, 

' I r em^n , See. 
I shall add to the foregoing letter another, 

which came to me by the same penny-post. 
From my own apartment 

• HONOURED S I H , n e a r C h a r i n ^ - c r o s s . 
' Having heard that this nation is a great 

encourager of ingenuity, I have brought 
with me a rope-dancer that was caught in 
one of the woods belonging to the great 
Mngul. H e is by birth a monkey; but 
swings upon a rope, takes a pipe of to-
bacco, and drinks a glass of ale, like any 
reasonable creature. H e p v e s great satis-
faction to the quality; and if they will m a t e 
a subscription for him, I will send for a 
brother of his out of Holland, that is a very 
good tumbler; and also, for another of the 
same family whom I design for my merry-
Andrew, as being an excellent mimic, and 
the greatest droll in the country where he 
now is. I hope to have this entertainment 
in readiness for the next winter; and doubt 
not but it will please more than the opera, 
or puppet-show. I will not say tha t a 
monkcv is a better man than some of the 
opera heroes; but certainly he is a better 
representative of a man, than the most ar-
tificial composition of wood and wire. If 
you will be pleased to give me a good word 
in your paper, you shall be every night a 
spectator at my show for nothing. 

C. I am, See,' 

N a 29.] Tuesday, Afiril 3, 1711. 
-S^raio linsua conflnnus utrartiip 

Busvior: ut Cbiu n o u li commi^ta Falnnii Mt. 
i f t r . Lib. 1. Siat. I. S3. 

Bntb tonruffl unitM sweeter snuntle produce, 
LiKe Chun mix'd with tttc Ftleruiaa juice. 

THERE is nothing that has more startled 
our EnRlish audience, than the Italian rfri-
tativo at its first entrwice upon the stage. 
People were wonderfully surprised to hear 
generals singing the woiil of command, r>nd 
ladies delivering messages in music. Our 
countrymen could not forbear laughing 
when they heard a lover chanting out a 
billet-doux, and even the superscription of 
a letter set to a tune. T h e famous blunder 
in an old play of ' Enter a king and two 
fiddlers solus,' was now no longer an ab-

surdity, when it was impossible far a hero 
in a desert, or a princcsa in her closet, to 
speak any thing unaccompanied with mu-
sical instniments. 

Buthoweverthis Italian method of acting 
in recitativo might appear at first hearing, 
I cannot but think it much more just than 
that which prevailed in our English opera 
before this innovation; the tranation from 
an air to recitative music being more natu-
ral, than the passing from a song to p ldn 
and ordinary speaking, which was the com-
mon method in Purcell's operas. 

T h e only fault I find in our present prac-
tice, is the making use of the Italian reci-
tativo with English words. 

To go to the W t o m of this matter, 1 must 
obser\-e, that the tone, or (as the French 
call it) the accent of every nation in their 
opdinar)' speech, is altogether different from 
that of any other people; as we may see 
even in the Welch and Scotch, who border 
so near upon us. By the tone or accent, I 
do not mean the pronunciation of each par-
ticular word, but the sound of the wl lole 
sentence. Thus it is very common for an 
English gentleman, when he hears a French 
tragedv, to c o m p l y that the actors all of 
them s ^ a k in a tone: and therefore he very 
wisely prefers his own countrymen, not con-
sidering that a f o r e i ^ e r complains of the 
same tone in ^ English actor. 

For this reason, the recitative music, in 
every language, should be as different as 
the tone or accent of each language; for 
otherwise, what may properly express a 
passion in one language will not do it in 
another. Every one who has been long in 
Italy knows veiy well, that the cadences 
in the recitativo bear a remote affinity to 
the tone of their voices in ordinary conver-
sation, or, to ^ a k more properly, are only 
the accents c4 their l a n g u a ^ made more 
musical and tuneful. 

T h u s the notes of i n t e m ^ t i o n , or admi-
ration, in the Italian music (if one may so 
call them) which resemble their accents in 
discourse on such occasions, are not unlike 
the ordinary tones of an English voice when 
wc are angry; insomuch that 1 have often 
seen our audiences extremely mistaken, as 
to what has been doing upon the stage, and 
expecting to see the hero knock down his 
messenger, when he has been asking him a 
question; or fancying that he quarrels with 
his friend, when he only bids him good-
morrow, 

For this reason the Italian artists cannot 
agree with our English musicians in admir-
ing Purcell 's compositions, and thinking his 
tunes so wonderfully adapted to his words; 
because both nations do not always express 
the same passions bv the same sounds. 

I am therefore humbly of opinion, tha t 
an English composer should not follow the 
Italian recitative too servilely, but make 
use of many gentle deviations from it, in 
compiiaiice with his own native language-
He may copy out of it all the lulling soft-
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nes9 and 'dying falls' (as Shakspearc calls and Alplieus, Instead of havins his head 
them,) but sh<nild still remember that Kp rrmcvw^ —.i.^. them,) but sh<nild still remember that he 
nuRht 

to accommodate himself to an Eng-
lish audience: and by humouring the tone 
rf our voices in ordinary conversation, have 
the same regard to the accent of his own 
language, as those persons had to theirs 
whnm he professes to imitate. I t is cfc-
served, that several of the singing birds of 
our own cruntrr Icam to sweeten their 
Tfflces, and mellow the harshness of their 
natural notes, by practising under those that 
come trom wanner climates. In the -iame 
manner, I ^ M allow the Italian opera to 
lend our Enjrlish music as much as may 
grace and scAen it, but never entirely to 
anmhilate and destroy it. Let the infcsion 
« « Mmng as you please, b«t still let the 
sulject-matter of it be English. 

A composer should fit his music to the 
renius of the people, and consider that the 
a e l i ^ ™ hearing, and taste of harmony. 
Has been formed upon those sounds which 
eve i j<^nt ryabt* jndswi th . In short, that 
music IS a relative nature, and what is 

to one ear, may be dissonance to 
T h e ^ e obser\-ation which I have made 

upon the recitative part of music may be 
applied to all cur songs and aire in general. 

i>ignior Baptist Lullv acted like a man of 
sense m this particular. He found the 
French music extremelv defective, and 

ohen barbarous. However, knowing 
the genius of the people, the humour of 
t ^ r language, and the prejudiced ears he 
naa to deal with, he did not pretend to ex-
U r ^ t e the French music, and plant the 
i t^ ian m its stead; but onlv to cultivate 
and civilize it with innumeraBle graces and 
mod^ations which he borrowef Iron, the 

B now perfect m ,ts kind; and when you 
™L'„' ^ ' he Italian, you 

' t doL-s not please yo^ ^ welf^ 

a S ^ t r ^ ? ; Sive the Italian such 

Iheir prcK 

gay airy H a 

oSwrtunities t ^ T ^ ' f . , f r e q u e n t 

d Kijyiii u.-,, VI ii<i t lilf) 1113 IICOU 
covered with scUgu and bull-rushes, making 
love in a full-bottomed periwig and a plume 
of feathers; but with a voice so full of shakes 
aiKl quavers, that I should have thought the 
murmurs of a country brook the much more 
agreeable muac. 

I remember the last opera I saw in that 
merry nation was the Rape of Proserpine, 
where Pluto, to make the more tempting 
figure, puts himself in a French equipage, 
and brings Ascalaphus along with him as 
his ViJet de chambre. This is what we 
call folly and impertinence: but what the 
French look upon as gay and polite. 

I shall add no more to what I have here 
offered, than that music, architecture, and 
panting, as well as poetry and oratory, are 
to deduce their laws and rules from the 
general sense and taste of mankind, and 
not from the principles of those atts them-
selves; or, in other words, the t i s te is not 
to conform to the art, but tiie art to the 
taste. Music is not designed to please only 
chromatic ears, but all tliat is capable of dis-
tinguishing harsh from disagreeable notes. 
A man of an ordinary ear is a judge whether 
a paKsion is expressed in proper sounds, and 
whether the melody cf those sounds be more 
or less pleasing. C. 

p i s m 
performer on the stage to X L ^ 
celebmed song, t h a n V c l e r k o f T ? 
Chuirh, who .serves only to ^ - i f h e ^ V ' 
^ d is afterwards d r o Z e d T n toe^&i 
the congregsUon. Every actor 
^ the stale is a bcau!^ The q u e L ? ^ 

' ha t the? a p ^ a ^ a ! 
as milk-mawl 

acoui t^Pherds are all embt^dered, Sid 
ffi.K ^ hall h " t e r t h a n C 

dancing-masten. 1 have seen a 
coaple of r.ver3 appear in red s t o c k i n g 

No. SO.] Wednexiay, ^/inl t, 17II, 
f*] Mimn^nnttH ati c^owt, sine ainore >uciBgu« 
Nil est Jucimiluia; n r a s in amnre JOCIAQUE. 

ITor. Lit. I. Ep. vi.65. 
ffnothio*. B< Mimnirniii! s tr icx t« prnrf 

P*®?""' wi'hout mirtli and low. 
Tbea lire lo minb and tow, thy eporu pursue. 

Ofci. 
ONE common calamity makes men ex-

tremely affect each other, thoueh they dif-
rer m every other particular. T h e pa.'aion 
of love is the most general concern among 
men; and I am glad to hear by my last ad-
vices from Oxford, that there are a set of 
sighers in that university, who have erect-
ed themselves into a society in honour irf 
that tender passion. These gentlemen are 
of that sort of inamoratos, who are not so 
very much lost to common sense, but that 
they understand the folly they are guilty 
of; and for that reason separate themselves 
from all other company, bccause tliey will 
enjoy the pleasure of talking incohermtly, 
without being ridiculous to any but each 
other. When a man comes into the club, 
he is not obliged to make any introduction 
to his (Hsr.ourse, but at once, as he is seat-
ing himself in his chair, speaks in the 
thread of hi s own thoughts, ' She gave me 
a very obliging glance, she never looked so 
well in her life as this evening;' or the like 
reflection without regarf to any other 
member of the society: for in this as.seml}ly 
they do not meet to talk to each other; but 
every man claims the full liberty of talking 
to himself. Instead of snufT-boxes ana 

i, which are the usual helps to dis-
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course with other young fellows, these h a v e ' 
each some piece of riband, a broken fan, 
or an old girdle, which they play with 
while they ta lk of the fa i r person r emem-
bered by each respective toKen. Accord-
ing to the representation of the mat ter 
f rom my letters, the company a p p ^ r like 
so many players rehearsing behind the 
scenes; one is sighing and lament ing his 
destiny in beseeching te rms, another de-
claiming he will b r e a k his chain, and an-
o ther , in dumb-show, striving to express 
his passion by his ^ s t u r e . I t is very ordi-
nary in the assemHy for one of a sudden to 
rise and m a k e a discourse concerning his 
passion in general , and describe the tem-
p e r of h i s mind in such a manner , as tha t 
t h e whole company shall join in the de-
scription, and feel t h e force of i t In this 
case, if any man has declared t h e violence 
rf his ftame in more pathet ic t e rms , h e is 
mEide president for t ha t night, out of re -
spect to his superior passion. 

W e had some years ago in this town a 
set of people who me t and dressed like 
lovers, and were distinguished by the name 
of the Fringe-glove <3ub; but they were 
persons of such moderate intellects, even 
before ihey were impsdred by the i r pas-
sion, t ha t the i r i r re^ i la r i t ies could not fur -
nish sufficient var iety of foUy to Eifford 
d ^ l y new impert inences; by wKich means 
t ha t institution droppetL T h e s e fellows 
could expres s the i r pasaon in nothing but 
their dress; but the Oxonians are fantasti-
cal now they a re lovers, in proportion to 
their learning and understanding before 
they became such. T h e thoughts of the 
ancient poets on this agreeable f renzy a re 
translated in honour of some modern beau-
ty ; and Chloris is won to-day by the same 
compliment tha t was made to Lesbia a 
thousand years ago. But as f a r as I can 
learn, t h e pa t ron of the club is the renown-
ed Don Quixote. T h e adventures of tha t 
gentle knight a re frequently mentioned in 
the socie^ under the colour of laughing a t 
t h e p a s a o n and themselves: but a t the 
same time, though they a re sensible of the 
extravagancies of t ha t unhappy warr ior , 
they do not observe, t ha t to turn all the 
reading of t h e best and wisest writings into 
rhapsodies of love, is a frenzy no less di-
vert ing than tha t of the aforesaid accom-
pl ishr f Spaniard. A gentleman who, I 
nope, will continue his correspondence, is 
lately admitted into the fraternity, and sent 
m e t h e following let ter : 

«S ia—Since I find you t ake notice of 
clubs, I beg leave to n v e you an account 
of <me in Oxford, whicti you have no where 
mentioned, and pe rhaps never h e a r d of, 
W e distinguish ourselves by the title of the 
Amorous Club, are all votaries of Cupid, 
and admirers of the f ju r sex. T h e reason 
tha t we a re so littie known in the world, is 
the secrecy which w e a re obliged to live 
under in the university. Our constitutioa 

runs counter to t h a t of the place wherein 
we live; for in love there a re no doctors, 
and we all profess so high a passion, t ha t 
we admit o no graduates in it. Our p r e -
sidentship is bestowed according to t h e 
dignity rt the passion; our number is un -
iimiteS; and our statutes a re like those of 
the Druids, recorded in our own breasts 
c ^ y , and exp ldned by the rrvajority of t h e 
company. A mistress, and a poem in h e r 
praise, will introduce any candidate. W i t h -
out t h e la t ter no one can be admit ted; for 
he tha t is not in love enough to rhyme,_ is 
unqualified for our society. T o speak dis-
respectfiilly of any woman is expulsic® 
from our gentle society. A s w e a re a t p r e -
sent all of us gown-men, instead of duel-
Img when we a re rivals, we dr ink together 
the heal th of our mistress. T h e manner 
of doing tiiis sometimes indeed creates de-
bates; on such occasions we have recourse 
to t h e rules of love among the ancients. 

**XsTia flex cTathia, eeptem JoflUna bibalar." 
Mart. E f ^ . i. 72. 

"Sis caps tc» NsTia, to ]usliB& KTen.** 
T h i s method of a glass to every le t ter of 

h e r name, occasioned the other night a dis-
pute of some warmth . A young student 
who is in love wi th Mrs . El izabeth D i m -
ple, was so unreaswiable as to begin h e r 
heal th under t h e name of FAxzabetha s 
which so exasperated the club, t ha t b y 
common consent w e re t renched it to Betty. 
W e lock upon a roan as no company t lwt 
does not sigh five t imes in a quar te r of an 
hou r ; and look upon a m e m b e r as very ab-
surd, tha t is so much himself as to make a 
direct answer to a questicm. In fine, t h e 
whole assembly is made u p of absent men , 
t ha t is, of sucli persons as have lost t h e i r 
locality, and whose minds and bodies never 
keep company wi th one another. A s I a m 
an unfortunate m e m b e r of th i s distracted 
society, you cannot expect a very regular 
account of it; for which reason I nope you 
wiU pardon roe t ha t I so abrupt ly subscribe 
myself, Sir, your most obedient humble 
servant , T . L . 

' I forgot to tell you, t h a t Albina, w h o 
has six votaries in this club, is one of vour 
r eader s . ' 

No. 31.] ThuTiday, Afiril 5, 1711. 
Sil mihi fts sudiia loqul V<t -S!"- SS6. 
Whai I liSTe beard, permil me to relale. 
LAST night, upon m v going into a coffee-

house not f a r f rom the H a y m a r k e t theatre , 
I diverted myself for above half an hour 
wi th overhearing the discourse of one, who, 
by t h e shabbiness of his dress, the ext ra-
vagance of his conceptions, and the h u r r y 
of his speech, I discovered to be of t ha t 
species who a re generally distinguished by 
the t ide of Projectors. T h i s gentlemaii, 
for I found he was t rea ted as such by h i s 
audience, was entertaining a whole table 
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of listeners with the p rqec t of an opera, 
which he toid us bad not cost him above two 
or thrc« mornings in the contrivance, and 
which he was ready to put in executirm, 
provided he might find his account in it. 
He said that he had observed the great 
trouble and inconvenience which ladies 
were at, in travelling u p and down to the 
several shows that are exhibited in differ-
ent quarter* of the town. T h e dancing 
monkeys are in one place; the puppet-
show in another; the opera in a th in l ; not 
to mention the lions, tha t are almost a 
whole day's journey from the politer part 
of the town. By this means people of figure 
are forced to lose half the winter, after 
thrir coming to town, before they have 
*een all the strange sights about it. In or-
der to remedy this great inconvenience, 
our prcjector 3rew out erf his pocket the 
scheme of an opera, entitled • T h e Expe-
dition of Alexander the ( i reat ; ' in which 
he had dispcaed all the remarkable shows 
about town, among the scenes and decora-
tions of his piece. T h e thought, he con-
fessed, was not originally his own, but that 
he had taken the runt of it from several 
performances which he had seen upon our 
stage: in one of which there was a raree-
show; in another a ladder-dance; and in 
others a posture-man, a movin5 picture, 
with manv curiosities of the like nature. 

This Rxpedition of Alexander opens 
with his consulting the oracle at Delphos, 
in which the dumb conjuror, who has been 
visited by so manv persrais of quality of 
late years, is to be introduced as telling his 
fortune. At the same time Clinch of Bar-
net is represented in another comer of the 
temple, as ringing the bells of Delphos, for 
oy of his arrival. T h e tent of Darius is to 
« peopled by the ingenious Mrs. ^ m o n , 

where Alexander is to fall in love with a e'ece of wax-work that represents the 
autiful Statira. W h e n Alexander comes 

into that ccwntry, in which Quintus Cur-
tius tells us the were so exceeding 
fierce, tha t they would not loose their 
hold, though they were cut to pieces limb 
by limb, and that they would hang upon 
their prey by their teeth when they had 
nothing but a mouth left, there is to be a 
scene of Hock!ey-in-thc-Hole, in which is 
to be represented all the diversions of 
that place, the bull-bating only excepted, 
which cannot posablv be exhifcited in the 
theatre, by reason of the lowness of the 
roof. T h e several -woods in Asia, which 
Alexander m o « be supposed to pass 
through, will ^ v e the audience a sight of 
monkeys dancmg upon-ropes, with many 
other pleasantries of that ludicrous spe-
cies. At the same time, if there chance to 
^ any strange animals in town, whether 
birds or beasts, they may be either let 
loose among the woods, or driven across 
the stage by some of the covmtry people of 
Asia. In the last great battle, PinKeth-
raan )i to perswiate King Porus upon an 

elephant, and is to be encountered by 
Powell, representing Alexander the Great , 
upon a d r o m ^ a i y , which nevertheless 
Mr. Powell is d e s i r ^ to call by the name 
of Bucephalus. Upon the close of this 
great decisive battle, when the two kings 
are thoroughly reconciled, to show the 
mutual friendship and good correspond-
ence that reigns between them, they both 
of them go together to a puppet-show, in 
which the ingenious Mr . Powell, junior, 
may have an opportunity of displaying his 
whole art of roachinen-, for the duersion 
of the two monarchs. 'Some at the table 
urged, that a puppet-show was not a 
suitable entert^nment for Alexander the 
Great; and that it might be introduced 
more properly, if we suppose the con-
queror touched upon that par t of India 
which is said to be inhabited by the pygmies. 
But this olyection was looked upon as fri-
volous, and the proposal immediately over-
ruled. Our projector fur ther added, that 
after the reconciliation of these two kings, 
thev might invite one another to dinner, 
and cither of them enter tan his guest with 
the German artist, M r . Hinkethman's hea-
then gods, or any of the like diversions, 
which shall then chance to be in vogue. 

This project was received with very 
great applause by the whole table. Upon 
which the undertaker told us, tha t he had 
not yet communicated to us above half his 
design; for that Alexander beiiig a Greek, 
it was his intention that the whole opera 
should be acted in that language, which 
was a tongue he was sure would wonder-
fully please the ladies, especially when it 
was a little raised and rounded by the Ionic 
dialect; and could not but be acceptable 
to the whole audience, because there are 
fewer of them who understand Greek than 
Italian. T h e only difficulty that remain-
ed was how to get performers, unless we 
could persuade some gentlemen of the uni-
verat ies to learn to sing, in order to qualify 
themselves for the stage; but this objection 
soon vanished, when the projector inform-
ed us that the Greeks were at present the 
only rnusicians in the Turkish empire, and 
that it would be very easy for our factory 
at Smyrna to futnish us every year with a 
c o l o ^ of musicians, by the opportuniw of 
the T u r k e j fleet; besides, says he, it we 
want any single voice for any lower par t in 
the opera, Lawrence can learn to spea t 
Greek, as well as he does Italian, in a fort-
night's time. 

T h e projector having thus settled mat-
ters to the good-liking of all that heard 
him, he left his seat at the table, and 
planted himself before the fire, where 1 
had unluckily taken my stand for the con-
venience of overhearing what he said. 
W h e t h e r he had observed me to be more 
attentive than ordinary, I cJvnnot tell, but 
he had not stood by me above a quarter of 
a minute, hut he turned short upon me on 
a sudden, and catching me by a button or 
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m y ^ t , attacked me verv abnrptly after 
• the foUowing manner. 'Besides, Sir, I h ive 

heard of a very extraordinary genius for 
music that lives in Switieriantl, who has so 
s t r ^ a spnng in his fingers, that he can 
make the board of an organ sound like a 
drum, and if I could but procure a sub-
scnpt ia i of about ten thousand pounds 
every winter, I would undertake to fctch 
him over, and oblige him by articles to set 
every thing that should be sung upon the 
t i igl ish stage. ' After this he looked full ill 
my face, expecting I would make an an-
swer, when, by good luck, a gentleman 
that had entered the coffee-house since the 
p ro j ec t^ applied himself to me, hearing 
him talk of his Swiss compositions, c t i ^ 
out m a kind of laugh, ' I s our music then 
t ^ c w v e farther improvements from Swit-
zeiiairf! ' I his alarmed the projector, who 
i ^ ^ ^ i a t e l y let 50 my button, ind turned 
^ t t o ^ w e r h i m . I took the opportunity 
ot the diversion which seemed to be made 

u r ^ T ^ m y penny upon the bar, retired with some prec ig iu -

No. 32. ] / r i r fcy , ^ f i r i i 6, m i . 

N i l illi l . r v a l u t i r a ^ c i s o p u . e n w t o t h i i m i s 
^ I j b - 1 . S«t . 7. M, 

He w a M s n o T i w p t o inc re iue 
i l » n a i u r a l derorini l ) ' o f f i c e . 

THE late discourse concerning the sta-
tutes of the Ugly club, having been so well 
received at Oxford, that contrary to the 
s tnc t i^les of the society, they have been 
so partial as to take my own testimonial, 
and admit me into that select body; I could 
not restrain the vanity of publishing to the 
world the honour which is done me I t is 
no p a l l satisfaction that I have sriven oc-
casion for the President's showing both his 
mvention and reading to such advantaee as 
my correspondent reports he did: but it is 
not to be doubted there were many very 
p r o w r hums and pauses in his harangue, 
wliichJfffie their ugliness in t h e narration 
£md which my correspondent (begging his 
pardon) has no very good t a l w t I t r l p r e -
senting. I very much approve of the ĉ tm-

Nothing 
cught to be laudable in a man, in which his 
will is not conccmed; therefore our society 

she has 
thought fit, as It were, to mock herself, we 
can 00 so too, and be m e n y upon the oc-
casion. ' ' 

'MR. SpEcTATOB,—YQurmaiing public 
the law t r e b l e I gave you, you wiji: ind to 
have been the occasion of this. "WTio should 
1 meet at the coffee-house door the other 
r ight , but my old friend Mr, President' I 
saw somcwh.at had plca.sed him; wid as 
^ n as he had cast his eye upon me, " Oho, 
doctor, rare news fi^om London," sa\-s he-
" tlie NpecUtor lias made honourable men-
tion nf the club (man,) and published to the 

world his sbcere desire to be a member 
with a recommcndatoi-y description of his 
phiz; aiKi though our constitution lias made 
110 particular provision for short faces, yet 
his being an extraordinary case, I believe 
we shall hnd a hole for him to creep in at-
tor 1 assure you lie is not against the canon; 
m a it his sides are as compact as his ioles 
he need not d i ^ i s e himself to make one of 
us. I presently called for the paper, to 
see how you hwted in print; and after we 
had regaled ourselves awhile upon the plea-
sant i m ; ^ of our proselyte, Mr . President 
told me I should be his stranger at the next 
n ights club; where we were no scwncr 
Mme, ajKi pipes brought, but Mr . Presi-
dent began a harangue upon your introduc-
tion to my epistle, setting forth with no less 
volubility of specch, than strength of rea-
sfm, " rhat a speculation of this nature was 
What had been long and much wanted; and 
that he doubted not but it would be of in-
estimable value to the public, in reconciling 
even of bodies and souls; in composing and 
quieting the minds of men under all cor-
poral redundancies, deficiencies, and i r re-
gularities whatsoever; and making every 
one sit down content in his own carcasi^ 
t h w g h It were not perhaps so mathemati-
caUy put U^etiier as he could wish." And 
a ^ n , " H o w that for want of a due cwi-
adcration of what ycsi first advance, viz 
1 hat our faces are not of our own choosine 
people h ^ been transported beyond M 
good breeding, and h u m e d themselves into 
raaccountable and fatal extravagancies; as 
how many impartial looking-glasses had 
Men censured and calumniated, nay, and 
swnetimes shivered into ten thousand splin-
ters, m lv for a fair rcpresentaticm ef the 
trutli? How many head-strings and gaiters 
n M ^ n made acccssary, and actually for-
teited, onlv because folks must needs quar-
rel with their own shadows? And who " 
continues he, hut is deeply sensible, that 
one great source of the uneasiness and 
misery of human life, especially amongst 
those of distinction, arises from iiothiiie in 
the world else, but too severe a contempla-
tion ot an indefeasible contexture of our ex-
t e r n ^ parts, or certtun natural and invinci-
t)le dispositions to be fat or lean? when a 
httle more of Mr . Spec.tator's phUosophy 
would take off all t h i l In the mean t imi 
et thern observe, tiiat there is not one of 

uieir grievances of this sort, but perhaps 
m some ages of the worid, has been highly 
m vogue, and m a y b e so again; nay, in some 
wuntry or other, ten to one, is so at this day 
My L a d j Ample is the most miserable 
woman m the world, purely of her own 
m ^ i n g . She even grudges herself meat 
^ d d n n k . for fear she should thrive by 
them; and is constantly crying out " I n a 
(juarter of a year more I shall t e quite out 
If manner of shape!" Kow tlie ladv's 
misf^ortune seems to be only this, that s1ie 
IS planted in a wrong soil; for go but to the 
cthei- side of the water, it is a jest at Haer-
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lem to talk of a shape under eighteen stone. 
Tliese wise traders repilate their beauties 
.IS t h w do tlieir Iratter, by the poiind; and 
Mis< ('.rof.s, when she first a m ^ e d in the 
Low Countries was nnt computed to be so 
handsome as Madam Van Brisket by near 
hajf a ton. On the other hand, there is 
'Squire Lath, a proper gentleman of fifteen 
hundred pounds per annum, as well as of 
an unblamable life and conversation; yet 
would I not be the squire forhalf his estate; 
for if it was as much more, he would freelv 
part with it all for a pair of legs to his 
mind Whereas in the rdgn of our first 
Edward, of glorious memorv, nothing more 
Tn<idish than a brace of your fine taper sup-
porters; and his majesty, without an inch 
«if calf, managed affairs in peace or war as 
laudably as the bravest and most politic of 
his ancestors; and was as terrible to his 
neighbours under the royal name of Long-
shanks, as CcEur de Lion to the Saraccns 
before him. If we look further back into 
history, we shall find that Alexander the 
<}rcat wore his head a little over the 
left shfflilder, and then nnt a soul s t i r r r t 
fflit till he had adjusted his neck-bone; the 
•whole nobilitv addressed the prince and 
each other obliquely, and all matters of im-
portance were concerted and carried on in 
the Macedonian court, with their polls on 
one side. For about the first centurv, no-
thing made more noise in the world than 
Roman noses, and then not a word rf them 
till they revived again in eightv-eiehL* 
N'or is it so verv long since Richard the 
I'hird set up half the backs of the natirm; 
and high shoulders, as welj as high noses, 
were tl>e top of the fashion. But to come 
to ourselves, gentlemen, though I find bv 
m r quinquennial observations, that we shall 
ne\*r get ladies enough to make a party in 
our own country, yet might we meet with 
better success am'ong some of our allies. 
And what think you if our board sat fnr a 
l>utch piece? Truly I am of ojMnion, that 
as odd as we appear in flesh and blood, we 
should be no such strange things in mezzo-
tmto. But this project mav rest till our 
n u m l w IS comp ete; and this being our 
election night, give me leave to propose 
Mr. Spectator. You see his inclinat^jis, 
and p e r h ^ s we may not have his fellow," 

' I found: most of them (as is usual in all 
such cases) were prepared; hut one of the 
seniors (whom by t h e V Mr. President had 
taken all this p^ns to bring over) sat still 
and cocking his chin, which seemed cmlv 
to be levelled at his nose, ven- gravely d ^ 
dared, " T h a t incase he had had bufficient 
knowledge nf you, no man should have been 
more willing to have served you; but that 
he, for his part, had always had regard to 
his own conscience, as well as other peo-
ple's merit; and he did not know but that 
you might be a handsome fellow; for as for 

• DiTileD in p lau^ to h i t tranBtaimn or Virril 
^ n e a a Co be tepr^nl<*«i Willi a Rouian nose 

coojpIiiBint to King fVilliam I I I ' 

vour own certificate. It was every body's 
business to speak for themselves." Mr. 
President ininiediatelj] retorted, " A hand-
some fellow! why he is a wit. Sir, and you 
know the proveAi:" and to ease the old 
gentleman of his scruples, cried, " T h a t 
for matter of merit it was all one, you might 
wear a mask ." This threw him into a 
pause, and lie looked desirous nf three days 
to c.onsider on it; but Mr. President im-
proved the thought, and followed him up 
with an old story, ' ' T h a t wits were privi-
l ewd to wear wfiat masks they pleased in 
all ages; wid that a vizard had been the 
constant crown of their labours, which was 
generally presented them by the hand of 
some satvr, and sometimes M Apollo him-
self:" for the truth of wluch he appealed to 
the frontispiece of several books, and par-
ticularly to the English Juvenal, to which 
he referred him; and only added, " Tha t 
such authors were the Larvali, or l.arva 
d o n a t i o tlie ancients." This clearetl up 
all, and in the conclusion you were chose 
probationer; and Mr. President put round 
your health as such, protesting, " T h a t 
though indeed he talked of a vizard, he did 
not believe all the while you had any more 
occasion for it than the cat-a-mountain;" so 
that all j'ou have to do now is to pav your 
fees, which are here very reasonable, if 
you are not imMsed upon; and you may 
stvle yourself Informit Sotieialii &>ciui; 
which ! am desired to acqu^nt you with; 
and upon the same I beg you to accept of 
the congratulation of, Sir, 

'Your obliged humble servant, 
'Oxford , March21. ' <A. C. ' 

R. 

N a 33.] Saturday, ^/irit 7, 1711. 
F^rr idus lecum pupr, «i »o)iitit 
G r t t i e zonie. prcppfTFMlique nympbz 
Et pamm c^mia 8in« te juveoisfl, 

Mercurimque. Her. Lili. 1. Od. i i i . S. 
T b e ^ a c H wUb their unlooa'd; 
The Eym[dia their beautie» a]l expn«'d; 

From €rery iprjQe, and overy {^aio; 
n i y pow^fii l , IKH, and winged boy; 
And j o u l h . Iha i ' sda l l wi thout t h y j o j ; 

And .Nfercury composc thy t ra in , Creuk. 

A FRtEND of mine has two daughters, 
whom I will call Ls t i t ia and Daphne; the 
former is one of the greatest beauties of the 
age in which she lives, the latter no way 
remarkable for any charms in her person. 
Upon this one circumstance of their out-
ward form, the good and ill of their life 
seems to turn. Ls t i t ia has not, from her 
very childhood, heard any thing else but 
commendations of her features and com-
plexion, by which means she is no other 
than nature made her, a ven ' beautiful out-
side. T h e consciousness f r fhercharms has 
rendered her insupportably vain and inso-
lent towards all who have to do with her. 
Daphne, who was almost twenty before one 
civil thing had been siud to her, found her-
self obliged to acquire some accomplish 
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menta to make up for the want of those 
attraotiiMis which she saw in her sister. 
Poor Daphne was seldom submitted to in a 
debate wherein she was concerned; her dis-
course had nothing to recommend it but the 
good sense d it, and she was always under 
a necessity to have very well ccnadered 
what she was to say before she uttered it; 
while Lat i t ia was listened to with partiality, 
and approbation sat in the countenances of 
those she conversed with, before she com-
niunicated what she had to say, Tliese 
causes have produced suitable efrects, and 
Ls t i t i a is as insipid a companion asDaphne 
is an agreeable one. Lsctitia, ccmfident of 
favour, has studied no arts to please; Daph-
ne, despairing of any inclination towards 
lier person, has depended wholly on her 
merit. Lz t i t i a has always something in her 
air that is sullen, grave, and disconsolate. 
Daphne has a countenancc that appears 
cheerful, open, and unconcerned. A young 
gentleman saw L i t i t i a this winter at a 
play, and became her captive. His fortune 
was such, that he wanted very little intro-
duction to speak his sentiments to her fa-
ther. T h e lover was admitted with the 
utmost freedom into the family, where a 
constrained behaviour, severe looks, and 
distant civilities, were the highest favours 
he could c ^ t M of Ls t i t ia ; while Daphne 
used him with the good humour, familiarity, 
and innocence of a sister: insomuch that he 
•would often say to her , ' D e a r Daphne, 
Wert thou but as handsome as Lsctitia." 
She received such language with that in-
genuous and pleasing mirth, which is natu-
ral to a woman without design. He still 
sighed in vain for Lzt i t ia , but found cer-
tain relief in the agreeable conversation of 
Daphne. At length, heartily tired with 
the haughty impertinence of Lat i t ia , and 
charmed with the repeated instances of 
good-humour he had observed in Daphne, 
he one day told the latter, that he had 
something to say to her he hoped she would 
be pleased wi th—'Fai th , Daphne, ' con-
tinued he, ' I am in love with thee, and 
despise thv sister sincerely.' T h e manner 
of his declaring himself, gave his mistress 
occasionforavery hearty laughter. ' N a y , ' 
says he, ' I knew you would laugh at me, 
b u t ] will ask your fa ther . ' H e d i d s o j t h e 
father received his intelligence with no less 
joy than surprise, and was very glad he 
had now no care left but for his Deauty, 
which he thought he could carry to marke t 
at his leisure. 1 do not know any thing that 
has pleased me so much a great while, as 
this conquest of my friend Daphne's. All 
her acquaintance congratulate her upon her 
chance-medley, and laugh at tha t premedi-
tating mui-derer her sister. As it is an 
argument of a light mind, to think the 
worse of ourselves for the imperfections of 
our persons, it is equally below us to value 
ourselves ujx>n the advantages of them. 
T h e female world seem to be almost incor-
rigibly gone astray in this particular; for 

which reason I shall recommend the fol-
lowing extract out of a friend's letter to the 
professed beauties, who are a people almost 
as unsufferable as the professed wits. 

' Monsieur St. Evremond has concluded 
one of his essays with affirming, that the 
last sighs of a handsome woman are not so 
much for the loss of her life, as of her 
beauty. Perhaps this raillery is pursued 
too far, yet it is turned upon a very obvious 
remark, that woman's strongest passion is 
for her own beauty, and that she values it 
as her favourite distinction. From hence it 
is that all arts, which pretend to improve 
or p re sen e it, meet with so general a re-
ception among the sex. T o say nothing of 
many false h d p s and contraband wares of 
beauty, which are daily vended in this great 
mart , there is not a maiden gentlewoman 
of a good family, in any county of S w t h 
Britain, who has not heard of the virtues of 
May-dow, or is unfurnished with some re-
cript or other in favour of her complexion; 
and I have known a physician of teaming 
and sense, after eight years study in the 
university, and a course of travels into most 
countries of Europe, owe the first raising 
of his fortune to a cosmetic wash. 

' Th i s has given me occasion to consider 
how so universal a disposition in woman-
kind, which s p r i n g from a laudable mo-
tive, the desire ofp leas ing , and proceeds 
upon an opinion, not altogether groundless, 
that nature may be helped by art , may be 
turned to their advantage. And, m e ^ n k s , 
it would be an acceptable service to take 
them out of the hands of quacks and pre-
tenders, and to prevent their imposing upon 
themselves, by discovering to them the 
t rue secret and art of improving beauty. 

' In order to do tliis, before I t o u c h iipon 
it directiy, it will be necessary to lay down 
a few preliminary maxims, viz. 

' T h a t no woman can be handsome by 
the force of features alone, any more than 
she can be witty only by the help of 
speech. 

' T h a t pride destroys all symmetry and 
grace, and aifectation is a more terrible 
enemy to fine faces than the smal l -mx. 

' T h a t no woman is capable of being 
beautiful, who is not incapable of being 
false. 

' A n d , Tha t what would be ocUous in a 
friend, is deformity in a mistress. 

' F r o m these few principles, thus laid 
down, it will be easy to prove, that the t rue 
art of assistmg beauty consists in embellish-
ing the whole person by the proper orna-
ments of virtuous and commendaole quali-
ties. By this help alone it is, that those 
who are the favourite work of nature, or, 
as Mr . Dryden expresses it, the p o r c e l ^ 
clayof hunian kind, become animated, and 
are in a capacity of exerting their charms; 
and tliose who seem to have been neglect-
ed by her, like models wrought in haste, 
are capable in a great measure of finishing 
what she has left impcrfect. 
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w 
' I t meihinks, a low and degrading 

Weaof tha t sex, which was created to re-
fine tlie joys, and soften the cares of hu-
manity, oy the most agreeable participa-
tion, to consider them merely as objects of 
siglit. This is abridging them of their na-
tural extent of power, to put them upon a 
level with their pictures at Kneller's. How 
jnuch n<iler is tlie contemplation of beau-
ty, heightened by virtue, and commanding 
our esteem and love, whilst it draws our 
observation! How faint and spiritless are 
the charms of a coquette, when compared 
with the real loveliness of Sophroni^s in-
nocence, rtety, eood-humour, and truth j 
virtues which add a new softness to her 
sex, and even beautify her beauty! T h a t 
agree^leness which must otherwise have 
appeared no l o n ^ r in the modest virgin, is 
now preserved m the tender mother, the 
prudent friend, and the fiuthful wife. Co-
lours artfully spread upon canvass may en-
tertain the eye, but not affect the heart; 
and she who takes no care to add to the na-
tural graces of her person any excelling 
qualities, may be allowed still to amuse, as 
a picture, but not to triumph as a beauty. 

' W h e n Adam is introduced by Milton, 
describing Eve in Paradise, ana relating 
to the angel the impressions he felt upon 
seeing her at her first creation, h e does not 
represent h e r l i k e a G r e d a n Venus, by her 
shape or features, but by the lustre oi her 
mind which shone in them, and gave them 
their power of charming: 

Grace w a s i n i l l b n s teps , b e t v ^ in ter e j e . 
ID «U BER f e s t u r e s d i f n i t y ADD l o r e T 

•"Without tlus i rra^at ing power, the 

Eroudest f^r -one ought to know, whatever 
er glass may tell her to the contraiy, that 

her most pcrfect features are uninformed 
and dead. 

' I cannot better clcse this moral, than 
by a short epitaph written by Ben Jonson 
with a spirit which nothing could inspire 
but such an object as I have been de-
scribing. 

" D i i4« r iK i t l i Ib i s n o n e d a t b lie 
As iDucb v i r t u e as could d i e ; 
W b k b w b e a SIITE did v i f o a r ^i^e 
T o aa mucl i b e a u t y as could l i v e . ' 

' I am. Sir, your most humble servant, 
R- ' R . B.' 

No. 54.] Monday, Afiril 9,1711. 

C o g a a t i s lOBCUlis s im i l i s fer&' 
JuB. S a t . XT. 15S. 

F r o m i f K l l e d <kiC3 Ibe leopard dues r e f r a i n . ThU. 

THE club of which I am a member, is 
very luckily composed of such persons as 
are e n g ^ e d in different ways of life, and 
deputed as it were out of the most conspi-
cuous classes of mankind. By this means 
I am furnished with the m a t e s t variety of 
hints and materials, and Know every thing 
that passes in the different quarters and 

divisions, not only of this great city, but of 
the whole kingdom. My readers too have 
the satisfaction to find that there is no rank 
or degrees among them who have not their 
representative in this club, and that there 
is always somebody present who will take 
care of^tiieir respective interests, that no-
thing may be written or published to the 
preju(Uce or infringement of their just 
rights and privileges. 

1 last night sat very late m company with 
this select body of fnends, who entertamed 
me with several remarks which they and 
others had made upon these my speciJa-
tions, as also with the various success which 
they had met with among their several 
ranKsanddegreesofreaders. Wil lHoney-
comb told me, in the softest manner he 
could that there were some ladies (but for 
your comfort, says Will , they are not those 
of the most wit) that were offended at the 
liberties 1 had taken with the opera and 
the puppet-show; that some of them were 
likewise very much surprised, that I should 
think such serious points as the dress and 
^ u i p a g e of persons of quality, proper sub-
jects for raillery. 

H e was going on when Sir Andrew Free-
port took him up short, and told him tiiat 
the papers he hinted at, had done great 
g ^ in the city, and that all th^eir wives 
and daughte r were the better for them; 
and further added, that Uie whole city 
thought themselves very much obliged to 
me for declaring my generous intentions to 
scourge vice ana folly as they appear in a 
multitude, without condescending to be a 
publisher of particular intrigues and cuck-
oldoros. ' In short,' savs Sir Andrew, • if 
ŷ ou avoid that foolish l)eaten road of fall-
ing upon aldermen and citizens, and employ 
your pen upon the vanity and luxury ot 
courts, your paper must needs be of ^ n e -
ral use. ' 

Upon this my friend the Templar told 
Sir Andrew, that he wondered to hear a 
man of his sense talk after that manner; 
that the city had always been the province 
for satire, and that the wits of King 
Charles's time jested UTOU nothing else 
during his whole reim. t i e then showed, 
by the example of Horace, Juvenal, Bci-
leau, and the best writers of every age, 
that the follies of the stage and court had 
never been accounted too sacred for ridi-
cule, how great soever the a r s o n s might 
be that patronized them. ' B u t after d l , 
says he, ' I think your ra i l le^ has made too 
great an excursion, in attacking several jwr-
sons of the inns of court; and 1 do not be-
lieve you can show me any precedent lor 
your fcehavjour in that particular. ' 

My good friend. Sir Roger de Coverly, 
who had s^d nothing all this while, began 
his speech with a PiiOi! and told lis, that 

• he wondered to see so many men ot sense, 
so very serious upon foolenes. ' Let our 
good friend,' says he, ' a t t ack every one 
that deserves i t ; I would only advise you. 
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Mr. Spectator, ' applying himself to rae, 
' to take care liow you meddle with coun-
try squires. They are the ornaments of 
the English nation; men of good heads and 
sound bodies! and, let tne teil you, some 
of them take it ill of vou, that you mention 
fox-hunters with so little r e s p e c t ' 

Capttun Sentrv spoke vety sparingly on 
this occasion. W h a t he said was onfy to 
commend my prudence in not touching 
upon the army, and advised me to continue 
to act discreetly in that point. 

But by tliis time I found every subject of 
my speculations was taken away from me, 
hy one or other of the club: anfl began to 
think myself in the condition of the ?ood 
man that had one wife who took a diSike 
to his g r e j hairs, and another to his black, 
till by their picking out what each of them 
had an aversion to, they left his head alto-
gether bald and naked. 

Whi le I was thus musing with mvself, 
my worthy friend the c l e r^man , who, 
very luckily for me, was at the club that 
night, undertook my cause. He told us, 
tha t he wondered any order of persons 
should think themselves too conaderable to 
be advised. Tha t it was not quality, but 
innocence, which exempted men from re-
proof. T h a t vice and foUv ought to be at-
tacked wherever they could be met with, 
and especially when they were placed in 
high and conspicuous stations of life. He 
further added, that my paper would only 
serve to a ^ r a v a t e the pains of povertj', iJ 
i t chiefly exposed those who are already 
depressed, and In some measure turned into 
ridirule, by the meanness of their conditions 
and circumstances. He afterwards pro-
ceeded to take notice of the great use this 
paper might be of to the public, by repre-
hending those vices which are too trivial for 
the chastisement of the law, and too fantas-
tical for the cognizance of the pulpit. He 
then advised me to prosecute my under-
taking with cheerfulness, and assured me, 
that whoever might be displeased with me, 
I should be approved by all those whose 
praises do honour to the persons on whom 
thev are bestowed. 

T h e whole club pay a particular defer-
ence to the discourse d( this gentleman, and 
are drawn into what he says, as much by 
the c.mdid in^nuous manner with which 
he delivers himself, as by the strength of 
argument and force of reascm which he 
makes use of. Will Honeycomb imme-
diately agreed that what he had smd was 
right; and that, for his part, he would not 
insist upon the quarter which he had de-
manded for the ladies. Sir Andrew gave 
up the city with the same frankness. T h e 
Templar would not stand out, and was fol-
lowed by Sir Rc«er and the Captain; who 
all agreed tliat I should be at liberty to 
carry the war into what quarter I pleased; 
provided I continued to combat with cri-
minals in a body, and to assault the vice 
without hurting the person. 

This debate, which was held for the g ^ 
of mankind, put me in mind of that which 
the Roman triumvirate were formerly en-
gaged in for their destruction. Evciy man 
at first stood hard for his friend, till they 
found that by this means they should spoil 
their proscription; and at leiigtli, making 
a sacrifice of all their acquaintance and re-
lations, furnished out a very decent exe-
cution. 

Having thus taken my resolution to march 
on boldly in the cause of virtue and good 
sense, and to annoy their adversaries in 
whatever degree or rank of men thev may 
be found, I shall be deaf for the future to 
all the remonstrances that shall be made to 
me on this account. If Punch grows ex-
travagant, I shall reprimand him very free-
ly: if the stage becomes a nursery of folly 
and impertinence, I shall not be afraid to 
animadvert upon it. In short, if I meet 
with any thing in city, court or country, 
that shocks modesty or good manners, 1 
shall use my utmost endeavours to m s i e 
an example of it. I must, however, entreat 
every particular person who docs me tlie 
honour to be a resuler of this paper, never to 
think hirnself, or any one oi his friends or 
enemies, aimed at in what is said; for I 
promise him, never to draw a faulty cha-
racter which does not fit at least a thousand 
people, or to publish a single paper, that is 
not written in the spirit of benevolence, and 
with a love of mankind. C. 

No. 35.] Tuetday, Jfiril 10, 1711. 
S i i u i i e p l a res inep t io r nul la est . Mart. 

Noth ing M foolisti u Ihe U u g b of fbols. 

AMONG all kinds of writing, thei^ is none 
in which authors are more a ^ to miscarry 
than in works of humour, a.s there is none 
in wliich they are more ambitious to cxceL 
It is not an imagination that teems with mon-
sters, a head that is filled with extravagant 
conceptions, which is capable of furnishing 
the world with diversions of this nature; 
and yet, if we look into the productions of 
several writers, who set up for men of 
humour, -what wild irregular fancies, what 
unnatural distortions of thought, do we meet 
with? If they speak nonsense, they believe 
they are tal t ing humour, and wften they 
have drawn together a schcme of absurS 
inconsistent ideas, they are not able to read 
it over to themselves without laughing. 
These poor gentlemen endeavour to gam 
themselves the reputation of wits and hu-
mourists, bv such monstrous conccits a.s al-
most qualify them for Bedlam; not consi-
dering thatfiumour should always lieunder 
A e check of reason, and that it requires the 
direction of the nicest j i i d ^ e n t , by so much 
the more as it indulges itself in tlie most 
boundless freedoms. There is a kind of 
nature that is to be observed in this sort of 
compositions, as well as in all other; and a 
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certain rep i la r i ty of thought which must 
discover the -writer to be a man of sense, at 
t h e s a n e t ime thn t he appears a l f ^ e t h c r 
given u p to caprice, F o r my par t , when I 
r ead the delirious mi r th of an unskilful au-
thor, I cannot be so barbarous as to divert 
myself with it, but am ra ther a p t to pi ty 
the man , than to laugh a t any ihing he 
writes. 

T h e deceased Mr . Shadwell , whn had 
himself a great deal of the talent which I 
a m treat ing of, represents an empty rake , in 
one rf his plays, as verv m u c h surprised to 
hea r one say, that b reak ing of windows was 
not hnmour; and I question not but several 
Enghsh readers will be as much star t led to 
hea r m e affirm, that many of those ravine 
mcoI>crent pieces, which a re often spread 
a m w us under odd chimerical tit les, are 
ratherthe offsprings of ad i s t empered brain 
than works of humour. 

. I t i s i n d e e d m u o h e a s i e r t o d e s c r i b e what 
IS n r t humour , than w h a t is; and ve rv dif-
ficult to define it otherwise than as Cowlev 
has done wit, by ncRatives. W e r e I to eivW 
n w o-m notions of it, I would del iver them 

J V ^ f"®""^*"' in a kind of allegory, 
^ by supposing H u m o u r to be a p e r s a i , 
Qetluce to h i m all his qualifications, accord-
ing to the following g e n e a l c ^ . T r u t h was 
the f -under of the family, and the f a the r of 

Sense. Good Sense was t h e fa ther 
r m a m c d a lady of collateral 
line called Mir th , b y whom he h a d iss-ue 
Humour. Humour therefore being the 
youngest of this illustrious family, and de-
scemlcd f rom parents of such di f ferent dis-
positions, is ve ry various and unequal in his 
t em pe r ; sometimes you see him ^ t t i n g on 
grave looks and a solemn habit , sometimes 
a r y in his behaviour and fantastic in his 
dress; msomuch t ha t a t different t imes he 
appears ^ s e n o m as a judge, and as jocu-

^ ' ^ r y - A n d r e w . But as he Sas a 
g ^ t deal of the mother in his constitution, 
whatever mood he i$ in, he never f ^ l s t^ 
n i « e h i s company laugh. 

' ' ' impostor abroad, 
^ ^ e s upon him t h e nameof this young 
Kentleman. and would willingly p a b for 
h .m m t ^ world, to t h e e n d \ h a t w e u ! 
raearang persons mav not be im nosed UD™I 

they mee t with tWs pretender , to 
V to examine him s t r i c t ^ 

T n i t h , and LneaUy descended f rom Good 
^ n s e ; if not, they may conclude h i i T ^ 

T h e y may likewise distin-' 
giush h i m by a loud and excessive lauchter 
m which h e seldom gets his c ^ m p S y to 
^ n w,th lum. For as T n i e H u m o u r g " 
nerally looks sennus, while everv b«1v 
»ighs about h im; Fa l se Humour is a l w ^ s 

laughing, whilst everybody about h im W t ! 
1 shall only a d d ! if h e h a ? n « i „ ' 

nira a mix tu re of both parents, t ha t is if 
« t a P ^ S r t h e offrpring of W i t i i t l f . 
w t Mirth, or Mi r th without W it, you may 

conclude him to be al together spurious and 
a cheat . 

T h e impostor of whom I am speaking, 
descends orisinally fr-im Falsehood, w h o 
was the m o t h e r of Nonsense, who was 
brought to bed of a son called Frensy , w h o 
mar r i ed one of the daughters of Follv, com-
monly known by the name of Laugh te r , on 
whom he begot t ha t monstrous infant of 
which I have been speaking. I shall set 
down at l eng th the genealni^cal table of 
False Humour , and, at the same time, p lace 
under it t h e genealogy of T r u e Humour , 
tha t t h e reader may a t one view behold 
the i r different pedigrees and relations: 

Falsehood. 
Nonsense. 

Frenzy . L a u g h t e r . 
False Humour . 

T n i t h . 
Good Sense. 

Wit. M i r t h . 
Humour . 

I might ex tend t h e alleg^n-, by mention-
ing several of t h e children of False Humour , 
who a re more in nnmber than the sands of 
t h e sea, and migh t in par t icu lar enumera te 
t h e many sons and daughte rs which h e h a s 
begot in this island. But as th i s would b e 
a very invidious task , 1 shall onlv observe 
in general , t ha t False H u m o u r differs f rom 
t h e T r u e , as a monkev does fn :m a man. 

F i r s t of all. H e is exceedingly given t o 
l i t t le ajrish t r i r k s and buffooneries. 

S ^ n d l y , H e so much delights in mi-
mickry , t ha t it is all one to h im w h e t h e r 
h e exposes by it vice and folly, luxury and 
a v a n c e ; o r on the con t ran ' , v i r tue and 
w i ^ o m , pain and povertv. 

Th i rd ly , H e is wondefful lv unluckv, in-
s ^ u c h tha t h e will bi te the liand tha t "feeds 
h im, and enileavouv to ridicule both f r iends 
and foes indifferently. F o r having but small 
talents, he mus t be m e r r y w h e r e h e can, 
not where h e should. 

Four th ly , Being entirely void of reason, 
h e pursues no point, e i ther of morali ty o r 
instruction, but is ludicrous only for t h e 
sake of being so. 

Fi f th ly , Being incapable of anv thing but 
mock representations, his ridicule is a l -
ways persona], and aimed at the vicious 
man , or t h e wr i t e r ; not at the vice, or t h e 
writing. 

I h a v e h e r e onlv pointed a t the whole 
species of false humouris ts ; but as cme of 
m y principal designs in this p a p e r is to 
beat down tha t malignant spirit, which 
discovers itself in the writings of the p r e -
sent age, I shall not scruple, for thef i i tu re , 
to single out any of the small wits, tha t in -
fest the world with such compositions as 
a re il l-natured, immoral, and absurd. T h i s 
is t h e only exception which I shall m a k e 
to the general ru le I have prescribed m y -
self, of at tacking multi tudes, since every 
honest man ought to look upon himself as 
in a natural state of war with the libeller 
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and lampooner, and to annoy them when-
ever they fall in his way. "This ia but re-
taliating upon them, and treating them as 
they treat others. C. 

N& 35.] Wednesday, April 11, 1711. 
— — I m r a f l n i a m o n a l t a 

P« r f e i imu> i iL 583. 

T h i n g s t b e moac o u t o f n a t u r e w o e o d u r e . 

I SHALL not put myself to any farther 

Eains for this day's entertainment, than 
arely to publish the letters and titles of 

petitions fnim the playhouse, with the mi-
nutes I have m ^ e u i»n the latter for my 
conduct in relation to them. 

' Drury-lane, April the 9th. 
' Upon reading the project which is set 

forth in one of your late papers, of making 
an alliance between all the bulls, bears, 
elephants, and licais, which are separately 
exposed to public view in the cities of Lon-
don and Westminster; together with the 
other wonders, shows, and monsters, whereof 
you made respective mention in the said 
speculation; we, the chief actoi-s of this 
playhouse, met and sat upon the smd de-
sign. I t is with great delight that we ex-
pect the execution of this work; and in 
order to contribute to it we have riven 
warning to all our ghosts to get their live-
lihoods where they can, and not to a p p * ^ 
among iis after day-break of the I6th in-
stant W e are resolved to take this op-
portunity to part with every thing which 
docs not contribute to the representation of 
human life; and shall make a free gift of 
all animated utensils to your projector. 
T h e hangings you formerly mentioned are 
run away; as are likewise a set of chjurs, 
each of which was met upon two legs going 
through the Rose tavern at two this morn-
ing. W e hope, sir, you will give proper 
notice to t he town tha t we are endeavour-
ing at these regulations; and that we intend 
for tlie future to show no monsters, but 
men who are converted into such by t h d r 
own industn' and affectation. If you will 
plea.se to be 'a t the house to-night, you will 
see me do my endeavour to show some un-
natural appearances which are in vogue 
an>ong the polite and well-bred. I am to 
represent, in the character of a fine lady 
dancing, all the distortions which are fre-
quentlv taken for graces in mien and ges-
ture. This, sir, is a specimenof the methods 
we shall take to expose the monsters which 
come within the notice of a regular theatre; 
and we desire nothing more gross may be 
admitted by you Spectators for the future. 
W e have cashiered three companies of 
theatrical guards, and design our kings shall 
for the future make love, and sit in coun-
cil, without an army; and wwt only your 
direction, whether you will have them re-
inforce king Porus, or join the troops of 
Maccdon. Mr. Pinkethman resolves to 
consult his pantheon of heathen gods in 

opposition to the oracle of Delphos, and 
doubts not but he shall turn the fortune of 
Porus, when he personates him. I am de-
sired by the company to inform you, that 
they submit to your censures, and shall 
have you in greater veneration than Her -
cules was nf old, if you can drive monsters 
fk>m the theatre; and think your merit 
will be as much greater than his, as to con-
vince is more than to conquer. I am. sir, 
your most obedient servant, T . D . ' 

' SIR,—When I acquaint jou with the 
great and unexpected vicissitudes of my 
fortune, 1 doubt not hut I shall obtain your 
pity and favour. I have for many years 

East been Thunderer to the playhouse; and 
ave not only made as much noise out of 

the clouds as any predecessor of mine in 
the theatre that ever bore that character, 
but ^ so have descended and spoke on the 
s t ^ ^ as the bold Thunderer in ' T h e Re-
hearsal. ' W h e n they ^ t me down thus 
low, they thought fit to degrade me further, 
and make me a ghost. I was contented 
with this for these two last winters; but they 
carry their tyranny still fur ther , and not 
satisfied that I am banished from above 
ground, they have given me to understand 
Uiat I am wholly to depart their dominions, 
and taken from me even my subterra-
neous employment. Now, sir, what I de-
sire of you is, that if your undertaker thinks 
fit to use fire-arms fas other authors have 
done,) in the t ime ot Alexander, I may be a 
cannon ag^nst Porus, or else provide for 
me in the burning of Persepolis, or what 
other method you shall think fit. 

'SALMONEUS, ofCovent Garden,' 

T h e petition of all the Devils in the play-
house in behalf of themselves and families, 
setting forth their expulsion from thence, 
with certificates of t h d r good life and con-
versation, and pra\-ing reUef. 

T h e merits of this petition referred to 
Mr . Chr. Rich, who made them devils. 

T h e petition of the Grave-digger in Ham-
let, to command the pioneers m the expe-
dition of Alexander. Granted. 

T h e petition of William Bullock, to be 
Hephesticm to Pinkethman the G r e a t - ^ — 
Granted. 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T . 

A w i f l o w ffentlewoman.well b o r n b o t h by Tathct a n d 
m o l b e r ' s l ide . beinjc Ihe d a u e h U T nf T h o m a s P r a r r r . 
ODCC a n e m i n e n t pract i l iOD«r in t h e l a w , a n d of I . « t i t i a 
T a u l e , a f a m i l j w e n k n o w n in a l l p a r t s o f tb ia k ing -
d o m , h a F i n g b^OQ rf^duc«d by ini9fottiin>!s t o i r a i l oil 
flerrral g r e a t pervona, a n d for bodw limft to be a t e a c h e r 
a t a hoardinR'School of f o o n p j ladi^a, g ive lh n o t i c e t o 
t h e public, t h a t she h a t h l a t e ly t a k e n a house n e a r 
Bloomsbt i ry-sqi iarc , c" inm>xl ioui ly s i t u a t e d n e x t t h e 
fields,in a ^ o o d a i r ; w h e r e she t eac lKs all s o r t i of b i rds 
of t h e l oquac ious k ind , a s jarrot ic , s t s r i i n n , ma i t r i e s , 
a n d n t h e n , t o i m i t a t e h u m a n vo ices i n g rea te r pe r f e t -
t i on t h a n eve r w a s ye t p t ac l iwr i . T h e y a r c n o t o n l y 
i n s t r u c t e d t o p r o n o u n c e w o r d s d i s t i nc t ly , a n d in a fao-
per t o n e a n d a r w n t . h u t t o s p e a k t h e laiiRUaee w i t h 
g r e a t pur i ty a n d vo lub i l i t y of t o n g u e , t o e e t h e r w i t h a l l 
t h e f a s h i o u a b l e phrases a n d conrp l imenis n o w In u s e . 
e i t h e r a t t e a . t a b l e s or v i s i t i n g - d a y s . T h o s e t h a t h a v e 
good voices m a y be t a u g h t t o s i n g t b e n e w e s t ope ra -
a i r s . a n d if ret^ulred, to speak e i t h e r I t a l i a n or F r e n c h , 
p a y i n g a o m e t h i n g e x t r a o r d i n a r y above t l H c o m m o n 
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r u i f v . T h e y w h f « a r e n o l abW t o p a y i h ^ ful l 
p i i c n . m n y bo l a k o n a t hitlf boarders . Sho U'Srtiefl s u r h 
aa a t f frtr t h e J w ^ ^ a i o n nf xhf piibiic, a n d t o 

In p n d u i n t n l wochia o o t h e ih^'airps, by t h e ( f f ' a i , 
A* *hf. b a s o t t^n obiwrvpd w i t h m u c h *on(^ rn l i w in* 
d ^ n t e n e d u c a t i o n uf tna l ly e iv^n Una*-, inn'tc**!!! 
cn>Eihirrx« w h i c h jn loin^ is o w i n g t o tbp i r be-
i n s p i sc rd In n>i>in» iV'Xt the itr^t^t, wh^re , t o th'^ f r r r a t 
offr&ee of r h a a u a n d w n d p r e&rs, t h e j k a r n r i b a l d r y , 
obvceoe aonf f i . a n d Irninodfst e x f ^ ^ i o i i s f r o m passen* 
s e n . a n d idl« as elao t o t r y fish a o d r a r d -
m a t e h M . w i t h o the r ua^lese p a r u of learniD:; t o birdft 
w h o h a v e r ich f t i^ f td f , »he haa Si ted u p p r o p n r s n d n e a t 
a p A J l m e n t t f o r t h e m in tbo bf tck p a r t of h^r u i d hous61 
w h f r r §1* nnne t o apTroa^h ilHTti b u t heTWtf, 
a n d a f ^ r v a n t mairt w h o Is dpaf a n d d u m b , find w h o m 
• h e p ro i r i rW on purpose t o p repare i b e i r food, a n d 
c l e a i i w t b e i r r a t * ! ; h a v i n g f o u n d by I o n s e i p e r i e n c p , 
h o w l a r d a Ih ing i t i i for tlxMe l o k e e p s i lence w h o 
h a y f t t l w Qfle orsp»>fch, a n d t h e d a n e e r K bpr s c h o l a n a r e 
v x p f ^ n t o by ib^ e t r o n c imp ivMions t h a t a rp m a d e by 
ba r«h ioiinda, a n d » u l g a r d is lee t* . I n a h o n . if t hey a r e 
bircto of a o f pa r t a o r c a p a c i t y , slie w i l l i i n d p n s k ; l o 
T ^ a i K r t h ^ 90acr<^inp1i«hnl i n thft companii of a twe lvp -
n o n t h , t h a t t hey ahall b« ftt conTcrsa t ion fo r such lad ies 
an l o w t o el>oo6C t b c i r f r i enda a n d coDjpei i ious o u t of 
i lua >|>Kies. R . 

No. s r . ] Thursday, jifiril 12, 1711. 

V o n il1» coin c a l a i h i s » e M i n f r r s 
FiBQsiivaa a a a o e t a m a n u s ^ — 

Vtrg. ^n. Til. 805. 
Onbred t o i p n n i n j , i n t h e loom nnai i i l l 'd . 

Drlin. 

SOME mnnths a^n, my Mend Sir Roger, 
bciHR in the country, enclosed a letter to 
me, directed to a c e f t a n ladv whnm I shall 
here call bv the name of L ^ o r a , and as 
it cont-ainirfmatters of consequence, desired 
me to deliver it to her with my own hand. 
Accordingly I wwted upon her ladyship 
JJrWty early in the morning, and was de-
sired by her woman to walk into the lady's 
library, till such time an she was in readi-
ness to receive me. T h e very sound of a 
lady's Vibrary gave me a g r ^ t curiosity 
to see it; and as it was some lime before 
the lady came to me, I had an opportunity 
of turning over a great many of her books, 
wluch were ranged together in a very beau-
hfuloMer . At theendof the fo l ios{which 

finely bound and gilt) were great 
jars of china placed one above another in 
a very noble piecc of architecture. T h e 
nuartCB w w separated from the octavos 

which rose in 
a d c h ^ t W pyramid. T h e octavos were 
ixumdrfbytea^l ishesofal l shapes, colours, 
and si7.es whjch were so disposed on a 
wooden f r a m ^ that they looked Uke one 
continued piUar indented with the finest 
strokes of sculpture, and stainefl with the 
^ t e s t vanety of dies. Tha t par t of the 
iibran- which was designed for the recep-
tion of plays and pamphlets, and other 
loose papers, was enclosed in a kind of 
square, consisting of one of the prettiest 
gr<*esrjue works that I ever saw, and made 
^ of scaramouches, lions, monkies, man-
^ n n e s , trees, shells, and a thousand other 
Md figures in china ware. In the midst of 
the room was a small japan table with a 
quire of gilt paper upon it, and on the pa-
l>er a silver snuff-box made in the shape of 

a little l)ook. 1 found there were several 
other cmintcrfeit books upon the upper 
shelves, which were car^-ed in wood, and 
served only to fill up the numbers, like 
faggots in the muster iif a regiment. I was 
wonderly pleased with svich a mixed kind 
of furniture, as seemed very suitable both 
to the lady and the scholar, and did not 
know at first whether I shmild fancy my-
self in a grotto or in a library. 

Upon my looking into the books, I found 
there were some few which the lady hatl 
t w g h t for her own use, but that most of 
them had been got together, either because 
she had heard them p r i s e d , or because she 
had seen the axithorsof them. Amcmg seve-
ral that I examined, I very well remember 
these that follow: 

Ogleby's Virgil. 
Dryden's Juvenal. 
Cassandra. 
Cleopatra. 
Astra a. 
Sir Isaac Newton's Works. 
T h e Grand Cyrus; with a pin stuck in 

one of the middle leaves. 
Pembroke's Arcadia. 
Locke on Human Understanding; with a 

paper of patches in it. 
A Spelling Book. 
A Dictionary for the explanation of hard 

words. 
Sherlock, upon Death. 
T h e fifteen comforts of Matrimony. 
Sir William Temple ' s Es-s^'s. 
Father Malebranche's Swrch after 

Tru th , translated into English. 
A Book of Novels. 
T h e Academy of Compliments. 
Culpepper's Midwifery. 
T h e L ^ i e s ' Calling. 
Tales in Verse, by Mr. Durfey; bound 

in red leather, gilt on the back, and 
doubled down in several places. 

All the Classic Authors in wood. 
A set of Elzevirs by the same hand. 
Clelia: which opened of itself in the place 

that describes two lovers in a bower. 
Baker's Chronicle. 
Advice to a Daughter. 
T h e New Atalantis, with a Key to it. 
Mr . Steele's Christian Hero. 
A Prayer-Book; with a bottle of Hun-

gary water by the side of it. 
Dr. Sacheverell's Speech. 
Fielding's Trial. 
Seneca's Morals. 
Taylor 's Holy Living and Dving. 
L a Ferte 's Instructions for Country 

dances. 
I was taking a catalogue in my p o ^ e t -

book of these, and several otlier authors, 
when Leonora entered, and upon my pre-
senting her with a letter from the knight, 
told me, with an unspeakable OTCe, that 
she hoped Sir RoMr was in good health: I 
answered Yes, f o r i hate long speeches, ^ d 
after a bow or two retired. 

Leonora was formerly a cekbratcd beau-
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ty, and is still a very Invely woman. She has 
been a widow for two or three years, and 
being unfmtunnte in her first raafriage, has 
takeji a resolution never to venture upon 
a second. Slie has no children to take care 
of, and leaves the management of her estate 
to my good friend Sir Roror. But as the 
mind naturally sinks intoakind of lethargy, 
and falls asleep, that is not agitated t>y 
some favourite pleasures and pursuits, Leo-
nora has turned all the pa.ssinns of her sex 
into a love of books and retirement. She 
converses chiefly with men (as slie has 
irften said herself) but it is only in their 
writings; and admits of very few male vi-
sitants, except my friend Sir Roger, whom 
she hears with great pleasure, and without 
scandal As her reading has lain very 
much among romances, it has given lier a 
very panicular turn of thinking, and dis-
covers itself even in her house, her gardens, 
and her furniture. Sir Roger has enter-
tained me an hour together with a descrip-
ticMi of her country seat, which is atuated 
in a kind of wilderness, about a hundrr f 
miles distant from London, and looks like 
a little enchanted palace. T h e rocks about 
her are shape<l into artificial grottos co-
vered with woodbines and jasmines. T h e 
woods are cut into shadv walks, twisted 
into bowers, and filled w'ith cages of tur-
tles. T h e sprinR are made to run among 
pebbles, and by tnat means taught to mur-
mur very agreeably. T h e v are likewise 
collected' into a beautifiil lake that is in-
habited by a couple of swans, and empties 
itself by a' little nvulet which runs through 
a m e n meadow, and is known in the fe-
mily by the name of • T h e Purling Stream.' 
T h e knight likewise tells me, that this lady 
preserves her game better than any of the 
gentlemen in the country, not (savs'Sir Ro-

the sex. And as this is a subject of a very 
nice nature, I shall desire my correspontf-
ents to give nie their thoughts upon it. C. 

ger) that she sets so great a value upon 
her partridges and pheasants, as upon her 
larks and nightingales. For she says that 
every hird which is killed in her ground, 
will spoil a concert, and that she shall cer-
tamly miss him the next year. 

When I think how oddly this lady is im-
proved by learning, I look iipcm her witii a 
mixture of admiration and pity. Amidst 
these innocent entertainments which she 
has formed to herself, how much more va-
luable does she appear than those of her 
sex, who employ themselves in diversions 
that are less reasonable though more in 
fashion? W h a t improvements would a wo-
man have made, who is so susceptible of 
impressions from what she reads, had she 
been guided to such books as have a ten-
dency to enlighten the understanding and 
rectitvthe pasaons, as well as to those which 
are of a little more use than to divert the 
imagination? 

But the manner of a ladv's emploving 
herself usefully in reading, shill t w ' t h e 
subject of another p:iper, in which I design 
to recommend such particular books as 
may be pn>per for the iniproi'eraent of 

No. 38.] Friday, Afiril 13, 1711. 
' C v p a B n n n placuisse n imis .—Mart , 

0&« would n o t pleaK too mqch . 

A LATE conversation which I fell into, 

fave me an op]»rtunity of observinga great 
eal of beauty in a veiy handsome woman, 

and as much wit in an mgenious man, turn-
ed into deformity In the one, and absurdity 
in the other, by the mere force of aJFer.ta-
tion. T h e fair one had something in her 
person, upon which her thoughts were fix-
ed, that she attempted to show to advantage 
in every look, word, and gesture. "I^e 
gentleman was as diligent to do justice to 
his fine parts, as the lady to her beauteous 
form. You might see i i s imagination on 
the stretch to find out something uncom-
mon, and what they call bright, to enter-
tain her , while she writhed herself into as 
many different postures to engage him. 
W h e n she laughed, her lips were to sever 
at a greater distance than ordinary, to show 
her teeth; her fan was to point to some-
thing at a distance, that in the reach she 
may discover the roundness of her a r m ; 
then she is utterly mistaken in what she 
saw, f ^ l s back, smiles at her <Jwn folly, 
and is so wholly discompos^, that her 
tucker is to be adjusted, her bosom ex-
posed, and the whole woman put into new 
airs and graces. WTiile she was doing all 
this, the galL-mt had time to think of some-
thing very pleasant to say next to her, or 
make some unkind observation on some 
other ladv to feed her vanity. These un-
happy effects of affectation, naturally led 
me tn look into that strange state of mind 
which so generally discolours the ^ h a v i o u r 
of most people we meet with. 

T h e learned Dr . Burnet, in his ' Theory 
of the Ear th , ' takes occa.«ion to observe, 
that every thought Is attended with a con-
sciousness and representativeness; the mind 
has nothing presented to it but what is im-
mediately followed by a reflection of con-
sciOTce, which tells vou whether that 
which was so presented is graceful or un-
becoming. This act of the mind discovers 
itself in tne gesture, by a proper behaviour 
in those whose consciousness goes no further 
than to direct them in the just progress of 
their present state or actitMi; but betrays 
an interruption in every second thought, 
when the consciousness is employed in too 
fondly approving a man's own conceptions; 
which sort of consciousness is what we call 
affectation. 

As the love of praise is implanted in our 
bosoms as a strong incentive to woithy ac-
tions, it is a very difficult task to get above 
a desire it for things that should be whol-
ly Indifferent. Women whose hearts are 
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fix«l upon the pleasiirc they have In the 
cfmsciousness that tlicy are the objer.ts of 
love and admiration, are ever changing the 
air nf their coiintenances, and altering the 
attitude of their bodies, to strike the hearts 
of their beholders with new sense of their 
W u t y . T h e dressing part of our sex, 
•whose mmds are the same with the sillier 
part of the other, are exactly in the like 
unensv condition to be regarded for a well-
tied cravat, a hat cocked with an uncom-
mon briskness, a very well-chosen coat, or 
other instances of merit, which they are 
impatient to see unobserved. 

This apparent affectation, arising from 
an ill-pivemcd consciousness, is not so 
much to be wondered at in such loose and 
trivial minds as these: but when we see 
it rei^n in characters of worth and dis-
tinction, it is what we cannot but lament, 
not without some indiijnation. I t creeps 
into the heart of the wise man as well as 
that of the coxcomb. W h e n vou see a 
man of sense look about for applause, and 
discover an itching inclination to be com-
mended; lay traps for a little incense, e\'en 
f r ^ those whose opinion he values in no-
thing but his own favour; who is safe 
ag ins t this weakness? or who knows whe-
therhe is guilty of it or not? T h e best way 
to get clear of such al ight fondness for ap-
plause, is to take all possible care to throw 
off the love of it upon occaaons that are not 
in themselves laudable, but as it appears 
we hope for no pnuse from them. Of this 
nature are all graces in men's persons, 
dress, aj>d bodily deportment, which will 
naturally be winning ajid attractive if we 
think not of them, but lose theirfbrce in pro-
portion to our endeavour to makethem such. 

When our consciousness turns upon the 
main design of life, and our thoughts are 
employed upon the chief purpKise either in 
business or pleasure, we shall never betray 
M affectation, for we cannot be guilty cif it: 
but when we give the passion for p r ^ s e an 
unWdled liberty, our pleasure in little 
perfections robs us of what is due to os for 
great virtues, and worthy qualities. How 
n i a n ^ x « l l e n t speeches and hmest actions 
are lost, for want of being indifferent where 
w e i g h t ? MOT are oppressed with regard 
t o ^ c i r way of speaking and acting, instead 
of having their thoughts b^nt up-Ti what 
they should do nt say; and bv that means 
bury a capacity for great things, bv their 
fear of failing in indifferent things. ' This, 
perhaps, cannot be cailed affectation; but it 
ha.s some tincture of it, at least so fer as 
that their fear of erring in a thing of' no 
consequence, argues they would be too 
much pleased in performing it. 

It is only from a thorough disregard to 
himself in such particulars, that a man can 

with a laudable sufficienr.v: his heart 
>s fixed upon one point in view; and he 
<';ommits no errors, because he thinks no-
thing an error but what deviates from that 
intention. 

T h e wild havock afTectatlon makes in 
that part of the wcn-ld which should be 
most polite, is visible wherever we turn our 
eves: it pushes men not only into imper-
tinences in conversation, but also in their 
premeditated speeches. A t the bar it tor-
ments the bench, whose business jt is to 
cut off all superfluities in what is spoken 
before it by the practitioner, as well as se-
veral little picces of iniustice which arise 
from the law itself, 1 nave seen it make a 
man run from the purpose before a judge, 
who was, when at the bar himself, so close 
and logical a pleader, tha t with all the 
pomp of eloquence in his power, he never 
spoke a woru too much.* 

I t might be borne, even here; but it often 
ascends the pulpit itself; and the decUimer 
in tliat sacred place, is frequently so im-
pertinentlv wittv, speaks of the last day it-
self with' so rnany quaint phrases, that 
there is no man who understands raillery 
but must resolve to sin no more. Nay, 
vou may behold him sometimes in prayer , 
for a proper delivery of the great truths he 
is to utter, humble himself with so very-well 
turned phrases, and mention his own un-
worthiness in a way so very becoming, that 
the air o f the pretty gentleman is preserved, 
under the lowliness of the preacher. 

I'shall en<l this with a short l e t t e r ! writ 
the other dav to a very witty man, oveiTun 
with the fault I am speaking of: 

'DEAR SIR,—I spent some time with 
you the other day, and most take tlie liber-
tv of a friend to tell you of the unsufferable 
affectation you are guilty of in all you say 
and d a W h e n I gave'you a hint of it , 
you asked me whether a man is to be cold 
to what his friends think of him? No, but 
praise is not to be the entertainment of 
cverv moment He that hopes for it must 
be able to suspend the possession of it till 
proper periods of life, or de:ith itself. If 
vou woijld not rather be commcnded than 
be prmse-worthy, contemn little merits; 
and allow no man to be so free with you, 
as to praise you to yo<ir face. Your vanity 
by this means will want its food. At t he 
same time vour passion for esteem will be 
bemoref i i l fy gratilied; men will p r a s e you 
in their a c t i o s : where vou now recciveone 
compliment, you will tben receive twenty 
civilities. Till then you will never have 
of either, fur ther than. Sir, your humble 
servant K. 

No. 39.] Saturday, Afiril 14, 17J1. 
MulU feto, ut placoRi eenu« irritaliile viium. 
Cum scrilKi HOT. Lib. S. Ep 

U I I T A T E D . 
Much do I suffer , much, to K«ep in . 
T h l i i«a)ous, wanpish, wrong beaded rh jo i i i ig r«ce. 

As a perfect tragedy is the noblest pro-
duction of human nature, so it is capable 

• T h i s Koiiia 1(1 be iiiWiiOe"! »» » c o m p i i n e n l t o 
Chancellor Cuwpei . 
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of giving the mind one of the most tlelight-
fcil and most improving entertainments. A 
virtuous man ^says Seneca) stnigs;ling with 
misfortunes, is such a spectacle as gods 
might look upon witli pleasure; and such 
a pleasure it is which one meets with in the 
representation of a well-written tragedy. 
Diversions of this kind wear out of our 
thoughts every thing that is mean and lit-
tle. T h e y cherish and cultivate that hu-
manity which is the ornament of our na-
ture. 'I 'hey soften insolence, sooth afflic-
tion, and subdue the mind to the dispensa-
tions of Providence. 

I t is no wonder therefore that in all the 
polite nations of the world, this par t of 
the drama has met with public encourase-
ment. ° 

T h e modem tragedy excels that of 
Greece and Rome, in the intricacy and dis-
position of the fable; but what a Christian 
w n t e r would be ashamed to own, falls in-
finitely short of it in the moral par t of the 
performance. 

Th i s I may show more at large hereaf ter : 
and in the mean time, that I may contribute 
something towards the improvement of the 
Knglish tragedy, I shall t ake notice, in this 
and in other following papers, of some par-
ticular par ts in it tha t seem liable to ex-
ception. 

Aristotle observes, tha t the Iambic verse 
in the Greek tongue was the most proper 
for t ragedy: because at the same time that 
it lifted u p the discourse from prose, it 
was that which approached nearer to it 
than any other kind of verse. ' Fo r , ' says 
he , ' we may obscr\-e that men in ordinary 
discourse very often speak iambics, without 
Uking notice of it . ' W e may make the 
same observation of our English blank 
verse, which often enters into our common 
d i s c ^ r s e , though we do not attend to it, 
and is such a due medium between rhyme 
and prose, tha t it seems wonderfully adapt-
ed to tragedy. I am therefore very much 
offended when I see a play in rhyme; which 
IS as absurd in English, as a tragedy of hex-
ameters would have been in Greek or 
Latin, T h e solecism is, I think, still great-
e r in those plays that have some sccnes in 
rhvme and some in blank verse, which are 
to be looked upon as two several languages; 
or where we see some particular 'similes 
dignified with rhyme at the same time that 
every tiling about them lies in blank verse. 
I would not however debar the poet f rom 
concluding his tragedy, or, if he pleases 
every act of it, with two or three couplets 
which may have the same effect as an air 
in the Italian opera after a long recitativo 
and give the actor a graceful exit. Besides 
that , we see a diversity of numbers in some 
parts of the old tragedv, in ortler to hinder 
the ear from being tired with the same con-
tinued modulation of the voice. Kor the 
same reason I do not dislike the speeches 
m our English tragedy that close with an 
hemistich, or half verse, notwithstawling 

the person who speaks af ter it begins a 
new verse, without filling u p the preced-
ing one: nor with abrupt pauses and break-
ings off in the middle of a verse, when 
they humour any passion that is expressed 
by iL 

Since I am uMn this subject, I must 
observe that our English poets have suc-
ceeded much better in the style, than in 
the sentiments of their tragedies. The i r 
language is very often noble and sonorous, 
but the sense either very trifling, or very 
common. On the contrary, in the ancient 
tragedies, and indeed in those of Comeille 
and Racine, though the expressions a re 
very great, it is the thought that bears 
them u p and swells them. For my own 
part , I prefer a noble sentiment that 'is de-
pressed with homely language, infinitely 
before a vulgar one tJiat is blown u p with 

the soimd and energy of expression. 
W h e t h e r this defect in our tragedies may 
arise from want of genius, knowledge, or 
experience in the writers, or from their 
compliance with the vicious taste of the i r 
readers, who are better judges of the lan-
guage than of the sentiments, and conse-
quently relish the one more than the other, 
I cannot determine. But I believe it might 
rectify the conduct both of the one and of 
the other, if the writer laid down the whole 
contexture of his dialogue in plain English, 
before he turned it into blank verse; and if 
the reader, af ter the perusal of a scene, 
would consider the naked thought of every 
speech in it, when divested of all its tragic 
ornaments. By this means, without teing 
imposed upon fey words, we may judge im-
partially of tlie thought, and consider 
whether it be natural or great enough for 
the person that ut ters it, whe ther it de-
serves to shine in such a blaze of doquence, 
or show itself in such a variety of lights as 
are generally made use of by the writers 
of our English tragedy. 

I must in the next place observe, that 
when our thoughts are great and just, they 
are often obscured by the sounding phrases, 
ha rd metaphors, and forced expressions in 
which they are clothed. Shakspeare is often 
very faulty in this particular. T h e r e is a 
fine observation in Aristotle to this pur-
pose, which I have never seen quoted. 
T h e expression, says he, ought to be very 
much laboured in tlie unactive parts of the 
fable, as in descriptions, similitudes, narra-
tions, and the l ike; in which the opinions, 
manners, and passiwis of men are not re-
presented; for these {namely, the opinions, 
manners, and passions,) are apt to be ob-
scured by p o m j ^ s phrases and elaborate 
expressions. Horace, who copied most of 
his criticisms from Aristotle, seems to have 
had his eye on the foregoing rule, in tiie 
following verses: 

' E t i r ^ n c u s plTiiinquP dolf't •e rmnne : 
TeJ^pJiuB et IVIeiiji. c<iid paiip(.r r t c x t i J ui«rqiio. 
Projici t ampullar R^'M<iipoij&lia v-r f ia . 
9 i cu ra t cot i pcc ian t i s tcii^Riip fiunrola. ' 

HOT. An Pott, ver K . 
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• T r s i r t i t f i ! " t on lay by Ibf I r e l a t e t o g t l e v e : 
ri-l'iuanilTeleplliii, eJil'il P""^ 
F o i ^ t t he i r iwe l l i ng a n d g i g i n i i c w o r d ' . ' 

.AoscffHiintfx. 
AmotiK our mcx\em English poets, there 

is hone who has abetter turn for tisgedy than 
Lee; if instead of favouring the impetuosity 
of his genim he had restrained it, and kept 
it within its proper bounds. His thoughts 
arc wonderfully suited to tragedy, but fre-
quently lost in such a cloud of' words, that 
it is hard to see the beauty of them. T h e r e 
is an infinite fire in his works, but so in-
volved in smoke that it does not appear in 
half its lustre. He frequently succeeds in 
the pa-isionate paits o f the t r ^ d y , but 
more particularly where he slackens his 
efforts, and eases the style of those epithets 
and me t^hor s , in which he so mucli 
abounds. W h a t can be more natural, more 
soft, or more passionate, than that line in 
Statira's speech where she describes the 
charms of Alexander's conversation? 
* n e n l M would t a lk—Good gods ' h o w b s w o i i l d t e l k ! ' 

Tha t unexpected break in the line, and 
turning the description of his manner rf 
talking into admiration of it, is inexpressi-
bly beautiful, and wonderfully suited to the 
fond character of the person that speaks it. 
There is a simplicity in the words, tha t 
outshines the utmost pride of expression. 

Otwav has followed nature in the lan-
guage of his t r ^ e d y , and therefore shines 
m the passiwate parts, more than any of 
TOr English poets. As there is something 
familiar and domestic in the fable of his 
tragedy, more than in those of any other 

lie has little pomp, but great force in 
his expressions. For which reason, though 
he has admirably succeeded in the tender 
and melting part of his t r ^ed ic s , he some-
times falls into too great familiarity of 
phrase in those parts, which by Aristotle's 
rule, ought to have been raised and sup-
ported bv the dignity of expression. 

It has W n obsen ed by others, that this 
p o « has founded his tragedr of Venice 
f rescn ed on so wrong a pl'ot, that the 
grratest characters in it are those of rebels 
^ d traitors. Had the hero of this play 
i ^ e r r i the same good qualities in the 
delence of his country that he showed for 
Its nnn and subveraon, the audience could 
not enough pit>- and admire him: but as he 
isnow r e p e n t e d , we can onlv sav of him 
•what the Roman historian says'of Cataline. 
that his fall would have been glorious (si 
fire fiatria SIC cwddiitet) had he so faUen 
in the service of his country. c . 

I M I T A T E D . 

No. 40,] Monday, April 16, 1711. 
Ac n e fortfl pnt t* , m», i j u s ftwre ! [ « recusem 
OuQ r ^ l c I r ec i ^n t a l i i , la i idare m a l i ^ n e ; 
lllc per ^ x t c n t a m f i inom mib i pr«Re Tidetur 

p n f i a , m n i m q u i pectUR i n a n i l e r a n ^ i t , 
I r r i ta t , mulpet , t ^ h i i t m o r i b i i a implel , 
I t t t i a i u i ; e i m o d o i n e ' n i c M " . m o i l n p o n i t Alto' iua 

Hot. Lib. S, Ep . 1. a t e . ' 

Y>t Ipsl you th in l t I ra l ly m o r e I h a n t r a r l i , 
O r p r a i w , raaligranl, er ta I c a n n o t reath. 
L e i m e for once p resume f inBlriict the l imes . 
T o k n o w Ibe pnnt ftom the m a n of r h y m e s ; 
T i s he , w h o g i v e s m y breas t a t h o u s a n d ps in s , 
C a n m a k o m e feel each passion t h a t h e feigns; 
Enra j to , compose, w i t h more t h a n ma^ ic a r t , 
W i t h picw, and w i t h te r ror , t e a r m y h e a r t ; 
A n d s a a i c h m e o 'e r the c a i l b , o r t h iouu l i Ihe a i r . 
T o Tbebes . t o A t b e n s , w h e n be wi l l , a n d where . 

fepi. 

THE English writers of tragedy are pos-
sessed with a notion, that when they re-
present a virtuous or innocent person in 
distress, they ought not to leave him till 
they have delivered him out of his trou-
!)les, or made him triumph over his ene-
mies. Th i se r ro r theyhavebeen l ed in toby 
a ridiculous doctrine in modem criticism, 
that tiiey are obliged to an equal distribu-
tion of rewards and punishments, and an 
impartial execution of poetical justice. 
W h o were the first that established this 
rule I know not; but I am sure it has no 
foundation in nature, in reason, or in the 
practice of the ancients. W e find that 
good and evil happen alike to all men on 
this ade of the grave; and as the principal 
design of tragedy is to raise commisera-
tion and terror m the minds of the au-
dience, we shall defeat this great end, if 
we always make virtue and innocence hap-
py and succcssful. Wliatcver crosses and 
disappointments a good man suffers in the 
bodv of the tragedy, they will make but a 
s m i l impression on our minds, when we 
know that in the last act he is to arrive a t 
the end of his wishes and desires. W h e n 
•we see him engaged in the deptiis of his 
afRictions, we are apt to comfort ourselves, 
because we are sure he will find his way 
out of them; and that his grief, how great 
soever it may be at present, will 50<»i ter-
minate in gladness. For this reason the 
ancient writers of tragedy treated men in 
their plays, as thev are Sealt with in t he 
world, by making virtue sometimes happy 
and sometimes miserable, as they foun3 
it in the fable which they made choice 
of, or as it might affect their audience in 
the most agreeable manner. Aristotle con-
siders the tragedies that were written in 
either of these kinds, and observes, tha t 
those which ended unhappil;*' had always 
pleased the people, and carried away the 
prize in the putl ic disputes of the stage, 
from those that endetl happily. Ter ror 
and commiseration leave a pleasing an-
guish in the mind; and fix the audience m 
such a serious composure of thought, as is 
much more lasting and delightful than any 
little tranaent starts of joy and satisfaction. 
Accordingly we find, t t a t more of our 
English tn^ed ies have succeeded in which 
the favourites of the audience sink under 
their calamities, than those in which they 
recover themselves out of them. 1 he best 
plays of this kind arc T h e Orphan, Venice 
Preserved, Alexander the Great, Theodo-
sius, All for Love, CEdipus, Oroonoko, 
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Othello, gcc, King Lear is an admirable 
tragedy of the same kind, as Shaispeare 
wrote It; but as it is reformed, according 
to the chimerical notion of poetical Justice, 
in my humble opinion it has lost half its 
beauty. A t the same time I must allow, 
that there are very noble tragedies, which 
have been framed upon the other plaii, and 
have ended happily; as indeed most of the 
good tragctlies, which have been written 
since the starting of the above criticism, 
have taken this turn; as T h e Mourning 
Bride; Tamerlane, Ulysses, Phxdra and 
Hippoiitus, with most of Mr. Dryden's. I 
must also allow that many of Shakspeare's, 
and several of the celebrated tragedies of 
antiquity, are cast in the same forni, I do 
not therefore dispute against this way of 
writing tragedies, but ag^nst the criticism 
tha t would establish this as the only me-
thod; and by that means would very 
much cramp the English tragedy, and 
perhaps give a wrong bent to the genius of 
our writers. 

T h e tragi-ccmedy, which is the product 
of the English theatre, is one of the most 
monstr' .us inventions that ever entered into 
a poet's thoughts. An author might as 

think of weaving the adventures of 
/t-neas and Hvidibras mto one poem, as cf 
writing such a motley picce o mir th and 
sorrow. But the absurdity of these per-
formances is so very visible, that I shalf not 
insist upon i t 

T h e same objections which are made to 
tragi-comedy, may in some measure be ap-
plied to all tragedies that have a double 
plot in them; which are likewise more fre-
quent upon the English stage, than upon 
any other; for though the grief of the au-
dience, in such ]Mrformances, be not 
chajigcd into another passion, as in tragi-
comedies; it is diverted upMi another ob-
ject, which weakens their concern for the 
priiicip.d action, and breaks the tide of sor-
n jw, bv throwing it into different channels. 
T h i s inconvenience, however, mav, in a 
great measure be cured, if not wholly re-
imvetl , by the skilful choice of an under-
plot, which may bear such a near relatlcn 
to the principal design as to contribute to-
wards the a 'mpletion of it, and be con-
c l ^ e d by; the ?ame catastrophe. 

T h w is also another particular, which 
mav be reckoned among the blemishes, or 
rather the false beauties of our English tra-
gedy: I mean those particular speeches 
whjch are commonly known bv the name 
of rants. T h e warm and passionate parts 
of a tragedy, are always the most taking 
with the audience; for which reason we 
often see the players pronouncing, in all 
t he violence of action, several parts of the 
tragedy which the author writ with great 
temper, and designed that they should 
have been so acted. I have seen Powell* 

very often raise himself a loud clap by this 
artifice. T h e poets that were acquainted 
with this secret, have given frequent oc-
casion for such emotions in the actor, by 
adding vehemence to words where there 
was no passion, or inflaming a real passion 
into fustian. T h i s hath filled the mouths 
of our heroes with bombast; and given 
them such sentiments, as proceed rather 
from a swelling than a greatness of mind. 
Unnatural exclamations, curses, vows, 
blasphemies, a defiancc of mankind, and 
an outraging of the gods, frequently pass 
upnn the audience for towering thoughts, 
and have accordingly met with infinite ap-
])Iause. 

I shall here add a remark, which I am 
afraid our tragic writers may make an ill 
use of. As our heroes are generally lovers, 
their swelling and blustering upon the 
stage very much recommends 'them to the 
fair part of their audience. T h e ladies are 
wondei-fiiily pleased to see a man insulting 
kings, or affronting the gods in (sie scene, 
and throwing himself at the feet of his 
mistress in another. Le t him behave him-
self insolently towards the men, and ab-
jectly towards the fair cne, and it is ten to 
one but he proves a favourite with the 
boxes. Drvtfen and Lee, in seve i^ of 
t h a r tragedies, have practised this secrct 
with good success. 

But to show how a rant pleases beyond 
the most just and natural thought that is 
not pronounccd with vehemence, I would 
desire the reader when he sees the tragedy 
of CEdipus, to observe how quietly tlie hero 
is dismissed at the end of the third act, 
after having pronounced the following lines, 
in which the thought is very natural, and 
apt to move compassion: 

• T o j o n g o o d p x f c , I m e k e n i T l a « t appeal.* 
Or clear my r i r t i iM. or my r r f n v i j r e « a l 
I r i n th« inaz^ c t n f I blindly run , 
And backward t r -«d ibone p« ihs I soughl lo s l u n ; 
I m p u t e my error? to your ou-o decnw: 
M y hands are gu i l ty , b<ii my h e a « i s f ree. ' 

Let US then observe with what thunder 
cl.i[» cf applause he leaves the stage, after 
the impieties ajid execrations at the end of 
the fourth act; and you will wonder to see 
an audience so cursed and so pleased at the 
same time. 

* O t h a t , a s oft I h a r e a t A i b e n s seen, 

[ K ' A e r e i y the xoay, thrre was no stage 
till many years after CEdipus. ] 

T h e r t i r e aii«e, a n d the h i edour i sdescenr t ; 
R i n o w in very deed, I might behold 
TLis ponfl'roua globe, and all yon m j r b l e roof. 
Meet, l ike tbe hani ls of Jove, and crush m a n k i n d ' 
For a l j the e lement i , ' &c. 

ADVEHTISE-MEKT. 
H a v i o j spnlcen of Mr. Po»plI . a s somet imfs r a i i i n j ; 

himself f rom the ill i M f of a n audience, I 
mus t do h im the jus t ice to o w n , t h a t he is excellently 

• Mr. Geor j i . Powell, t l iouth in ,he s a m e 
aphnre wi lh Be i i e r ion . Booth, Wi lkes , he. m a i n t a m p a 
no inccnsideraMe r a n k l a the public e e t i m a t i a n ; u s . 

fo r tuna te ly , rtowever, io hia la t te r da}*?, Ibe love of t h e 
bott le w e a n e d him f r o m Iiis a t t a d u n c n t to t ^ sLBfe. 
and hedenl ined ereat lvf l -om t h a t r epu ta t ion whic l iSe 
had aciiuired. Iln w»" autHor of l i w Plays, all of 
which be hrougbt o n t h e s tage w i th M o d aucceu. H e 
(lied i a 1714. 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



rnmwd Tnr a IrairHIiLn, nn^l. w h r n he ^ a n e t , d f i w r v m 
Ui^ a d m i r R i i o n of (he bf'Kt juil^ofl: m 1 dnuh t nrn Ir i i be 
w i l l i n tni* C o n i | u n t of M«~xico, wbicK is ac ;«d f b t hia 
o w n benefi t , Co-morrow Dight. C. 

N a 41.] Tuesday, ji/iril IT, 1711. 
T u a o n i n v e n t s reporifi pa. 

O tuL H e l . i . CM. 
S o ftund. if nOTM t b s n lost . S i ^ a o n . 

COMPASSION for the gentleman who 
writes the following letter, shcxild not pre-
v£ul upon me to fall upon the fair-sex, if it 
were not that I find tliey arc frequently 
fairer than they ought to be. Such impos-
t u r a are not to be tolerated in civil society, 
and I think his misfortune ought to be made 
public, as a warning for other men always 
to examine into what they admire. 

' SiR.—Supposiiig you to be a person of 
Rcneral knowledge, T make my application 
to you on a very particular occasion. I have 
a great mind to be rid of my wife, and 
J j o ^ . *hen you consider my case, you will 
be <rf opinion I have verv jiist pretenaons 
t o a i v o r c e . I am a mereman of the town, 
^ d have very little improvement, but-what 
I have ^ from plavs. 1 remember in T h e 
hUent Woman,* the lcame<l Dr. Cutberd, 
OT Dr. Ower, (I forget which) makes one 
rt the causes of separation to be Error 
• r e m n x , when a man marries a woman, 
and finds her not to be the same woman 
w h w he intended to marry, but another. 
It that be law, it is, I presume, exactly my 

For you are to know, Mr. Spectator, 
that there are women who do not let their 
»iuV>ands see thrir faces till they are mar-
ried. ' 

•Not tn keep you in suspense, I mean 
pl^nly that part of the sex who paint. 
1 h<T are some of them so exquisitely skil-
ful thw way, that give them but a tolerable 
pair of eyes to set up with, and t he r will 
make bosom, hps, cheeks, and eve-brows, 
by their own industry. As for my dear 
jiever was a man so enamoured as T was of 
her fair foreheaa. neck, and arms, as well 
^ h e bnght jet of her hair: but, to my 

I find they were all the 
c n e c t « a ^ Her skin is sn tarnished with 
this p i ^ t i c e that when she first wakes in 
a momng , ^ e scarce seems young cncMgh 

"f her whom I wrr icd to 
^ the night before. I shaU take the 
h b m y to part w,th her by the first oppor-
tumw, unle^ her father will make her 
portion su i tab le^ her real, not her as.sumed 
countenance. 'Hiis I thought fit to let him 
and her know by your means. 1 am. Sir 
your most obedient, humble servant.' ' 

I cannot tell what the law, or the parents 

U n l « . l h c publ ic t W h a s t r p V t w 
y ^ u I H ^ I I " ^ " P ' o - l l P n t [ . T t o r m s n c e 

w l w r T n l ^ J l ' ' a c o . p t . b l e t h a n t h e flippj^t 

" i T O i B e p e n s o f a o m o o f o u H D o O e r n d i a o i s l i a t s . 10 

of the ladr will do for this injured gentle-
man, Init must allow he has very much jus-
tice on his side. I have indeed very long 
nJjscrved this evil, and distinKuishetl those 
of our WDmcn who wear their own, from 
those in l)orrowed complexions, by the 
Picts and the British. There docs not need 
any great clisccniment to jiulge which are 
which. T h e British have a lively animated 
aspect; the Picts, though never soljeautiful, 
have dead uninformed countcnances. T h e 
muscles of a real facc sometimes swell with 
soft jMssion, sudden surorise, and are ilush-
ed with agreeable confusions, arcording as 
the oWects before them, or the ideas pre-
sented" to them, aftl-ct tlieir imagination. 
But the Picts behold all things with the 
same air, whether they are joyful or sad; 
the same fixed insensi&ility appears vipon 
all occasions. A Pict, though she takes all 
that pains to invite the approach of lovers, 
is obliged to keep them at a certain dis-
tance; a sigh in a languishing lover, if 
fetched too near her, would dissolve a fea-
ture; and a kiss snatched by a forward one, 
might transfer the complexion of the mis-
tress to the admirer. It is hard to speak of 
these false fair ones, without saving some-
thing uncomjJaisant, but I woufd only re-
commend to them to consider how they like 
coming into a room new painted; they may 
assure themselves the near approach of a 
lady who uses this practice is much more 
offensive. 

Wil l Honeycomb told us, one day, an ad-
venture he once had with a P i c t This 
lady had wit, as wcU asbeautv, at will; and 
made it her business to gain liearLs, for no 
Mher reason but to rally the torments of 
her lovers. She would make great ad-
vances to ensnare men, but without any 
mannerof scruple break off when there was 
no profocatiOT. Her ill nature and vanity 
made my friend very easily proof Eigainst 
the charms of her wit and con^'ersatinn; but 
her beauteous form, instead of being blem-
ished by her falsehood and inconstancy, 
every day increased upon him, and she had 
new attractions every time he saw her. 
WTien she observed Wil l irrevocably her 
slave, she began to use him as such, and 
after many steps towards such a cmelty, 
she a t last utterly banished him. T h e un-
happy lover strove in vidn, by servile epis-
tles, to revoke his doom, till at length he 
was forced to the last refuge, a round sum 
of money to her maid. This corrupt at-
tendant placed him early in the morning 
behind thehangings in her mistress's dress-
ing-room. He stood very conveniently to 
obsen-e, without being seen. T h e Pict be-
gins the face she designed to wear that day, 
and I have heard him protest she had 
worked a full half hour brfore he knew her 
tn be the same woman. As soon as he saw 
the dawn of that complexion for whicli he 
had so long languished, he thought fit to 
break from his roncealmew, repeating tliat 
verse of Cowley: 
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' Th- a d o r n t n g tbPe w i t h ao m u c h s r t , 
Ja b u t a bArbarouB ak i l l ; 

T i ' l i k e Ibe po i i -n ing o f a d a r t , 
T o o ap t before t o kill." 

T h e Pict stood before him in the utmost 
confusion with the prettiest smirk imagina-
ble on the finished side of h e r face, pale as 
ashes on the other. Honeycomb seized all 
h e r ga l l ^ -po t s and washes, and carried off 
his liand£erchief full of brushes, scraps of 
Spanish wool, and phials of unguents. T h e 
lady went into the country: the lover was 
cured. 

I t is certain no faith ought to be kep t 
witli cheats, and an oath made to a Pict is 
of itself void. I would therefore exhort all 
the British ladies to single them out, nor do 
I know any but Lindamira who should be 
exempt from discovery; for her own com-
plexion IS so delicate that she oucht to be 
allowed the covering it with paint, as a 
pumshmeiit for choosing to be the worst 
piece <if ar t extant, instead of the master-
piece of nature. A s for my part , who have 
no expectations from women, and consider 
Oiem only as they are par t of the species, I 
do not half so much fear offending a beautv 
as a woman of sense; 1 shall therefore p r t ^ 
(luce several faces which have been in pub-
lic these many years, and never appeare t i 
I t will be a very pretty entertainment in tlie 
playhouse, (when I have abolished this cus-
tom) to see so many ladies, when they first 
lay It down, incog, in their own faces. 

In the mean time, as a pattern for im-
proving their charms, let the sex study the 
agreeable btatira. Her features are en-
livened with the cheerfulness of her mind, 
and g o ^ humour gives an alacrity to h e r 
eyes. She is graceful without affwtinR an 
air, and unconcerned without appearing 
careless. H e r havmg no m a n n e r ^ art in 
h e r mmd, makes her want none in h e r 
person. 

How like is this lady, and how unlike is 
• " description Dr . Donne gives 

01 his mistress? 

la Ibe ahou l , (he Inne a p p l a u d i n g no te , 
^ H i i i n ' a h igh pluuie , o t Oldlirld'B p e t t i c o a t : 
Or w h e n fromMiurt a b i r t h d a y su i t b e n o w ' d 
fcinka t h e Inst ac lo r i n t h e t a w d r y load-
B c w t h e n t e t e h a r k ! t i n u n i r e r a a l p e a l ' 

' • — H e r pure a n d a loQurn t b lood 
in h e r c f w k a , a n d an d i s t i n c t l y w i o u s b l , 

T h a t o n e w o u l d a l m o s t s a y b t r body t h o u g h t . ' 

A D V E S T I S E M E ^ T . 
A y o m i » ( ! e ; t l e w o m » n o f a b o u t n i n e t e e n r e a r a of a e e 

(b red m t^te f a m i l y of a p e n o n o f q u a l i t y , l a t e l y ^ 

' f - ® ^i!!!!? d rape ry p a r t , a n d 
F"" ooaaKJlirtteco. l o a n of t h e ftce w i U i j r e a t a r t a n d a u u e a g , E -

N o . 4 2 . ] fi'ednesday, A}iril 18, 1711. 
G a ^ a r i u m rangire putea i » i n u « . a u t m a t e T u a c u m • 
T a n t o c i imac rep i tu l ud i s p ^ c t a n i u r , e t a r tea 
D i » i t i i r q i i 5 p e r e ( ! i i n e ; < ) u l b i i s o b l i t u a a c l o r ' 
C u m a te l i t i n acena , c o n c u m t Atfjaot^ ) e v 9 
n i x i t a d h u c a l i i u i r l ? N i l a a n e . Q u i d r4ac«i e r s o ? 
L i n a T a > i : n l i n Q » i o l a a i i n i i a t a w i i » . n o . 

I h r . L ib . S. Ep . i. 20S. 
L M I T A T E D . 

L o u d aa t h e wolvea , o n O r c a ' s s t o r m y sleep, 
H e w l t o itie l o a r i n g a of the lu r t lMrD deep ; 

..u.c.u iMCK; but; uiii.filial j 
Biit h s a IK JPCKCN N o t a syl lable 
n h a t shook t h e a tage , a n d m a d e Ibe peopln a t a r e ? 
t a i o ' a long w i g , flowr'd g o w n , a n d l a cke i ' d c h a i r . 

PCfC, 
ARISTOTLE has observed, that ordinary 

wnte r s m tragedy endeavour to raise terror 
and pity in their audience, not by proper 
sentiments and expresaons, but by the 
dresses and decorations of the stage. T h e n ; 
IS something of this kind very ridiculous in 
the English theatre. 'WTien the author has 
a mind to terrify us, it tliunders; when he 
would make us mclancholy, the stage is 
darkened. But among all our tragic arti-
fices, I am the most offended at those which 
are made use of to inspire us with magnifi-
cent ideas of the persons that speak. T h e 
ordinary method of making a hero, is to 
clap a huge plume of feathers upon his 
head, which rises so very high, that there 
IS often a greater length from his chin to 
the top of his head, than to the sole of his 
foot One would believe, that we thought a 
^ a t man and a tall man the same toing. 
TTiis^ very much embarrasses the actor, 
wlw is forced to hold his neck extremely 
stiff and steady all the while he sjtf gtks; and 
notwithstanding any anxieties which he 
p « ^ d s for his mistress, his country, or 
to tnends, one may see by his action, that 
his greatest care and concern is to keep t h e 
plume of featiiers f rom falling off his head. 
I or my own ijart, when I se« a man utter-
ing his complaints imder such a mountsun 
of feathers, 1 am apt to look upon him ra -
ther as an unfortunate lunatic than a dis-
tressed h e r a As these superfluous orna-
ments upon the head make a great man, a 
>rincess generally receives her grandeur 
rom those additional incumbrances that fall 

into h e r tail; I mean the broad sweeping 
tram that follows h e r in aU h e r moUons, 
and finds constant employment for a boy 
who stands behind her to open and spread 
It to advantage. I do not know how others 
are affected at this sight, but I must con-
fess, m y eyes arc wholly taken u p with the 
page s par t ; and as for the queen, I am not 
so attentive to any thing she speaks, as to 
the right adjusting of l.er train, fest it shcwld 
chance to t n p u p h e r heels, or incommode 
her, as she walks to and fro upon the stage. 
I t is, in my opinion, a very odd s p e c t r e , 
to see a queen venting her passion in a dis-
nnlered motion, and a littie boy taking care 
aU the while that they do not niffie the t ^ 
of her gown. T h e parts tliat the two per-
sons act on the stage at the same time are 

different T h e princess is afraid lest 
she should incur the displeasure of the king 
her father , or lose the hero h e r lover, 
whilst her attendant is only concerned lest 
she should ent-mgle her feet in her petticoat. 

W e are told, that an ancient tragic poet | 
to move the pity of his audience for !iis 
exUed kings and distressed heroes, used to 
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make tlic actnrs represent them in dresses 
and clothes that were thruail-lmre and de-
cayed. This artifice for moving pity, seems 
as ill-contiived as that we have been speak-
ing of, tn inspire ns with a great idea of the 

Fersonsintroduceduponthestage. Inshort , 
would have our conceptions ndsed by the 

dignity of thought and sublimity of expres-
siOT, rather than by a train of robes or a 
plume of feathers. 

Another mechanical method of making 
great men, and adding dignity to kinra anil 
queens, is to accompany them with halberds 
and battle-axes. T w o or three shifters of 
scenes, with the two candle-snuffers, make 
up a complete body of guards upon the En-
glish stage; and by the addition of a few 
porters dressed in red coats, can represent 
aboTe a dozen legions. I have sometimes 
seen a couple of armies drawn up together 
upon the stage, when the poet has been dis-
p o s e to do honour to his generals. I t is 
impossible for the reader 's imagination to 
multiply twenty men into such prodigious 
multitudes, or to fancy that two or three 
hundred thousand soldiers arc fighting in a 
room of forty or fifty yartls in compass. In-
cidents of such a nature should be told, not 
represented. 

* Xon taraen inlua 
r i j n a (fcii j i romesin s ^ n a m : miil taque tolle® 
i ix oculis, a u e m o x n a r r e t fnc t j rd ia prffsena.' 

Bor. Jrs Poet vtT. 182. 
* Tot there ap*? Ih inw improper Tor s « « n f . 
W h i c b meo of judgment only will rel&c«.* Rostonmon. 

I should, therefore, in this particular, re-
commend to my countrvmeii the example 
of the French stage. Where the ^ n g s and 
queens alway'S appear unattended, and 
leave their guards behind the scenes. 1 
should likewise be glad if we imitated the 
French in banishing from our stage the 
noise of drums, trumpets, and huzzas; 
•which is sometimes so very ^ a t , that 
when there is a battle in the Haymarket 
theatre, one m a y h e a r it as f a r a s Charing-
cross. 

I have here only touched upon those par-
ticulars which are made use of to raise and 
aggrandize the persons of a tragedy; and 
shall show, in another paper, the several 
expedients which are practised by authors 
of a A-ulgar genius to move terror, pity, or 
admiration, in their hearers. 

T h e tailor and the painter often contri-
bute to the success of a tragedy more than 
the poet. Scenes affect ordinary minds as 
much as speeches; and our actors are very 
sensible, that a well-dressed play has some-
times brought them as full audiences as a 
well-written one. T h e Italians have a very 
good phrase to express this ar t of imposing 
upon the spectators by appearances; they 
call it the ' Fourberia della »ceni.' ' T h e 
knaverj-ortr ickish part of the drama. ' But 
howeverthe show and outside of the tragedy 
may work upon the vulgar, the more iin-
derstanding part of the audience immedi-
ately see through it, and despise it. 

A good poet will give the reader a more 
lively idea of an army or a battle in a de-
scription, than if he actually saw them 
drawn up in squadrons and battalions, or 
engaged in the confusion of a fight. Our 
minds should be opened to great concep-
tions, and inflamed with glorious sentiments 
by what the actor speaks more tiian by 
what he appears. Can all the trappings 
or equipage of a king or hero, give Brutus 
half that pomp and majesty which he re-
cdves from a few lines in Shakspeare? 

l-i. 

No. 43.] T/iursday, J/iril 19, 1711. 
T?» tibi rn jDl nrtps; pn^'i'Ti^ imponeroinorem. 
Parcere mbl ' c l i s , e t debrllate sniK-rbos. 

y i ' g . . » ; « - vi. 853. 
Be thPse thy a r t s . tnb i i l content ion cease, 
Chain up "tern war , and (tivn tiK nal iona j e a t e ; 
O'er suhject landa e j t e n d thy eontle »way, 
And teach wi th iron rod the haughty to obey. 

THERE are crowds of men whose great 
misfortune it is that they were not bound 
to mechanic arts or trades; it being abso-
lutely necessary for them to be led by some 
contimial task or employment. These are 
such as we commonly call dull fellows; 
persons, who for want of something to do, 
out of a ce r t ^n vacancy of thought, ra ther 
than curiosity, arc ever meddimg with 
tilings for which they are unfit. I cannot 
rive ynu a notion of them better, than by 
presenting you with a letter from a gentie-
man, who belongs to a society of this order 
of men, residing at Oxford, 

'Oxford , April 13, 1711, 4 o'clock in 
the morning. 

' SIR,—In some of your late speculations, 
I find some sketches towards a history of 
clubs; but you seem to me to show them in 
somewhat too ludicrous a light. I have 
well weighed that matter, and think, that 
the most important ncgociations may best 
be c a r r i ^ on in such assemblies. I shall, 
therefore, for the good of mankind (which 
I t rust you and I are equally conccmed for) 
propose an institution of that nature for ex-
ample sake. 

' I must confess that the design and trans-
actions of too many clubs are trifling, and 
manifestly of no consequence to the nation 
or public weal. Those I will give you up. 
Btit you must do me then the justice to own, 
that nothing can be more useful or lauda-
ble, than the scheme we 50 upon. T o 
avoid nicknames and witticisms, we call 
ourselves the Hebdomadal Meeting. Our 
preadent continues for a year at least, and 
sometimes four or five; we are all grave, 
serious, designing men, in our way: we 
think it our' duty, as far as in us lies, to 
take care the constitution receives no harm 
—At quid detrimmti ret cafiiat publico.— 
T o censure doctrines or facts, perRons or 
thinp-s, which we do not like; to settle the 
nation at home, and carry on the war 
abroad, where and in what manner we see 
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fit. If other poopk are not of our opinion, 
we cannot help t ha t It were better thev 
were. Moreover, we now and then con-

little affairs of our own university 
'Venly , Mr. Spectator, we are much 

offended a t the act for imponinK F r e ^ h 
wuKs. A bottle or two of ^ foUd rfU 
f j ins port at h-mest George's, made a night 
cheer fu l and threw off reserve. But thU 
p l a ^ y French clarct will not only cost us 
more money, but do us less good. H a d we 
^ e n aware of it before it had gone too far, 
I mu« tell you, we would have petitioned 
to be heard upon that subject. But let that psss, 

J^now likewise, good sir, 
that we look uponacertain northern prince's 
march, in exjunction with infide!^ to be 
p ^ p a i l y a ^ n s t our good-will and liking; 

for all monsieur Palmquist, a molJ 
cangerous innovafipn: and we are bv no 

V , A ' fny own pri-
vate i m e r s leave room for a politician, well 
v e , ^ m matters of this nature, to suspec 
S u me ' ^ Wend of L n l 
, ' W e think we have at least done the bu-

siness ^ t h the malcontents in 
and shall clap up a peace there. ' 

' W h a t the neutrality army is to do, or 
what the army in Flankers, and what two 
or three other princes, is not yet fuUy de-
termined among us; and we wait impa-
tiently for the coming in of the next Dv^r, 
* h o you must know la our authentic intel-
l i ^ n c e , our Aristode in politics. And 
indeed, it is but fit tliere should be some 
dermcr r e ^ r t , the absolute decider of aU 
controversies. 

' W e w e r e l a t d y i n f o r m e d that the gal-
lant trained-bands had patroUed all night 
loiK about the streets of London. W e in-
deed could not iniarinc any occasion for it. 
we guessed not a titUe on it aforehand we 
^ r e in nothing of the secret; and that city 
t ^ e s m e n , or their apprentices, should do 
t h ^ c w the holidays, we 
thought absolutely impossible. But Dver 
^ e ^ s a i v e m it, and some letters from 
who had talked with some 
H V L L " know, 
f l ^ ^ ® countenance to it, the chairman 
repurtea trom the committee appointed to 

S E R E M M ^ I ' L " J ^ ^ ^ 
something in it. Thave 

much n,ore to say to you. but my iwo ^ 
fnends and lio,mn(c Z l W -
boots, are just, come in. and t l . r c X e b 
i ^ y . r am i„ the meantime, Mr. SiJec-
tator, youradmirc-i;ann humble s e n a n ^ 

• A B R A H A M F R O T H . ' 

to their Inquiries, which dull fellows do not 
make for information, but for exerdse I 
do not know but this may be a very ^ 
way of a i ^ n n t i n g for what wc f reque^ lv 
^ to wit, that dull fellows p i w e v w 
g ^ men of business. Business relieves 
them from their own natural heaviness, b*r 
furmshuig them with what to do; w h e t ^ 
busmess to mercurial men, is an i n t e r r u ^ 
tion 1mm their real existence and happiT 
ness. Though the dull part of m a n k i n d ^ 
liarrnless in their amusement-s, it were to 
Oe wished they had no vacant time, becau.se 
thev usually undertake something that 
makes their wants conspicuous, by their 

You'shlll sel-

fef ^ education, 
but if he happens to have any leisure upon 
his hands, will turn his head to one of t h ^ 
two amusements for all fools of e m i n e n t 
politics or poetry. T h e former of tii^ 
a t t t IS A e study cf all dull people in gene-
ral; but when dubiess is lodge? in a ^ -
^ n of a quick animal life, it g e n e r a l l y ^ -
erts Itself in poeti,-. One might 'here 
m a n a few miUury writers, who g i ^ 
^ t entertainment to the age, bv reason t h a t t h e ^ p l d i t y o f t h e i r h e a d s i s m i c K 
by the alacnty of theu- hearts. U i s con-
mtutioH in a duD feDow, gives ^gou r to 
n o n ^ s e , and makes the p u d d e bou! which 

^ K C T " 'eb ' -a ted poem, which was 
^ t t C T in the reign of k i n g Charles the 
Sewnd, and deservedly called by thTwi t ! 
of that age incomparable, was t h e ^ e S ^ 
w c h a happy genius as we are speaSng of 
From among many other distichs no l e t t^ 
be quoted on this account, I cannot but re-
cite the two following lines: 

; A p«^inted Prince Vollager had on 
Which fr»in a n a e d P i « h i . p a n d d r e w o o . ' . 

Here, if the poet had not been «vaeiou.<i 
as weU as stupid, he co,ild not, in the 
warmth w d hurry of nonsense, have b e ^ 
« p ^ l e of forgetting that neitiser Prince 
V o i d e r , nor his grandfather, could s t r ^ 
a naked man of his doublet; but a fool of a 
colder constitution would have stsv.^ 

W t h e P i c t , ^ d 
s tu j , for the wearing of the conqueror, 

l o bring these observations tosomeuse-

You may observe the turn of tht-ir min^c 
tends o n l / t o novelty, and n ^ s a u S o n 
n any thi^ig. I t would be d l . a ^ S ^ ^ n 

to them, to come to ccrtainty ii, .my : 
for that would gravel them, and put an enil 

, , "hese Lnes are, ihey fbqnd an i p o l o f i a 
. v . - f Mq. who. in Ms .MuHimpV,. 
Ant iqqa , . I te r a l lLdin, lo in^. practice nf l a n o o i n i bL' 
in? p ru r s l en ; B inonn t liie B r i f i m , picM, and o i l i r 
nor thern nat ions, continues—" t I B fi*urp. i t u , 
rt. W e y « . " t r e i i i n i i e l i b l c j s i h e y w - ' r p l>onr,i„«bI, • 
and ihry were even hadgts of thpir cdii^ftain, • i r ^ ' 
n io f l i t i i a i i l n n o i quite iiiit)o!..ilile lo make 
i f t w lines, «n elegantly ctnsureU in ihe S p e c t a i o r f ^ 
tneir Iwrlcsque aonsen jo :— 

' ̂  painrtd vist Priwee Ftftaffer kaJ n, 
IViicM/rtm i luitKl Pici in graiuUiTt vn: 

Pnr amoDgsl a |*opte , such a" iho ancient Bri ton, 
" e r e so tNirhatDjj liiat, li»e ihe Sc j ih ians , H r v r i L ; . ! ? 
i h e s k i i i i a o f t M r e i i e n i i M anor i i an ien i to llieii J l ^ 
ltai:^)inf!s, i t is acii «h.olutoly impoasihle to sunD.vi.'Iirfr 
Ihe skit, of a pnor Picl. «e i l aa t t e S k ^ 

H-vV. iniBi" l>o worn a . a tmphi-r ' » 
J F I N I W C N W 'jlnliqua, TO], J . P . 
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ful puroose of life, what 1 wotild propose 
should be, that we imitated those wise na-
tions wherein every mail learns some handi-
cr^t -work.—Would it not employ abeati, 
prettily enough, if. instead of eternally 
playing with a snuff-box, he spent some 
par t of his time in making one? Such a 
method as this would very much conduce 
to the public emolument, by making every 
man living good for something; for there 
would then be no one member of human 
society, bvit would have some little pre-
tension for some degree in i t ; like him 
who came to Wil l ' s coffec-house, upon the 
merit of having writ a posy of a ring. R. 

No.44.] Friday, jifirilHO, 17n. 
T u q a i d c g a . e t p o p u l t u roeciim d n i d e r e t , aud i . 

»>!•- An PMU »er . 153. 

N o n b e a r w h a t e r e r y a u d i t o r e z p e c H . 
tteeiommen. 

AMONG the several artifices which are 
put in practice by the ptwts to fill the minds 
of an audience with terror, the first place 
is due to thunder and lightning, which 
are often made use of at the descending 
of a god, or the rising of a ghost, at the 
vanisiung of a devil, or at the death of a 
tyrant. I have known a bell intnxluced 
into several tragedies with good effect; and 
have seen the whole assembly in a very 
preat alarm all the while it has been ring-
mg. But there is nothing which delights 
and terrifies our English theatre so much 
as a ghost, especially when he appears in 
a bloody shirt A spectre has very often 
saved a play, though he has done nothing 
but stalked across the stage, or rose tlirough 
a d e f t of it, and sunk again without speak-
ing one word. T h e r e may be a proper 
season for these several terrors; and when 
they only come in as aids and assistances 
to the poet, they ai-e not only to be excused, 
but to b e applauded. Tliust l ie sounding 
of the clock in Venice Presen-ed, makes 
the hearts of the whole audience quake; 
and conveys a stronger terror to the mind 
than it is possible for words to do. T h e ap-
pearance of the ghost in Hamlet is a mas-
ter-piece in its kind, and wrought up with 
all the circumstances that can create either 
attention or horror. T h e mind of the rea-
der is wonderfully prepared for his recep-
tion by the discourses that precede i t His 
dumb behaviour a t his first entrance, 
strikes the imagination verv strongly; but 
every time he enters, he is'still more ter-
rifying. W h o can read the speech with 
which young Hamlet accosts him, without 
trembling. 

• JJor. L o o k , m y lo rd , i t comes T 
* H a n . Anirrli* a n d m i n i s t e r s of e r a c e d e f e n d c a ! 

Be t h o u a ftptrii o r h " a H h , cir B^blin i t a m u ' d ; 
B r i n e XT) til t bee a i r s f r o m b c a v ' n . o t b l a i t s f r o i B hell; 
Be thy i n i e n i s w i r k w l o r c h n r i t a h l e ; 
T l inn rnm' t f t i n inf>l n i^t ieationable « h a p e 
T t i a i t w i l l speak t o ihi" ' . I ' l l c^l l t h w Hflinlei , 
KInff . f a lh r^ r , R o v a l Dan* ' .—()h! a n s w e r me. 
Let uio n o t butvt i u i g n o r a n c o ; b u t tc l i 

W h y t h r c a n o n i z ' d b o n m , hearaed In d e a t b . 
H a v e b u r s t t b c i r c e a m i e n t ^ ? W h y t h e acpulcbi'O. 
W h r m i n w e s a w thee q u i e t l y i n u r n ' d , 
H a t h op'd h i s p o n d e r o u s a n d m a r b l e j s w a , 
T o c&et t hee a p a g a i n 7 W h a t m a y t h i s Dtean 7 
T h a t t hou , d e a d eonie. a e a i o in i^nraplete s teel 
Rev i a i i ' s t t h u s t h e E l impies of t b e m o o n , 
M a k i n g o i g h t h i d e o u s 7' 

I do not therefore find fault with the arti-
fices above mentioned, when they are in-
troduced with skill, and accompanied by 
proportionable sentiment Etnd expressions 
in the writing. 

For the moving of pity, our principle ma-
chine is the handkerchief: and indeed in 
our common tragedies, we should not know 
very often that the pereons are in distress 
by any thing they say, if they did not from 
time to time apply their handkerchiefs to 
their eyes. Far be it from me to think of 
banishing this instrument of sorrow from 
the stage; I know a t r ^ ^ d y could not sub-
sist without it! all that Iwould contend for, 
is to keep it from being misapplied. In a 
word, I would have the actor's tongue sym-
pathize with his eyes. 

A disconsolate mother, with a child in 
herhand, has frequentiy drawn compasaon 
from the atidience, and fias therefore gained 
a place in seversd tragedies. A modem 
writer, that observed how this had took in 
other plays, being resolved to double t he 
distress, and melt his audience twice as 
much as those before him had done, 
brought a princess upon the sta^e with a 
little bov in one hand, and a girl in the 
other. This too had a verv-good cffcct A 
third poet being resolved to outwrite all his 
predeces.sors, a few years ago introduced 
three children with great success: and, as I 
am informed, a young gentleman, who is 
fully determined to b r e i the most oMu-
rate hearts, has a tragedy by him, where t he 
first person that appears upon the stage is 
an afflicted widow in her mourning weeds, 
with half a dozen fatherless children at-
tending her, like those that usually hang 
about the figure of Charity. Thus several 
incidents that are beautiful in a good writer, 
bccome ridiculous by falling into the hands 
of a bad one. 

But among all our methods of moving 

Eity or terror, there is none so absurd and 
arbarous, and what more exposes us to 

the contempt and ridicule of our neigh-
bours, than that dreadful butchering of one 
another, which is very frequent upon tlie 
English stage. T o delight in seeing men 
stabbed, poisoned, rackcd, or impde<l, is 
certainly the sign of a cruel temper: and as 
this is often practised before the British 
audience, several French critics, who think 
these are grateful spectacles to us, take 
occasion from them to represent us a peo-
ple that delight in blood. It is indeed very 
odd to see our stage strewed with carcases 
in the last scenes of a t ragcdy; and to ob-
serve in the wardrobe of the playhouse se-
veral daggers, poniards, wheels, howls for 
person, and many other instruments of 
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death. Murders and executions are always 
transacted behind the scenes in the French 
tl ieatre; which in general is very M;rcc-
ahJe to themannersof apol i te and civilized 
people: but as the re are no exceptions to 
this rule on the French stage, it leads them 
into absurdities almost as ridiculous as that 
which falls under our present censure. I 
remember in the famous play of Comcille, 
written upon the subject of t h e Horatii 
and Curiatii; the fierce young hero who 
had overcome the Curiatii one af ter ano-
ther , (instead of being congratulated by his 
sister for his victory, being upbraided by 
her for having slain h e r lover) in the height 
of his passion and resentment kills her . If 
^ y thmg could extenuate so brutjd an ac-
tion, it would be the doing of it on a sudden, 
before the sentiments of nature, reason, or 
manhood could take place in him. How-
ever, to avoid public Dloodshed, as soon as 
his passion is wrought to its height, he 
follows his sister to the whole length of the 
stage, and forbears killing her till they a re 
both withdrawn behind the scenes. I must 
confess, had he murdered her before the 
audience, the indecency might have been 
greater; but as it is, it appears very unna-
wral , and looks like killing in cold blood. 
T o give my opinion upon this case, the fact 
ought not to have been represented, but to 
have been tcdd, if there was ajiy occasion 
for it. 

I t roay not be unacceptable to the reader 
to see how Sophocles Iws conducted a t ra -

under the like delicate circumstances. 
Orestes was in the same condition with 
Hamlet in Shakspeare, his mother having 
murdered his father, and taken possesion 
of his kingdom in conspiracy with h e r adul-
terer. T h a t young prince, therefore, being 
determined to revenge his father 's death 
upcfi those who filled his throne, conveys 
himself by a beautiful stratagem into his 
mother 's arar tment , with a resoluticm to kill 
her. But because such a spectacle would 
have been too shocking to the audience, this 
dreadful resolution is executed behind the 
scenes: the mother is heard calling out to 
h e r son for mercy; and the son answering 
her, that she showed no mcrcy to his fa-
ther ; af ter which she shrieks out she is 
wxinded, and by what follows we find that 
she is slain. I do not remember that in 

speeches made 
behind the scenes, though there a rc other 
' " s ' ^ c e s of this nature to be me t with iu 
those of the ancients: and I believe my 
reader wiU agree with me, that there is 

more afTecting in this 
dreadful didogue between the mother and 
her son behind the scenes, than could have 
been in anv thing transacted before the 
audience. Orestes immediately after meets 
the usurper at the entrance of his pa-
lace; and b / a very happv thought of 
the poet avoids killing him before the au-
dience, by telling him that he should live 
some time in his present bitterness of soul 

before he would despatch him, and by or-
dering him to retiix; into that par t of the 
palace where he had slain his fa ther , 
whose murder he would revenge in the 
very same place where it was commit ted 
By this means the poet observes that de-
cency, which Horace afterwards establish-
ed by a rule, of forbearing to commit pa r -
ricides or unnatural muMers before the 
audience. 

' Nec pu ' roir c o r a m populo M e d e a t r u c i d e t . ' 
Jn Pea. Ter. 185. 

' L e t n e t M e d e s d r a w h e r m u r d ' r i n c fenife, 
A n d spiU her ch i ld ren ' s blood u p o n t b e slage.* 

ifMCtfrnnm. 
T h e French have, therefore, refined too 

much upon Horace's rule, who never de-
signed to banish all kinds of death from the 
stage: but only such as had too much hor-
ror in them, and which would have a bet ter 
effect upon the audience when transacted 
behind the scenes. 1 would therrfore re -
commend t o m y countrymen the pract ice of 
the ancient poets, who were very sparing of 
their public executions, and ra ther chose to 
perform t h e m behind the scenes, if it could 
be done with as great an effect upon the au-
dience. At the same time J must observe, 
that though the devoted persons <if the 
tragedy were seldom slain before the au-
dience, which hasgenerally something ridi-
culous in it, their bodies were often pro-
duced after their death, which has always 
in it something melancholy or terrifying-
so that the killing on the stage does not 
seem to have been avoided only as an inde-
cency, but also as an improb^i l i ty . 

* Nec p u e r o s c o r s m populo M e d e a t r u d d e t ; 
A u t b u m a a a p a l a m coquRt e z t a n e f t r i u f l A t r c u s * 
A n t i n aTcm P r o j n e T e n « t u r . C a d m u n in a n p i e i n 
U u o d c i i n q u e v s t e n d i s mi2u sie, increduli^t od i . ' ' 

HIT. Jin Putl. 
' M e d r a m u s t n o t d r a w b e r m a r d ' r i D j Knif%, 
N o r A t r e u e there h i s hor r id f^as t p r r p o r e : 
C a i f m u s a n d ProKne ' f m e c a m o r p b o s e s , 
( S h e t o a s w a l l o w l u r a ' d , h e t o a n n a k e ; ) 
A n d w h a r s o c T e r c o n t r a d i o i s m y a e n w . 
1 h a t e t o see, a n d n e v e r can b e l i e v e , ' — J i o u ^ a m e n . 

I have now gone through the several 
dramatic inventions which are made nse 
of by the ignorant poets to supply the place 
of tragedy, and by the skilful to improve 
it; some of which I could wish entirely re -
jected, and the rest to be used wiOi cau-
tion. It would be an endless task to con-
sider comedy in the same light, and to 
mention the innumerable shifts that small 
wits put in practice to raise a laugh. Bul-
lock in a short coat, and Norris in a long 
one, seldom fail of tliis i-ffcct In ordinary 
comedies, a broad and a narrow brimmed 
hat are different characters. Sometimes 
the wit of the scene lies in a shoulder-belt, 
and sometimes in a pair of whiskers. A 
lover running about the stage, with his 
bead peeping out of a barrel ,* was thought 
a very good jes t in King Cl^arles the Se-
cond's time; and invented by one of the 

» T h e comcdy nf T T v r o n i i c s l E e v c n e e , or L o r e in a 
T u b , b j 8 i r George E l b e r i d g t . ' ' i " « 
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first wits of that age. But because ndicule 
is not so dtlicate as compa-ssion, and be-
cause the objects that make us laugh are 
infinitely more numerous than those that 
make us -weep, there is a much g ^ t c r 
latitude for comic than tragic artihces, 
and by conscquence a much greater indul-
gence to be allowed them. 

No. 45.] Saturday, ^firil 21, 1711. 
Natio comirda «9t J ' v - Sat. iii. 100. 
The Mlion is a company of playtrs. 

THF.RE is nothing which I desire more 
than a safe and honourable peacc, though 
at the same time I am vary apprehensive 
of many ill amseiiiiences that may attend 
i t I do not mean in reeard to our politics, 
but to our manners. W h a t an inundation 
of ribands and brocades will break in upon 
us > W h a t peals of laughter and imperti-
nence shaU we be exposed to ? For the 
prevention of those great evils, J could 
heartily wish that there was an act ot par-
liament for prohibiting the importation of 
French fopperies. . , . . 

T h e female inhabitants of our island have 
already received very strong impressing 
from this ludicrous nation, though by the 
Icncth of the war (as there is no evil which 
has not some good attending it) they are 
pretty well worn out and forgotten. I re-
member the time when some of our well-
bred country-women kept their valet de 
chambre; because, forsooth, a man was 
much more handy about them than one ot 
their own sex. I myself have seen one of 
these male Abigails tripping ab«™t the 
m . m with a lool5ng-glass m lus ^ d 
combing his lady's hair a whole mormng 
together. Whe the r or no there was anv 
t ruth in the sto^- of a lady's being got with 
child by one of these her hand-masds, I 
cannot tell; but I think at present, the whole 
race of them is extinct in our own country. 

About the time that several of our sex 
were taken into this kind of s e m w , the 
ladies likewise brought up the fashion of 
receiving visits in their beds. I t waa then 
looked upon as a piece of iU-breeding for a 
woman to refuse to see a man because she 
was not stirring; and a porter would have 
been thought unfit for his place, that could 
have made so awkward an excuse. As I 
love to see every thing that is new J once 
prevailed upon my friend " i " Honey-
comb to carry me along with him to one of 
these travelled ladies, desiring him at the 
same time to present me as a foreigner 
who could not speak English, tliat so 1 
might not be obliged to bear a part m the 
discourse. T h e lady, though willing to ap-
pear iindrcst, had pu t on her best looks, 
and pjunted herself for our reception. He r 
h a r appeared in a very nice disorder, as 
the night-gown which was thrown upon her 
shoulders was rufRed with great care. For 
my part, I am so shocked with every thing 

which looks immodest in the f ^ r sex, tha t 
I could not forbear t iking off my eye from 
her when she moved in bed, and was in the 
greatest confusion imaginable every time 
she stirred a leg, or an arm. As the co-
quettes who introduced this custom grew 
old, they left it off by degrees; well know-
ing that a woman of threescore may kick 
and tumble her heart out, without making 
any impression. . 

^ m p r o n i a is at present the most profess-
ed admirer of the French nation, tait is so 
modest as to admit her viatants no fur ther 
than her toilet. It is a very odd sight that 
beautiful creature makes, when she is talk-
ing politics, with her tresses flowing about 
her shoulders, and examining that face in 
the glass, which does such execution upon 
all the male standers-by. How prettily 
docs she divide her discourse between her 
women and her \-isitants! W h a t spnghtiy 
transitions docs she make from an opera or 
a sermon, to an ivory comb or a pm-cush-
ion! How have 1 been pleased to see her 
interrupted in an account of her travels, by 
a message to her footman; and holding her 
tongue in the midst of a moral reflection, by 
applying the tip of it to a patch. 

T h e r e is nothing which exposes a woman 
to greater dangers, than that gayety and 
airiness of temper, which are n a t u ^ to 
most of the sex. I t should be therrfore 
the concern of every wise, and v i r t u e s 
woman to keep this spnghthness f rom de-
generating into levity. On the c o n t r a ^ , 
the whole discourse and belia\-iour of t he 
French is to make the sex more fantastical, 
or (as they are pleased to term it) more 
awakened, than is consistent either with 
virtue or discretion. T o speak loud in pub-
lic assemblies, to let every one hear you 
talk of things that should ouly be menUoned 
in private, or in whisper, are looked upon 
as parts of a refined educaUon. A t the 
same time, a blush is unfashionable, and 
silence more Ul-bred than any thing tha t 
can be spoken. I " short, discretion and 
modesty, which in all other ages and coun-
tries have been regarded as the greatest 
ornaments of the fsur sex, are c o n s i d e ^ 
as the ingredients of narrow conversation, 
and family behaviour. , , , 

Some years ago I was at the tragedy of 
Macbeth, and unfortunately placed nn'sell 
under a woman of quality tiiat is since dead; 
who as I found by the noise she made was 
newly returned from Francc. A little be-
fore the rising of the cur tdn, she broke out 
into a loud soliloquy, ' W h e n will the dear 
witches enter?' an<( immediately upon their 
first appearance, asked alady that sat three 
boxes fnim her on her right hand, rf thow 
witches were not charming crcatures. A 
little after, as Betterton was m erne ot the 
finest speeches of tiie play, she shook her 
fan at another lady, w \ o sat as far on hor 
left hand, and told her witii a whispcr that 
might be heard all over the pit, • W e must 
not expect to see Balloon to-night. Not 
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ao 
T H E S P E C T A T O R . 

Ions after, calling out to a vounK baronet 
by his name, who sat three seats before 
me, she askcri him whether Macbctl . 's wife 
was .stili !dive; and before he could « v e an 

af Ban-
<]ua She had by this time formeti a little 
audience to herself, and fixed the attention 
of all abo.it her. But as I had a mind to 
hear the play, Igot out of the sphere of her 
iinpcrtiiierce, and planted myself in cme of 
t t i ^ m o t c s t comers of the pit. 

r h i s pretty childishness of behaviour is 
one of the most refined par ts of coquetn-
and <s not to be attainetf in perfection by 
l a d i « that do not travel for their i m p r o v ^ 
m e n t A natural and unconstrained beha-
viour has something in it so agreeable, that 
It IS no w ^ c r to see people endeavouring 
af ter i t But at the same time it is so ver? 
h a r t to hit j when it is not bom with us, 
that people often make themselves ridicu-
lous in attempting it. 

H T.^eni^is French author tells us, 
that the ladies of the court of France, in his 
time, thought It ill-breeding, and a kind of 
l ^ U e Di-dantry, to prwiounce a ha rd word 
ngrtt : for whjch reason thev took frecuent 
occasion to use hard w o r t s that they mi?ht 

® I^h '^ness in murdering them. H e 
fur ther adds, that a lady of some o.uditv at 
court having accidenQy made use of a bard 
word in a proper place, and pronounced it 
ngh t , the who e assembly was out of coun-
tenance for her. 

I must however be ao just as to own that 
there a re many ladies who have travelled 
KvM'al thtnisands of miles without being 

fhera all the modcstv, discretion, and 
^ sense, tha t they went abroad with 
A s on the COTtrary, there are great num-
b e r of travelled ladies who have lived all 
their days within the smoke of London. I 
liave known a woman that never was out nf 
the parish of St. James's betray as many 
torcign fopperies in her carriage, as she 
c-^ild have gleaned u p i n half the countries 

[No. 46. 

confusion, raving and inconsistencv. In 
shoit, they are my speculations In the 
hret prmciplcs, that (l ike the world in its 
chaos) arc void of all fight, distinction, and 
onlcr. 

About a week since there happened to 
me a very odd accident, by reason of one of 
these mv papers of minutes which I had ac-
cidentally droi)ped at Lloyd's coffee-house, 
wbcretheaucUonsareusi ia l lykept . Before 

ini^cd It, there were a cluster of people 
who had found it, and were diverting tlieni-
sel ves with it at one end of the coffce-housc. 
I t had r a i s ^ so much laughter among them 
b ^ o r e I h ^ observed what tliey were 
V ^ ^ ^ " " l courage to own 
It. 1 he boy of the coffee-house, when they 
had done with it, carried it about in his 
hand, asking every body if they had drop-
>ed a written paper ; but nobody chal-
enging it. he was ordered bv those m e r r y 

gentlemen who had perused it, to get u p 
into the auction pulpit , and read it to the 
Whole room, that if any one would own it 
» e y m i g h t T h e boy accordingly mounted 
the pulpit, and with a very aucUble voice 
read as follows: 

NO.46.] Monday, ApnlXi, I M . 

Won bene j n n c t a r n m ditconJi® v m f n a m n m -
Ooii, M a . Lib . i. Ter. 8. 

n>e j«rri i i | [ of i l l ^ o n c e n e d th inga. 

WHEN I want materials for this paper 
it is my custom to go abroad in quest cf 
^ m e ; and w-hcn I meet any proper suV 
j e f t , I take the first opportunity c? settine 

P'̂ P®'"- At the same 
^ e I look into the letters of m y corres-
p o ^ e n t s , and if I FIND any thing suggested 
m t h ^ that may afliird matter of s ^ u l a -
t i o n , I likewise enter a minute of it in my 
collection of materials. By this means 1 
frequentiy carry about mo a whole sheet-
tiu ot hints, tha t would look like a rhan-

M I N U T E S . 
Sir Roger deCore r l ey ' s country-seat— 

^ for I hate long speeches—Querj-, if a 
good Chnst ian may be a conjurer—Chil-
deraas-day, saltselfer, house-dog, screech-
ow!. c n c k e t - M r . Thomas InkK of Lon-

' ^ ' P Achilles. 
V a i K ^ ^ g T M n r s r u f Ghosts— 
T h e Lady s L ib ran—Lion by trade a t-u-
loiw-Dromedarj- called Bucephalus—F^ui-
page the ladv's summum ionum—Charles 
Lillie to be taken notice of—Short face a 
relief to envj-—Redundancies in the three 
prolessions—King Latinus a recruit—Jew 
devounnp a ham of bacon—Westminster-

—Procrast inat ion— 
April fools—Blue boars, red lions, h c ^ in 
armour—Enter a King and two Fiddlers 
»o/t£»—Admisaon into the Ugly Club 
Beauty how impmvcablc—Families of t rue 
Mid false h u m o u > - T h e parmt ' s sc.hool-
mistress—Face half Pict half British—No 
man w be a hero of a tragedy under six 
lect—t.lub of sighers—Letters from flower-
j ^ . elbow-cliaire tapestry, figures, lion, 
thunder—The bell rings to the puppe t -
show—Old woman with a beard married 
to a smock-faced I r o y - M v next coat to be 
turned up with blue—Fable of tongs and 
gr idiron—Flower d v e r s — T h e Soldier's 
prayer—Thank ye for nothing, says t h e 
galley-pot—Pactolus in stockings with pol-
der clocks to them—Bamboos, cudgels 
drum-sticks—Slip of my lady's eldest 
daughter—The black mare witli a star in 
her f o r e h e a d - T h e barber 's pole—Will 
Honeycomb's coat-pocket—Cxsar 's beha-
viour and my own in parallel circumstances 
—Poem in patch-work—JVulU gravu e>t 
fiervu3»u» M i i l / e i — T h t female conventi-
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T h e reading of this paper maile the 
whole coffee-house very merry; some of 
thi-m conchided It was written by a mad-
man ; and others by siiinelwcJy that had been 
ta i ing notes out of the Siwctator. One 
who had t i e appearance of a very substan-
tia! citizen, told "s, with several political 
winks and nods, that lie wished there was 
no more in the paper than was expressed 
in it: that for his part , he looked vipoii the 
d r o m ^ r y , the gridiron, and the barber's 
pole to sipiify something more than what 
was usually meant bvtiiose words: anJt l ia t 
lie thought the cofFee-man could not do 
better than to c-irry the paper to one of 
the secretaries of state. H e further added, 
that he did not like the name of the out-
landish man with the golden clock i:i his 
stockintrs. A young Oxford scholar, who 
chanced to be with his uncle at the coffee-
house, disr.overcjl to us who this Pactolus 
was; and bv that means turned the whole 
scheme of tfos worthy citizen into ridicule. 
Whi le they were making their several con-
jectures upon this innocent paper, 1 reached 
out my arm to the boy as he was coming 
out of the pulpit, to give it me; which h e 
did accordingly. T h i s drew the eyes of the 
whole company upon me; but after having 
cast a cursory glance over it, and shook 
my head twice or thrice at the reading of 
it, 1 twisted it into a kind of match, and 
lighted my pipe with it. My profound si-
lence, together with the steadiness of my 
countenance, and the gravity of my beha-
viour 'Inring this whole transaction, raised 
a very loud laugh fin all sides of me; but as 
I h ^ escaped all suspicion of brine the 
author, I was very well satisfied, and ap-
plying mvself to m r pipe and the Postman, 
took no further notice of any thing that had 
passed about me. 

My reader will find, that I have already 
made ase of above half the contents of the 
foregoing paper: and will easily suppose, 
that those subjects which are yet untouch-
eil, were such pronsions as I fiad made for 
his future entertainment. But as 1 have 
been »uiluckily prevented by this accident, 
I shall only give him the letters which re-
lated to the two last hints, Tl ie first of 
them I should not have published, were I 
not informed that there is many a hus-
band who suffers very much in his private 
afTurs by the indiscreet 7e.il of such a part-
ner as is hereafter mentioned; to whom I 
may applv the barfjarous inscription quoted 
bv the Bishop of Salisbury in his travels; 
'"Dum niinis fiia ett facta est I'nt^ia;'— 
• Through too much piety she became im-
pious." 

' SIR,—1 am one of those unhappy men 
that are plagued with a gospel-^ssin, 
so common among dissenters (especially 
friends.) Lectures in the morning, church-
meetings at noon, and preparation sermons 
at night, take up so much of her time, it is 
very rare she known what wc have for din-

11 

ner, unless when the pteachcr Utm be at it. 
Wi th him come a tribe, all b roke r s and 
sisters it seems; while others really such, 
are deemed no relations. If at any time I 
liave her company alone, she is a mere 
sermon pop-gun, repeating and discharg-
ing texts, proofs, and applications, so per-
petually, that however weary 1 may ^ to 
to, the noise in my head will ncA let me 
sleep till towards moniiiig. T h e misery 
of my case, and great iiumbers of such suf-
ferers, plead your pity and speedy relief; 
otherwise must expect, in a little time, to 
be lectured, preached, and prayed into 
want, unless the happiness of being sooner 
talked to deatli prevent it. I am, &c. 

' R - G . ' 

The second letter, relating to the ogling-
master, runs thus: 

•MH, SPECTATOR,—I am an Irish gen-
tleman that have travelled many y e p s for 
my improvement; during which time I 
liave accomplished mysdf in the whole 
art of ogling, as it is at present practised 
in the polite nations of Europe. Being thus 
(jualified, I intend, by the advice of mv 
friends, to set up for an ogling-master. I 
t £ ^ i the church-OKle in the morning, and 
the play-house ogle by candle-light. I 
have also brought over with me a new fly-
ing ogle fit for the ring; which 1 teach m 
the dusk of the evening, or in any hour rf 
the day, by darkening one cf my windows. 
1 have a miuiuscript bv me called Tlie 
Complete Ogler, which I shall be ready to 
sliow youon any occasiwi. In the mean time 
I beg you will publish the substance of this 
letter in an advertisement, and you will 
very much oblige. Yours, Jlcc.' C . 

No. 4 r . ] Tuetday, j1]iril 24, 1711. 
Ride «i sipa 
Laugh , if y o a are wise . 

MR. HOBBS,* in his Discourse of Human 
Nature, which, in my humble opinicm, is 
much the best of all his works, af ter some 
very curious observations upcji laughter, 
concludes thus; ' T h e passion of laughter 
is nothing else but sudden glory arising 
from some sudden conception of some emi-
nency in ourselves by comparison with 
the infirmity of others, or with our own 
formerly; for men laugh at the follies of 
themselves past, when they c o n e suddenly 
to remembrance, except they bring with 
them any present dishonour.' 

According to this author, therefore, when 
wc hear a man laugh excessively, instead 
of saying he is very merry, wc ought w tell 
him he is very proud. And indeed, if we 

* Tlioiims Hobhs of H i l m s h i i r r . " Hn i« rommnnly 
t rpr rena ieA" n a y ! ( S r a n i f r . " « s aBcfpi ic in r e l i fmn , 
tni j a rtojmatiiit in pliili*inptiy; but (* a d m -
iDali:*t in Iwih. TbP main prinf iples of h ' s 
are ' i f ' ' founded in moral or ftTanfCllMl Truth, ai 
Die n i M I f - h u ! laid down for sqiinriag Ihs c i r ^ i r o 
in mnlheniat if Jl l i rmnnsi ta l ion ." He died m 1679, at 
the advanced a f c M. 
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look into the bottom of this matter, wc 
shall meet with many ohservatiims to con-
firm us in this opininn. Every one laugiis 
at somelKxly that is in an inferior state of 
folly to iiimself. I t was formerly the cus-
tom for every CTcat house in fiiij^land to 
keep a tame fool dressed in petticoats, tiiat 
the heir qf the family might have an op-
portunity of joking npiin him, and diverting 
himself with his aijsurdities. For the 
same reason, idiots are still in request in 
most of the courts of Germany, where 
there is not a prince of any great magnifi-
cence, who has not two or three dressed, 
distinguished, undisputed fools in his reti-
nue, whom the rest of the courtiers are 
always breaking their jests upon. 

Tl ie Dutch, who are more famous for 
their industry and application, than for 
wit and ]ium<iur, hang u p in several of 
their streets what they call the sign of the 
Gaper , that is, the head of an idiot dress-
ed m a cap and bells, and gaping in a most 
immoderate manner. Thus is a stan«liiig 
jest at Amsterdam. 

T h u s every one diverts himself with 
Sf>me person or other that is below him in 
point of understanding, and triumphs in the 
superiority of his genius, whilst he has 
such objects of clcnsion before his eyes. 
Mr . Dennis has very well e x p r c s ^ this 
in a couple of humorous lines, which are 
Kirt of a translation of a saUre in Monaeur 
kiileau: 
" n i u one fool M i a h i s Innn ie o u t n i another , ' 
Ad«1 FBAKN h i s«mpiy noddle 81 hja tuolber.* 
Mr. Hobbs's reflection gives us the rea-

son why the insignificant people above-
mentioned a re stirrers-up of laughter 
among men of a gross taste: ))ut as the 
more understanding par t of mankind do 
not find their risibility affected by such or-
dinary objects, it may be worth the while 
to examine into the several provocatives of 
laughter, in men of superior sense and 
knowledge. 

In the first place I must observe, that 
there is a set of merry drolls, whom the 
common people of all countries admire, 
and seem to love so well, ' that they could 
eat them;' according to the old proverb: I 
mean those tircumforaneous wits whom 
every nation calls by the name of that dish 

meat which it Joves best: in Holland 
Uiey are termed Pickled Herrings; in 
France, Jean Pottag,-; in Italv, Macaro-
nies; and m Great Britain, Jack Puddings. 
These merry wags, from whatsoever f ^ 

they receive t h « r titles, that they may make 
their audiences laugh, always appear in a 
fool's coat, and commit such blunders and 
mistakes in every step they take, and every 
word they utter, as those who listen to 
them would be ashamed of. 

But this little t r iumph of the understand-
ing under tiie d i s u s e of Inuglitcr, is no 
where more visible than in that custom 
which prcv^ls every where among ns on 
the first day of the present montli, when 

every body t ikes it Into his head to make 
as many fools as he can. In prm>orti(Mi as 
there are more follies discovei'ca, so there 
is more laughter raise<l on this day than on 
.my other in the whole year. A neighbour 
of mine, who is a haberdasher by trade, 
and a very shallow conceited fellow, makes 
his boast that for these ten years succes-
sively he has not made less than a hun-
dred April fools. M y landlady had a fall-
ing out with him about a fortnight ago, for 
sending every one of her children upon 
some fleeveless errand, as she terms it. 
Her eldest son went to buy a half-penny-
worth of inkle at a shoemaker's; the eld-
est daughter was despatched half a mile to 
sec a monster, and, m short, the whole fa-
mily of innocent children made Apr i l fools. 
Nay, my landlady herself did not cscape 
him. Tl i is empty fellow has laughed upon 
tliesc conceits ever since. 

Tliis a r t of wit is well enough, when con-
fined to one day in a twelvemonth: but 
there is an ingenious tribe of men sprune 
up of late years, who a re for making April 
fools every day in the year. These gentle-
men are commonly d is t in^ished by the 
name of Biters: a race of men that a re 
perpetually employed in laughing at those 
mistakes whicli are of t l id r own produc-
tion. 

Thus we see, in proportion as one man ia 
more refined than another, he chooses his 
fool out of a lower or higher class of man-
kind, or to speak in a more philosophical 
language, that secret elation or p n d e of 
heart , which is generally called laughter, 
arises in him, from his comparing himself 
with an object below him, whether it so 
happens that it be a natural or an artificial 
focS. It is, indeed, very possible, tha t tlie 
persons w e laugh at may in the main of 
their characters be much wiser men than 
ourselves; but if they would have us laugh 
at them, they must fall short of us in those 
respects which stir u p this passion. 

)pear too abstracted 
show, that when a 

I am afraid I shall ap 
in my speculations, if 
man of wit makes us laugh, it is by betray-
ing some oddness or infirmity in his own 
character, or in the representaticai which 
he makes of others; and that when we 
laugh at a bnite, or even at an inanimate 
thing, it is at some action or incident that 
bears a remote analogy to any blunder or 
absurdity in reasonable crcaturcs. 

But to come into common life: I shall 
pass by the consideration of those s tare 
coxcombs that are able to shake a whme 
audience, and t i k e notice of a particular 
sort of men who are such jjrovokers of 
mirth in conversation, that it is im]>ossible 
for a club or merr j ' meeting to subsist with-
out them; I mean those honest gentlemen 
that are always exposed to the wit and 
raillery of their wdl-wishcrs and compa-
nions; that are pelted by men, women, and 
rliildren, friends and foes, and, in a woitl, 
stand as butts in conversatiwi, for every 

I -

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



onetosHootattlwtpl<-!>«-s. 1 knowsevrral 
of these biitts vvlio ai-c, mfi> of wit and sense, 
tlioH<;h by some odd tu rn nf lu imrur , i^ine 
unlucky Mst in t lwir person or beliav.cHjr, 
they have always the n.isfortiine to rnake 
t h f company merr>-. T h e t r u t h of i t is, 
a man Ts^nrtqualif icd for a but t , who has 
not a ^ d deal of wit ^irt vivacity, even in 
t h e ridiculous a d e of h i s charac ter . A s tu-
nid but t is onlv fit for tive cmvcrsat ion of 
ordinal^ peop\e: men of w . t « q m r c m e 
t ha t will give t h e m plav, and bestir h im-
self in the absurd p a r t of his behaviour. A 
but t wi th these accomplishments Irequcnt-
ly eets the langh of his side, and turns t h e 
ndicule upon h i m tha t a t t acks lum. Sir 
John Falstaff w a s a hero of this sprcics, 
and rives a good <lescriptinn rf himself in 
h i s capacity of a bu t t , 
manner : ' Men of all sorts,; says t h a t m w 
knifcht, ' t a k e a p r ide to gird a t me. Xhe 
bnUn of man is n.rt able to m v ^ t any thing 
t h a t tends to l augh te r more ' 
or is invented on me. I a m not cmly wit ty 
in myself , but t h e causc t ha t wi t is m rther 
men . ' 

N a 48 . ] JVednesday, AftTil 25, 1711. 

Per mint.T! ortiiuni,'iW^rf - -

ThJWish vari(ni9 shapw he oft™ flniJ! iKess-
MY corresiwndcnts tokn it ill if 1 do not. 

f rom t ime to time, let t h e m k n ^ I ^ a v c 
received the i r le t ters . I he " o s t c ^ > a i 
w a y will be to F'bV.sb ^ 

r e m a k e m e an honora ,? m e m -

''TO the President and Fellcv» of ihe Ugly 
Club. 

' MAT JT PLF.ASF. YOUR DKFOBMITIF.S, 
' I h a v e received the not i f ic^tK^of t h e 

honour you h a v e done m c , in 
into your society. I a c k n o w l c d ^ m y ' ^ n t 
of merit , and f.n- t ha t reason shall endea-
vour a t all t imes t o m a k e u p m y own fail-
ures . by introchicins and r e r ^ m e n d m g to 
t h e chib persons of more undoubted qnah-
fications than I can pre tend to. I s lu l l n e x t 
week come down in the stagc-coach, m or-
d e r to take m y scat at the boan l ; and shall 
b r ine with m c a c.indidatc each sex. 
T h e persons I shall p resen t to vnu, a r c an 
oltl b ? a u a n d a m o d c m P i c t . H they are 
r o t so eminently gifted " 
sembly expccts . give m e leave to say the i r 

ugliness is K^cater than any t ha t 
te ^ ^ appeared before y.Hi. T l i e b r a u 
has varied' his dress every dav his life 
for these th i r tv years past , and s .11 I d 
to the deformity h e was boi-n with. I he 
P lc t U s still s k a t e r m c n t towards ns , and 
ms^ ever since she camc f . years of disoi-c-

deser ted the handbomc par ty , and 

taken all possible pains to acqtm'C t h e face 
in which I shall pres.-nt h<T to your con-
si<lcr;ition and favour. I am, gentlemen, 
vour most dd iged humble s e n ant , 

* T H K SPECTATOH. 
P . S. I desire to know whe the r you ad-

mit people of quali ty. ' 
• Apri l 17. 

• M a . SPECTATOR,—To show you t h e r e 
a re among us of the vain weak sex, smne 
tha t have honesty and fortmide enreigh to 
dare to b e ugly, and willing to be thought 
so, I apply mvself to you, to ' i f g 
teres t and recommend:ition to the Ugly 
Club If mv- own word will not be t aken 
( though in this c;ise a woman s mav) 1 can 
b r ine credible witnesses of m y qualifications 
fo r the i r company, whe the r they insist upon 
ha i r , forehead, eyes, cherfcs or d m ; o 
which I must add, t l iat I find it easier to 
lean to m y k i t side, than to m y n g l i t 1 
Iioiw I a m in all rospccts aRiveablc, and 
for humour and mi r th , I v i l l k e e p up t o ^ e 
president himself. All the faj-our 1 will 
C t e n d to is, t ha t as I am t h e firet woman 
who has appeared desirmis cf good companv 
and agreeable cwiversation, I may t ake a.nd 
keep the u p p e r end of the table. And in-
deed I th ink they want a 
can be , af ter as ugly a manner a s / ^ e y c" ' W 
wish I desire your thoughts of my claim 

Add t o m v f e a w ^ 
lensrth of my faf« , which is full a r t , 
S i 1 never knew t h e r e a ^ of it till 
v Z S a v e one for the shortness of vonrs. If 
1 km-w a name iirfy enough to belong to 
tlic a1x>ve described face, I would feign one; 
tait, t o m v unspeakable misfortune, m y 
name is t ^ e on v disagreealde i ) r e t t m ^ s 
about m e : so p n thee m a k e one for me tha t 
agnifies all the deformity in t h e world. \ m 
understand Lat in , h u t fie sure J^nng it in 
with my being, in t h e s incenty of m y hear t , 
your most fr ightful a i ^ ^ s j ^ ^ . 

«Mn SPECTATOR,—I read your d i scour^ 
upon affectation,and f rom the r e m a r k s made 
in it, examined mv own heart_so strictly, 
I L t I f o u g h t 1 h a d found out its most se-
cret a%^nucs, wi th a resolution to be a^-are 
rfthem for t h e futiiTX-. B f - - j ^ a v e Te'̂  
sorrow I now understand tliat I have se 
^ ^ f o l l i « > which I do not know the root 
of 1 a m an old fellow, m d extremely 
t m i b l c d with the gout; but having always 
a ^ w n g vanity t owan l s being pleasmg m 
the ei-es of women, I never have a mo-
m c n ? s e a s e , b u t l H m m . . u n t e d h i h i s h - h e e k d 
Shoes with a glazed wax- lea the r instep. 
T w o ' d r v r a f t e l a savc;re fit, 1 was m ^ t e d 
to a frieiid's house in the city, w h « « 1 be-
lieved I should sec ladies: ^ v 
usual complaisance, cnpplo<l myselt to wait 
1 ™ni t h J T A vcrvsumpti ions table, a g r ^ 
X r ^ n y . a i i d k i n d W r n > t i o n , werebir t 
« manv imFir tuna te additions to the t. - -
ments 1 wns in. A gentleman of ^J^ '^ l 'y 
observul luy condition; and S.K,U aftci the 
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queen's heal th, he In the presence of the 
whole compajiy, witli his own hiuxb, dc-
p a d e d m e m t o a n o i d p a i r n f h isown shoes. 
1 his operation before fine ladies, to m c 
( w h o a m bv na ture a coxcomb) was siif-
t e i ^ with d ie same reluctance as tfiey ad-
mi t the he lp of men in the i r l a t e s t ex -
t remity. T h e r t t u m of ease made m e 
f o ^ v e the rough obligation laid on me, 
which a t tha t t ime relieved m y body f rom a 
dis temper, and will my mind for ever f rom 
a f o l l y . F o r t h e c h a n t y received, r r e tu rn 
m y thanks this way. Your most humble 
servant . 

<«„> n - V ' E p p i n g , Apr i l 18. 
b i R , — U e have y o i r p a p e r s h e r e t h e 

mormng they come out, and w e have been 
\;ery well entertained with your last, upon 
t h e talse ornaments of persons who r e p r e -
sent heroes in a tragedy. W h a t made 
your speculatiwi come very seasonablv 
amwig us IS, t ha t we have now at this p lacc 
a company of strcJlcrs, who a rc f a r f rom 
p e n d i n g m t h e impert inent splendour of 
the d rama . T h e r a r e so f a r f rom falJine 
mto these false gf^ant r ies , t ha t the stage is 
h e r e m Its original situation of a c a r t A l e x -
ander the G r e a t was acted by a fellow in a 
p a p e r c r a v a t T h e next day the E a r l of 
b s s e x seemed t o have no distress but h i s 
pover ty ; M d m y Lord Foppington t h e 
same m o m i n s wanted any be t te r means to 
show lumself a fop, than hy wearing stock-
ings of different colours. In a word, though 
they have had a fuU b a m for many days 
together , our i t inerants a re so wretchedly 
poor, t ha t without you can prevai l to send 
us t h e furni ture you forbid a t the play-
house, the heroes appea r only like sturdy 
Deggars, and tl ie heroines gypsies. W e 
have had but one p a r t which was per fo rmed 

dressed wi th propriety , and t ha t was 
jus t iM Clodpate. T h U was so well dtme, 
tha t It offended M r . Justice Overdo, w h o 

w d s t of our whole audience, was 
( l i*e ^ i x o t c in t h e puppet -showl sohichlv 
provoked, tha t he ttW them, if they w ^ d 
move compassion, it should be in their own 
P e ^ s , and not in the cha rac te r s of dis-
tressed pnnccs and potentates. H e told 
tnem if they w e r e so good a t finding t h e 

^ ^ ^ ^^^y should do it a t 
J w f i ^ ^ l . ? «hurch porches, in 
the i r proper vocation of beggars. T h i s t h e 

«hey muse e ^ since Jhey 
could not W raitented to a i t hea then wsS-
no r s , ^ d such f d l o w s as Alexander , but 
mus t presume to m a k e a mockery of one 
i r f t h e q u o r a n i . Your s e r v a n t ' R 

No. 49 . ] Thurtday, Attril 26, i r i l . 
H.rniiiw^m i M f i n t noei ta sapi l — 

M e a u d iheir mf t i i nen Ideserily*. 

IT is very natural for a man who is not 
t u m ^ for mir thful meetings of men, or as-
semblies of the fiur sex, to dcliglit in tha t 
tor t of conversation which w e find in cof-

fee-hcmses. He re n man of m y t e mpe r is 
in his e lement ; for if h e cannot t a lk , h e c a n 
still be more agreeable to his company, as 
well as pleased in liimself, in being only a 
hearer . I t is a secret known but to 
yet of no small use in t h e conduct of life, 
tha t when you fall into a man 's conversa-
tion, the f irst thing you should consider is, 
whe the r he has a grea ter inclination to hear 
Tou, o r t ha t you should hear him. T h e 
latter is t h e more general desire, and I 
know v ^ able flatterers tha t never speak 
a word In praise of t h e persons f rom whom 
they obtain daily favoui-s, but still pract ise 
a skilful attention to whatever is u t t e red by 
those wi th whom they converse. W e a r e 
very curious to observe t h e behaviour of 
grea t men and the i r clients; but the same 
passions and interests move men in lower 
spheres; and I ( tha t have nothing else t o 
d.c> but m a k e oljservations) see in every pa -
rish, street , lane, and alley of this populous 
city, a little potentate tha t has h i s court and 
his flatterers, who lay snares for h i s afTcc-
tiim and favour, by t h e same a r t s t ha t a re 
pract ised upon men in higher stations. 

In the place I most usuiUlv frequent , men 
differ r a t h e r in the t ime of day in which 
they m a k e a figure, t han in any real grea t -
n e ^ above one another. I , w h o a m at the 
coffee-house at six in the moniing, know 
tha t m y f r iend Beaver, the l iaberdasher , 
has a fcvec of more undissembled fr iends 
and admirers , than most of the courtiers or 
generals of G r e a t Britain. Eve rv man about 
h im has, pe rhaps , a newspaper In his hand ; 
but none can pretend to guess w h a t s tep 
will be t aken m any one c o u n of Europe , 
till M r . Beaver has th rown down his pipe, 
and declares wha t measures the allies mus t 
enter into upon this new pos-ture of afTairs,, 
Our coffee-house is nea r one of the inns of 
CMrt, and Reaver ha s the audience and ad-
miration of h i s neighbours f rom six till 
within a q u a i t e r of e i g h t a t which t ime h e 
IS interrupted by the students of t h e house; 
some -A whom are r eady dressed for W e s t -
minster at eiffht in the mommg, wi th faces 
as busy as if they were retained in everv 
cause t h e r e ; and others come in the i r n ieht -
gowns to saunter away t h e i r t ime, as if « iey 
never designed to go thi ther . I do not know 
tha t I mee t in any of m y walks , objects 
which move both m y spleen and laughter 
^ effectually, as those young fellows a t the 
O w i a n , Stjuire's, Searle 's , and al l other 
coftee-houscs adjaccnt to t h e law, w h o rise 
early for no o ther purpose l>ut to publish 
their laziness. One would think these young 
v i r^osos take a gay c a p and slippers, wi th a 
srarf and party-coloured gown, to be en-
signs of dignity; for the vain things approach 
each o ther with an air, which shows thcv-
regard one another for their vestments. 1 
have observed t ha t the superiority among 
these proceeds f rom an opinion of gaJlantrv 
^ d fashion. T h e gentleman in the s t raw-
berry sash, who presides so much over the 
i-est, has, it seems, siibsr.ribed to every o p e i i 
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this last winter, anrt Is siipposetl to r c c d v e 
favours from one of the actresses. 

W l i t n the day grows too busy for these 
gentlemen to enjoy any longer t h e pleasures 
of the i r dishabille, with any manner of con-
fidence, they give place to men who h a v e 
business or goM sense in their faces, and 
come to t h e coffee-house ei ther to t ransact 
affairs, or enjoy conversation. T h e p e r -
sons to whose 'beha^^ou^ and discourse I 
h a v e most regard, a re such as a re between 
these two sorts of men; such as have not 
spirits too active to be h a p p y and well 
pleased in a p r iva te condition, nor com-
plexicms too w a r m to m a k e t h e m neglect 
the duties and relations of life. Of these 
sort of men consist t h e wor th ier p a r t of 
mankind; of these a re all good fathers, f!;e-
nerous brothers, sincere fr iends, and fa i th-
ftil subjects. T h e i r entertainments a re de -
rived r a the r f rom reason than imagination; 
which is the cause tha t t h e r e is no impa-
tience or instability in the i r speech or ac -
tion. Vou see in their countenances they 
a re at home, and in quiet possession of the 
present instant as i t passes, without desir-
ing to qiucken it by ^ t i f y i n g anv passion, 
or prosecuting ainr new desjgri. Tf iese a r e 
the men formed for society, anti those little 
communities which w e express by the word 
neighbourhood. 

T h e coffee-house is the place of i-en-
dezvous to all t ha t live nea r it , w h o a r e 
thus turned t o relish calm and ordinary 
life. Eubulus presides over the middle 
hours of the day, when this assembly of 
men meet tc^e ther . H e enjoys a great for-
tune handsomely, without lavmching mto 
expense; and e x e r t s manv noble and u s r f m 
qualities. witho»it a p p c a n n g in any publ ic 
employment. H i s wisdom and knowledge 
a re s e m c e a b l e to all tha t t h ink fit to m a k e 
use o( them; and he docs t h e office ^ a 
counsel, a judge, an executor , and a f r iend 
to all his acquaintance, not only without t h e 
profits which a t tend such offices, but also 
without the deference and homage which 
a re usually p d d to them. T h e giving of 
thanks is displeasing to him. T h e greatest 
grat i tude you can show h im, is to let h im 
see you a re a be t t e r man for his services; 
and tha t you a re as ready to oblige ethers , 
as he is to ol)lige you. 

In the pr ivate ex igendes of his f r iends, 
h e lends a t legal value considerable suras 
wWch h e might highly increase by rolling 
in ^ e public stocks. H e does not consider 
in whose hands his money will improve 
most, bnt w h e r e it will Ao most good. 

Eubulus ha s so grea t an authori ty in his 
l i t t l ed iumal audience, t ha t w h e n he shakes 
his h ^ at anv piece of publ ic news, t hey 
al l of them a p ^ a r de jec ted; and on t h e 
cont iary , go home t o tlieir dinners with a 
good stomach and cheerful aspect when 
F.iibulus seems to intimate t ha t things go 
well. K a y , the i r veneration towards h im 
is so great, t ha t when tliey a r e in other 
company they speak and act a f t e r h im; a re 

wise In his sciitcnces, and a re no sooner snt 
down at the i r own tables, but they hope or 
fear , rejoice or despond, as they saw him 
do at t h e coffcc-house. In a word, every 
man is Eubulus as soon as his back is turned. 

Having h e r e given an account of t h e se-
veral reiCTS tha t succeed each o ther f rom 
d a y - b r c ^ till dinner-time, I shall mention 
t h e monarchs of the afternoon on another 
occason, and shut u p t h e whole series of 
them with the history of T o m t h e T y r a n t ; * 
who, as t h e first minister of the cofTee-house, 
takes the government upon him between t h e 
hours of eleven and t w d v e a t night, and 
^ v e s h i s orders in the most a rb i t ra ry man-
ner to t h e servants b t low him, as to t h e dis-
position of liquors, coals, and cinders. 

N a SO.] J'ridai/, J/iril'27, 1711. 
Nnnqu&m al iud n a t u r a , aliiul Bepi<?Dlia dixi t . 

J m . Sa t . 321. 
Good t a s t e and n a t u r e s l w a y » speak (he same. 

WHEN the four Indian kings were in this 
country, about a twelvemonth ago, I often 
mixed wi th t h e rabble and followed t h e m 
a whole day together , b d n g wonderfully 
s t ruck with t h e a g h t of every Uiing t ha t is 
new or uncommon. I have, a n c e their de-
par tu re , employed a fr iend to m a k e many 
inquiries of tiieir landlord the uphols terer , 
relating to their manners and c o n v e r a u o n , 
as also concerning t h e r e m a r k s which they 
made in this country; for, next to the form-
ing a right notion of such strangers, I should 
Iw d e a r o u s of learning what ideas they have 
conceived of us. 

T h e uphols terer finding m y f r iend very 
inquisitive about these his loilgers, brought 
h im some time since a little bundle of pa -
pers , which h e as.sured h i m were wri t ten 
by king Sa G a Yean Q u a R a s h T o w , and, 
as h e supposes, le f t behind by some mis-
take. l l i e s e p a p e r s a re now transla ted, 
and contain aliundance of very c<ld observa-
tions, which I find this little f ra te rn i ty of 
kings m a d e during the i r stay in t h e isle of 
G r e a t BriUin. I sliall present m y r e a d e r 
wi th a short specimen of them in this pa -
per , and m a v pe rhaps C M u m u i i i c a t e m o r e 
to h im hereaf ter . In t h e av t ide of London 
are the following words, which without 
doubt a re meant of t h e church of SL P a u l : 

' On t h e most rising p a r t of t h e town 
there stands a huge house, big enough t o 
contain t h e whole nation of which I a m 
king. O u r good b ro the r E T o w O Koam, 
king of t h e Rivers, is of opinion it was m:ide 
by the hands of t ha t grea t God to w h o m it 
is consecrated. T h e kings (if Grdnajal i and 
of the S ix Nations believe t ha t i t was 
crcated with the ear th , and produced on 
the same day with the sim and m'jon. But 
for m y own par t , by t h e Ixist information 
tha t I cculd get of this mat te r , I a m a p t to 

• Tlie w a i i - r of t l ia t coPee-lwusC; 
Danied S i r T b u m a a . 

ftequently nick-
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tliink that tliis prodigloiis pile was fashioned 
into tl>e shiipe it nttw l>«irs by several tools 
and instruments, of which t)icyh:iTca won-
derfiU variety in this country. I t was pro-
bably at first a huge misshapen rocli, that 
grew upon the top of the hill, which the 
natives of the country (af ter having cut it 
into a kind of regular figure) bored and 
hollowed with incredible pains and indus-
try, till they had wrought in it all those 
beautiful vaults and caverns into which it is 
divided at this day. As soon as this rock 
was thus curiously scooped to their likijig, 
a prodigious numljcr ot hands must have 
l>een employed in chip|>ing the outside of 
it, which is now as smooth as the surfacc of 
a pebble; and is in several places hewn out 
into pillars that stand like the trunks of so 
many trees bound about the top with gar-
lands of leaves. I t is probable that when 
this m a t work was begun, which must 
have been many hundred years ago, there 
was some religion among this people; for 
they give it the name of a temple, and have 
a tradition that it was designed for men to 
pay their devotions in. And indeed there 
are several reasons which make us think 
that tlie natives of this country had formerly 
among them some sort of worship; for they 
set apart every seventh day as sacred: but 
upon my going into one of tliese holy houses 
on that day, 1 could not observe any cir-
cumstance of devotion in t h d r behaviour. 
T h e r e was indeed a man in black, who was 
mounted above the rest, and seemed to ut-
t e r somethmg with a great deal of vehe-
mence; but as for those underneath him, 
mstead of paying t h d r worship to the deity 
of the place, they were most of them bow-

and curtsej mg to one another, and a 

pick out from the disconrse of our Interpre-
ters; which we put together as well as wc 
could, being able to uiiderstatid but here 
and there a word of what they said, and 
afterwards making u p the meaning of it 
among ourselves. The men of the country 
are very cunning and ingenious in handi-
craft works, but withal so very idle, that 
we often saw young, lusty, rawboned fel-
lows, carried up and down the streets in 
httle covered rooms, by a couple of porters, 
whoare h i r ed fo r tha t service. T h e i r d r c s s 
is likewise very barbarous, for tliey almost 
strangle themselves about the neck, and 
bind their bodies with several ligatures, 
that we a re apt to think are the occasion 
of several distempers among them, wliich 
our country is entirely free from. Instead 
of those beautiful feathers witli which we 
adorn onr heads, they often buy u p a miai-
strous bush of h d r , which covers their 
heads, and falls down in a large fleecc be-
low the middle of their backs; and wt!» 
which they walk up and down the streets, 
and are as proud of it as if it was of tlieir 
own growtn. 

' \ V e were invited to one of their public 
diversions, where we hoped to have seen 
the great men of their country running 
down a stag, or pitching a bar , tha t we 
might have discovered wno were the pcr-

ing and curtseymg 
considerable number of them fast asleep. 

' T h e queen of tlie coimtry a])ixiinted two 
men to attend us, tha t had enough of our 
language to make themselves understood in 
some few particulars. But we soon per-
ceived these two were great enemies to one 
another, and did not always agree in the 
same story. W e could make shift to gather 
out of one of them, that this island was very 
much infcste<l with a monstrous kind of 
animals, in the shape of men, called whigs, 
a^d he often told us, that he hoped we 
should meet with none of tliem in our way, 
JOT that if we did, they would be apt to 
k n < ^ as down for being kings. 

Our other interpreter used to talk very 
much of a kind of animal called a toiy, that 
w a s ^ great a monster as the whig, and 
would treat us as ill for being foreigners. 
1 hese two creatures, it seems are bom 

with a secret antipathy tocme another, and 
engage when they meet as naturally as the 
elephant and the rhinoceros. But as we 
saw none of either of these species, we are 
apt to think that our guides deceived us 
with misrepresentations and fictions, and 
amused us with an account of such mon-
sters as are not really in tlu-ir country. 

' T h e s e particulari wc made u sWft to 

^ n s of the greatest abilities among them; 
bat instead of that , they conveyed us into a 
huge room lighted u ) with ainindance of 
cancUes, where this lazy ijcople sat still 
above three hours to see several feats of 
ingenuity performed by others, who it 
seems were Pidd for it. 

' As for the women of the country, not 
uUl c 

^ . . . . V, JJI/L 
l)emg able to talk with them, we could only 
m ^ e our remarks upon them at a distance. 
1 hey let the hair of their heads grow to a 

gi-eat length; but as the men make a great 
show with heads of hair that are none of 
their own, the women, who they say have 
very fine heads of hair, tic it u p in a knot, 
and cover it from being seen. T h e women 
look like angels, and would be more beauti-
fiil than the sun, were it not for littie black 
spots that are apt to break out in their 
faces, and sometimes rise in very cnld 
figures, I have observed that those little 
blemishes wear off very soon; but when 
they disappear in m e pa r t of the face, they 
a re very apt to break out in another, inso-
much that I liave seen a siwt uj)on the foi^e-
h e ^ in the afternoon, which was upon Uie 
cliin in the morning.' 

T h e author then proceeds to show the 
absurdity of breeches and petticoats, with 
many other curious observations, which I 
shall reserve foranotheroccasion. I cannot 
however a>nclude this jwper without tak-
ing notice, tliat amidst these wild remarks 
there now and then appears something very 
reasonable, 1 cannot likewise f o r b t i r ob-
sening , that we are al! guilty in some mea-
sure ot" the same narrow way of thinking 
wliich we meet witli in this abstract of the 
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Indian joui-nal, -when wc fancy the customs, 
dresses, and manners of other countries are 
ridiculous and extravagant, if they do not 
resemble those of our own. C. 

No. 51.] Saturday, April 28,1711. 
T o M u « t 111 o l w a i i i s i o i n n u n c s e r m o n l b n s a u r e m -

liar. L i b . 2 . Ep . 1 .127-

H e f r o m tho l a s w obscene recliima o u r you th .—Pope . 

' MR- SPECTATOR,—My fortune, quality, 
and person, are such as render me as con-
spicuovs as any young woman in town. _ I t 
is in my power to enjoy it in all its vanjties, 
but I have from a very careful education, 
contracted a great aversion to the forward 
a r and fashion whicli is practised in all 
public p\ac.es and assemblies. I at tnbute 
this very much to the style and manner of 
our plays, I waslast night at the Funeral,* 
where a confident lover in the play speak-
ing of his mistress, cries ou t—" ()h that 
Harriet! to fold these arms about the waist 
of that beauteous, struggling, and at la.st 
yielding fa i r !" Such aniraage as this ought 
by no meansto be presented to a chaste and 
rcguUir audience. I expect your opimon of 
this scntcnce, and recommend to your con-
sideration, as a SpecUtor, the conduct of 
the stage at present with relation to chas-
tity and modesty. I am. Sir, your constant 
reader and well-wisher.' 

T h e complwnt of this young lady is so 
just, that the offence is gross enough to have 
displeased persons who cannot P r ^ " " ! ^ 
that delicacy and modesty, of which s h e ^ 
mHtress. fiut there is a great deal to be 
^ d i n b c h a l f o f a n a u t h o ^ If the audience 
would but consider the difficulty of keeping 
uo a sprightly dialogue for five acts to-
cether. they would allow a writer, when 
he wants wit, and cannot plea-?e any rther-
•wise to help it out with a little s^muttmess. 
I will answer for the poets, that no m e 
ever writ bawdry, for any other reason but 
dearth of invention. W h e n the aiithw can-
not strike out of himself any more of that 
which h e has superior to those who make 
up the bulk of his audience, his natural re-
course is to that which he has in f ^ m o n 
with them; and a description which grati-
fies a sensual appetite wil please, when the 
author has nothing about him to delight a 
refined imagination. I t is to such a pmerty 
we must impute this and all other sentences 
in Dlavs, which are of this kind, and whsch 
are commonly termed luscious expressions. 

This expedient to supply the rtehciencies 
of wit, has been used more or less by most 
of the authors who ha\-c succeeded on the 
stase! though I know but one who has pro-
f ^ d l y writ a play upon the basis of the 

• T h e P j n « a 1 . or O r i e f A U r o c l ^ . 
R i c h . n l S ieMc—Mii r t i l o t h e h o n o u r o f S i r l l i c h j r l , h e 
a i lcDded t o t h e le t ter of h i s IWr fo r r e> |>o ' " i ' - n t . " " " m a 
a u h « « i u e n t ed i t ion of lii« c o m p l y , w p n u g c i l " 1 uo-
BOXiOUS pSMipjS . 

desire of mnhlplylng our Rpccles, and that 
is the ijolite Sir Ceoree Etheridge; it I un-
derstand what the lady would be at, in the 
play called She would if She could. Other 
poets have here and there given an intima-
tion that there is this design, under all the 
d i ^ i s e s and afftctations which a lady may 
put on; but no author, except this, has 
made sure work of it, and put the imagina-
tions of the audience upon this one purpose 
from the beginning to the end of the comedy. 
I t has always fared accordingly; for whe-
ther it be that all who go to this piece 
would if they could, or that the jnnocmte 
go to it, to guess only what she would if 
she could, the play has always been well 
received. 

I t lifts a heav7 empty sentence, when 
there is added to it a lascivious « s t u r e of 
body; and when it is too low to h e raised 
even by that , a flat meaning is enlivened by 
m a k i n g it a double one. Wri te rs who want 
genlusl never fail of keeping this secret in 
reserve, to crcate a laug i or rmse a clap. 
I, who -know nothing of women but from 
seeing plays, can give great guesses at the 
whole structure of the fair sex, by being 
innocently placed in the pit, and msultcd 
bv the petticoats of their dancers; the ad-
TOntages of whose pretty persons are a 
great help to a dull play. \Vhen a poet 
fiags in writing lusciously, a pretty g i r l ^ 
move !a.sciviously, and have t ^ ^ m c good 
consequence for the author. Didl JWts m 
this case use their audiences, as dull para-
sites do their patrons; when they cannot 
longer divert them with their wit or hu-
mour, they bait their cars with something 
which is agreeable to their temper, though 
below their understanding. Apicius cannot 
resist being pleased, if you give him an ac-
cotmt of a delicious meal; or Clodius, if you 
describe a wanton beauty: though at the 
same time if you do r o t awake those m-
clinations in them, no men arc better judges 
of what is just and delicate m conversation. 
But as I have liefore observed, it is easier to 
talk to the man than to the man of sense. 

It is remarkable that the writers of least 
learning are best skilled in the luscious 
way TTje poetesses of the age have dcme 
womders in this kind; and we ^ obliged 
to the l.idy who writ Ibrahim,? for mtro-
duchtg a preparatory scene to the very ac-
tion when the emperor throws his hand-
kerchief as a signal for his mistress to fol-
low him into the most retired par t of the 
seraglio. I t must be confessed his 1 urkisli 
majesty went off with a g<»jd air, but me-
thought we made hut a sad figure who 
W M t e d without. This ingenious gentlewo-
man, in this picce of bawdry, refined up<m 
an author of the same sex. t who, in the 
Rover, makes a coiintry 'squire strip to Ins 
Holland ilrawers. For Bluiit is disappoint-
ed, and the emperor is umlerstc*^ to go on 
to the utmost. T h e pleasantry of stripping 

t M r s . M a i y V i l . } Mm. A[ iba ra I k l i n . 
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almost naked h w been sincc practised 
(where indeed it slioidd liiive been begun! 
very successfully at Bartliolcimcw fair.* 

I t is not to l>e here (iniittal, tliat in one 
or the above-mentioned female composi-
tions, the Rover is vciy frcrmently sent on 
the same errand; as 1 take it, above once 
evei'y act. T h i s is not wholly uniiatiiral; 
for, the_y .<ay, the mwi authors di-aw them-
selves 111 their chief clianicturs, and the 
women writers may be allowed tlie same 
liberty, Thus, as the male wit gives his 
hero a great fortune, the female gives her 
heroine a good gallant at the end of the 
play. But, indeed, there is hardly a play 
one can go to, but the hero or fine gentle-
man of it struts "if upon the same account, 
^ d leaves us to considerwhat good office he 
JIM put us to, or to employ ourselves as we 
please. T o be pWn, a man who frequents 
plavs would have a very respectful notiwi 
jtf himself, were he to recollect hnw often 
he has been used as a pimp to revishing 
tyrants, or successful rakes. When the 
actors make their exit on this good occa-
sion, the ladies are sure to have an examin-
ing glancc from the pit, to see how they 
relish what passes; and a few lewd fiiols are 
very ready to employ their talents upon the 
compisure or freedom of their looks. Such 
incidents as these make some ladies wholly 
absent tliemselves from the playhouse; and 
others never miss the first day of a play, 
lest it should prove too luscious to admit 
their gcang witli any countenance to it on 
the second. 

If men of wit, who think fit to write for 
the stage, instead of this pitiful way of giv-
inR delight, would turn their thoughts upon 
raising it from such good natunU impulses 
as are in the audience, but are choaked up 
bv vice and luxury, they would not only 
please, but beftieiid us .it the same time. 
If a man had a mind to be new in his way 
of writing, might not he who is represented 
as a fine gentleman, tliouRh he betrays the 
honour and bed of his neighbour ajid mend, 
ajid lies with half the women In the play 
and is at hist rewarded with her of the best 
chat-acter in it; I say, ui>on giving the co-
mc<ly another cast, might not such a one 
divert the audience quite as well, if at the 
ca^ t r c iphe he were Jound out for a traitor, 
and met with contempt accordinglv? T h e r e 
is ^ Idom a pei-son devoted to' above one 
darling vice at a time, so that there is room 
enough to catch at men's hearts to tlieir 
good and advantage, if the poets will at-
tempt It with the honesty which becomes 
their character. 

T h e r e is no man who loves his bottle Of 
his miitre^s, in a manner so very aban-
dwed, as not to be capable of rclishine an 
a^^reealjle character, ihat is in no way a 
slave to cither of those pursuits. A man 
that IS temperate, generous, valiant, chaste 

faithful, and honest, may, at the same time, 
have wit, humour, mirtli, gixxl breeding, 
aiKl gallantry. Wliile he exerts these lat-
ter qualities, twenty occasions might be in-
ventetl to show he is master of the other 
noble virtues. Such characters would smite 
and reprove the heart of a man of sense, 
when h e is given up to his pleasures. He 
would see he has >een mistaken all this 
while, and be convinced that a sound con-
stitution and an innocent mind, are the true 
w ^ l i e n t s for becoming and enjoying life. 
All men of true taste would call a mum of 
Wit, who should turn his ambition this way, 
a fiiend and Ix^nefactor to his countrv-; hut 
I am at a loss what name they would give 
him, who makes use of his capacity for 
contrary purposes. 'R. 

• T h e sppporaoM uf La<ly Mary, s r n w d a n w r s i 
Bar tho lomew l i i r , | a v e ocMsion 10 IMb i . r6 |cr i u i m a l -

N a 52.] Monday, April 30,1711. 

Onrn^i u t tecum meritiB pro lal ibus s n n n * 
i ^ g a t , «I pulclua f ac i a l le ptote parent^rn. 

f i r f . i. 7R 
T o c r o w n t h y wnrth , t h e shall h e e r e r Ih iae 
And m a t e iliee fatlior of a beauleoui l ine . 

AK ingenious correspondent, like a 
spnghtlv wife, will always have the last 
W(yd. I did not think my last letter to the 
deformed fraternity would have occasioned 
an_y answer, especially since I had pro-
mised them so sudden a v ia t ; but as they 
think they cannot show too great a venera-
tion tor my person, they have already sent 
me up an answer. As to the p r o i w s i of a 
marnage between myself aiuTthe match-
less Hecatissa, I have but one objection to 
it; which is, that all the society will expcct 
to be acquainted with her ; and who can be 
sure of keeping a woman's heart long, 
where she may have so much choice > I 
am the more f a r m e d at this, because the 
lady seems particularly smitten with men 
of their make. 

I believe I shall set my heart upon her-
and think never the worse of my mistress 
for an epigram a smart fellow writ, as he 
thought, arainst her; it does tat the more 
^ o m m e n d her to me. At the same time 
1 cannot but discover that his malice is 
stolen from Martial: 

| T V l a p l a c e s , a u d i t a r t a c M . s i nnn v i d t a i e , 
r u l a placeB j nculro , st Viikare, p la tM. ' 
' Whi ls t in the da rk nn i h y sof t hand I h u n s , 
And hc.ml tbe t r a i p i i u j S^ r -n la t h y Icmirie, 
yviial flninot, w h n t d a r n , x h a l an t i i i j h , l e n i i i r ' d l 
«a l when Uw candle cn ier 'd , I wa« ciir 'd. ' 

• Your letter to us we have received, as 
a signal mark of your favour and brotherly 
affection. W e shall be heartily glad to see 
your short face in Oxford: and since tJie 
wisdom of our legislature has been immor-
talized in your speculations, and our perso-
nal deformities in some sort by you recorded 
to all posterity; we hold ourselves in grati-
tude bound to receive, with the highest re-
spect, all STich persons as for tlieir extraor-
dinary merit you shall think fit, from time 
to time, to recommend untothe board. As 
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for the Pictish damsel, we have an easy 
chair prepared at the upper end of the 
table; which we doubt not but she will 
grace with a very hideous aspect, and 
much better become the seat in the native 
and unaffected uncomeiiness of her person, 
than witli all the superficial ^ r s of the 
pencil, wluch (as you have very ingeniously 
observed) vanish with a breath, and the 
jnost innocent adorermay deface the shrine 
with a sjdutation, and in the literal sense of 
our poets, snatch and imprint his balmy 
kisses, and devour her melting lips. In 
short, the only faces of the Pictish kind 
that will endure the weather, must be of 
Dr. Carbuncle's die; though his, in truth, 
has cost him a world the paintmg; but 
then he boasts with Zeuxes, in cetemitatem 
pingo; and oft jocosely tells the f M ones, 
would they acquire colours that would stand 
kisang, they must no longer piunt, but drink 
for a complexion: a maxim that in this our 
age has been pursued with no ill success; and 
has been as Mmirable in its effects, as the 
famous cosmetic mentioned in the Postman, 
and invented by the renowned British Hip-
pocrates of the pestle and mortar; making 
the party, after a due course, rosy, hale, 
and airy; and the best and most approved 
receipt now extant, for the fever of the 

Sirits. But to return to our female candi-
te, who, I understand is returned to her-

self, and will no longer hang out false 
colours; as she is the first of her sex that 
has dene us so great an honour, she will 
certainly in a very short time, both in prose 
and verse, be a lady of the most celebrated 
deformity now living, and meet with m ^ y 
admirers here as fnghtfol as herself. But 
being a Icmg-headed genUewomau, 1 ^ 
apt to imagine she has some further design 
than you have yet penetrated; and perhaps 
has more mind to the Spectator than i^y 
of his fraternity, as the person of all the 
world she could like for a paramour. And 
if so, reaUy I cannot but applaud her choice, 
and should be glad, if it might lie m my 
power, to effect an amicable accommoda-
tion betwixt two faces of such different ex-
tremes, as the only possible expedient to 
mend the breed, and rectify the physic^-
nomy of the family on Ijoth sides. And 
again, as she is a lady of a very fluent elo-
cution, you need not fear that your first 
child wiU be bom dumb, which otherwise 
you might have reason to be apprehensive 
of, T o be plsun with you, I can see no-
thing shocking in it; for though she hM not 
a face like a jdhn-apple, yet as a late friend 
of mine, who at sixty-five ventured on a 
lass of fifteen, very freguently in the re-
maining five years of his life gave me to 
understand, that as old as he then seemed, 
when they were first married he and his 
spouse cfluld make but fourscore; so may 
madam Hecatissa very justly allege here-
after, that as long-\isaged as she may then 
be thought, upon their wedding-day Mr. 
Specutor and she h.td but half an ell of 
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face betwixt them; and this my worthy 
predecessor, Mr, ^ r g e a n t Chin, always 
m ^ t a i n e d to be no more than the true 
oval proportion between man and wife. 
But as this may be a new thing to you, who 
have hitherto had no expectations from 
women, I shall allow you what time you 
think fit to consider on it; not without some 
hope of seeing at last your thoughts here-
upon subjcaned to mine, and which is a a 
honour much desired by, sir, your assured 
friend, and most humble sen ant, 

' H U G H GOBLIN, Priears.' 
T h e following letter has not much in it, 

but as it is written in my own prmse, I can-
not from my heart suppress it. 

'SIR,—You proposed in your Spectator 
of last Tuesday, Mr . HobSs's hypothesis 
for solving that very odd phsnomenon of 
laughter. You have made the hypothesis 
^^uable by espousing it yourself; for had 
it continued Mr, H ^ b s ' s , nobody would 
have minded it, Now here this perplexed 
case arises. A certain company laughed 
very heartily upon the reading of that very 
paper of yours; and the truth of it is, he 
must be a man of more than ordinary 
constancy that could stand out against so 
much comedy, and not do as we did. Now 
there are few men in the world so far iMt 
to all good sense, as to look upon you to be 
a man in a state of folly " interior to him-
self." Pray then how do you justify your 
hypothesis of laughter.' 

' • Your most humble, Q. R. ' 
• Thursday . Ibe 86II1 of t h e m o n t h of >Wol>. 

'SIR,—In answer to your letter, I must 
desire you to recollect yourself; and you 
will find, that when you Sid me A e honour 
to be so merry fiver my paper, yoti laughed 
atthe idiot, the German courtier, the gaper, 
the merry-andrew, the haberdasher, the 
biter, tte butt, and not at 

• Your humble servant, 
R, ' T H E S P E C T A T O R . ' 

No. 53.] Tuesday, May 1, 1711. 
Alitliii'"'^'^ bonus donn i t a t Hom^rus, 

Hn. Tot. Ter. 3i». 
Homer l i i ins«irbath been obserr 'd 10 cod. Rot^mamn. 

MY correspondents grow so numerous, 
that I cannot avoid frequently inserting 
their applications to me. 

' MR. SPECTATOR,—I am glad I can in • 
form you, that your endeavours to adorn 
that sex, which is the fairest part of the 
viable creation, are well received, and like 
to prove not unsuccessful. T h e triumph 
of Daphne over her sister Lst i t ia has 
been the subject of conversation at severaj 
tea-tables where I have been present; and 
I have obse rv^ the fsur circle not a little 
pleased to find you considering them as 
reasonable creatures, and endeavouring to 
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