
pedHnt, tl>n,t is perpetually jMittin^ eases, 
repeating tlie transactions of \Vei>tmiiist(;r-
hall, -wransjlin* with y-f)U upon the most in-
different cirrumstances of life, and not to be 
convinced cif the distance of a place, or of 
the most trivial point in ccinvcrsation, but 
by dint of a r^ racn t . The state iJfdaiit is 
wrapt up iu news, and lost in politics. If 
Vim mention cither of the kings of Spain or 
Poland, he talks very notably; but if you 
Ro out of the (Jazette, you dn>p him. In 
short, a mere coui-tier, a mere soldier, a 
mere scholar, a mere anv tiling, is an in-
sipid pedantic character,"and equally ridi-
culms. . 

Of ail the species of pedants, which I 
have mentioiie<l, the book-pcclant is much 
the most supportable; he has at least an 
exercised understanding, and a head which 
is full thoush cnnfusvd, so that a man who 
converses with him mav often receive from 
him hints of things that 'are worth knowing, 
and what he may possiblv turn to his own 
advantage, though thev- are of little use to 
the owner, Tlie woret kind of pedants 
among learned men, are such as are natu-
rally endued with a vei-v small share of 
common sense, and have read a great num-
ber of books without taste or distinction. 

T h e truth of it is, learning, like travel-
ling, and all other methods of improvement, 
as it finishes good sense, so it makes a silly 
man ten thmisand times moi'e insulTeruble, 
bv supplying variety of matter to his im-
pertinence, and giving him an opportunity 
of abounding in absurdities. 

Slialkiw pedants cry up one another much 
move than men of solid and useful learning. 
To read the titles thev give an editor, or 
collector of a manuscript, you would take 
him fiir the glory of the commonwealth of 
letters, and the wonder of his age, when 
',>erhaps upon examination you find that he 
has only rectified a (ireek particle, or laid 
out a wiiole sentence in proper coninias. 

Thei- are oliliged indeed to be thus la\-ish 
of their praises, that they mav keep one 
another in countenance; and it is no wonder 
if a CTeat deal of knowledge, which is not 
capable of making a man wise, has a natu-
ral tendency to make him vain and an-o-
gant. 
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HAVIKG often received an im itation from 
my friend Sir Ro^or ele Coverley to pass 
away a month with him in the countrv, I 
last week accomiianii-d liim thither, and 
am settled with him f i r s i m e time at his 
country-house, where 1 intend to form seve-
ral of my ensuing SI)—""' Sir Roger, 

who is very well acquainted with my hu-
mour, lets me rise and go to bed when I 
please, dine at his own table or in my 
chamber, as I think fit, sit still and sav no-
thing without bidding me be merry. \^Tien 
the gentlemen of the country come to see 
him, he only shows me at a distance. As I 
have been walking in his fields, I have ob-
served tliem stciding a sight of me over a 
hedge, and have heard the knight desirin; 
them not to let me see them, for that 
hated to be stared at. 

I am the more at case in Sir Roger's 
family, because it consists of sober and staid 
persciis; for as the knight is the best mas-
ter in the world, he seldom changes his ser-
vants; and as he is beloved by all about 
hira, his ser\-ants never care for leaving 
him: by this means his domestics are all in 
years, and grown old with their master. 
Vou would take his \ alet de chambre for 
his brother, his butler is gray-headed, his 
groom is one of the gravest men that I have 
ever seen, and his coachman has the looks 
of a privy counsellor. You see the good-
ness of the master even in the old house-
df^, and in a gray pad that is kept in the 
stable with great care and tenderness out of 
regard to his past scr\'ices, though he has 
been useless for several years. 

I could not but f>b.sen-e with a great deal 
of pleasure the jov that appeared in tlie 
cmmtenances of tliese ancient domestics 
upon my friend's arrival at his countr>--seat. 
Some of them could n<rt refrain from tears 
at the sight of their old master; even" one 
of them pressed forward to do something 
for him, and seemed discouraged if ihey-
were not employed. A t the same time the 
good old knight, with a mixture of the fa-
ther and the master of the family, tempered 
the inquiries after his own affairs with seve-
ral kind questions relating to themselves. 
This humanity and good-nature engages 
every body to him, so tnat when he is plea-
sant upon any of them, all his family arc in 
good humour, and none so much as the pt-r-
son whom he diverts himself with: on the 
contrary, if he coughs, or betrays any in-
firmity of old age, it is easy for a stander-bv 
to observe a secret concern in the looks of 
all his ser\'ants. 

My worthy friend has p>it me under the 
particular care of his butler, who is a ver>-

trudent man, and, as well as the rest of 

is fellow-servants, wonderfully desirous of 
pleasing me, becausc they have often heard 
their m a s t T talk of me as of his particular 
friend. 

My chief companion, when Sir Roger is 
diverting himselt in the woods or the fields, 
is a very v enerable man who is ever with 
Sir Roger, and has lived at his house in the 
nature of a chaplain above thirty years. 
This gentleman is a person of g o ^ sense 
and some learning, cf a verv regular life 
and obliging conversation: lie^ieartily loves 
Sir Ri^'er, ajid knows that he is ven" much 
ill th'- • I'l Vniglu's esteem, so 'hat (le lives 
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in the family rather as a relation than a 
dependent. 

J have nbseTved in several of my papers 
that my friend Sir Ri>Rcr, amidst all his 
Rood qualities, is snmething of a humorist; 
and th i t his virtues, as well as imperfec-
tions, are as it wtrc tinged by a ceitain ex-
travagance, which makes the'm particularly 
his, and distinguishes them from those of 
nther men. This cast of mind, as it is gene-
rally very innocent in itself, so it renders 
his convei-saticm hisjhlv agreeable, and more 
delightful than the ^ m e degree of sense 
and virtue would appear in their common 
and ordinary colours. As I was walkins 
with him last night, he asked me how I 
liked the good man whom I have just now 
mentioned? and without staying for my an-
swer told me, that he was'afrmd of being 
insulted with Latin and Greek at his own 
table; for which reason he desired a par-
ticular friend of his at the university to find 
liim out a clergyman rather of plain sense 
than much learning, of a good aspect, a 
clear voice, a sociable temper, and, if pos-
sible, a man that understcxxl a little of back-
gammon. ' M y friend, ' says Sir Roger, 
' found me out this gentlemaii, who, besides 
the endowments required of him, is, they 
tell me, a good scholar, though he does not 
show it. I have riven him the parsonage of 
the parish; and because I know his vEune, 
have s e t t l e upon him a gf>od annuity for 
life. If he outlives me, he shall find that he 
was higher in mv esteem than perhaps he 
thinks he is. He has now been with me 
tbiitv years; and though he does not know 
I have taken notice of it, has never in all 
that Ume asked any thing of me for him-
self, though he is every day soliciting me 
for s^imething in behalf of cxic or other of 
my tenants his parishioners. T h e r e has not 
been a law-suit in the parish since he has 
lived among them; if any dispute arises 
they applv themselves to him for the deci-
sion; i tbey do not acquiesce in his judg-
ment, whicfi I think never happened above 
once or twice at most, thev appeal to me. 
A t his first settling with m'e, 1 made him a 
present of all the good sermons which have 
been printed in English, and only begged 
of him that ever>- Sunday he would pro-
nounce one of them in the pulpit- Accord-
ingly he has digested them into such a 
series, that they follow one another natu-
mllv, and makc'a continued system of prac-
tical divinity.' 

Sir Roger was going on in his story, 
the gentleman we were talking of came up 
to us; and upon the knight's asking him 
•who jircached to-morrow (foi it was Satur-
day night,) told us the bishop of St. Asaph* 
ill the morning, and Di". South in the after-
noon. He then siiowed us his list of preach-
ers far the whole year, where I saw with a 
great deal of pleasure, archbishop Tillct-
son, bishop Sauiiderscn, Dr. Barrow, Dr. 

Calamy, with several living authors who 
have published discourses of prartical di-
vinity. I no sooner saw this venerable man 
in the pulpit, but I very much approved of 
my friend's insisting upon the qualifications 
of a good aspect and a clear voice; for 1 was 
so cliarroed with the gi'acefulness of his 
figure and dclit'cry, as well as with the dis-
courses he pmnounced, that I think I never 
passed any time more to mv satisfaction. 
A sermon repeated after this manner, is 
like the composition of a poet in the mouth 
of a graceful actor. 

I could heartily wish that more of our 
cotmtry clergv would follow this example; 
and instead of wasting their spirits in labo-
rious compoatlons of their own, wruld en-
deavour after a handsome elocution, and 
all those other talents that are proper to 
enforce what has been jx-niied by ^ e a t c r 
masters. This wonld not only be more easy 
to themselves, but more eiiifying to the 
people. L. 

' Dr. Fleetwood. 
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THE reception, manner of attendance, 
undisturbed freedom and quiet, which I 
meet with here in the coiintr)', has con-
firmed me in the opinion I always had, tha t 
the general corruption of manners in ser-
vants is owing to the conduct of masters. 
T h e aspect of every one in the family car-
ries so much satisfaction, that it appears he 
knows the happy lot which has befallen 
him in being a member of it. T h e r e is one 
particular which I have seldom seen but a t 
Sir Roger's; it is usual in all other places, 
that servants fly from the parts of the house 
through which their master is passing: on 
the contrary, here they industriously place 
themselves in his wav; and it is on both 
sides, as it were, understood as a visit, 
when the servants appear without calling. 
"I'his proceeds from the liumane and equal 
temper of the man of the house, who also 
perfectly well knows liow to enjoj- a great 
estate with such economy as ever to be 
much beforehand, This makes his own 
mind untroubled, and consequently unapt 
to vent peevish expressions, or give pa-s-
sionate or inconsistent orders to those ahout 
him. Thus resi>ect and love go together; 
and a certain cheerfulness in ]^rformance 
of their duty is the particular distinction of 
the lower part of this family. W h e n a ser-
vant is called before his master, he docs 
nnt cnme with an expectation to hear him-
self rated for some trivial fault, threatened 
to be stripped, or used with any other un-
becoming language, which mean masters 
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often give to worthy servants; but it is often 
to know, what road he took, that he came 
so readily back according to order; whe-
ther he passed by; such a CTijund; if the old 
man who rents it is in good health; or whe-
ther he gave Sir Roger's lo\ e to liim, or 
the like. 

A man who presen-es a respect founded 
on his benevolence to his dependents, lives 
rather like a prince than a master in his 
f.imil)-; his orders are received as favours 
rather than duties; and the distinctirn of 
appi-naching him is part of the reward for 
executing what is commanded by him. 

T h e r e is another circumstance in which 
my friend excels in his management, which 
IS, the manner of rewarding his servants. 
He has ever been of opinion, that giving 
iiis cast clothes to be worn by vUets has a 
very ill effect upon little minds, and creates 
a silly sense of equality between the par-
ties, in persons affecterf only with outward 
t t o g i I have heard him often pleasant on 
this occasion, and describe a young gentle-
man abusing his man in that coat, which a 
month or two before was the most pleasing 
^Winction he was conscious of in himself 
He would turn his disccurse still more plea-
^ t l y upon the bounties of the ladies of this 
kmdj and I have heard him say he knew a 
fine woman, who distributed rewards and 
jiunishments in giving becoming or unbe-
coming dresses tn her maids. 

But my good friend is above these little 
instances of good-will, in bestowing only 
trifles on his servants; a good sen'ant to 
him is sure of having it in his choice very 
socmof beingnoser\'aiit at all, As I before 
oMtrved, he is so good a husband, and 
knows so thoroughlv that the skill of the 
purse is the cardinal virtue of this life; I 
say, he knows so well that frogality is the 
support of generositv, that he can often 
spare a large fine when a tenement falls, 
and give that settlement to a g o ^ servant 
who has & rninci to go into the worldj or 
make a stranger pay the fine to that ser-
vant, for his more comfortable m ^ t e n a n c e , 
if he stays in his service. 
. Amanofhonourandgenerosi tyconsiders 
It would be miserable to himself to have no 

w another, though it were of 
the best person breathing, and for that rea-
son goes on as fast as he is able to put his 
servants into independent livelihoods. T h e 

Koger's estate is ten-
anted by persons who have served himself 
or his ancestors. I t was to me extremely 
pleasant to observe the visitants from seve-
ral parts to welcome his arrival into the 
cmmtry: and all the difference that I could 
take notice of between the late senan t s 
who came to see him, and those who staid 
in the family, was that these latter were 
locked upon as finer gentlemen and better 
courtiers. 

This manumission and placing tliem in a 
way of livelihood, 1 look up<w as only wliat 
is due to a good servant; which encourage-

ment will make his successor be as diligent, 
as humble, and as ready as he was. "ftert* 
is something wondeifol in the narrowness of 
those minds, which can be pleased, and be 
barren ofbounty to those who please them. 

One might, on this occasion, recount the 
sense that great persons in all ages have 
had of the merit of their dependents, and 
the heroic services which men have done 
their masters in tlie extremity of their foi--
tunes, and shown to their undone patrons, 
that fortune was all the difference betweeu 
them; but as I design this my speculation 
only as a gentle admonition to thankless 
masters, I shall net go out of the occur-
rences of common life, but assert it as a 
general observation, that I never saw, but 
m Sir Roger's family, and one or two more, 
gootl servants treated as they ought to be. 
Sir Hewer's kindness extends to their chil-
dren's children, and this very monsing he 
sent his coachman's grandson to prentice. 
I shall conclude this paper with an account 
of a picture in his gallerj", where there are 
many which will deserve my future cb-
ser\'ation. 

At the very upper end of this handsome 
structure I saw the portnuture cf two yoimg 
men standing in a river, the one naked, the 
other in liverv. T h e person supported 
seemed half dead, but still so much alive as 
to show in his face exquisite joy and Inve 
towards the other. I tfimight the fainting 
figure resembled my friend Sir Roger: ana 
looking at the butler who stood by me, f r 
an account of it, he informed me that the 
)erson in the livery was a sen ant rf Sir 
lexer's, who stood cn the shore while his 

master was swimming, and obser\'ing him 
taken with some sudden illness, and sink 
under water, jiimped in and saved him. 
He told me Sir Roger took cff the dress he 
was in as soon as he came home, and by a 
great bounty at that time, followed by his 
favour ever since, had made him master of 
that pretty seat which we saw at a distance 
as we came to this house. I remembered 
indeed Sir Roger said, there lived a very-
worthy gentleman, to whom he was highly 
obligetl, without mentioning any thing fur-
tlier. Upwi mv looking a little dissatisfied 
at some part ot the picture, mv attendant 
informed me that it was against Sir Roger's 
will, and at the earnest request of the gen-
tleman himself, that he was drawn in the 
habit in which he had saved his master. 

R. 
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As I was yesterday morning walking 
with Sir Roger before liis house, a country-
fellow brought him a huge fish, which, he 
told him, Mr. William \ \ ' imble* hadcauRht 

• .Mr. Thoinia Moicctall, a Vorluhire gontlcioan. 
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that vep- morning; and that he presented it 
with his service to him, and intended to 
come and dine with him. At the same time 
lie delivered a letter, which my friend read 
to me as soon as the messenger left him. 

'SIR ROGT.R,—I desire you to accept of 
a jack, which is the best I have caught 
this season. I intend to come and stay with 
you a week, and see how the perch Site in 
the Black river. I observei with some 
concern, the last time 1 saw you upon the 
bowling-green, that your whip wanted a 
lash to it: I will bring half a dozen with me 
that I twisted last week, which I hope will 
serve you all the time you are in the countiy. 
I have not been out of the saddle for six 
days last past, having been at Eton with 
Sir John's eldest son.* H e takes to his 
learning hugely.—I am sir, your humble 
scr\'ant, 

• W I L L W I M B L E . ' 

Th i s extraordinary letter, and message 
that accompanied it, made me very curious 
to know the character and quality of the gen-
tleman who sent them; which J fnund t o b e 
as follows.—Will W i m b l e is younger bro-
ther to a baronet, and descended of the an-
cient family of the Wimbles. H e is now 
between forty and fifty; but being bred to 
no business, and bom to no estate, he gene-
rally lives with his elder bro ther as su-
perintendent of his game. H e hunts a pack 
of dogs better than any man in the country, 
and is very famous for finding out a hare. 
H e is extremelv well versed In all the little 
handicrafts of an idle man. H e makes a 
May-fly to a miracle; and furnishes the 
whole country with angle-rods. As he is 
a good-natured officious fellow, and very 
much esteemed upon account of his fa-
mily, he is a welcome guest at every house, 
and keeps u p a good correspondence among 
all the gentlemen about h im. H e carries 
a tulip root in liis pocket from one to an-
otlier, or exchanges a puppy between a 
couple of friends that live perhaps in the 
opposite ades of the country. Wi l l i s apa r t i -
cular favourite of all the young heirs, whom 
he frequently obliges with a net that he 
has weaved, or a setting-dog that he has 
made himself. H e now and then presents 
a pnir of garters c£ his own knitt ingto their 
mothers or sisters; and raises a great deal 
of mirth among them, by enquiring, as often 
as he meets them, " h o w they wear ! " 
These gentleman-like manufactures and 
obliging little humours make Wil l the dar-
ling of the C(;untry. 

Sir Roger was proceeding in the charac-
te r of him, when he saw him make u p to 
ns with two or three hazle twigs in his 
hand that he had cut in Sir Roger's woods, 
as he came through tliem, in his way to the 
house. I was very much pleased to ob-
serve on one side the hearty and sincere 
welcome with which Sir Roger received 
him, and on the other, tlie secret joy which 

his guest discovered at agl i tof the good old 
knight. Af ter the first salutes were over. 
Wil l desired Sir Roger to lend him one of 
his servants to carry a set of shuttlecocks 
he had with him in a littie box, to a lady that 
lived about a mile off, to whom it seems he 
had promised such a present for above this 
half year. Sir Roger s back was no sooner 
turned but lionest vVill began to tell me of 
a large ccck pheasant that he had sprung 
in one of the neighbouring woods, with two 
or three other adventures of the same na-
ture. Odd and uncommon cliaracters are 
the game that I look for, and most delight 
in; for which reason I was as much pleased 
with the novelty of the person that talked 
to me, as he could be for his life with 
the springing of a pheasant, and therefore 
listened to him with more than ordinary 
attention. 

In the midst of this discourse the bell 
rung to dinner, where the gentleman I 
have been speaking of had the pleasure of 
seeing the huge j a c t h e had caught, served 
up fcr the first dish in a most sumptuous 
manner. Upon our sitting down to it he 
gave us a long account how he had hooked 
it, plaved with it, foiled it, and at length 
drew ft out upon the bank, with several 
other particulars that lasted all the first 
course. A dish of wild fowl that came 
afterwards furnished conversation for the 
rest of the dinner, which concluded with 
a late invention of Wil l ' s for improving the 
quail-pipe. 

Upon withdrawing into my room after 
dinner, I was secreUy t c u c h ^ with com-
passion towards the honest gentleman tha t 
had dined with us; and could net but con-
sider with a great deal of concern, how so 
good a heart and such busy hands were 
wholly employed in trifles; tha t so much 
humanity should be so little beneficial to 
others, and so much industry so little ad-
vantageous to himself. T h e same temper 
of mind and application to affairs might 
have recommende<l him to the public 
esteem, and have raised his fortune in an-
other station of life. W h a t good to his 
country or himself might not a t rader or a 
merchant have done with such useful 
though ordinary qualifications? 

W i l l Wimble ' s is the case of many a 
younger brother of a great family, who fiad 
ra ther see their children starve like gentle-
men, than thrive in a trade or profession 
that is beneath their quality. Th i s humour 
fills several par ts of Europe with pride and 
beggarv. It is the happiness of a trading 
nation "like oui-s, that the younger sons, 
though incapable of any liberal ar t or pro-
fession, may be placed in such a way of 
life, as may perhaps enable them to \'ie 
with the best of their family. Accordingly 
we find several citizens that were launched 
into the world with narrow fortunes, rising 
by an honest industry to sreater estates 
than those of their elder brothers. I t is 
not improbable but Wil l was formerly t r io l 
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atdivini t / , law, or phj-sic; and tliat finding 
I l l s genius did not lie that way, his parents 
save him up at lengtli to his own inven-
tions. But certainly, however iniproiJer 
lie might have been for studies of a higher 
nature, lie was pcrfec.tly well turned for 
the occupations of trade and comincrcc 
As I think this a jjoiiit which cannot be too 
much lucukatecl, I shall desire my reader 
to compare what I have here written with 
what I have said in my twenty-first suecu-
lation. ' L . 
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Of p la in f o o d sense, un tu i c r ' d in t i t schools. 

r WAS tliis morning walking in the iral-
!cr>', wlieu sir Roger entered at the end 
opposite ti> me, and advancing towards 
In p . CQlH KB I>ro.^ < . . . i i iw tL u i e a m o n K 
his relations the De Coverleys, and hoped 
1 l i ted the conversation of so much good 
company, who were as silent as myself I 
knew he alluded to the pictures, and as he 
IS a gentleman who does not a little value 
himself up^n his ancient descent, I expect-
^ he would me some account of them 
\ \ e were now arrived at the upper end of 
the BAlIery, when the knight faced towards 
one of the pictures, and as we stood before 
it, he entered into the matter, after his 
blunt way of saying things, as they occur to 
his imagination, without regular introduc-
tion, or c ^ e to presen-e the appearance uf 
^ chain of thouijht 

' It is.' said he, • worth while to consider 
Ilje force of dress; and how the persons 
of one age differ from those of another, 
merely by that only. One mav observe, 
also, that the general fashion of one age 
has been followed by one ijarticular set of 
peaple in another, and bv them prcsened 
tmm one generation to another. Thus the 
vast jettini? coat and small bonnet, which 
was the habit in Heniy the Seventli's time, 
IS kept on in the yeoman of the guard; not 
Without a gcv-xi and politic view, because 
t t i e v lonk a foot taller, and a foot and a 
iialt broader: besides, that the cap leaves 
the lace expwded, and consequently more 
rf'lMlac'e"" entrance 

' r'hjs predecessor of ours you see is 
cires^daftL-r this manner, and his cheeks 
would be no larger than mine, were ho in a 
hat as I am. He was the last man that 
won a prize m the Tilt-vard (which is now 
a commrai street before 'Wii tehaU.) You 
see the broken lance that lies there by his 
right foot. He shivered that lance of his 
adversary all to p.cces: and bearing him-
self, look you, sir, m Oiis manner, at the 
same time he came within the target of 
the gentleman wlio rode against him, and 
wkins hiin with mcredible force before 

him on the pumme! of his saddle, he in 
that niamier rid the tournament o\ er, with 
an air that showed he did it rather to per-
form the rule of the lists, than expose his 
enemp liowever, it appeared he knew how 
to make use of a victory, and with a gentle 
trot lie marched up to a gallery, where 
their mistress sat, (for they were r iv^s , ) 
and let him down with laudable couitesy 
and pardonable insolence. I do not know 
but it might be exactly where the coffee-
house is now. 

' You are to know this my ancestor was 
n ^ only a military genius, t u t fit also for 
the arts of peace, for he played on tlie base-
viol as well as any gentleman at court; you 
see where his viol hangs by lii.s basket-hilt 
sword. T h e action at the TUt-yard you 
maj ' be sure won th^ fa i r lady, who was a 
maid of honour, and the greatest beauty of 
her time; here she stands, the next picturc. 
You see, sir, my great p e a t great grand-

tlie new-fashic mother has on tlie new-fashioned petticoat, 
except that the modem is gathered at the 
waist; my grandmother appears as if she 
stood in a l a r ^ drum, whereas the ladies 
now walk as if they were in a go-cart. For 
all this lady was bred at court, she be-
came an excellent country wife, she brought 
ten cliildrcn, and when I show you Uie 
librar)-, you shall see in her own hand (al-
lowing for the difference of the language) 
the best receipt now in England both for a 
nastv-pudding and a whitc-pot 
, ' If you please to fall back a little, because 
It IS necessaiy to look at the three next 
pictures atone view; these are three sisters. 
She on the right baud who is so very beau-
tiful, died a maid; the next to her , still 
h^idsomer, had the same fate, i^ainst her 
will; this liomel)' thinff in the middle ha<l 
both their portions added to her own, and 
was stolen by a neighbouring gentleman, a 
iimii of stratagem and resolution, for he 
poi.soned three mastiffs to come at her , and 
Knocked down two deer-stealers in carrv-
iiig her off. Misfortunes happen in i l 
families. T h e theft of this romp, and so 
much monev, was no great matter to our 
estate. But the next heir that possessed it 
was this soft gentleman, whom you see there. 
Observe the small buttons, the little boots, 
the laces, the slashes about his clothcs, 
and aljove all the posture he is drawn in, 
(which to be sure was his own choosing,) 
you see he sits with one hand on a desk 
writing, and looking as it were another 
way, like an easy writer, or a sonnetteer, 
He was one of those that had too much wit 
to know how to live in the world; he was 
a man of no justice, but great good man-
ners; he mined every body that had any 
thing to do with him, but never said a rude 
thing in his life; the most indolent person 
m t h e world; he would sign a deed that 
passed away half his estate with liis gloves 
on, but would not put on his hat before a 
lady if it were to save his country. He is 
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sMd to be the first tha t made love by 
squeezing the hand. H e left the fstate 
with ten thousand pounds debt up^n it; but 
howcverby all hands I have been iiiforraed 
that he was every v a v the finest gcntle-
man in the world T h a t debt lay ht-avy 
on our house for ime generation, but it was 
retrieved by a ^ f t from that honest man 
you see there, a citizen of our name, but 
nothing at all akin to us. I know Sir An-
drew Freeport has said behind my back, 
that this man was descended frem one 
of the teii children cif the maid of honour 
I showed you above; but it was never 
made out. W c winked at the thing, in-
deed, because money was wanting at that 
t ime. ' 

Here I saw my friend a little embarrass-
ed, and turned niy face to the next pcr-
tnuture. 

Sir Roger went on with his account of the 
gallery in the f'lllowing manner: ' T h i s 
man (pointing to him I looked at) I take to 
be the honour of cur house. Sir Humphrey 
<le Coveriev; he was in his dealings as punc-
tual as a tradesman, and as jtenerous as a 
gentleman. H e would have thought him-
self as much undone by breaking his word, 
as if it were to be followed by bankruptcy. 
He sen'ed his country as a knight of the 
shire to his dying day. He found it 
no easy mat ter to maintain an i n t e ^ t y 
in his wol'ds and actions, even in things 
that regarded the offices which were in-
cumbent upon him, in the care of his own 
affairs and relations of life, and therefore 
dreaded (though he had p-eat talents) to 
go into employments of state, where he 
must be exposed to the snares of ambition. 
Innocence of life and great ability were the 
distinguishing parts rtf his character; the 
latter, he had often observ ed, had led to the 
destruction of the former, ajid be used fre-
quently to lament that gt«at and good had 
not the same signification. He was an 
excellent husbandman, hut had resohed 
not to exceed .such a degree of wealth; all 
above it he bestowed in secret bounties 
many years after the sum he aimed at for 
his own use was attained. Yet he did not 
slacken his industrv, but to adecentoldagc 
spent the life and fortune which was super-
fluous to himself, in the service of his 
friends and neighbmirs.' 

Here we were called to dinner, and Sir 
Roger ended the discourse of this gentle-
man, by telling me, as we followed the 
servant, that this his ancestor was a brave 
man, and narrowly escaped being killed 
in the civii wars; ' F o r , ' s a i d he, ' h e was 
sent out of the field upon a private message, 
the day before the battle of Worcester . ' 
T h e whim of narrowlv escaping by having 
been within a day of danger, with other 
matters above-mentioned, mixed with good 
sense, left me at a loss whether I was more 
delighted with my friend's wisdom or sim-
plicity. R. 

No. 110.] Friday, July 6,1711. 
H o n o r ubique animoa, eimul ipM eileniift t e r ren i . 

Vtrg. ii. 735. 
Al l thine^ ar€ fUll of hon'OT a n d af f r iehi . 
And dreadful e v ' a rlie ailence of tlK nigbt. 

Dryden. 
AT a little distance from Sir Roger's 

house, among the ruins of an old abbey, 
there is a long walk of aged elms; which 
are shot up so very high, that when one 
passes under them, the rooks and crows 
that rest upon the tops of them seem to be 
cawing in another region. I am very much 
delighted with this sort rf noise, which I 
consider as a kind of natural p r w e r lo that 
Being who supplies ^ e wants of' his whole, 
creation, and who, in the beautiful langiiage 
of the Psalms,* foedeth the youn^ ravens 
that call upon him. I like this retirement 
the hotter, because of an ill report it lies 
under of being haunted; for which reason 
(as I have been told in the family) no living 
creature ever walks in it besides the chap-
lain. My gofd friend the butler desired 
me with a very grave face not to venture 
myself in it af ter sunset, for that one rf the 
footmen bad been almost frightened out of 
his wits by a spirit that appeared to him in 
the shape of a black horse without a head; 
to which he added, that about a month ago 
one of the maids coming home late that 
way with a pail of milk upon her head, 
heard such a rustling among the bushes 
tha t she let it fall. 

I was taking a walk in this place last 
night between the hours of nine and ten, 
and could not but fancy it one of the most 
propel- scenes in the world for a ghost to 
appear in. T h e ruins cf the abbey are 
scattered up and down on every side, and 
half coveret with ivv and elder-bu^es, the 
harbours of sevi-ral solitary birds which 
seldom make tlieir appearance till the dusk 
of the evening. T h e place was formerly a 
church-yard, and has still several marks in 
it of graves and bi i r j ing-places. T h e r e is 
such an echo among the old ruins and 
vaults, that if yo\i stamp but a little louder 
than ordinary, you hear the snind repeated. 
At the same time the walk cf elms, with 
the croaking of the ravens which from time 
time are heard from the tops of them, 
looks exrceding solemn and venerable. T h e 
objects naturallv raise seriousness and at-
tention; and when night heightens the 
awfulness of the place, and pours out her 
supemumerarv horrors upon every thing 
in It, I do not at all wonder that weak minds 
fill it with spectres and apparitions. 

Mr. Locke, in bis chapter of the Asso-
ciation of Ideas, has very curious remarks 
to show how, by the prejudice of educa-
tion, one idea often introduces into the mind 
a whole set that bear no resemblance to 
oneanother in thena tureof th ings . Among 
several examples of this kind, he produces 

• P s a l . c j l v i i 9. 
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the following Instance. ' T h e ideas of gob-
lins and spntes have reallv no more to do 
with darkness than liglit;' yet let but a 
toohsh maid inculcate these often on the 
mind of a child, and rmse them there to-
gether, possibly he shall never be able to 
wpai'ate them again so long as he lives; 
but darkness shall ever afterwards brinR 
with it those frightful ideas, and they shall 
be so joined, that he can no more bear the 
one than the other. ' 

As I was walking in this solitude, where 
the dusk of the evening conspired with so 
many other occasions of terror, I observed 
a cow grazmg not far from me, which an 
imaginatiOTi that was apt to startle might 
easily have construed into a black horse 
without a head: and I dare say the poor 
t c ^ a n lost his wits upon some such tri-
vial occasion. 

My friend. Sir Roger, has often told me 
with a great deal of mirth, that at hisfirst 
commg to his estate he found three parts 
rt his house altogether useless; that the 
best room in it had the reputation of being 
haunted, and by tha t means was locked up; 
that noises had been heard in his long gal-
lery, so that he could not get a servant 
? f l l " A ^'Sht o'clock at night; 

that the door of one of his chambers ^ s 
nailed up, because there went a storv in the 
lamily that a butler had formerly h a n g ^ 
Jiimsclf in it; and that h b mother, who lived 
to a great age, had shut up half the rooms 
m the house, in which either her husband, 
a son, or daughter had died. Tl ie knight 
seeing his habitation reduced to so smalt a 
compass, and himself in a manner shut out 
of his own house, upon the death of his 
mother ordered all the apartments to be 
flung open, and exorcised by his chaplain, 
who lay in every room one "after another, 
and by that means dissipated the fears 

W A J AA jm which had so long reigned in the i ^ i l y 
I should not have 6een thus particu 

upon these ridiculous horrors, did not I 
find them so very much prevail in all parts 
of the country, A t the same time I think 
a person who is thus terrified with the 
imagination of ghosts and spectres much 
more reasonable than one who, contrary to 
t t e reports of all 'historians, sacred and 
prMwe, ancient and modem, and to the 
traditions of all nations, thinks the appcar-
™ce of spirits fabulous and groundless. 
L w i d not I give my self up to this general 
teWimo^ of mankmd, I should to the re-
lations of particular persons who are now 
living, and whom I cannot distrust in other 
matters of fa^t. I might here add, that 
not only the historians, to whom we may 
join the poets, but likewise the philos(> 
pliers of antK^uity, have favoured this opi-
nion, Lucretius himself, though by t^e 
course of his philosophy he was obliged to 
maintain that the soul did not exist sepa-
rate from the body, makes no doubt of the 
r ^ t y of appatitions, and that men liave 
otten appeared after their death. This I 

thmk very remarkable: he was so pressed 
with the matter of fact, which he could not 
have the confidence to deny, that he was 
forced to account for it by one of the most 
absurd unphilosophical notions that was 
ever started. He tells us that the surfaces 
of ^ bodies are perpetually ilving off from 
their respective bodies, one af ter another; 
Md that these surfaces or thin cases that 
included each other whilst they were joined 
in the_ body, like the coati of an onion, are 
sometimes seen entire when they are sepa-
rated from it; by which means we often 
behold the shapes and shadows of persons 
who are cither dead or absent.* 

I shall dismiss this paper with a story 
out of Josephus.t not so much for the sake 
ot the story itself as for the moral reflec-
tions with which the author concludes it 
and which I shall here set down in his own 
words. 'Glaphvra, the daiwhter of kinff 
Archelaus, after the death of her two first 
husbands, (being married to a third, who 
was brother to her first husband, and so 
passionately in love with her, that he turned 
off his former wife to make room for this 
marnage,) had a very odd kind of dream. 
She fancied that she saw her first husband 
commg towards her, and that she embraced 
him with great tenderness; when in the 
midst of the pleasure which she expressed 
" ot him.hc reproached her after 
the following manner; " G l a p h v r a , " savs 
he, thou hast made good the old sa^•ing, 
that wonMn are not to be trusted. W a s n M 
i the husband ofthvvirginity? H a v e l not 
children by thee? How cnuldst thou forget 
our loves so far as to enter into a second 
mamage , and after that into a third, nay 
to take for thy husband a man who has so 
shamelessly crept into the bed of his bro-
ther? However, for the sake of our past 
loves, I shall free thee from thv present 
reprcMch, and make thee mine for eve r . " 
G aphyra told this dream to several women 
of her acquaintance, and died soon af ter 
I thought this stor>- might not be imperti-
nent in this place, wherein I speak of those 
kings. Besides that, the example deserves 
to be taken notice of, as it contdns a most 
certain proof of the immortality of the soul 
and of Divine Providence. I f any man 
thmks these facts incredible, let him enjoy 
his own opinion to himself, but let him not 
endeavour to disturb the belief of others, 
who by instances of this nature are excited 
to the study of virtue. ' L . 

N a 111.] Saturday, JultfT, IMi. 
I n t e r si lvas acudemi (JUBPer^ ven im. 

Ht r -LiO. 2. Ep . 
T o March Ibr I ru lh in i c a d e a k froTes. 

THE course of my last speculation led 
me insensibly into a subject upon which 1 
always meditate with great delight, I mean 

• Lucret. i*. 34, i f . 
1 Aoi iqu i l . Jud . lib. i r i i , c , p . 15. 4 
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the immortaUty of the soul. I was vester-
dav walking; aVine in one of my friend's 
woods, and lest myself in it very agreeably, 
a.«i I was running over in mj" mmd the seve-
ra l arguments that established this great 
point, which is the basis of morality, and 
the source of all the pleasing hopes and 
sccret jovs that can arise in the hear t of a 
reasonable creature. I considered those 
s e v e r d proofs, drawn; 

First; From the nature of the soul itself, 
and particularly its imihateriality, which 
though not absolutely necessary to the 
etenii ty of its duration, has, I think, been 
evinced to almost a demonstration. 

Secondly, From its passions and senti-
ments, as particularly imm its love of ex-
istence, its horror of" annihilation, and its 
hopes of immortality, with that secrct 
satisfacUon which it finds in the practice 
of virtue, and that uneasiness which follows 
in it upon the commission of vice. 

Thirdly, From the nature of the Supreme 
Being, whose justice, goodness, wisdom, and 
veracity are all ccmcemed in this great point. 

But among these and other excellent ar-
guments for the immortality of the soul, 
^ e r e is one drawn from the perpetual pro-
gress of the soul to its perfection, without 
a possibility of ever arriving at i t : which is 
a hint that I do not remember to have seen 
opened and improved by others who have 
written on this subject, though it seems to 
me to carry a great weight witli it. How 
can it enter into the thoughts of man, that 
the soul which is capable of such immense 
perfections, and of receiving new improve-
ments to all eternity, shall fall away mto 
nothing almost as soon as it is created.' A r e 
such abilities made for nopuipose? A brute 
arrives at a point of perfection that he can 
never pass: in a few years he has all the 
endowments he is capable of; and were he 
to live ten thousand more, would be the 
&ame thine he is at p resen t W e r e a hu-
man soul.trius at a stand in her accomplish-
ments, were her faculties to be full blown, 
and incapable of fur ther enlargements, I 
could imagine it might fall away insensi-
bly, and drop a t once into a state of anni-
hilation. But can we believe a thinking 
being, that is in a perpetual progress of im-
provements, and travelling on from perfec-
tion to perfection, after having just looked 
abroad into the works of its Creator, and 
made a few discoveiies of his infinite good-
ness, wisdom, and power, must parish at 
her first setting out, and in the Seginning 
of her inquiries? 

A man, considered only m his present 
state, seems only sent into the world to pro-
pagate his kind. H e provides himself with 
a successor, and immediately quits his post 
to make room for him. 

HsKclem a l ie r ius . r e l u t iijida aii^ierTeiiit u n d a m . 
Har . L ib .2 . ^ ii. 175. 

Heir c rowds heir, a* in a loUiJif flood 
» \ « v « u r ^ i n a v e . Oet ih^ 

H e does not seem bom to enjov life, but 
to deliver it down to others. This is not 
surprising to consider in animals, which are 
formed for our use, and can finish their bu-
siness in a short life. T h e silk-worm, after 
having spun her task, lays her e g ^ and 
dies. But a man can never have taxen in 
hisfull measure of knowledge, has not t ime 
to subdue his passions, establish his soul in 
virtue, and come up to the perfection of 
his nature, before he is hurried off the 
stage. Would an infinitely wise Being make 
such glorious creatures for so mean a pur-
pose? Can he delight in the prod\iction of 
such abortive intelligences, such short-lived 
reasonable beings? Would he give us ta -
lents that are not to be exerted ? Capaci-
ties that are never to be gratified? How 
can we find that wisdom, which shines 
through all his works, in the formation of 
man, without looking on this world as only 
a nursery for the next, and belie^'ing that 
the several generations of rational crea-
tures, which'rise up and disappear in such 

Suick successions, are only to receive the i r 
rst rudiments of existence here , and af-

terwards to be transplanted into a more 
friendly climate, where they may spread 
and flourish to all eternity. 

T h e r e is not, in my opinion, a more 
pleasing and tr iumphant consideration in 
religion tiian this, of the perpetual pro-
gress which the soul m a i e s towards the 
perfection of its nature, without ever arr iv-
mg at a period In it. T o look upon the soul 
as gomg on ^ m s t r en^h to strength; to 
consider that she is to shine for ever with 
new accesdons of gloir , and brighten to all 
eternity; that she will be stiil adding vii^ 
tue to viitue, ajid knowledge to knowledge; 
carries in it something wonderfully agree-
able to that ambition which is natund to 
the mind of man. Nay, it must be a pros-
pect pleasing to God himself, to see his 
creation for ever beautifying in his eyes, 
and drawing nearer to him by greater de-
grees rA resemblance. 

Methinks this single conaderation of the 

Erogn-ss of a finite spirit to perfection, will 
e sufficient to extinguish all en \y in infe-

rior natures, and all contempt in superior. 
T h a t cherubim, which now appears as a 
God to a human soul, knows very well t ha t 
the period will come about in eternity, when 
the human soul shall be as perfect as h e 
himself now is: nav, when she shall look 
down upon that degree of perfection, as 
much as she now &1U short of it. I t is 
t rue the higher nature still advances, and 
by that means preserves his distance and 
superiority in the scale of being; but h e 
knows that how high soever the station is 
of which he stands possessed at present, the 
inferior nature will at length mount up to it, 
and shine forth in the same degree of glo^-. 

W i t h what astonishment and veneration 
may we look into our own souls, where 
there are such hidden stores of virtue and 
knowledge, such inexhausted sources of 
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perfection? W e know not yet what we 
shall be, nor will jt ever enter into the 
heart of man to conceive the glory that will 
be always in reserve for him. T h e soul, 
considered with its Creator, is like one of 
tliose mathematical lines that may draw 
nearer to one another for all eternity with-
out a possibility rf touching it: and can 
there be a thought so transporting, as to 
consider ourselves in these perpetual ap-
proaches to Him, who is not only tlie 
stand;ird of perfection but of happiness. 

Z/ . 

No. 112.] Monday, July 9, 1711. 
AJa .xfou ; ^ ms j i s x f i T a j , 

PytlMg. 
Firs t , i n oberii^nce t o t h y eoaDtry's r i t c f , 
Worah ip lb* immor ta l 

I AM always re ry well pleased with a 
country Sunday, and think, if keeping holy 
the seventh dav were onlv a human insti-
tution. it would be the b'est method that 
could have been thought nf for the polish-
ins and civilizingof mankind. I t is certain 
the coimtn' people would soon degenerate 
into a kind of savages and barbaiians, were 
there not such frequent returns of a stated 
time, in which the wliole village meet to-
gether with their best faces, and in their 
cleanliest habitt, to converse with one an-
other upon indifferent subjects, hear their 
duties explained to them, and join together 
in adoration of the Supreme Being. Sunday 
clears away the rust of the whole week, not 
only as it refreshes in their ininds the notions 
of religion, but as it puts both the sexes upon 
appearing in their most agreeable forms, 
and exerting all such quahties as are apt 

rchy; 
does upon the Change, tfie whole parish-
politics being generally discussed in that 
place either after sermon or before the bell 
r i n g i 

My friend Sir Ro^er being a gor>d church-
i n g , has beautified the inside of his church 
m t h several texts of his own choosing. He 
has likewise given a handsome pulpit-cloth, 
and railed in the communion-tablc at his 
oww expence. He has often told me, that 
at his coming to his estate he found his pa-
rishioners very irregular; and that in order 
to make them kneel and join in the re-
sponses, he gave every one of them a ha.s-
sock and a common-prayer-book: and at 
the same time employed an itinerant sng-
mg-master, who goes about the country for 
that purpose, to instruct them rightly in the 
tunes of the Psalms; upnn which they now 
very much value themselves, and indeed 
outdo most of the country churches that I 
have ever heard. 

As Sir Roger is landlord to the whole 
congregation, he keeps them in very good 
order, and will siifler nobody to sleep in it 

besides himself; for if by chance he has 
been surprised into a short nap at sermon, 
upon recovering out of it he stands up and 
looks about him, and if he sees any body 
else nodding, either wakes them h i m s ^ , 
or sends his servants to them. Several 
other of the nld knight's particularities 
break out upon these occasions. Sometimes 
he will be lengthening out a verse in the 
singing Psalms, half a minute after the rest 
of the congregation have done with it; seme-
times when he is pleased with the mat ter 
of his devotion, he pronounces 'An ien , ' 
three or four times to the same prayer ; 
and sometimes stands up when everv Ijody 
else is upon their knees, to cotmt die con-
gregation, or see if any of his tenants are 
missing, 

I was yesterday very much taityrised to 
hear my old friend, in the midst of the ser-
vice, calling out to one Jolin Matthews to 
mind what he was about, and not disturb 
the congregation. Tliis John Matthews it 
seems is remarkable for being an idle fel-
low, and at that time was kicking his heels 
for his diversion. This authonty rf t he 
knight, though exerted in that oda manner 
which accompanies him in all circumstances 
of life, has a very good effect upon the pa-
rish, who are not polite enough to see any 
thing ridiculous in his behaviour; besides 
that the general good sense and worthiness 
of his character make his friends <>bser\-e 
these little singularities as foils that rather 
set off than blemish his good qualities. 

As soon as the sermon is finished, nobody 
presumes to stir till Sir Roger is gone outc'f 
the church. T h e knight walks down from 
his seat in the chancel between a double 
row of his tenants, that stand bowing to 
him on each side: and every now and then 
inquires how such a one's tn fe , or mother, 
or son, or father do, whom he does not see 
at church; which is understood as a secrct 
reprimand to the person tha t i s absent. 

T h e chaplain has often told me, that upon 
acatechiangday, when Sir Roger has been 

Eleased with a boy that answers well, he 
as ordered a Bible to be given him next 

day for his encouragement; and sometimes 
accompanies it with a flitch of bacon to his 
mother. Sir Roger has likewise added five 

Eounds.a year to the clerk's pl.ice; and that 
f may en courage the young fellows to make 

themselves pet^ect in the church-senice, 
has promised upon the death of the present 
incumbent, who is very old, to bestow it 
according to merit. 

T h e fai r undei-standi ngbct ween Sir Roge r 
and his chaplain, and their mutual concur-
rcnce in doinsr good, is the mire remarka-
ble, because the ve i r next village is famous 
for the differences and cnntentions that rise 
between the parsnn and the 'squire, who 
live in a perpetual state of war. T h e par-
son is alwavs preaching at the 'squire; and 
the 'squire," to be revenged on the parson, 
tievcr comes to church. T h e 'squire has 
made all his tenants atheists and tythe-
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stealers; while the parson instnicts them 
eveiy Sunday in the dignity of his order, 
and insinuates to them, in almost erv ser-
mon, that he is a better man than his pa-
tron. In short, matters have comc to such 
an extremity, that the 'stiuirc has not said 
his prayers cither in public or private this 
half year; and that the parson threatens 
him, if he docs not mend his manners, to 
pray for him in the face of the whole con-
g T ^ a t i o n . 

Feuds nf tliis nature, though too frequent 
in the cnuntn', arc very fatui to the ordi-
narv penple; 'who are so used to be dazzled 
with ricSes, that they pay as much defer-
ence to the understanding of a man of an 
estate, as of a mancf learning; and are very 
hardly brought to reijard any truth, how 
import int soever it maybe, that is preached 
to them, when they know there are several 
men of five hundred a year who do not be-
lieve i t L . 

No. 113.] Tuesday, July 10, 1711. 
I l e r e n i infixi pectore vultua. 

Vi'g. vEn. iv. 4. 
Her ICTOKS were DEEP INI[«inted ID b i i b e a n . 

IK mv first description of the company in 
which I pass most c m^ time, it may be re-
membered, that I mentioned a great afflic-
tion which n>y friend Sir Roger had met with 
in his youth; which was no tessthan a disap-
pointment in iove. I t happened this even-
mg, that we fell into a very pleasing walk 
at a distince from his house. As soon as 
we came into it, ' It is,' quoth the good old 
man looking r(und him with a smile, ' very 
hard, that anv part of my land should be 
settled upon one who has used me so ill as 
the perverse widow did; and vet I am sure 
I could not see a sprig of any bough of this 
whole walk of trees, but I should reflect 
upon her and lier severity. She has cer-
tainly the finest hand of any woman in the 
world. You are to know, this was the place 
wherein I used to muse upon her; and by 
tliat custom I can never come into it, but 
the same tender sentiments revive in my 
mind, as if I had actually walked with that 
beautiful creature under these shades. I 
have been fiK)l enough to cat^'e her name 
on the bark of several of these trees; so un-
happy is the ccndition of men in love, to 
attempt the removing of their passion by 
the methods which serve only to imprint it 
deeper- She has certainly the finest hand 
of any woman in the world.' 

Here followed a profound silence; and I 
was not displeased to observe ray friend 
failing so naturally into a discourse, which 
I had ever before taken notice he indus-
triously avoided. After a very long pause, 
h e entered upon an account of this great 
circumstance m his life, with an air which 
I thought raised my idea of him above what 
I had ever had before; and gave me the 
picture of that cheerful mind of his, before 

it received that stroke which has ever since 
affected his words and actions. But he went 
on as follows. 

' I came to my estate in my twenty-
secfind year, and resolved to follow the steps 
of the most worthy of my ancestors who 
have inhabited this spat of earth before me, 
in all the methods of hospitaliU' and good 
neighbourhood, for the saKc of' my fame; 
and in country sports and recreation's, for 
the sake of mv health. In my twenty-third 
year I was obliged to serve as sherilt of t he 
county; and in my servants, officers, and 
whole equipage, indulged the pleasure of a 
young man (who did not think ill of his own 
person,) in taking that public occasion of 
showing mv figure and behaviour to ad-
vantage. You may easily imagine to your-
self what appearance I made, who am 
pretty tall, rid well, and was very well 
dressed, at the head of a whole county, 
with music before me, a feather in my hat, 
and my horse well bitted. 1 can assure 
'•'ou, I was not a little pleased with the 
kind looks and glances I had from all the 

balconies and windows as I rode to the hall 
where the assizes were held. But when 
I came there, a beautiful creature, in a 
widow's habit, sat in court to hear the event 
nf a cause concerning her dower. T h i s 
commanding creature, (who was bom for 
the destruction cf all who behold her,) pu t 
on such a resignation in lier countenance, 
and bore the whispers of all around the 
court with such a pretty uneasiness, I war-
rant you, and then recovered herself from 
one eye to another, until she was perfectly 
confused by meeting something so wistfiil ' 
in all she Micountered, that at last, with a 
murrwn to her, she cast her bewitching 
eye upon me. 1 no sooner met it but 1 
bowed like a great surprised b;ioby; and 
knowing her cause was to be the first which 
came on, I cried, like a great captivated 
calf as I was, " Make way for the defend-
ant's witnesses." This sudden partiality 
made all the county immediately see the 
sheriff also was become a slave to the fine 
widow.—During the time her cause was 
upon trial, she oehaved herself, 1 warrant 
you, with such a deep attention to her 
business, took opportunities to have Httle 
billets handed to her counsel, then would 
be in such a pretty confusion, occasioned, 
you must know, by acting before so much 
company, that not only 1, but the whole 
court was prejudiced in her favcur; and all 
that the next heir to her husband had to 
urge, was thought so groundless and frivo-
lous, that when it came to her counsel to 
reply, there was not half so much said as 
every one besides in the court thought he 
could have urged to her advantage. You 
must understand, sir, this perverse woman 
is one of those unaccountable creatures that 
secretlv rejoice in the admiration of men, 
but inrfulge themselves in no further con-
sequences. Hence it is that she has ever 
had a t r ^ n of admirers, and she removes 
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from her slaves in town to those in the 
countn-, according to the seasons of the 
year. She is a reading latlv, and far gone 
m the pleasures of fnendstiip. She is al-
ways accoinpaiiieel by a confidant, who is 
witness to her daily protestations against 
our sex, and consequently a bar to her first 
steps towards love, upon the strength of 
her own maxims and declarations. 

' However, I must needs sav, this accom-
plished mistress of mine has'distinguished 
me above the rest, and has been known to 
declare Sir Roger de Coverley was the 
tamest and most humane of all the brutes 
jn the countrv. I was told she said so by 
one who thought he rallied me; and upon 
the strength of this slender encoura(te-
m o r \ t ^ *I ^^M. I ^ 1 , , 1 1 ^ T rnent of being thought least detestable, i 
made new liveries, new-paired my coach-
horses, sent them all to town to be bitted, 
and taught to throw their legs well, and 
move altogether, before I pretended to 
cross the countrv, and wait upon her. As 
soon as I thought my retinue suitable to the 
character of my fortune and youth,-1 set 
mit from hence to make my addresses. 
1 he panicvilar skill of this lady has ever 

been to mflame vour wishes, and vet com-
rnand respect. T o make her -mistress of 
^ i s art, she has a greater share of know-
ledge, wit, and good sense, than is usual 
even among men of merit. Then she is 
beautiful beyond the race of women. If 
you will not let her gu on with a certain 
artifice with her eyes, and the skill of 
beauty, she will arm herself with her real 
charms, and strike vou with admiration in-
stead of desire. I t is certain tha t if you 
-w êre to behold the whole woman, there is 
that dignity in her aspect, that composure 
m her motion, tha t complacency in her 
manner, that if he r form makes you hope, 
her merit makes you fear. But then again, 
she is such a desperate scholar that no 
country gentleman can approach her with-
out bemg a jes t As I was going to tell 
y<w, when I came to her house, I was ad-
mitted to her presence with great civility; 
a t the same time she placed herself to be 
first seen by me in such an attitude, as I 
think you call the posture of a picture, that 
she discovered new charms, and I at last 
came towards her with s»ich an awe as 
made me speechless. This she no sooner 
oi'^^^ ed hut she made her advantage of it, 

began a discourse to me concerning 
p v e and honour, as thev both are followed 
by pretenders, and the real votaries to 
them. v\ hen she discussed these points in 
a discrarse, which I verilv believe was as 
learned as t he best philosopher in Europe 
could possibly make, she asked me whether 
she was so happy as to fall in with my sen-
timents on theseimponant particulars. Her 
confidant sat bv her , and upon mv being 
m the last confusion and silence, this ma-
licious aid of her's turning to her, ssvs I 
am very glad to observe Sir Roger pauses 
upon tins subject; and seems resolved to 

deliver all his sentiments upon the matter 
when he pleases to speak." T h e v both 
kept their countenances, and after" I had 
sat half an hour meditating how to behave 
before such profound casuists, I rose u p and 
took my leave. Chance has since that time 
thrown me very often in her way, and she 
as often directed a discourse to me which T 
do not understand. This barbarity has 
kept me ever at a distance from the most 
beautiful object my eyes ever beheld. I t is 
thus also she deals with all mankind, and 
you must make love to her, as you would 
conquer the Sphinx, by posing her. But 
were she like other women, and that there 
were any talking to her, how constant must 
the pleasure of that man be, who could 
converse with a creature But, after all. . . . . . . . . W . v - v - . l . »,ULj a u , 
you may be sure her heart is fixed on some 
one or other; and yet I have been credibly 
informed—but who can believe half that is 
said!—after she had done speaking to me, 
she put her hand to her bosom, and ad-
justed her tucker. Then she cast her eyes 
a little down, upon mv beholding her too 
earnestly.^ T h e y say she sings excellently; 
her voice in her ordinary speech has some-
thing in it inexpressibly sweet. You must 
know I dined with her at a public table the 
day after I first saw her, and she helped 
me to some tansv in the eve of all the gen-
Uenien in the counCrj-, She has certainly 
the hnest hand of any woman in the world, 
i can assure you, sir, were vou to behold 
her, you would be in the same condition; 
for as her speech is music, her form is an-
gelic. But I find I grow irregular while I 
am talking of her; but indeed it would be 
stupidity to be unconcerned at such perfec-
tion. Oh, the excellent creature! she is as 
inimitable to all women as she is inaccessi-
ble to nil men. ' 

I found my friend begin to rave, and in-
sensibly led him towards the house, that 
we might be joined by some other com-
pany; and am convinced that the widow is 
the secret cause of all that inconsistency 
which appears in some parts of my friend's 
discourse; thoughhe has so much command 
of himself as not directlv to mention her, 
yet according to tliat of Martial, which one 
knows not how to render into English, 
Dum tacti have loguitUT. I shall end this 
paper with that whole epigram, which 
represents with much humour my honest 
friend's condition: 

dn l e qn i r f a ^ i t Ruriui, n ih i l e r t , n is i NVvia R u f t . 
Si iraiidet. si flee, si t ac^ i , h a i i r loqii i t i i r : 

Ccpnat , p r o p i n a t , po«irit, n e g a t , a n n u i t , u n a eat 
N E v i a ; si Ron ail \ r 7 i a . n t i l l i i««r i [ , 

Scr ibpr i i h p a r e m a paii-i c u m l u t * Aalutem, 
N s v i a lux , i n q u i t , N s v i a n u m e n , ave . 

B f i g - 69 .1 .1 . 

' L P I R u f u s w w p , rtfjoice, " t a n d , s i t . o r w a l k . 
Si i l l he c a n D c t h i n g l jut of K r v i a t a l k ; 

h i m « a t . d r i n k , apk l u e s t i o n s , o r disputQ 
Sti l l lie mij^t speak of \ e v i a , or mul«>, ' 
H e -n-rit t o h i s f a l b e t , e o d i n e w i t h t h i s J iaa 
I a m , m y Icn-cly N e v i a , ei-er t l i i Q e ' * 

R . 
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P&uper t a t i s podor et fiiRa' 
Her. L i b - 1 . Ep . i v i i i . 31. 

- T h ( ! drcAil o f noth t f iQ more 
T l i a n l u b e Ibougl i i nec/'Bsitouft 4i id p o o r . — i W y . 

ECONOMY in our affairs has the same 
«fFect upon our fortunes which good-breed-
ing has upon our conversation. T h e r e is a 
pretending behaviour in both eases, which 
instead of making men esteemed, renders 
them both miserable and contemptible. 
W e had yestcrdaj', at Sir Roger's, a set of 
counti-v gentlemen who dined with hi jn: 
and after dinner the glass was taken, 
by those who pleased, pretty plentifully. 
Among others I obsei^'cd a person of a 
tolerably good aspect, who seemed to be 
more greedy of liquor than any of the com-
pan\', and yet methought he did not taste 
It with deliKht As he grew warm, he was 
suspicious of every thing that was said, and 
as he advanced towards being fuddled, his 
humour grew worse. At the same t ime his 
bitterness seemed to be rather an inward 
dis.satisfaction in his own mind, than any 
dislike he had taken to the company. Upcii 
hearing his name, I knew him to be a gen-
tleman of a considerable fortune in this 
county, but greatly in deb t W h a t gives 
the unhappy man this peevishness of spirit 
is, that his estate is dipped, and is eating 
out with usury; and yet he has not the 
heart to sell any part of it. His proud 
stomach, at the cost of restless nights, con-
stant inquietudes, danger of affronts, and 
a thousand nameless inconveniences, pre-
serves this ranker in his fortune, rather 
than it shall be said he is a man of a fewer 
hundreds a year than he has been com-
mmilv r e p u t ^ . Thus he endures the tor-
ment of poverty, to avoid the name <if being 
less rich. If you go to his house yciu see 
great plenty; but served in a manner that 
shows it is all unnatural, and that the mas-
ter 's mind is not at home. T h e r e is a cer-
tain waste and carelessness in the air of 
every thing, and the whole appears but a 
covered indigence, a magnificent |W-erty. 
T h a t neatness and cheerfulness wl hich at-
tends the table of him who lives within 
compass, is wanting, and exchanged for a 
libertine way of sen'ice in all about him. 

T h i s gentleman's conduct, though a very 
common way of management, is as ridicu-
lous as that "officer's would be who had bvit 
few men under his command, and should 
take the charge of an extent of country 
rather than of a small pass. T o pay for, 
personate, and keep in a man's hands, a 
greater estate than ne reallv has, is of all 
others the most unpardonable vanity, and 
must in the end reduce the man who is 
guilty of it to dishonour. Yet if we look 
round us in any county of Great Britain, 
we shall see manv in this fatal error; if 
that may be called hy so soft a name, which 
prwceens from a false shame of appearing 
•what they really are, when the contrary 

behaviour would in a short time advance 
them to the condition which they pretend to. 

Laertes has fifteen hundred pounds a 
year, which is mortgaged for six thousand 
bounds; but it is impossible to convhice 
him, that if he sold as much as would pay 
off that debt, he would save four shillings 
in the pound, ' which he gives fur the vanity 
of being the reputed master of i t Yet i£ 
Laertes did this he would perhaps be easier 
in his own fortune; but then Inis, a fellow 
of yesterday, who has but twelve hundred a 
year, wouli be his equal. Rather than this 
shall be, Laertes goes on to bring well-bom 
beggars into the world, and ever}' twelve-
montii charges his estate with at least one 
year's rent more by the birth of a child. 

Laertes and Irus are neighbours, whose 
way of living are an abomination to each 
other. Irus is moved by the fear o f M v e r -
ty, and Laertes by the shame of i t Though 
the motive of action is of so near affinity in 
both, and may be reisolved into this, ' that to 
each of them poverty is the greatest of all 
evils, 'yet are their manners very widely 
different.—Shame of poverty makes Laer -
tes launch into unnecessary equipage, vain 
expense, and lavish entertainments. Fear 
of poverty makes Irus allow himself only 
p l«n necessaries, appear without a ser-
vant, sell his own com, attend his labour-
ers, and be himself a labourer. Shame of 
poverty makes Laertes go every day a step 
nearer to it; and fear of poverty sUrs up Irus 
to make every day some further progress 
from it. 

These different motives produce the ex-
cesses which men are guilty of in the neg-
ligence of and provision for tjiemselves. 
Usury, stock-jobbing, extortion, and op-
pression, have their seed in the dread of 
want; and vanity, riot, and prodigality, 
from the shame cX it: but both these ex-
cesses are infinitely below the inirsuit of a 
reasonable creature. After we have taken 
care to command so much as is necessary 
for mdntaining ourselves in the order of 
men suitable to our character, the care of 
superfluities is a vice no less extravagant, 
than the neglect of necessaries would have 
been before. 

Certain it is, that they are both out of 
nature, when she is followed with reason 
and good sense. It is frcm this reflection 
that I always read Mr. Cowley with the 
greatest pleasure. His magnanimity is as 
much above that of other considerable men 
as his understanding; and it is a true dis-
tinguishing spirit in tlie elegant author who 
published his works, to dwell so much upon 
the temper of his mind and the moderation 
of his desires. By this means he rendered 
his friend as amiable as famous. T h a t 
state of life which bears the face of poverty 
with Mr. Cowley's great vulgar , t is adnii-

• V i e . t i * land .Tax . 
t HpDcf!, ye p ro raue , I b a t « ye al l , 
Dolh tbo | K a l vu !c>r a n d t h e «iii : l l . 

0)RFR»'J Par. ^Hnact. OD. 5. ». 
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rably described; and it is no small satisfac-
tion to those of the same tiim of desire, that 
he produces the authority of the wisest men 
of the best a^e of the world, to strengthen 
his opinion of the ordinary pursuits of man-
kind. 

I t would methinks be no ill maxim of 
life, if, Bccoiding to that ancestor of Sir 
Roger, whom I lately mentioned, every 
man would point to himself what sum he 
would resolve not to exceed. He might by 
this means cheat himself into a tranquillity 
on this side of that expectation, or convert 
what he shoulJl get above it to nobler uses 
than his own pleasures or necessities. 
This temper of mind would exempt a man 
from an i ^ o r a n t envy of restless men above 
him, and a more inexcusable co)«empt of 
'""ppy men below him. This would be 

ling by some compass, living with some 
design; but to be eternally bewildered in O ' <-'>•' '* i(v4v{ Cs^ i l l 
pt-ospccts of future gain, and putting on 
unnecessary armour against improbable 
blows of fortune, is a mechanic being which 
has not good sense for its direction, but is 
cameil on by a sort of acquired instinct 
towards things below our conaderatiMi, 
and unworthy our esteem. I t is possible 
that the tranquillity I now enjoy at Sir 
Roger's may have created in me this way 
of thinking, which is sn a b s t r a c t ^ from 
the common relish of the world: but as I 
am now in a pleasant arbour, surrounded 
with a beautiful landscape, I find no in-
clination so strong as to continue in these 
mansions, so remote from the ostentatious 
scenes of life; and am at this present wii-
tmg, philosopher enough to conclude with 
Mr. Cowley, 

' I f e ' t t ambi t ion did my f a n c r chea t . 
W i t h a n y wish ao m e a n a s to 'be e r ^ a t ; 
Con t inue , H e a i ' i i . rtill fVom me in remove 
T h e l imqble blesiinga of t h a t Ul^ 1 love. ' 

T . 

Na 315.] Thursday, July 12, iril. 
L't si t m e n s u n a i n corpore sano , 

J W E . g a t . I . SSS. 
P r a y for a sound mind in a sound body. 

BODILT labour is of two kinds, d t h e r 
t^^at which a man submit? to for his liveli-
hood, or that which lie undergoes for his 
p leasure—The latter of them generally 
changes the name of labour for that of 
ex^ercise, but differs only from ordinai-v 
labour as it rises from another motive. 

A country life alxninds in both these 
kmds of labour, and for that reason gives a 
man a greater stock of health, and conse-
quently a more perfect eniovment of him-
self, than any other way of life. I consider 
the body as a system of tubes and glands, 
or, to use a more rustic phrase, a'bundle 
of inpes and stramers, fitted to one another 
alter so wonderful a manner as to make a 
proper engine for the soul to work with. 
1 Im description does not only comprehend 

the bowels, bones, tendons, veins, nen-es, 
and aiterics, but every muscle and every 
ligature, which is a composition of fibres, 
that are so many imperceptible tubes or 
pipes interwoven on all sides witli invisible 
glands or strainers. 

This general idea of a human body, with-
out considering it in its niceties c£ anatomy, 
lets us see how absolutely necessary labour 
is for the right preservation of it. T h e r e 
must be frequent motions and agitations, 
to mix, di.gest, and separate the juices 
contained in it, as well as to clear and 
cleanse That infinitude of pipes and strain-
ers, of which it is composed, and to give 
their solid parts a more firm and lasting 
tone. Labour or exercise ferments the 
humours, casts them into their proper 
channels, throws off redundancies, and 
helps nature in those secret distributions, 
without which the body cannot subsist in 
its vigour, nor the soul act with c h e e r M -
ness. 

I might here mention the eflfccts which 
this has upon all the faculties of the mind, 
by keeping the understanding clear, the 
ima^nation untroubled, and refining those 
spirits that are necessary for the p roper 
exertion of our intellectual faculties, during 
the present laws of union between soul and • 
body. It is to a neglect in this part icular 
that we must ascribe the spleen which 
IS so frequent in men of studious and se-
dentary tempers, as well as the vapours 
to which those of the other sex are so oftea 
subject. 

Had not exercise been absolutely neces-
sary for our well-being, nature would not 
have made the body so proper for it, by 
giving such an activity to the limbs, and 
such a pliancy to every part, as necessarily 
produce those compressions, extensions, 
contortions, dilatations, and all other kitids 
of motions that are necessary for the pre-
servation of such a system of tubes and 
glands as has been before mentioned. And 
that -we might not want inducements to en-
gage us in such an exercise of the body as 
IS proper for its welfare, it is so ordered 
that nothing valuable can be produced 
without it. Not to mention riches and ho-
nour, even food and raiment are not to be 
come at without the toil of the hands and 
sweat of the brows. Providencc furnishes 
materials, but expects that we should work 
them up ourselves. T h e earth must be la-
boured before it gives its increase, and 
when it is fojced-into its several products, 
how many hands must they pass through 
before thcv are fit for use! Manufactures, 
trade, and agriculture, naturally employ 
more than nineteen parts of the species in 
twenty; and as for those who are not 
obhgeil to labour, by the condition in which 
they are bom, they are more miserable 
than the rest of mankind, unless they in-
dulge themselves in that voluntary labour 
which goes bv the name of exercise. 

My friend Bir Roger has been an indft-
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fatigablc man in business of this kind, and 
lias hung several parts of his house witli 
the trophies of his former labours. T h e 
walls of his great hall are covered with the 
horns of several kinds of deer that he has 
killed in the chas'^, which tie thinks the 
most valuable furniture of his house, as 
they afford him frequent topics of dis-
course, and sliow that he has not been idle. 
A t the lower end of the hall is a lari?: 
otter's skin stuffed with hay, which his mo-
ther ordered to be hung up in that manner, 
and the knight looks uf)on with gjeat sutis-
faction, because it seems he was but nine 
yecirs old when his d t^ killed him. A little 
room adjoining to the hall is a kind of ar-
senal, filled with guns of several sizes and 
inventions, with which the knight has made 
great havoc in the woods, and destroyed 
many thousands of pheasants, partridges, 
and woodcocks. Hisstable-doorsare patch-
ed with ncses that belonged to foxes of the 
knight's own hunting down. Sir Roger 
showed me one of them that for distinction 
sake has a brass nail stuck through it, 
which cost him aboxit fifteen hours' riding, 
carried him through half a dozen countics, 
killed hira a brace of Ridings, and lost 
above half his dogs. T h i s the knight looks 
upon as one of the greatest exploits of his 
lite. T h e perverse widow, wWm I have 
given some account of, was the death of 
several foxes; for Sir Roger has told me 
that in the course of his amours he patched 
the wfsteni door ofhisstable. Whenever 
the widow was cniel, the foxes were sure 
to pay for it. In proportion as his passion 
for the widow abated and old age came 
on, he left off fox-himtiiiR: but a hnre is 
not yet safe that sdts within ten miles of his 
house. 

There is no kind of exercise which I 
would so recommend to my readers of both 
sexes as this of riding, as there is none 
which so much conduces to health, and is 
everv way accommodated to the body, ac-
cording to the idea which I have given of 
it. Doctor Sydenham is very lavish in its 
praises; and if the English reader will see 
the mechanical effects of it described at 
length, he mav find them in a book pub-
lished not many years since under the title 
<rf Medians Gymnattica.' For my own 
part, when I am in town, for want of these 
oppartunities, I exercise mvself an hour 
every morning upon a dumb-bell that is 
p l a c ^ in a comer of my room, and it 
pleases me the more because it does every 
thing 1 require of it in the most profound 
silence. M r landlady and her daughters 
are so well 'acquainted with my hours of 
exercise, that they never come into my 
room to disturb me whilst 1 am ringing. 

When I was some years younger than I 
am at present, I used to employ mvself in 
a more laborious diversion, which I l camed 
from a Latin treatise of exercises that is 

written with a great deal of erudition it 
is; there called the ^.o,..*.., or the fighting 
with a man's own shadow, and consists in 
the brandishing of two short sticks grasped 
in each hand, and loaded with plugs of lead 
at either encL This opens the chest, exer-
cises the limbs, and gives a man all the 
pleasure of hexing, without the blows. I 
cuuld wish that several learned men would 
lay out that time which they employ in 
controversies and disputes ahvcut nothing, 
in this method of fighting with their own 
shadows. It might conduce very niuch to 
evaporate the spleen, which makes them 
uneasy to the public as well as to them-
selves. 

T o conclude,—As I am a compound of 
soul and body, I consider myself as obliged 
to a double scheme of duties; and think I 
have not fulfilled tlie business of the day 
when I do not thus employ the one in la-
bour ami exercise, as well as the other in 
study and contemplation. L. 

• By F r i n c i s FiiIl 'C. M. A. 
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No. n e . ] Friday, July 13. 1711. 
Vocnt i n s m l i c lamore C i t l w r o n , 

Tn)-.KliiJil« c a n f s nrg. f 3 « r / . i i i . 
T h e ecEioinshillB a n d c}iidin9 S'ninria inTfte . 

THOSE who have searched into human 
nature observe, that nothing so mxich shows 
the nobleness of the soul, as that its felicity 
consists in action. Kvery man has such an 
active principle in him, that he will find 
out something to employ himself upon, in 
whatever place or state of life he is posteil. 
I have heard of a gentleman who was tin-
der close confinement in the Bastilc seven 
years; during which time he amused him-
self in scattering a few small pins about 
his chamlxr, gathering them up again, 
and placing them in different figures on 
the arm of a great chair. He often told his 
friends afterwards, that unless he had 
found out this piece of exercise, he verily 
believed he should have lost his senses. 

Af ter what has been said, I need not in-
form my readers, that Sir Roger, with 
whose charactcr I hope they are at present 
pretty well acquainted, has in his youth 
gone through tne whole coursc of those 
r u i i l ^versions which the country abounds 
in; and which seem to be extremely well 
suited to that laborious industrj" a man may 
observe hci-e in a far greater degree than in 
towns and citics. I have before hinted at 
some of my friend's exploits; he has in his 
youthful days taken forty coveys of par-
tridges in a seaso n ; and tired many a salmon 
with a line consisting but of a iingle hair. 
T h e constant thanks and good wishes of the 
neighbourhood always attended him, on ac-
count of his remarkable enmity towards 
foxes; having destroyed more of those vcr-

t Ui«Toiirinn* Morf ' i r ial i j i '" (vlebrntwl book, ^ H i g 
Ofvmz^I ic i ; ofni AntiqnM, Ac. / J i r i Fnut, 
qiKirto. 
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niin in one year, than it was thought the 
whole county could have produced. In-
deed the knight does not scruple to own 
among liis most intimate friends, tha t in 
order to establish his reputation this way, 
he has secretlv sent for great numbers of 
them out of other counties, which he used 
to turn loose about the country by night, 
tliat he might the better signalize himself 
in their dcstruotinn the next day. His hunt-
ing horses were the finest and best managed 
in all these parts. His tenants are s t i i lull 
of the praises of a stone-horse that un-
happily stalted himseff several years since, 
and was buried with gi'eat solemnity in tlie 
orchani . 

Sir being at present too old for 
fox-hunting, to keep himself in action, has 
disposed of his beagles and got a pack of 
stop-hounds. W l i a t these want in speed, 
he endeavours to make amends for by the 
deepness of their mouths and tlie varietv of 
their notes, which are suited in such a man-
ner to each other, tha t the whole cry makes 
up a complete concert. He is so nice in this 
particular, that a gentleman having made 
l i i n i a present of a \ ery fine hound the other 
day, the knight returned it by the s c n aiit 
with a great many expressions of civility; 
but desired him to tell liis master, that the 
dog he had sent was indeed a most excel-
lent bass, but that at present he only wanted 
a counter-tenor. Could I believe mv friend 
had ever read Shakspearc, I should cer-
tainly conclude he had taken the hint f m m 
Theseus in the Midsummer Night ' s Dream: 

' M j houode fire bred out o f t h * i^pArlOQ kind , 
Au'd, so u n d e d ; and Ib«4r ht^ads ore buo^ 

W i t h farfl ihac i tway the iDomine rt*w, 
CrooK-knM'd a n d dew-lapt l ike Ti)PB»^liaD bulls. 
Slow in pursui t , but match 'd lu m o n t h s h k e bells, 
E a c h und^r eacb. cry more tunab le 
W a a DevCT balloo'd to, nor cbeet 'd w i t h fom.'* 

Sir Roger is so keen at this sport tha t he 
has been out almost every day since I canie 
down; and upon the chaplain's offenng to 
lend me his easy pad, I was prevailed on 
yesterday morning to make one of the com-
pany. t was extremely pleased as we rid 
along, to observ e the general benevolence 
of a l l the ndghbourhood towards my friend. 
T h e farmers ' sons thought themselves 
happy if they could open a gate for the 
good old knight as he passed by; which he 
generally re<juited with a nod or a smile, 
and a kand mquiry after their fathers or 
uncles. 

Af ter we had rid about a mile from home, 
we cameupona l a rge heath, and the sports-
men began to beat. T h e y had done so for 
some time, when, as I was at a little dis-
tance from the rest of tlie company, I saw 
a hare pop out f rom a small furze-brake 
almost under my horse's f e e t I marked 
the way she took, which 1 endeavoured to 
make the company sensible of bv extending 
m y a rm; but to no purpose, till' Sir Roger, 

• A»t iy. Sc. 3. 

who knows tliat none of my extraordinary 
motions are insignificant, ro<le u p to me and 
asked me if puss was gnne that way ? Upon 
my answering yes, he immediately called 
in the dogs, and put them upon the scent. 
As they were going off, I heard one of the 
country-fellows muttering to his com pan ion, 
' T h a t ' twas a wonder they had not lost all 
their sport, for want of the silent gentle-
man's crying. Stole away. ' 

This, with my aversion to leaping hedges, 
made me withdraw to a rising ground, f rom 
whence I could have the pleasure of t h e 
whole chase, without the fatigue of keeping 
in with the hounds. T h e hare imme<liately 
threw them above a mile behind he r ; but 1 
was pleased to find, that instead cif running 
straight forwanls, or, in hunter 's language, 
'flying the country, ' as I was afraid she 
might have done, she wheeled about, and 
described a sort of circle round the hill, 
where I had taken my station, in such a 
manner as gave me a very distinct view of 
the sport. Icould see her first pass by, and 
the dogs some time afterwards, unravelling 
the whole t rack she had made, and follow-
ing her through all her doubles. I was a t 
the same time delighted in ob.wrving that 
deference which the rest of the pack paid 
to each particular hound, according to the 
character he had acquired among them. 
If they were at a fault, and an old hound ot 
reputation opened but once, he was immc-
diately followed by the whole crv ; while a 
raw dog, or one who was a noted liar, might 
have yelped his heart out without being 
taken notice of. 

T h e ha re now, af ter having squatted two 
or three times, and been put u p again as 
often, came still nearer to the ]) ace where 
she was nt first startetl. T h e dogs pursued 
her, and these were followed by tne jolly 
knight, who rode upon a white gelding, 
encompassed by his tenants and servants, 
and cheering his hounds with all the gaiety 
of five-and-twcnty. One of the sportsmen 
rode up to me, and told me that he was 
sure the chase was almost at an end, be-
cause the old dogs, which had hi therto I M 
behind, now headed the pack. T h e fellow 
was in tlie right. Our hare took a large 
field just under us, followed bv the full cry 
in I must confess the brightness of 
the weather, the cheerfulness of every thing 
around me, the chiding of the hounds, which 
was returned upon UB in a double echo from 
two neighbouring hills, with the hallooing 
of the sportsmen, and the sounding of the 
horn, lifted my spirits into a most lively 

Fleasure, whlcti l" freely indulged because 
was sure it was innocent. If I was under 

any concern, it was on the account of the 
poor hare, that was now quite spent, and 
almost within the reach of her enemies; 
when the huntsman getting forward, threw 
down his pole before the dogs. T h e y were 
now within eight yards of that game which 
they had been pursuing for almost as many 
hours; yet on the signal before-mentioned 
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they all made a su<ldcn stand, and though 
they cOTitinued opening as much as before, 
durst not once uttenipt to pass beyond the 
p>ole. At the same tinie Sir Roger rode for-
ward, and alighting, took up the hare in 
his arms; which he soon after delivered up 
to one of his servants with an order, if she 
could be kept alive, to let her go in his great 
orchard; where it seems he has several of 
these prisoners of war, who live together in 
a very comfortable captivity. I was highly 
pleased to see the discipline of the pack, 
and the good-nature the knight, who 
could not find in his heart to murder a crea-
ture that had given him so much diversion. 

As we were returning home, I remem-
bered that Monaeur Paschal, in his most 
excellent discourse on the Misery of Man, 
tells us, that all our endeavours after great-
ness proceed from nothing but a desire of 
being surrounded by a multitude of persons 
and affairs that ma^" hinder us from looking 
into ourselves, which is a view we cannot 
bear. He afterwards goes nn to show that 
our love of sports comes from the same rea-
son, and is particularly severe upon hunting. 
• W h a t , ' says he, 'unless it be to d r jwn 
thought, can make them throw away so 
much time and pains upon a silly animal, 
which they might buy c h e a j ^ in the mar-
ket? ' T h e foregomg reflection is certainly 

{'ust, when a man suffers his whole mind to 
>e drawn into liis sports, and altogether 

loses himself in the woods; but does not 
affect those who propose a far more lauda-
ble end from this exercise, 1 mean the pre-
servation cS health, and keeping all the 
organs of the soul in a condition to execute 
herordcrs. Had that incomparable person, 
whom I last qunted, been a little more in-
d u l ^ n t to himself in this pwnt, the world 
m i ^ t probably have enjoyed him much 
longer; whereas through tiyj great an ap-
plication to his studies in his youth, he con-
tracted that ill habit of body, which, after 
a tedious sickness, carried ^ im off in the 
fortieth year of his a re ; and the whole his-
tory we nave of his life till that time, is but 
one cont inue account of the behaviour of 
a noble soul struggling under innumerable 
pains and distempers. 

For mv own part, I intend to hunt twice 
a week during my stay with Sir Roger; and 
shall prescribe the moderate use of this ex-
ercise to all my country friends, as the best 
kind of physic for mending a bad constitu-
tion, and preserving a good one. 

I cannot do thisT>etter, than in the fol-
lowing lines out of Mr. Dryden: 

' T l w f i n i pliyiicianfl by.dchaiich were randc: 
Exccm becan, and Sloih BUHiains Ihe i r i d* . 
B v c l i a w o u t loBj l ivd ftthprs enniM their fona; 
Toi l «tniii(r Ihp n^T^s . and jxirrfied ihf blood; 
Hilt we t h ' i r iK>nB. a pairnjnr'd race of m»'ii, 
An- l i v i n d W down lo Ihn^sco rc j r s r s and Wn. 
BpiK-r In h u n t in li»ld« for hoaltti iinl>niislit, 
T h a n fte ihe dociot for a d raugh t . 
T h e Vfiah for ciire on e ie rc i se deja/nd: 
God never made bi* w a r k for m a a to mend. ' 

No. 117.] Saturday, July 14, 1711. 
Ipsi *ibi flomnia fln^nt.—Vlrg, Eel vi i i-108. 

W i l l i r o l u n t a i y dreaois tbcf chea t thc i t min i l i 

THERE are some opinions in which a man 
should stand neuter, witliout engaging his 
assent to one side or the other. Such a 
hovering faith as this, which refuses to set-
tle upon any determination, is absolutely 
necessary in a mind that is careful to avoid 
eiTors and prepossessions. When the argu-
ments press ^iialK" on both sides in mat--
ters that are imliffercnt to us, the safest 
method is to give up ourselves to neither. 

It is with this temper of mind that I con-
sider the subject of wi tchci^ t . W h e n I 
hear the relations that are made from all 
part.s of the world, not onlv from Norway 
and Lapland, from the East and West In-
dies, but from every particular nation in 
Europe, I cannot fortiear thinking that 
there is such an intercourse and commerce 
with evil spirits, as that which we express 
by the name of witchcraft But when I 
consider that the ignorant and credulous 
parts of the world abound most in these re-
lations, and that the persons an>ong us who 
are supposed to engage in such an infernal 
commerce, are peopfe of a weak under-
standing and crazed imapnation, and at the 
same time reflect upon the many impos-
tures and delusions of this nature that have 
been detected in all ages, I endeavour to 
suspend my belief till I hear more certain 
accounts than any which have yet ccme to 
my knowledge. In short, when I consider 
the (question, whether there are such per-
sons m the world as those we call witchcs. 
my mind is di\ided between the two opposite 
opinions, or rather (to speak mv thoughts 
freelv) I believe in general that tliere is, 
and has been, such a thing as witchcraft; 
but at the same time can give no credit to 
anv particular instance of it. 

1 am engaged in this speculation, by some 
occurrences that I met with yesterday, 
which I shall give my reader an acccnmt of 
at lai^e. As I was walking with my friend 
Sir Roger by the side of one of his woods, 
an old woman applied herself to me for my 
charity. Her dress and figure put me in 
mind of the following description in Otway: 

' In s closp lane ftf I por*iiod m y j o n m e f , 
I t p y ' d a wrinkled hog, wi th aee grnvm ifmible, 
P i c k i n c drv eikfcs, and mi imh lme to Iwrwlf. 
Here^eA wi th soaldinir r tvuit i wer« caU'd s n d r e d ; 
Cold paliy shook her bond; bpr band? Kvm'd w i t h e r ' d ; 
y\Tiri on her crooked «houIder« had she wrap t 
Tl i ' ' l a l l e r ' d r e m n a n t of a n old striped h a n s i n r , 
W h i c h serrivl to keep b e r c a r r a w f rom ihp coid, 
So there WHS no th ing of fl piece aho'i t lior. 
n o r lower weeds were atl o 'er coarsely patch'd 
W i t h rtiffrent colour'd rass . black, red. w h i t r . yel low, 
And seom'd to speak var ie ty cf wrptPhedDesa.' 

As I was musing on this description, and 
comparing it with the object before me, the 
kniglit told me, that this very old woman 
had the reputation of a witch all over the 
coamtr>', that her lips were observed to be 
always in motion, and that there was not a 
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switch abniit he r hniise wliich her neigh-
bours did nrt believe had rarricd her seve-
ral hnnilreds of miles. If she ch.uiced to 
stumble, they always f^ind sticks i r straws 
that lay in the fijjure cf a cross before her. 
If she made any m-sakc at church, ruid 
c.rietl Amen in a wron^ place, they never 
failed to conclude th:it she was saying her 
pravers backwards. Tiiere was not a maid 
in the parish that w^uld take a pin of her, 
thoueh she should offer a bai; of rannev with 

•it. She so<'s by the name of Moll White , 
and has made the country rini; with several 
imaginary exploits that are palmed upon 
her. If "the dairy-maid does not make her 
butter come so soon ns she would have it, 
Moll W h i t e is at the bottom of the chum. 
If a horse sweats in the stable, Moll Whi te 
has been upon his back. If a hare makqp 
an unexpected escape from the hounds, the 
hunt-iman curses Moll White. ' Nay, ' savs 
Sir Roger, ' I have known the master of the 
pack, upon such an occa.sion, si;nd one of 
his servants to sec if Moll W h i t e had been 
out that morning.' 

This account raised my curiosity so far 
that I begged my fiiend Sir Ro^er to go 
with me into IILT hovel, which stood in a 
sflitary comer under the side of the wood. 
Upon our first entering. Sir Roger winked 
to me, and pointed at somethin? that stood 
behind the door, which, upon lookiiier that 
way. I found to be an old broom-staff. At 
the same time he whispered me in the ear 
to take notice of a tabby cat that sat in the 
chimney comer, which, as the old knisrht 
told me, lay under as bad a report as ^toll 
Whi te herself; for besides tha t Moll is said 
often to ar/:ompanv her in the same shape, 
the cat is reported to have spoken twice or 
thricc in her life, and to have plavcd seve-
ral pranks above the capacity of an ordi-
nary cat. 

I was secretly concerned to see human 
nature in so much wretchedness and dis-
grace, but at the same time could not for-
bear smiling to hear Sir Roger, who is a 
little puzzled abotrt the old woman, advis-
ing her as a iusticeof the peace to avoid all 
communiration with the devil, and never to 
hurt any of her neighbours' cattle- W c 
concluded rur visit with a bounty, which 
was very acccptable. 

In our return home Sir Roger told me, 
that old Nfoll had been often brc-ii^ht be-
fnre him ior makinc children spit p in s and 
giving; maids the nisht-mare; and that the 
country people would be tossing her into 
a pond and trving experiments with her 
every day, if it was not for him and his 
chaplain. 

I have since found upon inqHir;-, that Sir 
Roger was sc* eral times staggered with the 
reports that had been brought him concern-
ing this iMd woman, and would frequently 
have bound her over to the county sessions, 
had not his chaplain with much ado per-
suaded him to the contrary. 

I have been the more particular in this 

account, because 1 hear there is s rarre a vil-
la?e in F,nt;land that ha? not a Moll Whi te 
ill it. When itn old woman begins to doat, 
;indgrowohai^eable to a parish, she is gene-
rally turned into a witch, and fills the whole 
couiitiT with extravagant fancit-s, i m a p -
nary distempers, and terrifving dreams. In 
the mean time, the poor wretch that is the 
innocent occasion of so manv evils, begins 
to he frighted at herself, and sometimes 
confes.sf<i secret commerces and familiari-
ties that her imagination forms in a delirirais 
old age. This frequently cuts off charity 
from the greatest objccts of compassion, 
and inspires people with a malevolence to-
wards those poor decrepid parts of our spe-
cies in whom human nature is defaced by 
infirmity and dotage. L. 

No. 118.] Monday, July 16, i r i l . 
H s r e t la ter! toli»Iie nu ido . 

ytTg. JBn. Ir. 73. 
T h e f a l s i dar t 

8 l i cks in h i s side, s a d r a n k l e : ill b i s b e a n . 
D r f i n . 

THIS agreeable se.at is surrounded with 
$0 many pleasing walks, which are strucl: 
out of a wood, in the midst of which the 
house stands, that one can hardlv ever be 
weary of rambling from one labvn'nth of de-
light to another. T o one used to live in a 
citv the charms of the country are so ex-
quisite, that the mind is lost in a certain 
transport which raises us above ordinary 
life, and yet is not strong enough to be in-
consistent with tranquillity. This state of 
mind was I in, raviished with the murmur 
of waters, the whisper of breezes, the sing-
ing of birds; and whether I locked up to 
the heavens, down on the earth, or turned 
to the prospects around me, still struck 
with new sense of pleasure; when I found 
by the voice of my friend, who walked by 
me, that we had insensibly, strolled into the 
grove sacred to the widow. ' This wcman,' 
s.avs he, ' i s of all others the most unintelli-
gible; she either designs to man-v, or she 
does r.ot. AA'hat is the most perplexing of 
all is, that she docs not either say to her 
lovers she has any resolution against that 
condition of life in general, or that she ba-
nishes them; but, conscious of her own 
merit, she permits their acidivs-ies, without 
fear cf any ill conscqui-nre, or want cf re-
spert, from their rage or desliair. She has 
that in her aspect, against \ihich it is im-
possible to ffFcnd. .K man whose thoughts 
are constantlv bent upon so agreeable an 
object, must be excuse/i if the ordinan" oc-
currences in conversation are below his 
attention. I call her indeed p e n erse, but, 
alas! why do 1 call he r so? Because hor 
superior merit is such, that I cannot ap-
proach her without awe, that my heart is 
checked by too much esteem: I am angry 
that her charms are not more accessible, 
that I am more inclined to worship than 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



salute her . How often have I wished h^ r 
nnhappy, that I might have an opportunity 
of serving her? aiul how nfton troubled in 
that very iniapination, at pivin^ h e r the 
pain of beiiiK obliged? Wel l , I liave led a 
miserahlc life in secret upon her account; 
but fancy she would have cnndesccnded tn 
have some regard for me, if it had net been 
for that watchful animal her confiilaiit. 

•Of all persons vindcrthe s\in,' (continued 
he, calling me by name,) ' b e sure to set a 
mark upon confidants: they are of all pen-
pie the most impertinent. W h a t is most 
pleasant to observe in them, is, tha t they 
assume to themselves the merit of the per-
sons whom they have in their custody. 
Orestilla is a great fortune, and in wonder-
ful danger of surprises, therefore full of 
suspicions of the least indifferent thing, 
particularly careful of new acouwntance, 
and of growing too familiar with the eld. 
Themista , her favourite woman, is every 
whit as careful of whom she speaks to, and 
what she says. I .et the ward be a beauty, 
h e r confidant shall t rea t yon with an air of 
^s tance; let her be a fortune, and she as-
sumesthe suspicious behaviour of her friend 
and patroness. T h u s it is tha t very many 
of our unmarried women of distinction are 
to all intents and purposes married, except 
the consideration of different sexes. T h e y 
are directly under the conduct of their whis-

Sercr; and think they are in a state of free-
am, while they can pra te with one of these 

attendants of all men in general, ajid still 
avoid the man they most like. You do not 
see one heirew in a hundred whose fate 
docs not turn upon this circumstance (rf 
chousing a confirfant. T h u s it is tha t the 
l i l y is addressed to, presented andflattered, 
only by proxv, in her woman. In my case, 
how is i t pos^Wetha t . ' Sir Roger was 
proccedinginhisharangiie, when we heard 
the voicc of one speaking very iny>ortu-
natelv, and repeating these words, ' W h a t , 
not (me smile!' W e followed the sound till 
we came close to a thicket, on the other side 
of which we saw a young woman sitting as 
Jt were in a personated sullenness just over 
a transparent fountain. Opposite to her 
stood M r . Will iam, Sir Roger's master of 
the game. T h e knight whispered me, 
' H i s t , these are lovers. ' T h e huntsman 
looking earnestly at the shadow of the young 
myden in the stream, ' O h thou dear pic-
ture, if thou coulclst remain t h e r e i n the ab-
sence of that fair creature whom you repre-
sent in ^ e water, how willinglv could I 
stand here satisfied for ever, without trou-
bling my dear Betty herself with any men-
tion of her unfortunate Will iam, whom she 
is angry with! But, alas! when she pleases 
to be goiie, thou wilt also vanish— Yet 
let me talk to thee while thou dost stay. 
Tel l my dearest Betty thou dost not more 
depend upon her, than does h e r Wil l iam; 
her absence will make away with me as 
well as thee. If she offers to remove thee, 
1 will jump into these waves to lay hold on 

thee; herself, her own dear person, I mnst 
never embrace again.—Still do you hear 
me without one smile—It is too much to 
hear , '—He had no sooner spoke these 
words, but he made an offer of throwing 
himsL'lf into the water; at which his mis-
tress started up, and at the next instant 
he jumped across the fountain, and met her 
in an embrace. She, half recovering fn>m 
h e r fright, said in the most charming vracc 
imaginable, and with a tone of complaint, 
' I thought how well vou would drown 
yourself. No, no, you will not drown vour-
wlf till you have taken ycnr leave of Susan 
Holiday.' T h e huntsman, with a tender-
ness that spoke the most pasaonate love, 
and with his cheek close to hers, whispered 
the softest vows of fidelity in h e r ear, and 
cried, ' D o not, my dear, believe a word 
Kate Wil low says; she is spiteful, and 
makes stories, becausc she loves to hear 
me talk to herself for vour sake. '—' Look 
you there, ' quoth Sir Rc^jer, ' d o you see 
there , all mischief comes from confidants! 
But let us not interrupt t hem; the maid is 
honest, and t h e m a n dares not be otherwise, 
for he knows I loved h e r fa the r : I will in-
terpose in this mat ter , and hasten the wed-
ding. Kate Wil low is a witty mischievous 
wench in the neighbourhood, who was a 
beautv; and makes me hope I shall see the 
p)crverse widow in her condition. She was 
so flippant with her answers to all the ho-
nest fellows tliat came near her, and so very 
vain of h e r beauty, tha t she has valued he r -
self npon h e r charms till they are ceased 
She therefore now makes it her business to 
prevent other young women from being 
more discreet than she was herself: how-
ever, the saucy thing said, the other day, 
well enough, " Sir Roger and I must m a t e 
a match, for we are both despised by those 
we loved." T h e hussy has a great deal of 
power wherever she "comes, and has h e r 
share of cunning. 

' However, when I reflect upon this 
woman, I do not know whether in the main 
I am the worse for having loved he r ; when-
ever she is recalled to ray imagination m y 
youth returns, and 1 feel a forgotten warmth 
m my veins. Th i s affliction in mv life has 
streaked all mv conduct with a softness, of 
which I should otherwise have been inca-
pable. I t is owing, perhaps, to this dear 
image in mv hear t that I am apt to relent, 
t ha t I ea.sily forgive, and that many desira-
We things are grown into roy temper, which 
I should not have arrived at by better mo-
tives than the thought of being one day 
hers. I am pretty well satisfied such a 
passion as 1 have had is never well cured; 
and between you and me, I am often apt to 
imagine it has had some whimsical effect 
upon my brain; for I frequently find that in 
m y most serious discourse I let fall some 
comical familiarity of speech or odd phrase 
tha t makes the company laugh. However, 
I cannot but allow she is a most excellent 
woman. W h e n she is in the country, I 
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warrant she does not run into dairies, but 
reads upon the nature of plants; she has a 
glass bee-hive, and comes into the garden 
out of books to see them work, and observe 
the policies of their commonwealth. She 
understands every thing. I would give ten 

Sounds to hear her argue with my friend 
ir Andrew Freeport about trade. No, 

no, for all she looks so innocent, as it were, 
take my word for it she is no fi»l . ' T . 

N a 119.] Tuesday, July 17, 1711. 
Urb«»in quam dicunt R o m s m , Mel i lxw, p u l a v i 
Stul lu9 (go bu i c noa i r a l imileni 

Firg. Eel. i. 2ft 
T h e c i ty m e n e i l l Bom", nnnlcilfiil d o w n , 
1 UKKiA^t rewmbl^d tAis our bumble COWD. 

WVJMOT. 

THE first and most obvious reflections 
which arise in a man who chances the city 
for the country, are upon the different man-
ners of the people whom he meets with in 
those two different scenes of life. Bv man-
ners I do not mean morals, but behaviour 
and good-breeding, as they show them-
selves in the town and in the country. 

And here, in the first place, 1 must ob-
serve a very great revolution that has 
happened in this article of good-breeding. 
Several obliging deferences, condescensions, 
and submissions, with many outward forms 
and ceremonies that accompany them, were 
first of all brought up among the politer 
par t of mankind, who lived in courts and 
cities, and distinraished themselves from 
the rustic part of the species (who on all 
occasions acted bluntly and naturally) by 
such a mutual complaisance and intercourse 
of civilities. These forms of conversation 
by degrees multiplied and grew trouble-
some; the modish world found too great a 
constraint in them, and have therefore 
thrown most of them aside. Conversation, 
like the Rcmish rclimon, was so encum-
bered with show and ceremonv, that it 
stood in need of a reformation to retrench 
its superfluities, and restore it to its natural 
pjod sense and beauty. A t present there-
fore an unconstrained carriage, and a cer-
tain openness of behaviour, are the height 
of good-breeding. T h e fashionable world is 
grown free and easy; our manners sit more 
loose upon us. N o t i n g is so m o d i ^ as an 
agreeable negligence. In a word, good-
breeding shows itself most, where to an 
ordinary eye it appears the least. 

If after this we look on the people of 
mo«le in the country, we find in them the 
manners of the last age, Thev have no 
sooner fetched themselves up to the fashions 
of the polite world, but the town has drop-
ped them, and are nearer to the first state 
of nature than to those refinements which 
formerly reigned in the court, and still pre-
vail in the country. One may now know a 
man that never conversed in the world, by 
his excess of good-breeding. A polite coun-
try 'squire shali make you as many bows in men of wit and pleasure. 

half an hour, as would serve a courticr for 
a week. T h e r e is infinitely more to do 
about place and precedcncy in a meeting 
of justices' wives, than in an assembly of 
duch esses. 

This rural politeness is very troublesome 
to a man of my temper, who generdly take 
the chiur that is next me, and walk first or 
last, in the front or in the rear, as chance 
directs. I have known my friend Sir Ro-
ger's dinner almost cold before the company 
could adjust the ceremonial, and be pre-
vailed upon to sit down; and have heartily 
pitied my old friend, when I have seen him 
forced to pick iuid cull his guests as they 
sat at the several parts of his table, that he 
might drink their healths according to their 
respective ranks and Qualities. Honest Wil l 
Wimble, who I should have thought had 
been altogether uninfected with ccremony, 
gives me abundance of trouble in this par-
ticular. Tliough he has been fishing al the 
morning, he will not help himself at dinner 
until I am served. W h e n we are going out 
of the hall, he runs behind me; and last 
night, as we were walking in the fields, 
stopped short at a stile until I came up to 
it, and upon my making si;pis to him to gel 
over, told me with a serious smile, that 
sure I believed they had no manners in the 
country. 

There has hapMncd another revolution 
in the point of good-breeding, which relates 
to the conversation among men of mode, 
and which I cannot but look upon as very 
extraordinaiy. I t was certainly one of the 
first distinctions of a well-bred man to ex-
press every thine that had the most remote 
appearance of bein,g obscene, in modest 
terms and distant phrases; whilst the clown 
who had no such delicacv of conception and 
expression, clothcd his ideas in those plain, 
homely terms that are the most obvious 
and natural. This kind of good-manners 
was perhaps carried to an cxcess, so as to 
make conversation too stiff, formal, and 
precise: for which reason, (as hypocrisy in 
one age is generally succeeded hy atheism 
in a n g l e r , ) conversation is in a great mea-
sure relapsed into the first extreme; so 
that at present several of our men of the 
town, and particularly those who have been 
polished in France, make xise of the most 
coarse uncivilized words in our language, 
and utter themselves often in such a man-
ner as a clown would blush to hear. 

This infamous piece of good-breeding, 
which reigns among the coxcombs of the 
town, has not yet made its wav into tlie 
country; and as it is impossible for such an 
irrat ion^ way of conversation to last long 
among a people that make any profession 
of religion, or show of nioflesty, if the coun-
try gentlemen get into it, they will certainly 
be left in the lurch- Their good-breeding 
will come too late to them, and they wiu 
be thought a parcel of lewd clowns, while 
they fancy themselves talking together like 
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As the two points of gond-breeding, which 
I have hitherto insisted uiK>n, regard be-
haviour and convcrs;ition, there is a third 
which turns upim dress. In this too the 
country are very much behind-hand. T h e 
niral beaux are not yet got out of the fashion 
that took place at the time of the revolu-
tion, but ride about the country in red coats 
and laced hats, while the women in many 
jiarts are still trying to outvie one anotl\er 
in the height of their head-dresses. 

But a friend of mine, who is now upon the 
Western circuit, having promised to give 
me an account of the several modes and 
fashions that prevail in the different parts 
of the nation through which he passes, I 
shall defer the enlarging upon this last 
topic till I have receiveil a letter from him, 
which 1 expect every post. " L. 

N a 120.] Wednesday, July 18, 1711. 
• - E q u i d c m c t e d o , q u i a si t i l ip inj tus itlis 
Insen i t im Vitg, O<org. j. 45], 

- I diH-m lh®ir b i r a s t s inspir'd 
W i t h a divine aasaci ty. 

MY friend Sir Roger is very often merry 
with me upon my pasang so much of my 
time among his poultry. He has caui^ht me 
twice or thrice looking after a bird's-nest, 
and several times sitting an hour or two 
together near a hen and chickens. He tells 
tne he believes I am personally acquainted 
with eveiy fowl about his hnusej calls such 
a particular cock my favourite; and fre-
I'lently complains that liis ducks and geese 
have more cf mv company than himwlf. 

I must confess I aiii infinitely delighted 
with those sjjcculations of nature which are 
to be made in a countn-l ife; and a-s my 
i-eadin? has very much lain among books of 
natural history, I cannot forbear recoUcct-
ing upon this occasion the several remarks 
which I have met with in authors, and 
comparing them with what falls under m^ 
own observation: the arguments for Provi-
dence drawn from the natural histoi^- of 
animals being in my opinion demonstrative. 

Tlie m a i e of every kind of animal is dif-
ferent from that of every other kind: and 
yet there is not the least turn in the muscles 
or twist in the fibres of any one, which does 
not render them more proper for that par-
ticular animal's way of life than any other 
ca.st or texture of tlicm would have lieen. 

T h e most violent appetites in all crea-
tures are lust and hunger. T h e first is a 
^ r p c t u a l call upon them to propagate their 
Wnd; the latter to preserve themselves. 

It is astonishing to consider the different 
''"^grevs of care that dcscend from the parent 
to the young, so far as is absolutely neces-
sary for the leaving a posterity. Some crea-
tures cast their eggs as chance directs them, 
and think of them no far ther ; as insects and 
^ve ra l kinds of fish. Others, of a nicer 
traiiie, find out proper beds to deposit them 
in, and tliere leave them; as the serpent, 

I the crocodile, and ostrich: otliers hatch 
I their eggs, and tend the birth until it is able 
to shift for itself. 

W h a t can we call the principle which 
directs every different kind of bird to ob-
serve a particular plan in tlie structure of 
its nest, and directs all the same species to 
work after the same model? It cannot be 
imitation; for though you hatch a crow un-
der a hen, and never let it see any of the 
works of its own kind, tlie nest it makes 
shall be the same, to the laying of a stick, 
with all the other nests of the same species. 
I t cannot be reason; for were animals en-
dowc<l with it, to as great a degree as man, 
their buildings would be as different as ours, 
according to the different conveniences that 
they would propose to themselves. 

Is it not remarkable that the same tem-
per of weather, which raises this genial 
warmth in animals, should cover tlie trees 
with leaves, and the fields with grass, for 
their security and concealment, and pro-
duce such infinite swarms of insects for the 
support and sustenance of their respective 
broods,' 

Is it not wonderful that the love of the 
parent should be so violent while it lasts, 
and that it should last no longer than is ne-
cessary for the preservation of the young? 

T h e violence of this natural love is ex-
emplified by a very barbarous ejcperiment; 
which I shall quote at l e n « h , as I find it in 
an excellent author, and hojie my readers 
will pardon the mentioning such an instance 
of cruelty, because there is nothing can so 
effectually show the strength of that princi-
ple in animals of which I am here speaking. 

•A person who was well skiUed in dis-
section opened abitch, and as she lay in the 
most exquisite tortures, offered her cue of 
her young puppies, which she immediately 
fell a licking: and for the time seemed in-
sensible of her own pain. On the removal 
she kept her eves fixed on it, and began a 
wailing sort<if en ' , which seemed rather to 
proceed from the loss of her young one, 
than the sense of her own torments.' 

But notwithstanding this natural love in 
brutes is much more violent and intense 
than in rational creatures. Providence has 
t t i e n care that it should be no longer trou-
blesome to the parent than it is useful to the 
young; for so soon as the wants of the lat ter 
cease, the mother withdraws her fondness, 
and leaves them to pro\'ide for themselves; 
and what is a very remarkable circum-
stance in this part of instinct, we find that 
the love of the parent mav be lengthened 
out beyond its usual time, if the preserva-
tion of the specics requires it: as we may 
see in birds that drive awav their young as 
soon as they are able to get'their livelihood, 
but continue to feed them if they are tied to 
the nest, or cxjnfined within a cage, or by 
any other means appear to be out of a con-
dition of supplying their own necessities. 

This naturai love is not observed in ani-
mals to ascend from the young to the parent. 
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which is not at all necessary for the con-
tinuance of the species: nor indeed in rea-
sonable creaturcs tli>cs it rise in any propor-
tion, as it spreads itself downward; for in all 
family affection, we find protection granted 
and favours bestowed, are greater motives 
to love and teiidemcss, than safety, benefits, 
or life received. 

One would wonder to hear sceptical men 
disputing for the reason of animals, and 
telling us it is only our pride and prejudices 
that will not allow tliem the use of that 
faculty. 

Reason shows itself in all occurrences of 
life; whereas the brute makes no discovery 
of such a talent, but in what immediately 
regards liis own preservation or the con-
tinuance of his s j ^ i e s . Animals in their 
generations are wiser than the sons of men; 
but their wisdom is confined to a few par-
ticulars, and lies in a vcty narrow compass. 
T a k e a brute out of his instinct, and you 
find him wliolly deprived of understanding. 
T o use an instance that comes often under 
observation. 

Wi th what caution does the hen provide 
herself a nest in places unfrequented, and 
free from noise and disturbance! \Vhcn 
she h.i3 laid her eggs in such a manner 
that she can cover them, what care does 
she take in turning them frequently that 
all parts may p a r t ^ e of the vital warmth! 
When she leaves them, to provide for her 
necessary sustenance, how punctually does 
slie return I)efore they have time to cool, 
and become incapable of producing an ani-
mal! In the summer you see her giving her-
self greater freedoms, and quitting her care 
for above two hours t o o t h e r ; but in win-
ter, when the rigour oF the season would 
chill the principles of life, and destroy the 
young one, she grows more assiduous in her 
attendance, and stavs away but half the 
time. When the birth approaches, wiA 
how much nicety and attention docs she 
help the chick to brrak its prison! not to 
^ e noticc of her covering it from the in-
juries of the weather, providing it proper 
nourishment, and teaching it to help itself; 
nor to mention her forsaking the nest, if 
after the usual time of reckoning the young 
one does not make its appearance. A 
chymical operation cnuld not be followed 
with greater a i t or diligence than is seen 
m the hatching of a chick; though there are 
many other birds that show an infinitely 
greater sagacity in all the forementioncd 
particulars. 

But at the same time the hen, that has 
all this seeming ingenuity (which is indeed 
absolutely necessary for the propagation 
of the species,) consdered in other re-
spects, is without the least glimmering of 
thought or common sense. She mistakes 
a piece of chalk for an egg, and sits upon 
it in the same manner. She is insensible 
of any increase or diminution in the num-
ber of those she lays. She does not distin-
^ s h between her own and those cf an-

other species; and when the birth appears 
of never so different a bird, will cherish it 
for her own. Iii all tliese circumstances, 
which do not carrv an immediate regard to 
the subsistence of herself or her species, 
she is a very idiot. 

Tliere is not, in my opinion, any thing 
more mysterious in nature than this in-
stinct in animals, which thus rises above 
reason and falls infinitely sliort of it. I t 
cannot l>e accounted for t)y any properties 
in matter, and at the same time works 
after so odd a manner, that one cannot think 
it the faculty of an intellectual being. For 
my own part, I look upon it as upon the 
principle of gravitation in bodies, which is 
not to be explained by any known qualiUes 
inherent in A c bodies themselves, nor from 
the laws of mcchanism, but, according to 
the best notions of the greatest philoso-

Ehers, is an immediate impression from A e 
rst mover, and the divine energy acting, 

in the creatures. L. 

No. 121.] Thursday, July 19, 1711. 
Jogia omnia plena. y i r g . Eel. i i i . GO; 
AH Tilings are full of J o w -

As I was walking this morning in the 
great yard that belongs to mv friend's 
country-house, I was wonderfully pleased 
to see the different workings of instinct in a 
hen followed by a brood of ducks. T h e 
young upon the sight of a pond, immedi-
ately ran into it; while the step-mother, 
with all imaginable anxiety, hovered about 
the borders of it, to call them out of an 
element that appeared to her so dangerous 
and destructive. As the different principle 
which acted in these different animals can-
not be termed reason, so, when we call it 
Listinct, we mean something we have no 
knowledge of. T o me, as I hinted in niy 
last paper, it seems the immediate direc-
tion of Providence, and such an operation 
of the supreme Being, as that which deter-
mines all the portions of matter to their 
proper centres. A modem philosopher, 
quoted bv Monsieur Bayle in his learned 
Dissertation on the Souls of Brutes, delivers 
the same opinion, though in a bolder fcrm 
of words, where he says, D(us est anima 
brulonum,— ' G o d himself is the scul of 
brutes.' \%'ho can tell what to call that 
seeming sagacity in animals, which directs-
them to such food as is proper for them, 
and makes them naturally a* oid whatever 
is noxious or unwholesome? Tully has ob-
served that a lamb no sooner falls from its 
mother, but immediately and of its own 
accord it applies itself to the teat. D a m -
jrier, in his Travels, tells us, that when 
seamen are thrown upon any of the un-
known coasts of America, tlicy never ven-
ture upon the fniit of any tree, how tempt-
ing soever it may appear, unless they ob-
serve that it is marked with the pecking 
of binls; but fall nn without any fear or 
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ftpprehension where the birds Iiuvo bceti 
before then). 

But notwitli standing animals have no-
thing like the mc of rcasrn, we find in 
them all the lowoi- p i r t s ef i iir niituiv, the 
passicus ar.d scnws, in t h f i r greatest 
strength and perfcrtion. And here it is 
worth our nliservation, thnt all beasts and 
birds of prey are wondcrfiillv siiljjeet to 
anser, malice, revenue and all the f t h c r 
violent passi^ins that may animate theni in 
search of their proper food; as those that 
are incapihle of defending them selves, or 
annoying others, or whose safety lies chicfly 
in tlicir flight, are suspicious, fe.irful, aiid 
apprehensive cf everv thin^ they sec or 
hear : whilst others that are of assistance 
and use to man, have their natures softened 
with something mild and tractable, and )>y 
that means are qualified for a domestic life. 
In this case the passions generally corres-
pond with the make of the body. W e do 
not find the furv of a lion in so weak and 
defenceless an animal as a lamb; nor the 
meekness of a lamb in a creature so armed 
for batt le and assault as the lion. In the 
same manner, wc find that particular ani-
mals have a more or less exquisite sharp-
ness and sagacity in those particular senses 
which most turn to their advantage, and 
in which their safety and welfare is the 
most coiicemcd. 

Nor must we here omit that great variety 
of arms with which nature has difTcrently 
fortified the bodies r.f several kinds of ani-
mals, such as claws, hoofs, horns, teeth, 
and tusks, a tail, a sting, a trunk, <-r a pro-
boscis. It is likewise obser\-ed by natural-
ists, that it must be some hidden principle, 
distinct f rom what we call reason, wliirh 
instructs animals in the use of these their 
arms, and teaches thera to manage them to 
the best advantage; because they naturally 
defend themselves with that par t in which 
their s t r en^h lies, before the weapon he 
formed 5n it; as is rnnarkah le in lambs, 
whirh, though thev arc bred within dooi-s, 
and ne^er s:iw the actions of their own 
specics, push at tliese who approacli them 
with their foreheads, before the first bud-
ding < f a horu appears. 

! shall add to tfiese general obsen'ations 
an instance, which M r . Locke has given us. 
of Providence even in the iniperfcctirns of 
a creature which seems the meanest and 
the most d f jp icab le in the wlicle animal 
World. may , ' savs he, ' f r r m the 
make of an oyster or ccckle, conclude that 
it has not so many nor so quick senses as a 
tnan, or several other animals; nor if it 
had, wcniW it, in that state and incapacity 
"f transferring itself from one place to an-
other, be bettered hv them. W i a t good 
*'ou!d sight and hearing do to a creature, 
that cannot move itself to or from the ob-
ject, wherein at a distance it perccive-
good OT evil? And would not quickness of 
sensation be an inconvenience to an animal 
tliat must be still where chancc has nice 

24 

placed it, and there receive the afllux of 
coldcr or wanner , clean or foul water , as 
it happens to ccmc to it?' 

1 sial l add to this instance out of Mr . 
T.ceke another <'ut of the le.^med Dr. More, 
who cites it from Cardan, in relation to an-
other animal w hich Pn'vidence has left de-
fective, but at the same time has shown its 
wisdom in the f innat icn of that organ in 
which it seems chiefly to have failed. 
' \'\"hat is moi^e obvious and ordinary than 
a mole? and yet what more palpable argu-
ment of ProvHdcnce than she? T h e mem-
bers of h e r b r d y are so exactly fitted to her 
nature and manner of life; for her dwelling 
being under ground, wliere nothing is to be 
seen, nature has so obscurely fitted her 
with eves, that naturalists can scarce agree 
whether she have any sight at all, or no. 
But for amends, wliat she is capable of for 
h r r defence and warning of daJiger, she has 
verv cminentlv conferred upon Tier; for she 
is exceeding quick of hearing. And then 
her short tail and short legs, but broad 
fore-feet armed with sharp claws; wc see 
by the cvL-nt to w h a f p u q j o s e they are, she 
so swiftlv working herself under grrund, 
and making h e r way so fast in the earth, as 
thev that behold it canned but admire it. 
Hcf legs therefore are short, that she need 
dig no more than will s e n e the mere thick-
ness cf her bodv; and h e r foi-e-feet are 
Ijroad, that she 'n iav scoop away much 
earth at a t ime: and little or no tail she has, 
because she crurscs it nr t upon the ground 
like the rat or mi use, rf whose kiiidi'ed she 
is; but lives under the earth, and is fain to 
dig herself a dwelling there. And she 
making her way threuini so tliicJt an cle-
ment, which will not \ ield easily as the air 
or the water, it had been dangerous to liave 
d r a w so long a t r a n behind lier; f';v her 
enemy might fall npon h e r rc.ar, and fetch 
her out before she had completed or got 
full possession c f her works?' 

I cannot forbear mentinuing Mr- Bovle's 
remark u p ' n this last creature, who 1 re-
member s.-'mewhere in his works i b scnxs , 
tliat thcngli the mc:le be net totally blind 
(as it is c>"innionly thought) she lias not 
sight cnongh to dfstinguish particular ob-
jects. Hei- eye is v.id to have but one hu-
mour ill it, which is supposed to give her 
the idea of light, but of notliing I'Ise, and 
is so formed that this ide.a is pii.bably pain-
ful to the animal. W h e n e v e r she c t m e s 
u p into hro.ad day she might be in clan-
ger of being taken, unless she weiv thus 
affected by a l i gh t striking upon l i i r eye, 
and immediately warning her to bun- her-
self in her proper element. Mere sight 
would be Useless to her , as n ine at all 
might be f i ta l . 

I have only instanced siich animals as 
seem the most imperfcct works of nature; 
and if Providence shows itself even in the 
blemishes nfthesecreatures.lioiv much more 
does it disco%-er itself in the sc\'Ci-il endow-
ments which it has \ ariously bcstowcdupon 
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such crcatures as are more or li-ss finished 
and completed in their several faculties, 
according to the condition of life in which 
they are postetl. 

I could wish our Royal Society would 
compile a body of natural history, the best 
that could be gathered together from books 
and observations. If the s e v c r i writers 
among them took each his particular y ie-
cies, and ^ave us a distmct account of its 
OTiginal, birth, and education, its policies, 
hostilities, and aOiances, with the fi-amc 
and texture of its inward and outward parts, 
M d particularly those that distinguish it 
from all other animals, with their peculiar 
aptitudes for the state of being in which 
Providence has placed them, it would be 
one of the best services their studies could 
do mankind, and not a little redound to the 
glorv of the all-wise Contriver. 

I t is true, such a natural history, after all 
the disquisitions of the learned, would be 
infinitely short and defective. Seas and 
deserts hide millions of animals from our 
observation, Innumerable artifices and 
stratagems are acteii in t h e ' howling wil-
derness' and in the ' e r ea t deep, ' tliat can 
never come to our knowledge. Besides 
tha t there are infinitely more species of 
creatures which are not to be seen without 
nor indeed with the help of the finest 
glasses, than of such as are bulky enough 
for the naked eye to take hold of How-
ever, from the consideration of such ani-
mals aslie within the compass of our know-
l ^ g e , we mighteasilv form a conclusion of 
the rest, that the same variety of wisdom 
and goodness runs through the" whole crea-
tion and puts every creature in a condition 
to provide for its safety and subsistence in 
its proper station. 

ully has given us an admirable sketch 
of natural history in liis second book con-
cerning the Nature of the Gods; and that 
in a style so raised by metaphors and de-
scriptions, that it lifts the subject above 
raillery and ridicule, which fi-equcntly fall 
on sucn nice observations when they pass 
through the hands of an ordinary writer. 

No. 122.] Friday, July 20, 1?11. 
^ C o B p s j i i c i i i i i J m i n vi« pro veSicuJo Ml.—P»»i, S ) ' . 

A n a?reeabln eompanion upon l(i« ro4d i i as eood 
a s a co»ch. ' 

A MAN'S first carc should be to avoid A e 
reproaches of his own hc-ait; his next, to 
cscape the censures of the world. If the 
last interferes with the former, it ought to 
be entirely neglected; but otherwise there 
caimot be a greater satisfaction to an honest 
mind, than to see those approbations which 
it gives itself seconded by the applauses of 
the public. A man is more sure of liis con-
duct, when the verdict which he passes 
upon liis own behaviour is thus warranted 

^nd confirmed by tlie opinion of all that 
know him. 

My worthy friend. Sir Roger, is one of 
those who is not only at peace witliin liim-
self, but beloved ajid esteemed by all about 
him. He receives a suitable tribute for 
his universal benevolence to mankind, in 
the returns of affection and good-will, which 
are paid him by every one that lives within 
his neighbourhood. 1 lately met with two 
or three odd instances of that general rc-
spect which is shown to the good old knight 
H e would needs carry Wil l Wimble and 
myself with him to the county assizes. As 
wc were upon the road Will Wimble joined 
a couple of plain men who rid before us, 
and conversed with them for some time; 
during which, my friend isr Roger ac-
quainted me with their characters. 

' T h e first of them, ' says he, ' t h a t has 
a spaniel by his side, is a yeoman of about 
M hundred pwnds a year, an honest man. 
He is just within the game-act, and qualified 
to kill a hare or a pheasant He knocks 
down his dinner with his ipm twice or 
thrice a week; and by that means lives 
much cheaper than those who have not so 
good an estate as himself. He would be a 
good neighbour if he did not destroy so 
many partridges. In short, he is a very 
sensible man; shoots flying; and has been 
several times foreman of the pettv-jurj-. 

' T l « other that rides along with him is 
1 om 1 ouchy, a fellow famous for ' ' taking 

Uie law of every body. There is not one 
in the town where he lives that he has not 
sued at a quarter sessions. "Ehc i-ogue had 
once the impudence to go to Jaw with the 
Widow. HIS head is full of costs, damages, 
and ejectments, He plagued a couple of 
honest gentlemen so long for a trespass in 
breakmg one of his hetlges, till he was 
forced to sell the ground it enclosed to de-
fray the charges of the pi-osecution; his 
father left him fourscore ])ounds a year; 
but he has cast and been cast so often, that 
he is not now worth thirty. I suppose he 
is going upon the old business of the wil-
low-tree.' 

As Sir Roger was givmg me this account 
ot 1 om Touchy, W U Wimble and histwo 
companions stopped short till we came 
up to them. After having paid their re-
sj^cts to Sir Roger, \ \ ' i l l told him that Mr. 
1 ouchy and he must appeal to him upon a 
dispute that arose between them. W ill, it 
seems, had been giving his fellow-traveller 
iin account of his angling one day in such a 
hcJe: when Tom Touchv, instead of hear-
ing out his stor)-, told hiin that Mr. Such-
a-One, if he pleased, might ' t ake the law 
of him' for fishina; in that part of the river. 
My friend Sir Roger heard them both, 
upon a i-ound trot; and after having paused 
some time, told them, with the 'air of a 
man who would not give his judgment 
rashly, t h a t ' much might be said on both 
sides.' Tliey were neither of them dis-
satisfied with the knight's determmation. 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



F 

bccause neither of them fountl himself in 
the wronff by it. l.Tpot> wKicli we n>adc 
the best of our way to the assizes. 

T h e court was sat before Sir Roger came; 
but notwithstanding all the justices had 
taken their places upon the bench, they 
made room ror the oUt knight at the hca& 
of them; who for his rcputiition in the coun-
trv took occa'^ion to whisper in the judge's 
etir, ' t h a t he was glad his lordship had 
met with so miich ^ood weather in his cir-
cu i t ' I was listening to the proceeding of 
the court with much attention, and infinitely 
pleased with that great appearance of so-
lemnity which 80 properly accompanies 
such a public administratinn of our laws; 
when after about an hour's sitting, I ob-
served, to my great svirprise, in the midst 
of a trial, tliat my friend Sir Roger was 
getting up to speak. I was in some pain 
for him, until I foimd he had acquitted 
himself of two or three sentences, with a 
look of much business and great intrepidity. 

Upon his first rising thecourt was hushwl, 
and a general whisper ran among the coim-
try people, that Sir Roger ' was up . ' T h e 
speech he made was so little to the pur-
I«»e, that I shall not trouble my readers 
with an account of it; and I believe was not 
so much designed by the knight himself to 
inform the court, as to give him a figure in 
my eye, and keep up his credit in the 
coijntry. 

I was highly delighted when the court 
rose to see the gentlemen of the country 
gathering about mv old friend, and striving 
who should compliment him most; at the 
same time that the ordinary people ^ e d 
upon him at a distance, not ' a little admir-
ing his courage that was not afrM<l to speak 
to the judge. 

In our return home we met with a very 
odd accident; which 1 cannot for1)car re-
lating, because it shows how desiroiu all 
who know Sir Roger, are of giving him 
marks of their esteem. W h e n we arrived 
upon the verge of his estate, we stopped at 
a little inn to rest ourselves and our horses. 
TTie man of the house had, it seems been 
formerly a servant in the knight's family; 
and to do "honour to his old mastei', had, 
some time ance, unknown to Sir Roger, 
put him up in a sign-post before the door; 
so that the knight's head had hung out 
upon the road about a week before heTiim-
selt knew any thing of the matter. As soon 
as Sir Roger wa.s ac^n:iinted with it, find-
ing that his servant's indiscretion proceeded 
wholly from affection and good-will, he only 
told him that he had made him too high a 
ccmplimcnt; and when the fellow seemed 
to think that could hardly be, added with a 
more decisive look, that it was too great an 
honour for anv man under a duke; but told 
him at the same time, that it might be al-
tered bv a very few touchcs, and that he 
himself would be at the charge of It. Ac-
cordingly they got a painter bv the knight's 
directions to add a pair of whiskers to the 

face, and by a littk.' aggravation of the fea-
tures to change it into the Saracen'.s Head. 
I should not have known this story, had not 
the innkeeper, upnn Sir Rni^er's alighting, 
told him in mv hearing, that his honours 
head was brought back last night with the 
alterations that he had orderen to be made 
in it. Upon thi*, my friend, with his usual 
cheerfulness, related the particulars above-
mentioned, and ordered tha head to be 
brought into the room. I could not forbear 
discovering greater expressions of mirth 
tlian ordinar>- upon the appearance of this 
monstrous face, under which, notwithstand-
ing it was made to frown and stare in a 
most extraorflinary manner, I could still 
discover a distant resemblance of my old 
f r iend Sir Roger, upmi seeing me laugh, 
desired me to tell him truly if t thought it 
possible for people to know him in that dis-
guise. I at first kept my usual silence; but 
upon the knight's conjuring me to tell him 
whether it was not still more like himself 
than a Saracen, 1 composed mv counte-
nance in the best manner I could, and re-
plied, ' t h a t much might be said on both 
sides.' 

These several adventures, with the 
knight's behaviour in them, gave mc as 
pleasant a day as ever I met with in any of 
my travels. L. 

No. 123.] Saturday, July 21, 1711. 

n o c t r i n a Tim pmmAv^t in^i tnm, 
ciillij" i irct ' i ra r o l n r a n t ; 

UlcuRqu' ' A e f w r e morcF. 
Dp«kcuianc bene n a t a culjiat. 

HOT. L i V 4 . Od. iv. 33-
Y f t the besl bljjrtd by k-arning ia ri'fin'cl, 

And Tir ' iw nrm« rh"* solid m i n d ; 
WTldst Tic^ wil l ftlaia th** nnblrat rac^. 
Anil the pa ie rna l a ianipeff i ic^ .—O^tfuw^A. 

As I was vcsterday taking the air with 
mv friend, Sir Kogcr, we were met by a 
fresh-coloured nicldy young man who rid by 
us full speed, with a couple of scr\'ants be-
hind him. Upon my inquiry who he was. 
Sir Roger told me that he was a young 
gentleman of considerable estate, who had 
been educated by a tender mother that 
lived not manv miles from the place where 
we were. She is a verv good lady, says 
my friend, but took so much care of her 
soil's liealth that she has made him gocxl for 
nothing. She quickly found that reading 
was bad for his eves, and that writing made 
his head ache. He was let loose among the 
woods as soon as he was able to ride on 
horseback, or to carry a gun upon his 
shoulder. T o be brief, I found, upon my 
friend's account of him, that he had got a 
great stock of health, but nothing else; but 
that if it were a man's business only to live, 
there would not be a more accomplished 
young fellow in the whole country. 

T h e truth of it is, since my residing in 
these parts I have seen and heard innume 
rable instances d young heirs and eldei 
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brothers , who, ei ther f rom tlicir own re-
flecting npi)n the estjites they are bom tn, 
and thcrefnre thinking all other accom-
plishments unnecessary, ur frtmi hear ing 
these riiitions frerjiu-ntly inrnkatct l to them 
by the fliitteiy of thiii- .-kTvants iind domes-
tics, or from the siiine foohsli thought p r e -
vailing in those who have the care of their 
education, are c f no manner of use bu t to 
keep Hp their families, and transmit vhcir 
lands a:id houses in a line to posterit)-, 

Tli is n w k f s me often think on a story I 
have hcan l of two friends, which f shall 
give my reader at large, under feigned 
natnrs. 1 he moral of it mav , I hope, be 
useful, though there are snmecircumstanccs 
which nvike it r a the r appear like a novel, 
than a t rue story. 

F.udoxus and Lcontine began the world 
with small e su tcs . T h e y were both of them 
men of gootl sense and great virtue. T h e y 
prosccuted their studies together in the i r 
earlier year?, and entered into such a f r i end-
ship as Uiitcd to the end of their lives, 
hudoxus, at his first setting oirt in t he 
-world, t l irew himself into a c ru r t , where 
bv his natur;il endowmentsand his acquired 
abilities lie made hi'; wav f rom one post to 
anotlicr, iiiitiUt length hJ had raised a v e n 
considerable lonune. Lcontii lie on the con-
t rary sought all opportunities <;f improving 
his mind, by stud^-, conversation, andtravcl . 
H e was not onlv acquainted with all the 
sciences, but with t he most eminent pro-
fessors of them thmiighout Europe, H e 
knew perfectiv well the interest of i ts 
princes, with t he customs and fashions of 
their cfsins, and could scarce meet with 
t he name of an extraordinary- person in t he 
Cxazctte -w'hom h e had not ci ther talked to 
or seen. In short, he had so well mixed and 
diges-tcd his knowledge of men and books, 
tha t he made one of the most accomplished 
K T ^ s o f h i s a g e . Dur ing thewholecoi i r se 
of his sUidies and travels he kep t u p a punc-
tual correspondence with Eudoxus, who 
otten m.ide himself acceptable to t he pr in-
cipal men about court bv the intelligence 
which h e received from Leontine. W h e n 
they were both turned of forty, (an age in 
•which, according to Mr. Cowl'cv, ' there is 
no dallying with life, ') they determined, 
p u r ^ a n t to the re.«olution they had taken 
m the beginning of their lives, to r; tire, 
and pass the remainder of their davs ir t he 
countn-. In order to this, thev both of them 
raamed much about the same time. Leoii-
tine, with his own and wife's fortune, brought 
a l a m of three hundred a year, which lay 
withm the ne,ehbourhor<l ĉ f his friend Kii-
doxus, who had purchased an estate of as 
rn W thousands. T h e y were both of them 
lathers al>out t he same time, Eudoxus hav-
ing a son bom to him, and I.eontine, a 
daughter ; but to t he unspeakable grief of 
t he latter, his young wife (in whom all his 
happmess was wrap t up,) died in a few 
davs af ter t he bi r th of her daughter . His 
affliction would have been insupportable 

had not h e been ccrofortcd by the d a l y 
v isits and crnTers.-ition of his friend. As 
they were one day t i l k ine together with 
their usual intimiu v. J^eontine, considering 
how incapablc he was < f gi\ iiig his daugh-
ter a jimiK-r education in liis own house, 
and hudoxus reflecting on the onliiiary 
behaviour of a son who knows himself to 
be the heir of a grea t estate, thev both 
agreetl upon an exchange of ch'ildrcn, 
namely, that the Ixiy should be bred u p 
with Leontine as his son, and that the girl 
should live with Eud<ixus as his daughter, 
until thev were each of them arrived a t 
years of discretion. T h e wife of I'.ndoxus, 
knowing t h a t licr son cruld not be so ad-
vaiiLigeojisly brought u p as under the care 
of Lcontine, and considering at the same 
time tha t he would be lerpetually under 
iier own eye, wa.s bv degrees ircvailed 
iipon to fall in with t he p n ject. She the re -
fore took Leonilla, for that was the name 
of the girl, and educated her as lier owiv 
daughter. T h e two friends on each sid« 
hod wrought themselves to sucli an habitual 
tenderness for the cliildren who were un-
der their direction, tha t each r f them had 
the real passion of .i fa ther , where the title 
was but imaginary. Florio, the name of 
t he young heir tha t lived with Li-ovitine, 
though he liad all t he duty and affection 
imaginable for his supposed m r e n t , was 
taught to n-ioice at the sight of Eudoxus , 
who ns i ted his friend verv- frequently, and 
was dictated by his natiira! affection, as 
well as by the rules of prudence, to m a k e 
himself esteemed and beloved bv Fkr io . 
T h e boy was now old enough to know his 
supposed fa ther ' s circumstances, and tha t 
therefore he was to make his way in the 
yyorld by his own industry. Th i s considera-
t i in grew stronger in him even" day, and 
produced so good an effect, that )ie applied 
himself with more than rrdinary- attention 
to the pursuit cf every thing which Leon-
tine recommended to him. His natural 
abilities, which were vcn- good, assisted 
by the directions of so excellent a ccun-
sellor, enabled him to m a k e a quicker pro-
gress than onlinar)- through all t he par t s 
of his education. Before he was twenty 
years r f age, having finished his studies 
and exercises with great applause, h e was 
rem'-.ved frein the university to the inns t f 
court, where there are verv few that make 
themselves conxiderable proficients in the 
studies of the place, who know they shall 
arriv'e at ercat estates without them'. T h i s 
was iKt Florio's case: lie fnind that three 
hundred a year was but a poor estate for 
Lecntine and himself to live upon, so tha t 
h e studied withnit interoii-ssion till he gain-
ed a vcrj- good insight into the constitution 
and laws of his countr?', 

I shruld have told niy reader , tha t whilst 
Flnrio lived at the house of his foster-father, 
l ie was always an acceptable guest in t he 
family cf Eudoxus, where he became ac -
quainted with Leonilla frcm h e r infancy. 
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His acquaintance with her by degrees grew 
into love, which in a miiicl trained up m all 
the scntiint-nts of hciiouv and virtue becumc 
a -very uneasy passion. He tlespfiired of 
gaining an heiress <i so m a t a fortunt, and 
vould rather have died thaji attempted it 
by any indirect methods. Leoniila, who 
was a woman of the greatest beauty joined 
with the greatest modesty, entertiiined at 
the same time a secret passion for Fiorio, 
but conducted herself with so muchpi-u-
dence, that she never gave hini the lefist 
intimation of it. Flnrio was now engaged 
in all tlio^e arts and iraprnvcments that are 
proper to raise a man's private fortune, and 
give him a figure in his counti-y, but se-
cretly tormented with that passion which 
bums with the greatest fury in a virtuous 
and noble heart, when lie received a sudden 
summons from Leontine, to repair to l i i m 
in the country the next day: for it seems 
Eudoxus was so filled with the report cf 
his son's reputation, that he could no Ioniser 
withhold making himself known to him. 
T h e morning after his arrival at the hcuse 
of his supposed father, Leontine told him 
that Eudoxus had something of great im-
portance to communicate to him; upon 
which the good man embraced him and 
wept. Flono was no sooner arrived at the 
great house that stood in his neighbourhood, 
but Eudoxus took him by the hand, after 
the first salutes were over, and conducted 
him into his closet. He there opened to 
him the whole secret of his jjarentage and 
education, concluding after this manner: ' I 
have no other way of acknowledging my 
gratitude to Leontine, than by many ing 
you to his daughter. He shall not lose the 
pleasure of being your father by the disco-
very I have made to you. Leoniila too shall 
be still mydaughter; her filial piety, though 
misplaced, has been so excmplajy, that it 
deserves the greatest reward I can confer 
upon it. You shall have the pleasure of 
seeing a great estate fall to you, which you 
•would have lost the rel ist of, had you 
known yourself bom to it. Continue only 
to deserve it in the same manner you did 
before you were possessed of it. l h a v e l e f t 
your mother in t le next room. Her heart 
yearns towards you. She is making the 
same discoveries to Leoniila wliich I have 
made to yourself.' Fiorio was so over-
whelmed with this profosion of happiness, 
that he was not able to make a r<y y, but 
tiirewhimself downat his father 's feet, and 

amidst a flood of tears, kissed and embraced 
t i s knees, asking his blessing, and express-
ing in dumb show these sentiments of love, 
duty, and gratitude that were too big for 
utterance. T o conclude, the happy pair 
were married, and half Eudoxus's estate 
settled upon them. Leontine and Eudoxus 
passed tlic remainder of their lives together; 
and received in the dutiful and affectioiwte 
behaviour of Fiorio and Leoniila t h e j u s t 
tecoropence, as well as the natural effects 

of that care which they had bestowed upon 
them in their education. L. 

No. 124.] Monday, July 23, 1711. 
U i ^ s ^SiSx'tr, l^tya t x i e c . 

A g m t book is a CTiL 

A MAK who publishes his works in a 
volume, Iws an infinite advantage over one 
who communicates his writings to the world 
in loose tracts and single pieces. W e do 
not expect to meet with any thing in a 
bulky volume, till after some heavy pre-
amble, and several words of course, to pre-
pare the reader for what follows. Nay, 
authors have established it as a kind of rule, 
that a man ought to be dull sometimes; as 
the most severe reader makes allowances 
for many rests and nodding-placcs in a vo-
luminous writer. This gave occa-sion to the 
femrus Greek proverb, which I have cho-
sen for my motto, that ' great book is a 
great evil.' 

On the ccntran' , these who publish their 
thoughts in distiiict sheets, and as it were 
by piece-meal, have none of these advan-
tages. W e mu-st immediately fall into our 
subject, and treat everj- partof itin alively 
manner, or our papers are thrown by as 
dull and insipid. Our matter must lie CIOM 
together, and either be wholly new in itself, 
or in the turn it receives from our expres-
sions. W e r e the books of our best authors 
thus to be r e t r i e d to the public, and every 
page submitted to the taste of forty or fifty 
thousand readers, 1 am afraid we should 
complain of many flat expressions, trivial 
obsenations, beaten topics, and common 
thoughts, which go off very well in t he 
lump. At the same time, notwithstanding 
some papers may be made up of broken 
hints and irregular sketches, it is often ex-
pected that every sheet should be a kind 
of treatise, and make cut in thcught what 
it wants in bulk: that a point of humour 
should be worked up in all its parts; and a 
subject touched upon in its most essential 
articles, without the repetitions, tautolo-
gies, and enlargements, that are indulged 
to longer laboxirs. T h e ordinary writers 
of morality prescribe to their readers after 
the Galenic way; their medicines are made 
up in large quantities. -An essay-writer 
must practise m the chvmical method, and 
give the virtue cf a full draught in a few 
drops. W e r e .'̂ ll books reduced thus to 
their quintessence, many a bulky author 
would make his appearance in a penny pa-
per. T h e r e would be scarce such a thing 
in nature as a folio; the works of an age 
would be contained on a few shelves; not to 
mention millions of volumes that would be 
utterly annihilated. 

I cannot think that the difficulty of fur-
nishing cut separate papers of this nature, 
has hindered authors Irom communicating 
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their thoughts tn the world after siicli a 
manner: thoui;h Imiis tconfcsslam amazed 
that the press should l)c nnlv made use of 
in this way by news-writers, lind the zealots 
of parties: as if it were not more advan-
tageous to mankind, to bo instructed in wis-
dom and virtue, than in politics; and to be 
made ^ d fathers, husbands, and sons, than 
counsellors and statesmen. Had the philo-
sophers and ^ a t men of antiquity, who 
twksomi ich pains in ortlerto instruct man-
kind, and leave the world wiser and better 
than they found it; had they, I sav, been 
pos-sesscd of the ar t of printing, there is no 
question but thev would have made such 
an advantage of it, in dealing out their lec-
tures tn the public. Our common prints 
would be of great use were they thus cal-
culated to difFiise good sense thrnueh the 
hulk of a people, to clear up t h d r under-
standings, animate their minds with virtue, 
dissipate the sorrows of a heavy heart, or 
unbend the mind from its more severe 
employments with innocent amusements. 
W h e n knowledge, instead of being bound 
up in books and kept in libraries'and re-
tiremmts, is thus obtruded upon the public; 
when It IS canvassed in every assemlily and 
exposed upon every table, I cannot forbear 
reflectmg upon that passage in the Pr.-w 
vei'bs: 'Wisdom crieth without, she ut-
tereth her voice in the streets: she crieth 
in the chief place of concourse, in the open-
ings of the gates. In the citv she uttercth 
her words, saying. How long, ye simple 
one-s will ye love simplicitv? and the 
^ m e r s delight in their scorning? and fools 
hate knowledge?' 

T h e manv letters which come to me from 

' might help the eye of a man, could be of 
no use to a mole.' It is not therefore for 
tUebenefit of moles that I publish these my 
daily essays. 

But besides such as are moles through 
ignorance, there are others who arc moles 
through envy. As it i.s said in tlie Latin 
proverb, ' T h a t one man is a wolf to an-
other,' so generally sjKaking, one author is 
a mole to another. I t i s impossible for them 
to discover beauties in one another's works; 
they have eyes only for spots and blemishes: 
they can indeed see the light, as it is said 
of the animals which are their namesakes, 
but the idea of it is painful to them; they 
immediately shut their eves upon it, and 
withdraw themselves into' a wilful obscu-
rity. I have already caught two or three 
of these dark undermining vermin, and in-
tend to make a string of them, in order to 
hang them up 5n one of mv papers, as an 
example to all such voluntary moles. C. 

. _ , , . . . S , , , L U T II IJLTL 

perv insof the best sense in both sexes, (for 
I may pronounce their characters from their 
wav of writing) do not alittle encourage me . . O/ l l lU 
m the prosecution of this mv undertaking; 
besides that my booksellertelis me, the de-
mand for these my papers increases daily. 
It IS at his mstance that I shall continue my 
rural speculations to theend of this month; 
several having made up separate sets of 
them, as they have done before of those re-
latmg to wit, to operas, to points of mora-
utv, or subjects of h\imour. 

I am not at all mortified, when sometimes 
1 s ^ my works thrown aside bv men of no 
taste nor learning. T h e r e is a kind of hea-
viness and ignorance that hangs upon the 
minrts of ordmary men, which is too thick 
for knowledge to break through. The i r 
souls are to be enlightened 

N o x a t r a c a v a circumTolat u m b r a . 
Flrj^. ^ n . i i . 360. 

Black n i j b t e n w r a p s them in her gloomy shade. 

T o these I must apply the fable of the 
mole, that alter having conwdtcd manv 
oculists for the bettering of his sight, was at 
last provided with a good pair of specta-
cles; but upon his endeavouring to make 
U5e of them, his mother told him verv 
prudently, ' T h a t spectacles, though they 

No. 125.] Tuesday, July 1711, 
V f . puf r i . ne l.itita an imla jumiPB-ito h^l la , 
N'eu [katriie vaUdaa in v iscera v c n i i e r l r p s 

Virg. JF.n. vi . 832. 

T h i s ihTraC of kiii'Trffd blood, mv flnns. dr tp^ i , 
Nor t u rn your face a f a i n s i your coun t ry ' s hrpanl. 

Drfin. 
worthy friend Sir Roger, when we 

are talking of the malice of parties, very 
frequently tells us an accident tha t hap-
pened to him when he was a school-bov, 
which was at the time when the feuds 
ran high between the Round-heads and 
Cavaliers. This wortliv knight, being then 
but a stripling, had "occasion to inquire 
which was the way to S t Anne's f,ane; 
upon which the person whom he spoke to, 
instead of answering his question, called 
him a young popish cur, and asked him 
who had made Anne a saint? T h e liov, 
being in some confusion, inquired of tlie 
next he met, which was the way to Anne's 
Lane; but was called a prick-earcd r.ur 
for his pains, and instead of being shown 
the way, was told that she had been a 
saint before he was bom, and would be 
one after he was hanged. ' [Tpin this, ' 
says Sir Roger, ' I did not think fit to re-
peat the former questions, but going into 
ever)- lane of the neighbourhood, asked 
what they calle<l the name of that lane?' 
By which ingenious artifice he found out 
the place he inquired after without giving 
offence to any party. Sir Roger generally 
closes this narrative with reflections on the 
mischief that parties do in the country; 
how they spoil a good neighbourhood, aiid 
make honest gentlemen hate one another; 
besides tha t thev rnanifestlv tend to the 
prejudice of the land-tax, and the destruc-
tion of the game. 

There cannot a greater judgment befal 
a country than such 

(lr6a<lful spirit of 
division as rencb a government into two 
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distinct people, and makes them ^ e a t e r 
sti'angers and more averse to one another, 
than if they were actually two different 
nations. T h e effects of siich a division are 
pernicious to the last degree, not only witli 
rc>;ard to those advantages wliich thev 
give the conimon enemy, hut to those pri-
vate evils which they produce in the heart 
nf almost every particular person. This 
influence is very fatal both to men's morals 
and their uiidcrstandine; it sinks the vir-
tue of a nation, and not only so, but de-
stroys even common sense. 

A furious party spirit, when it rages in 
its full violence, exerts itself in civil war 
and bloodshed; and when it is under its 
greatest restraints naturally breaks out in 
falsehood, detraction, calumny, and a par-
tial administration of justice. In a word, 
it fills a nation with spleen and rancour, 
and extinguishes all the seeds of good-
nature, compassion, and humanity. 

Plutarch says, very finely, ' t l i a t a man 
should not allow liimself to hate even his 
enemies, because,' says he, ' i f vou m d u l ^ 
this passion in some occasions," it will rise 
of itself in others; if you hate vour ene-
mies, you will contract such a viciovis habit 
of mind, as by degrees will break out upon 
those who are your friends, or those who 
are indifferent to vou." I might here 
observe haw admirablv this prccept of 
morality (which derives the malignitv of 
hatred from the passion itself, and not from 
Its object) answers to that great rule which 
was dictatetl to the world aboiit an hun-
dred years before this philosopher wrote;* 
but instead of that, I shall only take notice, 
with a real grii-f of hear t , thkt the minds 
of many good men among us appear 
soured with party-principles, and alienated 
fi'om one another in such a manner, as 
seems to me altogether inconsistent with 
tlie dictates either of reason or religion. 
Zeal for a public cause is apt to breed pas-
sions in the hearts of virtuous persons, to 
which the regard of their own private in-
terest would never have betrayed them. 

If this jJarty spirit has so ill an effect on 
our morals, it has likewise a ver)" great one 
Upon our judgments. W e often h e a r a poor 
insipid paper or pamphlet cried up, and 
sometimes a noble piece depreciated, by 
those who are of a different principle from 
the author. One who is actuated by this 
spirit is alm'wt under an incapacity of dis-
cerning either real bU-mislies or beauties. 
A man of merit in a different principle, is 
like an object seen in two different me-
diums, that appears crooked or broken, 
liowever straiglit and entire it may be iji 
Itself. For this reason tliere is scarce a 
person of any figure in England, who does 
not go by two contrary characters, as op-
posite to one another as light and darkness. 
Knowledge and learning suffer in a parti-
cular manner from this strange prejudice. 

• V i t by Jtsi ia CBrisl. See L u k e TI. ? r ~ 3 2 *c . 

which at present p rev^ l s amongst all 
ranks and degrees in the British nation. 
As men formerly became eminent in learn-
ed societies by their parts and acquisi-
tions, they now distinguish themselves by 
the warmth and violence with which they 
espouse their respective parties. Bocks 
are valued upon the like considerations. 
An abusive, scurrilous style, passes for sa-
tire, and a dull scheme of party notions is 
called fine writing. 

T h e r e is one piece of sophistry practised 
by both sides, and that is the taking ajiy 
scandalous story that has been ever whis-
lercd cr invented of a private man, for a 
ino^vn undoubted truth, and raising suit-

able speculations upon it. Calumnies tha t 
have oeen never proved, or have been 
often refuted, are the ordinary postulatums 
of these infamous scribbler^' upon which 
thev proceed as tipon first principles grant-
ed by all men, though in their hearts they 
know they are false, nr at best very doubt-
ful. W h e n they have laid these founda-
tions of scurrility, it is no wonder that their 
superstructure is every way answerable to 
them. If this shameless practice of the 
present age endures much longer, praise 
and reproach will cease to be motives of 
action in good men. 

T h e r e are c e r t a n periods of time in all 
governments when this inhuman spirit pre-
vails. Italy was long torn to pieces by the 
Guelfes and Gibellines, and France by these 
who were for and against the league: but it 
is very unhappy for a man to be bom in such 
a stormy and tempestuous season. It is the 
restless ambition of ar tful men that thus 
breaks a people into factions, and draws 
several well-meaning persons to their in-
terest by a specious concent for their coun-
tn ' . How many honest minds are filled 
with uncharitable and barbarous notions, 
out of their zeal for the public good ? 
W h a t cruellies and outrages would they 
not commit against men of an adverse par-
ty-, whom they would honour and esteem, 
if, instead of considering them as they a re 
rejiresented, they knew them as they are? 
T h u s are persons of the greatest probity 
seduced into shameful errors and preju-
dices, are made bad men even bv that 
noblest of principles, the love o f their 
country. I cannot here forbear mention-
ing the famous Spanish proverb, ' If there 
were neither fools nor knaves in the world, 
all people would be of one mind. ' 

For my own part I could heartily wish 
that all honest men would enter into an as-
sociation, for the support of one another 
against the endeavours of those whom they 
ought to look upon as their common ene-
mies, whatsoever side they may belong to. 
W'ere there such an honest bcxly of neutral 
forces, we should never see the worst of 
men in great figures of life, because they 
are useful to a party; nor the best unre-
garded, because they arc above practising 
those methods which would be f a t e f u l to 
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their faction. W e shnuld tlicn single every 
criminal cut of the herd, and hunt him 
dowji however formiddble and overgrown 
he might aj/peav; on the ccntrary, we 
siiould shelter distressed innocence, and 
defend virtue, however beset M îth con-
tempt or ridicule, envy or defamation. In 
shojt, wc should not nnv longer regard ont 
fellow-subiects as Whigs or Tories, but 
shoiUd make the man c* merit our friend, 
and the nllain our enemy. C. 

No. 126.] Wtdneiday, July 25, 1711. 
Tro« R u l u l u s r a f u a i . 

. T r o j a 

Ull' Oiscriminc h&bebo. 
F i ' t . . E l . 1 .108. 

Ibe s&me Ut mo. D r j i e n . Ru l i i l i t a : 

IK my yesterday's paper I proposed, 
that the honest men of all parties should 
enter into a kind of association fiir the de-
fence of one another, and the confusion tf 
their common enemies. As it is designed 
this neutral body should act with regard to 
nothing but t ruth and equity, and divest 
themselves of the little heats' and prepos-
sessions that cleave to parties of al kinds, 
I have prepared for them the following 
form of an association, which may cxpres-s 
their intentions in the most plain and sim-
ple manner. 

' W e whose names are hereunto sub-
scribed, do solemnly' declare, that wc do in 
our consciences believe two and two make 
four; and tliat we shall adjudge any man 
whatsoever to be our enemy who endea-
vours to persuade us to the contrarv. W e 
are likewise ready to maintain, with the 
hazard of all that is near and dear to us, 
that a x is less than seven in aU times and 
all placcs: and that ten will not be more 
three years hencc than it is at present. 
W e do also firmly declare, that it is our 
resolution as Irng as we live to cidl black 
black, and white white. And we shall 
upt*i all occasic-ns oppose such persons 
that upon any day of the year shall call 
black white, or white black, with the ut-
most peril of our lives and fortunes.' 

Were there such a combination cf honest 
men, who without any regard to place 
would endeavour to extirpate all such fu-
rious zealots as would s!tcrificc one lialf of 
their country to the passion iind interest of 
the other; as also such intamoiis hvpo-
crites, that are for pn)moting their "own 
advantage under colcmr of the public good; 
with all the prcfligatc immoi-al retainers to 
each side, that have nothing to recom-
mend tlicm but an implicit submission 1o 
their lenders, we should soon see that fu-
rious party-spirit extinguished, which mav 
in time expose us to the derision and con-
tempt of all the nations about us. 

A member of this society that would thus 
cai-efull/ employ himself in making room 
for merit, by throwing down the worthless 
and (lepTavcd part of mankind from those 
conspicuous stations of life to which tliev 

have been sometimes advanced, and all this 
without any regard to his private interest, 
would be nosmall benefactor to his roimtty. 

I remember to have read in Dioclonis Si-
culus nil a c c u n t of a very activc little ani-
mal, which I think he calls the ichneumon, 
that makes it the whole business of his life 
to break the eggs of the crocodile, which 
he is alsvays in scarch after. This instinct 
is the more remarkable, because the ich-
neumon never feeds upon the eggs he has 
broken, nor any other way fin^s his ac-
count in them. %V'ere it not for the inces-
sant labours rf this industrious animal, 
jEg^pt, says the historian, would be over-
run with crocodiles; for the .fligyptians are 
so far from destroying those pernicious 
creatures, that they worship them as gods. 

If we look into the behaviour of ordinary 
partizans, wc sh.ill find them far from re-
sembling this disinterested animal; and 
rather acting after the example of the 
wild Tartars , who are ambitious of de-
stroying a man of the most extraordinary 
parts and accomplishments, as thinking 
that upon his decease the same talents, 

hatever post thev qualified him for, enter 
cf course into his destroyer. 

As in the whole train of my speculations, 
I have endeavoured as much as I am able 
to cxtinOTish that pernicious spirit of pas-
sion and prejudice which rages with the 
same \ iolence with all parties, I am still 
the more desirous of doing srme good in 
this particular, because I observe that the 
p i n t cf party reigns more in the country 

than in the town. I t here contracts a kind 
of brutality and rustic fierceness, to which 
men of a politer conversation are wholly 
strangers. It extends itself even to the 
retiiin of the bow and the hat; and at the 
same time that the heads of parties pre-
serve towards one another an outward show 
of good-breeding, and keep up a perpe-
tual intercourse of civilitics, their tools that 
are dispersed in these outlying parts will 
not so much as mingle together at a cock-
match. This humour fills the country 
with several periodical meetings of \Vhig 
jockies and Tory fox-huntei-s; not to men-
tion the innumerable curescs fi"owns, and 
whispers it pnxluces at a quarter-sessions. 

I do net know whether I have observed 
inanyr.f rnv former papers, that my friends 
Sir Roccr dc Ccvcriev and Sir Andrew 
Freepon are of different principles, the 
first of them inclined to tlielanded and the 
other to th J monied interest This humour 
is so mocUTiite in cach of them, tha t it 
proceeds no farther than to an agreeable 
raillerv, which \ cn- cftcn diverts the rest 
of the ciub, I find however that the knight 
is a much stronger Ton" in the couiitn" than 
in town, which as he has told me in my ear, 

absolutely neccssan' for the keeping up 
his interest. In all our joumcv from London 
to this bouse we did not so much as bait at 
a Wliig inn; or if by chancc tlie coachman 
stopped at a wrong place, one of Sir Roger's 
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•servants would r ide up to his mas te r full 
s|>ecd, and whisper to hiir. t ha t the master 
of the hcuse was against such a one in the 
last electicn. Th i s often betrayed us into 
hard beds and bad cheer ; foi- wc were nr.t 
so inquisitive abcut t he inn as the innkeeper ; 
and provided our landlord's principk's were 
sound, did not t ake anv nrt ice of t h e stal&-
ncss of his provisions. T h i s I found still the 
more inconvenient, because the be t te r the 
hnst was, the worst generally were his ae-
eoin mod aliens; the fellow knowing very 
well that those who were his fr iends would 
take u p with coarse diet and a han l lodging. 
For these reasons, all the while I was upon 
the road I dreaded ente i in? into a house of 
any one that Sir Roger had applavided for 
an honest man. 

Since ray slay at Sir Roger 's in t h e coun-
try, 1 diuly find more instances of th is nar-
row par ty huraoiir. Being upon t h e bowl-
ing-green at a ne ighbounng marke t - town 

coffee, and h e a r the old knight read D y e r ' s 
let ters; which lie docs with his spectacles 
upon his nose, and in an audible voice, 
smiling very often at those little strokes of 
satire, which are so f requent in the writings 
of tliat author. I a f te rwards communicate 
to the knight such packc ts as I r t ce ive un-
de r the quality of Spectator, T h e following 
let ter chancing to please him more than 
ordinary, I shall publish it at his request . 

' M R . SPECTATOR,—Voii have diverted 
t h e town almost a whole month at t h e ex^ 
pense of t h e country, it is now high t ime 
tha t you should give the country their r e -
venge. Since your withdrawing from this 
place, the fair sex are run into p ' c a t e x -
t ra \ aEances, T h e i r pett iccats which began 
to heave and swell before you left us, a r e 
now blown u p into a most enorrncus con-
cave, and rise every day more and more. 
In short, sir, sinee our women know t h e m -

the other day, (for tha t is the p lace where 1 selves to be out of t h e eye of the Specta tor 
the gentlemen of one side meet once a week) thev will be k e p t within no ccmpass. You 
1 observed a s traneer amon? them of a Hct- nraiepd thpm a littlp too soon, for t l i e mo-I observed a strajiger among them of a bet-
te r presence and genteeler behaviour than 
onlinary; bijc was much surprised, tha t not-
wrthstanding he was a very fair bettor, 
nobody would t ake him up. But upon in-
quiry I found, tha t h e was one who had 
(Oven a disagreeable vote in a fo rmer pa r -
liament, for whicii reason the re was not a ' 
•nan upon tha t bowling-green who would 
have so rnuch correspondence with him as 
to win his mnney of him. 

Among o ther instances of this nature, I 
must not omit one which concerns mvself. 
\ \ ' i l l W i m b l e was t h e other day relatintj 
several strange stories that h e had picked 
op, nobody knows where, of a cer ta in great 
man; and upwi my staring at h im, as cne 
that was sui^r ised to l \ear such things in 
the country, which had never been so much 
as whispered in t h e town. W i l l stopped 
short in the thread r f his discourse, and 
after dinner asked mv friend Sir Roger in 
his ear if he was sure that I was not a 
fanatic. 

I t gives m e a serious concern to sec such 
a spirit of dissention in t h e country; not only 
asi t destroys virtvie and common sense, and 
fenders «5 in a manner barbar ians towards 
one another, but as it perpetuates our ani-
Tiosities, widens our breaches, and t rans-
mits our i>resent ttassions and prejudices to 
our posterity. For my own par t , I am 
sometinws afraid that I discover t h e seeds 
of a civil w a r in these our divisions; and 
therefore cannot hut bewail, as in the i r first 
piinciples, the miseries and calamities of 
our children. C. 

1 2 7 . ] Thursday, July 2 6 , i r i l . 

QuarHiini ert iit rebua i n f l o c ! — S a l . i-1. 
Hov moch of «fflp(ineH we find in liinga t 
IT is our custom at Sir Roger 's , upon the 

coming in of the post, to sit about a pot of\ a re men of superstitious tempers, who look 
25 

Sraised them a little too soon, for t h e mo-
esty of their head-dresses; fcr as t h e hu•^ 

mour of a sick jKrson is often driven out cf 
one limb into another, the i r superfluity of 
ornament?, instead of being entirely banishi 
ed, seems only fallen f rom their heads upon 
thei r lower par ts . W h a t thev have lost in 
height they m a k e u p in breadth, and, conr 
t r a rv to all ru les of archi tecture, widen t h e 
fcun'dations at tfie same t ime tha t t h e y 
shorten t h e superstructure. V\'crc they, 
like Spanish jennets, to impregna te by tlie 
wind, they coxdd not have thought on a 
more proper invention. But as we do not 
yet hear any part icular use in this pet t icoat , 
or that it contains anv th ing more t h a n 
w h a t w a s s u p p o s e d t o b e i n t h o s e cf scantier 
make, we are wonderful ly at a loss ^ j o u t it, 

' T h e wometi give out, in defenpe of these 
wide bottoms, tha t thev are airv, and ve ry 
proper for the season; W t this 3 look upcn 
to 6e only a pretence, and a piece of a r t , 
for it is well known we have not had a more 
moderate summer these many years, so 
that it is certain tHe hea t they complain of 
cannot be in t h e weather. Besides I would 
fain ask these tender ccnstitutioned ladies, 
whv they should require more cooling than 
thei r mothers before them. 

' I find se\ eral speculative pcrsrms a r e of 
opinion that our sex has of late years been 
ven- saucy, and tha t the hoop-petticoat is 
made use of to k e e p us at a di^ance. It is 
most ccrtaifl t ha t a woman's honour cannot 
b e bet ter intrenched than a f te r this manner, 
in circlc within circle, amidst such avar ie ty 
of out-works an<l lines of circumvallation. 
A female who is thus invested in whale-r 
bone, is sufficiently secured against the ap-
proaches of an ill-bred fellow, who migh t 
as well think of Sir George Etherege ' s way 
of making " Love in a T u b , " as in t h e 
midst cf so many hoops. 

' Among these various conjectures, t he re 
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iipnn the hoop [jctticcatasiikind ofpi-odigy. 
Some will have it tliat it p r 4 t e n c l s the down-
fail of the Frcnch king, and observe that 
the farthingal appeared in England a little 
before the tTJin ot the Spanish monarchy.* 
Otliers are of opinion that it foretells battle 
and bloodshed, and believe it of the s.ime 
prognostication as the tail of a blazing star. 
For my part, I am apt to think it is a siM 
that multitudes are coming into the world 
rather tlian f^oing cvit of it. 

' T h e firit time I saw a ladv dressed in 
one these pctticoats, I could not for tear 
blaming her in my own thoughts for walk-
ing abroad when she was ' s o near her t ime, ' 
but soon recovered myself out of my error, 
when I found all the mndish par t of the sex 
as ' f a r gone as herself.' I t is generally 
thought some crafty women have thus be-
trayed their companions into hoops, that 
they might make them accessary to their 
own concealments, and by tha t means es-
cape the ccnsure of the world; as wary 
generals have sometimes dressed two or 
three dozen of their friends in their own 
liabit, that they might not draw upnn them-
selves any particular attacks from the 
enemy. T h e stnittlnj; petticoat smooths 
;dl distinctions, levels the mother with the 
<bugliter, and sets maids and matrons, 
wives and v/idows, >ipr.n the same bottom. 
In the mean v/hile I cannct but be troubled 
to see so many well-shaped innocent virgins 
bloated vip, and waddling up and down like 
big-bcllted women. 

' Should this fashicn get amfsig the ordi-
nary people, our public ways would be so 
crowded, that we should want strcct-nicm. 
Several congregations of the best fashion 
find themselves already very much straiten-
ed, and if the mode increase, I wish it may 
not drive many ordinary women into meet-
ings and conventicles. Should our sex at 
the same time take it into their heads to 
wear tnink breechcs (as who knows what 
their indignation at this female treatment 
may drive them to?) a man and his wife 
would fill a whole pew, 

' You know, sir, it is reconlcd of Alexan-
der the Great, that in his Indian expedition 
he buried several suits of armour, which 
by his directions were made much too big 
for any of his soldiers, in order to gjve pos-
terity an extraordinary idea of him. and 
make them believe he'had commanded an 
army of giants. I am persuaded that if one 
of the present petticoats happens to be hung 
up in any repository of ctiriosities, it wculd 
lead into the s.ame error the generations 
that lie some remoA cs from us; unless wc 
can believe c\ir posterity will think so dis-
respectfully of their great grandmothers, 
that they made themselves monstrous to 
appear amiable. 

' W h e n I survey this new-fashioned ro-
tunda in all its parts, I cannot but think of 
the old philosopher, who after having cn-

• Vi i . In 1SS3. 

tercd into an Eg\'ptian temjile, and looked 
about for the idol of the place, at length 
discovered a little black monkey inshrined 
in the midst of it, upon which he could not 
forbear crying cut, to the great scandal of 
the worshippers, " W h a t a magnificent 
palace is liere for such a ridiculous in-
habitant!" 

' Though you have taken a resoltition, in 
one of vour papers, to avoid descending to 
particularities of dress, I believe ymi will 
not think it below you. on so extraordinary 
an occasion, to imhoop the fair sex, and 
cure this fashionable tympany that is got 
among them. I am apt to think the petti-
coat will shrink of its own accord at your 
first coming to town; at least a toiich of yonr 
pen will make it contract itself like the 
sensitive plant, and by that means oblige-
several who are either terrified or astonish-
ed at this portentous novelty, and among 
the rest, your humble servant. See.' C. 

No. 128.] Friday, July 17, 1711. 
Conrj irdi* discars —I«ci i» , Lifi. i. 16. 

!l&niioniou8 di 'coril . 

WOMEN in their nature are much more 
gay and joyous than men; whether it be 
that their blood is mere refined, their fibres 
more delicate, and their aninial spirits more 
light and volatde; or whether, as some have 
imagined, there may not be a kiml cf sex in 
the very scul, I shall net pretend to deter-
mine. As vivacity is the gift of women, 
gravity is that of rhcn. The)- should each 
of them therefore keep a watch upon the 
particular bias which nature has fixed in 
their minds, that it may iK.t draw too much, 
and lead them cut of the paths of reason. 
This will certainly happen, if the one in 
every word and action affects the character 
of being rigid and severe, and the other of 
being brisk and air\-. Men should beware 
of being captivatcii by a kind of savage 
philosophv, women by a thi-ughtless gal-
lantrj". W h e r e these precautions are not 
observed, the man often degenerates into a 
cynic, the woman into a coquette; the man 
grows sullen and morose, the woman im-
pertinent and fantastical. 

By what I Inve said, wc may conclude 
men and women were made as counter- 1 
parts to one another, that the p^ns and 
anxieties of the husband might be relieved ; 
bv the simghtlinessand good-humour of the i 
wife. When these are rightly tempered, 
care and cheerfulness go hand in hand ; 
anil the fatnilv, like a ship that is duly 
trimmed, wants neither sail nor ballast. 

Natural historians obser\-e (for whilst I 
am in the c u n t r v 1 must fetch my allusions 
from thcnce) that only the male birds ha\-e 
voices; that their songs bcpin a little before 
breeding-time, and end a little after; that 
•whilst the hen is covering her eggs, the 
male generally takes his stand upon a 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



neighbouring bough witliiii her )icaring;; 
tinii bv that weans aniiises and diverts her 
with iiis souths during the whole time of her 
sitting. 

This contract among birds lasts no longer 
than till a brond cf yruiig; ones aiises frcm 
it; s<) that in the fcithei-ed kind, the cares 
and fiitiKucs of the married state, if I may 
so call it, Me principally upon the female. 
On the contrary, as in our specics the m:in 
and t h t woman are joined together for life, 
and the main burden rests i ipontlie former, 
nature has given all the little ar ts of sooth-
ins; and blandishment to the female, tha t 
she may cliecr and animate h e r companion 
in a constant and assiduous application to 
the making a provision for his familv, and 
the education of the i r common children. 
'I'his however is not to be taken so strictly, 
as if the same duties were not often reci-
procal, and incumbent on both part ies; but 
only to set forth what seems to liavc been 
t h e generd intention of natiire, in the differ-
ent inclinations and endowments which are 
bestowed on the different sexes. 

But whatever was the reason that man 
and woman were made with this variety of 
temper , if we observe the conduct of the 
fair sex, we find that they choose ra ther to 
associate themselves witli a person who 
resembles them in the light and volatile 
humour which is na ture! to them, than to 
such as are qualified to moderate and coun-
terbalance it. I t has been an old com-
plaint, tha t the coxcomb carries it with 
them before the roan of sense. V\l»en we 
see a fellow loud and talkative, full of in-
sipid life and laughter, we may venture to 
pronounce him a female favourite. >Mse 
and Butter arc such accomplishments as 
they cannot withstand. T o oe short, the 
passion of an ordinary woman for a man is 
nothing else but self-love diverted upon an-
other dj ject . She would have the lover a 
woman m eveiy thing but the sex. I do 
not know a finer piece of satire on this 
par t of womankind, than those hues of Mr . 
Dryden: 

O o r t h o u s h t l e M MX Is e s o g h t b y o u t w a r d form, 
A n d ^ p t y DOIK; a n d loves itself i n m a i i ' 

T h i s is a source of infinite calamities to 
the sex, as it frequently joins them to men, 
who in their own thoughts are as fine crea-
tures as themselves; or if they chance to 
be good-humoured, serve only to dissipate 
their fortunes, inflame their fdl ies, and ag-
gravate their indiscretions. 

T h e same female levity is no less fatal to 
them after marriage than before. It re-
presents to their imaginations the fdthful , 
prudent husband, as an honest, tractable, 
and domestic animal; and turns t h d r 
thoughts upon the fine gay gentleman, that 
laughs, sings, and dresses so much more 
agreenblv. 

As this irregular vivacity of t emper leads 
astray the hearts of ordinary women in the 

choice of tlicir lovers and the treatment of 
their husbands, it operates with the same 
]3emicious influence towaifls their chil-
dren, who are taught to accomplish them-
selves in all those sublime perfections tha t 
appear captivating in the eye of their mo-
ther. She admires in h e r son what she 
lovtd in her gallant; a n d b y that means con-
tributes iJl she can to pei-pctuate herself in 
a worthless progi-nv. 

T h e vcunger Faustina was a lively in-
stance of this sort of women. Notwith-
standing she was married to Marcus Aure-
liiis, one cf the p-eatest, wisest, and best 
of t h e Roman emperors, bhe thought a com-
mon ghiiliator much the prettier gentle-
man; and had taken such care to accom-
plish h e r sen Commodus according to her 
own iwtir.iis of a iiiie man, that wjien he 
ascended the throne of his father, he be-
came the iiiostfoDlish and abandoned tyrant 
that was ever placed at the head of t h e 
Roman empire, signalizing himself in no-
thing but the fighting of pnzcs , and knock-
ing out men's bi-ains. As he hu<l no taste 
of tnie glorj-, we see him in several medals 
and statues, which are still extant of him, 
equipped like a Hercules, with a club and 
a lion s skin. 

I have been led into this speculauon by 
the characters I have heard rf a country 
gentleman and his ladv, who do not live 
many miles f rom Sir RJ^cr . T h e wife is 
an old coquette, tha t is idways hankenng 
af ter the diversions of the town; the hus-
band a morose rustic, t ha t frowns and frets 
a t t h e n a m e o f it. T h e wi fe i so ie r - run with 
affectation, the husband sunk into bnitalitv. 
T h e lady cannot bear the noise of the larks 
and nightingales, hates vour tedious sum-
mer-days, and is sick at the sight of shady 
woods and purling streams; the ]iusbi»3 
wonders how anv one can be pleased with 
the fooleries of plays and cporas, and rails 
f rom morning to night at essenced fops and 
tawdry courticrs. The chttdren a re edu-
cated in these different notions cf their pa-
rents. T h e sons follow the fa ther about 
his grounds, while the daughters read vo-
lumes of love-letters and romances to their 
mother. Bv this means it comes to pass, 
tha t the girls look upon their fa ther as a 
clown, and the boys think their mother no 
better than she sliould be. 

How different are the livescf Ar i s tu sa rd 
Aspasia! T h e innocent rivacity of the one 
is tempered and composed by the cheerful 
gra^•ity of the other. T h e wife grows wise 
bv the discourses cf the husband, and the 
husband good-humoured by the conversa-
tions cf the wife. Aristus would not be so 
amiable were it not for his Aspasia, nor 
Aspasia so much esteemed were it not for 
h e r Aristus. The i r virtues are blended 
in their children, and diffuse through the 
whole family a perpetual spirit of be-
nevolence, complacency, and satisfaction. 

C « 
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Vcr t en i em aese frusira fecidberK can th i im. 
Cum lOCA p0sl6fi0[ curr&8 t l in 'w^curHo. 

Pi'i. Sat . V. 71. 
T h o u . Iiko tb? hin<}mcn«t cli.iriot wheels , a r t curst 
Bl i lUo be near , but n«>r lo be the t r s t ^ D f y i m . 

GREAT masters in painting never care 
for drawing people in the faalilon, as ver>-
•Well knowing tha t the liead»dress, of per i -
wig, tha t now prev^lR, and gives A grace 
to the i r porti-altures at present , will make 
a very odd figure, and perhaps look mon-
strous ill the eyes of posterity. F o r this 
reason they often represent an illustrious 
person in a Roman habit , or in soitle o ther 
dress tha t never varies. I could wish for 
t h e sake of niy counti^' friends, tha t t he re 
•was sucli a kind of eveHasting d rape ry to 
b e made Use of by all who live at a certain 

tolerable periwig, had it not been covered 
•with a ha t that was shaped in the Hamilie-
cock. A s I proceeded in my jnumev , I 
observed the pctticoat grew scantier and 
scantier, atid alKut threescore miles (ri>m 
liondon was so very unfasliiniiable, that 
a woman might walk in it witlwut any 
manner of inconvenience. 

• Not fa r f rom Salisbury I took notice ot 
a justicc of peace 's ladv, who was at least 
ten years behind-hand m he r dress, but a t 
the same t ime as fine as hands could m a k e 
her . She was flounced and furbelowed 
frotn head to footj every ribbon was wrin-
kled, and every pa r t of h e r garments in 
curl, so tha t she looked like one of those 
animals which ift t h e country we caO a 
Friezeland heti. 

• Not many miles beyond th is place I 
distance f rom the town, and that they was informed that one 'of the last ' yea r ' s 
•Would ^ e e upon such feshions as should : little muffs had by some means or o ther 
never be liable to changes and innovations. ' straggled into those par ts , and tha t all the 
F o r want of this standing dress, a man who women of fashion were cutting the i r old 
takes a journey into the country is as much 
surprised as one who walks in a gallen- of 
old family pictures, and finds as great a 
variety of garbs and habi ts in t h e persons 
h e converses with. Did they k e e p to one 
constant dress they would sometimes b e in 

muffs in two, or re t renching t h e m , accord-
ing to tlie little model which was got among 
them. I cannot believe the repor t they 
have there, t ha t it was sent down frankefl 
by a par l iament-man in a little packe t ; but 
probably by next winter this fashion will b« 

t h e fashion, which they never are as mat - at the height in the country, w h e n i t isquite 
t e r s a re managed at p r e sen t If instead of out a t London. 
running af ter t h e mode, thev would con-
tinue fixed in one certain haSit , t h e m o d e . 
would some time or other over take them, ' flaxen periwig, tha t was made in King 
as a clock tha t stands still is sure to point • Wi l l iam's reign. T h e weare r of it goes. 

' T h e greatest beau at our n e x t county 
sessions was dressed in a most monstrous 

right once in twelve hours. In th is 'case 
therefore 1 would advise t h e m , as a gentle-
man did his f r iend who was hunting about 
t h e whole town af te r a rambling fellow—If 
you follow him you will never find him, but 

it seems, in h is own hair when h e is at 
home, and lets his wig lie in buckle for a 
whole half year, t ha t he may pu t it on upon 
occasion to meet t h e judges in it. 

' I must not he re omit an adventure 
if you plant yourself a t t h e Comer cf any which happened to us in a country church 
csie Streets I will engage it Will not b e lone : upon t h e /rontiers of Cornwall. As we 111 engage it Will not b e long 
before you see him. 

I have already touched upon th is subject 
in a speculation wWch shows how cruelly 
t h e country are led astray in following the 
town; and equipped in a ridiculous habit , 
w h e n thev fancy themselves in t h e height 

upon t n e trontiefs ot uomwal l . As we 
were in t h e midst of t h e setvice, a lady 
who is t h e chief woman of t h e place, and 
had passed the winter at London with he r 
husband, entered t h e congregation in a little 
head-dress, and a hooped petticoat. T h e 
people, who were wonderfully start led a t 

O f t h e m o d e . Since that speculation I h a v e ' such a sight, aU of them rose up. Some 
received a le t te r (which I t he re h in ted stared at the prodigious bottom, and some 
at) f rom a gentleman who is now in the at t h e little top of this strange dress. In 
western circuit. the mean t ime the ladv of the manor filled 

' M R . SPECTATOR.-Being A lawyer of J^e a rea of the church and walked u p to 
t h e M i d d l e - T e m p l e , a C o m i s h m a n b v b i r t K utispeakable satisfaction, 
1 generally ride t h e western circuit- for mv conjectures, and asto-

nishment of the whole Congregation, 
' Upon our way from hence wc saw a 

young fellow riding towards us full ga l ' 
lop, with a bob wig and black silken bag 
tied to it. H e stopt short at t h e coach, 
to ask us how far t h e judges were behind 
usi H i s stay was so very short, t ha t we 
had only t ime to observe his new silk •waist-
coat, which was unbuttoned in several 
places to le t us sec tha t he had a clean shirt 
on, which was ruffled down to his roiclAle. 

' F r o m this placc, during our progress 
through t h e most western pa r t s of the 
kingdom, we fancied ourselvcB in King 

healtli , ajid a.s I am not interrupted with 
clients, have leisure to make many obser-
vations tha t escape the notice of my fellow-
travellers. 

' One of the most fasliionable women I 
m e t with in all the circuit was my landlady 
at Staines, whe re 1 chanced to be on a holi-
day. H e r commode was not half a foot 
h igh, and her petticoat within some y a ^ s 
of a modish circumference. In the same 
place I observed a yovmg fellow with a 

* Counsellors gonere l lygo th«ciTcuit thr9ii | l l tlMir 
n a t i v e counties. 
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Charles the Second's reigni the people 
having n i ^ c re ry little variatiims in their 
dress since tliat time. Tlie smartest of 
the country 'squires appear still in the 
Men mouth-cock, and wlien they go a 
ing (whether they have any pust iA 
militia or not) tliey generally put on a 
coat W e «ere , indeed, very much s u r ' 
prised, at tiic place we lay at last night, tci 
rneet with a gentleman that had accoutred 
himself in a mght-cap-wig, a coat with long 
pockets and slit sleeves, and a pair of shoes 
with high scollop tops; but we soon found 
by his conversation that he was a person 
who laughed at the ignorance and rusticity 
of the country people, and was resolved to 
live and die in the mode. 

' Sir, if you think this account of my tra-
vels may be of any advantage to the public, 
I wiii next year trouble you with such oc-
currences as I shall meet within other parts 
of England. For I am informed there are 
greater curiosities in the northern circuit 
fllan in the western; and that a fashion 
makes its prepress much slower into Cum-
berland than into Cornwall. I have heard 
in particular, that the Steenkirk* arrived 
but two months ago at Newcastle, and that 
there are several commodes in those parts 
which are worth taking a journey thither 
to see.' C. 

N a 130.] Monday, July 30, i r i l . - , 
S ' inpv rquo r € c e n t M 

Conrectare juvBt {vedas, et Tivere rapTo. 
yirg. v i t - 748 . 

A p ) n n ' 1 « r i D E race, atil) e & z e r to i D v a d c , 
O o spoil they live, a n d m a k e of ilieH a trade. 

As I was yesterday riding out in the fields 
with my friend Sir Roger, we saw at a little 
distance from us a troop of gipsies. Upon 
the first discovery or them, my friend 
was in some doubt'whether he should nOt 
exert the justice of the peace upon sucK a 
band of lawless vagrants; but not having his 
clerk with him, who is a necessary coun-
sellor on these occasions, and fearing that 
his poultrv might fare the worse for it, he 
let the thought drop; but at the same time 
gave me a particu ar account of the mis-
chiefs they do in the country, in stealing 
people's goods and spoiling tKeir servants. 
*lf a stray piece of linen hangs upon a 
hedge, ' s ^ s Sir Ri^er , ' t h e y are sui-e to 
have it; if a hoe loses his way in the fields, 
it is ten to one but he becomes their prev: 
our geese cannot live in peace for thera; 'if 
a man prosecutes them with severi ty his 
hen-roost is sure to pay for it. T h ^ 
generally straggle into these parts about this 

• T b e S t e r n V r k w a a a military eraval o f black s i U 
This, s B v ^ l l as nteny other o r n a m e n t s ofjlroes.receivod 
tbr riame f r o m (he o«etjoved Parisisnf a f V t (te battle 
crfateenklrl!, fou^hl Ainr. 2. l O W ; a n d lheEiislj«(l. with 
their acciisioined e o m p l a n ^ n c y t o w a r d s every llvn? 
J^'ronch, adnpced ii. although its very w a s in. 
tended to perpctiiau; llie r e m e m i r a n o i o f their o w n 
•owrcijo's Jefeai. 

time of^Jie year; and set the heads of our 
servant-maiJs !,o agog for husbands that we 
ilo not-yjWSftWo have ;iny business done as 
it shoulc^ie, ^ f e s t they are in the country, 

have OT lioni ' t dairy-maid who crosses 
heir hands with a piece of silver every 

^ m m e ^ and never fails being promised the 
haiidsoiifest voung fellow in the parish for 
her pains. Vour friend the butler has been 
fool enough to be seduced by them; and 
tliough he is sure to lose a knife, a fork, or 
a spoon every time his fortune is told him, 
generally shuts himself up in the pantry 
with an old gipsy for abnve half an hour 
once in a tweive-nionth. Sweethearts are 
the things they live upon, which they be-
stow very plentifully upon all those that 
apply themselves to them. You sec now 
ana then some handsome young jades 
among them: the sluts have very often 
white teeth and black eyes.' 

Sir Roger observing that I listened with 
g : « t attention to his account of a people 
.who'were so entirely new to me, told me, 
that, if 1 would, they should tell us mir for-
tunes. As I was very well pleased with 
the knight's proposal, we lid \ip and cora-
m u n l c a t ^ our hands to them. A Cas-
sandra of^the ci-ew, after having examined 
my'-lines very diligently, told me, tha t I 
loved a pretty maid in a comer, that I was 

g ^ woman's man, with some other par-
ticulars which I do not tliink proper to re-
late. «Myfriend Sir Roger aliglited from his 
horse,"and exposing his palm to two or three 
t h a t stood hv him, they crumpled it into all 
shapes, and diligentlv scanned every wrinkle 
that could be made m it; when one of t h t m , 
who was older and more sun-burnt than 
th#res t j told him, that he had a widow in 
his line of life. Upon which the knight 
cried, ' Go, go, you are an idle baggage;' 
and at the same time smiled upon me. T h e 
;^psy finding he was not displeased in his 
leait , told him after a farther inquirj' into 

his hand, that his tnic-love was constant, 
and that she should dream of him to-night. 
My old friend cried Pish! and bid her go 
on. T h e gipsy told him that he was a 
bachelor, but would nat be so long; and 
tha t he was dearer to somebody than he 
thought. T h e knight still repeated, ' She 
was an idle baggage,' and bid her go on. 
' A h , master, ' says the gipsy, ' t h a t roguish 
leer of yours mates a pretty woman's heart 
ache; vou have not that simper about the 
mouth for nothing.'—The uncouth gibberish 
with which all this was uttered, like the 
darkness of an oracle, made us the more 
attentive to it. To be short, the kniglvt left 
the money with her that he had crossetl her 
hand wit t , and got up again on his horse. 

As we vjere riding away. Sir Roger told 
me, that he knew several sensible people, 
who believed these gipsies now and tlici 
foretold very strange things; and for halt 
an hour together appeared more Jocund 
tliaii ordinary. In the height of his giiod-

i humour, meeting a common beggai- ujxin 
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ral countries as a public minister, in whicl 
he formerly wandered as a ^ p s y . C. 

the road, w]>o was nn conjurcr, as h e went 
to relieve him he found his pocket was 
picked; that beiiijr a kindflf-pafciiistry at 
which this race of vermin are ^ r y dex-

_ g ^ ^ 131 1 Tuesday, July 33, 1711. 
I might here entertain mv reader with % s ^ 

historical remarks on this idle ] ^ f l i g a t e j j —ipMnicauoiconMilUe ijlra. 
people, who infest all the couMries of countries 
Europe, and live in the midst of govern-
ments in a kind of commonwealth by them-
selves. But instead of entering into observa-
tions of this nature, I shall fill the remain-
ing part of mv paper with a story which is 
stfl 1 fresh in Holland, and was printed in 
one of our monthly accounts about twenty 
years aga ' A s the trekschuyt, o r h a c k -
iiey-boat, which carries passengers from 
Leyden to Amsterdam, was putting off, a 
boy running along the side of the canal de-
sired to be taken in: which the master of 
the boat refused, because tlie lad iiad not 

Juite money enough to pay the usual fare, 
.n eminent merchant being pleasei 

the looks of the boy, and secretly touched 
with compassion towards him, paid the 
money for him, and ordered him tone taken 
on board. Upon talking witli him after-
wards, h e found tha t he could speak re i i i ly 
in three or four languages, andleamedupbn 
fa i ther examination that he had been stolen 
away when he was a child by a gipsy, and 
had "rambled ever since with a gang of those 
strollers up and down several p a n s of Eu-
rope. I t happened that t he merchant, 
whose heart seems to have inclined towards 
the bov by a secret kind of instinct, had 
himself lost a child some years before. 
T h e parents af ter a long search for him, 
gavehiiTiupfordrowned in one of the .ca-
nals with which that countrv abounds; 
and the mother was so afflicted at the loss 
of a fine boy, who was her only son, that 
she died for grief of i t Upon laying to-
gether all particulars, and examining the 
several moks and marks by which the mo-
ther used to describe the child when he 
was first missing, the bov proved to be the 
son of the merchant, whose heart had so 
unaccountably melted at the sight of him. 
T h e lad was very well pleased to find a fa-
ther who was so rich, and likely to leave 
him a good estate: the father on the other 
hand was not a little delighted to see a son 
return to him, whom hefed gi\'cniip Ibrlost, 
with such a strength of constitution, sharp-
ness of understanding, and skill in lanmages. ' 
Here the printed story leaves off; but if I 
may give crcdit to reports, our linguist 
having received such extraordinary rudi-
ments towards a good education, was aftcr-
Vp^rds trained up in every thing that 
becomes a gentleman; wearing off by little 
and little i l the vicious habits and prac-
tices that he had been used to in the course 
of his peregrinations. Nay, it is said, that 
he has since been employed in foreign 
courts upon nittional business, with great 
reputation to himself and honour to those 
•who sent him, smd that he lias visited seve-

r i r g . Be. 1- 63. 
Once more, yo woods, sdicu. 

IT is usual for a man who loves country 
sports to prese t re the game in his own 
grounds, and diverthimself upon those that 
belong to his neighbour. My friend Sir 
R i^e r generally goes two or three miles 
fi-om his house, and gets into the frontiers 
of his estate, before he beats about in search 
of a hair or partridge, on purjjose to spare 
his own fields, where he is always sure of 
finding diversion, when the worst comcs to 
the worst. By this means the breed about 
his house has time to increase and multiply, 
besides t h a f t h e sport is the more agreea-
ble wliere the game is the harder to come 
at, and where it does not lie so thick as to 
pr<xiuce anv perplexity or confusion in the 
pursuit, f o r these reasons the country 
gentleman, like the fox, seldom preys near 
his o \m home. 

In the same manner I have made a 
month's excursion out of the town, which 
is the great field of game for sportsmen of 
my specics, to try my fortune in the coun-
try, where I have started several subjects, 
and hunted them down, witli some plea-
sure to myself, and I hope to others. I am 
here forced to use a great deal of diligence 
before I can spring any thing to my mind, 
whereas in town, whilst I am following one 
character, it is ten to one but I am crossed 
in my way by another, and put up such a 
variety of odd crcatures in both sexes, 
tliat they foil the scent of one another, and 
puzzle the chasc. My greatest difficulty 
m the country is to find sport, and in town 
to choose it- In the mean time, as I have 

Een a whole month's rest to the cities of 
ndon and Westminster, promise myself 

abundance of new game upon my return 
thither. 

I t is indeed high time for me to leave the 
country, since I find the whole neighbour-
hood begin to grow very inquiative after 
my name and character: my love of soli-
tude, taciturnity, and particular way of 
life, having rmsed a great curiosity in all 
these parts, 

T h e notions which have been framed of 
me are various: some liKik upon me as very 
proud, some as verv modest, and some as 
verv melancholy. Wil l Wimble, as niy 
friend the butler tells me, observing me 
veiy much alone, and extremely silent 
when 1 am in company, is afraid I have 
killed a man. T h e country people seem 
to suspect me for a conjurer; and some of 
them hearing rf the visit which I made to 
Moll Wliite, will needs have it that Sii 
Roger has brought down a cumiing man 
with him to cure the old woman, «ind frc« 
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the country from her charms. So that the 
character which 1 go tinder in part of the 
neighbourhood, is what they here call a 
White Witch. 

A justice of peace, who lives about five 
miles off, and is net of Sir Roger's party, 
has it seems said twice or thrice at his ta-
ble, that he wishes Sir Roger does not har-
bour a Jesuit in his hoiise, and that he 
thinks the i^cntlenien of the country would 
<1o very well to make me give some account 
of myself 

On the other side, some of Sir Roger's 
friends are s^rnid the old knight is imposed 
upon by a designing fellow; and as they 
have heai-d that he converses very promis-
cuously when he is in town, do not know 
but he has hrnught down with him some 
discarded Whig, that is snllen, and says 
nothing because he is out of place. 

Such is the variety of opinions which are 
here entertained of me, so that I pass 
among some for a disaffected person, and 
amnng others for a popish priest; among 
some for a wizanl, and among others for a 
murderer; and a)l this for no other reason 
tliat I can imagine, l)iit because I do not 
hoot, and halloo, anil make a noise. It is 
true my friend Sir Ro^er tells them,— 
' T h a t it is rav way, ' and that I am only a 
philosopher; but this will n?it satis^- them. 
T h e y think there is more in me than he 
discovers, and that I do net hold my tongue 
for nothing. 

For these and other reasons I shall set 
cut for Lrndrn to-morrow, having found 
by experience that the crimtry is net a 
place tor a persnn of my temper, who does 
not love jMlitv, and what they call good 
neighbourhood, A man that is o\it of hu-
mour when an unexpected griest breaks in 
upon him, and does not care for sactHficing 
an aftemcxm to evcrv chance-comer, that 
will be the master cf his own time, and the 
pursuer of his own inclinatiws, makes but 
a very unsociable figure in this kind of life. 
I shall therefore retire into the town, if I 
may make use of that phrase, and get into 
the crowd again as fast as I can, in order to 
be alone. I can there raise what specula-
tion.? I please upon others without being 
observed myself, and at the same time enjoy 
all the advantaires cf company, with all the 
privileges of solitude. In the meanwhile, 
to finish the month, and conclude these my 
rural speculations, I shall here insert a let-
ter from my friend Wil l Honcyoorob, who 
has not lival a month for these forty years 
out of the smoke of London, and rallies me 
after his way upon my country life. 

' DEAR SPT:C,—I suppcs»this letter will 
find thee picking of daisies, or smelling to 
a lock of hay, or passing away thv time in 
some Innocent country diversion of the like 
nature, 1 have however orders from the club 
to summon thee up to town, being all of its 
cursedly afraid thou wilt net be able to relish 
our company, after thy conversations with 

Moll White , and Will Wimble. Prythec 
do not send us anv more stories of a cock 
and a bull, nor (lighten the town with 
spirits and witches. T h v speculations be-
gin to smell confounde(Uy of woods aiid 
meadows. If thou dost not come up quickly, 
we shall conclude that tliou art in love with 
one of Sir R o a r ' s dairj'-maids. Scn'ice to 
the knight. Sir Andrew is grown the cock 
of the club since he left us, and if he does 
not return quickly will make every motlier's 
son of us commonwealth's men. Dear Spec, 
thine eternally, 

C. ' W I L L H O N E Y C O M B . ' 

N a 132, ] Wednesday, August 1, 1711. 

tliTi, aiit trmpiia quid pofflulrt nnn THOI, a m plur* 
loqiiitiiT, a u t K osl f i i ta t , ituc eoriTm qui^u^i in i eel ra-
l iunem nun habet, i i i n e p t i i s c n e d id tur .— 

T h a t man m a y hr i!jT!c<I impf r t inen t , who coniMpps 
not ihe circ'im«i(»ncw of lime, or«ncrt>»*'« ifw! con\ 'erM. 
tion, or [na)ie9 himwlf Ihe subject of his l i iscourK. o r 
pays no regard to ihc company he is in. 

HAVING notified to my good friend Sir 
Roger that I shoiild set out for London the 
next day, his horses were ready at tiie ap-
pointed hour in the evening; and, attended 
by one of his grooms, I arrived at theccun-
t r j - town at twilight, in order to l>e ready 
for the stage-coach the day following. As 
soon as we an ived at the inn, the 8er^•a^t, 
who waited upon me, inquired of the cham-
berlain in my hearing what company he had 
forthecoach? Thef t l lowanswered , ' M r s . 
Betty Arable, the great fortune, and the 
widow her mother; a recniiting officer, 
(who took a place because they were to 
go,) young " ^ u i r e Quickset, her ccusin 
(that her mother wished her to bi; married 
to;) Ephraim the Quaker, her giiardian; 
and a gentleman that had studic<l himself 
dumb, from Sir Roger de Coverley's.' I 
observed by what he said cf nivself, that 
according to his office he dealt much in in-
telligence; and doubted not but there was 
some foundation for his reports cf the rest 
of the company, as well as for the whim-
sical account he gave of me. T h e next 
morning at day-break we were all called; 
and I, who know my own natural shyness, 
and endeavour to be as little liable to be 
disputed with as possible, dressetl imme-
diatelv, that I might make no one wait. 
T h e first preparation for cur setting out 
was, that the captain's half-pike wasplaceil 
near the coachman, and a drum behind the 
coach. In the mean time the drummer, 
the captain's equipage, wa.s very loud, 
' that none cf the captain's things shculd be 
placed so as to be spoiled;' upon which his 
cloak-bag was fixed in the seat of the coach: 
and the captain himself, according to a fre-
quent, though invidious behaviour of mili-
tary men, ordered his man to look sharp, 
that none but one of the la<lies should have 
the place he iiad taken fronting the coach-
box. 
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