
for the Pictish damsel, we have an easy 
chair prepared at the upper end of the 
table; which we doubt not but she will 
grace with a very hideous aspect, and 
much better become the seat in the native 
and unaffected uncomeiiness of her person, 
than witli all the superficial ^ r s of the 
pencil, wluch (as you have very ingeniously 
observed) vanish with a breath, and the 
jnost innocent adorermay deface the shrine 
with a sjdutation, and in the literal sense of 
our poets, snatch and imprint his balmy 
kisses, and devour her melting lips. In 
short, the only faces of the Pictish kind 
that will endure the weather, must be of 
Dr. Carbuncle's die; though his, in truth, 
has cost him a world the paintmg; but 
then he boasts with Zeuxes, in cetemitatem 
pingo; and oft jocosely tells the f M ones, 
would they acquire colours that would stand 
kisang, they must no longer piunt, but drink 
for a complexion: a maxim that in this our 
age has been pursued with no ill success; and 
has been as Mmirable in its effects, as the 
famous cosmetic mentioned in the Postman, 
and invented by the renowned British Hip-
pocrates of the pestle and mortar; making 
the party, after a due course, rosy, hale, 
and airy; and the best and most approved 
receipt now extant, for the fever of the 

Sirits. But to return to our female candi-
te, who, I understand is returned to her-

self, and will no longer hang out false 
colours; as she is the first of her sex that 
has dene us so great an honour, she will 
certainly in a very short time, both in prose 
and verse, be a lady of the most celebrated 
deformity now living, and meet with m ^ y 
admirers here as fnghtfol as herself. But 
being a Icmg-headed genUewomau, 1 ^ 
apt to imagine she has some further design 
than you have yet penetrated; and perhaps 
has more mind to the Spectator than i^y 
of his fraternity, as the person of all the 
world she could like for a paramour. And 
if so, reaUy I cannot but applaud her choice, 
and should be glad, if it might lie m my 
power, to effect an amicable accommoda-
tion betwixt two faces of such different ex-
tremes, as the only possible expedient to 
mend the breed, and rectify the physic^-
nomy of the family on Ijoth sides. And 
again, as she is a lady of a very fluent elo-
cution, you need not fear that your first 
child wiU be bom dumb, which otherwise 
you might have reason to be apprehensive 
of, T o be plsun with you, I can see no-
thing shocking in it; for though she hM not 
a face like a jdhn-apple, yet as a late friend 
of mine, who at sixty-five ventured on a 
lass of fifteen, very freguently in the re-
maining five years of his life gave me to 
understand, that as old as he then seemed, 
when they were first married he and his 
spouse cfluld make but fourscore; so may 
madam Hecatissa very justly allege here-
after, that as long-\isaged as she may then 
be thought, upon their wedding-day Mr. 
Specutor and she h.td but half an ell of 
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face betwixt them; and this my worthy 
predecessor, Mr, ^ r g e a n t Chin, always 
m ^ t a i n e d to be no more than the true 
oval proportion between man and wife. 
But as this may be a new thing to you, who 
have hitherto had no expectations from 
women, I shall allow you what time you 
think fit to consider on it; not without some 
hope of seeing at last your thoughts here-
upon subjcaned to mine, and which is a a 
honour much desired by, sir, your assured 
friend, and most humble sen ant, 

' H U G H GOBLIN, Priears.' 
T h e following letter has not much in it, 

but as it is written in my own prmse, I can-
not from my heart suppress it. 

'SIR,—You proposed in your Spectator 
of last Tuesday, Mr . HobSs's hypothesis 
for solving that very odd phsnomenon of 
laughter. You have made the hypothesis 
^^uable by espousing it yourself; for had 
it continued Mr, H ^ b s ' s , nobody would 
have minded it, Now here this perplexed 
case arises. A certain company laughed 
very heartily upon the reading of that very 
paper of yours; and the truth of it is, he 
must be a man of more than ordinary 
constancy that could stand out against so 
much comedy, and not do as we did. Now 
there are few men in the world so far iMt 
to all good sense, as to look upon you to be 
a man in a state of folly " interior to him-
self." Pray then how do you justify your 
hypothesis of laughter.' 

' • Your most humble, Q. R. ' 
• Thursday . Ibe 86II1 of t h e m o n t h of >Wol>. 

'SIR,—In answer to your letter, I must 
desire you to recollect yourself; and you 
will find, that when you Sid me A e honour 
to be so merry fiver my paper, yoti laughed 
atthe idiot, the German courtier, the gaper, 
the merry-andrew, the haberdasher, the 
biter, tte butt, and not at 

• Your humble servant, 
R, ' T H E S P E C T A T O R . ' 

No. 53.] Tuesday, May 1, 1711. 
Alitliii'"'^'^ bonus donn i t a t Hom^rus, 

Hn. Tot. Ter. 3i». 
Homer l i i ins«irbath been obserr 'd 10 cod. Rot^mamn. 

MY correspondents grow so numerous, 
that I cannot avoid frequently inserting 
their applications to me. 

' MR. SPECTATOR,—I am glad I can in • 
form you, that your endeavours to adorn 
that sex, which is the fairest part of the 
viable creation, are well received, and like 
to prove not unsuccessful. T h e triumph 
of Daphne over her sister Lst i t ia has 
been the subject of conversation at severaj 
tea-tables where I have been present; and 
I have obse rv^ the fsur circle not a little 
pleased to find you considering them as 
reasonable creatures, and endeavouring to 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



banish that Mahometan custom, which had 
too much prevailed even in this island, of 
treating women as if they had no souls, 
I must do them the jus t i ce to say, that there 
seems to be nothing watitine to the finish-
ing of these lovely pieces of human nature, 
besides the turning and applying thei r am-
bition properly, and the keeping them u p 
to a sense of what is their t rue meri t . 
Epictetus, that plain, honest philosopher, 
as little as he had of gallantry, appears to 
have understood them, as well as the po-
lite St. Evremont , and has hit this point 
very luckUy. • W h e n young women. ' says 
he, ' a r r i v e at a certain age, they hear 
themselves called Mistresses, Mid a r e 
made to believe tha t their only business is 
to please the men ; they imjnecfiately begin 
to dress, and place all the i r hopes in the 
adorning of the i r persons; it is therefore , ' 
continues he, ' worth the while to endea-
v o r by ail means to make them sensible 
tha t the honour paid to thern is only upon 
account of the i r conducting themselves 
with virtue, modesty, and discretion.' 

• Now, to pursue the mat te r yet far ther , 
and to render ycur cares for t h e improve-
ment of tlie f a r ones more effectual, I 
would propose a new method, like those 
apphcations which are said to convey thei r 
virtue by sympathy; and tha t is, that in 
order to embellish the mistress, you should o raer lo emoeiiisn tne mistress, you should 
give a new education to t h e lover, and 
teach the men not to be any longer dazzled 
by false charms and unreal beauty. I can-
not but think t h a t if our sex knew always 
how to place the i r esteem justly, the other 
w ^ d not be so often wanting to them-
selves in deserving it. For as the being 
enamoured with a woman of sense and rtr-
tue is an improvement to a man ' s under-
standing and morals, and t h e pas^on is 
ennobled by t h e object which mspires it; 
so on the other side, the appearing amiable 
to a man of a wise and elegant mind, car-
n e s in itself no small degree of merit and 
accomplishment. I conclude, therefore, 
tha t one way to make the women yet more 
agreeable is, to m a k e the m e n more vir-
tuous. I am, sir, your most humble ser-

R . B . ' 

' A p r i l 26th. 
S>iR,—Yours of Saturday last I read, 

not Without some resentment; but I will 
suppose, when you say you expec t an in-
undation of ribands ancf broca<les, and to 

vanities which the women 
wUl tau into upon a peace with France 
that you intend only the unthinking p a n 
of our sex; and wha t methods can reduce 
them to reason is hard to imagine. 

•But , sir, t he re are others yet, that 
your mstructions might be of great use to, 
who, af ter their best endeavours, a re some-
t imes at a loss to acqiut themselves to a cen-
sorious world. I am far from thinking you 
^ a l t o ^ h e r disapprove of conversation 
between ladies and gCTtlemen, regulated by 

the rules of honour and prudence; and 
have thought it an observation not ill-made, 
that where that was wholly denied, the 
women lost their wit , and iJie men their 
good manners. I t is, sure, f rom those im-
proper liberties you mentioned, tha t a sort 
of undistinguishmg people shall banish 
from t h e i r drawing-rooms the best-bred 
men in t h e world, and condemn those tha t 
do not. Your stating this point might, I 
think, b e of good use, as well as much 
oblige, sir, your admirer and most humble 
ser\'ant, A N N A B E L L A . ' 

N o answer to this, till Anna BeUa sends 
a description of those she calls t h e best-
bred men in the world. 

MR. SPECTATOR,—I am a gentleman 
who for many years last past h a v e been 
weU known to be truly splenctic, and that 
my spleen arises from having contracted so 
great a delicacy, by reading the best au-
thors, and keeping the most refined com-
pany, tha t I cannot bear the least impro-
priety of language, or rusticity of behaviour. 
Now, sir, I have ever looked upon this as 
a wise distemper; but by late observations 
find, tha t every heavy wretch, who has no-
thing to say, excuses his dulness b y c o m -
plfuning of the spleen. Nay, I saw t h e 
other (lay, two fellows in a tavern ki tchen 
set u ^ f o r it, call for a pint and pipes, and 
only by guzzling liquor, to each other 's 
health, and by waft ing smoke in each 
other 's face, pretend to th row off t h e 
spleen. I appeal to you whe the r these 
dishonours a t e to be done to the dis temper 
of the great and the polite. I beseech you, 
sir, to inform these fellows that they have 
not t h e spleen, bccause they cannot ta lk 
without the help of a glass at the i r mouths, 
or convey their meaning to each other 
without t h e inteiposition of clouds. If you 
will not do this with all speed, I assure you, 
for my part , I will whoUy quit t h e disease, 
and for the future be mer ry with t h e vul-
gar. I am, sir, ycur humble sen-ant . ' 

• SIR,—This is to le t you understand that 
I am a reformed Starer , and conceived a 
detestation for tha t practice from wha t you 
have writ upon t h e subject. But as you 
^ v e been very severe upon the behaviour 
of us men at divine service, I hope you will 
not be so apparent ly part ia l to the women, 
as to let them ^o wholly unobserved. If 
they do every thing tha t is possible t o a t -
tract our eyes, a re we more culpable than 
they, for looking at them? I happened last 
Sunday to b e shut into a pew, which was 
full of young ladies in the bloom of youth 
and beauty. W h e n t h e service began, I 
had not room to kneel at the confession, 
but as I stood kept my eyes from wander-
ing as well as I was able, till one of the 
young ladies, who is a Peeper , resolved to 
bring down my looks and fix my devotion 
on herself. You are to know, sir, t ha t a 
Peeper works with h e r hands, eyes, and 
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fan ; one of which is continually in motion, 
while she thinks she is not actually tl\e ad-
miration of some ogler or s tarer in t h e con-
ereRation. As I stood utterly at a loss how 
to behave m)'self, surrounded as I was, 
this Peepe r so placed herself as to be 
kneeling just before me. She displayed the 
most beautiful bosom imaginable, which 
heaved and fell wi th some fervour, while a 
delicate well-shaped arm he ld a fan over 
h e r face. I t was not in na ture to command 
one's eyes from this object. I could not 
avoid taking notice also of h e r fan, which 
had on it various figures very improper to 
behold on tha t occasion. T h e r e ay m the 
body of the piece a Venus under a p u m l e 
canopy furled with curious wrea ths of d r a -
pen- , "half naked, at tended wi th a train of 
Cupids, who were busy in fanning h e r as 
she s l e p t Behind h e r was d rawn a satyr 
peeping over the silken fence, and threa t -
ening to b reak through it. I frequently 
offered to tu rn m y sight another way, b u t 
•was still detained by t h e fiscination of the 
Peepei^s eyes, w h o had long pract ised a 
skill in them, to recal the pa r t i ng glances 
of h e r beholders. You see m y complaint , 
and r hope vou wi l l t ake these mischievous 
people, t h e ' P e e p e r s , into your considera-
tion. I doubt not but you will t h ink a 
Peeper as much more pernicious than a 
Starer , as an ambuscade is more to be fear -
ed than an open assault. I a m , Sir, your 
most obedient servant- ' 

T h i s Peepe r us ingbo th fan and eyes, to 
be considered as a Pic t , and proceed ac-
cordingly. 

' K I S G L A T I K U S t o t h e S P E C T A T O R , 
greeting. 

' T h o u g h some may th ink we descend 
f rom our imperial dignity, in holding cor-
respondence wi th a pr ivate l i terato; j-et as 
we have great rcspec t to all good inten-
tions for our service, we do not esteem it 
beneath us to re tu rn y a i our royal thanks 
for wha t ymi h a v e puf)lished in our behalf , 
whi le under confinement in t h e e n c h ^ t e d 
r a « l e of the Savoy, and for your mcn t im rt 
a stibsidy for a p n n c e in misfortune. T h i s 
your timelv zeal ha s inclined the hearts of 
divers to lie aiding unto us, if y e could 
propose t h e means. W e have taken the i r 
p w l - w i U into consideration, and have con-
tr ived a method which will be easy to 
those * h o shall give the aid, and not unac-
ceptable to us w h o receive it. A concert 
of music shall be p repa red a t Haberdash-
er 's-hall , for W e d n e s d a y t h e second of 

' Given at our court in Vinegar-yard, 
story the thi rd from the ear th , A p n l 28, 
i n i , ' 

er s-iiaii, TT — . - - -- . 
M a y , and we will honour the said entertain-
ment with our own presence, where each 
perstm shall be assessed but at two shil-
l i n g and sixpence. W h a t we expec t f rom 
voii is, tha t vou publisli these our royal m-
tentions, with injunction t ha t they be read 
a t all tea-tables within the cities ol Lowdon 
and Wes tmins te r ; and so we bid you 
hear t i ly farewell . , , , . 

' L A T I N I T S , King of /he Vohciam. 

No. 54.] TVednesday, May 2, 1711. 
St r enoa DM exereet i n e n i s . 

Kitr. Lib. 8. Ep. il. 28. 
Laborioa» idtenets our powers f m p l o f i . 

THE following le t ter being the first t ha t 
I have received from the learned university 
of Cambridge, I could not hut do myself 
the honour of publishing i t I t gives an ac-
count of a new sect of philosophers which 
has arose in tha t famous residence of learn-
ing; and is, perhaps , t h e only sect this age 
is l ikely to produce. 

' Cambridge, Apri l 26. 
' MR. SPECTATOR,—Believing you to be 

an universal encourager of liberal ar ts and 
sciences, and glad of any information froni 
the learned world, I thought an account ot 
a sect of philosc^hers, very frequent among 
us, but not t aken notice ot as t a r as 1 can 
remember , by any writers , either ancient 
or m o d e m , would not be unacc^;ptable t o 
y o a T h e philosophers of this sect are 
in the language of our university c d l e d 
Loungers. I am of opinion, that , as m many 
other things, so Ukewise in this, t h e an-
cients have been defective; viz: m m ^ -
tionins no phDosophers of this sort. Some 
i n d e e l will affirm tha t they a re a k ind of 
Peripatetics, because w e see them conti-
n u a l l y walking about. But I would have 
these gentlemen consider, tha t though the 
ancient Peripatet ics walked much, yet they 
wrote much also; witness, to the sorrow of 
this sect, Aristotle and others; whereas it 
is notorious tha t most of our p r o f e s ^ n 
never lav out a far thing either in pen, ink, 
or paper . O t h e r s a re for deriving them 
from Diogenes, because several of t h e lead-
ing men of the sect have a great deal ot 
cynical humour in t h e m , and delight much 
in sunshine. But then, again, Diogenes \va8 
content to have his constant habitation in a 
nar row tub, whilst our philosophers a re so 
f a r f rom being of his opinion, tha t i t is 
death to them to be confined within the 
limits of a g ^ handsome convenient cham-
b e r but for half an hour. Othe r s there are 
who f rom t h e clearness of their heads de-
duce t h e pedigree of loungers f rom tha t 
great man ( I think it was either Pla to or 
Socrates) who, af ter all his study and 
learning, professed, t ha t all he then knew 
was, t ha t he knew nothing. You easily see 
this is h u t a shallow argument , and may 
be soon confuted. 

' I have wi th grea t pains and industry 
made my observation f rom t ime to time 
upon these sageS? and having now all ma-
terials ready, am compiling a treatise, 
wherein 1 shall set forth the use and pr<^ 
ei-css of this famous sect, together with 
their maxims, austeritic?i, manner of Imng , 
&c Having prevailed with a fnend wh t 
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deslRDs shortly to publish a new edition of 
Dingeiles Laertiiis, to add this treatise of 
mine by way of supplement; I shall now 
to let the world see what mzy be expected 
from me (first besting IVfr. Spectator's 
leave that the world may see it) briefly 
touch upon some of mv chief observations, 
and then subscribe myself your humble 
servant In the first pface I shall give vou 
two or three of their maxims: the funda-
mental one, upon which their whole system 
IS built, is this, viz. ' T h a t time being an 
implacable enemy to, and destroyer of all 
t h i n ^ ought to t e paid in his own coin, 
and be destroved and murdered without 
mercy, by all the ways that can be invent-
^ Another favourite saying of theirs is, 

l h a t busmess was onlv designed for 
knaves, and study fbr blockheads.' A 
third seems to be a ludicrous one, but has 
a _ ^ a t effect upon their lives; and is this 

l h a t the devi is at home.' Now for their 
manner of living: and here I have a large 
field to expatiate in; but T shall reserve 
particulars for my intended discmirse, and 
now only mention one or two of their 
pnncipal exercises. T h e elder proficients 
employ themselves in inspecting mores ho-
'"•H""}, in getting acquainted 
with all the signs and windows in the town 
Some are a m v e d to so great a knowledee 
that they can tell every time anv butcfier 
U l s a calf, every time an old woman's cat 
is in the straw; and a thousand other mat-
ters as important. One ancient philosopher 
contemplates two or three hours everv dav 
over a sun-dial; and is true to the d i^ , ' 

-Afl t b e d i a l to ihp ?un, 
Alil iough i t be not alioiM upon . " 

Our yoiroger students are content to carry 
t h d r speculations as vet no farther than 
bowling-greens, billiard-tables, and such 
like placts. This mav seri-e for a sketch 
of my design; in which 1 hope I shall have 
your encouragement. I am. Sir, yours.' 

I must be so just as to observe I have for-
merly seen of this sect at our other univer-
sitv; though not distinguished by the ap-
pellation which the learned historian, my 
correspondent, reports they bear at Cam-
bridge. They were ever looked upon as a 
l^_ple that impaired themselves more by 
t ^ i r strict appBcation to the rules of their 

than any other students whatever. 
Others seldom hurt themselves any further 
than to gain weak eyes, and sometimes 
headaches; but these philosophers are 
seized all over with a general inabiUty, in-
dolence, and weariness, and a certain impa-
tience of the place they are in, with a hea-
viness in removing to another. 

T h e loungere are safcfied with being 
merely part of the number of mankind, 
without distinguishing themselves from 
amonest them. They may be said rather 
to suffer their time to pass than to spend it, 
without regard to the past, or prospect of 
the future, .A.II theyVnow of this life is 

only the present instant, and do not taste 
even that. When one of this onier hap-
pens to be a man of fortune, the expense 
of his time is transferred to his coach and 
horses, and his life is to be measured by 
their motion, not his own enjoyments or 
sufferings. T h e chief entertainment one 
of these philosophers can possibly p r r ^ s e 
toh imse f , is to get a relish of dress. "Hiis, 
mcthinks, might diversify the person he is 
weary of (his own dear self) to himself. I 
have known these two amusements make 
one of these philosophers make a very 
tolerable fi^re in the world; with variety 
of dresses in public assemblies in town, 
and quick motion of his horses out of it; 
now to Bath, now to Tunbridge, then to 
Newmarket, and then to London, he has 
in process of time brought it to pass, that 
his coach and his horses have been men-
tionedin all those places. When the loun-
g e leave an acaaemic life, and i n s t ^ of 
this more elegant way of appearing in the 
polite world, retire to the seats of their an-
cestors, they usually join a pack of dogs, 
and employ their davs in defending their 
poultry from f o x e s ; ' ! do not know any 
other method that any of this order have 
ever taken to make a noise in the world; 
but I shall enquire into such about this 
town as have arrived a t the dignity of being 
loungers by the force of natural parts, 
without having ever seen a umversity; and 
send my correspondent for the embellish-
ment of his book, the names and historv-
of those who pass their lives without any 
incidents at all; and how they shift coffee-
houses and chocolate-houses from hour to 
hwr , to get over the insupportable labour 
of doing nothing. R. 

No. 55.] Thurtday, May 3, iril. 
t n r u s e t in }ecore » t r o 

N t K u n t u r Domini pin. S a l . I J O . 
Oiu pus io&s p l a ; ths ly r&st in o u r t m « i t s . 

MOST of the trades, profesaons, and 
ways of living among mankind, take their 
ongmal either from the love of pleasure or 
the fear of want. T h e former, when it 
becomes too riolent, degenerates into luxu-
ry, and the latter into avarice. As these 
two principles of action draw different 
ways, Fersius has given us a very humour-
ous account of a young fellow who was 
roused out of his bed in order to be sent 
up«i a long voyage, by Avarice, and after-
w a ^ overpersuaded and kept at home 
^ L u x u r y . I shall set down the pleadings 
of these two imaginary persons, as they are 
in the original, with Mr. Dry den's trans-
lation of them: 

-Manp, J^grr. CTi-rtis: s o r p . int iui t A r a t i t i a ; H a 
SurtP- NfBiu, ins ta t , suree, inqui t Non queo. S u r r e 
E t j i u i d a r s m ? K n j i i t u ' i a j w r c i a s a d v e U e p o m o 
y i ' l o r e u i n , ttiippaa, e V n u m . IhuB, lubrica Coa . 

r*cen" pritRua p i p r e s i t i f n l * camolo. 
y e r t e a i i t i u i i l ; j i i r a . Scfl Jup i l e r »utli»t- E b e u I 
Bare, iTffusiaitim dieiio Ter^braw F a l j n i m 
Con lon tu i [ c r a j f s , si vivcre cum love tandin. 
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J « m p u e i ! » pelUm ninc inc lm, «t u n o p h o n i m sp t a» ; 
Ocyua Bd navem. Nil ob- IJ i quin I t i b e v a w a 
J j s - i i i n r a w a s . nisi s n l " s I j i i i i n a a n i e 
f W i i r i i i n rnon fa i ; a i m rtfinrteiiiMiip m a t a u o ? 
a i i i d libi »i«? C u l i d o s n h peouite raanciila bilia 
I i i iami i i i , quatn n o n c x t i n i r n t u r a a c i c u m 7 
TJH ' maiv i i an s i l i a s ? TIBI lor ia c s n n a b e fii l to 
C(pna l i t in t ransTro? Ve ieo tanun ique ruMi lum 
E i l i a l c l vatHda W ' u m pice « » i l i s o b b a ? 
a u i d p e t i t ? Ut Riimnii. quos h j c qmncunc€ moaeBlo 
M m n e t a s , p f r g a n l avldo« sudare d e u r w s ? 
I n d u l ^ genio; carpcmitAiluIcK; n o f t r u m est 
Quod v i v i i ; cinis, e t loanea, et f abn la fies. 
Vive meraoi is t i i i ; fug i t bora. Hoc qaod loquot , 

iniie f i t . . 
E n quid ay ia? Diiplici i n divprsara acmderia namo. 
HuiiMine, an hunc aequeria 3—' Si«- 133. 

•Wl ie ther a l o n - o r in tby harlr>t'» lap . 
W l w n Ibou wouklfit t ake a l a i y i t io rn inf ' s n a p ; 
L'p. up. MYa Avar i ce ; tbou imor'sl a g a i n , 
S t r e i c t e i t ttiy l imbs, a n d y a w n ' t t , but all lO v a m . 
Tb ' ! m e s e d t y r a n t n o <leniai t a l c s ; 
A t tiis cmnmand th ' unwi l l in iBl i i seard wakp t . 
W h a t must 1 dn ? he c r i es ; IVbai ? Ba>» bis lord; 
W h y r i « make ready, and go s t ra igh t aboard ; 
W i t h Bah, from E u x i n f seas, Uiy veswl f r e i j h l ; 
r i a j castor C o i n win»«, the prerioua w e i f i i t 
r>f pepper, and Sabean incsnse, t ake 
W i t b lliy own hands, f r o m the i i r d c a m f l s hack . 
And w i t h pnsi-haate ih» runn ing m a r k e t s make; 
Be aure In turn t h e p e n n y ; lie ami s w e a r ; 
T i s wholesome s i n : but Jove, thou say s t wil l Bear. 
Swear , fool, or s t a rve , for the d i l emma ' s e v e n ; 
A t raacsman t h o u ! and lKi(ie to «o t o h e a r ' n ? 

ItesolT'd for sea , the slaves t h y b i g ^ a i e pack. 
Eacb Mddlpd w i t h his burden on h i s back : 
f Jc tb inB retards t b y voyase n o w , but he, 
T h a t soft , VQliiptuoiis princ«, call '4 L m u r y ; 
And hf may ask t h i s civil ques t i nn ; F r j end . 
W h a t dost t iKMi m a k e a shipboard 1 T o w h a t end J 
A r t thou of Bethlsm's noble college free 1 
Sta rk , s t a n a g mad, t h a t thou would ' s t tempt the sea? 
Cuhb'd in i cabin, on a matra-cslaid, 
On a b rown George, w i t h l o n ^ swabbers f ed ; 
Dead wine , t h a t s t i n k s cf the Borachio, sup 
F r o m a f o w l j a c k . o r g r e a s y t n a p l E C i i p ? 
P a y woiild'st thou bea i all th i - . to r a i * thy More, 
F rom si* i ' th ' hundred to s i J hundred nicre» 
Indulge, and to t h y genius freely g ive ; 
Por , not to live a t e s se , i t not t o live, , 
Dea th - t a l k . l « h i n d the- , and e l ^h 
Doe - some loose r e m n a n t o f ' " y . H f r . f ' ' " " : . , , 
Live, whi le thoii l i . ' s i ; f»r dea th wil l tnake u s a l l 
A narae- a nmhing but an old wife a t a le . 
Speak wilt Ihoii A i a r i c e or Pleasure choose 
T o h e t h y l o f d l T a k e one, a n d o n e refuse. 

a government flourishes in con-
quesM, and is secure from foreign attacks, 
It D a m r a U y falls into all the pleasures of 
l uxun ' ; and as these pleasures are v e y 
expensive, they put those who are ad-
dicted to them upon r a i ^ g fresh supphes 
of money, by all the methods of rapacious-
ness anii corruption; so tha t avariM and 
luxury verv often become one complicated 
principle of action, in those whose hearts 
are wholly set upon ease, magnificence, 
and pleasure. T h e most elegant and cor-
rect of all the Latin historians obser%-es, 
tha t in his time, when the most formidable 
states of the w o r l d were subdued by the Ro-
mans, the republic sunk into those two vices 
of a quite different nature, luxury and ava-
rice:* and accordingly describes Catilme as 
one who coveted the wealth of other men, 
at the same time that he squandered away 
his own. T h i s observation on the com-
monwealth, when it was in its height of 
power and riches, holds good of all go-
vernments that are settled in a state of ease 

• Alien 1 appetena. sui proflisus.—StI. 

and prosperity. At such times mennatur -
ally endeavour to outshine one another m 
pomp and splendour, and having no fears to 
alarm them from abroad, indulge them-
selves in the enjoyment of all the plea-
sures they can get into their possession; 
which naturally produces avance , and 
an immoderate pursuit after wealth and 
riches. 

As I was humouring myself in the SMCU-
lation of those two great principles of ac-
tion, I could not forbear throwing my 
thoughts into a little kind of allegory or 
fable, with which I shall here present my 
reader. 

T h e r e were two very powerful tyrants 
, e n g ^ e d in a perpetual war against each 
other, the name of the first was Luxury , 
and of the second Avarice. T h e aim of 
each of them was no less than un ive r s^ 
monarchy over the hearts of mankind. 
Luxury "had many generals under him, 
who did him great service, as Pleasure, 
Mirth, Pomp, and Fashion. A v a n c e was 
likewise veiy strong in his officers, being 
faithfully served by Hunger, Indust iy, 
Care, and Watchfubiess : he had likewise 
a privy-counsellor who was always at his 
elbow, and whispering something or other 
in his ear : the name of this privy-coun-
sellor was Poverty. As A v a n M con-
ducted himself by the counsels of Poverty, 
his antagonist was entirely guided by the 
dictates and advice of Plenty, who was his 
first counsellor and minister of state, t ha t 
concerted all his measures for him, and 
never departed out of his s ight \ \"hile 
these two great rivals were thus contend-
ing for empire, their conquests were very 
various. Luxury got possession of one 
heart , and Avarice of another. T h e fa ther 
of a family would often range himself un-
der the banners of Avarice, and the son 
under those of Luxur>-. Ti ie wife and the 
husband would often declare themselves 
on the two different parties: nay, the same 
)erson would very ijften side with one in 
lis youth, Md revolt to the other in his old 

age. Indeed the wise men of the world 
stood neu te r jbu t alas! their numbers were 
not considerable. A t length, when these 
two potentates had wearietl themselves with 
waging war upon one another, they agreed 
upon an in teniew, at which nei ther of 
their counsellors were to be present. I t is 
said that Luxury began the ]>arley, and af-
ter having represented the endless state of 
war in which they were engaged, told his 
enemv, with a frankness of heart which is 
natural to him, that he believed they two 
should be verv good friends were in not for 
the instigations of Poverty, tha t pernicious 
counsellor, who made an ill use of his ear, 
and filled him with groundless apprehen-
sions and prejudices. T o this Avarice re-
plied, that he looked upon Plenty ( the first 
minister rf his antagonist) to be a much 
more destructive counsellor than Poverty, 
for that he was perpetually suggesting 
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a i T 
Hons apiinst want, and consequently un-
derminmg those principles on which the 
^ e r n m c n t of Avarice was founded. At 
last, in oi'der to an accommodadon, they 
agreed upin this preliminarv; that each of 
them should immediately dismiss his p r i v j -
counsellor. W h e n things were thus far 
adjusted towards a peace, all other differ-
ences were soon accommodated, insomuch 
that for the future thev resolved to live as 
Bood friends and confederates, and to share 
between them whatever conquests were 
made on either side. For this reason, we 
now find Luxury- and Avarice taking pos-
session of the same heart, and dividing the 
same person between them. T o which I 
shall only add, that since the discarding of 
the counsellors above-mentioned. Avarice 
supplies Luxury in the room of Plenty, as 
I .uxury prompts Avarice in the place of 
Poverty. C 

No. 56.] Friday, May 4,1711. 

Fc]ic»!s e r ror* suo . i , 454, 

H a p p r i n t b e i i iRi i tak« , 

THE Americans believe that all crea-
tures have souls, not only men and women, 
but brutes, vegetables, nay, even the mi>st 
inanimate things, as stocks and stones. 
T h e y believe the same of all the works of 
art , as of knives, boats, looking-glasses; 
and that as any of these things perish, their 
souls go into another world, which is in-
habited by the ghosts of men and women. 
For this reason they always place by the 
corpse of thrir dead' friend' a bow and ar-
rows, that he may make use of the souls of 
them in the other world, as he did of their 
wooden bodies in this. How absurd soever 
such an opinion as this may appear, our 
European philosophers have maintained 
several notions altogether as improbable. 
Some of Plato's followers in particular, 
when thev talk of the world of ideas, enter-
tain lis with substances and beings no less 
extravagant and chimerical. Many Aris-
totelians have likewise spoken as unintelli-
gibly of their substantia forms. I shall 
only instance Albertus Magnus, who, in 
his dissertation upon the load-stone, ob-
serving that fire will destroy its magnetic 
virtues, tells us that he took particular no-
tice of one as it lay glowing amidst a heap 
of burning coals, and that he perccived a 
certain blue vapour to arise from it, which 
he believed mieht be the substantial form, 
that is in our West Indian phrase, the soul 
of the loadstone. 

T h e r e is a tradition among the Ameri-
cans, that one of their countrymcn de-
scended in a vision to the great repository 
of smils, or, as we call it here, to the other 
world; and that upon his return he gave 
his friends a distinct account of every thing 
he saw amongthose regionsof the dead. A 

friend of mine, whom I have formerly men-
tioned, prevailed upon one of the interpre-
ters of the Indian kings, to inquire of them, 
if possible, what tradition they have among 
them of this matter: whicli, as well as he 
could learn by many questions which he 
asked them at seve i^ times, was in sub-
stance as follows:— 

T h e visionaiy, whose name was Mar ra -
ton, after having travelled for a long space 
under a hollow mountain, arrived at length 
on the confines of this world of spirits, but 
could not enter it by reason of a tllick forest 
made up of bushes, brambles, and pointed 
thorns, so perplexrf and interwoven with 
one another, that it was impossible to find 
a passage through it. Whilst he was look-
ing alxsit for some track or pathway that 
might be worn in nny part of^ it, he saw a 
huge lion crouched under the side of it, 
who kept his eye upon him in the same 
^ t u r e as when he watches for his prey. 
T h e Indian immediately started bacfe, 
whilst the lion rose with a spring, and 
leaped towards him. Being wholly desti-
tute of all other weapon^ he stooped down 
to take up a huge stone in his hand; but to 
his infinite surprise grasped nothing, and 
found the supposed stone to bo only the ap-
parition of one. If he was disappointed on 
this side, he was as much pleased on the 
other, when he found the lion, which had 
seized on his left shoulder, had no power 
to hurt him, and was onlv the ghost of that 
ravenous creature which 'it appeared to be. 
He no sooner got rid of this impotent ene-
my, but he marched up to the w o i i , and 
after having surveyed it for some time, en-
deavoured to press into one part of it that 
was a little thinner than the rest; when 
again, to his great surprise, lie found the 
bushes made no resistance, but that he 
walked through briars and brambles with 
the same ease as through the open air; and 
in short, tha t the whole wood was nothing 
else but a wood of shades. H e immediately 
concluded, that this huge thicket <£ thorns 
and brakes was designed as a kind of fence 
or quickset hedge to the ghosts it enclosed; 
and that probably their soft substances 
might be torn by these subtie points and 
prickles, which were too weak to make 
an^ impressions in flesh and blood. W i t h 
this thouglit he resolved to travel through 
this intricate wood; when by degrees lie 
felt a galeof perfumes breathuig upon him, 
that grew stronger and sweeter in propor-
tion as he advanced. He had not proceeded 
much further, when he observed the thorns 
and briers to end, and gave place to a thou-
sand beautiful green trees covered with 
blossoms of the finest sccnts and colours, 
that formed a wilderness of sweets, and 
were a kind of lining to those ragged scenes 
which he had before p s s ^ d through. As 
he was coming out of this delightful part 
of the Wood, and entering upon the plains 
it enclosed, he saw several horsemen rush-
ing by him, and a little while after he heard 
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the cry of a pack of dogs. H e had not 
listened InQg before he saw the apparition 
of a milk-white steed, with a young man on 
the back of it, advancing upon full stretch 
after the souls of about a hundred beagles, 
that were hunting down the ghost of a hare, 
which ran away before them with an un-
speakable swiftness. As the man on the 
rnilk-white steed came by him, he looked 
upon him very attentivelv, and found him 
to be the V'oiing prince "Nichara^a, who 
died about half a vear before, and by rea-
son of his great virtues, was at that time 
lamented over all the western parts of 
America. 

He had no sooner got out of the wood, but 
he was entert^ned with such a landscape 
of flowery p l ^ s , green meadows, running 
streams, sunny hills, and shady; vales, a^ 
were not to be represented by his own ex-
pressinns, nor, as he said, by the concep-
tions of others. This h a p f ^ repon was 
peopled with innumerable swarms of spi-
rits, who applied themselves to exercises 
and diversions, according as their fancies 
led them. Some of them were tossing the 
figure flf a coit; others were pitching the 
shadow of a bar; others were breaking the 
apparition of a horse; and multitudes era-
pioving themselves upon ingenious handi-
crafts with the souls of departed utensils, 
for that if. the name which in the Indian 
language they give their tools when they 
are burnt or broken. As he travelled 
through this delightful sccne, he was very 
often tempted to pluck the flowers that 
rose every where about him in the greatest 
variety and profusion, having never seen 
several of them in his own country: but he 
quickly found, tliat though they were ob-
jects of his sight, they were not liable to 
his touch. He at length came to the side 
of a great river, and being a ^ d fisher-
man himself, stood upon the lianks of it 
some time to look upon an angler that had 
taken a g r a t many shapes of fi^cs, which 
lav flouncing up and down by him. 

"I should have told my reader, that this 
Indian had been formerly married to one 
of the greatest beauties of his country, by 
whomhehadseveralchildren. Thiscouple 
were so famous for their love and constancy 
to one another, that the Indians to this day, 
when thev give a married man joy of lus 
wife, wish they mav live together like 
Marraton and Yaralalda. Marraton had 
not stood long by the fisherman, when he 
saw the shadow of his beloved Varalilda, 
who had far sometime fixed her eves upon 
him, before he discovered her. He r arms 
were stretched out towards him, floods of 
tears ran down her eyes. He r looks, her 
hands, her voice called him over to her ; 
and at t he same time seemed to tell him 
that the river was impassable. W h o can 
describe the passion made u p of joy, sor-
row, love, desire, astonishment, that rose 
in the Indian upon the sight of his dear Ya-
ratilda' He could express it by nothing 

but his tears, which ran like a river down 
his cheeks as he looked upon her. He had 
not stood in this posture long, before he 
plunged into the stream that laybefore him; 
ajid finding it to be nothing but the phantom 
of a river, walked on the bottom of it till 
he arose on the other side. At his approach 
Yaratilda flew into his arms, whilst Mar -
raton wished himself disencumbered of that 
body which kept her from his embraces. 
After many questions and endearments on 
both sides, she conducted him to a bower 
which she had dressed with all the orna-
ments that could be met with in those 
blooming regions. She had made it gay 
beyond imagination, and was every day 
adding something new to it. As Marraton 
stood astonished at the unspeakable beauty 
of her habitation, and ravished with the fra-
grancv that came from every part of it, 
Yaratilda told him that she was preparing 
this bower for his reception, as well know-
ing that his piety to his God, and his faith-
ful dealing towards men, would certainly 
bring him to that happy place, whenever 
his life should be at an end. She then 
brought two of her children to him, who 
died'some years before, and resided with 
her in the same delightful bower; adviang 
him to breed up those others which were 
still with him in s»ich a manner, that they 
might hereafter all of them meet together 
in this happy place. , , , , 

T h e tradition tells us further, that he 
had ^terwai-ds a sight of those dismal ha-
bitations which are the portion of ill men 
after death; and mentions several molten 
seas of gold, in which were plunged the 
souls of barbarous Europeans, who put to 
the sword so many thousands of poor In-
dians for the sake of that prccious metal. 
But having already touched upon the chief 
points of tliis tradition, and exceeded the 
measure of my paper, I shall not g^ve any 
further account of it. C. 

No. 57.] Saturday, May 5, 1711. 
a u f m p i r a « i » r e p n t « t nmlier g a l e » u pudorem, 
Q q « fug i t » ? J * " -
W b a t flcD9e of shame in w o m a n ' s br«aflt c an l ie, 
Inur 'd t o a rm! , a n d i e r o w n »fx t o B j — Z f r i i c n . 

WHEN the wife of Hector, in Homer's 
I l i ^ , discourses with her husband about 
the battle in which he was going to engage, 
the hero, dearing her to leave the matter to 
his care, b idshe rgo to her maids, and mind 
her spiiuiing: by which the poet intimates 
that men and women ought to busy them-
selves in their proper spheres, and on such 
matters only as are suitable to t h a r respec-
tive sex. 

I am at this time acquainted with a young 
gentleman, who has passed a great part of 
his life in the nursery, and upon occasion 
can make a caudle or a sack-posset better 
than any man in England. He is likewise a 
wwideriid critic in cambric and muslins, and 
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will talk an hour together upon a sweet-
m e a t He entertains his mother every night 
with observations that he m a i e s both in 
town and court; as what lady shows the 
nicest fancy in her dress; what man of 
quality wears the fairest wig; who has the 
finest linen, who the prettiest snufF-box, 
with manv other the like curious remarks, 
tha t may be made in good company. 

On the other hand, I have very frequently 
the opportunity of seeing a niral Andro-
mache , who came up to town last winter, 
and is one of the ^ e a t e s t fox-hunters in the 
country. She talks of hounds and horses, 
and makes nothing of leaping over a six-
bar gate. If a man tells her a waggish 
s t o ^ , she gives him a push with her hand 
in jest, and calls hirn an impudent and 
if her servant neglects his business, threat-
ens to kick him out of the house. 1 have 
heard h e r in her wrath call a substantial 
tradesman a lousv cur; and remember one 
day, when she could not think of the name 
of a person, she described him in a large 
company of men and ladies by the fellow 
with the broad shoulders. 

If those speeches and actions, which in 
their own nature are indifferent, appear 
ridiculous when t h ^ proceed from a wrong 
sex, the faults and imperfections of one sex 
transplanted into another, appear black 
and monstrous. As for the men, I shall not 
in this paper any fur ther concern mvself 
about them; but as I would fain contribute 
to make womankind, which is the most 
beautiful par t of the creation, entirely amia-
ble, and wear out all those little spots and 
blemishes that are apt to rise among the 
charms which nature has poured out upon 
them, I shall dedicate this pape r to their 
service. T h e spot which I would here en-
deavour to clear them of, is tha t party rage 
which of late years is very much crept into 
their conversation. This is, in its nature, 
a male vice, and made u p of many angry 
and cruel passions that are altogether re-
pugnant to the softness, the modestv, and 
those other endearing q\ialities which a re 
natural to the f d r sex. W o m e n were form-
ed to temper mankind, and soothe them into 
tenderness and compassion; not to set an 
edge upon their minifa, and blow u p in them 
thtwe passions which are too apt to rise of 
their own accord. W h e n I have seen a 
l^retty mouth utteringcalumniesand invec-
tives, what would I not have given to have 
stopt l y How have I been troubled to see 
someof the finest features in the world grow 
pale, and tremble with par ty rage? Ca-
milla is one of the greatest beauties in the 
British nation, and yet values herself more 
upon being the virago of one party, than 
upon being the toast of both. T h e dear 
creature, about a week ago, encountered 
the fierce and beautiful Penthesilea across 
a tea-tablej but m the height of her anger, 
as her hand chanced to shake with the 
earnestness of the dispute, she s c a l d ^ h e r 
fingers, and spilt a dish of tea upon h e r 

petticoat. Had not this accident broke off 
the debate, nobody knows where it would 
have ended. 

T h e r e is one consideration which I would 
earnestly recommend to all mv female rea-
ders, and which, I hope, will have some 
weight with them. In short, it istliis, tha t 
there is nothing so bad for the face as party 
zeal. I t gives an ill-natured cast to the eye 
and a disap'eeable sourness to the look; be-
sides that It makes the lines too strong, and 
flushes them worse than brandy. I have 
seen a woman's face break out in heats, as 
she has been talking against a great lord, 
whom she had never seen in h e r life; and 
indeed I never knew a party-woman that 
kept h e r beauty for a twelve-month. I 
would therefore advise alJ my female rea-
ders, as they value their complexions, to 
let alone all disputes of this nature; though 
at the same time, I would give free liberty 
to all superannuated motherly partisans to 
be as violent as they please, since there will 
be no danger either of their spoiling their 
faces, or of their gaining converts. 

For m y own part I think a man makes an 
odious and despicable figure tliat is violent 
in a par ty ; but a woman is too sincere to 
mitigate the fury of h e r principles with 
temper and discretion, and to act with that 
caution and r e s e n edness which are requi-
Mte in our sex. W h e n this unnatural zeal 
gets into them, it throws them into ten 
thousand heats and extravagancies; their 
generous souls set no bounds to their love, 
or to the i r ha t red; and whether a whig or 
a tory, a lap-d<w or a gallant, an opera or 
a puppet-show, be the object of it, lAie pas-
sion, while it reigns, engrosses the whole 
woman. 

I remember when Dr . T i tu s Oates* was 
in all his glory, I accompanied my friend 
Wil l Honeycomb in a visit to a lady of his 
acquaintance. W e were no sooner sat 
down, but upon casting my eyes about the 
room, I found in almost every comer of it 
a print that represented the doctor in all 
magnitudes and dimensions. A little after, 
as the lady was d i s c o u r ^ g with my friend, 
and held h e r snuff-box in h e r hand, who 
should I see in the lid c>f it but the doctor. 
I t was not long after this when she had oc-
casion for h e r handkerchief, which, upon 
the first opening, discovered among the 
plaits of it the figure of the doctor. Upcn 
this my friend Wil l , who loves raillery, 
told her , tha t if he was in Mr. Truelove''s 
place (for that was the name of her hus-
band) he should be made as uneasv by a 
handkerchief as ever Othello was. ' I am 
afraid, ' said she, ' M r - Honeycomb, you 
are a tory: tell me truly, are you a friend 
to the doctor, or not?' Wil l , i n s t ^ d of 
making her a reply, smiled in her face (for 
indeed she was very pretty) ^ d told her , 
that one of her patches was dropping off. 

* Thf nam« of Df f . Oo le i in here subs t i lu t r f for 
t h a t of Dr. gacbereiel), i s ihe r«d1 peraon o i eu i t . 
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She immediately adiusteil it, and looking a 
little seriously, ' W e l l , ' says she, ' I will 
be hangfd you and your sik-nt friend 
there are not against tise doctor in y r a r 
hearts, 1 suspcrtcd as much by his saying 
nothing-' Upon this she took her ffui in her 
hand, and upon the opening of it, again dis-
played to us the figure of the doctor, who 
was placed with great gravity among the 
sticks of it. In a word, I found that the 
doctor had taken possession of her thoughts, 
her discourse, and m<«t of her furniture; 
but finding mvself pressed too close by her 
question, \ wi'nked u ] ^ my friend to take 
his leave, which he did accordingly. 

No. 58.] Monday, May 7, 1711. 
L'l p ic tura poesi j «ri l _ 

Htr. An PML Ter. 361. 
Poems lilie p i c ln r f s a re . 

NoTKiSG is SO much admired, and so 
little understood, as w i t No author that I 
know of has written professedlv upon it; 
and as for those who make any mention of 
it, they only treat on the subject as it has 
accidentally fallen in their way, and that 
too in little short reflections, or in general 
declaniatorv flourishes, without entering 
into the bottom of the matter. I hope 
therefore I shall perform an acceptalile 
work to my countrymen, if I t reat at large 
upon this subjcct; which I shall endeavour 
to do in a manner suitable to it, that I may 
not incur the censure which a famous critic* 
bestows upon one who had written a t ^ -
tise on ' t h e sublime* in a law ^ v e l l m g 
style. I intend to lav aside a whole week 
for tWs nnJertaking, that the scheme of 
my thoughts may not be broken and in-
terrupted; and I dare promise myself, if 
my readers will give me a week's attention, 
that this great city will be ven- mucll 
changed for the better by next Saturday 
night I shall endeavoctr Co make what I 
say intelligible to ordinary capacities, but if 
my readers meet with anv paper that in 
some p a n s of it may be a little oitt of t h a r 
reach, I would not have them discouraged, 
for they may assure themselves tlie next 
shall be much clearer. 

As the great and only end of these my 
speculations is to banish vice and ignorance 
out of the territories of Great Britain, I 
shall endeavour as much as possible to 
establish among us a taste of polite writing. 
I t is with this \-iew that I have endeavoured 
to set my readers right in several points 
relating to operas and tragedies; and shall 
from time to time impart my notions of 
comedy, as I think they niay tend to its re-
finement and perfection. I find by my 
bookseller, that these papers of criticism, 
with that upon humour, have met with a 
more kind reception than indeed i could 
have hoped for from such subjects; for this 

* L A n r i n u ' . 

reason, I shall enter upon my present un • 
dertaking with greater cheerfulness. 

In tliis, and one or two following papers, 
1 shall trace out the historv of false wit, and 
distinguish the several kinds of it as they 
have prevailed in difi"ercnt ages ot the 
world. This I think the more necessary at 
present, because I observed there were 
attempts on foot last winter to revive some 
of those antiquated modes of wit that have 
been long exploded out of the common-
wealth of letters. T h e r e were several 
satires and panegjTics handed about in 
acrostic, bv which means some of the most 
arrant undispvited blockheads about the 
town began to entertain ambitious thoughU, 
and to set up for polite authors. I shall 
therefore describe at length those many 
arts of false wit, in which a writer does not 
show himself a man of a beautiful gemus, 
but of great industry. _ , . . , 

T h e first species of false wit which 1 
have met with is verv venerable for its an-
tiquitv, and has produced several pieces 
which have lived very near as long as the 
Iliad itself: I mean those short poems 
printed among the minor Greek poets, 
which resemble the figure of an egg, a pair 
of wings, an axe, a shepherd s pipe, and 
an altar. , _ 

As for the first, it is a little oval poem, 
and mav not improperly bewUed a who-
lar's esri I wouW endeavour to hatch it, o r 
in more intelligible language, to translate it 
into English, did not I find the interpreta-
tion of it verv difficult", for the author seems 
to have been more intent upon the figure 
of his poem than upon the sense of it. 

T h e pair of wings consist of twelve 
verses, or rather feathers, every verse de-
creasing graduallv in its measnre according 
to its situation in the wing. T h e ^ W r e t of 
it fas in the rest of the poems which foUow) 
bears some remote affinity with the h m r e , 
for it describes a god of love, who is always 
painted with wings. 

TTie axe methinis would have been a 
Kooci figure for a lampoon, had the edge of 
ft con&ted of the most satirical parts of 
the work; but as it is in the origii^l, I take 
it to have been nothing else but the posy ot 
an axe wWch was consecrated to Mmen-a, 
and was thought to have been the same 
that Epeus made use of in tlie building of 
the Trojan horse; which is a hint I shall 
leave to tlie conatleration of the critics. I 
am apt to think that the posy was written 
originally upon the axe, like tjiose which 
our modem cutlers inscribe upon their 
knives; and that therefore the posy still re-
mains in its ancient shape, though the axe 
itself is lost. , . , . , 

T h e shephenl's pipe may be said to be 
full of music, for it is comiwsed of nine dif-
ferent kimls of verses, which by their Mve-
ral lengths resemble the mne stops of the 
old musical instrument, that is likewise tlie 
siibiect of the poem. 

T h e altar is inscribed with the epitaph 
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of Trollus the son of Hecuba; -which, by 
the way, makes me believe, that these false 
picces of wit are much more ancient than 
the aiithors to whom thev are generally 
ascribed; at least I will never be persuadea, 
that so fine a writer as Theocritus could 
have been the autlior of any such ample 
works. 

It was impossible for a man to succeed in 
these performances who was not a kincl of 
painter, or at least a desiscner. He was first 
of all to draw the outline of the 3ub}ect 
•which he intended to write upon, and after-
wanls conform the description to the figure 
of his subject. T h e poetry was to contract 
or dilate itself according to the mould in 
which it was cast. In a word, the verses 
•were to be cramjped or extended to the 
dimensions of the frame that was prepared 
for them; and tn undergo the fate of those 
persons whom the ti-rant Procustcs used 
to l o d ^ in Ws iron f)ed; if they were too 
short, he stretched theni on a rack; and if 
they were too long, chopped off a part of 
their legs till thev fitted the couch which 
he had prepared for them. 

Mr. ftryden hints at this obsolete kind 
of wit in one of the following verses in bis 
Mac Flecno; which an English reader can-
not understand, who does not know that 
there are those little poems rf>ove-men-
tioned in the shape of wings and altars; 

-Ch'>'>*e thy c immaml 
&Mnp p e a c ^ l pror inre in acrostic l e n d ; 
Tnei* tnay ' i l t hoa w i in» display, and Hilars raise, 
A n d torture ooc poor w o n j a IlKHisand waje.' 

T h i s fashion of false wit was revived by 
several poets of the last age, and in par-
ticular may be met with among Mr. Her-
bert 's poems; and, if I am not mistaken, in 
the translation of }>u Bartas. I do not re-
member any other kind of work among the 
moderns which more resembles the per-
formances I have mentioned, than that 
famous picture of king Charles the First, 
which has the whole book of Psalms wiit-
ten in the lines of the face, and the h d r of 
the head, W h e n I was last at Oxford, I 
perused one of the whiskers, and was read-
ing the other, but could not go so far in it as 
i would have done, by reason of the im-

Ktience of mv friends and fellow-travel-
8, who all of them pressed to see such a 

wece of curiosity. I have since heard, that 
there is now an erninent writing-roaster in 
town, who has transcribed all the Old Tes-
tament in a full-bottomed periwig; and if 
the fph ion should introduce the thick kind 
of •iPigs, which were in vogne some years 
ago, he promises to add two or tl ireesnper-
numerarv locks that shall contain all the 
Apocn-pha- He designed this wig origi-
nally for king William, haring disposed'of 
the two books of Kings in the two forks of 
the for«top; but that glorious monarch dy-
ing before the wig was finished, there is a 
space left in it for the face of any one that 
kas a mind to purchase it. 

But to return to our ancient poems in pic-

ture. I would liumbly propose, for the 
benefit of our modem smattercrsin poetry, 
that they would imitate their brethren 
among the ancitiits in those ingenious de-
vices. I have communicated this thought 
ti) a young poetical lover of my acquaint-
ance, who intends to present his mistress 
with a copy of verses made in the shape of 
her fan; and if he tells me true, has alrea-
dy finished the three first sticks of it. He 
has likewise promised me to get the rnea-
sure of his mistress's marriage finger, witli 
a design to make a posy in the fashion oi a 
ring, which shall exactly fit it. I t i s sovery 
easy to enlarge upon a ^ood hint, that I 
do not <juestion but my ingenious readers 
will apply what I have said to many other 
particulars: and that we shall see the town 
filled in a very little time with poetical tip-
pets, handkerchiefs, snuff-boxes, and the 
like female ornaments. I shall therefore 
conclude with a word of advice to tifiose ad-
mirable English authors who c ^ l them-
selves Pindaric writers, that they would ap-
ply themselvestothiskindofwitwitHoutloss 
of time, as being provided better than any 
other poets with verses of all sizes and di-
mensions. c . 

No. 59.] Tuetday, May 8, 1711. 
Opcroae nibil a f u n i . Sattca. 
Bii6/ about Doihinf. 

THERE is nothiog more certain than that 
every man would be a wit if he could; and 
notwithstanding petlants of a pretended 
depth and solidity are apt to decry the wri-
tings of a polite author, as flash and froth, 
they all of them show upon occasion, that 
they would spare no pains to arrive at the 
character of those whom tliey seem to des-
pise. For this reason we often find them 
endeavouring at worfcs of fajicv, which cost 
them infinito pangs in the production. T h e 
truth of it is, a man liad better be a galley 
slave than a wit, were one to gain that title 
by tliose elaborate trifles which have Iwen 
the inventions of such authcrs as were 
often masters of great learning, but no 
genius. 

In my last paper I mentioned some of 
those false wits among the ancients, anti 
in this shall give the reader two or three 
other spccies of them, that flourished in the 
same early ages of the world. T h e first 1 
shall produce are the lipogrammatists or 
letter-droppers of antiquity, that would take 
an exception, without any reason, against 
some particular letter in the alphabet, so 
as not to admit it once into a whole poem. 
One Tryphiodorus was a great master in 
this kind of writing. He composed an 
Odyssey or epic poem on the adventures 
of Ulyssrs, consisting of four and twenty 
books, havuig entirely banished the letter A 
from his first book, which was called Alpha 
(as lucui a non lucendo) because there was 
not an Alpha in it. His second book was in-
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scribed Beta for th<>, samerca<!on. In short, 
the po t t excluded the whole four and twen-
ty letters in their turns, and showed them, 
i;nc after another, that he could do his bu-
siness without them. 

I t must have been very plea&ant to have 
seen this poet avoiding the repn>bate letter, 
a s much as another would a false quantity, 
and niaking hisescape f m m it through the 
scveti l Greek diidects, when he was press-
ed with it in any particular syllable. For the 
most apt and elegant word in the whole 
language was rejected, like adiamond with 
a flaw in it, if it appeared blemished with 
a wrong letter. I shall only observe ujion 
this head, that if the work I have here 
mentioned had now been e x u n t , the Odys-
sey of Typliiodonis, in all probability, 
would have been oftener quoted by our 
learned pedants, than the Odyssey of Ho-
mer. W h a t a perpetual fund wmiUl it 
i ^ v e been of obsolete words and phrases, 
unusual barbarisms and rusticities, absurd 
spellings, and complicated dialects ? I 
make no question but it would have been 
looked upon as one of the most valuable 
treasures of the Greek tongue. 

I find likewise among the ancients that 
ingenious kind of conceit, which the mo-
dems distinguish by the name of a rebus, 
t h a t does not a n k a letter, but a whole 
word, bv substituting a picture in its place. 
W h e n C z s a r was one or the masters of the 
Roman mint, he placed the figure of an ele-
phant upon the reverse of the public money; 
the worn Ca&ar signifying an elephant m 
the Punic langiiage. Th i s was artificially 
contiived by CEsar, bccause it v a s not 
lawful for a private man to sUmp his o w 
•figure upon the cran of the c o m m o n w e ^ h . 
Cicero, who waB.so called from the foun-
d e r of his family, that was marked on the 
nose with a little wen like a vetch (Vhich 
isCi'ccrin Latin,) instead of Marcus Tullius 
Cicero, ordered the words Marcus Tullius, 
w i t h a f i f i u r e o f a v e t c h a t t h c e n d o f t h e m , 

t o be inscribed on a public monument 
T h i s was done probably to show that he 
was neither ashamed of liis name orfamily, 
notwithataiKiing the envy of his competi-
tors had often reproached him with both. 
In the same manner we read of a famous 
Iniilding that was marked in several pa r t s 
of it with the figures of a frog afld a l izardj 
those words in t i r e e k having been the 
names of the architects, who by the laws 
of their country were never permitted to 
inscribe their ownnamesuponthe i rworks . 
For the same reason it is thought, that t h e 
forelock of the horse in the antique eques-
trian statue of Marcus Aurelius, represents 
at a distance tiie shape of an owl, to inti-
mate the country of the statuaiy, who, in 
ull probability, was an Athenian. Th i s 
kina of wit was very much in vogue among 
our own ccsmtrymen about an age or two 
ago, who (Ud not practise it for any oblique 
reason, ajs the ancients above-mentioned, 
but purely for the sake oi being witty. 

A m o t ^ Innumerable Ingtdnces th«t nsay be 
given of this nature, I shall produce the 
device c£ one Mr. Newberry, as I find it 
mentioned b v o u r learned Camden in his 
Remdns . Mr . Newberry, to represent his 
name by a picture, hunc u p at his door the 
sign of a yew-tree, tha t liad several berries 
upon it, afi(l in the midst of them a great 
golden K hung upon a bough of a tree, 
which by the help of a little false spelling 
made u p the word N-ew-berry. 

1 shall conclude this topic with a rebus, 
which lias been lately hewn out in free-
stone, and erected over two of the portals 
of Blenheim House, being the figure of a 
monstrous lion tearing to pieces a little 
cock. For the better t indet^anding of 
which dewce, I must acqu^n t my English 
r e ^ c r , tha t a cock has tlie misiDrtunc to 
be called in Latin by the same word that 
Mgnifies a Frenchman, as a lion is an em-
lilem of the English nation. Such a device 
in so noble a pile of building, looks lilce a 
pun in an heroic poem; and I am very 
sorry the trulv ingenious architect would 
suffer the statuarv to blemish his excel-
lent plan with so' poor a conceit. But I 
hope what I have said will gain quarter for 
the cock, and deliver him out of the lion's 
paw. 

I find likewise in ancient t imes the con-
ceit of making an echo talk sensibly, and 
give rational aiiswers. If this could be ex-
oisable in any writer, it would be in Ovid, 
where he introduces the echo as a nymph, 
before she was worn away into nothmg but 
a voicc. T h e learned Erasmus, though a 
man of wit and genius, has composed a 
dialogue upon this siily kind of device, and 
made use of an echo who seems to have 
been a very extraordinary linguist, for she 
answers the persons she talks with in 
Latin, Greek , and Hebrew, axxording as 
she found the syllables which she was to 
repeat in any of those learned l angu^es . 
Hudibras, in ridiculcof this false kind of 
wit, has described Bruin bewailing the loss 
of his bear to a solitary echo, who is of 
great use to the poet in several distichs, 
as she does not only repeat af ter him, but 
helps out his verse, and furnishes him with 
rhymes. 

* He ra£ 'd . kopt a s b ^ a v y a c o i l a« 

Btoal i l e r t i f l ^ fur l o r a o f l f y i s s ; 
F o r c i n g Ihe val leys lo r epea t 
Tlie a e t a t a <if Ilia saU r c g r e l ; 
HR tKai hi4 breas l , aiid lo re h i i ha i r . 
F o r loes i>f hisrip&r c r o n y benr . 
T h a t EcJio f r o m (hP IhdIIow ground 
Hi s d a k f u J wa i i i ngs did rcMuiKl 
More wis l f t i l ly by m a n y t i iaes , 
T h a n i » small sp lay-foot rhymes , 
T h a t m a k e her . j n i f p i r rm>ful Rtories, 
T o a n s w e r t o i n f r o g a t o r i e f l . 
A n d Diosl u n c o n s f i o n a b l y depose 
T h i n g s of she n o t h i n g k n o w s ; 
A n d w l i e a nbo iUK » i i d al l she c a n s a f 
'Tia wres ted t o tlie lover 's fancy-
Q u o i b he, O whi t l icr , wicl tcd B t u i n . 
A n t i o u flodto m y Ectw, « « m ? 
1 thoujrbc t h ' hailst seorn 'd t o budga a atep 
f o r f<'ar. ( a u o l h E c h o ) J f e " * e * 9 -
A m I no t here l o i a k e thy p a r t ? 
TileB w J n t h i i t a e l l ' d t h y Mubburn boac t T 
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HavF liifsc bones mt l l rd , And UUa beati 
Bo orU'd in ch/ quarn^l bIfKl? 
Vor diJ I e re r wmcti or ^rudp? i l . 
Fo r thy rlcur sake. (Qiiolli she) J f u m h U r e t 
Th iok ' s i I h w j ' iwill not be laiil 'i th ' disli, 
T h o u lurnac thy bock? (QuoUiEctio) PUh! 
T o run from ihoce th ' b»d«t otr ixome 
Thus cnwtrdly I ( i luo lh Bclw) J h m . 
But what a ^'i^n^eance makes thee ily 
fxim roc tCN> ax th ine enemy? 
Or if [hou ha«i no thought ofm<!, 
f o r w a n 1 hiive e o d u r ' i fur ihe<!, 
Yet lib a me and Iioitoui micbt pro7ai( 
T o keep thee thus from l u r n i n ; t a i l : 
For Wlio would ^rudue to apcnd liia blood in 
Hitf bonour'a cause 7 (Uuo th she) .^^udi/ ia^. ' 

C . 

N a 60. ] Wednesday, Mai/'^9 1711. 
Hoc es t quod pal lcs? Cur quia n a n prandea t , Hoe e»v 

Ptn. Sat . i l l . 35. 
Tfl U for this you fiain Ihosp meaere looks, 
Ajad aacrifiee your dicner to your books? 

SKVEHAL kinds of fcilse wit t ha t vanished 
in the refined ages of the world, discovered 
themselves agaui in t h e t ime of monkish 
ignorancc. 

A s the monks were the mas t e r s of all 
t ha t little learning which was then extant , 
and bad t h e i r whole lives ent i re ly disen-
g-.^cd f rom business, i t is no wonder tha t 
several of t hem, w h o wanted genius fo r 
h igher per formances , employed many-
hours in t h e coniposition of such t r i cks in 
writing, as requi red m u c h t ime and li t t le 
capaci ty . I have seen half t h e ..Eneid 
turned into L a t i n r h y m e s by one of the 
beaux espri ts of t ha t d a r k ^ e ; who says 
in his preface to it, t h a t the i E n e i d wanted 
nothing but the sweets of r h y m e to m a k e 
h t h e most pe r fec t work in its k ind. I have 
l ikewise seen a h y m n in h e x a m e t e r s t o 
t h e Virgin M a r y , which filled a whole 
^ k , though it consisted but of the eight 
folio wing words : 

' T » t , t ib l . aun t , Vinjo, dam, quot . aidera, ca lo . ' 
' Tboo haat as many vir tues, O Vir^iu, aa tiiere a re 

s t a t s i n iseaveo.' 

T h e poe t rung t h e chanees upwn these 
a g l j t several words, and by t ha t means 
made his verses a lmost as numerous as 
^ e vir tues and t h e stars which they cele-
b m e d . I t is no wonder t ha t men w h o 
had so m u c h t ime upon the i r h a n d did not 
^ y res tore all t h e ant iquated pieces of 
false wit, but enr iched the world wi th in-
ventions of the i r own. I t was to this age 
tha t w e owe tlie productions of anagrams, 
which is nothing else but a t ransmutat ion of 
one word into another , or tlie turning of 
t h e same set of le t ters into different words; 
which may change n ight into day, w b lack 
into white , if Chance, who is t h e goddess 
t ha t prc-sides over these sorts of comlTOsi-
tion, shall so direct. 1 r e m e m b e r a witty 
author, in allusion to this k ind of writiitg, 
calls his rival, w h o (it seems) was distort-
ed, and h a d his l imbs set in places tha t did 
not p rope r ly belong to t h e m , ' the anagram 
of a man . ' 

W h e n t h e anagrammat is t t a k e s a name 
t o work upon, h e considers i t a t first as a 

• mine not bii)ken up , which will not show 
t h e t reasure it contains, till he shall have 
spent many hours in tlie search of i t ; for i t is 
his business to find out one word t ha t con-
ceals itself in another, and to examine t h e 
letters in all the variety of stations in w h i c h 
they can possibly be ranged. I have h e a r d 
of a gentleman who, when this k ind of wit 
was in fashion, endeavoured to gain his 
mistress 's hea r t by it. She was one of t h e 
finest women of her age, and known by t h e 
n a m c o f t h e L a d y M a r j - B o o n . T h e l o v e r n o t 
being able to make any thing of M a r y , by 
certain l iberties indulged to this k ind of 
writing, converted it into Moll ; and af ter 
having shtit himself u p for a half year , 
with indefatigable industry produced an 
anagram. U p o n t h e present ing it to h i s 
mistress, who wass a l i t t le vexed in h e r 
hear t to see herself degraded into Moll 
Boon, she told him, to his infinite surpr i se , 
t ha t he had mistaken h e r surname, fo r t ha t 
it was not Boon, but Bohun. 

Ef f iuus l a b o r . 
- Ibi oinnis 

T h e lover was thunder-s t ruck w i th his 
HHsfbrtune, insomuch t ha t in a little t ime 
af ter he lost h i s senses, which indeed h a d 
been ve iy m u c h impaired by tha t continual 
application he had given to his anagram. 

T h e acrostic was probably invented about 
t h e same t ime with the anagram, though it 
IS impossible to decide whe the r t h e inven-
to r of the one o r the o ther were t h e g r e a t e r 
blockhead. T h e simple acrostic is nothing 
but the name or title of a person, or thing, 
m a d e out of t h e initial let ters of s e v e t ^ 
verses, and by t ha t means wri t ten, a f t e r t h e 
manne r of t h e Chinese, in a per j )cndicu]ar 
line. Butbes ides these there are compound 
acrostics, w h e n t h e pr inc ipa l le t ters stand 
two or t h r e e deep. 1 have seen some of 
t h e m where the verses have not only been 
edged by a n a m e at each ex t remi ty , b u t 
have had t h e same n a m e running down l ike 
a seam t h r o u g h t h e middle of the poem. 

T h e r e is another nea r relation of the ana-
g rams and acrostics, which is commonly 
called a chronogram. T h i s kind of wi t ap -
pea r s very often on many m o d e m m e d a ^ 
especially those of G e r m a n y , when they r e -
present in t h e mscrmtion tf ie year in which 
t h ^ were coined- T h u s we see on a meda l 
of Gustavus Adolphus t h e following words , 
C H R I S T V S D U X ERGO T R I V M P H V S . J f 
you t ake the pains to pick t h e figures out of 
t h e several words, and range them in the i r 
p rope r order , you will find they amount 
to M D C x x v i i , or 1627, the yea r in which 
t h e medal was s tamped; for as some of t h e 
let ters distinguish themselves f rom tlie rest , 
and overtop the i r fellows, they a r e to be 
considered in cL double cftpjicitj'^ both &s 
le t ters and as figures. Your laborious G e r -
man wits will tu rn over a whole dictionary 
for t n e of these ingenious devices. A man 
would think they were searching a f t e r an 
apt classical t e r m , but instead rfthat t hey 
a r e looki i^ out a word tha t has an L . an 
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M, or a D in It. When therefore we meet 
with any of ttiese inscripticms, wc arc not 
so much to look in them for the thought, 
as for the year of the I^ord. 

T h e bouts-riracz were the favourites of. 
the French nation for a whole age toi^thcr, 
and tliat at a time when it abounded in wit 
and learning. They were a list of words 
that rhyme to one another, dniwn up by 
another hand, and given to a poet, who was 
to make a poem to the rhymes in the same 
order that they were placed upon the list: 
the more uncommon the rhymes were, the 
more extraordinary was the genius of the 
poet that could accommodate his verses to 
them. 1 do not know any greater instance 
of tlie decay of wit and learninj; among the 
French (wliich generally follows the de-
clension of empire) than the endeavouring 
to restore this foolish kind of wit. If the 
reader will be at the trouble to see exam-
ples of it, let him look into the new Mer-
cure Gallant; where the author every month 
g^ves a list of rhymes to be filled up by the 
mgenious, im order to be communicatcd to 
the public in the Mercure for the succeed-
ing month. T h a t for the month of Novem-
hCT last, which now lies before me, is as 
follows: 

— — — — — — — — jMWriers 
— — — — — — — — Gufrriers 

— — — Mxutne 
— Lisette 
— — — — — — — — Ciesars 

— — — Elendars 
— — Houlette 

One would be amazed to see so leame<l 
a man as Menage talking seriously on this 
kind of trifle in the following passage: 

' Monsieur de la Chamhre has told me, 
that he never knew what he was going to 
write when he took his pen into his hand; 
but that one sentence alww's produced 
another. For mv own part f never knew 
what I should wnte next when I was mak-
ing verses. In the first place, I got all my 
rhymes together, and was afterwards per-
haps three or four months in filling them 
up. I one day showed Monsieur Gombaud 
a composition of this nature, in which, 
among others, I had made use of the four fol-
lowing rhymes, Amaryllis, Phyllis, Mame, 
An»e; desiring him to "^veme his opinion of 
it. He told me immedjately, that my verses 
were good for nothing. And upon my ask-
ing his reason, h e said, because the rhymes 
are too common; and for that reason easy 
to be put into verse. "Mar r> ' , " says I, " i f 
it be so, I am very well rewarded for all 
the p d n s I have been a t " But by Mon-
sieur Gombaud's leave, notwithstanding the 
severity of the criticism, the verses were 
good.' Vid. iW<?reaffianc.*—Thus far the 
learned Menage, w o m I have translated 
word for w o r i 

• T O D . i . p -1?4 . fee. eA Amsc. ITia 

T h e first occasion of tliese bouts-rimcz 
made them in some manner excusable, as 
they were tasks which the French ladies 
used to impose on their lovers. Hut when 
a grave author, like him above-mentioned, 
tasked himself, could there be any thing 
more ridiculous? Or would not one he apt 
to believe that the author played booty, 
and did not make his list of rliymes till Vie 
had finished his poem? 

I shall only add, tha t this piece of false 
wit has been finely ridiculed by Monsieur 
Saraitin, in a poem entitled. L a Defaite 
des Bouts-Rimez, T h e llout of the Bouts-
Rim ez. 

I m'lst subjoin to this last kind of wit the 
double rhymes, which are used in doggerel 
poetry, and generally applauded by igno-
rant readers. If the thought of the couplet 
in such compositions is good, the rhyme 
adds little to it; and if bad, it will not be 
in the power of the rhyme to recommend 
i t I am afi-aid that great numbers of those 
who admire the incomparable Hudibras, 
do it more on account of these doggerel 
rhymes, than of the parts that really de-
serve admiration. I am sure I have heard 
the 

and 
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more frequently quoted than the finest 
pieces of wit in the whole poem. C. 

No. 61.] Thursday, May 10, i n i . 
N o n equide in boc Btudeo, bu t l a t i s u t T n i h i o u g i s 
Fa | ; i na turge«cat , d&re pon t ius idoncn fumn . 

Pert. S a t V. 19. 
T i e n o t indeed m y l a k n l I o p n £ a » 
I n lo f ty t r iDes, o r t o swel l m y page 
W i l b Wiiid a n d no ise , D r f i " -

THERE is no kind of false wit which has 
been so recommended by t i e practice of all 
ages, as that which consists in a jingie of 
words, and is comprehended under the ge-
neral name of punning. I t is indeed impos-
sible to kill a weed which the soil has a 
natural disposition to produce. T h e seeds 
(rf punning are in the minds of all men; and 
though they may be subdued by reason, 
reflecdon, and good sense, they wi i lbe very 
apt to shoot up in the greatest genius that 
is not broken and cultivated by the rules of 
art. Imitation is natural to us, and when 
it does not raise the mind to poetry, pauit-
ing, music, or other more nob e arts, it often 
b r e ^ s out in puns, and quibbles. 

Aristotle, in the eleventh chapter of his 
book of rhetoric, describes two or three 
kinds of puns, which he calls paragrams, 
among the beauties of good writing, and 
p r i n c e s instances of them out of some of 
t he greatest authors in the Greek tongue. 
Cicero has sprinkled several of his works 
with puns, and in his book where he lays 
down the rules of oratory, quotes abundance 
of sayiAgs as pieces of wit, which also upon 
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examination prove a i T Q n t puns. But the 
^ in whicli the pun cliieflv flourished, was 
in the rci^n of King James"tlie Fi rs t T h a t 
leame<l monarch was himself a tolerable 
punster, and macle very few bishops or 
privT-counsellors that had not sometime 
or other siscnalized themselves by a clinch, 
or a conundrum. It was therefore in this 
ape tliat the pun appeared with pomp and 
dignity. It had been before admitted into 
merry speeches and ludicrous compactions, 
but was now delivered with Rreat gravity 
f rom the pulpit, or pronounced in the most 
solemn manner at the council-table. T h e 
greatest authors, in their most serious 
vorks , made frequent use of pims. T h e 
sermons of Bishop Andrews, and the trage-
dies of Shakspeare are full of them. T h e 
sinner was punned into repentance by the 
former, as in the latter nothing is more 
usual than to see a hero weeping and quib-
bling for a dozen lines t<^ether. 

I must add to these great authorities, 
which seem to have given a kind of sanc-
tion to this piece of false wit, that all the 
writers of rhetoric have treated of punning 
with very great respect, and divided the 
several kinds of it into hard names, that 
are reckoned among the figures of speech, 
and recommended as ornaments in dis-
cotirse. I remember a country schoolmas-
ter of my acquaintance told me once, that 
he had w e n in company with a gentleman 
whom he looked upon to be the greatest 
panagrammatistamongthemodems. Upon 
inquiry, I found mv learned friend had 
dined that day with Mr. Swan, the famous 
punster; and desiring him to give me some 
account of Mr. Swan's conversation, he 
tokl me that he generally talked in the 
Furanomania, that he sometimes gave into 
the Ploci, but that in his humble opinion 
he shined most in the Antanaclatie. 

I must not here omit that a famous uni-
versity of this land wa.s formerly very much 
infested with puns; but whether or no t U s 
might not arise from the fens and marshes 
in which it was atuated, and which are 
now drained, I must leave to the determi-
nation of more skilful naturalists. 

After this short historv of punning, one 
wo»ild wonder how1t should be so entirely 
banished out of the learned world as it is at 
present, especially since it had found a 
place in the writings of the most ancient 
pohf e authors. To account for this we must 
consider, that the iii-st race of authors who 
were the great teroes in writing, were 
destitute of aU the rules and arts of criti-
cism; and for that reason, though they ex-
cel later i m t e r s in greatness of genius," they 
fall short them in accuracy and correct-
ness. T h e modems cannot rear.h t h d r 
beauties, but can avoid their imperfections. 
W h e n the world was furnished with these 
authors of the first eminence, there grew 
up another set of writers, who gmned them-
selves a reputation by the remarks which 
they made on the works of those who pro-

ceded them. It was one of the employ-
ments of tlicse secondarv authors, to di's-
t inpush the sevenil kinds of wit by terms 
of art, and to consider them a.s more or less 
perfect, according as thcv were fbimded in 
truth. I t is no wonder therefore, t l i t even 
such authors as Isocrates, Plato, and Cicero, 
should have such little blemishes as are not 
to be met with in authors of much inferior 
character, who have written since those 
several blemishes were discovered. I do 
not find that there was a proper separation 
made between puns and ttTie wit by any of 
the ancient authors, except Quintifian and 
Longinus. But when this distinction was 
once settled, it was very natural fur all men 
of sense to agree in it. As for the revival 
of this false wit, it happened about the time 
of the revival of letters; but as soon as it was 
once detected, it immediately vanished and 
disappeared. At the san>e time there is no 
question, but as it has sunk in one age and 
rose in another, it will agjun recover itsdf 
in some distant period of time, as pedantry 
and ignorance shall prevail upon wit and 
sense. And, to speak the truth, I do very 
much apprehend, by some of the last win-
ter 's productions, which had their sets of 
admirers, that our posterity will in a few 
years degenerate into a race of punsters: 
at least, a man may be very excusable for 
any apprehensions of this ^ ind , that has 
seen acrostics handed about tlie town with 
great secrecy and applause; to which I 
must also add a little epigram called t he 
Witches ' Prayer, that f d l into verse when 
it was read either backward or forward, 
excepting only that it cursed one way, and 
blessM the other. W h e n one sees there 
are actually such pains-takers among our 
British wits, who can tell what it may end 
in? If we must la.sh one another, let it be 
with the manly strokes of wit and satire; for 
I am of the old philosopher's opinion, that 
if I must suffer from one or the odier, I 
would rather it should ba from the paw of 
a lion, than fi-om the hoof of an ass. I do 
not speak tiiis out of any spirit of party. 
There is a most crying dullness on both 
sides. I have seen tory acrostics, and 
whig anagrams and do not quarrel with 
either of them because they ai-e whigs or 
tories, but because they arc anagrams and 
acrostics. 

But to return to punning. Having pursued 
the history of a pun, from its original to its 
downfall, I shall here define it to be a con-
ceit arising from the use of two words tliat 
agree in the sound, but differ in the sense. 
The only way therefore to trv a piece of 
wit, is to translate it into a different lan-
guage. If it bears the test, you may pro-
nounce it true; but if it vanishes in the ex-
periment, you mav conclude it to liave 
been a pun. In short, one may say of a 
pun, as the countrjman described his 
niKhtingale, that it is ' vox ft firssierea ni-
hil,'—* a sound, and nothing but a sound.' 
On the contrary, one may represent true 
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wit by the descriptioa wliich Aristenetus 
makes of a fine woman: when she Ls dress-
ed she is beautiful; when she is undressed 
she is beautiful; or as Mercerus has trans-
lated it more emphatically, ' Inriuilur, for-
mosa e»t: exuiter, ipsa, forma est.'* C. 
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MR- LOCKE has an admirable reflection 
upon the difference of wit and judpnent , 
whereby hi; endeavours to show the reason 
why they are not always the talents of the 
same person. His words are as follow: 
'Andhence , perhaps, m a y b e ^ven some 
reason of that common obsenation, ' T h a t 
men who have a great deal of wit, and 
prompt memories, have not always the 
cleare« judgment or deepest reason.' For 
wit lyin^ roost in the assemblage of ideas, 
and putting those together with quickness 
and variety, wherein can be found any re-
semblance or congruity, therebv to make 
up pleasant pictures, and agreeable visions 
in the fancy; judgment, on the contrarj', 
lies quite on the other side, in separating 
carefully one from another, ideas wherein 
can he found the least difference, thereby 
to avoid being misled by similitude, and 
bv affinity to take one thing for another. 
This is a way of proceeding quite contrary 
to metaphor and allusion; wherein, for the 
most part, lies that entertainment and 
pleasantry of wit, which strikes so lively 
on the fancv, and is therefore so accepta-
ble to all people.' 

This, I think, the best and most philo-
sophical account that I have ever met with 
of wit, which generally, though not always, 
consists in such a resemblance and con-
gruity of ideas as this axithor mentions. I 
shall only add to it, by way of explanation, 
that eveiy resemblance of ideas is not that 
which we call wit, unless it be such an one 
that gives delight and surprise to the 
reader. These two properties seem essen-
tial to wit, more particularly the last of 
them. In order therefore that the resem-
blance in the ideas be wit, it is necessary 
that the ideas should not lie too near one 
another in the nature of tilings; for where 
the likeness is obvious it gives no surprise. 
To compare one man's singing to that of 
another, or to represent the whiteness of 
any object by that of milk and snow, or the 
variety of its colours by those of the r^n-
bow, cannot he called wit, unless besides 
this obvious resemblance, there be some 
further congrmtv discovered in the two 
ideas, that is capable of giving the reader 
some surprise. Thus when a poet tells us 

• Uressai >||I! ia bcauliful, undiwssd she i« Beauty ' j 
K(C 

the bosom of his mistress Is as white as 
snow, there is no wit in the comparison; 
but when he adds with a sigh, it is as cold, 
too, it then grows into wit. "Eveiy reader 's 
memory may supply him with innumera-
ble instances of the same nature. For this 
reason, tiie amilitudes in heroic poets, who 
endeavour rather to fill the mind with 
great conceptions, than to divert it with 
such as are new and surprising, have sel-
dom any thing in them that can be called 
wit. Mr. LocKe's account of wit, with tiiis 
short explanation, comprehends most of 
the species of wit, as metaphors, simili-
tudes, allegories, enigmas, mottos, para-
bles, fables, dreams, visions, dramatic 
writings, burlesque, and all the methods 
of allusion. There are many other pieces 
of wit {however remote soever they may 
appear at first agh t from the foregoing de-
scription) which upon examination will be 
found to agree with it. 

As true wit generally condsts in this re-
semblance and congruity of ideas, false wit 
chiefly consists in the resemblance and con-
gruity sometimes of single letters, as in 
anagrams, chronograms, lipngrams, and 
acrostics; sometimes of sy lables, as in 
echoes and doggerel rhymes; sometimes of 
words, as in puns and quibbles; and some-
times of whole sentences or poems, cast 
into the figures of eggs, axes,_ or ^ t a r s : 
nay, some carry the notion of wit ^ far, as 
to ascribe it even to external mimickry; 
and to look upon a man as an ingenious per-
son, that can resemble the tone, posture, or 
fare of another. 

As true wit consists in the resemblance 
of ideas, and false wit in the resemblance 
of words, according to the foregoing in-
stances; there is another kind of wit which 
COTsists partly in the resemblance of ideas, 
and partly in the resemblance of words, 
which for'distinction sake I shall call mixt 
wit. This kind of wit is that which abounds 
in Cowlev, more than in any author that 
ever wrote. Mr . Wal le r has likewise a 
great deal of it. Mr . Drvden is verv 
sparing in it. Milton had a genius much 
above it. Spenser is in the same class with 
Milton. T h e Italians, even in their epic 
poetn', are full of it. Monsieur Boileau, 
who formed himself upon the ancient poets, 
has every where rejected it with scorn. If 
we look after mixt wit among the Greek 
writers, we shall find it no where but in 
the epigrammatists. T h e r e are indeed some 
strokes of it in the little poem ascribed to 
Musssus, which by that , as well as many 
other marks, betrays itself to be a modem 
compoation. If we look into the Latin 
writers, we find none of this mixt wit in 
Vireil, Lucretius, or Catullus; very little 
ill Horace, but a great dea l of it in Ovid, 
and scarce any thing else in Martial. 

Out of the innumerable branches of mixt 
wjt. I shall choose one instance which may 

met with in all the writers of this class. 
"Hie pasaon of love in its nature has been 
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thought to resemble fire; f o f w h l r h reason 
the words fire and flame arc made use of to 
signify love. T h e witty poets therefore 
have taken an advantage from the double 
meaning of the word fire, to make an in-
finite number of witticisms. Cowley ob-
serving the cold regard of his mistress's 
e y e s and at the same time their power of 
producing love in him, considers them as 
bumine-gjasses made of ice; and finding 
himself able to live in the greatest extremi-
ties oflovc, concludes the torrid zone to be 
habitable. W h e n his mistress had read his 
letter written in juice of lemon, by holding 
it to the fire, he desires her to read it over 
a second time by love's flame. When she 
weeps, he wishes it were inward heat that 
distilled those drops from the limbec. 
W h e n she is absent, he is beyond eighty, 
tha t is, thirty degrees nearer the pole than 
when she is with him. His ambitious love 
is a ,f i re that naturally mounts upwards; 
his happy love is the beams of heaven, and 
his unhappy love flames of hell. W h e n it 
does ro t let him sleep, it is a flame that 
sends up no smoke; when it is opposed by 
counsel and advice, it is a fire that rages 
t he more by the winds blowing upon i t 
Upon the dying of a tree, in which he had 
cut his loves, he observed tha t his written 
flames had burnt up and withered the tree. 
W h e n he resolves to give over his passion, 
hete l ls us, tha t one burnt like him for ever 
dreadsthe fire. His heart isin ^ t n a , that 
instead of Vnlcan's shop, encloses Cupid's 
foi-ge in i t His endeavouring to drown his 
k v e in wine, is throwing oil upon the fire. 
H e wrwld insinnate to nis mistress, that 
the fire of love, like that of the sun (which 
produces so many living creatures,) should 
not only warm, but beget Love in an-
other place cooks pleasure at his fire. 
Sometimes the poet's heart is frozen in 
every breast, and sometimes scorched in 
every eye. Sometimes he is drowned in 
tears, and burnt in love, like a ship set on 
fire in the middle of the sea. 

T h e reader may observe in every one of 
these instances, that the poet mikes the 
oualities of fire with those of love; and in 
the same sentence, speaking of it both as 
a passion and as real fire, surprises the 
reader with those seeming resemblances 
or contradictions, that make up all the wit 
in this kind of writing. Mixt wit, there-
f<ire,_ is a composition of pun and true wit, 
and is more or less perfect, as the resem-
blance lies in the ideas or in the words. 
I ts foundations are laid partly in falsehood 
and p m l y in tn i th ; reason puts in her 
claim tor one half of it, and extravagance 
for the other. T h e only province there-
fore for this kind of wit, is epigram, or 
those little occasional poems, that in their 
own nature are nothing else but a tissue of 
epigrams. I cannot conclude this head of 
mixt wil, without owning that the admira-
ble poet, nut of whom I have taken the ex-
amples of it, had 3S IQUCll Wit fltiy 

author that ever writ; and indeed all other 
talents of an extraonlinary genivis. 

I t may be expected, since I am upon this 
subject, tliat I should take notice of Mr . 
Drj-den's definition of wit; which, with 
the deference that is due to the judg-
ment of so great a man, is not so properly 
a definition of wit as of good writing in 
general, Wit , as he defines it, is ' a pro-
priety of words and thoughts adapted to 
the subjec t ' If this be a true definition of 
wit, I am apt to think that Euclid was the 
greatest wit that ever put pen to paper . 
It is certMn there never was a greater pro-
priety of words and thoughts adapted to 
the subject, than what that author h a s 
made use of in his Elements. I shall only 
appeal to my reader, if this definition 
agrees with anv notion he has of wit. If it 
be a true one, 1 am sure Mr. Dry den was 
not only abe t te r poet, but a greater wit 
than Mr . Cowley; and Virgil a much more 
facetious man than cither Ovid or M a r t i n , 

Bouhours, whom I look y w n to be the 
most j^)enetrating of all the French critics, 
has token pains to show, that it is impossi-
ble for any thought to be beautiful which 
is not just, and has not its foundation in the 
nature of things; tha t the basis of all wit is 
t ru th ; and that no thought can be valuable 
of which good sense is not the ground-
work. Boileau has endeavoured to incol-
cate the same notion in several parts of his 
writings, both in prose and verse. Tin's is 
that natural way of writing, that beautiful 
simplicity, which we so much admire ii» 
the compositions of the ancients; and which 
no body deviates from, but those who want 
strengdi of genius to make a thought shine 
in its own natural beauties. Poets who want 
^ i s stfengtii of genius to give that majes-
tic simplicity to nature, which we so much 
admire in the works of the ancients, are 
forced to hunt after foreign ornaments, and 
not to let anv piece of wit of what kind 
soever escape them. I look upon these 
writers as Goths in poetry-, who, like those 
in architecture, not bemg able to comc 
up to the beautiful wmplicitv of the old 
Greeks and Romans, have endeavoured to 
supply its place with all the extravagances 
of an irregular fancy. Mr. Dryden makes 
a very handsome observation on Ovid's 
writing a letter from Dido to ^ n e a s , in 
the following words: 'Ov id , ' says he, 
speaking of v i t a ' s fiction of Dido and 
^ n e a s , ' t akes it up after him even in the 
same age, and makes an ancient heroine of 
V i l l i ' s new created Dido; dictates a let-
ter for her just before her death, to the un-
grateful fimtive, and ver>- unlnckily for 
himself, is for measuring a sword with a 
man so much superior in force to him on 
the same subject I think I be judge 
of this, bccause I have translated both. 
T h e famous author of the Art of Love has 
nothing of his own; he borrows all from a 
greater ma-ster in his own profe-ssion, and 
•which is worse, improves notliing which 
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h e finds. Na tu re fails h im, aiul being 
forced to his nU sliift, he hiis itcoui-^e to 
•witticism. Th i s pusses indeed with his 
soft adniirei's, and Ki^'es him tlie prefcr -
cncc to V i i ^ l in the i r esteem. ' 

W e f e not 1 suppoi ted by so great an 
authority as that of Mr . D n ' d e n , i shc iild 
not venture to obsci-ve, that the taste of 
most of our English poKts, as well as read-
ers, Is extremely Gothic. He quotes Mon-
sieur Segnus for a threefold distinction of 
t h e readers of poe t iy ; in the first of which 
he comprehends t!ie rubble of readei-s, 
whom he does not t r ea t as such with r e -
gard to their quality, but to the i r numbers 
and the coarseness of the i r taste. H i s 
woi'ds are as follow; 'Segra is has distin-
g;uished the readers of poetry, according to 
their capacity of judginj?, into th ree classes. 
[ H e might have said tlie same of writere, 
too, if he had pleased.] In the lowest form 
h e places those whom h e calls L e s Peti ts 
Espri ts , such things as ai'e our upper -ga l -
l e y audience in a playhouse; who like no-

iisk and rind of wit, .-uid thing bu t the hu 

i)refer a quibble, a conceit, an epigram, be-
ore solid sense and elegant expression. 

T h e s e are mob rcadei-s. I f V i r ^ and M a r -
tial stood for pai ' l iament-men, we know 
already who would carry it. But though 
they m a k e t h e greate.st appeanince in t h e 
field, ajid cr j ' the loudest, m e best on it is, 
they are ba t a sort of Frcnch liugonots, or 
B u t c h bcxirs, bi'0U};ht o \ e r in herds, but 
not naturalized; who have not lands of two eiuuds pe r annum in Parnassus, and there-

re are not privileged to poll. T h e i r au-
thors are of the same level, fit to represent 
them on a mountebank's stage, or to be 
niastei-s of the ccrcnionics in a bear-garden: 
vet these are they who have the most ad-
mirers. But it often happens, t o the i r moi--
tification, that as the i r I'eaiders improve 
their stock of sense (as they m a y by read-
ing bet ter books, and by conversation with 
men of judgment) they soon forsake them. 

I must not dismiss this subject without 
obsen ing, that as M r . Locke in the pas-
sage above mentioned has discovered the 
most fruitful source of wit, so the re is an-
other of a quite con twrv nature to it, which 
does l ikewise branch itself out into several 
kinds. F o r not only t h e resemblance, but 
the opposition of ideas does very often pro-
duce wit; as I conld show in several little 
points, turns, and antitheses, t ha t I may 
possibly enlarge upon in some fu tu re specu-
lation. C. 
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IT is very hard for t h e mind to disengage 
itself f rom a snbiect r n which it has been 
Ions employed. T h e thoughts will be rising 
of themselves from t ime to t ime, though 
we give tliem no enc iuragement ; as t h e 
tossinss and fluctuations of the sea continue 
several houi^ af ter t h e winds are laid. 

It is to th is that I impute my last night ' s 
dream or vision, which foniied into one con-
tiraied allegory t h e several schemes of wit , 
whether false, mixed , or t rue, tha t have 
been the subject of my la te papers . 

Methcugh t I was t ransported into a coun-
try that was filled with pixxligies and en-
chantments, sovemed by the goddes-s of 
Falseliond, and entitled the region of False 
W i t . T h e r e was nothing in t h e fields, t h e 
woods, and the rivers, t ha t appeared na tu-
ral. Several of the t rees blossomed in leaf-
gold, some of them produced bone-lace, 
and some of them pi-ecious stones. T h e 
f( imtains bubbled in an opera tune, and were 
filled with stags, wild boars, and mermaids 
that lived among the waters; at the same 
t ime tha t dolphins and several kinds of fish 
played tipcn the banks, or took thei r pas-
t ime in the meadows. T h e birds had many 
<if them golden beaks, and human voices. 
T h e fiowere pe r fumed the air with smells 
of incense, ambergris , and puhiUios*; and 
were so interwoven with one another, t h a t 
they grew u p in pieces of embroider)-. T h e 
winds were filled with sighs ajid messages 
of distant lovers. As I was walking to and 
f ro in this enchanted wilderness, I cciuld not 
forbear breaking out into soliloquies upon 
the several wonders w hich lay before me, 
when to niv great surprise, I found the re 
were artificial echoes in every walk, tha t 
by repetitions of certain woiils which I 
spoke, agreed with me , or contradicted me, 
in every thing I said. In the midst of my 
conversation with these Invisible compa-
nicms, I discovered in t h e centre of a very 
dark grox-e a rafmstrous fabric built af ter 
t h e Gothic mamier, and covered with in-
numerable devices in that barbarous kind 
of sculpture. I immediately went u)) to it, 
and found it to be a kind of heathen temple 
consecrated to the god of dulness. Upon 
my entrance 1 saw the deitv of the place 
dressed in t h e habit of a monk, with a hook 
in one hand and a ra t t le in the other. Upon 
his right hand was Industry, with a l amp 
burning before he r ; and on his left Capr ice , 
with a monkey sitting on he r shoulder. 
Before his feet there s taxl an altar of a very 
odd make, which, as 1 af terwards found, 
was shaped in that manner to comply with 

' PulviUim iwKl accUad powdei 
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the insr.ri|)tion that surroundeil it. U]X)n 
the altar t h e n ' lay sc^vi-i-jl offerings nf axes, 
wings, and egg<i, cut in paper , and inscribed 
with verses. T h e temple was filled with 
votaries, who applied themselves to dif-
ferent diversions, as their fancies directed 
them. In one lart of it I saw a regiment 
of anagranis, who were continually in mo-
tion, turning to the right or to the left, 
facing about, dmibling their ranks, shifting 
the i r stations, and tlimwing themselves into 
all the figures and counter-marches of the 
most changeable and perplexed exercises. 

No t far from these was the body of acros-
tics, made u p of very disproportioned per-
sons. It was dispcsed into three columns, 
the officers planting themselves in a line on 
the left hand of each column. T)ic officers 
were all of them at least six feet high, and 
made three rows of very proper men; but 
tlie common soldiers, who filled u p the 
spaces between the officers, were such 
dwarfs, cripples, and srarc-crows, that one 
could hardly look upon them without laugh-
ing. T h e r e were behind the acrostics two 

• or three files of chronograms, which dif-
fered only from the former, as their officers 
were equipped (like the figure of T i m e ) 
with an hour-glass in one hand, and a scythe 
in tlie other; and took thei r posts pro-
miscuously among the private men whom 
they commanded. 

In the body of the temple, and before the 
very face of the dei t r , methought I saw the 
phantom of Tryphiodonis , the lipogram-
niatist, engaged in a ball with four-and-
twenty persons, who pursued him bv turns 
through all tlie intricacies and labyrinths 
c^ a counts -dance , .without being able to 
overtake him. 

Observing several to be very busy at the 
western end of the temple, I mquired into 
what they were doing, and found there was 
in that quarter the great magazine of re-
busses. These were several things of the 
most different natures tied u p in bundles, 
and thrown upon one another in heaps like 
f a g M s . You might behold an anchor, a 
night-rail, and a hobby-horse bound u p to-
gether. One of the workmen seeing me 
very much surprised, told mc, there was 
an mfinite deal of wit in several of those 
bundles, and tha t he would explain them 
to m e if I pleased; I thanked him for his 
civility, but told him I was in very great 
haste at tha t time. As I was gcnng out of 
the temple, I observed in one comer of it a 
cluster of men and women laugliing very 
heartily, and diverting themselves at a 
game of crambo. I heard several double 
rhymes as I passed by tlieni, which raised 
a m a t deal of mirth. 

r io t far f rom these was another set of 
m e m people engaged at a diversion in 
•which the whole jest was to mistake one 
person for another. T o give occa-sion for 
these ludicrous mistakes, they were divided 
into p d r s , every pair being covered from 
head to foot with the same kind of dress, 

though i«Thaiis thn-e was not the least re-
semblance in tlicir fares. By this niciins an 
old man was sometimes mistaken fcr a boy, 
a wiimnn for a man, and a blark-a-moor for 
anEuropean, which very often produced 
great peals of liuighter. These I guessed 
to l)e a par ty of puns. But being very de-
sirous to get out of this world of magic, 
which had almost turned mv brain, I left 
the temple, and crossed over the fields that 
lay about it with all the speed I could make. 
I was ro t gone far before I heard the soimd 
of t rumpets and alarms, which seemed to 
proclaini the march of an enemy; and, as I 
af terwards fomid, was in reality what I ap-
prehended it. T h e r e appeared at a great 
distance a very shining light, and in t h e 
midst of it, a person of a most beautifnl 
aspect; her name was Tru th . On her right 
hand there marched a male deity, who ^ r e 
several quivers on his shoulders, and grasp-
ed several arrows in his hand. His name 
wa-s W i t . T h e approach of these two « ie -
mies filled all the territories of False W i t 
with an unspeakable consternation, inso-
much tha t the goddess of those regions ap-
peared in person upon her frontiers, with 
the several inferior deities, and the different 
bodies of forces which I had before seen in 
the temple, who were now drawn u p in 
array, and prepared to give the i r foes a 
warm reception. As the march of the 
enemy was verv slow, it gave t ime to the 
several inhabitants who bordered upon the 
regions of Falsehood to draw thei r forces 
into a body, with a design to stand upon 
their guard as neuters, and attend the issue 
of the combat. 

I must here inform my reader, tha t the 
frontiers of the enchanted region, which I 
have before described, were inhabited by 
the species of Mixt \ M t , who made a very 
odd appearance when thev were mustereS 
together in an ai-my. T h e r e were men 
whose bodies were stuck fidi of darts, and 
women whose eyes were burning-glasses: 
men that had hearts of fire, and women 
that had breasts of snow. I t would be end-
less to describe sevei-al monsters of the like 
nature, that composed this great army; 
which immediately fell asnnder, and divided 
itself into two parts, the one half tlirowing 
themselves behind the bannei-s of T r u t h , 
and the other behind those of Falsehood. 

T h e goddess of Falsehood was of a gi-
gantic stature, and advanced some paces 
before the fi-ont of her army; but as the 
dazzling light which flowed from T n i t h 
began to shine upon her, she faded insensi-
bly; insomuch that in a little space, ^ e 
looked rather like a huge phajitom than a 
real substance. At length, as the goddess 
of T r u t h approaclicd still nearer to her she 
fell away entirely, and vanished amidst the 
brightness of her presence; so tha t tliere 
did not remain the least trace or impresaon 
of lier figure in the place where she had 
been seen. 

As at the rising of the sun the constcUa-
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tloi>s grow thin, and t h e stars go out one 
a f t e r another, till the whole hemisphere is 
ext inguished; such was the vanisliing of tlie 
^ d e s s : and m'toii ly of the godtkss hri-svlf 
but of t h e -whole sirni;- tha t at tended her , 
which sympathized wi th their leader , and 
shnii ik into nothing, in proport ion as t h e 
goddess disappeared. A t t i c same t ime 
the whole t emple sunk, t h e fish betimlc 
themselves to the s t reams, and the wild 
b l a s t s to the woods, the fountains recovered 
the i r murmurs , tlie b i rds their voices, t h e 
t rees the i r leaves, t h e flowers the i r scents, 
and t h e whole face of natiirc its tn ie and 
genuine appearancc . T h o u g h 1 still con-
t inued asleep, I faj icied myself as it we re 
awakened out of a d ream, w h e n I saw th i s 
region of prodigies restored to woods and 
rivers, fields and meadows. 

U p o n t h e removal of t ha t w'lld scene of 
wonders, which h a d ver j ' m u c h dis turbed 
m y imagination, 1 took a full sn rv t^ of t h e 
persons of W i t and T r u t h ; for indeed it 
wa-s impossible to look upon t h e first, wi th-
out seeing the o ther a t t h e same t ime. 
T h e r e was behiiid them a s trong compact 
body of figures. T h e genius of Hero ic 
Poe t ry appeared wi th a sword in h e r hand , 
and a laurel on h e r head. T r a g e d y ^ s 
c rowned with cvpress , and covered wi th 
robes d ipped in 1)lood. 55atirehad smiles in 
h e r look, and a dagger under h e r garment . 
Rhetor ic was known by l ier thunderbol t ; 
and Comedy bv h e r ma.sk. A f t e r several 
o ther figures, E p i g r a m m a r c h e d vip in t h e 
r e a r , w h o had been posted t h e r e a t the be -
Kinninir o f t h e e x p e d i t i o n , t ha t h e might not 
revolt to t h e enemy, whom h e w a s su'spectcd 
t o 'favour in h i s f i e a r t 1 was very much 
a w e d and delighted with t h e api)earance ot 
t h e s<xl of W i t ; t h e r e was something so 
amiable, and yet so piercing in h're looks, 
as inspired m e a t once with love and ter ror . 
A s I was gazing on h im, to m y u n s h a k a b l e 
joy h e took a quiver of a r rows f rom his 
shfHilder, in order to make m e a present ef 
it; but as I was reaching out m y hand to 
receive it of h im, I knocked it against a 
chair , and by t ha t means awaked. C. 

No. 64.] Monday, May 14. J i ' l l -
Hie viTimUfl ambilifKa 

P a i i p e m t e J<"- 'K*-
T h e ftw of weal th In povsr ty wo wear . 

T H E most imprope r things w e commit 
in the conduct of our lives, wc a re led into 
b y t h e force of fashion. Instances might 
be given, in which a prevjuling custom 
m a k e s us act agtunst t h e rules of na ture , 
l aw , and common sense; but at present 1 
shall confine m v consideraUon to t h e effect 
i t has upon na'en's minds, by looking into 
our behaviour w h e n it is the fashion to go 
into mourning. T h e custom of represent-
ing the grief w e have for the loss of t h e 
d e a d by our habits , cer ta inly had rts n s e 
/ r o m the resi sorrow of a i c h as were too 

m u c h distressed to tidce t h e p rope r c a r e 
they ought of the i r dress. By degrees it 
prevai led, tha t such as had this inward op-
pre5si<in u p m the i r miiiils, m a d e an apolo-
gy for not joining wi th t h e res t of t l je world 
in their ordinary diversions by a d r e s s suit-
ed to the i r condition. T h i s t he re fo re was 
a t iirst assumed by such orily as were un-
d e r real distress; to whom it was ivlief t l iat 
they h a d nothing about t h e m so l ight and 
gay as to b e i rksome to t h e gloom and me-
lancholy of the i r inward reflections, or t ha t 
migh t mis represen t t h e m ty others. In 
process of t ime this laudable distinction of 
the sorrowful was lost, and mourning is 
now worn by he i r s and widows. You see 
nothing b u t magnificence and solemnity in 
t l ie equipage of the rel ict , and an d r of re -
lease f rom servitude in the p o m p of a son 
w h o has lost a wea l thy fa ther . T h i s 
fashion of sorrow is now become a generous 
p a r t of t h e ccremonial be tween princes 
ajid sovereigns, who, in t h e language of al l 
nations, a re styled bro thers to e a c h otlier, 
and put on the p u r p l e * upon the dea th of 
any potenta te with w h o m they live in ami -
ty . Court iers , and all w h o wish t h e m -
selves such, a rc imnacdiatcly seized wi th 
grief f rom head to font upon th i s disaster 
to the i r pr ince ; so t h a t one may know b y 
t h e very buckles of a gent leman-usher 
wha t degree of f r iendship any deceased 
monarr.h maintained wi th t h e ^ u i t to 
which h e belongs. A good court ier 's habi t 
and behaviour is h i e i^ lyph ic . a l on these 
occJt^Mis- H e deals m u c h in w b i ! ^ r s , 
and vou m a y see h e drcs.scs according to 
t h e hTes-t intelligence. 

T h e general affectation among men , of 
appear ing grea ter t han they a rc . m a k e s 
the whole world run into t h e habi t of t h e 
cou r t You sec t h e lady, w h o t h e day be-
fore wa-s as various as a rainbow, upon t h e 
t ime appointed for b e ^ n n i n g to mourn, as 
da rk as a cloud. T h i s humour docs not 
prevail only on those whose fortunes can 
support anv change in the i r equipage, nor on 
those only whose incomes demand t h e wan-
tonness of new appearances ; but on such 
also w h o havfr j a s t enough to clothe t hem. 
A h old acquaintance of mine, of ninety 
pounds a year , who has natural ly the vanity 
of being a man of fashion deep a t his hea r t , 
is v e r y ' m u c h p u t to it to bea r t h e mortali ty 
of princes. H e m a d e a new black suit uprai 
the death of t h e King of Spain, h e turned 
it for the King of Portugal , and he now 
keeps h i s c h a m b e r while it is scouring for 
t h e Empero r . H e is .i good economist in 
his ext ravagance , anil m a k e s only a f resh 
blar.k button on his iron-gray suit for any 
potentate of small terr i tor ies; h e indeed 
adds his c r ape ha tband for a pr incc whose 
exploits h e has admired in the gazette. 
But wha tever coinpliments may be m a d e 
on these occasions, t h e t rue m n u m e r s are 

• Roya l M i ( f f ino ly m o u t a e w w a r t usual ly clad In 
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the merceTs, silkmcii, lac.cincn, and milli-
ners. A prince of a merciful niul royal 
disposition would I'efiect witli great a n x i k y 
upon the prospect of his death if he consi-
dered what numbers would be rediif.ed to 
misery bv tha t accident only. H e would 
think It of moment enough to direct, that 
in t he notification of his depar ture , t he 
honour done ti> hini might be restrained 
to those of the h'Hisehold of the prince to 
whom it should be signified. l i e would 
think a general mourning to be in a less de-
gree the same ceremony which is p r a c -
tised in barbarous nations, of killing the i r 
slaves to attend the obsequies o f their 
kings, 

I had been wonderfully at a loss for 
many months together, to guess at the cha-
rac ter of a man who came now and then to 
our coffee-house. He ever ended a news-
p a p e r with this reflection, ' W e l l , I see all 
the foreign princes are in good hea l th . ' If 
you asked, ' P rav , sir, what says the Post-
man from Vienna?' H e answered, ' M a k e 
us thajikfiil, t he German Princes are all 
w e l l . W h a t does he say f rom Barcelona? • 
' H e does not speak but tha t the countn-

very well with the new Queen."' 
Af te r very much inquiry, I found this man 
ot universal loyaltv was a wholesale dealer 
in silks and ribands. His way is, it seems 
if he hires a w e a v e r or workman, to have it 
inserted in his articles, ' t h a t all this shall 
be well and truly performed, provided no 
foreign potentate shall depar t this life with-
in t he t ime above-mentioned.' I t happens 
jn all public mournings tha t t he many 
t rades which depend upon cur habits, a r e 
dunng tha t folly ei ther pinched with pre-
sent want, or terrified with t he apparent 
approach of i t AU the atonement which 
men can make for wanton expenses (which 
b a sort of insulting the scarcity under 
which others labour) is, tha t the superflui-
ties of t he wealthy give supplies to the ne-
ces.<!ities of the poor; but nstcad of any 
« h c r good arising from the affectation of 
bemg in courtly habits of mourning:, aO 
order seems to be destroyed by it ; and the 
t rue honour which one 'court does to an-
other on t h « occasion, loses its force and 
efficacy. W h e n a foreign minister beholds 
the court of a nation (which flourishes in 
ncbes and plenty) lav aside upon the loss 
ot his master, all marks of splendour and 
maCTificencc, though the head of such a 
mytul people, h e will conceive a greater 
idea ot the honour done to his master , than 
when h e sees the generality of the people 
m the same habit. W h e n one is afraid to 
ask t h e wife of a tradesman whom she has 
lost of h e r family; and after some prepa-
ration endeavours to know whom she 
mourns for; how ridiculous it is to hear her 
explam hers?lf. ' T h a t we have lost one of 
the house of Austr ia! ' Princcs arc ele-
vated so highly above the rest of mankind, 
that it IS a presumptuous distinction to 
take a par t in honours done to their niemo-

lies, exccpt vc have authority for it, by 
Ijeiiig rclaicd in part icular manner to the 
c o u n which pays the veneration to their 
tnendship, and s e c m s t o e x p r e s s o n s u c h a n 
occasion the sense of the \incertainty of hu-
man life in general, bv assuming the'habit of 
sorrow, though in tlie full jjossession of 
t r iumph and royalty. R. 

No 65.] Tuciday, May 15, 1711. 

-Dometr i , tfrjiie, Titell i , . , VR.J.IC. ITS CI, I, 
UiMipuIaru ia jnMrj t tbeo ploraro «alhe.1ras. 

JUr. Lib. l . S « l . X.99. 
DrmPIrius s n j Tjfel l inn, know ytiiir p la t* ; 
Go hence, and whine among fho school-boy race. 

AFTER having at large explained what 
wit is, and descnbed the false appearances 
of it, all tha t labour seems but an useless 
inquiry, without some time be spent in con-
sidering the application of it. I ' h e seat of 
wit, when one speaks as a man of t he town 
and the world, is the .playhouse; I shall 
therefore fill this p a p e r with reflections 
upon the use of it, in t lat place. T h e ap-
p ication of wit in the theat re has as strong 
an effect upon the manners of our gentle-
men, as the taste of it has upon the wri-
tings of our authors. It may, perhaps, look 
like a very presumptuous work, though not 
foreign from Che duty of a Spectator, to t ax 
the writings of such as have long had the 
general applause of a nation; but I shall 
always m a k e reason, t ru th , and nature the 
measures of praise and dispraise; if those 
are for me, t he generality of opinion is of 
no consequence against me; if they are 
against me, t he general opinion cannot long 
sunport me. 

* Vithout fu r the r preface, I am going to 
look into someof our most applauded plavs, 
and see whether they deserve the figure 
they at present bear in the imaginations of 
men or n o t 

In reflecting upon these works, I shall 
chiefly dwell upon tha t for which each 
respective play is most celebrated. T h e 
present p a p e r shall be employed upon Sir 
Fopling F lu t te r .* T h e received character 
of this p lay is, tha t it is the pattern of gen-
teel comedy. Dorimant and Harriot arc 
the characters of greatest consequence, and 
if these are low and mean, the reputation 
of the play is very unjusL 

I will t ake for Ran ted , tha t a fine gentle-
man should be honest in his actions and re -
fined in his langiif^e. Instead of this, our 
hero in this piece is a dii-ect knave in liis 
designs, and a clown in his l a n ^ a g e . Bel-
lair IS his admirer and friend; in re turn for 
which, becausc he is forsooth a greater wit 
than his said friend, he thinks it reasonable 

* Th« Man of Mode, or Sir Popline Plutwr, a cnrae-
dy. by Sir Georss Etheridpi. The rha r sc t f r of Sir Fop-
l ine was tha t nf Bonn Itewii, "on of gtr Thorn n" He wi t , 
of Piahiohiiry, In Hertford "hire; of no r iman t , tha t of 
Wilmoc earl of Rocbeeier; and Bellait, ibac of the au-
thor buDsalf. 
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to persuade liitn to m a m - a young lacly, 
whose virtue-, he thiiiks, will last no longer 
than till she is a wife, and then she cannot 
hut tall to his share as he is an irresistible 
fine gentleman. T h e falsehood to Mrs. 
Lovc'it, and the barhiri ty of triumphing 
over her an^iilsh for losing him, is another 
instance of his honesty, as well as his good 
nature. As to his fine lan^iage; he calls 
the orange-wf>man, who, it seems, is in-
clined to grow fat, ' An overgrown jade, 
•with a flasket of guts before her ; ' and sa-
lutes her -with ft prettv phrase of ' How 
now, Double Tripe? ' Upon the mention of 
acountry gentlewoman, whom he knows no-
thing of (no one can imapne whv) ' he will 
lay hislile she is some awkward ill fashioned 
countiT toad, who not having above four 
dozen 'of hairs on her head, has adorned 
her baldness with a large white fruz, that 
she may look sparkishly in the fore-front of 
the king's box at an old play. ' Unnatural 
mixture of senseless common-place! 

As to the generosity of his temper, h e 
tells his poor footman, ' If he did not wait 
better, ' he would turn him away, in the 
insolent phrase of, ' I ' l l uncase yoii.' 

Now for Mrs. Harriot. She laughs at 
obedience to an absent mother, whose ten-
derness Busv describes to be very exquisite, 
for that ' she is so pleased with finding 
Harriot again that she cajinot chide her for 
being out of the wav. ' This witty daughter 
and fine ladv has so little respect for this 
good woman, that she ridicules her £ur in 
taking leave, and cries, ' In what stniffile 
is my poor mother yonder! See, see, her 
head tottering, her eyes staring, and her 
under-lip trenxbhng.' But all this is atoned 
for, because ' she has more wit than isusual 
in her sex, and as much malice, though she 
is as wild as you could wish her , and has 
a demureness m her looks tha t makes it 
80 surprising-' T h e n to recommend her 
as a fit spouse for his hero, the poet makes 
her speak her sense of marriage very inge-
nuously; ' I t h i n k , ' says she, ' I might be 
brought to endure him, and that is all a 
reasonable woman should expect in a hus-
band.' It is methints unnatural, that we 
arc not made to understand, how she that 
•was bred nnder a sillv pious old mother, 
that would never trust 'her out of her aght , 
came to be so polite. 

I t cannot be denied, hut that the negli-
gence of every thing which engages the at-
tention of the sober and valuable part of 
mankind, appears very well drawn in this 
piece. But it is denied, that it is necessary 
to the character of a fine gentleman, tha t 
he should in that manner trample upon all 
order and dccency. As for the character 
of Dorimant, it is more of a coxcomb than 
that of Fopiing. He says of one of his 
companions, that a good correspondence 
between them is their mutual interest. 
Speaking of that friend, he declares, their 
being much together, 'makes the women 
th in t the better of his understanding, and 

judge more favourably of my reputation, 
t t makes him pass upon some for a man of 
very sense, and me upon others for a 
very civil person.' 

This whole celebrated piece is a perfect 
contradiction to good mannci-s, good sense, 
and common honesty; and as there is no-
thing in it but what is built upon the rum 
of virtue and innocence, according to the 
notion of merit in this comedy, 1 take the 
shoemaker to be in reality the fine gentle-
man of the play: for i t seemshe is an atheist, 
if we raav depend upon his character as 
given by the orange-woman, who is herself 
fa r from being the lowest in the play. She 
savs, of a fine man who is Dorimant's com-
panion, ' T h e r e is not such another heathen 
in the town except the shoemaker. ' His 
pretension to be the hero of the drama ap-

{ears still more in his own description of 
is way of living with his lady. ' T h e r e is, ' 

says he, ' never a man in town lives more 
iilic a gentleman with his wifetlian I do; I 
nevermind her motions; she never inquires 
into mine. W e speak to one another civilly, 
ha te one another heartilv; and because it is 
vulgar to lie and soak together, we have 
each of us our several settle-bed.' T h a t of 
• soaking together' is as good as if Dorimant 
had spoken it himself; and I think, since 
he puts human nature in as uglv a form as 
the circumstance will bear, and is a staunch 
unbeliever, he is verv much wronged in 
having no par t of the good fortune bestowed 
in the last act. 

T o speak plain of this whole work, I 
think nothing but being lost to a sense of 
innocence and virtue, can make any one 
see this comedy, without observing more 
frequent occasion to move sorrow and in-
dignation, than mirth and laughter. A t 
the same t ime I allow it to be nature, but it 
is nature in its utmost corruption and de-
generacy. R-

No. 66.] ' Wednesday, May 16, 1711. 
Motu^ doceK c&udet l oa i cos 
MntutR v i r fo , ot finginir artibiia 

J a m niinf-, r t tnc«9Ti>« nmnrea 
De tcoero m e d i t a t u r i i n ^ i -

BIT. Lib. 3. OD. VI. 21. 
BeboM a Tips and m p l i i n i r u u l 
Bound 'prcntiee to the n ' a n i o n t r a d e : 

I n n i a n artiatn, n t a mieh ty phc^, 
In s t ruc t h r in thP m r ' t T i e " of v icr , 

WTiat net* tn iprcad, wlXTf «uhil« ba i l s to l a y ; 
And w i t h s n early band Oiey forin t h e t t m p e r ' d elay-

RMecmaun. 

THE two following letters are upon a sub-
ject of verv great i m ^ r t m c e , though ex-
pressed without any air of gravity. 

' To the Spectator. 
• SIR,—I take the freedom of asking your 

advice in behalf of a voung country t ins -
woman of mine who is lately come to town, 
and under my care for her education. She 
is very pretty, but you cannot imagine how 
unformed a creature it is. She comes to 
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m y hands just as na ture left he r , lialf finisb-
c o . a n d wicli(ntanyao<[iiin-d improvements, 
W h e n I look o n ' h c r l often th ink of the 
Belle Sauvage mentioned in one of your pa -
pers . D e a r M r . Spectator , h e l p m e t o 
m a k e h e r c o m p r c h u i d t h e visible graces 
o( speech, and t h e dumb eloquence of mo-
tirni; for she is a t present a per fec t s t ranger 
t o l>oth. She knows no way to express he r -
self but by h e r tongue, and t ha t always to 
signify h e r meaning. H e r eyes sen-c h e r 
vet only to sec with, and she is u t ter ly a 
foreigner to t h e language of looks and 
glances. In tliis I fancy you could h e l p 
h e r be t te r than a n y b o d y . I have bestowed 
two months in teaching h e r to sigh when 
she is not concerned, and to smile when she 
IS not pleased, and am ashamed to own she 
makes little or no improvement . T h e n she 
is no more able now to walk , t han she was 
to ^ a t a yea r old. Bv walking, vou will 
easily know I m e a n tha t regular Sut easy 
TOOtion which p v e s our persons so irresisti-
We a m c e as if w e moved t o music, and is 
a k ind of disengaged figure; or , if I may so 
s p ^ k , recitative dancing. But t h e want of 
this I cannot b lame in 'her , fo r I find she 
has no ear , and means nothing bv walking 
but to c h a n ^ h e r piace. I could pardon 
too h e r blushing, if she k n e w how to ca r ry 
herself in it, and it did not manifestly in jure 
h e r complexion. 

' T h e y tell m e you a re a person who have 
seen the world, and a re a judge of fine b reed-
ing; which makes m e ambitious of some in-
•structions f rom you for h e r improvement : 
w h i c h when you have favoured me with, I 
shall f u r t h e r advise with you about t h e dis-
posal of this fa i r forester m mar r i age ; for I 
will m a k e it no secret to you, t ha t her pe r -
son and education a re to be h e r fortune. I 
a m , sir, your very humble servant , 

' C E L I M E N E . ' 
'S IR,—Being employed by Cel imene to 

m a k e up and send to you h e r let ter , I 
m a k e bold to recommend the case therein 
mentioned to your consideration, because 
she and I happen t o differ a l i t t ie in our no-
tions. I who a m a rough man, am afraid 
t h e young girl is in a fair wav to be spoiled: 
there fore , p ray , M r . { ^ c t a t o r , let us have 
your opinion of th i s fine thing called fine 
breeding; for I am afraid it differs too much 
trom tha t plain thing c^ilJed good breeding. 

' Y o u r most humble servant . ' 
The_ general mis take among us in the 

•educating our chi ldren is, t ha t in our daugh-
t e r s w e take care of the i r persons, and ne-
glect their minds; in our sons we a rc so in-
tent upon adorning their minds, t ha t w e 
wholly neglect t h e i r bodies. I t is f rom th i s 
t ha t you shall see a young ladv celebrated 
and admired m all the assemblies about 
town, -when her e lder bro ther is afraid to 
c o m e into a room. From this ill manage-
ment it arises, tha t we frequent ly observe 
a man 's life is half spent, before h e is t aken 
not ice of; and a woman i:i t h e p r i m e of h e r 

years is out of fashion and neglcctetl. T h e 
boy I shall consider upon some other occa-
sion, and a t present sUck to the gir l : and I 
am the more inclined to this, because I have 
several let ters which complain to m e , tha t 
my female readers have not understood m e 
for some days last pas t , and t a k e them-
selves to be unconcerned in the present 
turn of m y writing, W l i e n a girl is safely 
brought f rom h e r nurse, before she is capa -
ble of fo rming one single notion of any thing 
in life, she is delivered to the hands of h e r 
^ c i n g - m a s t e r , and with a cxillar round 
h e r neck , the p re t tv wild thing is taught a 
fantastical gravity of behaviour, and forccd 
to a par t icu lar way of holding h e r head, 
heading h e r breast, and moving with h e r 
whole body; and all this under pain of never 
having a husband, if she steps, looks, or 
mOTesawry. T h i s gives a young lady won-
derful workings of imagination, w h a t is to 
pass between h e r and this husband, t ha t 
she is every moment told of, and fo r whom 
she seems to be educated. T h u s h e r fancy 
is engaged to turn all h e r endeavours to t h e 
ornament of h e r person, as wha t mus t de-
termine h e r g o ^ and ill in this l ife; and 
she natural ly thinks, if she is tall enough, 
she is wise enough for any thing for which 
h e r education makes h e r think she is de-
signed. T o m a k e h e r an agreeable person 
is the main purpose of h e r paren ts ; to tha t 
IS all the i r cost, to t ha t all the i r care di-
rec ted ; and f rom this general folly of pa -
rents we owe our present numerous race of 
coquettes. T h e s e reflections puzzle m e 
when I th ink of giving m y advice on the 
^ b j e c t of managing t h e wild thing men-
tioned in the le t ter of mv correspondent. 
But sure t h e r e is a middle way to be fol-
lowed; t h e management of a yoong lady's 
p e ^ n is not to be overlooked, but 3 i e eru-
dition of h e r mind is much more to be re -
garded- According as this is managed, you 
will see the mind follow the appet i tes of the 

body, or t h e body expres s the virtues of the 
mind, 

Cleomira dances with all the elcgance of 
motion imaginable: but h e r eyes a re so 
chastised with the simplicity and innocence 
of h e r thoughts, t ha t she raises in h e r be-
holders admirat ion and good-will, but no 
loose hope or wild ima^nat inn . T h e t rue 
a r t in this case is, to make the mind and 
body improve t o w t h e r ; and, if possible, to 
m a k e gesture follow thought, and not let 
thought be employed upon gesture. 

No. 6r,] Thursday, May 17, i m . 
Saltar« e i egan t i i u qqem nec«Me est j ^obc . StU. 
Too fine a d a n u r (br a Tiriuoua w o n a i i , 

LUCIAN, in one of his d i a l c ^ e s , intro-
duces a philosopher chiding his f r iend for 
h i s being a lover of daiicuig, and a f r e -
quenter of balls. T h e o ther under takes 
the defence of his favourite diversion, which, 
h e says, was a t first invented by t h e god-
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(less Rhi-a, and jiiK'served the life nf Jvipitcr 
himself. fiT)in tlic cnielty of l\is fatlier Sa-
turn, H e pr»r,ee(ls to show, that it had 
been approved by the greatest men in all 
ajres; that Homer calls Merion a fine dan-
cer ; and says, tha t the graceful mien ami 
^reat agility which he liad accmired by that 
exercise, distinguished iiim above the rest 
in the armies both of Greeks and Trojans. 

H e adds, that Pvrrhus gained more re -
putation by inventing the dance which is 
called af ter his name, than by all his other 
actions: that the liacedemonians, who were 
the bravest people in Greece, gave great 
encouragement to this diversion, and made 
their Hormus (a dance much resembling 
the Frcnch Brawl) famous over all Asia: 
that there were still extant some Thessa-
lian statues erected tn the honour of their 
best dancers; and that he wondered how his 
brother philosopher could declare himself 
against the opinions of those two persons, 
whom he professed so much to admire. 
Homer and H e a o d ; the lat ter of which 
compares valonr and dancing together, and 
says, t ha t ' t h e gods have bestowed forti-
tude on some men, and on others a dispoa-
t ionfor dancing.' 

Lastly, he puts him in mind that So-
crates, (who, in tlie judgment of Apnllo, 
was the wisest nf men^ was not only a pro-
fessed admirer of this excrcise in others, but 
learned it himself when he was an old man. 

T ^ e morose philosoplier is so much af-
fected bv these and some other authorities, 
that he bccomes a convert to his friend, and 
desires he would take him with him when 
he went to his next ball. 

I love to shelter mvself under the exam-
ples of great men; "and, I thmk, I have 
sufficientlv showed that it is not b e l w the 
dignity of these mv speculations to take no-
tice of the followmg letter, which, I sup-
pose, is sent me by some substantial trades-
man about 'Change. 

• S I R , — I a m a m a n in y e a r s , a n d b y a n 
honest industry in the world have acquired 
enough to give my children a liberal edu-
cation, though I was an utter stranger to 
it myself. M y eldest daughter, a girl of 
sixteen, has for some time been under the 
tuition of Monsieur Rigadocn, a dancing-
master in the city; and I was prevailed 
upon by her and her mother to go hist night 
to one of his balls. 1 must own to you, u r , 
that having never been to any sucli >lacc 
before, I was very nuicli pleiised anc sur-
prised witli that w i n of his entertaminent 
which he callcd French dancing. There 
were several yonng men and women, whose 
limbs scemei to have no other motion but 
purely what the music gave them. Af ter 
this par t was over, tlicy began a diver-
sion which thev call country dancing, and 
wherein there were also some things not dis-
agreeable, and divers emblematical figures, 
composed, as I guess, by wise men, for the 
instruction of youth. 

' Among the rest, 1 oliservcd mie, which 
1 think they call " Hunt the Squir re l ," in 
wliich while the woman flies the man jnir-
snes her ; but as soon as she turns, he nin» 
awav, and she is obliged to follow. 

• T h e moral of this dance does, I think, 
very aptly recommend modesty and discre-
tion to the female sex. 

' But as the best institutions are liable to 
conniptions, so, sir, I must a c q u a n t y<iu, 
that very great abuses a re crept into this 
enter tainment I was amazed to ^ e m y 
girl handed by, and handing, young fellows 
with so much familiarity; and I could not 
have thought it had been in the child. T h e y 
very often made use of a most impudent 
and lascivious step, called "Sett ing, ' which 
I know not how to describe to you, but by 
telling you that it is the very reverse of 
" b a c k to b a c k . " At last an impudent 
young dog bid the fiddlers play a dance 
callrf " M o l l Pa te lv , " and after havmg 
made two or three capers, ran tn his p a r t -
ner, locked his arm in hers, and whisked 
her round cleverly above ground in such a 
manner, tha t I , who sat upon one of t h e 
lowest benches, saw fur ther above her shoe 
tlian I can tliink fit to acquaint you with. 
I could no longer endure these enormities: 
wherefore, just as mv girl was going to te 
made a whirlijrig, 1 ran in, seized on t h e 
child, and carried her home. 

' Sir, I am not yet old enough to be a tool. 
I suppose this diversion might at first be 
invented to keep a good understanding be-
tween young men and women, and so far 
I am not agfunst it; but I shall never allow 
of these things. I know not what you will 
say to this case at present, but am sure, 
had you been with me, you would have 
seen matter of great speculation. 

' I am yours, 8cc.' 

I must confess I am afraid Uiat my cor-
respondent had too much reason to be a 
little out of humour at the t reatment of his 
daughter, hut I conclude that he would 
have been much more so, had he seen one 
of those kissing dances, in which. Wi l l Ho-
neycomb a-ssures me, they are obliged to 
dwell almost a minute on thc fa i r one's lip'i, 
or they will be too quick for the music, fuid 
dance (juite out of time. 

I am not able, iiowever, to give my final 
sentence against this diversion; and am of 
Mr . Cowley's opinion, that so much of 
dancing, at least, a-s belongs to the beha-
viour and a handsome carriage of the body, 
is extremely useful, if not absolutely neces-
sarv. 

W e generally form such ideas of people 
at first sight, as we are hardly ever per-
suaded to lay aside af terwanls : for this rea-
son, a man would wish to have nothing dis-
agreeable or uncomely in his approaches, 
^ d to be able to enter a room with a good 
grace. 

I might add. that a moderate knowledge 
in the little rules of good-breeding, gives a 
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man some assurance, and mnkes him easy 
in all companies Kor want of this, I have 
seen a jmifessor of a liberal science at a 
loss to salute a lady; and a most excel-
lent mathematician not al)le to dctei-mine 
whether he shtnjld stand or sit while mv 
lord drank to him. 

I t is the proper business of a dancing, 
master to regulate these matters; though I 
take it to be a just observation, that unless 
y ^ add something of vour own to what 
these fine gentlemen teach vou, and which 
thevarc wholly ignorant of themselves, vou 
w l l much sooner Ret the character of an 
aflectcd fop, than of a well-bred man. 

As for cmintrv dancing, it must indeed 
be confessed that the great familiarities be-
tween the two sexes on this occaaon mav 
sometimes produce very dangerous conse-
miences; and I have often thought that few 
ladles hearts are so obdurate as not to be 
melted by the charms of music, the force 
ot motion, and a handsome voung fellow 
who IS continually playing before their 
eyes, and convincing them that he has the 
perfect use of all his limbs. 
. But as this kind of dance is the particular 
invention of our own country, and as every-
one 11 more or less a proficient in it, I would 
not discountenance it: but m h e r suppose 
It mav be practised innocently bv others, 
as well as mvself, who am often partner to 
my landlady's eldest daughter. 

N a 68.] Friday, May 18, iril. 
NOA 4luo lu rba atirnuB • • 
W e t w o are a mulli luife. 

OciA M u . i. 355. 

P O S T S C H I P T . 
Having heard a good cliaracter of the cnl-

lectinn of pictures which is to be exposed 
to sale on Friday next; and concluding from 
the following letter, that the person who 
c< llected them is a man of no unelegant 
taste, I will be so much his friend as to 
publish It, provided the reader will m l y 
Ifwk upon it as filling up the pUce of an 
advertisement; 

' From the Three Chain, in the Piazzat, 
Covent Garrirn. 

' M A V 1 6 , 1 7 1 1 . 
» 1 R , — y o u are a Spectator, I think 

we who make it our business to exhibit any 
thmg to public view, ought to applv our-
selves to you for your approbation, I have 
travelled Europe to furnish out a show for 
J ^ , and have brought with me what has 
Own admired in every country through 
which I passed. You have dwlared in 
manv papers, that your (rreatust delights 
are those of the eve, which I do nrt doubt 
but 1 shall gratifv with as beautiful objects 
as yours ever beheld. If ca.stles, forests, 
rums, fine women, and graceful men, can 
ilease ymi, i dare promiM you much satis-

fac«on, if you will q jpear at my aucUon 
on Fnday next. A sight is, I suppose, as 
gratetul to a bpectator as a treat to another 
person, and therefore I hope you will par-
don this invitation from, sir, 

• Your most daedient humble servant 
' J . G R A H A M , ' 

ONE would think that the larger the 
company is in which we are engaged, tlie 
gl-eater variety of thoughts and subjects 
would be started in discourse; but instead 
of this, we find that conversation is never 
so much straitened and confined as in nu-
merous assemblies. W h e n a multitude meet 
together on any subject of discourse, their 
debates are taken up chiefly with forms 
and general positions; nay, if we come into 
a more contracted assembly of men and 
women, the talk generally runs upon the 
weather, fashions, news, and the like pub-
lic topics. In proportion as conversation 
gets into clubs and knots of fiiends, it de-
sMnds into particulars, and grows more 
free and communicative; but the most open, 
mstructive, and unreserved discourse, is that 
which passes between two persons who are 
familiar and intimate friends. On these oc-
casions a man gives a loose to every passion 
and every thought that is uppermost, dis-
covers his most retired opinions of persons 
and things, tries the beauty and strength of 
his sentiments, and exposes his whole soul 
to the examination of his fiiend. 

Tully was the first who obsen-ed, that 
friendship improves happiness and abates 
mi^wry, by the doubling of our joy, and di-
viding of our gr ief ; a thought in which he 
hath been fo lowed by all the essaycrs upon 
t^nendship, tlmt have written since his time. 
Sir t r anc i s Bacon has finely described 
other advanta.ges, or, as he calls Uiem, 
fruits of friendship; and, indeed, there is 
no ob jec t nf mora ity which has been bet-
ter handled and more exhausted than this. 
Among the several fine things which have 
Deen spoken of it, I shall beg leave to quote 
wme out of a very ancient author, whose 
bTOk would be regarded by our modem 
wits as one of the most shining tracts of mo-
rality that is extsnt, if it appeared uixier 
A e name of a Confudus, or ot aiiv celebrated 
Grecian philosopher; I nieitn the little 
ap jxry jha l treatise, entitled T h e ^^•isdom 
01 the bon of birach. How finely has he de-
scnbed the a n of making friends, bv an 
obbgmg a i d affable behaviour! and laid 
down that pTxcept which a late excellent 
author has delivered as his own. T h a t we 
sho»i]d have many wcll-wiahcrs, but few 
fnends. 'Swee t language will multiply 
fneniis; and a fair speaking tongue will in-
crease kind greetings. Be in peace with 
many, nevertheless, have but one counsel-
lor of a thousand.'* W i t h what prudence 
does lie caution us in the choice of our 
fnends! And with what strokes of nature 
(t could almost say of humour) has lie de-
scribed the behaviour of a treacherous and 
self interested friend ! ' I f thou wouldest 
get a friend, pro^ e him first, and be not 

• ECCJUJ. VI. s, 6. 
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hastv to credit Wm; for some man is a 
friend for his own occasion, and will not 
abide in the dav of thy trouble. And there 
is a friend who'being turned to enmity and 
btrife, will discover thy reproach. ' Again, 
' Some friend is a companion at the table, 
and will not continue in tlie day of thy af-
fliction: but in thy prosperity he will be as 
thvself, and will be bold over thv servants. 
I f ' t hou be brought low he will be against 
thee, and hide himself from thy face. '* 
W h a t can be more strong and pointed than 
the following verse? ' Separate tlnself 
from thine enemies, and take heed of thy 
frieiwls.' In the next words he Mrticular-
izes one of those fruits of f r i e n d ^ i p which 
is described at length by the two famous 
authors above-mentioned, and falls into a 
general eulogium of friendship, which is 
very just as well as very sublime. ' A faith-
ful friend is a strong defence; and he that 
hath found such a one hath fovind a trea-
sure. Nothing doth countervail a faithful 
friend, and his excellency is invaluable. A 
faithful friend is the medicine of life; and 
they that fear the Lord shall find him. 
Whoso fcareth the Lord shall direct his 
friendship aright; for as he is, so shall his 
neighbour (that is, his friend) be a l s a ' t I 
do not remember to have met with any 
saying that has pleased me more than tha t 
o f ' a friend's being the medicine of life, to 
express the efficacy of friendship in heal-
ing the pains and anguish which naturally 
deave to our existence in this world; and, 
am wonderf(tlly pleased with the tiim in 
the last sentence, that a \-irtuous man shall 
as a blessing meet with a friend who is as 
virtuous as himself. T h e r e i» another saying 
in the sameauthor, which would have been 
ver>- much admired in a heathen writer: 
' Forsake not an old friend, for the new is 
not comparable to him; a new friend is as 
new wine; when it is old thou shah drink 
it with pleasure. ' ! Wi th what strength of 
allusion, and force of thooeht has he de-
scribed the breaches and violations of 
friendship?—' Whoso casteth a stone at 
the birds fraveth them awav; and he that 
vipbraideth his friend, breaketh friendship. 
'1 hough thou drawest a sword at a friend, 
yet despair not, for there mav be a return-
ing to favour. If thou hast opened thy 
mouth againi^t thv friend, fear not, for there 
may be a reconciliation; except tor op-
braiding, or pride, or disclosing of secrets, 
or a treaclierous wound ; for, for. these 
things every friend will depart. '5 W e may 
observe in this and several other precepts 
in this author, those little femiliar instances 
and illustrations which arc so much ad-
mired in the moral writings of Horace and 
Epictetus. T h e r e are very beautiful in-
stances of this nature in the following pas-
sages, which are likewise written upon the 
same subject: ' Whoso discovereth secrets 

loscth his credit, and shall never find a 
friend to his mind. Love thy friend, and 
be faithful unto him; but if thou bewrayeth 
his sccrets, follow no more after h im; for as 
a man hath destroved his enemy, so hast 
thou lost the love of thy friend; as one that 
letteth a b in! go cut of his hand, so hast 
thcu let thv friend go, and «hall not get him 
again: follow after him no more, for he is 
too far off; he is as a ro t escaped out of the 
snare. As for a wound it may be bound up, 
and after reviling there may be a recon-
ciliation; but he that bewrayeth secrets, is 
without hope.'" 

Among the several qualifications of a 
sood friend, this wise man has very justly 
singled cut constancy and faithfoiness as 
the principal: to these, others have a d d ^ 
virtue, knowledge, discretion, equality in 
age and foimne, and as Cicero calls i t . Ma-
Turn comiiat, ' a pleasantness of temper. 
If I were to give mv opinion upon such an 
exhausted subject , ' ! should join to these 
other qualifications, a certtun equability or 
evenness of behaviour. A man often con-
tracts a friendship with one whom perhaps 
be docs net find out Ull after a year s con-
versation; when on a sudden some latent 
ill-humour breaks out upon him, which he 
nerer discovered or suspected at his first 
entering into an intimacy with him. T h e r e 
are several persons who in some cerMin 
periods of their lives are inexpressibly 
asrreeable, and in others a» odious and de-
testable. Martial has gi*en us a very 
pretty picture of one of this species in the 
fbllowing epigram: 

Difficilifl, ftirilia. Junmdus, w r̂biiB ea Mem, 
i K u m pi>8»4jra v iwp^, iwc s ine le—F.pig- xW-

I n all t h v h u m o u n . whe the r g rave or mallow', 
Tbou ' r t such a lourhy, i w t f . p l e i f s n t f r l l o w ; 
H a s t to much wi l , i n d rainh, ai"l splf^n a b o u t Ibee, 
T h e r e is n o t iv ing w i t h t l »* . n o t w i i h o u l thee. 
It is very unlocky for a man to be entan-

gled in afi iendship with one, who, by these 
changes and vicissitudes of humour, is some-
times amiable, and sometimes odious; and 
as most men are a t sometimes in an admi-
rable f rame and dispoationof mind, it should 
be one of the greatest tasks of wisdom to 
keep ourselves well when we are so, and 
never to go out of that which is tlie agree-
able part of onr character. C. 

• E c d u s . v i . 7.MBe(in. t I b i d . r i . 15—!8. t 't'iiJ 
iX 10. J I b l d . i i i i . 20 .31. 
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N a 69.] Saturday, May 19, 1711-
Hie s e s f ^ t ^ illic v c n i u n t feliciiis t iv« ; 
\ r hn re i firtiii! alitii. a lqu« inj i i rea »(rp»ciint 

O r i m i n l . N o n n f vides, croceoi iit T m n l m 0<l«ie«, 
Ind ia m i n i t ebur, m o U « su» S a h e l t 
A i Chalybrn nurtl f - r r um, v j rnsaque P o n t u s 
C8Bior»a, B i s d u i n pafin®* E f i r u s es ' i acum 1 
C o n t i n u o h a s l e p s . » t e n i a t i u e f i e d e T a « n i s . 
ImpMui t BMura tocis Vilt. 
This e /ound w i i b Bac thus , t h a t w i t h O r e s stilts | 
T h e o ther l o a d s t h e t r e o s w i i l i h a p p y f t i i i l i ! ; 
A four th w f i h p a W i uobidd^'n. decks this ^ i i n d ; 
T h u s TiooluK is w i th yel low saffron c r o w n ' d ; 
Intlia black ebon a n d wh i t e i V r y b e a r a ; 
A n t son idu tne weeps her od ' rou t t ea r s : 

I E a l u s - W-
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Thua Pon lus ppnia her b e O T f i r i l a n n from ftri 
And nnhtHi Spenia ida irmp>r Mrel f n r w a r 
Ep i ru s for F.lean char io l brpfijn 
^ n hop^s nf a race o r r i i n n i n ^ itowTs, 
JTua is Ih' oriei i ial co i i l rac i ; i b w ttio l a w i 
I in ;«s 'd b j na ture , a n d by a a i u r c ' s cause .—Dryrfra . 

THERE is no place in the town which I 
so much love to frequent as the Royal E x -
change. It gives me a secret satisfaction, 
and in some measure gratifies my vanity, as 
I am an F.nglishman, to see so rich an as-
sembly of countrymen and foreigners, con-
sulting together upon the ptivate business 
of mankind, and maJting this metropnlis a 
kind of emporium for the whole earth. I 
must confess I look upon high Change to be 
a ^ a t cotmcil, in which 'all considerable 
nations have their representatives. Factors 
in the trading world are what ambassadors 
arc m the politic world; they negotiate af-
f a i r s conclude treaties, andmaintwn a good 
correspondence between those wealthy so-
cieties of men tha t are divided from one 
another by seas and oceans, or live on the 
different extremities of a continent I have 
often been pleased to hear disputes adjusted 
between an inhabitant of Japan and an al-
derman of London, or to see a subject of the 
Cireat M<«tj1 entering into a league with 
one of the Czarof Muscovv, I am'infinitely 
delighted in mixing with tliese several mi-
nisters of commerce, as thev are distin-
guished bv their different w a i t s and differ-
ent languages. Sometimes I am Jostled 
among a body of Armenians; sometimes I 
am tost in a crowd of Jews; and sometimes 
>"ake one in a group of Dutchmen. I am 
a Dane, Swede, or Frenchman, at different 
times; or ra ther fancv myself like the old 
philosopher, who upon being asked what 
countryman he was, replied, that he was a 
a t izen of the world. 

"Though I \ 'ery fi-equentlv visit this busy 
multitude of people, I am known to nobody 
there but my friend Sir Andrew, who often 
smiles upon mc as he sees me bustling in 
the crowd, but at th£ same time connives 
at my presence without taking fur ther no-
tice of me. T h e r e is indeed a merchant of 
Eg>'pt, who just knows me by sight, having 
formerly remitted m e some money to Grand 
Cairo: but as I am not versed in the modem 
Coptic, our conferences go no fu r the r than 
a bow and a m m a c e . 

This grand scene of business gives m e a n 
infinite variety of solid and substantial en-
tertiunments. As I am a great lover of 
mankind, mv heart natui-allv overflows with 
pleasure at the sight of a pr.ispemus and 
nappy multitude, insomuch that at manv 
pub ic solemnities I cannot forbear c x p r e s ^ 
ing my joy with tears that have stolen down 
mv c h ^ k s . For this reason I am wonder-
ful];!/' delighted to see such a body of men 
thriving in their own private fortunes, and 
nt the same time promoting the public 
stock; or, in other words, raising estates 
for their own families, by bringing into 
their country whatever is wanting, and 
carr>'m6 o f w h a t e v e r is superfluous. 

Na tu re seems to have taken a particular 
care to disseminate her blessings among the 
different regions of the world, with an eve 
to this mutual intercourse and traffic among 
mankind, that the natives of the several 
parts of the globe might have a kind of de-
]>cndence npon one another, and be united 
together by their common interest. Almost 
every degree produces something peculiar 
to It, iT ie food often grows in one country 
and the sauce in another. T h e fruits of 
Portugal are corrected by the products of 
iJarbadoes, and the infusion of a China 
plant IS swcetene<i with the pith of an Ir>-
dian cane. T h e Philippine islands give a 
fiavrur to the EuropcanViwls. T h e single 
dress of a womin of^guality is often the pro-
ducts of a hundred climates. T h e m u f f e d 
the fan come together from the different 
ends of the earth. T h e scarf is sent f rom 
the torrid zone, and the t ippet from beneath 
the pole. T h e brocade petticoat rises out 
of t hemmes of Peru, and the diamond neck-
lace out of the bowels of Indnstan. 

If we consider nur own conntrj- in its na-
tunU prospect, without anv of the benefits 
and advantages rf commerce, what a bar-
ren uncomfortable s p ^ of earth falls to ovir 
share! Natural historians tell us, that no 
truit grows rri i tallv among us, besides 
hips and haws, acorns and pig-nuts, with 
other dclicacies of the like nature; that our 
d imate of itself, and without the assistance 
ot m , can make no far ther advances to-
wards a plum, than to a sloe, and carries 
an apple to no greater perfection than a 
crabj that our melons, our peaches, our 
ngs, our apricots, and cherries, are stran-
gers among us, imported in different ages 
and naturalized in ru r English gardens; and 
tha t they would all degenerate and fall awar 
into the trash of our own c.untn- , if they 
were wholly neglected by the planter, and 
left to t ^ mercy of r.ur s\m and soil. Kor 
has traffic more enriched our vegetable 
worirt, than it has impi-oved the whole face 
of nature among us. Our ships are laden 
with the han 'es t of everv climate. Our 
tables arc stored with spices, and oils, and 
win^ . Our rooms arc filled with pyramids 
of China, and adorned with the workman-
ship of Japan. Our morning's draught 
comes to us from the remote^ comers of 
the earth. repair our bodies by the 
drugs of America, and renose ourselves un-
der Indian canopies. Mv friend Sir An-
drew, calls the vine^anls cf Fraiioe our 
Sardensj the spice-islands, cur hot-beds; 
w e Persians, our silk-weavers, and the 
Chinese, our potteis. Nature indeed fur-
nishes us with the bare necessaries of life, 
hut traffic gives us a great variety of what 
IS useful, and at the same time supplies us 
with every thing that is convenient and or-
namental. Nor is it the least par t of this 
our happiness, that whilst we enjoy the re-
m o t ^ products of the north and south, we 
are free from those extremities of weather 
which give them birth; that « i r eyes are 
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refreshed witli the green fields of Britain, 
at the same time that our palates are feasted 
with fruits that lise between the tropics. 

For these reasons there are not more use-
ful members in a commonwealth than mer-

plicity of thniu;lit, above that w h k h I call 
the Ciothic manner of writinfc, than this— 
that the first pleases all kinds of palates, 
and the latter only such as have formed to 
themselves a wrong artificial taste upon lit-

chants Thev knit mankind together in a ! tie fanciful authors and wnters of e p i f ^ m s . 
mutual intercourse of good offices, distri-: Homer, Virgil, or Milton, so far as the lan-
bute tlie eifi^s of nature, find work for the guage of their poems is understood, will 

. . -L 1 ; o •.Q-iylo,-^f T\L-\IT\ rf-nmmn.n sen V . w h o rr, add wealth to the rich, and magni-
iicc to the great Our English mer-

chant converts the tin of his own country 
into gold, and exchanges its wool for rubies. 
T h e Mahometans are clothed in our Bri-
tish manufacture, and the inhabitants of the 
frozen zone warmed with the fleeces of our 
sheep. 

\Vhen 1 have been upon the Change, I 
have often fancied one of our old kings 
standing in person, where Ls represented in 
effigy, and looking down upon the wealthy 
concourse of people with which that place 
is everj- day filled In this case, how would 
he be surprised to hear all the l a n ^ a g e s of 
E u n ^ spoken in this little spot of his former 
dominions, and to see so many private men, 
who in bis time would have been the vas-
sals of some powerful baron, negotiating 
like princes for greater sums of money than 
wei-e formerW W be met with in the royal 
treasury! Trade , .without enlarging the 
British territories, has given us a Kind of 
additional empire. I t has multiplied the 
number of the rich, made our landed estates 
infinitely more valuable than they were for-
merly, and added to them an accession of 
other estates as valuable as the lands them-
selves. 

No. r a ] Monday, May 2!, 1711., 
iDtvrdum TifliQs r ec tum videt 

flor. Lib. ii. F-p.«. 6 1 
Somei imet thi* l u l ^ a r »ee «nd judge a r igh t , 

WHES I travelled, I took a particular 
delight in hearing the songs and fables that 
are come from father to sun, and are most 
in vogue among the ccmmon people of the 
countries through which I passed; for it is 
impossible that any thing should beuniver-

please a reader of plain common sense, who 
would neither relish nor comprehend an 
epigram of Martial, or a poem of Cowley; 
so, on the contrarv, an ordinary song or 
ballad, that is the 'delight of the common 
people, cannot fail to please all such rea-
ders as are not unqualified for the entertain-
ment bv their affectation or ignorance; and 
the reason is plain, because the same ]>aint-
ings of nature, which recommend it to the 
most ordinary reader, will appear beauti-
ful tn the most refined. 

T h e old song of Chevy-Chase is the fa-
vourite bailad of the common people of 
England, and Ben Jonson used to say, he 
had radier have been the author of it than 
of all his works. Sir Philip Sidney, in his 
discourse of poetry, speaks of it in the fol-
lowing words: ' I never heard the old song 
of Percy and Douglas, that I fi-und not my 
heart more move3 than with a tn impct ; 
and yet it is sung by some blind crowder 
with no rougher voice than rude stvle, 
which being so evil apparelled in the dust 
and of that uncivil age, what would 
it work trimmed in the gorgeous eloquence 
of Pindar?* For my own part, I am so pro-
fessed an admirer of this antiquated song, 
that I shall give my reader a critique 
upon it, without any fur ther apology for so 
doing. • 

T h e greatest modem critics have laid it 
down as a rule, that an herrac poem should 
be founded upon' some important precept 
of morality, adapted to the constitution of 
the countrv in which the poet writes. 
Homer and'Virgil have formed their plans 
in this view, As (Jreece was a collection 
of many go^'emments, who suffered very 
much aniong themselves and gave the 
Persian emperor, who was their common« 
enemy, many advant.-^es over them by 
their mutual jealousies and animosities. salfv tasted and approved bv a multitude, 

though they are only the rabble of a nation, 1 Homer, in order to establish amfmg them 
which hath not in it some peculiar aptness a union whicli was so necessan- for their 
to please and gratify the mind of man. 
Human nature is the same in all reasona-
ble creatures; and whatever falls in with 
it, will meet with admirers amongst rea-
ders of all qualities and conditions. Mo-
liere, as we are told by Monsieur Bcaleau, 
used to read all his comedies to an old wo-
man who was his house-keeper, as she sat 
with him at her work by the chimney-cor-
ner; and could foretel the success of his 
play in the theatre, from the reception it 
met with at his fire-sider for he tells «s the 
audience always followed the old woman, 
and never failed to laugh in the same place. 

I know nothing which more shows the 
essential and inherent perfection of sim-

safety, grounds his poem upon the discords 
of the several Grecian princes who were 
engaged in a confederacy against an Asiatic 
prince, and the several advantages which 
the enemy gained bv such discords. At the 
time the poem we are now treating of was 
written, the disscnsicns of the barons, 
who were then so many petty princes, ran 
very high, whether thev quarrelled among 
themselves, or with their neigWwurs, and 

• Mr. Addinon a w i r e i b u the old song m 
jtiuoJi sdmired by Sir Phi l ip Si i lnfy »nd (ten Jonsnn , 
•wa« noi tbs n a m ' a " t ha t -wh ich t * 
<riiiciBM. end wl i ic i , in Dr. P r c y ' i opinion, e a n n o t bo 
e lder l()>n t h e linie of E l i z abe th ; ami w a s probably 
-writ ten a f l e r t h e e a l o g i u n of Sir Ph i l ip S idney , or in 
«oa9equeae« of i t . 
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produced unspeakable calamities to the 
country, T h e poet, todeter men from such 
unnatural contentions, describes a bloody-
battle and dreadful scene of death, occa-
sioned bv the mutual feuds which reigned 
in the families of an English and Scotch 
nobleman. Tha t he derfgncd this for the 
instruction of his poem, we mav learn 
from his four last lines, in which, after the 
example of the modem tragedians, he 
draws from it a precept for the benefit of 
his readers: 

' G o d saTc t h e h i n ? , a n d bloss t b e l a n d 
I s p len ty , j o y . anri peuce ; 

A n d ( r a m hpni>>l&rth >kat foul d e b a t e 
T w i l l n o b l e m e n m a y cease . ' 

T h e next point observed by the greatest 
heroic poets, hath been to celebrate per-
sons and actions which do honour to their 
cwntry: thus Virgil's hero was the founder 
of Rome, Homer's a prinw of Greece; and 
for this reason Valerius Flaccus and Sta-
tius, who were both Romans, might be 
justly derided for having chosen the expe-
dition of the Golden Fleece, and the wars 
of Thebes, for the subjects of their epic 
writings. 

T h e poet before us has not only found 
out an hero i j his own country, but raises 
the reputation of it bv several "beautiful in-
cidents. The English are the first who 
take the field, and the last who ouit it. 
T h e Eaglish bring cjily fifteen hundred to 
the battJe, the Scotch two thousand. T h e 
English keep the field with fifty-three; the 
Scotch retire with fifty-five: all the rest on 
each side being slain in battle. But the 
most remarkable circumstance of this kind 
IS the different manner in which the Scotch 
and English kings receive the news of this 
fight, and of the great men's deaths who 
commanded in it: 

* T h i 8 n e w s w « a b r o u s h r t « G d i n b u r s b , 
W b e r e S c o t l a a d ' s k i n f did r e i f n , 

' I > a i b r a r e E a r l D o u s l a a s u d d e n l y , 
W a a wiLb a n a r r o w s l a i o . 

* 0 h e a T y a e i r a . k i n s J a m u d i d s a y , 
S c o t l a o d c a n w i t n e s s be, 

I b a v e n o t a n y cApt&in m o r e 
Of fluch a c c o u n t a s bd. 

• L i k e t i d i n e s t o Kina; H e n ^ e a i a a 
W i t h i n a s sbnrc a space . 

T h a i Pe rcy of N o r t h u m ber land 
W a j s l a i n a t C h e v y - C h a s e . 

• N o w C o d be w i t h h i m , s a i d o u r k i o r 
S i t h t w i l l n o b e l t e r be. 

J t r u s t r h a v e w i t h i n ray r e a l m 
F i v e bi^ndred good as ! « . 

• T e l shal l HM Scot n o r Sco<land s«» . 
B u t I w i i i T « n ? f a n c e t a k e . 

A n d he r e v e i g e j o n thero all 
F o r fcrave L o r d Percy-« s a k e . 

• T U t TOW ful l wpii iiw k i n . pe r fo rm-d 
A f t e r i>n H n m b l e . d o w n , 

ID o n e d a y fifty k n i g h t s were a l a i n 
W i t h lords of g r e a t r e n o w n . 

* A n d o f t b e re«l o f sma l l a c c o u n t 
Did m a n y t h o u a a n d a lUe/ 4 c . 

At the same time that our poet shows a 
laudable partiality to his countrymen, he 
represents the Scots after a manner not un-
becoming so bold and brave a people. 

' E-irl l )0 i i t l a« on a milk-while Bleed, 
M«ist l ike a b a r ^ n holil, 

Rivie fo t ^moM o f t b e c o m w t n v , 
Wtkoae a r n o u r s h o n e l ike gold, ' 

His sentiments and actions are everv way 
suitable to an hero. One of us two", says 
he, must die. I am an earl as well as 
yourself, so that you can have no pretence 
for refusing the combat: however, says he, 
it is pity, and indeed would be a sin, that 
so many innocent men should perish for our 
sakes; rather let you and I end our quarrel 
in single fight: 

^ E r e t h u s I wil l o u t . h r a v e d be, 
O n e o f <11 t w o sha l l d i e ; 

1 k n o w thee well , a n ea r l t h o u a r t . 
L o r d Farcy , s o a m I . 

• B u t t r u s t me, Percy , p i ty i t w e r e . 
A n d e i e a l o tKnce. t o k i l l 

Ail y o f t heae o u r b a r m l e s a m e n . 
F o r t b e y h a v e d o n e n o i l l . 

' L e t t h o u a n d I t h e b a t t l e t r y . 
A n d set o u r m.*n a s i d e ; 

A r c u r i e d be he . Lord P e r c y sa id . 
By w h o m ic is d e n y ' d . ' 

When these brave men had distinguish-
ed themselves in the battle, and in single 
combat with each other, in the midst of a 
frenerous parley, full of heroic sentiments, 
the Scotch eari falls; and with his dving 
words encourages his men to revenge' hi's 
death, representing to them, as the most 
hitter circumstance of it, that his rival saw 
him fall: 

' i h a l there c a m e a n a t r o w k e e n 
f m i of a n E n i l i a h h o w . 

W h i c h t l r u r k E a r l Doiipjlaa lo t h e h e a r t 
A ^ p a n d deadly b l o w . 

' W h o n e v e r epoke m o r e w o r d s t h a n t h e s e 
F i B h t o n m y m e r r y - m e n a l l . ' 

F o r w h y , m y l i fe ts a l a n e n d . 
L o r d P e r c y sees m y f a l l , ' 

Men'y-men in the language of those times, 
is no more than a cheerfiii word for com-
panions and fellow-soldiers. A passage in 
the eleventh book of Virgil's iEneid is ver>-
much to be admired, where Camilla, in 
her last ^ ^ e s , instead of weejiing over 
the wound she had received, as one might 
have expected from a warrior of her sex, 
considers only (like the hero of whom we 
are now spewing) how the battle should 
be continued after her death: 

T n m sic e x p i r a n s Accam e j p q u e l i b i i s u n a m 
Al lo i j t i i t u r ; Sda a n i e a l i a s quie sola r a m m l l l e , 
Q u i c u m p a r t i r i r i i r a s ; a w j u e h e c i t a ftlur: 
H a c t e n u s . A r e a soror . p n i u l ; n u n c v u l n u s a c e r b u m 
Conf ic i t . e l i e n e b r i s u jexeac i jn i o m n i a c t r c u m ; 
Ef f l iM, et t u t c T v m o m a n r l a i a nr tv ias ima perfcr -
Siiccedat p i i g n e ; T r n j a n n s q u e a r cca t u r h e : 
J a m q u e v a l e . g j ) 

A e a t h e r i n e m i n o'etclou/Ts horcheerf^ i l e y e s ; 
A n d f r o m her cheeks t h e ri>sv eo lnur Dies. 
T h e n t u r n s t o he r , w h o m of b e r f cmate i r a i n . 
She t r u s t e d m o s t , a n d t h u « she s p e a k s w i t h p a i n ; 
Acca , ' f i r p a s t I h e K w t m s before m y a i«ht , 
I n e x o r a b l e d e a t h ; a n d c l a i m s h i s r i s h t . 
B e a r mv l a s t w o r d s 10 T u r n u s : fly w i t h speed, 
A n d bid h i m t i m e l y to m y c h a r g e succeed. 
Hepel t b e T r o j a n s , a n d t h e t o w n rel ieva -
F a r e w e l l 

Tumus did not die in so heroic a man-
ner ; though our poet seems to have had 
his eye upon Tumus's speech in the last 
v e r s e : 
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• L o r d Fe rey K e t m y fa l l * 
^Vicigti, e t v l e t u m tendopfl p a l m a s 

A u M R i i v idere ^i** 

T h s L a t i a n eh iefs h a v s a w n m e beg m y l l fc . 
I>Tyd4%. 

Earl Percy's lamentation over his cnemv 
is generous, beautiful, and passionate; I 
must only caution the reader not to let the 
amplicity of the s tyk, which one may well 
parrion in so old a poet, prejudice him 
i ^ n s t the greatness of the thought; 

• T h e n I f a T i n s l i f r , E « r l pprcy l o o k 
Ti le doarl m a n b y l i te b a n d . 

A n d sa id , Dar t D o u j l a a , for Ihy l i fe 
W o u k l 1 h a v e lost m y l and . 

• O Chr ia t , m y rerj h e a t ! d o t h bleed 
W i l b a o r r o w fo r t h y a a k e : 

F o r Hire a more renoivDeil k n i g b c 
U i s c b a n c e d i d n e v e r t a k e . ' 

T h e beautiful line, ' Taking the dead nian 
bv the hand," will put the reader in mind 
of ^ n e a s ' s behaviour toward Lausus, whom 
he himself had sWn as b e c a m e to the res-
cue of his aged father: 

A< Tero u t •niKura v i d i t moricnt iB, e t o r a , 
Oiia modia A n : b i 9 i a d e a p a l l f D t i a m i r i s ; 
b t F e m u i l . m i e e r a o ^ e r a v H e r , d e x t f a t a g n e teierndtt . 

T h e p ioua I»STI(* belield y o u n e Laumia d e a d ; 
He g r i ev 'd , h e w e p t . l b e « g ra sp 'd b i s b a n d , a n d t a i a , 

4tc. Dn/deK. 
I shall teke another opportunity to 

a d e r the other parts of this old song. C. 

No. 71.] Tuesday, May 22, 1711. 
S c r i b e r e j u M i t a m o r . Omi. Ep . I t . 10. 

L o v e bade m e w r i t e . 
THE entire conquest of our passions is 

to difficult a work, that they who despair 
of it should think of a le-ss difficult task, 
and only attempt to regiilate them, But 
there is a third thing which may contribute 
not only to the ease, but also to the plea-
sure of our life; and that is refining our pas-
sions to a greater elegance than we receive 
them from nature. W h e n the passion is 
love, this work is performed in innocent, 
though rude and uncultivated minds, by 
the mere force and dignity of the object. 
"ITiere are forms which naturally create 
respect in the beholders, and at once in-
flame and chastise the imagination. Such 
an impression as this ^ves an immediate 
ambition to deserve, in order to please. 
T h i s cause and effect are. beautifilly de-
cribed bv Mr. Dry den in the fable of Cy-
mon and Iphigenia. After he has repre-
sented Cymon so stupid, that 

• He whlaUed a s be w e n t for w a s t of i l o u g l i t 

he makes him fall into the fnllowin,(; scene, 
and shows its influence upon him so excel-
lently, that it appears as natural as won-
derful: 

* I t bappen 'd MI a Bununer'S ho l iday . 
T h a t t o t h e d r c n w o o d - i h a d o be t o o k b i i w a y ; 
H I i quan^ r - s ca l f , w h i c h h e coiild n e ' e r f o r s a k e . 
H o a j iiBlCbefota, a o d b a i / b e h i n d bia b«ck, 

H e t r u d t ' d a l o n g , u n k n o w i o g t v b a i b e Bnii;l i t . 
.4nd Wilis t ied a s h e w e n t for w a n t uf t b o u g h t . 

' By c h a n c e coni iue led , or b y t h i r s t cona t ra iD 'd , 
T l ie deep «f t h e g rove g a m ' d j 
W h e r e in a p l a i n , rtcfrnded by t h e wood , 
Cr»pit i b r o i i j h t h e m a i l e d f r a s t a c h r v s t s l good . 
By wh ich a n a l a h a a t e r f o u n l a i n s t o o d ; 
Asirt on Uie m a f j i n of t h e f o u n t w a s la id 
(Allcndert hy h e r iriaves) a s leeping m a i d , 
L i k e Diai i a n S h e r nynipl is , w h e n t i r ' d w i l b s p o r t . 
T o rest by cool E u r o i a s t l iey r e s o r t ; 
T h e d a m e tv-rself t h e eoddesa wel l e i p i e s s ' d , 
N o t more d i s l in i ru i sb 'd by h e r pu rp le ves t , 
T h a n by t h e c h a t m i i i g fcatuto! of be t face . 
A n d e 'en ID s l u m b e r a eape r io r ([race; 
H e r comely l imha compoa 'd w i t h decen t c a r e . 
H e r body shaded w i t h a a l i g b c c y m a r ; 
H e r boBom t o t h e v i e w w a a o n l y b a r e : 
T h e f a n n i n g w i n d npon h e r boanm b l o w a ; 
T o mee t t h e f a n n i n g w i n d h e r b o a o m r o a e ; 
T h e f a n o i n i w i n d a n d p u r l i n g s t r e a m s c o n U o u e h e r 

n^pose. 

* T h e ftol o f n a t u r e s tood w i t h s tup id eyea . 
A n d t a p i n g m o u t h tJ ial t es t lO ' 'd s u r p r i s e ; 
F i n d OB h e r !»<«, nor could remove hia a igbl , 
N e w a s be wa& t o love, a o d n o v i c e in d e l i g h t : 
LOUK m u t e be s tood , a n d l e a n i n g on hia s taf f , 
H i s w o n d e r w i l n e a s ' d w i t h a n id io t l » u * h ; 
T h e n w o u l d h a v e spoke, b u t by h i s f i l i i n m ' n a g a r n a s 
F i r s t f o u n d b i s w a n t of w o r d s , a n d fea r 'd o f l eoce ; 
Doubted for w h a t be w a a he should be k n o w n , 
By b i s c l o w n - a c t e n t a n d h ia c o u n t r y - t o n e . ' 

But lest this fine description should be 
excepted against, as the creation of that 
great master Mr. Dryden, and not an ac-
count of what has really ever hap i^ned in 
the world, I shall give you. verbatim, the 
epistle of an enamoured footman in the 
country to his mistress. The i r surnames 
shall not be inserted, because their passions 
demand a greater respect than is due to 
their quality. James is serv ant m a great 
family, anil Elizabeth waits upon the 
daughter of one as numemus, some miles 
off her lover. James, before he beheld 
^ t t y , was vain of his strength, a rough 
wrestler, and quarrelsome cudgel-player; 
Betty apublic dancer at May-i»Ies, a r o m p 
at stool^all; he always folTowing idle wo-
men, she playing among the peasants: he a 
country bully, she a country- coquette. But 
love has maSe her constantly in her mis-
tress's chamber, where the young lady 
gratifies a secret passicm of her own, b^ 
making Betty talk of James; and James is 
become a constant w a t e r near hismaster 's 
apartment, in reading, as well as he can, 
romances. I cannot learn who Molly is, 
who it seems wai ted ten miles to carry the 
angry message, which gave occasion to 
what follows: 

•May 14, 1711. 
• M * DEAR BF.TTY,—Remember your 

bleeding lover, who lies bleeding at the 
wounds Cupid made with the arrows he 
lx)rrowed at the eyes of Venus, which is 
your sweet person, 

• Nay more, with the token you sent me 
for my love and service offered to your 
sweet person; which was your base re-
spects to mv ill conditions; when, alas! 
there is no ill conditions in me, but ijuite 
contrary; all love, and purity, especially 
to your sweet person; but aU this I take as 
a jest. 

'Bu t the sad and dismal news wbica 
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Mollv brought me stnick me to the heart, 
which was, it seems, and is, ymir ill con-
ditions for my love and respects to you, 

' For she told me, if I came forty times 
to you, you would not speak with me, 
which words 1 am sure is a rreat grief 
to me. 

' Now, my dear, if I may not be permit-
ted to your sweet company, and to tave 
the happiness of speaking with your sweet 
person, 1 beg the favour of you to accept 
of this my secret mind and thoughts, which 
hath so long lodged in ray breast, the which 
if you do not accept, I believe will go nigh 
to break mv h e a r t 

' For, indeed, my dear, I love you above 
all the beauties I ever saw in my life. 

' T h e young gentleman, and my master's 
daughter, the Londoner that is come down 
to marry her, sat in the arbour most part 
of last mgh t Oh, dear Betty, must the 
nightingales sing to those who marry for 
TOonev, and not to us true lovers! Oh, my 
dear Betty, that we could meet this night 
where we used to do in the wood! 

' Now, my dear, if I may not have the 
blessing of kissing your sweet lips, I beg I 
may have the happiness of kissing your 
fair hand, with a few lines from your dear 
self, presented by whom you please or 
think h t 1 believe, if time would permit 
me, I could write all day; but the time be-
ing short, and paper little, no more from 
your never failing over till death, 

• J . \ M E S 

that I cannot think you are in earnest 
But the ceitaintv given me in vour mes-
sage by Molly, that you do not love me, is 
what robs me of all comfort. She says you 
will not see mc: if you can have so much 
cnieltv, at least write to me, that I may 
kiss Uie impression made by your fair 
hand. I love you above all things, and, in 
mv condition, what you look upon with in-
difFerence is to me the most exquisite plea-
sure or pain. Our voung ladv and a fine 
«n t l eman from London, who are to marry 
for mercenary ends, walk about our gar-
dens, and hear the voice of evenmg night-
ingales, as if for fashion sake they courted 
those solitudes, because thev have heard 
lovers do so. Oh, Bettv! coulS I hear those 
nmle t s murmur, and birds sing, while you 
stood near me, how little sensible should I 
be that we arc both servants, that there is 
a n y t h i n g o n e a r t h a b o v e u s ! Oh! 1 could 
write to vou as long as I love vou, till 
death itself. JAMES. ' 

N. B. By the words ill crnditions, James 
means, in a woman coquetry, in a roan in-
constancy. K. 

Poor James! ^nce his time and paper 
were so short, I that have more than I can 
u ^ well of both, will put the sentiments of 
this kind letter (the stvle of which seems 
to be confused with scraps h e had got in 
hearing and reading what he did not un-
derstand) into what he meant to express. 

'DEAR CREATUHK,—Can you then ne-
glect him who has f o i ^ all his recrea-
Uons and enjoyments to pine away his life 
m thinking of VOU? When I do so, you ftf^ 
pear more amiable to me than Venus does 
m the most beautiful description that ever 
was made of her. All this kindness vou 
return with an accusation, that I do not 
love your but the contrary is so manifest, 

. wr iwr o f i h i s l n T i n c f p i s l l e w a s JSIUM Hirs t 
S K m m 10 the Hon. Edward W o n i p y . f M . In de 

of l a t e r e w his him 

^ > h » a n , snd m ils n f a d k .pt oTie of his maMer's. 
. " J ? ? " l l ^ ^ r r o r V had cnmmilted, and 

w l n m e d lo r m i ^ ii. but i t wag loo l a t e : t lx to 
»liicli met Mt. W o r t i e j ' s eye, and 

fc-bad inrtulKil his ciiri.«ity in reading the Mthe t ic 
e f fu . ,™ of h i , love-lorn fooiBiM. J a i c . b e ^ w 

Jl : " No. J a m e . , " said his m . - t e r ^ o u 

th-'sJ^fafoT" 
. v ^ t T ' " " " h . ^ c c e e d e d in convincinz Betty 
m a t bfi hsd no ••ill conditions." and obtained 6e> 
cOLsent to m a r r y h . m : th» niarriase, however, was nn-
f o n j n i t e l y prrvpnted by her wdden dea th ; and J i m e . 
who seem* to h a w been a ,ood sort of aool. eoon 
• ^ ^ r i n a m e d her i n t e r . This s l j t e r w a s . most prnba-
Wy, the Molly who tnidged «o many miles to the 
M g w messaga u . i ^ i r ine 

No. 72. ] fferfnefdai/. May 22, 1711. 
Geniis immnrtale manet , m i i l i o « q u c ^ r annov 

Stat f>rtLiaa doraus, e t avi numeranri i r avoriim 
nrg. Onrg. i v . 2 « . 

ITi' immortal line in Hire miecewion re i ras 
The fortiin» of the family r ^ m j i n s 
And grandsires- gramtKina the long l i i t eonta ins . 

hrfin. 
HATISG already given my reader an ac-

count of several extraordinary clubs both 
ancient and modem, I did not design to 
have troubled him with anv more narra-
tives of this nature; but I have latelv re-
ceived information of a club which 1 can 
call neither ancient nor modem, that I 
dare say will be no less surprising to my 
reader than it was to mvself; for which 
reason I shall communicate it to the pub-
lic as one of the greatest curiosities of its 
kind. 

A friend of mine cnmplaining of a trades-
man who is related to him, after having re-
presented him as a verv idle, worthless 
fellow, who neglected his familv, and spent 
most rf his time over a bottle,'told .me, to 
cfinclude his character, that he was a 
member of the Everlasting Chih. So very 
odd a title raised mv curiosity to inquire 
into the nature of a c"lub that had such a 
sounding name; upon which my friend 
gave me the the following account. 

T h e Everlasting Club consists of a hun-
dred members, who divide the whole 
twenty-four hours amon^ them in such a 
manner, that the club sits day and night 
from one end of the year to another; no 
>arty presuming to nse till they are re-
ieved by those who are in course to suc-

ceed them. By this means a member of 
the Everiasting Club never wants compa-
ny; for though he is not upon duty himself. 
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he is sure to find some who arr ; so that if 
he be disp''s<:d to tiike a •whet, a nooning, 
an evening's tlrauglit, or a bottle after 
midnight, he ^ s to tlie club, and iinds a 
kn':t of friends to liis mind. 

I t ix a maxim in tiiis dub, tl>at the stew-
ard never dies; for as tliey succeed «)ne an-
other by wav of rc>tati<in, no man is to quit 
the great elbow-chair which stands at the 
tipper-<fnd of the table, till his successor is 
in readiness to fill it: insomuch that there 
lias not been a tcde vacante in the memory 
of miin. 

This club was institvitcd towards the end 
(or as some of thfra sav, about the middle) 
i)f the civil wars, and continued withnut 
interruption till the time of the threat fire,* 
which burnt them out, and dispersed them 
for several weeks. T h e steward at that 
time maintained his post till lie had like to 
have been blown up with a neighbouring 
house, (wliich was demolished in order to 
stop the fire;) and would not leave the 
chair at last, till he had emptied all the 
bottles n p w the table, and received re-
peated directions from the Club to with-
draw himself. This steward is frequently 
talked of in the club, and looked upon by 
every member of it as a greater man than 
the famous captain mentioned in mv lord 
Clarendon, who was burnt in his ship be-
cause he would not miit it without onlers. 
I t is said, that towarcls the close of 1700, 
bein^ the great year of jubilee, the club 
had it under consideration whether they 
should break up or continue their ses-sion; 
but after many speeches and debates, it 
was at length agreed to sit out the other 
centurv. This rcsolutim was passed in a 
general club neminr contradicentr. 

Having given this short account of the 
instituti-n and continuation of the Ever-
lasting Club, 1 should iiere endeavour to 
sav something of the manners and charac-
t e r of its several members, which I shall 
do according to the best lights I have re-
ceived in this matter. 

I t appears by their books in general, 
that siiicc their first institution, they have 
iTOoked fifty tons of tobacco, drank thirty 
thousand butts of ale, one thousand hogs-
heads of red port, two hundred barrels of 
brandv, and a kildeikin of small beer. 
There has been likewise a great consump-
tion of cards. I t is also said, that they ob-
ser\'e the law in Ben Jonson's cl i ib, | which 
orders the fire to be always kept in {Jocvf 
fierrnnii esto) as well for the convenience 
of lighting their pipes, as to cure the damp-
ness of the club-room. Tliey have an old 
woman in the nature of a vestal, whose 
business it is to cherish and perpetuate the 
fire, which burns from generation to gene-
ration, and has seen the glass-house fires in 
and out above an hundred times. 

T h e Everlasting Club treats all other 

« .\nnr> ififis. 
t Scfl Ihe lAt*^ CVinvivftlfft of Ihis cluh. tn L-ing-

bAiae'B Livcf of LÎ oglKh Poel^ Art. Ben JC>R»OQ. 

clubs with an eye of contempt, and talks 
even of the Kit-Cat and October as of a 
couple of upstarts. The i r ordinary dis-
course, (as much as I have been a1)le to 
learn of it) turns altogether inxm such ad-
ventures as have passed in tfieir own as-
sembly; of members who have taken the 
glass in their turns for a week together, 
without stirring out of the club; of others 
who have smoked an hundred pipes at a 
sitting; of others, who have not missed 
their moniing's draught for twenty years 
together. Sometimes they speak in rap-
tures of a run of ale in kin^ Charles's reigii; 
and sometimes reflect with astonishment 
upon games at whist, which have been mi-
raculously recovered by members of the 
society, when in all human pn-bability the 
case was desperate. 

T h e y delight in several old catches, 
which they sing at all hours, to enccurage 
one another to moisten their clay, and 
grow immortal by drinking; with many 
other edifying exhortations of the like na-
ture. 

T h e r e are four general clubs held in a 
year, at which times they fill up vacan-
cies, appoint waiters, confirm the old fire-
maker , or elect a new one, settle contribu-
tions for coals, pipes, tobacco, and other 
necessaries. 

T h e senior member lias outlived the 
whole club twice over, and has been dnmk 
with the grandfathers of some of the pre-
sent sitting members. C. 

No. 73.] Thurtday, MayH, 1711, 
O H e ! cf n e ! F i r » . 1.32S. 

O g o i b e s s I for nn k « 7 o u spctn. 

IT is very strange to consider, that a 
creature l i t e man, who is sensible of so 
many weaknesses and imperfections, should 
be actuated by a lo^e of fame; that vice 
and ignorance, imperfection and misery, 
should contend for praise, and endeavour 
as much as possible to make themselves 
objects of admiration. 

But notwithstanding man's essential per-
fection is but very little, his comparative 
perfection may be very considerable. If he 
looks uiK>n himself in an abstracted light, 
he has not much to boast of; but if he con-
siders himself with rcgai-d to others, he 
may find occasion of gloryinir, if not in his 
own % irtues, at least in the absence of an-
other's imperfections. This gives a dif-
ferent turn to the reflections of the wise 
man and the fool. T h e first endeavours to 
shine in himself, and the last to outshine 
others. T h e first is humbled bv the sense 
of his own infirmities, tlie last is lifted up 
by the discovery "f those which he obsen'es 
in other men. T h e wise man considers 
what he wants, and the fool what he 
abounds in. T h e wise man is happy when 
he g!uns his own approbation, and the fool 
when he recommcnds himself to the ap-
plause of those about him. 
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But howe\'cr unrcasnnable and absurd 
this passion for admiration may appear in 
such a creature as rnan, it is not wholly to 
be discouraged; since it often produces very 
CTod cfFects, not only as it restrains him 
from doing any thing which is mean and 
contemptible, fejit as it pushes him to ac-
tions which are great and glorious. TTie 
principle may be defective or fadty, but 
the conseqiienct's it produces are so g o ^ , 
that for the benefit ofmankind, it ought not 
to he extinguished. 

It is rfiserved by Cicero, that men of the 
greatest and tlie liifW shining ]>arts are the 
most actuated by ambition; and if we look 
into the two sexes, I believe we shall find 
this principle of action stronger in women 
than in men. 

T h e passion for praise, which is so very 
vehement in the fair sex, produces excef-
lent effects in women of sense, who desire 
to be admired for thirt only which dcsen-es 
admiration; and I think we mav observe, 
without a compliment to them, that many 
of them do not only live in a more nriform 
course of virtue, "but with an infinitely 
greater regard to their honour, than what 
we find in the generality of our own sex. 
How many instances have we of chastity, 
fidelity, devotion! How many ladies distin-
guish themselves by the education of their 
children, care of tlieir families, and love of 
their husbands, whkh are the great quali-
ties and achievements of womankind! as 
the makin^of war, the canyingon of traffic, 
the administration of justice, are those by 
which men grow famous, and get thcn>-
selves a name. 

But as tliis passion for admiration, when 
it works according to reason, improves the 
beautiful part of our species in every thing 
that is laudable? so nothing is more destruc-
tive to them when it is governed by vanity 
and folly. W h a t I have therefore'here to 
sav, only regards the vain part of the sex, 
whom for certain rea-scns, which the render 
will hereafter see at t a^e , I s h ^ distin--
guish by the name of idols. An idol is 
wholly taken up in theadomingof her per-
son. You see in every posture of her body, 
air of her face, and motion of her hea&, 
that it is her business and employment to 
gain adorers. For this reason your idols 
appear in all public places and assemblies, 
in order to seduce men to their worship. 
T h e playhouse is very frequently filled 
with idols; several of them arc carried in 
procession even- evening about the ring, 
and several of them set up their worship 
even in churches. They are to be accosted 
in the language proper to the deity. Life 
and death are in their power: joys of hea-
ven and pdns of hell, are at their disposal; 
paradise is in their, arms, and eternity in 
every moment that- Jon are present with 
them- Raptures, t r^sports , and ecstacies 
are the rewards which thev confcr; sighs 
and tears, prayers and broken heart ' , are 
the offerings which are paid to them. Their 

smiles make mcnhtyipv; their frowns drive 
them to despair. I shall only adtl under 
this head, that Ovid's book cf the An of 
I.nve is a kind of heathen ritnaJ, which 
contains all the forms of worship which are 
made use of to an idol. 

It would be as difficult a task to reckon 
up these different kinds of idols, as Milton's 
was to number those that were known in 
Canaan, and the lands adjoining. Most of 
them are worshipped like Moloch in fires 
and flames. Some of them, like Baal, love 
to see their votaries cut and slashed, and 
sheddiw their bkiod for them. Some of 
them, like the idol in the Apocrj'pha, must 
have treats and collations p r e p a r ^ for 
them every night It has indeed been 
known, that some of them have been used 
by their incensed worshippers like the Chi-
nese idols, who are whipped and scourged 
when they refuse to comply with the pray-
ers that are offered to them. 

I must here observe that those idolaters 
who devote themselves to the idols I am 
here speaking of, differ vcrv much from all 
other kinds of idolaters. For as others fall 
out because they worship different idols, 
these idolaters quan^el bccaase tlvey wor-
ship the same. 

"The intention therefore of the idol is quite-
contrary to the wishes of the idolater: as 
the one desires to confine the idol to him-
self, the whole business and ambition of the 
ether is to multiplv adorers. Tl>is humour 
of an idol is prettily described in a lale of 
Chaucer. Herepresentsoneofthemsitting 
at a table -Mth three of her votaries aljout 
her, who are all of them cour t ly her fa-
voiir, and pas'ing their adorations. She 
smiled upon one, drank to another, and trod 
upon the other's foot which was under the 
t ^ l e . Now which of these tfvree, says the 
old bard, do you think was the fevourite.' 
In troth, says he, not one of all the three. 

The behaviour of this old idol inChanccr, 
p\its me in mind of the Iwautiful Clarinda, 
one of the greatest idols among the modems. 
She is worshipped once a week by candle-
light, in the midst of a large congregation, 
generally called an assembly. Some of the 
^yes t )'ouths in the nation endeavour to 
plant themselves in her eye, while she sit» 
m form with multitudes oY tapers burning 
about her. To encourage the zeal of her 
idolaters, she bestows a mark of her favour 
up™ every one of them, before they go out 
of her presence. Sheasksaqucstionofone, 
tells a story to another, glances an c^le 
upon a thinf, takes a jrinch of snuff from 
the fourth, lets her fan drop by accidcnt to 
give the fifth an occasion of taking it up. 
In short, every one goes away satisfied with 
Ids success, and enconragei to renew his 
devotions on the same caaionical hour that 
day seven-night. 

An idol may be undeified by many acci-
dental causes. M a r r i ^ e m particular is a 
kind of counter-apotheoas, or a deification 
inverted.—Wlwn a man tiecDmes familiar 
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with Ws goddess, she quickly sinks into a 
woman. 

Old age is likewise a ^ a t decayer of 
your idoi. T h e truth of it is, there is not a 
more unhappy beitig than a superannuated 
idol, especially when she has contracted 
such airs and behaviour as are onlv graceful 
when her worshippers are about her . 

Considering therefore that in these and 
many other cases the woman generally out-
lives the ido), I must return to the moral of 
this paper, and desire my fair readers to 
give a proper direction to their passion for 
being admired; in order to which, they 
must endeavour to make themselves the 
objects of a reasonable and lasting admira-
tion. This is not to be hoped for from 
beauty, or dress, or fashion, but from those 
inward ornaments which are not to be de-
faced by time or sickness, and which ap-
pear most amiable to those who are most 
acquainted with them. C. 

No. 74.] Friday, May 25, I H l . 

?endefl l opera in te r rap ta 
Firg. ^n.iY.Sa 

T h e worka onfinisb'd and ce^teetcdUe. 

I s my last Monday's paper I gave some 
general instances of those beautiful strokes 
wiiich please the reader in the old song of 
Chevy-Chase; I shall here, according to 
my promise, be more particular, and show 
that the sentimsnts in that ballad are ex-
tremely natural and poetical, and full of the 
majestic simplicity which we admire in the 
greatest of the ancient poets: for which 
reason I shall quote several passages of it, 
in which the thought is altcgether the same 
•with what we meet in several passages of 
the ®neid ; not that I would infer from 
thence that the poet (whoever he was) 
proposed to himself any imitation of those 
passages, but that he was directed to them 
in genei^ by the same kind of poetical 
genius, and by the same copj-ings after 
nature. 

Had this old song been filled with_ cpi-
grammatical turns and points of wit, it 
might perhaps have pleased the wrong 
taste of^some readers; but it would never 
have become the delight of the common 
people, nor have warmed the heart of Sir 
Philip Sidney like the sound of a trumpet; 
it is only nature that can have this effect, 
and please those tastes which are the most 
unprejudiced, or the most refined. I must 
however beg leave to dissent from so great 
an authoritv as that of Sir Philip Sidney, in 
the judgment which he has passed as to the 
rude stvie and evil apparel of this anti-
quated song; for there are several parts in 
it where not only the thought but the lan-
guage is majestic, and the numbers sonor-
ous; at least the apparel is much more 
gorgeous than roanv of the poets made use 
of in Queen Elizabeth's time, as t he reader 
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will see in several of the following quota-
tions. 

W h a t can be greater than either the 
thought or A e expression in that stanza, 

' To drive tbo deer w i i b bound and born 
Ear l P e r c / look h i t w a j ' ; 

TlH! child may rue t t iai is unborn 
' i lK burn ing of t h a t da j r r 

This way of considering the misfortunes 
which this battle would bring upon pos-
terity, not only on those who were Ijom im-
mediately after the battle, and lost their 
fathers in it, but on those also who perished 
in future battles which took their rise from 
this quarrel of the two earls, is wonderfully 
beautiful, and conformable to the way of 
t h ^ i n g among the ancient poets. 

Audiel pu i^aB viUo p a r e a t u m 
Bara Juvcntu*. J i f ' - Lib. 1. Od. ii. 33. 

Posteri ty, Ib inn 'd h» thei r fa t iwrs ' t r i m e i , 
SlmlJ read, w i t h grief, the s t o r y o f tbear lime*, 

Wliat can be more sounding; and poetical, 
or resemble more the majcstic simplicity of 
the ancicnts, than the following stanzas? 

' T b e atout E a r l of Nor thumber l and 
A TOW t o God did ma)ie, 

Bi< pleasure id tbe Scot t ish woods 
Tbree flunimera* days to t ake . 

' W i t h fifteen hundred Ixiwm&b bold. 
AIJ ehoaon meii of mi^cht, 

^V!lo k n e w ful l w t l l . in l ime of nead 
To a im t l ^ r ihaf la a r igh l . 

• The hounds r a n j w i n i f through t h e w o o i u 
T h e nimble deer to t«k«. 

And w i t h thei r cries Itie bills ana dales 
An ecbo shrill did cnake.' 

Ynca t inirenti c lamors C i t b e r o n , 
Tayge^'Que caoes , domit r ixque Epidagrus equorum: 
£ t Toz a s e n s u nomorum l o g e m i n a t a remugit . 

O a r f . i i l . 43. 
C i t b r r o n loudly calls me t o a j r w a y ; 
T b y hounds, T a ^ e t g s , open, a n d pursue the prey : 
H i s b GpidauTiu urgei on m y speed, 
Fam 'd for bis bills, and for h i s hcraes ' breed: 
From hills and dales Ihe cbeerfljl cries rebound; 
For Ecbo h u n t s a long a n d propagate* UK sound. 

C r f i i M . 

' L o ynnder doth Ear l Douglaa come. 
His men in a i m o u i br iRht ; 

r m i t w e o ' f bundiEd Scot t ish spe&n. 
All march ing in our s ight . 

* All men of pleasant T iv ida le , 
Fas t by the r iver Tweed,* Ac. 

T h e country of the Scotch warriors, de-
scribed in these two last Terses, has a fine 
romantic situation, and affords a couple of 
smooth words for verse. If the reader com-
pares the foregoing a x lines of the song 
with the following Latin verses, he will see 
how much they are written in the spirit of 
Virgil: 

Adrers i campo apii«renC, has fap^ue Teduetis 
P r M e n d u a t l o n n dextr is ; e t spieuia T i ^ a n t > 
auique altum Francsie Tiri, quique arra Gabina 
Junonis, fielidumque Anienem, at roscida rivis 
H e m i c a saza colunf—qui ronea rura Velini. 
Q u i Tetjiee bortfiotes rupes, m o n t a m q u e 8e*erum. 
Cas^rlaniquacolun1.Forulosqu«,et fluioen fiimellc; 
^ i TiberiiQ Kabarimqus tabunt. — 

.a*. li. 604-vii. 6eS, 71S. 

AdvaBcing in a line, tli«7 coiKh thaii spears 
Prene«t« sends a chosen band. 

W>I)i those w h o plow Satuinia's Gabine land : 
Besides th* succours which cold Anicn jnaUa; 
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T h e r o o k i of H'-miciis besides t hand, 
T h a t followed ftom Velinum's lanrf-
Anfl mot in ru ineen tha i from ftpveriis cnme: 
And f rom the. e r a s e r of TeJ r i ca ; 
And those where yellow Tiber laRea his way, 
And where Him»lla 's w a n t o n w s t e r s play; 
Casperia sends h^r a r n n with thoao t h a t lie 
By Fabar is , a n d fruilfid Forul i . Dry i n . 

But to proreed: 
' £ a t l Duuclas on a mill t-white f teed, 

Must lilce a barnn bold. 
Rode IViremoflt of the company, 

W h o w armour shone l ike gold." 
TVjrriis u t antevolann tarduni pr^cessera i a r n t e n , ^ 
Vidis t i , <iuo T u r n m eijuo, quibus i b a t in armia 
Aureua—^—• 

• Our Engl ish a r r h e r i bent t h f i r bowa, 
Thei r hea r t s were good a n d t rue ; 

A l fhe fir*t flight of a r rows sent, 
Ful l ibreeacore ScoU Ihey alew. 

•Thi!y c l u ' d full fesf o n e r ' r y side. 
No slackness there waa found; 

And m a n y a t a l l a n t genl ieman 
L a y ( u p i a i g on the ground. 

' W i t h that there e a m e an a r r o w keen 
Out of an E h s l i a b bow, 

W l i c b struck Ear l D o u j l a s to t h e hea r t . 
A deep and deadly blow,' 

^ n e a s was wounded af ter the same manner 
by an unknown hand in the midst of a pa r -
ley. 

H a s in ter rocea, media in ter l a l i a verba . 
& ! « Tiro s t r idcn i alia al lapaa aag i t i a « » , 
Inee r tum q u a pul ia manu ^ K . xii. 314 
T b u e while he apake, uamindf i i l of defence 
A winged a r r o w a l ruck the pious pr ince; 
But whether f rom a human Aand it rame, 
Or bostlle god, ia lef t u n k n o w n by fyme. J>fy/£cis 

But of all the descriptive par ts of this song, 
there are none more beautiful than the four 
following stanzas, which have a great force 
and spirit in them, and are filled with verv 
natural circumstances. T h e thought in the 
third stanza was never touched by any other 
poet, and is such a one as would have shijied 
m Homer or Virgil: 

So thus did both theae noblM die, 
VV'hoee courage Done could s ta in ; 

An Eo f l i sh archer Tben perceiv'd 
The nobje Ear l w a a alain. 

' H e had a bow ben t in fus hand , 
Marie of a t rus ty t iee. 

A n a r r o w of a cloth-yard lonff 
Un to the head drew he. 

' Aea ins t Pir Hugh Montgomery 
So rifht h i s Bhalt he set . 

T h e rrey-Kooee wiUR t h a t waa thereon 
In his heart-blood w a s we t . 

" T h i s l i e b t did las t f rom break of d a y 
T l l l s e l t i n f o f t h e a i i n ; 

when they rung the eVn ing ben 
T h e battle acarce w a s done." 

One mav observe, likewise, tha t in the ca-
t ^ogue of the s lan, the author has foOowed 
the example of the great ancient poets, not 
only in ^i-ing a long list of the dead, but 
by diversifying it with little characters of 
particular persons. 

•And w i th Ear l Douelaa there w a s alaia 
Sir H u f h Montgomery, 

S i r Cbarloa Carrel, t h a t from the field 
One foot would n e r e r fly; 

' P i r Charles Murr«l of BatclUTtoo, 
His aister 's aon w a s he ; 

Si r David Lamb , so well esteom'd. 
Y e t saved could n o t be. ' 

T h e familiar sound in these names destroys 
the majesty of the description; for this rea-

son I do not mention this par t of the poem 
but to show the natural cast of thought 
which appears in it, as the two last verses 
look almost like a translation of Virgil. 

Cadi t e l Si tAeus, j u s t i t f imua untia 
Uu i f u i t in Teuciis, et so rvan i iu i tnus lequi, 
DiiB a l i te r v isum j j ; , . jj. 426, 
Then Ripheus fell i n tho unequa l flghi, 
Jue t of his word, observant of the r igh t ; 
H e a r ' n thought not »o, D r y i e n . 

In the catalogue of the English who fell, 
Witherington"^ beha\iour is in the same 
manner particularized very artfully, as the 
reader is prepared for it by that account 
which is given of him in the beginning of 
the battle; though I am satisfied your little 
buffoon readers (who have seen that pas-
sage ridiculed in Hudibras) will not be able 
to take the beauty of i t : for which reason I 
dare not so much as quote i t * 

' Then slept a ga l lan t 'Miuire (hrtb, 

W i t h e r i n s t o n w a a h i s name . 
W h o said, I would not have i t told 

To Henry our k ing for 9hame, 
" T h a t e 'er my cap ta in fought on loot, 

And 1 slood looking on , ' 

W e meet with the same heroic sentiment 
in Virgil. 

N o n pudet . 0 Rntu l i , cunctia pro l a l i N a u n a m 
Objectare a n i m a n i ? nnmerone , a n v i r ibus cqi i i 
N o n stimoa 3 .ffi*. r i i . s ® . 
Por 9haine. Euti l i i is , can you bear the s ight 
Of one eipofl 'd fbr all, in s inele Aght, 
^ n «-e before the face of l l e a V a confess 
Our courage colder, or our numbers l e s s i Dryden . 

W h a t can be more natural, or more mov-
ing, than the circumstances in which he 
describes the behaviour of those women 
who had lost their husbands on this fatal 
day? 

' Next d a y did m a n y v i d o w s come 
Ilkeir hiiRbanda to b e w a i l ; 

They w a s h ' d t b e i x w o o n d s in br inish Ceara, 
But all w o n U n o t prevaiL 

' Thei r bodies b i th ' d in purple Uood, 
T h e y bore w i th them a w a y ; 

They kias'd them dead a t h o u s a n d t imes . 
W h e n they were clad i n clay. ' 

Thus we see how the thoughts of this 
x)em, which naturally arise from t h e sub-
ect, are always simple, and sometimes ex -

quiately noble; that the language is often 
very sounding, and that the whole is writ-
ten with a t rue poetical spir i t 

If this song had been written in the 
Gothic maimer, which is the delight of all 
our little wits, whether writers or readers , 
it would not have hit the taste of so many 
^ e s , and have pleased the readers of aU 
r i t k s and condiuons. I shall only beg pa r -
don for such a profusion of Latin quota-
tions; which I . s iou ldno t have made use 
of, but that I fcan.'d niy own judgment 
would have looked too si'ngi^ar on such a 

irted it by the prac-subject, had not I supported 
tice and authority 01 V i i ^ . 

• There Is no th ing ludicrous i n the rerse aUuded to. 
a s i i s tanda in the or ig inal ballad; 

' F o r W e t h a r r y n a t o n mv har te is wo . 
T h a t ever be slayne shulde be; 

F o r when both hieleeees wea r bewvne in to . 
Yet he knul 'd and fougbt on bis ^ne . ' 
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Ko. 75.3 Saturday, May 26, 1711. 
OmniB Ati i i ippum decuil color, s ta tu" . M re». 

Hir . Lib. 1. Ep. S3, xvii. 
All fortune filled Aii«tippui W«Il.—OMCA. 

IT was with soine mortification that I 
suffered the raillerv of a fine lady of my 
acqaintance, for calling, in one of rny pa-
pers,* Dorimart a down. She was so un-
merciful as to take advantage of my in-
vincible taciturnity, and on that occasion 
with great freedom to consider the lur, the 
height, the face, the gesture of him, who 
couM pretend to judge so an i^an t ly o( gal-
lantry. She is full of motion, jantv and 
lively in her impertinence, and one of those 
that commonly pass, among the ignorant, 
for persons wfio have a great deal of hu-
mour. She h!^ the play of Sir Fopling in 
her hand, and after she had said it was 
happy for her there was not so charming a 
creature as Doriraant now living, she began 
•with a theatrical air and tone of voice to 
read, by way of triumph over me, some of 
his speeches. " T i s she! that lovely sdr, 
that easy shape, those wanton eyes, and all 
those melting charms about tier mouth, 
which Medley spoke of. I ' ll follow the 
lottery, and put m for a prize with my 
friend BeUair.' 

' In loTe the Tidore from the vanquid i 'd fly; 
Tbey Qy tha t wound, and they p u n u e tha i die.* 

Then turning over the leaves, she reads 
alternately, and speaks, 

* And you and Loveit Co her coat ^aLI find 
I l^thom all tbe depths of woman, kiod. ' 

Oh the fine gentleman! But here, continues 
she, is the passage I admire most, where 
he begins to tease Lovcit, and mimic Sir 
Fopling. Oh, the pretty satire, in his re-
solving to be a coxcnmb to please, since 
noise and nonsense have such powerful 
charms. 

t h a t I may wccesyful prorf , 
T i B t u f o m myself to wha t you lore." 

Then how like a man of the town, so wild 
and gay is that! 

' wise will find a d i l f rencc in our fate . 
Yon wed a woman. 1 a good estate. ' 

I t would have been a very wild endeavour 
for a man of my temper to offer any opt>^ 
sition to so nimble a speaker as my fair 
enemy is; but her discourse rave me very 
many reflections, when I had left her com-
jiany. Among others, I could not but con-
sider with some attention, the false impres-
sions the generalitv (the fair sex more 
especially) have of what shovild be in-
tended, when they say ' a fine gentleman 
and could not help revolving that subject 
in my thoughts, aiid settiing, as it were, an 
idea of that character in my own imagina-
tion. 

No man ought to have the esteem of the 
rest nf the world, for any actions which are 
disagreeable to those maxims whicli pru-

• Specl. Ko. 65. 

vsdl, as the standards of behaviour, in the 
countr)' wherein he lives. W h a t is oppo-
site to the eternal rules of reason and good 
sense, must be excluded from any place in 
the carriage of a well-bred man. I did not, 
I confess, explain myself enough on this • 
subject, when I called Dorimajit a clown, 
and made it an instance rf it, tltat he called 
the orangD-wench, Double Tr ipe : I should 
have shown, that humanity obliges a gen-
tleman to give no part of humankind re-
proach, for what they, whom they re-
proach, may possiblyhave in common with 
the most virtuous and worthy amonpt us. 
W h e n a gentleman speaks coarsely, he has 
dressed himself clean to no purpose. T h e 
clothing of our minds certainly ought to be 
regarded before that of our bellies. To be-
tray in a man's talk a corrupt imagination, 
is a much greater offence against the con-
versation of a gentieman, than any negli-
gence of dress imaginable. But this sense 
of the matter is so &r from being received 
among people even of condition, that Voci-
fer passes for a line gentleman. He is loud, 
haughty, gentie, soft, lewd, and obsequicux 
by turns, just as a little understanding and 
great impudence prompt him at the pre-
^ n t moment. He passes among the silly 
par t of our women for a man of wit, be-
cause he is generally in doubt He contra-
dicts with 'a shrug, and confutes with a 
certain sufficiency, in professing such and 
such a thing is above his capacity. _ m a t 
makes his character the pleasanter is, that 
he is a professed deluder of women; and 
because the empty coxcomb has no regard 
to anv thiDg that is of itself sacred and in-
violable. I h a v e heard an unmarried lady 
of fortune sav. It is a pity so fine a gentle-
man as Vocifer is so great an atheist. T h e 
crowds of such inconsiderable creatures, 
that infest all places of assembling, every 
reader will have in his eye from his own 
observation; but would it not be worth 
considering what sort of figure a man 
who formed himself upon those principles 
among us, which are agreeable to the dic-
tates of honour and r e g i o n , would make 
in tiie familiar and ordinary cccurrenccs of 
life? 

I hardly have observed any one fill his 
several duties of life better than Ignotus. 
All the under parts of his behaviour, and 
such as are exposed to common obsen-a-
tion, have their rise in him from great and 
noble motives. A firm and unshaken ex-
pectation of another life makes him become 
this; humanitv and good-nature, fortified 
by the sense of \-irtuc, has the same efl'ert 
upon him a.s the ncclcct of all goodness has 
upon many others. Being firmly established 
in all mfittcrs of importance, that certain 
inattention which maies men's actions look 
easv, appears in him with greater beauty: 
by a thoiwugh contempt of little excel-
lencies, he is perfectly master of them. 
This temper of mind leaves him under no 
necessity of studying his ^ r , and he has this 
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peculiar distinction, that his nceligeuce is 
unaffected. ^ 
_ He that can work himself into a pleasure 
in considcriiis this being as an unccitaiu 
one, and think to reap aii advantage by its 

- Oisc(,ntiiiuance, is in a fair way of doing all 
thinra with a graceful unconccni, and a 

Eentleman-like ease. Such a one does not 
ehold his life as a short, transient, per-

plexing sute , made up of trifling pleasures 
and great anxieties; but sees it in quite an-
t h e r light; his griefs are momentary and 
lus joys immortal. Reflection upon death 
IS not a gloomy and sad thought of resian-
ing everything tliat he delights in, but it 
IS a short night followed by an endless dav. 
What r would here contend for is, that the 
more virtuous a man is, the nearer he will 
naturallv be to the character of genteel and 
a ^ e ^ b l e . A man whose fortune is plenU-
tul, shows an ease in his countenance, and 
confidence m his behaviour, which he that 
IS undei- wants and difficulties cannot as-
sume. It IS thus with the s u t e of the mind; 
he that governs his thoughts with the ever-
lasting rules ot reason and sense, must have 
something so inexpressibly graceful in his 
worts ana ac t ios , t ^ t every circumstance 
must become him. The c h i i g e of persons 
or things around him dc^s not a h e r h i S ! 
tion, but he looks disinterested in the oc-
currences with which others are distracted 
because the greatest purpose of his life is 
to maintain an indifference both to it and 
all its enjoyments. In a word, to be a fine 
gentleman, is to be a generous ar^i a brave 
man. W h a t can m ^ e a man so much in 
constant good humour, and shbe, as we 

be supported by what can 
never fail him, and to believe that what-
ever happens to him was the best thin"': 
that could possibly befei him, or else he on 
whom It depends, wouid not have permitted 
It to have befallen him at alL R 

alliances. A man who is but a mere Spec-
tator of what pisses around him, and not 
engaged in commerces of any consideration, 
IS but an ilJ judge of the secret motions of 

No. 76.] Monday, May 28, 1711. 
Ut lu fWi t in im , l i e a o s t«, Oelse, feremiu. 

SfT. Lib. 1. Ep. Tiij, n , 
A i f o a y o a r f o n u a e I i e « , w e wil l dear y»o. 

OacX. 
THERE is nothing so common as to find 

a man whom in the general observation oi 
carnage you take to be of a uniform 

tem^per, subject to such unaccountable sUrts 
cl h u m ^ r and passion, that he is as much 
mlifce himself, and differs as much from 
the man you at first thought him, as any 
two distinct persons can differ from each 
other. 1 his proceeds from the want of 
farming some l aw of life to ourselves, or 
fixing some notion of things in general, 
which may a f f « t us in such a manner as to 
create p i ' ^ habits both in our minds and 
bodies. T h e negligence of this, leaves us 
exp >sed, not only to an unbecoming levity in 
our usual conversation, but also to the sam e 
liistKbility in our friendships interests, and 

judge of the secret motions of 
the heart of man, and bv what degrees it is 
actuated to make such visible alterations in 
the same person; but at the same time, 
v^en a man is no way concerned in the 
ettect of such inconsistencies in the beha-
v i o u r ^ men of the world, the speculation 
must be in the utmost degree both divert-
ing and instructive; yet to enjoy such ob-
sereations in the highest relish, he ought 
to be placed in a post of direction, and have 
the dealings of their fortunes to them. I 
have therefore been wonderfully diverted 
with some pieces of secret history, which 
an antiquarj-, my very good iriend, lent me 
as a cunosity. They are memoirs of the 
pnvate l i feofPharamondofFrance . ' P h a -
i^ondj^" says my author, ' was a prince of 
mJinite humanity and generosity, and at the 
same time the most pleasant and facetious 
companion of his time. He had a peculiar 
taste in him, which would have been un-
lucky in any prince but himself; he thought 
there could be no exquisite pleasure in con-
versation, but among equals; and would 
pleasantly bewail himself that he always 
hved in a crowd, but was the only man in 
F ^ c e that could tiever get into company. 
1.1^ turn of mind made him delight m 

midmght rambles, attended wily with one 
f«rson of his bed-chamber. He would in 
these exrarf^ons get acquainted with men 
(whose temper he had a mind to t ry) and 
recommend them privately to the parti-
cular observation of his first minister. He 
generally found himself neglected by his 
new acq^ii^tance as soon as they had hopes 
ci growmg great; and used on such occa-
sions to remark, that it was a great injus-
tice to tax princes of forgetting themselves 
^ their high fortunes, when there were so 
tew that could with constancy bear the 
tavcwr of their very creatures . ' ' My author 
in these loose hints has one passage that 
gives us a xtry lively idea of the uncommon 
gemus of Pharamond. He met witii one 
man whom he had put to ail the usual proofs 
he made of those he had a mind to know 
thoroughly, and found him for his purpose, 
in discnurse with him one dav, he gave him 
an _OT)portumt>- of saying hoW much would 
satisfy all his wishes. T h e prince imme-
diately revealed himself, doubled the sum 
and spoke to him in this manner; • Sir, you 
ha ' ^ twice what vou desired, by the favour 
ot Fharamond; but look to it, that vou are 
satisfied with it, for it is the last you shall 
ever receive. I from this moment consider 
you as mine; and to make you truly so, I 
give you my royal word you shall never be 
w a t e r or less than you are at present. 
Answer me not (concluded the prince smd-
ing,) but enjoy the fortune I have put you 
m, which is above mv own condition; for 
you have hereafter nothing to hope or fear." 

His majesty having thus well chosen and 
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boueht a friend and crmpsnlnn, he enjoyed 
altcmitelv all the pleasviTCS cf an agreeable 
private min , Mid a sreat and piwerful m o 
iiarch. He save himself, with his compa-
ni^'n, the name '"f the merr)-tyrant; for he 
punished his wurticrs for their insolence 
and foUy, not hv any act of public disfavour, 
but by numomislv practisine upon their 
imaginations. If he observed a man un-
t n c t i b l e Co his inferiors, he w^uld find an 
ot'p'rtunitv to take srime favounihle notice 
of him, and render him insupportable. He 
knew all his own lfmk!^ won s, and actirins, 
had their interpretitions; and his friend 
Monsieur Eucrate (for so he wa« called) 
having; a p"eat soul without ambition, he 
could communicsite all his thouehts to hira, 
and fear no artfiil use would be made of 
that freedom. It was no small deliffht -when 
they were in private, to reflect upon EJI 
which hod passed in public. 

Pharamond wnild often, to satisfy a vain 
fool (rf power in his country, talk to him in 
a foil cnurt, and with one whisper m o i e 
him despise all his old friends and acnuain-
tance. Me was come to that knowledge of 
men by lon^ observation, that he would 
profess altering the whole mass of blood in 
some tempers, bv thrice speaking to them. 
As fortune was in his power, he gave him-
self constant entertainment in majiaging the 
mere followers of it with the treatment they 
deserved. He wruld, hy a skilful cast of 
his eye, and half a smile, make two fellows 
who hated, embrace, and fall upon each 
other's necks with as much eagerness, as 
if thev followed their real inclinations, and 
intended to stifle one another. W h e n he 
was in hiffh cood humour, he would lay the 
scene with Eucrate, and on a public mght 
exercise the passions of his whole court 
He was pleased to see a haughty beauty 
watch the looks of the man she had long 
despised, from observation of his being 
taken notice of by Pharamond; and the 
lover conceive higher hopes, than to follow 
the woman he was dying for the day be-
fore. In a court, where men speak affec-
tion in the stixingest terms, and dislike in 
the fsuntest, it was a comical mixture of 
incidents to see disguises thrown aside in 
one case, and increased on the other, ac-
cordinc; as favour or disgrace attended tlie 
respective objects of men's approbation or 
disestecm. Pharamond, in his mirth upon 
the meanness of mankind, used to say, ' A s 
he could take away a man's five senses, he 
could give him a himdred. T h e man in 
disgrace shall immediately lose all his na-
tural endowments, and he that finds favour 
have the attributes of an an^el.' He would 
carry it so far as to say, ' I t should not be 
only'so in the opinion of the lower part of 
his court, but the men themselves shall 
think thus meanlv or greatly of themselves, 
as they are out or in the good graces of a 
court,' 

A monarch, who had wit and humour 
like Pharamond, must have pleasures 

which no man else can ever have an op-
portunity of enjoving. He gave fortune to 
none but these whom he knew could re-
ceive it without transport He made a no-
ble and generous use of his observations, 
and did not regard his ministers as they 
were agreeable to himself, but as they were 
useful to his kingdom. % this means, the 
king appeared in every officer of state; and 
no man had a participation of the power, 
who had not a similitude of the virtue of 
Pharamond. R. 

No. 77.] Tiietday, May 29, 1711., 

Tfno coaviTert liMt. nee uriw lo ta 
C^isquam €Bt tarn pfOfC cam r^oca^ i ic n o b i s 

MaM. Epig. 87.1, i . 

W l i a t correspozi'leiice can 1 hold wi th yon, 
Wbo are BO Q«ar, and yet» difttant too t 

M r friend VMll Honeycomb is caie of 
those sort of men who are very often absent 
in conversation, and what the French call 
a reveur and a distrail. A little before our 
club-time last night, we were walking to-
gether in Somerset-rardens, where Wil l 
had picked u p a small pebble of so odd a 
make, t t e t he said he would present it to a 
ttend of his, an eminent virtuosa After 
we had walked some time, I made a M l 
stop with my ftice towards the west, which 
Wfi l knowing to be my usual method of 
asking what's o'clock, in an afternoon, im-
mediately pulled out his watch, and told me 
we had seven minutes good. W e took a 
turn or two more, when to my great sur-
prise, I saw him squir awav his watch a 
considerable way into the Thames , and 
with ^ a t sedateness in his looks put up 
the pebble, he had before found, in his fob. 
As 1 have naturally an averaon to much 
speaking, and do not love to be the messen-
ger of ill news, especially when it comes 
too late to be usefu , I lef t him to be con-
vinced of his mistake in due time, and con-
tinued my wai t , reflecting on these little 
absences and distractions in mankind, and 
resolving to make them the subject of a 
future speculation. 

I was the more confirmed in my deagn, 
when I considered that they were very 
often blemishes in the characters of men of 
excellent sense; and helped to keep up the 
reputation of that Latin proverb, which 
Mr. Drj 'den has translated in the following 
lines: 

• G f o t wi t t o martneM a u r e i i nea ra l ly 'd , 
And thin par t i t ions do thei r bounds divide.'* 

My reader docs, I hope, percdve, tha t I 
distinguish a man who is absent, because he 
thinks of something else, from one who is 
absent, because he thinks of nothing at all. 
T h e latter is too innocent a creature to be 
taken notice of; but the distractions of the 

* NuUuBt magaumini teniuni sine mixtura dementi®, 
Dt Trsnptil- rap. XT. 
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former may, I believe, be generally ac-
counted for from one of these reasons. 

Either their minds are whollv fixed on 
some particular science, which is c^en the 
case « mathematicians and other learned 
men; or are wholly taken up with some 
violent passion, such as anger, fear nr love, 
which ties the mind to some distant object, 
or, lastly, these distractions proceed from 
a certain vivacity and fickleness in a man's 
temTCr, which while it raises up infinite 
numbers of ideas in the mind, is continually 
pushing it on, without allowing it to rest on 
any particular image. Nothing therefore 
is mnre unnatural than the thoughts and 
conceptions of such a man, which are sel-
dom occasioned either bv the company he 
is in, or any of those oijiects which arc 
placed before him. 'While you fancy he is 
admirine a beautiful woman, it is an even 
wager that he is solving a proposition in 
Euclid; and while vou may imagine he is 
reading the Paris Gazette, it is far from 
being impossible, that he is pulling down 
and rebuilding the front of his coimtry-
house. 

A t the same time that I am endeavouring 
to expose this weakness in others, I shall 
readily confess that I once laboured under 
the same infirmitv myself. T h e method I 
took to ccmquer it was a firm resolution 
to leam something from whatever I was 
oblieed to see or hear. There is a way of 
thinting, if a man can attain to it, by which 
he may strike somewhat out of anv thing, 
I can at present observe those starts'of goci 
sense, and struggles of unimproved reason 
in theconversation of a clown, with as much 
satisfaction as the most shining periods of 
the most finished orator; and can make a 
shift to command my attention at a pup-
pet-show or an opera, as well as at Hamlet 
or Othel la 1 always make one of the com-
pany I am in; for though I sav littie my-
self, my attention to others, and those nods 
of approbation which I never bestow un-
m e n t ^ , sufficienth- show that I am among 
them. Whereas Wi l l Honeycomb, though 
a fellow of good sense, is everv day doing 
and saying a hundred things, which he af-
terwaras confesses, with a well-bred frank-
ness, were somewhat mat a firapot, and 
undesigned. 

1 chanced the other day to go into a cof-
feehouse, where Will was s t an ing in the 
midst of several auditors, whom he had 
gathered round him, and was giving them 
an aj^^unt of the person and character of 
Moll Hinton. My appcarance before him 
iiist put him in mind of me, without making 
tiim reflret that I was actually present. 

So that, keeping his eves foil upon me, to 
rte g r e a t ^ y r i s e of his audience, he 
broke oft his first harangue, and proceed-

house about 'Change. I was his b ^ l in 
the time of the Popish plot, when he was 
taken up for a Jesui t ' If he had looked on 
me a little longer, he had certainly de-
scribed me so particularly, without ever 
considering what led him 'into it, that the 
whole company must necessarily have 
found me out; for which reason, remem-
bering the old proverb, 'Ou t of sight out 
of mind , ' I left the rorm; and upon meet-
ing him an hour afterwanis, was asked by 
him, with a great deal of gnod humour, in 
what part of the world I lived, that lie had 
not seen me these three davs. 

Monsieur Bruyere has given us the cha-
racter of an absent man, with a great deal 
of humour, which he has pushed to an 
agreeable extravagance: with the heads of 
it I shall conclude my pre.sent paper. 

•Menalcas, ' says that excellent author, 
' comes down in a morning, opens his door 
to go out, but shuts it ag^n, because he 
perceives that he has his night-capon: and 
examining himself further, finds that he is 
but half shaved, that he has stuck his 
sword on his right side, that his stockings 
are about his heels, and that his shirt is 
over his breeches. 'When he is dressed, 
he goes to court, comes into the drawing-
room, and walking bolt-upright under a 
branch of candlesticks, his wig is caught up 
by one of them, and hangs dangling in the 
air. All the courtiers fall a-laughing, but Me-
nalcas laughs louder than any of 'them and 
looks about for the person that is the jest of 
the company. Coming down to the court-
gate he finds a coach, which taking for his 
own, he whips into it; and the coachman 
drives off, not doubtmg but he carries his 
master. As soon as he stops, Menalcas 
throws himself out of the coach, crosses 
the court, ascends the stair-casc, and runs 
through all the chambers with the greatest 
familiarity; reposes himself on a couch, 
and fancies himself at home. T h e master 
of the house at last comes in; M e n i c a s 
rises to receive him, and desires him to sit 
down; he talks, muses, and then talks 
again. T h e gentleman of the house is tired 
and amazed; Menalcas is no less so, but is 
every moment in hopes that his imperti-
nent guest will at last end his te^ous visit. 
Night comes on, when Menalcas is hardly 
undeceived. 

' W h e n he is playing at backgammon, 
he calls for a full glass of wine and water? 
it is his turn to throw, he has the box in 
one hand, and his glass in the other; and 
being extremely drv, and unwilling to lose 
time, he swallows down both the dice, and 
at the same time throws his wine into the 
tables. H e writes a letter, and flings the 
sand into the ink-bottle; he writes a second 
and mistakes the superscription. A noble-
man receives one of them, and upon open-

, , - . , • - he is a fel- i ing it reads as follows: ' I would have vou 
low that thinks a preat deal, but never j h^west Jack, immodiatelv upon the receipt 
opens his mouth; 1 warrant you he is now [of this, take in hav enough to serve me the 
thnisting his short iace into some coffee-1 winter," His farmer receives the other 

ed thus :—'Why now there's my friend,' 
mentioning me by my name, ' v<= 
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and is amazed to see in it, ' My lord, I re-
ceived your grace's commands, witli an en-
tire submission t r — I f he is at an enter-
tainment, you may see the pieces of bread 
continually multiplying round his plate- It 
is true, the rest of the company want it as 
well as their knives and forks, which Me-
nalcas docs not let them keep long. Some-
times in a morning he puts his whole family 
in a hurry, and at last goes out without be-
ing able to stay for his coach or dinner, 
and for that day you may see him in every 
par t of the town, except the very place 
where he had app<iintpd to be upon a busi-
ness of importance. You woul<i often take 
him for every thing that he is not; for a 
fellow quite stupid, for he hears nothing; 
for a fool, for he talks to himself, and has 
an hundred grimaces and motions with his 
head, which are altogether involuntary; 
for a proud man, for he looks full upon 
yon, and takes no notice of your saluting 
l i i n i . T h e truth of it is, his eyes arc open, 
but h e makes no use of them, and neither 
sees you, nor any man, nor any thing eUe. 
He came once ttom his coiintry-hmise, and 
his own footmen undertook to ixih him, and 
succeeded. They held a flambeau to his 
throat, and bid him deliver his purse; he 
did so, and coming home told his friends he 
had been robbed; they desired to know the 
particulars, ' Ask my servants,' says Me-
nalcas, ' fo r they were with me. ' X. 

No. 78.] Wednesday, May 30, i r i l . 
Cum talis fia,utinun noater eM ŝl 
Coald w e but calt so s K a t a genius o u n i 

T h e following letters are so pleasant, 
that I doubt not but the reader will be a.s 
much diverted with them as I was. I have 
nothing to do in this day's entertainment, 
but taking the sentence from the end <rf 
the Caml)ridge letter, and placing it at the 
front of my paper, to show the author I 
wish him my companion with as much 
earnestness as he invites me to be his. 

' SIR,—I send vou the enclosed, to be in-
serted (if you think them worthy of it) in 
your Spectator; in which so surprising a 
genius appears, that it is no wonder if aU 
mankind endeavours to get somewhat into 
a paper wWch will always live. 

' A s to the Cambridge affair, the hu-
mour was really carried on in the way I 
describe it. However, you have a full 
commission to put out or in, and to do 
whatever you think fit with it. I have al-
ready had the saiirfaction of seeing you 
lake that liberty with some things I have 
before sent you. Go on, sir, and prosper. 
You have the best wishes of, sir, your very 
affectionate and obliged humble servant.' 

' Cambridge. 
' MR. SPECTATOR,—YOU well know it is 

of great consequence to clear titles, and it 
is of importance tha t it be done in t he pro-

per season; on which account this is to as-
sure you that the club iX Ugly Faces was 
instituted originally at Cambridge, in t he 
merry reign of King Charles II- As in 
great bodies of men it is not difficult to find 
members enough for such a club, so (I re-
member) it was then feared, upon their 
intention of dining toKther, that the hall 
belonging to Clare-liall, the ugliest then in 
the town (though now the neatest) would 
not be large enough handsomely to hold 
the company. Invitations were made to 
great numbers, but very few accepted 
them without much difficulty. One plead-
ed, that being at London, in a bookseller's 
shop, a lady going bv with a great belly 
longed to kiss him. H e had certainly been 
excused, but that evidence appeared, that 
indeed one in London did pretend she long-
ed to kiss him, bvit that it was only a pick-
pocket, who during his kissing her stole 
awav all his money. Another would have 
got ofFby a dimple in his chin; but it was 
proved upon him, that he had, by coming 
into a room, made a woman miscarry, and 
frightened two children into fits. A third 
a l l e ^ , that he was taken by a lady for 
another gentleman, who was one of the 
handsomest in the university: but upon 
inquiry it was found that the lady had ac-
tually lost one e>'e, and the other was very 
much upon the decline. A fourth pro-
duced letters out of the country in his vin-
dication, in which a gentleman offered him 
his daughter, who I m lately fallen in love 
with him, with a good fortune; but it was 
made appear, that the young lady was 
amorous, and had l i te to have run away 
with her father 's coachman, so that it was 
supposed, that her pretence of felling in 
love with him, was only in order to be well 
married. I t was pleasant to hear the se-
veral excuses which were made, insomuch 
that'soroe made as much interest to be ex-
cused, as they would from serving sheriff; 
however, at last the society was formed, 
and proper officers were appointed; and 
the (wy was fixed for the entertainment, 
which was in venison season. A pleasant 
fellow of King's-coUege (commonly called 
Crab, from his sour look, and the only man 
who did not pretend to get off) was nomi-
nated for chaplain; and nothing was want-
ing but some one to sit in the elbow-chair, 
by way of president, at the upper end of 
the tafile; and there the buaness stuck, for 
there was no contention for superiority 
there. This affair made so great a noise, 
that the King, who was then at Newmar-
ket, heard o^ it, and was pleased merrily 
and graciously to say, ' H e could not be 
there himself, but he would send them a 
brace of bucks. ' 

' I would deare yon, sir, to set this affair 
in a true light, that posterity may not be 
misled in so important a pomt; for when 
the ' wise man who shall write your t rue 
histor)-,' shall acquaint the world, that you 
had a diploma sent from the U ^ y Club at 
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Oxford, and that by virtue of it you were 
admitted into it, what a learned war will 
there be among future critics about the 
original of that club, which both universi-
ties will contend so warmly for? And pcr-
naps some hardy Cantabrigian authrr may 
then boldly affirm, that the word Oxfnrd 
was an tnterpnlation of some Oxonian in-
stead of Cambridge. This affair will be 
best adi^iisted in your life-time; but I hope 
your affcction to your mofAfr will not make 
you partial to your aunl. 

• T o tell you, sir, myownopini in: though 
I cannot find any ancient records of any 
acts of the society of the Ugly Faces, con-
sidered in a puSlic r.apacitv; yet, in a 
private cme, thev have certainly antiquity 
on their side, 1 am persuaded they wifi 
hardly give place to the Loungers, and the 
Loungers are of the same standing with the 
university itself. 

• Though we well know, sir, you want no 
motives to do justice, yet 1 am commission-
ed to tell you, tha t youare invi tedtobe ad-
mitted OS cuttdfTn at Cambridge; and 1 
believe I may venture safely to deliver this 
as the wish of our whole university.' 

• To Mr. Sfintator. 
' T h e humble Petition of W H O and 

W H I C H , showeth, 
• T h a t your petitioners being in a forlorn 

and destitute condition, know not to whom 
we should apply ourselves for relief, be-
cause there i? liardlv any man alive who 
hath not injured us. Nay, we speak it with 
sorrow, even you yourself, whom we 
should suspect of such a practice the last 
of all mankind, can hardly acquit yc^irself 
cf havins given us some cause of com-
plaint. W e are descended of ancient fa-
milies, and kept up our dignity and hcmour 
many vears, tOl the jack-sprat THAT sup-
planted us. How often have we found our-
selves slighted by the c l e i w in their pul-
pits, and the lawv'ers at the 1)ar? Nay, how 
often have we heard, in one of the most 
polite and august assemblies in the uni-
verse, to our great mortificaticsi, these 
»or(ls, ' T h a t THATthat noble lord u rg r f ; ' 
which if one of us had had justice done, 
would have sounded nobler thus, ' T h a t 
WHICH that noble lord urged. ' Senators 
themselves, the guardians of British liber-
t>', have degraded us, and preferred THAT 
to us; and yet no decree was ever given 
agamst us. In the very acts of parlia-
ment, m which the utmost right should 
be done to every body, word, and thing, 
•we find ourselves often either not used, or 
used one instead of another. In the first 
and best prayer children are taught, they 
l eamto misuseus; ' G u r F a t h e r w a i c H a r t 
jnheayen, ' should be ' O u r Father, WHO 
art m heaven; and even a Convocation, 
after long debates, refused to consent to an 
alteration of it. In our General Confession 
we say, ' Spare thou then^ O God, WHICH 
confess their faults, ' which ought to be 

'WHO confess their faults.' W h a t hoj>es 
then have we of having justice done us, 
when the makers of our very pravers and 
laws, and the most learned iii all faculties, 
seem to be in a confederacy agmnst us, 
and our enemies themselves must be our 
judges. 

' T h e Sp^?sh proverb says, F.l eabio 
muda consejo, el n'cio no; i. c. " A wise 
man changes his mind, a fnol never will.' 
So that we tliink you, sir, a very proper 

Eersm to address to, since we kniw vou to 
e capable of being convinced, and cliang-

ing your judement. You are well ible to 
settle this affair, and to ynu we submit our 
cause. W e desire you to assign the butts 
and bounds of each of us; and that for the 
future we may both enjoy our own. W e 
would desire to be heard by our counsel, 
but that we fear in their very pleadings 
they would betray our cause; besides, we 
have been oppressed so many years, that 
we can appear no other way t u t in forma 
fiaufime. All which considered, we hof)e 
you will fae pleased to do that which to 
right and justice shall apper t^n . And your 
peUtioners,' &c. ft. 

No. r9 . ] Thursday, May 31, i m . 
O & n i n t peecare boni v i r tu t ia amnrr*. 

JTOT. U b . 1 . E p . T T i . 5 3 . 

T h e good, for v i n u e ' s s a t e , sbbor lo sin.—CVwti. 

I HAVE received very many letters of late 
from my female correspondents, most of 
whom are very angry with me for abridg-
ing their pleasures, and looking severely 
upon things in themselves indifferent But 
I think they are extremely unjust to me in 
this imputation. All I contend for is, that 
those excellencies, which are to be regarded 
but in the second place, should not precede 
more weighty considerations. T h e heart of 
man deceives him in spite of the lectures of 
half a life spent in discourses on the subjec-
tion of passion; and I do not know why one 
may not think the heart of woman as un-
faithful to itself. If we grant an equality in 
the faculties of both sexes, the minds of 
women are less cultivated with precepts, 
and consequently may, without disrespect 
to them, be accounted more liable to illu-
sdon, in cases wherein na tu r^ mclination is 
out of the interests of ^-irtue. I shall take 
up ray present time in commenting upon a 
billet or two which came from ladies, and 
from thence leave the reader to judge whe-
ther 1 am in the right or not, in thinking it 
is possible fine women may be mistaken. 
T h e following address seems to has'e no 
other design in it, but to tell me the writer 
will do what she pleases for all me. 

' MB. SPECTATOR,—I am young, and 
very much inclined to follow the paths of 
innocence; but at the same time, as I have 
a plentiful forttme, and am of quklity, I am 
unwilling to resign the pleasures of distinc-
tion, scane litde satisfaction in being ad-

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



mired in ^ e r a l , and much greater in being 
beloved bv a gentleman whom I design to 
make my husband. But I have a mind tn 
put off entering into matrimnnv till another 
winter is over my head, which (whaterer . 
musty sir, you may think of the matter) I 
design to pass away in hearing music, going 
to plays, visiting, and all otlicr satisfactions 
which' fortune and youth, protected by in-
nocence and virtue, can procurc for, sir, 
your most humble servant, M. T. 

<My lover does not know I like him, 
thereftire having no engagements upon me, 
1 think to stay and know whether I may 
not like any one else bet ter . ' 

I have heard Wi l l Honeycomb say, ' A 
woman seldom writes her mind but in her 
postscript, ' I think this gentlewoman has 
sufficiently discovered het^s in this. I will 
lay what wager she pleases against her 
prewait favourite, and can tell her that she 
will like ten more before she is fixed, and 
then wDl take the worst man she ever liked 
in her life. T h e r e is no end of affection 
taken in at the eyes only; and you may as 
well satisfy those eyes with seeing, as con-
troul any passion received by them only. 
I t is from loving by si^ht, that coxcombs so 
frequently succeeci with women, and very 
often a young lady is bestowed by her pa-
rents to a man who weds her as innocence 
Itself, though she has, in her own heart , 
given her approbation of a different man in 
every assembly she was in the whole year 
before. W h a t is wanting among women as 
well as among men is the love of laudable 
things, and not to rest only on the forbear-
ance of such as are reproachful-

How far removed from a woman ot this 
light imagination is Eudosia! Endosia has 
all the arts of life and gord-breeding, with 
so much ease, that the virtue of her con-
duct looks more like instinct t h ^ chtMce. 
I t is as little difficult to her tn think justly 
of persons and things, as it is to a woman of 
different accomplishments to move ill or 
look awkward. T h a t which was, at first, 
the effect of instruction, is grown into a 
habit; and it would be as hard for Eudosia 
to indulge a wrong sviggestion of thought, as 
it would be for Flavia, the fine dancer, to 
come into a room with an unbecoming air. 

But the misapprehensions people them-
selves have of their own state of mind, is 
laid down with much discerning in the fol-
Inwing letter, which is but an extraCT of a 
kind epistle from my charming mistress 
Hecatissa, who is above the vanity of ex-
ternal beauty, and is the better judge of the 
perfections the mind. 

•MR. SPECTATOR,—I write this to ac-
quaint you, that very many ladies, as well 
as myself, spend many hours more than we 
usrf at the glass, for want of the female 
library, of which you promised us a cata-
logue. I hope, sir, in the choice of authors 
for us, you will have a particular regard to 
books of devotion. W h a t thev are, and how 

17 

many, must be your chief Ciu^; for up^n the 
propriety of such writings depends a great 
deal. I have known those among us who 
think, if they eveiy morning and evening 
spend an hour in their closet, a:id read over 
so many prayers in six or seven books of 
devotion, all equallv nonsensical, with a 
sort of warmth, ( that might as well be 
raised by a glass of wine, or a drain of cit-
ron,) they may all the rest of their t ime go 
on in whatever their particular passion 
leads them to. T h e beauteous Phdautia, 
who is (in your language) an idol, is one of 
these votaries; she has a very pretty fur -
nished closet, to which she retires at her 
appointed hours.— This is her dressing-
room, as well as chapel; she has constantly 
before her a l a r ^ looking-glass; and upon 
the table, according to a very witty author, 

•T i^ f f thc t lie b t r p a y e r - b o o k »nd pa in t . 
At ODK f ici iKOve the s i o n c t and the sa in t . ' 

' I t must be a good scene, if one could be 
present at it, to see this idol by turns lift u p 
her eves to heaven, and steal glances at her 
own dear person. It cannot but be a pleas-
ing conflict between vanity and humiliation. 
W h e n you are upon this subject, choose 
books which elevate the mind alxive the 
world, and give a pleaang indifference to 
little things in it. For want of such instruc-
ticms, I am apt to believe so many people 
t ake it in tlieir heads to be sullen, cross, 
and angrv, under prcteiicc of beuig ab-
stractcff f rom the affairs of this hfe, when 
at the same time they betray their fondness 
for them bv doing their duty as a task, and 
pouting anfl readmg go(^ books for a week 
together. Much of this I take to proceed 
from the indiscretion of the books them-
selves, whose very titles of weekly prepara-
tions, aiid such limited g o ^ n e s s , lead peo-
ple of ordinary capacities into great errors, 
and raise in them a mechanical religion, 
entirely distinct from morality. I know a 
lady so given up to this sort of devotion, 
that though she employs a x or eight hours 
of the twenty-four at cards, she never 
misses one constant hour of prayer, for 
which time another holds her cards, to 
which she returns with no little anxious-
ness till two or three in the morning. All 
these acts are but empty shows, and, as it 
were, compliments made to virtue; the 
mind is all the while untouched with any 
t rue pleasure in the pursuit of it. From 
hence I presume it arises, tha t so many 
people call themselves virtuous, from no 
other pretence to it but an absence of ill. 
T h e r e is Dulcianai'a, the most insolent of 
all crcatures to her friends and domestics, 
upon no other pretence in nature, but that 
(as her silly phi-ase is) " No one can say 
black is her eye." She has no secrets, for-
sooth, which should make her afraid tn 
speak her mind, and therefore she is im-
pertinently blunt to all her a c q u a i n ^ c e , 
and unseasonably imperious to all her 
family. Dear sir, be pleased to put s u ^ 
books into our hands as may make cur vir-
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tue more inward and convince some of us, 
that in a mind truly virtuous, the scorn of 
vice is always accompanied with the pitv 
of it. This and other things are impatiently 
expected from you by our whole sex; 
among the rest by, sir, your most humble 
servant, B. D . ' 

R. 

No. 80.] Friday, June 3, i r i l . 
CnlqiD. n o n a n i m u m , m u l s n t , QUI t r a o a m a r e c u m i n t . 

It". L i b . 1. Ep . n , 2T-
T h o m t h a t beyon^l.sea s n , wil l sadTy f in4 , 
Tbey c b a a g e Ui^ix cIiiDat« only , n o t I t u i r m i n d . 

CVMci. 

Ik the year 1688, and on the same day of 
that year, were bom in Cheapside, London, 
two females of exquisite feature and shape; 
the one we shall call Brunetta, the other 
Phillis. A close intimacy between their 
parents made each of them the first ac-
quaintance the other knew in the world. 
They played, dressed babies, acted visit-
ing!, ieamed to dance, and make courtesies 
together. They were inseparable compa-
nions in all the little entertainments their 
tender years were capable of: which inno-
cent happiness continued until the begin-
ning of their fifteenth year, when it hap-
pened that Phillis had a head-dress on, 
which became her so well, that instead of 
being beheld any more with pleasure for 
their amity to each other, the eyes of the 
neighbourhood were turned to remark them 
with comparison of their beautv. T h e y 
now no longer enjoyed the ease of mind and 
pleasing indolence in which they were for-
merly happy, but all their worts and ac-
tions were misinterpreted by each other, 
and every excellence in their speech and 
behaviour was looked upon as an act of 
emulation to surpass the other. These be-
pinnings of disinclination soon improvetl 
intn a formality of behaviour, a general 
coldncss, and by natural steps into an irre-
concilable hatred. 

These two rivals for the reputation of 
beauty, were in their stature, countenance, 
and mien so very much alike, that if you 
"Were speaking of them in their absence, 
the words in which you described the one 
must give you an idea of the other. They 
were hardly distinguishable, you would 
think when they were apart , though ex-
tremely different when together. W h a t 
made their enmity the more entertaining to 
all the rest of their sex was, that in detrar-
don from each other, neither could fall 
upon terms which did not hit herself as 
much asheradversar}-, The i r nights grew 
restless with meditation of new dresses to 
outvie each other, and mventing new de-
vices to recal admirers, who observed the 
charms of the one rather than those of the 
other, on the last meeting. The i r colours 
failed at each other's appearance, fliish^ 
with pleasure at the report of a disadvan-
tage, and their countenances withered upon 

instances of applause. T h e decencies to 
which women are obliged, made these vir-
gins stifle their resentment so far as not to 
break intn open violences, while they 
equally suffered the torments of a regulated 
anger. The i r mothers, as it is usual, en-
gaged in the quarrel, and supported the 
several pretensions of their daughters with 
aU that ill-chosen sort of expense which is 
common with p e o ^ e of plentiful fortunes 
and mean taste, l ^ e girls preceded their 
parents like queens of May, in all the gaudy 
colours imaginable, on every Sunday, to 
church, and were exposed to the examina-
tion of the audience for superiority of beauty. 

During this constant struggle it happen-
ed, that Phillis one day at public prayers 
smote the heart of a gay West-Indian, who 
appeared in all the colours which can affect 
an eye that could not distinguish between 
being fine and t a w d ^ . This American, in 
a summer-island suit, was too shining and 
too gay to be resisted by Phillis, and too in-
tent upon her charms to be diverted by 
any of the laboured attractions of Brunetta. 
Soon after, Brunetta had the mortification 
to see her rival disposed of in a wealthy 
marriage, while she was only addressed to 
in a manner that showed she was the admi-
ration of all men, but the choice of none. 
Phillis was carried to the habitation of her 
spouse in Barbadoes. Brunettahad the ill-
nature to inquire for her by every opportu-
mty, and had the misfortune to hear of her 
being attended by numerous slaves, fanned 
into slumbers by successive bands of them, 
and carried from place to place in all the 
pomp of barbarous magnificence. Brunet-
ta could not endure these repeated advices, 
but employed all he r arts and charms in 
laying baits for any of condition of the same 
island, out of mere ambition to confront 
her once more before she died. She at last 
succeeded in her design, and was taken to 
wife by a gentleman whose estate was con-
tiguous to that of her enemy's husband. I t 
would be endless to enumerate the many 
occasions on which these irreconcilable 
beauties laboured to excel each other; but 
in process of time it happened, that a ship 
put into the island consigned to a friend of 
Phillis, whohad directions togiveher the re-
fusal of all goods for apparel, before Brunet-
ta could be alarmed of their arrival. He did 
so, and Phillis was dressed in a few days in 
a brocade more gorgeous and costlv than 
had ever before appeared in that latitude. 
Brunetta languished at the sight, and 
could by no means come up to the bravery 
of her antagonist She cximmunicated her 
anguish of mind to a faithful friend, who 
by an interest in the wife of Phillis's mer-
chant, procured a remnant of the same silk 
for Brunetta. Phillis took pains to appear 
in all the public places where she was sure 
to meet Brunetta; Brunetta was now pre-

Eared for the insult, and came to a public 
ill in a plwn black silk mantua, attended 

by a beautiful negro girl in a petticoat of 
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