
such authors as I could not name T.ith ho-
nour. This I must confess to have been a 
piece of very great self-denial: for as the 
public relishes nothing better than the ridi-
cule which turns upon a writer of any emi-
nence, so there is nothing which a man that 
lias but a very ordinary talent in ridicule 
may execute with greater ease. One might 
raise laughter for a quarter of a year to-
gether upon the works of a person who has 
published but a very few volumes. For 
which reason I am astonished, that those 
who have appeared agmnst this paper have 
made so very little of it. The criticisms 
which I have hitherto published, have been 
made with an intention rather to discovw 
beauties and excellences in the writers of 
my own time, than to publish any of their 
faults and imperfections. In the mean 
while I should take it for a very great 
favour from some of my underhand de-
tractors, if they would break all measures 
with me, so far as to give me a pretence 
for examining their performances with an 
impartial eye: nor shall I look upon it as 
any breach of charity to criticisc the au-
thor, so long as I keep clear of the person. 

In the mean while, until I am provoked 
to such hostilities, I shall from time to time 
endeavour to do justice to those who have 
distinguished themselves in the politer parts 
ofleaming, and to point out such beauties in 
their works as may liave escapt-d the ob-
servation of others. . 

As the first place among our English 
poets is due to Milton; and as I have drawn 
more quotations o\it of him than froin ^ y 
other, I shall enter into a regular criticism 
upon his Paradise Lost, which I shall pub-
lish cverv Saturdav, until 1 have given my 
thoughts'iipnii that poem. I shall not, how-
ever, presume to impose upon others my 
own particular judgment on this author, 
hut only deliver it as my private opinion, 
(••riticism is of a verv large extent, ajid 
rvcrv particular master in this art has his 
favourite passages in an author which Uo 
not equally strike the best judges. It wiU 
be sufHcicnt for me, if I discover many 
bjaiities or imperfections which others have 
not attended to, and I should be very glad 
to see any of our eminent writers pubhsh 
their discoveries on the same subject. In 
short, I would always be understood to 
">®rite mv papers of criticism in the spirit 
which Horace has expresscil in these two 
famcus lines: 

- S i Iiiiiii nnv i . t i r e t t i u s i s t i ^ mi mm kSa ••fuvB >1 Canilidus i m w r l i ; si non , h i s i i lete mMiim. Lib . ! . K p . " . T . al t-

If W I Iiavt! m a J e a n v W I " rpmaiknof ? o u r o w n 
'•firanmnicale tlwin « i t h Mniloiir ; if no t , m s k f i u s e of 
llicM 1 present yoii wi th . ^ 

No.aa'?.] Tuesday, January 1, 1711-32. 
n n i n i l n i qnofl »nm d W " ! dil iepre.qiialis 

ci inriueeMet. ialein ha lKinm u t i i b r u l f r qiioqci-ili l i?». 
ITlus. Tyt^tusapuU Twi-

! nm t l a a l l iat he w l m m I m i n i have Invnl from dut r , 
wha teve r h« hail b s e n . i s a u c h a one as I can l o r s f t o m 
incUaatioTt. 

' M R . SPFXTATOB,—I a m the h a p p v fa-
ther of a very towardly son, in whom I do 
not only see mv life, but also my manner of 
life renewed. I t would be extremely bene-
ficial to society, if you would f ^ u e n t i y re-
sume subjects which serve to bind these sort 
of relations faster, and endear the tiesot 
blood with those of good-will, protKtion, 
observance, indulgence, and veneration. 1 
would, methinks, have this done after an 
uncommon method, and do not think any 
one, who is not capable of writing a good 
play, fit to undertake a work wherein there 
will necessarily occur so many secret in-
stincts, and biases of human nature which 
would pass unobser\'ed by common eyes. 1 
thank Heaven I have no outrageous offence 
agdnst mv own excellent parents to answer 
for; but when I am now and then alone, 
and look back upon my past life, from my 
earliest infancy to this time, there are many 
faults which I committed that did not ap-
pear to me even until I myself became a 
ather. I had not until then a notion of the 

yearnings of heart, which a man has when 
he sees his child do a laudable thmg, or the 
sudden damp which seizes him when he 
fears he will act something unworthy, i t is 
not to be imagined, what ai jmoree touched 
me for a long train of childish neghrenws 
of my mother, when I saw my wife the 
other day look out of tiie window, and turn 
as pale as ashes upon seeing my younger 
boy sliding upon the ice. These slight in-
timations will give you to undersund, that 
there are numberlesss little crimcs which 
children take no notice of while they are 
doing, which, upon reflection, when thev 
shall themselves become fathers, they will 
look upon with the utmost sorrow and con-
trition, that they did not regard before those 
whom they offended were to be no more 
seen. How many thousand things do 1 re-
member which would have highly pleased 
my father, and I omittctl for no other rea-
sob, liut that I thought what he proT^ed 
the effect of humour and old age, which 1 
am now convinced had reason and good 
sense in 5t I cannot now ^ into the p ^ 
lour to him, and make his heart glad with 
an account of a matter which was ol no 
consequence, but that 1 told it, and acted m 
it. Tiie good man and woman are long 
since in their graves, who used to sit and 
plot the welfare of us their children, while, 
nerliaps, we were sometimes laughing at 
the old folks at anotiier end of the house. 
The truth of it is, were wc merely to follow 
nature in these great duties of hfe, though 
we have a strong instinct towards the per-
forming of them,' we should be on both sides 
very deficient Age is so unwelcome to the 
ecnerality of mankind, and growth towards 
manhood so dearable to all, that resigna-
tion to decay is too difficult a task in the 
father; and deference, amidst the impulse 
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of gav desires, appears iniTcasonable to the 
siiii. T h e r e are so few who can grow old with 
a good grace, and yet fewer who can cnme 
slow encmgh into t h e world, tha t a father , 
were he to be actuated by his desires, and 
a son, were he to ccmsvilt himself only, 
could nei ther of them behave himself as lie 
iiught to the other. But when reason inter-
poses against instinct, where it would carry 
either out of the interests of t h e other , t he re 
arises t h a t happiest intercourse of good 
(iffices between those dearest relations of 
human life. T i ie fa ther , according to the 
opportunities which are offered to him, is 
th rowinsdown blessings on the son, and the 
s<*i endeavouring to a p p e a r the worthy off-
spring of such_ a fa ther . I t is a f te r this 
manner tha t C'anullijs and his first-born 
dwell toeetlier. Camillus enjoys a pleasing 
and iiidolt'nt old age, in which passion is 
subdue<l, and reason exaJted. l i e waits the 
day of liis dissolution with a resignation 
mixed with delight; and the son fears the 
accession of his fa ther ' s fortune with dif-
fidence, lest he should not enjov or become 
it as well as his predecessor. A d d to this, 
that the fa the r knows h e leaves a f r iend to 
the children of his fr iends, an easy landlord 
to his tenants, and an agreeable companion 
to his acquaintance. H e believes his son's 
behaviour will m a k e h im frequently re-
membered , but never wanted. T h i s crnn-
merce is so well cemente<l, that without the 
pomp of saying, " Son, h e a friend to such 
a one when I am gone;" Camillus knows, 
being in h is favour is direction enough to 
the gmtefu l youth who is to succeed him, 
withovit theaUmcnition of his men t ionbg it. 
Thi ' se gentlemen are honoured in all their 
neighbourhood; and the same effect which 
t h e court has cn the manners of a kingdom, 
tl jeir charac tc rs have on all who live with-
in the influence of them. 

' M y son and I a re not of fortune to com-
municate cu r good actions or intentions to 
so many as these gentlemen do; but I will 
be bold'to say, my son has, by the applause 
and approbation which his behaviour to-
wards me has gained him, occasioned that 
m ^ y an old man besides myself has re-
joiced. O t h e r men's children follow the ex-
ample of mine, and I h a v e the inexpressible 
happiness of overhearing our neighbours, as 
we r ide bv, point to the i r children, and say, 
with a voice of joy, " T h e r e they g a " 

' You cannot, Mr . Spectator , pass your 
t ime better than in insinuating t h e debghts 
which these relations well regarded bestow 
upon each other. Ordinarj- passages are 
no longer such, but mutual love gives an 
importance to the most indifTerent things, 
and a meri t to actions the most insignificant. 
H hen we look round the world and observe 
the many misunderstandings which are 
created by the malice and insinuation of the 
meanest servants between people thus re-
lated, how necessary will it appear tha t it 
were inculcated t h k men would be vipoii 
tlieir guard to support a constancy of affec-

tion, and that grounded upon the principles 
of reason, not the inipulses of instinct. 

' I t is f rom t h e common prejudices which 
men rec,eivefrom their parents, that hatreds 
are kep t alive f m m one generation to an-
o ther ; and when men act by instinct, hatreds 
will descend when good offices are forgot-
ten. For the degeneracy of human life is 
such, that our anger is more easily trans-
fer red to our children than our love. Love 
always gives something to t h e object it de-
lights in, and anger spoils the person against 
whom it is moved of something laudable in 
h im; from this degeneracy, therefore, and 
a sort of self-love, we are more prone to 
t ake up the ill-will of our parents, than to 
follow them in the i r friendships. 

' O n e would think there should need no 
more to make men keep up this sort of re-
lation with t h e utmost sanctity, than to ex-
amine their own hearts . If every fa the r 
remembered his own thoughts and inrJina-
tions when h e was a son, and every son iv-
membered wha t he expec ted from his 
father , when h e himself was in a state of 
dependence, this one reflection would p re -
serve men from being dissolute or rigid in 
these several capacities. T h e power and 
subjection between them, when broken, 
tnake them more emphatically tyrants and 
rebels a g a n s t each other , with greater 
cruelty of hea r t , than the disruption of 
states and empires can possibly produce. 
I shall end this application to you with two 
let ters which passed between a mother and 
son very lately, and are as follows: 

' DF.AR FRANK,—If t h e p leasures which 
I have t h e grief to hear you pursue in town, 
do not take u p all your t ime, do not deny 
yrair mother so much of it as to read se-
nously this letter. You said before Mr . 
Letacrc , t ha t an old woman might live verv 
well in the country upon half mv jointure, 
and that your fa the r was a fond to give 
rne a rent charge of eight hundred a year 
to the prejudice of liis son. W h a t Lctar . re 
said to you upon that occasion, ycu ought t o 
have borne with more decency, as h e was 
your fa ther ' s well-beloved servant, than to 
have called h im a amnt rv -pu t . In t h e first 
place, F rank , I must tell you, I will have 
my rent duly paid, for I will make u p to 
your sisters for t h e partiality I was gviilty 
of, in making your fa the r do so much as 
h e has done for vou- I mav, it seems, 
live upon half my'jointure! 1 lived upon 
much less, F r a n k , when I carried you from 
place to place in these arms, and could 
neither eat, dress, or mind any thing for 
feeding and tendingyou, a weakly child, and 
shedding tears when the convulsions you 
were then troubled with returned upon you. 
By my care you outgrew tliem, to throw 
away the vigour of your youth in the a rms 
of harlots, and deny vouf mother wha t is 
not yours to detain. Both your sisters are 
crying to see the passion which I smother; 
but if you please to goon thus l i kea gentle-
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man of the town, and forget all rcKanls to 
yonrstlf and family, I sliall immediately 
enter upon your estate for the arreardue to 
me, ancl without one tear more, contemn 
you for forii^tting the fondness of your mo-
ther, as much as von have the example of 
your father. O Frank, do I live to omit 
•writiog myself, your affectionate mother, 

' MADAM,—I will come down to-morrow 
and pay the money on my tnees. Pray 
write an no more. I will take care you never 
shall, for I will be for ever hereafter vour 
most rlutiful son, P • T . 

• I will bring down new hoods for my 
sisters. Pray let all be forgotten,' T . 

No. 264.] Wednesday, January % 1711-12. 
S c t r e i u m i t e r e t ftllontit w m i t a v i t j r . 

Ear. L i b . 1. Ep . i T i i i , lOJ. 

AD-APTF.n . 
In p i W i c w a l k j let w t io R-ill shiTIf or s t r a f , 
H I ailcDi s t ea l t h r o u g h l i fe i n m y o w n w a y . 

IT has been from age to age an affectation 
to lovethe pleasure of solitude, among those 
who cannot possibly be supposed qualified 
forpassingli e in that manner. Thispeople 
have taken up from reading the many agree-
able things which have been written on that 
subject, for which we are beholden to ex-
cellent persons who delighted in being re-
tired, and abstracted from the pleasures 
that enchant the generality of the world. 
This way of life, is recommended indeed 
with great beauty, and in such a manner as 
disposes the reader for the time to a pleas-
ing forcetfiilness, or negligence of the par-
ticular hiiiry of life in which he is engaged, 
together with a longing for that state which 
he is charmed with in description. But 
•when we conader the world itself, and 
liow few there are capable of a religious, 
learned, or philosophical solitude, we shall 
be apt to change a regard to that sort of 
solitude, for being a little singular m enjoy-
ing time a f t e r t h e w a v a man himself likes 
best in the world, without gang so far as 
wholly to withdraw from i t I have often 
obsen-ed, there is not a man breathing who 
does not diiFer from all other men, as mtach 
in the sentiments of his mind as the features 
of his face. T h e felicity is, when any one is 
so happy as to find out and follow what is 
the priiper bent of his genius, and turn all 
his endeavours to exert himself according 
as that prompts him. Instead of this, which 
is an innocent method of enjoying a man's 
self, and turning out of the g ^ e r a l tracks 
wherein you have crowds of rivals, there 
are those who pursue their own way out of a 
sourness and spirit of contradiction. These 
men do every thing which they are able to 
support, as if guilt and impunity could not 
go together. Thev choose a thing only be-
cause another dislikes it; and affect for-
sooth an inviolable constancy in matters of 
110 manner of moment. Tlius sometimes an 

old fellow shall wear this or that soi-t of cut 
in his clothes with great integrity, while all 
the rest of the world are degenerated it-to 
buttons, pockets, and loops unknown to 
their ancestors. As insiCTificant as even 
this is, if it were searched to the bottom, 
you perhaps would find it not sincere, but 
that he is m the fashion in his heart, and 
holds out from mere obstinacy. But I am 
running from my intended purpose, which 
was to celebrate a certwn particular man-
ner of passing away life, in contradiction to 
no man, but with a resolution to conti^ct 
none of the exorbitant desires by which 
others are enslaved. T h e best way of sepa-
rating a mail's self from the world, is to 
give up the desire of being known to it. 
After a man has preserved his innocence, 
and performed all duties incumbent up<ii 
him,'liis time spent in his own way is what 
makes his life differ from that of a slave. 
If they who affect show and pomp knew 
how many of their spectators derided their 
trivial taste, they would be very much less 
elated, and have an inclination to examine 
the merit of all they have to do with: they 
would soon find out that there are many 
who make afigure below what their fortune 
or merit entitles them to, nut of mere choice, 
and an elegant desire of ease and disin-
cumbrance. It would look like romance to 
tell you in this age, of an old man who is 
contented to pass for a humourist, and one 
who does not understand the figure he ought 
to make in the world, while he lives in a 
lodging of ten shillings a week, with only 
one servant; while he dresses himself ac-
cording to the season in cloth or in stuff, 
and has no one necessary attention to any 
thing but the bell which calls to prayers 
twice a-day: I say it would look like a fable 
to report tfiat this gentleman gives away all 
which is the overplus of a great fortune by 
secret methods to other men. If he has not 
the pomp of a numerous train, and of pro-
fessors of service to him, he has every day 
he lives the conscience that the widow, the 
fatherless, the mourner, and the stranger 
bless his unseen hand in their prayers. This 
humourist gives up all the compliments 
which people of his own condition cculd 
make him, for the plca-sure of helping the 
afi^icted, supplying the needy, and l)c-
friending the neglected. This humourist 
keeps to himself much more than he wants, 
and gives a vast refuse of his superfluities 
to purchase heaven, and by freeing others 
from the temptations of worldly want, to 
carry a retinue with him thither. 

Of all men who affect living in a particu-
lar wav, next to this admirable character, 
I am the most enamoured of Irus, whose 
condition will not admit of such laiwsses, 
and who perhaps would not be capaole of 
making them if it were. Irus, though he is 
now turned of fiftv, has not appeared in the 
world in his real character since five-and-
twentv, at which age he ran out a small 
patrimony, and spent some time after with 
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rakes who had lived upon liira. A course of 
ten years time passed in all tlic little alleys, 
by-patlis, and sometimes ojicn t-ivems luid 
streets of the town, gave Irus a perfect skill 
in judging of the inclinations of mankind, 
;ind acting accordingly. He seriouslv con-
sidered he was poor, iind the general hor-
ror which most men have of all who are in 
that condition. Inis judged very rightly, 
that while he could keep his povertv a 
secret, he should not feel the weight of it; 
he improved this thought into an affectation 
of closeness and covetousness. Upon this 
one principle he resolved to govern his fu-
ture life; and in the thirty-sixth year of his 
age he repaired to Long-lane, and looked 
ujmn several dresses which hung there de-
serted by their first masters, and exposed 
to the purchase of the best bidder. A t this 
place he exchanged his gay shabbiness of 
clothes fit for a much younger man, to 
warm ones that would be decent for a much 
older one. Irus came out thoroughly equip-
ped from head to foot, with a little oaken 
cane, in t he form of a substant i i man that 
did not mind his dress, turned of fifty. He 
had at this time fifty pounds in ready money; 
and in this habit, with this fortune, he took 
his present lodging in St. John-street, at 
the mansion-house of a tailor's widow, who 
washes, and can clear-starch his bands. 
From that time to this he has kept the 
main stock, without alteration tmder or over 
to the value of five pounds. He left oiF all 
his old acquaintance to a man, and all his 
arts of life, except the play of back-gam-
mon, upon which he has more than bore 
his charges. Irus has, ever since he came 
into tiiis neighbourhood, given aU ^ e inti-
mations he skilfully coi id of being a close 
hunks with money; nobody comes to visit 
him, he receives no letters, and tells his 
money morning and evening. He has from 
the public papers a knowledge of what 
generally passes, shuns all discourses of 
money, but shrugs his shoulders when you 
talk of securities; he denies his b e b g rich 
with the air which all do who are vain of 
being so. H e is the oracle of a neighbouring 
justice of the peace, who meets him at the 
r.offee-house; the hopes that what he has 
must come to somebody, and that he has 
no heirs, have that effect wherever he is 
known, that he has every day three or four 
inflat ions to dine at different jilaces, which 
he generally takes care to choose in such a 
manner as not to seem inclined to the richer 
man. the vovmg men respect him, and 
say he is just the same man he was when 
they were boys. He uses no artifice in the 
world, but makes use of men's designs upon 
himtogetamaintenance outof them. This 
he carries on by a certain peevishness, 
(which he acts very well) that no one would 
believe could possibly enter into the head 
of a poor fellow. His mien, his dress, his 
carriage, and his language, are such, tliat 
you would be at a loss to gursa whether in 

• sellable citizen, or scholar that knew the 
world. These are the great circumstanccs 
in the life of Irus, and thus does he pass 
away his days a stranger to mankind; and 
at his death, the worst that will be s a d of 
him will be, that he got by every man who 
had expectations from him, more than he 
had to leave him. 

I have an inclination to print the following 
letters; for I have heard the author of them 
has somewhere or other seen me, and by an 
excellent faculty in mimickry my corres-
pondents tell me he can assume my air, and 
give my taciturnity a slyness which diverts 
more than any thing I could say if I were 
present. Thus I am glad my silence is 
atoned for to the good company in town. 
He has carried his skill in imitation so far, 
as to have forged a letter fkim my friend 
Sir Roger in such a manner, that any one 
but I who am thoroughly acquainted with 
him, would have taken it for genuine. 

' M a . SPECTATOR,—Having observed in 
Lilly's grammar how sweetly Bacchus and 
Apollo ran in a verse; I have (to preserve 
the amity l)etween t hemj called in Bacchus 
to the aid of my profession of the theatre. 
So that while some people of quality are 
bespeaking plays of me to be acted on such a 
day, and others, hogsheads for theirhouses 
against such a time; I am wholly employed 
in the agreeable service of wit and wine. 
Sir, I have sent you Jar Roger de Coverley's 
letter to me, which pray comply with in 
favour of the Bumper tavern, fie'kind, for 
you know a player's utmost pride is the 
approbation of the Spectator. I am your 
admirer, though unknown, 

' R I C H A R D E S T C O U R T . ' 
' To Mr. E$tcourt, 

At hi» house in Covrnt Gartlen. 
•Coveriev, Dec. IS, 1711. 

•OLD COMICAL ONK,—Tlie hogsheads 
of neat port came safe, and have gotten thpc 
good reputation in these parts; and I am 
glad to liear, that a fellow who has been 
laying out his money ever since he was 
bom, for the mere pleasure of wine, has 
bethought himself of joining profit and plea-
sure together. Our sexton (poor man) 
having received strengtli from thy wine 
since nis fit of the gout, is hugely taken 
with it; he says it is given by nature for the 
use of families, and that no steward's table 
can be without it; that it strengthens diges-
tion, excludes surfeits, fevers, aud physic; 
which green wines of any kind cannot do. 
Pray get a pure snug room, and I hope next 
term to help fill your bumper with our peo-
ple of the club; but you must have no Ijells 
stirring when the Spectator comcs; I for-
bore nnring to dinner while he was down 
with me m t1ie country. Thank you for the 
little hams and Portuspil onions; pi>ay keep 
some always by you. You know my supper 
is only good Cheshire cheese, best mustard, 
a goklon pippin, attended with a pipe (f 

the active part of his life he had been a I John Sly's t e s t . Sir Harry has stolen a l l 
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vour songs, aiid tells the story of the 5th of 
Movembcr to perfcrtion. Yrairs to serve 
you, K O G E R D E C O V E R L E Y . ' 

' W e have lost old Jolin ance you were 
l i tre. ' 1". 

No. 285.] Thursday, January 3, 1711-12. 
Dixcril e mull is aliquifl. qnid virus in anguea 

A(l i lcis?et rabidK Iiadisovilo luji®? 
i n i d de J r t . Ant. Lib. n i . 7. 

But some c x r t a i m ; whal f w n z y rules j o u r m i n d J 
Would joxi incpeaae t b e c f a t t o f w o m f i n k i n d ? 
Tench them new wilea and »rl» ? a s well you m a y 
Ins t ruts a snake lo bile, oi wolf lo prey. Oingrtve-

ONE of the fathers, if I am rightly in-
formed, has defined a woman to be i . i . 

an animal that delights in finery. 
I have already treated of t he sex in two or 
three papers, conformably ti) this definition; 
and have in particular observed, that in all 
ages they have been more careful than the 
men to adorn that part cf tlie head which 
wc generally call the outside. 

This observation is so very notorious, 
that when in ordinary discourse we say a 
man has a fine head, a long head, or a good 
head, we express ourselves metaphorically, 
and speak in relation to his understanding; 
whereas when we say of a woman, she h ^ 
a fine, a long, or a good head, we speak 
only in relation to her commode. 

It is observed among birds, that nature 
has lavished all he r omarnents upon the 
male, who very often appears in a moS 
bcautirul head-dress: whether it be a cres^ 
a comb, a tuft of feathers, or a natural httle 
plume, erected like a kind of pinnaclc jm 
the very top of the head. As nature on the 
contrary has poured out her charms in the 
greatest abundance upon the female par t 
of our species, so they are very asaduous 
in bestowing upon themselves the finest 
garnitures of a r t T h e peacock, in all Ins 
pride, dees not display half the coloure 
that appear in the garments of a Bntish 
ladv, when she is dressed either for a ball 
or binh-dav. 

But to r eh im to our female heads. I he 
ladies have been for sometime in a kind of 
moulting season with regard to that par t of 
their dress, having cast great quantiues of 
riband, lace, and cambric, and in some 
measure reduced that part of the human 
figure to the beautiful globular form, which 
is natural to i t W c have for a great while 
expected what kind of ornament would be 
substituted in the place of those antiquated 
commodes. Our female projectors were all 
the last summer so taken up with the im-Erovement of their petticoats, that they 

ad not time to attend to any thing else; but 
having at length sufficiently adorned their 
lower parts, they now begin to turn their 
thoughts upon tlie other extremity, as well 
remembering the old kitchen proverb, ' tha t 
if you light the fire at both ends, the mid-
dle will shift for itself.' 

I am engaged in tliis speculation by a 
sight which riiitely met with at tiie opera. 
As I was standing in the hinder part of a 
box, I took noticc of alittlc cluster of women 
sitting t£^ether in the prettiest coloureO 
hoods that I ever saw. One of them was 
blue, another yellow, and another philo-
mot; the fourth was of a pink colour, and 
the fifth of a pale green. I locked with 
as much pleasure upon this littic party-
coloured assembly, as upon a bed of tulips, 
and did not know at first whether it migkt 
not be an embassy of Indian queens; but 
uponmy going about into the pit, andtakmg 
them in front, I was immediately imdeceiv-
e i and saw so much beautv in every face, 
that I found them all to be English. Such 
eyes and lips, cheeks and foreheads, could 
be the growth of no other country. T h e 
complexion of their faces hindered me from 
observing any far ther the colour of their 
hoods, though I could easily perceive by 
that u n s p c i a b l e satisfaction which ap-
peared iti their looks, that their own 
thoughts were wholly taken up on those 
pretty ornaments tliey wore upon their 
heads. , 

I am informed that this fashion ^ r e a d s 
daily, insomuch that the W h i g and Tory 
ladies begin already to hang out diiferent 
colours, and to show their principles in their 
head-dress. Nay if I maytel ieve my friend 
Wil l Honeycomb, there is a certain old 

• coquette of his acqudntancc, who intends 
to appear very suddenly in a rambow hood, 
like die Iris in Dryden^s Virgil, not ques-
tioning but tha t among such a vanety of 
colours she shall have a charm for every 
hea r t 

My friend Wil l , who very much values 
himself upon his great insight into gallantry, 
tells me, that he can already guess a t the 
humour a lady is in l;y h e r hood, as the 
courtiers of Morocco knew the disposition 
of their present emperor by the colour of 
the dress which h e put on. W h e n Mele-
sinda wraps her head in flame colour, her 
heart is set upon execution- W h e n she 
covers it with purple, I would not, says he, 
advise her lover to approach her ; but if she 
appears in white, it is peace, and he may 
hand her out of her box with safety. 

Wi l l informs me likewise, that these 
hoods may be used as signals. W h y else, 
says he, does Cornelia always put on a 
black hood when her husband is gone into 
the country? 

Such are my friend Honeycomb s dreams 
of gallantn". For my own part , I impute 
this diversity of colours in the hoods to the 
diveraty of complexion in the faces of my 
pretty countrywomen. Ovid, in his Art of 
Love, ha-s given some precepts as to this 
particular, though I find they are different 
from those which prevail among the mo-
dems. He recommends a red s t r i f ^ silk 
to the pale complexion; white to the brown, 
and dark to the fair. On the ccntrary, my 

, friend Will , who pretends to be a greater 
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master in this art than Ovid, tells me, 
that the palest features lixili the niostacree-
al)lc in white sarsenet; that a face winch is 
overflushed appears to advantage in the 
ricept'st scarlet; and that the darkest com-
plexion is not a little alienated hv a black 
hood. Ill short, he is for losing ttie colour 
<if the face in that of the hood, as a fire 
bums dimlv, and a candlc goes half out, in 
the lis'ht of the sun. ' Thisj" savs he, ' your 
Ovid himself has hinted, where he treats 
n£ these matters, when he tells us that the 
bhic watcf-iiymphs are dressed in sky-
c^lourcd garments; and that Aurora, who 
alwavs appears in the light of the rising 
sun, IS robed in saffron.' 

Wlietl ier these his observations are justly 
grounded I cannot tell; but I have often 
known him, as we have stood together be-
hind the ladies, praise or dispraise the com-
plexion of a face which he never saw, from 
ob.serving the colour of her hood, and [he] 
has been very seldom out in these his 
guesses. 

As I have nothing more at heart than the 
honour and improvement of the fair sex, I 
cannot conclude this paper without an ex-
hortation to the British ladies, that they 
would excel the women of all other nations 
as much in virtue and good sense, as they 
do in beauty: which they may certainly do, 
i f thcy will be as industrious to cultivate 
their minds, as they are to adorn their 
Ixidies. In the mean while I shall recom-
mend to their most serious consideration 
the saying of an old Greek poet; 

ruvx iE i iOff-W,f « 'e^^'i 
C. 

No. 2{>6.] Friday, January 4, D7I1-12. 
Iff v r m r« t , qiiod f s o m i h i p u t o p i l m a r i n n i , 
^T.! qit.itinMlQ ailA|^<cpnlii)ii5 
t̂i'r*nririini iris>'nia in'T'-itpoft̂ iE 
.M.ilure ut cum eognorit, perprmtuxlpric. 

Ttr. / ; » » . A t t T. Sc. 1 
T h « I c o n r r i i - ' In be nijr niMipr-piec», i l m t I have 

<hvi)vned hnw ijn^.xprTifmW ynuih nuy rietrft Ihe 
anificc* of hati MoiDeo. and by knoviiiE tJjcia efirly 
t i f l - s l Uiciu (hr eve r . ' 

Ko vice or wickedness which people fall 
into fi-om indulgence to desires which are 
natural to all, ought to place them below 
the compassiw of the \-irtuous part of the 
world; wliith indee<l often makes me a 
h ide apt to suspect the sincerity of their 
virtiie, who are too warmly provoked at 
other people's personal sins. I he unlawful 
coinniercc uf the sexes is of all othei-s the 
hardest to avoid; and vet there is no one 
which vou shall hear the rigider part of 
womankind speak of with so little merey. 
I t is very certain that a modest woman can-
not abhor the breach of chastity too much; 
but pray let her hate it for herself, and 
only pity it in others, Will Honeycomb 
calls these over-offended ladies, the out-
rageously virtuous. 

I do not design to fall upon failures in 

general, with relation to the gift of chastity, 
but at present only enter upin that large 
field, and begin with the consideration of 
poor and public whores. T h e other even-
mg, pas-sing along near Coveiit-garden, I 
was jogged on the elbow as I turned into 
the piazza, on the right liand r.oiiiing out 
of James-street, by a slim young girl of 
about seventeen, wfio with a i)ert air asked 
me if I was for a pint of wine. I do not 
know but I should have indulged my cu-
rioaty in having seme chat with her , but 
that I am informed theman of the lUunpcr 
knows me; and it would have made a stiirv 
for him not very agreeable to some part n{ 
my writings, though I have in others so 
frequently said, that I am wholly uncon-
cenied in any scene I am in but merely iis 
a Spectator. This impediment being in my 
wav, we stood under one of the archcs by 
twilight; and tliere I could observe ai ex-
act features as I had ever seen, the most 
agreeable shape, the finest neck and bosom; 
in a word, the whole pcrscm of a woman 
exquisitely beautiful She affected to al-
lure me with a forced wantonness in her 
look and air; but I saw it checked with 
hunger and cold; her eyes were wan and 
eager, her dress thin and tawdrj' , l iermien 

i l l ..a-, u i i i j a>i*i ^ n u i ^ , iiici J l l i c i l 
genteel and childish. This strange figure 
gave me much anguish of heart, and to 
avoid bring seen with her, I went away, 
tot could not forbear giving her a crown. 
I he poor thing sighed, courtesied, and 
with a blessing expressed with the ut-
most vehemence, turned from me. This 
creature is what they call 'newly come 
up)on tlie town,' but who falling, 1 suppose, 
into cruel h a n d s left in the first month 
from her dishonour, and exposed to pass 
through the hands and discipline cf one of 
those h ^ cf hell whom we c;ill bawds. 
But lest I should grow too suddenly grave 
on this subject, and be myself outrageously 
good, I sliall turn to a scene in one of Flet-
cher 's plays, where thischaracter is drawn, 
and the economy of whoredom most ad-
mirably described. T h e pas.sage I would 
point to is in the third scene of the second 
act of the Humorous Lieutenant. Leucippe, 
who is agent for the king's lust, and bawds 
at the same t ime for the whole court, is 
very pleasantly introduced, reading her 
minutes as a person of business, with two 
maids, her under secretaries, taking in-
structions at a table betbre her. Her wo-
men, hcth those under her present tutelage, 
and those which she is laying wait for, are 
alphabctically set down in her book; and 
as she is looking over the letter C in a mut-
tering voice, as if between soliloquy and 
speaking out, slie says, 
Hr^r mai^fenliearl w i i l y i eM tne ; let m e sec n o w ; 
8f»e is n o t I^ftMn t h e y c a y ; h e ' w m p i e x j o n — 
O o e , C loe . Cloe. h e r e I Iia^'e he r . 
Cloe, t b e d a u f l i t e r o f a c o u n t r y jFi'nrieiniiii; 
Her a ^ upon f i f t een N u w her c o m [ 4 f i i o n , — 
A l o w l y b r u n n ; H ia : c-yea b U d t a n d rol l ing, 

bndy n e a t l y t i u i l t ; t.bp s u i k ^ a a lutn n e l ) , 
B i o g s i c o n e o v i c i n f l y . T b e t c belpe c u n s U e r d, 
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Il«r cnaidfnlit^Bd will amount to ^nnv IH'er hnndr&l. 
Or three hiiivlred anil dfty crowns, ' l « i l l bes t iUiand-

BOinely 
Her fat:»T'« p o o t ; »i>me Mule ' l inre deduci r f . 
To buy bini u hunt ing na^. 

T h e s e crea tures a re very well instructed 
ill the circt imstancesand manners of all who 
a re any way related to t h e fa i r one whom 
ttiey have a design upon. A s Cloe is to be 
purchased w i th i350 crowns, and the f a the r 
taken off with a p a d ; t h e merchan t ' s wife 
next to he r , w h o abounds in plenty, is not 
tn have downright money, but the merce -
nary p a r t of h e r mind is engaged 'with a 
present of plate , and a l i t t le ambition- She 
is made to unders tand t ha t it is a m a n of 
quality w h o dies for her . T h e examination 
of a y o u n j girl for business, aiid the crying 
down h e r va lue for being a slight th ing, 
ti>gether wi th everv o the r c i rcumstance 
in the sccne, a re inimitably excel lent , and 
have thp t r u e spirit of comedy; though it 
we re to be wished the autlior had added 
a c i rcumstance which should m a k e L e u -
c ippe ' s baseness more odious. 

I t must not be thought a dijip-essimi f rom 
my intended speculation, to ta lk of bawds 
in a discourse upon wenches; for a woman 
of the town is not thoroughly and proper ly 
such without having gone through the edu-
cation of one of these houses. But the 
compassionate case of very many is, tha t 
they a re taken into such hands without any 
the least suspicion, previous temptat ion, 
or admonition to wha t p lace they a re going. 
T h e last week I went to an inn in t h e city 
to enquire for some provisions which were 
sent a waggon out of t l ie country; and as 
I wailed in one of the boxes till t h e c h a m -
berlain had looked over his parcels , I hea rd 
an old and a vcung vince repea t ing the 
questions and responses of the c h u r c h -
citechi.sm. I thought i t no breach of good-
manners to peep a t a crevice, and look in 
at people so well emplo\ 'ed; but who should 
1 see there but the most ar t fu l procuress m 
town, examining a most beatitifiil cramtry-
girl, who h a d come up in the same waggon 
with my things, whe the r she was well edu-
cated, 'could forbear playing the wanton 
with servants and idle fellows, of which 
this town, says she, is too full . A t t h e s . i m e 
time, ' w h e t h e r she k n e w enough of b reed-
ing, fis tha t if a 'squire o r a g ^ l e m a n , or 
one th i i twas h e r be t te rs , should give h e r a 
civil salute, she sho»iUl conrtesy am! he 
humble never theless . ' H e r iimncent ' for-
sooth?, yeses, and ' t please you's, and she 
wonlil do h e r endeavour , ' moved t h e g i ^ 
old lady to t a k e >5er out of t h e liaiids of a 
Cffljntry bumpk in , h e r b ro ther , and hire 
her for h e r own maid. I staid till I saw 
them all m a r c h out to t ake a coach; t h e bro-
t h e r loaded with agroa t cheese, h e prevai l -
ed upon h e r to take for h e r civilities to his 
sister. T h i s poor creat t i re 's f a t e is not far 
off tha t of he r ' s whom I spoke of above; 
and it is not to be doubted, but a f t e r s h e h a s 
been long enough a p r ev to last , she will 
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be delivered over to famine. Tlve ironical 
commendation of t h e industry and char i ty 
of these ant iquated l a d i e s these directors 
of sin, af ter tliev can no longer commit it , 
makes n p the beautv of t h e inimitable de -
dication to the Pla in-Dealer , and is a mas-
ter-piece of rai l lery on this vice. But to 
undersUnd all the pur l ieus of th i s game 
the be t te r , and to il lustrate this subject m 
fu ture discourses, I mvist venture myself , 
with my f r iend Wi l l , into t h e haunts of 
beauty and gal lantry; f rom p a m p e r e d vice 
in t h e habitations of t h e weal thy, to dis-
t ressed indigent wickedness expel led t h e 
harbours of t h e brothel . 

No. 267. ] Saturday, January 5, 1711-12. 
Cedite EoniJiil sctiplnres. cedite fiiaii. 

Prtrcn. E I . M . I i b . a e a . 
Give p l a « . ye Roman , and firecian w i n . 

THERE is nothing in na tu re so i rksome 
as general discourses, especially when they 
tu rn chieflT upon words. F o r this r e a w n 
I shal l waive t h e discussion of t ha t point 
w h i c h was s tar ted some yea r s since, w h e -
t h e r Mil ton 's Pai-adise Lost may be called 
an hero ic poem? T h o s e who will not give 
it t ha t title, m a y call i t (if they please) a 
divine poem. I t will be sufficient to i ts 
perfect ion, if it has in it all the beaut ies 
of t h e highest kind of poe t ry ; and as tor 
these w h o allege it is not an heroic poem, 
they advance no more to the dimmution oi 
it, t han if they should say A d a m is not 
iEneas , nor E v e Helen, 

I shall t he re fo re examine it by t h e r u l e s 
of ep i c poetry, and see w h e t h e r i t falls 
short of the I l iad or iEne id , in t h e beauties 
w h i c h a re essential to t ha t k ind of writing. 
T h e first th ing to be considered in an epic Kem, is t h e fable, which is p e r f e c t or inipei--

•X, acconling as t h e action which it re lates 
is m o r e or less so. T h i s action should have 
t h r e e qualifications, in it. F i r s t , it should 
be but one action. Secondly, it should ^ 

. an ent i re action; and, T h i r d l y , i t should 
be a grea t action. T o consider the action 
of t h e Iliad, iEneid , and Parad ise Lost , m 
these t h r e e several l ights: Horae r , to p r e -
serve t h e unity of his action, hastens in to 
t h e midst of th ings , as Horace has observed. 
H a d he gone xip to L e d a ' s egg, or begun 
much la ter , c*'en at the r a p e of Helen, or 
the investing of T r o y , it is manifest t h a t 
the storv of the poem would h a v e been a 
series of several action*. H e there fore 
opens his p o e m with the discord of h i s 
princcs, and ar t ful ly interweaves, in t h e 
several succeeding par t s of it, an account 
of everv thing mater ia l w h i c h relates t o 
t h e m , and had passed before t ha t fatal dis-
sention. A f t e r t h e same m a n n e r A n e a s 
makes his first a p p e a r a n c e in t h e T y r r h e n e 
seas, and within sight of I ta ly , because the 
action proposed to be ce lebra ted was t ha t 
of h i s se tding himself in L a t i u m . But be-
cause it was necessary for the reader to 
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know what had happened to him in the 
taking of Troy, and in the preceding parts 
of his voyage, Virgil makes his hero relate 
it bv way of episode in the second and third 
booksofthe / tneid. T h e contents of both 
which bonks came before those of the first 
book in the thread of the story, though for 
preserving this unity of action they follow 
them in the disposition of the poem. Mil-
ton, in imitation of these two great poets, 
opens his Paradise Lost with an infernal 
council plotting the fall of man, which is 
the action he proposed to celebrate; and as 
for those great actions, which preceded, in 
point of time, the battle of the angels, and 
the creation of the world, (which would 
have entirely destroyed the unity of the 
principal action, had he related them in 
the same order that they happened) he 
cast them into the fifth, sixth, and seventh 
books, by way of episode to this noble poem. 

Aristotle himself allows, that Homer has 
nothing to boast of as to the unity of his 
fable, though at the same time that great 
critic and philosopher endeavours to pal-
liate this imperfection in the Greek poet, 
by imputing it in some measure to the very 
nature of an epic poem. Some have been 
of opinion, that the flineid also labours in 
this particular, and has episodes which 
maybe looked upon as excrescences rather 
than as parts of the action. On the con-
trary, the poem which we have now under 
our consideration, hath no other episodes 
than such as naturally arise from the sub-
ject, and yet is filled with such a multi-
tude of astonishing incidents, that it gives 
us at the same time a pleasure of the great-
est variety and of the e^^atest simplicity; 
uniform in its nature, though divertijied in 
the execution. 

I must observe also, that as Virgil, in the 
poem which was designed to celebrate the 
original of the Roman empire, has de-
scribed the birth of its great rival, the Car-
thaginian commonwealth; Milton, with the 
like art, in his poem on the fall of mar , has 
related the fall of those angels who are his 
professed enemies. Besides the many other 
beauties in such an episode, its running Earallei with the great action of the poem 

inders it fn>m breaking the unity so much 
as another episode would have done, that 
had not so great an affinity with the prin-
cipal subject. In short, this is the same 
kind of beauty which the critics admire in 
the Spanish Friar, or the Double Discovery, 
where the two different plots look Dke 
counter-parts and copies of one another. 

The second gualification required in the 
action of an epic poem, is, that it should be 
an entire action. An action is entire when 
it is complete in all its parts; or as Aristo-
tle describes it, when it consists of a begin-
ning, a middle, and an end. Nothing should 
go before it, be intermixed with it, or fol-
low after it, that is not related to it. As, 
on the contrary, no single step should be 
omitted in that just and regular process 

which it must be supposed to take from its 
original to its consummation. Thus we see 
the anger of Achilles in its birth, its con-
tinuance, and effects; and iEneas's settle-
ment in Italy carried on through all the 
oppositions in his wav to it both by sea and 
land. The action in Milton excels (I think) 
both the former in this particular; we see 
it contrived in hell, executed upon earth, 
and punished by heaven. T h e parts of it 
are told in the most distinct manner, and 
grow out of one another in the most natural 
method. 

T h e third qualification of an epic poem 
is its greatness. T h e anger of Achilles was 
of such conseqvience that it embroiled the 
kings of Greece, destroyed the heroes of 
Troy, and engaged all the gods in factions, 
^ n e a s ' s settlement in Italy produced the 
Cssars, and gave birth to the Roman em-
pire. Milton s s u b ^ t was still greater 
than either of the former; it does not de-
termine the fate of angle persons or na-

• tions; but of a whole species. The united 
powers of hell are joined together for the 
destruction of mankind, which they effect-
ed in part, and would have completed, had 
not Omnipotence itself interposed. T h e 
principal actors are man in his greatest pcr-
fecticsi, and woman in her highest beauty. 
Their enemies are the fallen ajreels; the 
Messiah their friend, and the Almighty 
their Protector. In short every thing that 
is great in the whole circle of being, whe-
ther within the verge of nature, or out of it, 
has a proper part assigned it in this admir-
able poem. 

In poetry, as in architecture, not only 
the whole, W the principal members, and 
every part of them, should be great. I will 
not presume to say, that the book of games 
in the ^ n e i d , or that in the Iliad, are not 
of this nature; nor to reprehend Virgil^ 
simile of the top, and many other of the 
same kind in the Iliad, as liable to any cen-
sure in this particular; but I think we may 
say, without derogating from those won-
derfiil performances, that there is an un-

Juestionable magnificence in every part of 

aradise Lost, and indeed a much greater 
than could have been formed upon any pa-
gan system. 

But Aristotle, by the greatness of the ac-
tion, does not only mean that it should be 
great in its nature, but also in its duration, 
or in other words, that it should have a due 
length m it, as well as what we properly 
call greatness. The just measure of this 
kind of magnitude, he explains by the fol-
lowing amilitude: An animal no bigger 
than a mite, cannot appear perfect to the 
eye, because the sight t ^ e s it in at once, 
and has only a confused idea of the whole, 
and not a distinct idea of all its parts; if on 
the contrary, you should suppose an animal 
of ten thousand furlongs in length, the eye 
would be so filled with a single part of it, 
that it could not give the nimd an Idea of 
the whole. W h a t these animals are to the 
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eye, a very short or a very long action 
would be to the memory. T h e first would 
be, as it were, lost and swallowed u p by it, 
and the other difficult to be contained in it. 
Homer and Virgil have shown their pr in-
cipal art in this par t icular ; the action of t h e 
Iliad, and t h a t of the /Eneid, were in t h e m -
selves exceeding short, but are so beauti-
fully extended and diversified by t h e inven-
tlnn of episodes, and the machinery of gods, 
with t h e like poetical ornaments, that they 
make u p an agreeable story, sufficient t o 
e t n p l w the memory without overcharging 
it. Milton's action is enr iched with such a 
variety of circumstances, t h a i I have t aken 
as much pleasure in reading t h e contents 
of his books, as in the best invented story I 
ever met with. I t is possible, t ha t t h e t r a -
ditions, on which t h e I l iad and the ^Eneirt 
were built, had more circumstances in t h e m 
than the history of the fall of man, as it is 
related in scripture. Besides, it was easier 
for H o m e r and Virgil t o dash the t r u th 
with fictaon, as they were in no danger of 
offending the re l ipon of the i r country b y it. 
But as for Milton, h e h a d not only a very 
few circumstances upon which to ra ise his 
poem, but was also obliged to proceed with 
the greatest caution in everj" thing tha t h e 
.(dded out of his own invention. A n d in-
deed, notwithstanding all t h e restraint h e 
was under, h e has filled h is story with so 
many surprising incidents, which bear so 
close an analcCT with wha t is delivered in 
holy writ, t ha t it is capable of pleasing the 
most dclicate reader , without giving offence 
to the most scrupulous. 

T h e modem critics have collected f rom 
several hints in t h e Iliad and . ^ n e i d t h e 
space of time which is t aken u p by t h e ac-
tion (rf each of those poems; bat as a great 
p a r t of Milton's story was translated in r e -
gions that lie out of the r each of t h e sun and 
t h e sphere of day, it is impossible to grat ify 
t h e reader with such a calculation, which 
indeed would be more curious than instruc-
tive; none of t h e critics, ei ther ancient or 
modem, having laid down rules to c i rcum-
scribe the action of an epic poem with any 
determined number of years , days, or hours. 

Th i s picce of criticism on Milton's Pa r a -
dise Lost shall be carr ied on in the following 
Saturdays' papers . L . 

No. 268.] Monday, Janvary 7, 1711-12. 

- M i n u s a p t u s s c u t i t 
Nsnbu& hori im b o m i n u m — 

S s i - . S a l . Mi. Lik. 1 - S 9 . 

For lively sallies of corporeal w i t . — O w i -

IT is not tha t 1 th ink I have been more 
wittv than I ought of late, t ha t at present I 
whollv forbear any a t t empt towards it: 1 
am of opinion tha t I ought sometimes to 
lav before t h e world the plain le t te rs of mv 
correspondents in t h e art less dress in which 
tliey hastily send them, that t h e reader 

mav see I am not accuser and judge mv-
self, bu t tha t the indictment is proper ty 
and fairly laid, before 1 proceed against t h e 
criminal. 

' MR. SPECTATOR,—-^s vou are specta-
tor-general, I apply myself to you n the 
following ca.se, viz. I do not wea r a sword, 
but I often divert myself a t t h e theat re , 
whe re I frcrinently see a set of fellows pull 

Slain people, by way of humour and frolic, 
y t h e nose, upon frivolous or no occasions. 

A fr iend of mine t h e other night applaud-
ing wha t a graceful exi t Mr . W i l k s made, 
one of those nose-wringers overhearing 
him, pinched him b y t h e nose. I was in 
the pU t h e other night , (when it was very 
much crowded,) a ^ n t l e m a n leaning upon 
me, and very heavily, I very civilly re-
quested him to remove his hand ; for which 
h e pulled me bv t h e nose. I would not re-
sent it in so public a place, because I was 
unwilling to create a dis turbance; but have 
since reflected upon it as a thing that is un-
manly and disingenuous, renders the nose-
puller odious, and makes the person pul led 
bv t h e nose Ipok little and contemptible. 
T h i s grievance I humbly request you will 
endeavour to redress. I am vour admirer , 
See. J A M E S E A S Y . ' 

MR. SPECTATOR,—Your discourse of 
the 29th of December ," on love and m a r -
riage, is of so useful a kind t h a t I cannot 
forbear adding m y thoughts to ^-rairs on 
t h a t subject. Me th inks it is a misfortune, 
t h a t the mar r i age state, which in its own 
nature is adapted to give us t h e completesi 
happiness this life is capable of, should be 
so uncomfortable a one to so many as it 
dwly proves. But t h e mischief generally 
proceeds from t h e unwise choice people 
m a k e for themselves, and an expectation 
of happiness f rom things not capable of 
giving it. No th ing but t h e good qualities 
of t h e person beloved can be a foundation 
for a love of judgment and discretion; and 
whoever expects happiness from any thing 
but virtue, wisdom, good humour, and a 
similitude of manners, will find themselves 
widely mistaken, But how few arc there 
who seek a f te r these things, and do not 
r a t h e r make riches their chief, if not the i r 
onlv aim? How r a r e is it for a man, when 
he engages himself in the thoughts of m a r -
riage, to place his hopes of having in such 
a woman a constant agreeable companion? 
One who will divide his cares, and double 
his joys? W h o will manage tha t share of his 
estate h e intrusts to he r conduct with pru-
dence and fnigalit}-, govern his house with 
economy and discretion, and be an orna-
ment to himself and family? W h e r e shall 
we find the man who looks out for one who 
places he r chicf happiness in t h e pract i re of 
^^rtlle, and makes he r dutv h e r continual 
pleasure? N o : men ra ther seek for money 
as t h e complement of all the i r desires; and 
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re j^rd less of wtiat kintl of wives they t ike , 
they think r iches will be a ministei" tf) all 
kind of pleasures, and enable them to keep 
inistresscs, horses, hounds; to d r ink , feast, 
and game with their companions, pay their 
debts contracted by former extravagances, 
or some such vile and unwortliy end; and 
indulge themselves in pleasures which are 
a shame and scandal to hi imar nature. 
Now as for women, how few of them arc 
there who placc the happiness of their 
marriage in the having a wise and xirtuous 
friend? One who will b e fai thful and just 
to all, and constant and loving to them? 
W h o with care and diligence will look after 
and improve the estate, and without grudg-
ing allow whatever is prudent and con-
venient? Rather , how few are there who 
do not place their happiness in outshining 
others in pi 'mp and show? and t h a t do not 
think within themselves when they have 
married such a rich person, tha t noneot 
their acqnaintance shall appear so fine in 
their equipage, so adorned m their persons, 
or so magnificent in their furni ture as them-
selves? T h u s their heads are filled with 
vain ideas; and I hearti ly wish I could say 
tha t ermipage and !>hr.w were not t he chief 
good of so manv women as I fear it is. 

• Af te r this manner do both sexes deceive 
themselves, and bring reflections and dis-
grace upon the most happy and most ho-
nourable state of life; whereas , if they would 
bu t correct their depraved taste, moderate 
the i r ambition, and place their happiness 
upon p roper objects, we should not find 
felicity in the marriage state such awonder 
in the world as it now is. 

' Sir, if you think these thoughts worth 
inserting among your own, be pleased to 
give them a bet ter dress; and let them pass 
abroad, and you will oblige your admirer , 

' A . B. ' 
' MR. SPECTATOR,—\s I was this day 

walking in the street, there happened to 
pass by on the o ther side of t he way a 
beauty, whose charms were so attracting, 
tha t it drew my eyes wholly on tha t side, 
insomucli, that I neglected my own way, 
and chanced to n m my nose directly against 
a post; which the lady no sooner perceived, 
but she fell into a fit of laughter, though at 
the same time she was sensible that she 
herself was the cause of my misfortune, 
which in my o[nnton was the greater ag-
pava t ion of her crime. 1 being busy wip-
ing off the blood which trickled down my 
face, had not time to acquaint h e r with her 
barbari ty, as also with m r resolutlai, viz, 
never to look out of my wav for one of h e r 
sex more : therefore, tliat your humble ser-
vant may be revenged, he desires von to 
insert this in one of your next papers, 'whlch 
h e hopes will be a waniing to all tlie rest 
of the women-gazers, as well as to por r 

' A N T H O N Y G A P E . ' 

' MR. SPECTATOR,—I desire to know in 
j o u r nsx t , if the merry game of " T h e 

parson has lost his c loak," is not miehtiiy 
in voCTie amongst the fine ladies this Christ-
mas, Because I see they wear hoods of all 
colours, which I suppose is for tha t p u r -
pose. If it is, and you think it proper , I 
will carry some of those hoods with me to 
our ladies in Yorkshire: l)ecause they en-
joined me to bring them something f rom 
London tha t was very new. If you can tell 
any thing in which I can obey their com-
mands more agreeably, be pleased to in-
form me, and you will extremely oblige 
your humble servant . ' 

' O x f o r d , D e c . 29. 
' M R . SPECTATOR,—Since you appear 

inclined to b e a friend to t he (distressed, I 
beg you would assist m c in an aff i i r under 
wliich I have suffered very much. T h o 
reignine toast of this place is Patet ia; I 
have pursued her with t he utmost diligence 
this twelvemonth, and find notliing stands 
in mv way but one who flatters her more 
than I can. P r ide is her favourite pass im; 
therefore if you would be so far my friend 
as to make a favourable mention of mc in 
one of your papers , I believe I should not 
fail in my addresses. T h e scholars stand 
in rows, as they did to b e sure in vour 
t ime, at he r pew door; and she has ali t he 
devotion paid to her by a crowd of youths 
who are unac<)uainted wi th the sex, and 
have inexperience added to their passion. 
However , if it succeeds accor t ing to my 
vows, you will make me the happiest man 
in t he world, and the most obliged amongst 
all your humble servants. ' 

' MR. SPECTATOH,—1 came to my mis-
tress 's toilet th is morning, for I am admit ted 
when h e r face is s tark naked: she frowned 
and cried pish, when I said a thing tha t 
I stole; a n d l will be judged by you whether 
it was not very prettv, " M a d a m , " said I , 
" you shall forbear tViat p a r t of your dress; 
it may be well in others, bu t you cannot 
place a patch where it docs not hide a 
beau ty . " T . 

N a 269.] Tuesday, January 8, 1731-12. 

.(ISTf) r a r i s s j m a n o s t r o 
Simplici taa Dciil. A n Lib. i. 2<i. 
Most rare i s n o w our old umptieit)*.—T*rif4n, 

I WAS this morning surprised with a great 
knocking at t he door, when my landlady's 
daughter came u p to me and told me t h a t 
there was a man below desired to speak 
with me. U p o n mv asking her who it was, 
she told me it was a very grave elderly 
person, but tha t she did not know hisname. 
I i m m ^ i a t e l y went down to him, and found 
him to be the coachman of my worthy friend 
Sir Roger de Covcvley. H e told me that 
his master came to town last night, aiirt 
would be glad to take a tuni with me in 
Gray ' s Inn walks. As I was wondering 
with myself what had brought Sir Roger 
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to town, not having lately received any 
le t ter f rom h i m , h e told m e that his mas te r 
•was come u p to se t a sight of Pr ince E u -
pcne, and t ha t h e desired 1 would i m m e -
diately mee t him. , . 

I was nnt a little pleased with the cunnsi ty 
of the old knight , though I did not m u c h 
wonder a t it, having h e a r d h im say more 
than once in pr ivate discoursp, t ha t h e 
looked upon Prince Eugenio (for so the 
knight a lways calls h i m . ) to be a g rea te r 
man than Scanderbeg.* ^ 

I was no sooner come into Cjray s inn 
walks, but I hea rd my fr iend upon t h e tc i^ 
race hemming twice o r th r ice to himself 
wi th great vigour, for h e loves to c lear his 
p ipes in good air, ( to m a k e use of h i s own 
plirasc,) and is not a little pleased wi th any 
one who t akes notice of t h e s t rength wluch 
h e still exe r t s in h i s morning hems. 

I was touched wi th a s cc r f t joy a t the 
sight of the good old man , who before he 
saw m e was engaged in conversation with 
a beggar-man t ha t had asked a lms of him. 
I could h e a r m v fr iend chide h im for not 
finding out some w o r k ; b u t a t t h e same 
t ime saw h i m p u t his h a n d in his p o o i e t 
and give h im sixpence. 

O u r salutations were ve ry hea r ty on toh 
sides, consisting of m a n y kind shakes of the 
hand, and several affectionate looks which 
w e cast upon one another, A f t e r w h i c h the 
knight told m e m y good f r iend his chaplmn 
was very well, and m u c h a t ray service, 
and tha t t h e Sunday before h e h a d m a d e a 
most incomparable sermon out of Dr , Bar -
row, ' I h a v e l e f t , ' savs he , ' ail m y affairs 
in his hands , and b a n g willing to j a y an 
obligation upon h i m , h a v e deposited wi th 
h im th i r ty m a r k s , to ^ distr ibuted among 
his tJoor par ishioners . ' . 

H e then proceeded to acquamt m e with 
t h e wel fare of W i l l W i m b l e . U p o n which 
h e p u t his h a n d into h i s fob and presented 
m e in his n a m e wi th a tobacco-stopper, 
telling m e t ha t W i l l h a d been busy all the 
bcBinning of the winter in turning grea t 
quantit ies of t h e m ; and t ha t he made a pre-
sent of one to every gent ieman m t h e crun-
tTv who has gcxid principles, and smokes. 
H e sdded, t h a t poor W i l l was at p r e w n t un-
dei- grea t tribulation, for t ha t T o m I ouchy 
had taken the law of h im for cutt ing some 
hazel sticks out of one of h i s hedges. 

Among other pieces of news which the 
knieht b rough t f rom h is country-seat , he 
i r . f i rmed m c tha t Moll W h i t e was dead, 
and tiiat about a month a f t e r h e r dea th the 
wind w ; s so verv h igh , t ha t it blev? down 
the end of one of his b a m s . ' But to r mv 
own p a r t , ' savs Sir Roger , ' I do not th ink 
tha t the old w'oman h a d any hand in it. 

H e a f t e rwards fell into an account nt the 
divcrsi^ns which had passed in his house 
dur ing t h e holidays; for Sir Roger , af ter the 

* O i i r i - Cas l r io t , « (*lfkr!i i«d .\l>i«iii«n chief in ll.e 
( i f f ^ n l h p - r M r v : h». » » e c« l l " l by Ihe 
T u r k j . w i l h w h o m hu lang c o n l i n u c J a t WW. 

laudable custom of his ancestors, a lways 
keeps open house a t Chris tmas. 1 lean ied 
frorn h im tha t he had killed eight fat hogs 
for th i s season, t ha t he had dealt about his 
chines very liberally amongst his neigh-
bours, and t ha t in par t icular h e had sent a 
string of hog 's puddings wi th a p a c k ot 
ca rds to every poor family m the par i sh . 
' I have often thought , ' s.ws Sir Roger , it 
h a p p e n s very well t ha t Chr i s tmas should 
fall out in t h e middle of winter . I t is t h e 
most dead uncomfortable time of t h e year , 
when the poor people would suffer v^ry 
m u c h from the i r poverty and cold, rf t hey 
had not good chee r , w a r m fires, a n d C h n s t -
mas gambols to suppor t them. I love to 
rejoice the i r poor hea r t s a t th i s season, ami 
to see the whole village m e r r y in my grea t 
hall . 1 allow a double quant i ty of ma l t to 
my small-beer, and set i t a rannm^ tor 
twelve davs to eve ry one t ha t calls for it. 1 
have always a piece of cold beet and a 
mince-pie upon the table, and a m wcmder-
fully pleased to see m y tenants pass away 
a whole evening in playing the i r innocent 
t r icks , andsmut t ingoneano the r . O u r t n e n d 

W i l l W i m b l e is as merry as any of t h e m , 
j and shows a thousand roguish t r i cks upon 
t h e s e occasions. , . , , 

1 was very m u c h del ighted wi th the r e -
flection of m v old f r iend, which e a r n e d so 
m u c h goodness in it. H e then launched out 
into t h i praise of t h e late ^ t of par l i ament 
fo r secut^ng t h e church of EngUndj^f and 
told m e with grea t satisfaction, thM h e be -
l ieved it a l ready began to t a k e eflect, tor 
t ha t a rigid dissenter w h o chanced to dine 
at his house on Chr is tmas-day, had been 
observed to eat very plentifully of his p lum-
porridge. 

A f t e r having despatched all our countn-
mat t e r s . Sir Roger made several inquiries 
concerning t h e club, and par t icular ly of tys 
old antagonist Sir A n d r e w Freepor t . H e 
asked m'e wi th a k ind smile, w h e t h e r Sir 
Andrew h a d not t aken the advantage of h i s 
absence, to vent among t h e m w m e of h w 
republican doctrines; but soon af te r , ga the r -
ine u p his countenance into a more than 
n ia inary seriousness, - T e l l m e truly, says 
h e ' d o vou not th ink Sir A n d r e w had a 
hand in the Pope ' s processions'—But wi th-
out triving roe t ime to answer h im, NVell, 
w e l V savs he , ' I know you a re a war>-
man , and do not care to ta lk ot publ ic 
m a t t e r s . ' , . m a 

T h e kn igh t then asked m e , if I h a d seen 
P r ince Eugenio, and made m e promise to 
ee t h im a s tand in some convenient p lace 
w h e r e h e might have a full view of t ha t 
ex t raord inarv man , whose presence did w 
m u c h honour to t h e British nation. H e 
dwel t verv long on t h e praises of this grea t 
general , and I 'found t ha t since I was wi th 
h im in the countrv, h e h a d d rawn many 
observations together , out of h i s reading m 
B a k e r ' s Chi-onicle, and o ther authors, who 

t T m t g a i n s l Dccasiuoal con fo ru j i i j . 
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always lie in his Hall window, which very 
mvicli rediiund to the honour of this prince. 

Having passed away the greatest part of 
the moniins in hearing the knight's reflec-
tions, which were partly private and partly 
political, he asked me' i f I would smoke a 
pipe with him over a dish of coffee at 
Sq^uires's? As I love the old man, I take 
ddight in complying with every thin^ that 
is agreeable to him, and accordingly waited 
on him to the coffee-house, where his vener-
able figure drew upon us the eyes of the 
whole room. He had no sooner seated him-
self at the upper end of the high table, but 
he called for a clean pipe, a paper of to-
bacco, a dish of coffee, a wax-candle, and 
the Supplement,* with such an air of cheer-
fulness and good-humour, that all the boys 
in the coffee-room {who seemed to t a t e 
pleasure in serving him) were at once em-
ployed on his several errands, insomuch 
that nobody else could come at a dish of 
tea, until the knight had got all his con-
veniences about him. L. 

No. 270.] Wednesday, January 9, i r i l - 1 2 . 
D i K i e e n i m citins. ntf^niini tQue l ibenTius iUud, 
a u o d q u i t det i i le t , qus i t i quod p r o b i l 

M>r. Ep . I. L i b . 2. 2d2. 
F o r w h a t ' s der ided bv t h e c p n m r i n K c r o w d , 
Ifl t l t ough t o n m o r e i b a n w h a t is j u s t s n d cood . 

Lrydn. 
T l x r e a IDRI in m a n n o poTPer can l&me, 
Of loudly p i i b l i sb ine hi* n^iehboFir ' s r h a m o ; 
O n <'aele 's w i o f s InvidiouB f i c a n d i l s fly. 
W b i l e v i r t u o u s d c i i o i u a r e b u t bou t , a n d d ie . 

E.l^OrH. 
S ^ n e r w e l e a r n , a n d s e l d o m e r f i r g e t . 
W i a t c r i t i e t scorn , t h a n w h a t t hey ( l i tMf r a r e . 

H i / k u ' t L a i m , vol i i . p. 122. 

I DO not know that I have been in greater 
deligbt for these many years, than in be-
holding the boxes at the play the last time 
the Scornful Ladyf was acteii. So great an 
^sembly of ladies placed in gradual rows 
in all the ornaments of jewels, silks, and 
colours, gave so lively and gay an impres-
sion to the heart, that methought the sea-
son of the year was vanished, and I did not 
think it an ill expression of a young fellow 
who stood near me, tha t called the boxes 
those •be<ls of tulips.' It was a pretty 
variation of the prospect, when any one o? 
those fine ladies rose up and did honour to 
herself and friend at a distance, by courtesy-
ing, and gave opportunity to that friend to 
show her charms to the same advantage in 
retuniing the salutation, Here that action 
is as proper and graceful as it is at church 
unbecoming and impertinent. By the wav 
I must take the liberty to observe, that 1 
did not see any one who is usually so full of 
civilitics at church, offer anv such inde-
corum during any part of the action of the 

play. Such beatrtiful prospects j^Iadden our 
minds, and when considered m general, 
give innocent and pleasing ideas. He that 
dwells upon any one object of beauty may 
fix his imagination to his disf]uiet; but the 
contemplation of a whole assembly together 
is a detencc against the incroachment of 
desire. At least to me, who have taken 
pains to look at beauty abstracted from the 
consideration of its being the object of de-
sire; at power, only as it sits upon another, 
without any hopes of partaking any share 
of it; at wisdom and capacity, without any 
>n'tcnsionsto rival or envy its acquisitions, 
say to me, who am really free from form-

ing "any hopes by beholding the persons of 
beautiful women, or warming mvself into 
ambition from the successes of other men, 
this world is not only a mere scene, but a 
very pleasant one. Did mankind but know 
the freedom which there is in keeping thus 
aloof from the world, I should have more 
imitators, than the powerfullest man in the 
nation has followers. To be no man's rival 
in love, or competitor in business, is a cha-
racter which, i it docs not recommend ycu 
as it ought to benevolence among those 
whom you live with, yet has it certainly 
this effect, that you do not stand so much 
in need of their approbation, as ycu would 
if you aimed at it more, in setting your heart 
on the same things which the generality 
doat on. By this means, and with this easy 
philosophy, I am never less at a play than 
when I am at the theatre; but indeed I am 
seldom so well pleased with action as in 
that place; for most men follow nature no 
longer than while they are in their night-
gowns, and all the busy par t of the day are 
in characters which they neither become, 
nor act in with pleasure to themselves or 
their beholders. But to return to my ladies: 
I was verv well pleased to see so great a 
crowd of them assembled at a play, wherein 
the heroine, as the phrase is, is so just a 
picture of the vanity of the sex in torment-
ing t h d r admirers. T h e lady who pines for 
the man whom she treats with so much im-
pertinence and inconstancy, is drawn with 
much art and humour. He r resolutions to 
be extremely civil, but her vanity arising 
iust at the instant she resolved to express 
(lerself kindly, are described as by one who 
had studied the sex. But when my admira-
tion is fixed upon this excellent character, 
and two or three others in the play, I must 
confess I was moved, with the utmost in-
dignation, at the trivial, senseless, and un-
natural representation of the chaplain. I t 
is jxDssibie there may be a pedant in holy 
orders, and we have seen one or two oS 
them in the world: but such a driveller as 
Sir Roger, J so bereft of all manner of pride, 
which is the characteristic of a pedant, is 
what one would not believe could come into 

* A per iodica l psfk^r. ' j '/Tip Tit)« o f S f w a s ancieT>IIyffiven t o pvery d o m e s , 
t A compdy by Rea i imnn t a n d F l e l c f y r I t Mid (ic c l i n p l s i n . I l i> nu rp r l s i ne lo o h w r v o h n w mucb baa 

t h a t t h e r h a r f l c t » r of V e l l u m in Adrtisr>ns T)rtiminer is be«n w r i i t n n on i h i s "iibiect tpv s o m o of ttiu comim^nia-
foriued u p o n t h a t of Sovi) i n llU4 t ' i»r - , l o r s o o S b s k s p p o r e . Sc« t h e M e r r y W i v e s o n V i n d s o i - -

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



fl>c head of the same man who drew the 
rest f>f the play. T h e meeting between 
Welfnrd and him shows a wretch without 
any notion nf the dignity of his function; and 
it is nut of all common sense that he should 
give an account of h imse l f ' as M\e sent four 
or five miles in a morning, on foot, for eggs.' 
It is not to be denied, but this part, and that 
of the mwd, whom he msikes love to, are 
excellently well performed; but a thine 
which is blameaWe in itself, grows still 
more so by the success in the execution of 
it. I t is so mean a thing to gratify a loose 
age with a scandalous representation of 
what is reputable among men, not to say 
•what is sacred, that no beauty, no excel-
lence in an author ought to atone for it; nay, 
such excellence is an aggravation of his 
guilt, and an a rmment tlmt he errs aganst 
the conviction of his own understanding and 
conscience. W i t should be tlied by this 
rule, and an audience should rise ag^ns t 
such a scene as throws down the reputation 
of any thing which the consideration of re-
ligion or deccncy should preserve from con-
t e m p t But all this evil arises from this one 
corruption of mind, that makes men resent 
offences ag^nst their virtue, less than those 
against their understanding- An author 
shall write as if he thought there was not 
one man of honour or woman of chastity in 
the house, and come off with applause: for 
an insult upon all the ten conimandments 
with the Uttle critics is not so bad as the 
breach of a unity of time and place. Half 
wits do not apprehend the miseries that 

No. 271.] Thursday, January 10, 1711-12. 

Mine trahena varica adverao solo " i l t i r o . 
Firg. i». Tfll. 

Urawinff a thousand colours from tZin l icht . 
) Dr j t ie i i . 

1 RECF.ivB a double advantage from the 
letters of my correspondents; first, as they 
show me which of my papers are most ac-
ceptable to them: and in the next place, 
as they furnish me with materials for new 
speculations. Sometimes indeed I do net 
make use of the letter itself, but form the 
hints of it into plans of my own invention; 
sometimes I take the liberty to change the 
language or thought into my own way of 
speaking and thinking, and i w a y s (if it can 
be done without prejudice to the sense) 
omit the many compliments and applauses 
which are usually bestowed upon me. 

Besides the two advantages above men-
tioned, which 1 receive from the letters 
that are sent me, they give me an oppor-
tunity of lengthening out my paper by the 
skilful management of the subscribing part 
at the end of them, which perhaps docs 
not a litde conduce to the ease, both of my-
self and reader. 

Some will have it, that I often write to my-
self, and am the ordy punctual correspond-
ent I have. This objection would indeed 
be material, were the letters 1 communi-
cate to the public stuffed with my own 
commendations; and if instead of endea-
vouring to divert and instruct my renders, 
I admired in them the beauty cn my own wits ao not apprenena tne m.scne . u .a i rf^rmances. But I shaU leaVe t h e ^ wise 

must neccssanV flow from a degeneracy ^n^^cturers to their own imaginations, and 
produce the three following letters for the 
entertainment of the day. 

'SIR,—I was last Thursday in an assem-
bly of ladies, where there were thirteen dif-
ferent coloured hoods. Your Spectator of 

manners; nor do they know that order is 
the support of society. Sir Roger and his 
mistress are monsters of the poet's own 
forming; the sentiments in both of them are 
such as do not arise in fools of their educa-
tion. W e all know that a silly scholar, 

gance is always founded upon particular 
notions of distinction in his own head, ac-
companied with a pedantic scorn of all for-

verse at the end of it. I must confess I was 
a Uttle startled at its popping upon me so 
unexpectedly. However, I covered my 

tune and pre-eminence, when compared ' confusion as well as I could, and after hav-
with his knowledge and learning. T h i s ' ing muttered two or three hard words to 
very one character of Sir Roger, as silly as myself, laughed heartil;?^ and^ cned " " 
it really is, has done more towards the dis-
paragement of holy orders, and consequently 
of virtue itself, than all the wit of that au-
thor, or any other, could make up for in the 
conduct of the longest life after i t I do not 
pretend in saying this, to give myself airs 
of more virtue than my neighbours, but 
assert it from the principles by which man-
kind must always be governed. Sallies of 
imagination are to be overlooked, when they 
arc committed out of warmth in the recom-
mendation of what is praise-worthy; but a 
dcMberate advancing of vice, with all the 
wit in the world, is as ill an action as any 
that comes before the magistrate, and ought 
to be received as such by the people. 

very good jest, fa i th ." T h e ladies desired 
me to explain it to them; but I begged their 
)ardon for that, and told them, that if it 
lad been proper for them to hear, they 

might be sure the author would not have 
wrapped it up in Greek. I then let drop 
several expressions, as if there was some-
thing in it that was not fit to be spoken be-
fore a company of ladies. Upon which the 
matron of the assembly, who was dressed 
in a cherry-coloured hood, commended the 
discretion of the writer for having thrown 
his filthy thoughts into Greek, which was 
likely to corrupt but few of his readers. 
A t the same time she declared herself very 
well pleased that he had not given a deci-
dve opinion upon the new-fashioned hoods; 
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" f o r to tell ynu t r u l y , " says she, " I was 
afraid h e would have made us ashamed to 
show nur heads . " Now, sir, you must know 
since this unlucky a c d d c n t happened to 
m e in a company of ladies, amnng whom 
1 passed for a most ingenious man, I have 
consulted one who is well v e r s t d in tlie 
CJreek language, and h e assures m e upon 
his word , tha t your late quotation means 
no more than tf iat " m a n n e r s , not dress, 
a r e the ornaments of a w o m a n . " If this 
comes to the knowledge of m y female ad-
mirers , I shall be ve ry ha rd p u t to it to 
br ing mvself ofFhandsomely. In the mean 
while, I give you th i s account, t ha t you 
m a y tiike ca r e he rea f t e r not to be t ray anv 
of your wel l-wishers into t h e l ike mcon-
vcnicnces. I t is in t h e number of these 
t ha t I beg leave to subscribe myself, 

' T O M T R I P P I T . ' 

' M B . SPECTATOR,—Your readers a re so 
well pleased wi th t h e cha rac te r of Sir 
Roge r de Coverley, t ha t t h e r e appea red a 
sensible joy in eve ry coffee-house, upon 
hear ing t h e old knight was come to town. 
I a m now wi th a kno t of his admirers , 
w h o m a k e it their joint request to vou, 
t h a t you would p v e us publ ic notice of the 
window or balcony w h e r e t h e k n i e h t in-
tends to m a k e his appearance . H e has 
a l ready given grea t satisfaction to several 
w h o have seen him at Squires 's coffee-house. 
If you th ink fit to p lace your short face at 
Sir Roger ' s left elbow, w e shall t ake the 
h in t and grateful ly acknowledge so great 
a favour. I a m , sir, your most devoted 
humble servant , C. D . ' 

•SIR,—Knowing t ha t YMI a re ve ry in-
quisitive a f t e r every th ing tha t is curious 
in nature , I will wait on you if yeu please 
in t h e dusk of t h e evening, with ray show 
upon niy back , which I c a r ry aboiit with 
m e in a box, as only consisting of a man , 
woman, and horse.* T h e two first a re 
marr ied , in which state t h e little cavalier 
ha s so well acquit ted liimself, t ha t his lady 
is with child. T>ie b i ^ b e l l i ^ woman a i i i 
h e r husband, with the i r whimsical palfrey, 
a r e so very l ight , t ha t w h e n they a r e put 
t o g « h e r in a scale, an ordinary man mav • 
weigh down t h e whole family. T h e little , 
man is a bul ly in his n a t u r e ; "but w h e n he . 
RTOws choleric I confine h im to his box un-
til his w r a t h is over , by which means I have 
h i ther to prevented h i m f rom doing mis-
chief. HIS horse is l ikewise ve ry vicious, 
for which reason I a m forced to tie h im 
d o s e t o h i s m a n g e r w i t h a pack th read . T h e 
woman is a coquette. She s t in t s as much 
as it is possible for a lady of two feet h igh , 
and would ruin m e in silks, were not ^ e 
quanti ty t h a t ^ s to a large pincushion 
sufficient to m a i e h e r a gown and pett icoat. 
She told m e t h e other day, t ha t she heard 

* About the t ime tb i i paper jnblishcd. t>)er« 
w t n ezbtbiied in Loniion, two d w a r f i (a m a n and bi i 
wife) aad i boree of a rtty d imiau l ive size. 

t h e ladies wore coloured hoods, a n d o n l f r e d 
m e to get h e r one of the finest blue. I am 
forced to comply with h e r demands whilst 
she is in h e r present cfflidition, being v e r r 
willing to have more of t h e same breed. 1 
do not know w h a t she m w produce me, 
but provided it be a show I snail be very 
well satisfied. Snch novelties should not, 
I th ink, be concealed from the British Spec-
t a t o r ; for which reason I hope you will ex -
cuse the presumption in your most dutiful , 
most obedient, and most humble servant, 

L . ' S . T . ' 

No. 2 r 3 . ] Friday, Januaryini-l2. 
-LODpa est injucia, longs 

A m i u g e a - ; H r y . JEn. i. S45. 
Great la tlxt in jury , and long tbe tale. 

' MR. SPKCTATOR,—The occasion of 
this le t ter is of so grea t impor tance , and 
t h e ci rcumstances rf it such, t ha t I know 
you will but th ink it just to insert it , in 
p re fe rence to all o ther m a t t e r s tha t can rresent themselves t o your consideration. 

need not, a f t e r I have smd this, tell you 
t ha t I a m in love. T h e circumstances of m v 
passion I shall let you unders tand as weil 
as a disordered mind will admit . " T h a t 
curscd p ick- thank , Mrs . J a n e ! " Alas, I 
a m railing at one to you by h e r name, as 
famil iar ly as if you were acquainted w i th 
h e r as well as myself: but I will tell yon 
all, as fast as t h e a l ternate interruptions of 
love and anger will give m e leave. T h e r e 
is t h e most agreeable young woman in t h e 
wor ld whom l a m pa.*sionately in love with, 
and f rom w h o m I have ft r some space of 
time received as grea t m a r k s of favour as 
were fit for h e r to give, o r m e to desire. 
T h e successful progress of t h e affair , of all 
o thers the most essential towards a man ' s 
hapjriness, gave a new life and spirit net 
only to my behaviour and discourse, but 
also a certain grace t o all m y actions in t h e 
commerce of life, in all th ings however r e -
mote f rom love. You know the p redomi-
nant passion spreads itself through all a 
man ' s transactions, and exal ts or depresses 
h im according t o t h e na ture of such a pas-
sion. But, alas! I have not y e t begun m y 
story, and w h a t is m a k i n g sentences aii<l 
observations w h e n a man is pleading for 
his life.' T o begin, then. T h i s lady has 
con-espcnded wi th m e under t h e names of 
love; she my Belinda, I h e r Cleanthes. 
T h o u g h I am thus well got into the account 
of m y affair, I caimot keep in t h e thread of 
it so m u c h as to give you t h e cha rac te r of 
Mrs . Jane, whom I will not h ide under a 
borrowed name ; hut let you know, t h a t 
this c rea ture ha s been since I knew h e r , 
ve iy handsome (though I will not allow 
h e r even " s h e h a s been " for the fu tu re , ) 
and dur ing thu t ime of h e r bloom ana 
beauty , was so p-eat a ty ran t to h e r lovers, 
so overvalued herself and underra ted all 
h e r pre tenders , tha t they have deser ted 
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h e r t o a man; and she knows no comfort 
but that common one to all in her condition, 
the pleasure of intemipting the amours 
of others. I t is impossi l)le out you must 
have seen several of these volunteers in 
maUce, who pass their whole time in the 
most laborious way of life in getting intelli-
gence, running from place to place with 
new whispers, without reaping anv other 
benefit but the hopes of making others as 
unhappy as themselves. Mrs. Jane hap-
penetl to be at a place where I, with many 
others well acquainted with my passion 
for Belinda, passed a Christmas evening. 
There was among the rest, a young lady, 
so free in mirth, so amiable in a just re-
serve that accompanied it; I wron^ her to 
call i ta reserve, but there appeared in her a 
mirth or cheerfulness which was not a for-
bearance of more immoderate joy, b\it the 
natural appearance of all which could flow 
from a mind possessed of a habit of inno-
cence and punty. I must have utterly for-
got Belinda to have taken no notice of one 
who was growing up to the same womanly 
virtues which shine to perfection in her, 
had I not distinguished one who seemed to 
promise to the world the same life and 
conduct with my faithful and lovely Belin-
da. When the company broke up, the fine 
Toung thing permitted' me to take care of 
her home. Mrs. Jane saw my particular 
regard to her, and was informed of my at-
tending her to her father 's house. She 
came eariy to Belinda the next morning, 
and asked her, " If Mr. Such-a-one had 
been with her?" " N o . " " I f M r . Such-a-
one's ladv?" " N o . " " N o r your cousin 
Such-a-one?" " N o . " — " Lord , " says Mrs. 
Jane, " w h a t is the fiicndsliip of women?— 
Nay, they may well laugh at it.—And did 
no one tell you any thing of the behaviour 
of your lover, Mr. What-cl'ye-call, last 
night? But perhaps it is nothing to you 
that he is to M married to young Mrs. 

on Tuesdaynext?" Belinda was here ready 
to die with r<4;e and jealousy- Then Mrs. 
Jane goes on: " I have a young kinsman 
who is a clerk to a great conveyancer, who 
shall show you the rough draught of the 
marriage settlement T h e world says, her 
father gives him two thousand pounds more 
than he could have with you." I went in-
nocently to wait on BelinHa as usual, but 
Was not admitted; I writ to her, but my 
letterwas sentbackunopeneti. PoorBetty, 
her maid, who is on my side, has been 
here just now blubbering, and told me the 
whole matter. She says she did not think 
1 could be so base; and tha t she is now 
so odious to her mistress for having so 
often spoke w ^ of me, tha t she dare not 
mention me more. All our hopes are 
plac«i in having these circumstances fairly 
represented in the Spectator, which Betty 
says she dare not but bring up as soon as it 
is brought in; and has promised when you 
have broke the ice to own this was laid 
between us, and when I can come to a 

50 

hearing, the yoirag lady will support what 
we say by her testimony, that I never saw 
her but that once in my whole life. Dear 
sir, do not omit this true relation, nnr think it 
too particular; for there arc crowds of for-
lorn coquettes who intermingle themselves 
with our ladies, and contract familiarities 
out of malice, and with no other design 
but to blast the hopes of lovers, the expec-
tation of parents, and the benevolcnce of 
kindred. I doubt not but I shall be, sir, 
your most obliged humble servant. 

' C L E A N T H E S . ' 
•Will 'sCoffee-house, Jan. 10. 

' S i r , — T h e other day entering a n)om 
adorned with the fair sex, I offered, af-
ter the usual manner, to each of them a 
kiss; but one, more scornful than the rest, 
turned her cheek. I did not think it proper 
to take any notice of it until I had asked 
vour advice. Vour humble servant, 

' E . S. ' 
T h e correspondent is desired to say 

which cheek the offender turned to him. 
A D V E R T I S E M E N T . 

From the Parish-vestry, Jan. 9. 
• . \ l l ladies who come to church in the 

new-fashioned hoods, arc desired to be 
there beforedivine service begins, lest they 
divert the attention of the congrcsatinn. 

T . ' R A L P H . ' 

No. 273.] Samrday, January 12, 1711-12. 
Noiand i s u n t t ibi morei-

n<rr. An fwf , T. 15G 
Note weU I be manne r s . 

HAVING examined the action of Paradise 
Lost, let us in the next place consider the 
actors. This is Aristotle's method of con-
sidering, first the fable, and secondly the 
manners; or, as we generally call them in 
English, the fable and the characters. 

Homer has excelled all the heroic p w t s 
that ever wrote in the multitude and variety 
of his characters. Every god that is ad-
mitted into his poem, acts a par t which 
woxUd have been suitable to no other deity. 
His princes are as much distinguished 6y 
their manners, as bv their dominions; and 
even those among them, whose characters 
seem wholly made up of courage, differ 
from one another as to the particular kinds 
of courage in which they exccl. In short 
there is scarce a speech or action in the 
Iliad, which the reader may not ascribe to 
the person who speaks or acts, without see-
ing his name at the head of it. 

Homer does not only outshine all other 
poets in the varietv. biit also in the novelty 
ofhischaracters. Hehasintroducedamong 
his Gredan princesaperson who had lived 
t'hrice the age of man, and conversed with 
Theseus, Hercules, Polyphemus, and the 
first race of heroes. His principal actor is 
the son of a goddess, not to mention the off-
spring of other deities, whohave likewise a 
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place in his poems, and the venerable T n > 
lan princc, who was the fa ther of so many 
t ings and heroes. T h e r e is in these seve-
ral characters of Homer , a certain dignity 
as well as novelty, which adapts them in a 
more peculiar manner to the nature nf an 
heroic poem. Though, at the same time, 
to give them the greater variety, he has 
described a Vulcan, that is a buffoon, among 
his gods, and a Thers i tes among his 
mortals. 

Virgil falls infinitely short of Homer in 
the characters of his ^oem, both as to their 
variety and novelty, ^ n e a s i s indeed a per-
fect cJiaracter; but as for Achates, though 
he is styled the hero's friend, he docs nothing 
in the whole |>oem which may deserv e that 
title. Gyas, Mnestheus, Sergestus, and 
Cloanthus, are all of them men of thesame 
stamp and charactcr : 

^ P o r l c m q u e G j a o , fbn«Diqu€ C l o t n t b u i n . 

T h e r e are, indeed, several natural inci-
dents in the part of Ascanius; and that of 
Dido csnnot be sufficiently admired. I do not 
see any t h i n j new or particular in Tunius . 
Palla-s and Rvander a re remote cnpies cf 
Hcctor and Pr iam, ns Lausus and Mezen-
tius are almtet parallels to Pallas and 
Evander. T h e charactcrs of Nisus and 
Eur) alus arc beautiful, but common. W e 
must not forget the parts of Sinon, Ca-
milla, and some few otncrs, which arc fine 
improvements on the Greek, poet. In short, 
there is neither that variety nor novelty 
in the persons of the ^ n e i d , which we 
meet with in those of the Iliad. 

If we look into the cliaracters of Miltcn, 
we shall find that he has introduced all the 
variety his fable was capable of receiving. 
T h e whole species of mankind was in two 
persons at the t ime to which the subject 
'•( his poem is confined. W e have, however, 
four distinct characters in these two per-
sons. W e see man and woman in the 
highest innocence and perfection, and in 
the most abject state of guilt and infirmity. 
T h e two last characters are, indeed, very 
common and obvious, biit the two first are 
not only more magnificent, but more new 
than any characters either in Virgit or 
Hnmer, or indeed in the whole circle of 
nature. 

Milt'T) was so sensible cf this defect in 
the subject of his poem, and nf the few 
characters it would afford him, that he has 
brought into it two actors of a shadowy and 
fictitious natiire, in the persons of Sin and 
Death, by which means he has wrought 
into the body of his fable a very beautiful 
and well-invented allegory. But notwith-
standing the fineness of this aLegory may 
atone for it in some measure, I cannot think 
that persons of such a chimerical existence 
are proper actors in an epic poem; bccause 
there is not that measure of probability 
annexed to them, which is requisite in 
w r i t i n p of this kind as I shall show more 
at large hereafter. 

Virgil has indeed admitted Fame as an 
actress in the iEneid, but the par t slie acts 
is very short, and none of the most admired 
circuiiifttajices in that divine wcrk. W o 
find in mock-heroic poems, particularly in 
the Dispensary, and t h e I..utrin, several 
allegorical persons of thisnature, which are 
very beautifiU in those compositions, and 
may perhaps be used as an a r g u m p t , t ha t 
the authors of them were of opinion such 
characters might have a place in an epic 
work. Fur my own p a r t i should be glad 
the reader would think so, for the sake of 
the poem I am now examining: and must 
fur ther add, that if such empty unsubstan-
tial beings may be ever made use of on 
this occasion, never were any more nicely 
imagined, and employed in more proper 
actions, than those of which I am now 
speaking. 

Another principal actor in this poem is 
the great enemy of mankind. T h e par t of 
Ulysses in Homer ' s Odyssey is v e ^ much 
admired by Aristotle, as perplexing tha t 
fable with very agreeable plots and intrica-
cics, not only by the many adventures in 
his voyage, and the subtdty of his be-
haviour, b u t by the various concealments 
and discoveries of his person in several 
par ts of that poem. But the crafty b«ang I 
have now mentioned makes a much longer 
voyage than Ulysses, puts in practice majiy 
more wiles and stratagems, and hides h im-
sdf under a greater variety of shapes and 
appearances, all of which are s e v e ^ l y de-
tected to the great delight and surprise of 
the reader. 

W e may likewise observe with how much 
art the poet has varied several characters 
of the persons that speak in his infernal 
assembly. O n the contrary, how has he 
represented the whole G o ^ e a d exerting 
itself towards man in its full benevolence 
under the threefolddistinctionof a Creator , 
a Redeemer, and a Comforter! 

Nor must we omit the person of Raphael , 
who amidst his tenderness and friendship 
for man, shows such a dignity and conde-
scension in all his speech and behaviour as 
are suitable to a s u ^ r i o r nature. T h e an-
gels are indeed as much diversified in Mil-
ton, and distinguished by their proprer parts, 
as the gods are in Homer or v i r ^ . T h e 
reader will find nothing ascribed to Uriel , 
Gabriel, Michael, or Raphael , which is not 
in a particular manner suitable to their 
respective characters.* 

T h e r e is another circumstance in the 
principal actors of the Iliad and .ffineid, 
which gives a peculiar beauty to those two 
poems, and was therefore contrived with 
ver j ' great judgment I mean the authors 
having chosen for their heroes, persons who 
were so nearly related to the people for 
whom they wrote. Achilles was a Greek , 
and iEneas the rcmcte founder of Rome. 

* T l w t w o l a s t K a t e n c f B a r e n o t i a (be o r i g i a a t 
foUo p s p c r . 
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By this means their countrjmen (whom 
they princlpilly propose to tlicmsdvcs for 
their readers) were pirticularly attentive 
to all tlie p a n s of their stnry, and sj-mpa-
thlzed with their heroes in all their ad-
ventures. A Roman could not but rejoice 
in the escapes, successes, and victories of 
jEncas, and be grieved at any defoats, mis-
fortunes, or disappointments that befel him; 
as a Greek must have had the same re-
gard for Achilles. And it is plain, tliat 
each of those poems have lost this great 
advantage, among those readei-s to whcm 
their heroes are as strangers, or indifferent 
persons. 

Milton's pnem is admirable in this re-
spect, since it is impossible for any of its 
readers, whatever nation, country, or pco-

parts of Milton's poem; and hope that 
what I shall there advaiicc, as well as what 
I have already written, will not only serve 
as a comment upon Milton, but upon Aris-
totle. L. 

N a 2 7 4 . ] Monday, January 1 4 , i r i l - 1 2 . 

Audiw w t openp prei iam, procedere recte 
duii;cKecbt» bod vu l t i i 

/for, S a t . i i . Lib. 1.37. 

All f o u , n-holWnti I he city ne'er can thr ive 
Till every cuctolJ miKer 's finy'd «live, 
A iwnd . f f -

I HAVE upon several occaaons {that have 
occurred since I first took into mv thoughts 
the present state of fnnication) weigned 

• uauc.., wn^vevcr ucu., , , v. with mys^f in behalf of p^ l ty females the 
Die he may belong to, not to be related to impulses of ftesh and blood, tc>sether with 
li. y t _ .1 : 1 I tinrl callflntnps t-i crartv men: arfl the iJersons who Ire the principal actors in the arts and gallantries t-f crafty men, a rd 
it; but what is still infinitely more to its ad- reflect with some scorn that most part ot 
vantage, the principal actors in this poem | what we in our vouth think gay and l ^ i t e , 

n S rnlv n»r h.it m r reore- 1 is nothing else hut a habit of indulging a 

utmost happiness is concemcd, and lies at 
stake in all their behaviour. 

I shall subjoin as a corollary to the fore-
going rcmar. 

are not onlv our piwenitors, but cur repre- i IS nothing else But 
sentatives." W e have an actual interest in ] pruriency that wav. It w i l i e s t some la-
every thins they do, and no less than our , hour to bring people to so lively a ^ n M ol > • -- J —J i : — ' ' t h i s , as to recover the manly modesty in 

the behaviour of my men readers, and the 
nun.i . . av^ruua.y u, v u c . . . . - bashful grace in the faces of my women; 
4 , an admirable observation but in all eases which come into debate. 

- there are certain things previously to Qe 
done before we can have a true light into 
the subject matter : therefore it will, ui the 
first place, be necessary t " consKler the 
impotent wcnchers and industnous hags, 
who are supplied with, and are ccnstantlv 
supplying, new sacrifices to the devil t.f 
lust. 'You are to know, then, if ycu arc so 

out of Aristotle, which has been very much 
misrepresented, in the quotations of some 
modem critics; * If a man of perfect and 
consummate virtue fallsintoamisfortune, it 
raises our pity, but not our terror, because 
we do not fear that it may be our own case, 
wlio do not resemble the suffering person.' 
But, as that great philosopher a d d s , ' i f we, , 
see a man of virtue mixed with infirmities, happy as not to know it already, tha the 
fall into any misfortune, it does not only great havock which is made in tlie habiia-
raise cur pity but our terror; bccause we tions of beauty and innocence, is ccmmittea 
are a f r ^ d that the like misfortunes m a y ' by such as can only lay waste and net en-
happen to ourselves, who resemble the joy the soil. V^^^en vou observe the pre-
chai-dcter of the suffering person. ' ; sent state of vice and virtue, the cHendcrs 

1 shall take another opportunltr to ob- are such as one would thinfc should Have no 
serve that a person of an absolute ^ d con- ' impulse to what they are pursuing; as m 
summate virtue should never be introduced, buaness, you see sornctimes fools p r ^ e n a 
in tragedy, and shall only remark in this to be knaves, so m pleasure, yru will hud O , . .. i. ... ^e old men set up for wenchei-s. Ih i s latter place, ' that the foregoing observation of 
Aristotle, though it m a y b e true in other 
occasions, decs not hold in this; because in 
(he present case, though the persons who 
fall into misfortune are of the most perfect 
and consummate virtue, it is not to be con-
sidered as what may possibly be, but what 
actually is our own case; since we are em-
barked with them on the same bottom, and 
must be partakers of their happiness or 
misery. 

In thiJi, and sfme ether very few in-
stances, Aristotle's rules for epic poetry 
(which he had drawn from liis reflections 
upon Homer) cannot be supposed to quad-
rate exactly with the hen-ic poems which 
have been made since his t ime; since it 
is plain his i-ules winild still iiave been 
more perfect, could he have perused the 
i^ineid, which was made some hundred 
years after his death. 

In my next, 1 shall go through other 

sort of men arc the great basis and fund of 
iniouitv in the kind we are speaking of; you 
shall have aa old rich man often receive 
scrawls from the s eve r J quarters of the 
town, with descriptions of the new wares 
ill their hands, if he will please to send 
word when he will be waited on, I h i s u i -
tcrview is c<intrived, and the inncccnt is 
brought to such indeccncies as fit'ni time 
to time banish shame and raise desire. 
W i t h these pi-cparalives the hags bi-eak 
their wards hv little and little, until thev 
are brcueht to Irse all apprehensions of 
wiiat shall befal them in t ic p sscssion cf 
younger r-ien. It is a coir.mnn postscriptct 
a hag to a young fellow whrni she invites 
to a new woman, ' She has, I assui-e ycu, 
seen none but f id Mr. Such-a-niic." I t 
plenscs the old fell 'w that the nvmph is 
brcught to him unadnmtil, ar.d frcm his 
boiuity she is accoiniiiodated witii en^̂ -ugh to 
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(Iressher for other lovers. This is the most 
ordinary iDcthocl of bringing beautv and 
I W f r t y into the possession of the town; but 
the particular cases of kind keepers, skilful 
pimps, and all others who drive a separate 
trade, and are not in the general society or 
commerce of sin, will require distinct con-
sideration. A t the same time that we are 
thus severe en the abandoned, we are to 
represent the r.ase of others with that 
mitigation as the circumstances demand. 
Calling namesdoesnogood; to speak worse 
of any thing than it deserves, does only 
take off from the credit of the accuscr, and 
has implicitly the force of an apnloRv in the 
behalf of the person accused. W e shall, 
therefore, accordini; as the circumstances 
diiFer, vary our appellntions of these crimi-
nals: those'who offend only against them-
selves, and are not scandals to society, hut 
out of deference to the sober part ^ the 
wrrld, have so much good left in them as 
to be ashamed, must not be h'lddled in the 
common word due to the worst of women; 
but regard is to be had to their circum-
stances wheti thev fell, to the uneasy per-
plexity under which they lived under sense-
less and severe parents; to the importunity 
frf poverty; to the violenceof a ptissionin its 
beginning well grounded, and all other al-
leviations which make wnhai)py women 
resign the characteristic of their sex, mo-
desty. T o do otherwise than this, would 
be to act like a pedantic Stoic, who thinks 
all crimes alike, and not like an impartial 
Spectator, who looks \iprsi them with all 
the cirrumstances that-diminish or enhance 
the guilt. I am in hopes, if this subject be 
well piirsucd. women wiTl hereafter from 
their i.ifancy be ti^ated with an eye to their 
future state in the world; and not havelheir 
tempers made too untractable from an im-
proper sourness, or pride, or too complying 
from familiarity or forwardness contracted 
at their own houses. After these hints on 
this suhject, I shall end this paper with the 
following gemiine letter; and desire all who 
think they may be concerned in future 
speculations on this svibject, to send in what 
theT have to sav for themselves for some 
incidents in their lives, in order to have 
proper allowances made for their conduct. 

' Jan. 5, i r i l - 12 . 
' MR. SPP.CTATOR,—The subject of your 

yestcrdav's paper, is of so great import-
ance, and the thorough handling of it raav 
be so very useful to the preservation of 
irianv an innocent young creature, that I 
think everv one is obliged funiish vou 
with what lights he can to expose the per-
nicious arts and practices of those unnatural 
women called hawds. In order to this, the 
enclosed is sent to you, which is verbatim 
the o^py of a letter written bv a bawd of 
figure in this town to a noble lord. I have 
concealed the names of br th, mv intentim 
being not to expose the persons but the 
tiling. J am, sir, your bumble servant.' 

' MT LORD,—I having a great esteem for 
your honour, and a better opinion of you 
than of any of the qnalitv, makes me ac-
qufunt you of an affair that 1 hope will 
oblige you to know. I have a niece that 
came to town about a fortnight ago. Her 
parents being lately dead, she came to me 
expecting to have found me in so good a 
condition as to set her up in a milliner's 
shop. Her father gave fourscore pound 
with her for five vears: h e r time is out, 
and she is not sixteen: as pretty a black 
gentlewoman as ever you saw; a little 
woman, which I know your lordship likes; 
well shaped, and as fine a complexion for 
red and white as ever I saw; Idoubt notbut 
vour lordship will be of the same opinion. 
She designs tn go down about a month 
hence, except I can provide for her, which 
I cannot at present. He r father was cine 
with whom all he had died with him, so 
there is four children left destitute: so if 
vour lordship thinks proper to make an ap-
pointment where I shall wait on you with 
my niece, by a line or two, I stav for your 
answer; for i have no place fittcci up since 
I left my house, fit to entertain your lionour. 

! I told hcT she should go with me to see a 
gentleman, a ver\- good friend of mine; so 
I desire you to talce notice of m r letter, by 
reason she is ignorant of the ways of the 
town. My l o r ^ I desire if you meet us to 
come alone; for up<»i my word and honour 
vou are the fii^t that I ever mentioned her 
to. So I remain your lordship's raost hum-
ble serv ant to command. 

' I beg of you to burn it when you've 
read i t . ' T . 

No. 275.] Tuftday, Janvaru 15, nn-n. 
t r i bus A a t i c n i s Cifwt i n s a n a b i l * -

Hor. Art PeeU Y. 330 . 

A Iv^Bd, n o hcHebor? can ca re . 

I WAS yesterday engaged in an assembly 
of virtuosos, where one of them pr">duce^ 
many curiovis observations which he had 
lately made in the anatomy of a human 
bodv. Another of the company cottimuiti-
cated to us several wonderful discoveries 
which he had also made nn the same sub-
ject, by the help of very fine glasses. 

This gave birth to a great variety of un-
cotnmon remarks, and furnished discourse 
for the remaining part of the day. 

T h e different opinions which were started 
on this occasion presented to mv imagina-
tion so manv new ideas, that bv mixing 
with those which w w e already there, thev 
employed mv fancv all the last night, and 
composed a very wild extravagant dream. 

I was invited, methought, to the dissec-
tion of a beau's head, and a corjuette's 
heart, w! .ich were both of them laid on a 
table before HS. An imaginary operator 
opened the first with a great deal of nicety, 
which U]»n a cursory and superficial view, 
appea.rea like the head of another man; 
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but upon applying our glasses to it , we 
made a very odd discover)-, namely, tha t 
w h a t we loolied upon as brains, we re not 
such in reali ty, but a h e a p of strange ma-
terials wound u p in tha t shape and tex ture , 
and p i c k e d together wi th wonderful a r t in 
t h e several cavities of the skull. F o r , as 
H o m e r tells HS, tha t the blood of t h e ^DS 
is not real blood, but only something like 
i t ; so -we found tha t t h e brain of a beau 
was not rea l brain, b u t only something 
l ike i t . , r 

T h e pineal gland, which many ol our 
m o d e m philosophers suppose to be t h e seat 
of the snul, smelt very strong of esscncc 
and orange-flower wa te r , and was encom-
passed with a kind of h o m y substanc«, cut 
into a thousand little faces or mirrors , 
which were iropcrccptible to the naked 
eye, insomuch tha t the soul, if the re had 
been any he re , m u s t h a v e b e e n a lways t aken 
u p in contemplating h e r own beauties. 

W e observ ed a l a rge an t rum or cavity in 
t h e sinciput, t ha t was filled wi th nhands , 
lace, and embrraderv, wrough t together m 
a most curious piece of net-woTk, t h e pa r t s 
of which were likewise impercept ib le to 
t h e r a k e d eye. Another of these a n t m m s 
or cavities was stuffed wi th invisible billet-
doux, love-letters, p r icked dances, and 
o ther t rumper ) -of the same nature. In an-
other w e found a k ind of powder , which set 
the whole company a sneezing, and by the 
scent discovered itself to be n g l i t Spanish. 
T h e several other cells were stored with 
commodities of the same kind, of which it 
would be tedious to give the reader an ex -
act inventory. , . , ^ ' 

T h e r e was a large cavity on e a c h s i d e ot 
the head, which I must not omiL 1 Hat cn 
the right side was filled wi th fictions, flat-
teries, and falsehoods, vows, promises, and 
protestations; t ha t rn t h e lef t wi th oaths 
and impreca t ims . T h e r e issued cut a duct 
f rom each of these cells, which ran into 
tlv: root of the tongue, w h e r e bo th joined 
tneether , and passed fo rward in one com-: 
men duct to the t ip of it. W e d i ^ v ^ r e d : 
several l i t t le roads or canals n innmg f rom 
t h e ear into the brain, and look par t icu la r ; 
care to t race them out through t h e i r scvc-1 
ral p'issages. One of them extended itselt 
to a bundle of sonnets and little musical in-1 
s tniments . O t h e r s ended in scveral b lad- : 
dcrs, which were filled ei ther with wind or 
f rc th . But the l a rge canal entered into a 
great cavitv of the skull , f rom whence 
there went another canal into the t o n ^ e . 
T h i s grea t cavitv was filled with a kind ot 
spimgy substance, which the F r e n c h ana-
tomisU call galimatias, and t h e f .nglish, 
nonsense. ^ , 

T h e skins of the forehead were ext remely 
tough and th ick , and w h a t very m u c h sur-
prised us, had not in t h e m any single blood-
vessel t ha t we were able to discover, either 
with or without our glasses; f r n n w h e r c c 
w e ccnchidyd, tha t t h e par ty when alive 

mus t have been entirely depr ived of t h e 
faculty of blushing. 

T h e osc r ib r i fo rmewasexceedrng lys tu t t -
ed and in some places damaged with snutt. 
W e could not b u t U k e notice in pa r t i cu la r 
of tha t small muscle which is not often dis-
covered in dissections, and d r a w s the nose 
u p w a r d when it expresses the contempt 
which t h e owner of it has , upon seeing any 
t h i n e h e does not l ike, or h e a n n g any thing 
he d « s not understand. 1 need not tell m v 
learned reader , this is t ha t muscle which 
pe r fo rms t h e motion so often ment i raed 
Cv the La t in poets, when they ta^lk of a 
man 's cocking h i s nose, or playing Uie rh i -
noceras. , 

W e did not find any thing ve r j ' r e m a r k -
able in the eve, saving only, tha t the mus-
culi amatorii, or, as we may t ranslate i t 
into English, t h e ogling muscles, we re very 
m u c h Worn and decayed wi th use; whe re -
as, on the contrarv, the elevator, or Uie 
musc lewhich turns the eye tow a r t s heaven, 
did not appear to have been used at all. 

I have only mentioned in this dissection 
such new discoveries as w e were able ^ 
m a k e , and h a v e not t aken any notice <» 
those par t s which ai-e to b e m e t with m 
common heads. A s for t h e skull , the lace, 
and indeed t h e whole outward shape and 
figure of t h e head, w e could not d i s c o v p 
anv difference f rom what w e o b s e r v ^ n 
t h ^ h e a d s o f o t h e r m e n . ^ e w e r e i n f o i ^ 
ed t ha t t h e person to whom th i s head be -
longed, had passed for a man abo^e five 
and th i r tv yea rs : d u n n g which t ime h e t a t 
and d rank l ike o ther people, dressed well, 
t a lked loud, laughed f requent ly , and on 
par t icu lar occasions had acquit ted himself 
tolerably at a bal l or an as.sembly; to which 
one of the companv added t ha t a cer ta in 
knot of ladies took him for a wit. H e was 
cut ofF in the flower of h i s age by t h e blow 
of a paring-shovel, having been surprised 
by an eminent citizcn, as he was t endenng 
some civilities t o h i s wife. 

W h e n w e h a d thoroughly examined th i s 
h e a d with al l its apar tments , and its seve-
ral k inds of furni ture , we put up the brain, 
such as it was. into i ts p rope r place, and 
laid it aside under a broad piece <;f ^ a r l e t 
cloth, in order to be p repa red , and kep t m 
a grea t rcpositr.ry of dissections; our ope-
ra to r teUing us t ha t the preparat ion would 
not b e so difficult as t ha t of another bni in , 
for t ha t he had observ ed several ot the l i t t le lor tiiav iioM .— , .v 
p ipes and tubes which ran through t h e 
bra in were a l readv filled wi th a kind of 
mercur ia l substance, which h e looked upon 
to be t rue quicksilver. 

H e applied himself in the nex t p lace t o 
the coquette 's hea r t , which h e l ikewise 
laid open wi th grea t dexter i ty . T h e r e oc-
curred to us manv par t iculars in this dis-
section: but being 'unwil l ing t o burden m y 
reader ' s memorv tco m u c h , I shall r e s e n ' e 
this subject f o r ' t he speculation of another 
dav. 
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E r m r j nomen v i r t u i pMuj jue ; hnneHt'im. 
H<t'. Sat. iii. Lib. 1.48. 

MisconJucl acrwii'd be&ind a spccioua Dame . 

' M R . SPECTATOR,—I hope you have 
philosophy enough tn be capable of hearing 
t h e mention of vwir faults. Your papers 
which repard the fallen p a n of the fair 
sex, are, I th ink, wri t ten with an indeli-
c'lcy which makes them unworthy to be 
inserted in t h e writ ings of a moralist who 
fcnnws the wrrld, I cannot allow tha t vou 
a re at l iberty to observe upnn t h e actions 
of mankind with t h e f reedom which you 
seem to resolve upon; a t least, if vou do so, 
yrrn should t a k e at OUR with you the distinc-
tion of t h e m a n n e r s of t h e world,according to 
the quality and way of life of t h e persons 
concerned. A man of b r e ^ i n ^ speaks 
of even misfortune among ladies, without 
^ v i n g it the most terr ible aspect it can 
bea r ; and this tenderness towards them is 
much more to be preserved when you speak 
of vices. All mankind are so fa r related, 
th:it c a r e is to be t aken , in things to which 
al l a re liable, you do not mention what 
concerns one in t e rms which shall disgust 
another. T h u s to tell a rich man of the in-
d i ^ n c e of a kinsman of his, or abrupt ly 
t o infotTn a virtuous woman of the lapse of 
one w h o until then was in the same degree 
of esteem with herself , is a k ind of involv-
ing each of them in some part icipation of 
those disadvantages. I t is therefore ex -
pected f rom every wri ter , to t r e a t his a r -
gument in such a manne r as is most p rope r 
to entertain t h e sort of readers to whom nis 
discourse is directed. I t is not necessary 
when you wri te to the tea-table, t ha t you 
should d raw vices which car ry all the hor -
ror of shame and contempt : if you paint an 
impert inent seif-lcve, an ar t ful glance, an 
assumed com))lexion, vou sav all which 
you ought to suppose they can 'be possibly 
^ i l t y of. W h e n you ta lk with this l imita-
tion, you behave yourself so as t l iat you 
may e x p e c t others in conversation may 
second your rai l ler j ' ; b u t when you do it in 
a style which every body else forbears in 
respect to the i r quality, thev have an easy 
remedy in forbearing to read'you, and hea r -
ing no m o r e of the i r faults. A man tha t is 
now and then giiilty of an in temperance is 
not to be called a d r a n k a r d ; but t h e rule of 
polite rail lerv is to speak of a man ' s faults 
as if you loved him. Of this nature is wha t 
was said by C s s a r : when one was railing 
with an uncf-urtly vehemence, and broke 
out with, " ' W h a t must w e call h im who 
was taken in an i n t r i f ^e with another man's 
wife?" C s s a r answered very gravely, " A 
carelcss fe l low." T h i s was at once a re -
pr imand for speaking of a c r ime which in 
those days had not t h e abhorrence attending i 
it as it ought , as well as an int imat im tha t 
all in tempera te beiiaviour before superiors . 
Inses its aim, by accusing in a method u:)fit 
for the audience. A word to the wise. All 

I mean h e r e to say to you is, t l iat the most 
f r e e person of quality can go no f u r t h e r 
than being a kind woman; and you should 
never say of a man of figure worse than 
t ha t he knows the world. I am, sir, your 
most humble servant, 

• F R A N C I S C O U R T L Y . ' 

' M R . SPECTATOR,—I a m a woman of 
unspotted reputat ion, and know nothing I 

; have ever done which should encourage 
such insolence; but here was one tl\e o t h e r 
day, and he was dressed l ike a gentleman 
too, who took the liberty to n a m e the words 
" lusty fel low" in my presence. I doubt 
not but you will resent it in behalf of, sir, 
your humble servant , C E L I A . ' 

' M R . SPF.CTATOR,—You lately put out 
a dreadful pape r , wherein you pr rmise a 
full accmint of the state of criminal love; 
and call all the fa i r who have transgressed 
in tha t kind by one very rude name, which 
I do not care to r epea t : b\it I desire to know 
of you whe the r 1 am or a m not one of those? 
M v case is as follows: I a m kep t by an old 
bachelor who took m e so young tha t I know 
not how h e came by me. H e is a bencher 
of one of t h e inns of cour t , a very gay 
hea l thv old man, which is a very lucky 
th ing for h im; who has been, he tells me, 
a scowerer, a scampere r , a b r eake r of win-
dows, an invader of constables, in the days 
<*f yore, when all dominion ended with tf ie 
day, and males and females me t he l te r 
skel ter , and t h e scowerers drove before 
them i l who pre tended to keep u p order 
or rule to the interruption of love and ho-
nour. T h i s is his way of ta lk , for he is very 
gay when h e visits me ; b u t as his f o rmer 
knowledge of the town has alarmed him 
into an invincible jealousy, h e keeps m e in 
a pair of sl ippers, neat bodice, w t r m pe t t i -
coats, and my own ha i r woven in ringlets, 
a f t e r a manner , he says, h e remembers . I 
a m not mistress of one fa r th ing of money, 
b u t have all necessaries provided f<ir me, 
under the gutrnj of one w h o prfx:ured for 
h im while h e had any desires to g^ratify. I 
know nothing of a wench ' s life, but the re -
putation of i t ; I have a na tura l voice, and 
a p r e t t y un taught s tep in dancing. His 
manne r is to br ing an old fellow who has 
been his servant f rom his ycuth, and is 
^ y - h e a d e d . T h i s man m a t e s on the vio-
lin a certain jiggish noise to which 1 dance; 
and wlien t ha t is over I sing to him some 
loose a j r tha t ha s more wantonness than 
music in it. Vou mus t h a v e seen a s t i^nge 
windowed house near H y d e P a r k , which is 
so built tha t no one can look out of any of 
t h e apar tments ; m y rooms are af ter th i s 
manner , and I never sec man , woman, o r 
child, but in company with the two persons 
above-mentioned. H e sends m e in all the 
books, pamphlets , plavs, operas, and s o n ^ . 
tha t come out; ana his utmost delight in 
me, as a woman, is to t a lk over his old 
amours in my presence, to p lay with m y 
neck, say " the t ime w a s , " give mc a kiss. 
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and bid me be sure to follow the directions 
o f m v ^ a r d i a n , (tlieabnve-mcntionedlady,) 
.uid 1 ihall never want, T h e truth of my 
case i^, 1 suppose, that I was educate<l for 
a purpose he did not know he ihowld be 
unfit for when I came to years. Now, sir, 
what I ask of you as a casuist, is to tell me 
how far, in these circumstances, I am inno-
cent, though submissive: he guilty, though 
imp.'tenl? I am, sir, your constant reader, 

' P U C E L L A . ' 

' To the Man called the Sfiectator. 
'FRIEND,—Forasmuch as at the birth of 

thv labour, thou didst promise upon thy 
word, that letting alone the vanities that 
do abnund, thou wouldest only endeavour 
to straighten the crooked morals of this rur 
Babylon, I gave credit to thy fair speeches 
and a d m i t t ^ one of thy papers, eveiy day 
save Sunday, into mv house, for the edifica-
tion of my daughter Tabitha, and to the end 
that Susanna the wife of my bosom might 
profit thereby. But, alas! my friend, I find 
that thou art a liar, and that the t ruth is 
net in thee; else why didst thou in a paper 
which thn i didst lately put forth, make 
mention of those vain coverings for the 
heads of our females, which thou Invest to 
liken unto tulij)s, and which are lately 
sprung up among us? Nay, why didst thcu 
make mention o^ them in such a seeming, 
as if thou didst approve the invention, in-
somuch that mv daughter Tabi tha begin-
neth to wax wanton, and to lurt after these 
foolish vanides? Surely thou dost see with 
the eves of the flesh. Verily, therefore, 
unless thou dost speedilv amend, and leave 
off following thine own imagijiations, I will 
leave off thee. 

' T h y friend, as hereafter thou dost de-
mean thyself, 

T . ' H E Z E K I A H BROADBRIM. ' 

N a 2 7 7 . ] Thursday, January n.'i.ril-l'i. 
f a j e i t M l b h M i e dncer i . _ . 

0 » i i X a - I J ' - -128. 

E K « i 7 e i D s t r u c t i o n fVoni a n e n e m y . 

I pREsr^iE I need not inform the polite 
part of my readers, that before our cor-
respondence with France was unhappilv 
interrupted bv the war, our ladies had all 
their fashions from thence; which the mil-
liners took care to furnish them with by 
means of a jointed baby, that came regu-
larly over once a month, habited after the 
manner of the most eminent toasts in Paris. 

I am cre^bly informed, that even in the 
hottest time of the war, the sex made seve-
ral e f f t ^ , and raised large contributions 
towards the importation of this wooden 
mademoiselle. 

Whether the vessel they sent out was 
lost or taken, or whether its cargo was 
seised on by the officers of the custom-house 
as a piece of contraband goods, I have not 
yet beet able to learn; it is however cer-

tain, that their first attempts were without 
success, to the no small disappointment of 
our whole female world; but as their con-
stancy and application, in a matter of so 
g^eat importance, can never be sufficiently 
commended, so I am glad to find, that in 
spite of all opposition, they have at lenfjth 
carried their point, of wliich I received 
advice by the two following letters: 

' MB. SPECTATOR,—I am s o ^ a t alover 
of whatever is French, that I lately dis-
carded an humble admirer, because he 
neither spoke that t o n ^ e nor drank claret. 
I have long bewailed in secret the cjilami-
ties of my sex during the war, in all which 
time we have laboured under the insup-
portable inventions of English tire-women, 
who, though they sometimes copy indiffer-
ently well, can never compose with tha t 
" goOt" thev do in France. 

' I was ^mos t in despair of ever more 
seeing a model frnm that dear cruntij ' , 
when last Sunday 1 overheard a lady in the 
next pew to me whisper another, that at 
the Seven Stars, in King-street, Covent-
garden, there was a mademoiselle com-
plctclv dressed, just come from Paris. 

' 1 was in the utmost impatience during 
the remaining part of the service, and as 
soon as ever It was over, having learnt the 
milliner's "arldresse," I went directly to 
her h'^use in King-street, hut was told that 
the French ladv was at a person of quality s 
in Pal l -m^l , and would not be bacK again 
until very late that night I was therefore 
obliged to renew my visit very early this 
morning, and had then a full view of the 
dear moppet f rom head to foot. 

• You cannot imagine, worthy sir, how 
ridiculously I find we have been trussed u p 
during the war, and how infinitely t he 
French dress excels ours. 

' T h e mantua has no lead in the sleeves, 
and I hope we arc not lighter than the 
French ladies, so as to want that kind of 
bdlas t ; the pctticoat has no whalebone, but 
sits with an air altogether gallant and de-
q-agf: the coiffure is inexpressibly pret ty; 
and, in short, the whole dress has a thou-
sand beauties in it, which I would not have 
as vet made too public. 

' I thought fit, however, to give ycu this 
notice, that you mav not be surprised at my 
appearing a la mode de Paris on the next 
birtli-niefit. I am, a r , vour humble ser-
vant, T E R A M I N T A . ' 

Within an hour after I had read this let-
ter, I received another from the owner of 
the puppet. 

' SIR,—On Saturday last, being the 12th 
instant, there arrived at mv house in King-
street, Covent-Gardcn, a French baby for 
the year 1712. I have taken the utmost 
care to have her dressed by the most cele-
brated tire-women and mantua-makers in 
Paris, and do not find that I have any rea-
son to be sorry for the expense I have been 
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at in h e r clothes and importat ian: however, 
as I know no person who is so gtxxl a judge 
of dress as ya i rsc l f , if you please to call 'at 
m y house in your way to the citv, and t ake 
a view of he r , I promise to amend what-
eve r you shall d isapprove in your next 
pape r , before I exhibi t h e r as a pa t t e rn to 
the public. I am, sir, your mos t humble 
aJmii 'er , and most obedient servant , 

' B E T T Y C R O S S - S T I T C H . 

A s I a m willing to do any thing in reason 
tor the service of m y countrywomen, and 
had m u c h r a the r p r even t faults than find 
them, I went last n i^ht to the hou«: of the 
above-mentioned M r s . Cross-Sti tch. A s 
seen as I entt-rcd, the maid of the shop, 
who, I suppose, was p r e p a r e d fo r m y com-
ing, without asking m e any questions, in-
t roduced m e to the l i t t le damsel, and ran 
away to call h e r mistress. 

T h e p u p p e t was dressed in a che r ry -
coloured gown a:id pet t icoat , with a short 
workii-.g apron over it , which discovered 
h e r shape to the most advantage. H e r ha i r 
was cut and divided ve ry pret t i ly, with 
w v e r a l r ibands s tuck u p and dovni in it. 
T h e milliner assured m e , t ha t h e r com-

filexion was such as was worn by all the 
idies of t h e best fashion in P a n s . H e r 

h e a d was ex t remely h igh , on which subject 
having long since dec lared my sentiments, 
I shall say nothing m o r e to i t a t p r e s e n t I 
was also offended a t a small pa tch she wore 
on h e r breas t , which I cannot suppose is 
placed t h e r e with any good design. 

H e r necklacc was of an immoderate 
length, being t ied before in such a manner , 
t ha t the t w o ends hung down to h e r girdle; 
but w h e t h e r these supply t h e place of kis.s-
ing-strings in our enemy ' s countrv, and 
w h e t h e r our British ladies have anv occa-
sion for t h e m , I shall leave to their serious 
consideration. 

A f t e r hav ing observed the par t icu la rs of 
h e r dress, as I w a s tak ing a view of it alto-
ge ther , t h e shop-maid, w h o is a per t wench, 
told me t ha t Mademoisel le had something 
very curious in the tving of her gar te rs ; but 
as I pay a due respect even to a pa i r <if 
sticks when they a re under petticoats, I did 
not examine into tha t par t icular . U p o n the 
whole, I was well enough pleased with the 
appea rance of this gay ladv, and the more 
so because she was not tallcative, a quality 
very rarely to be me t wi th in the res t of her 
countiy women. 

A s I w ^ taking m y leave, t h e milliner 
l a r ther intormed me, t ha t with the asas t -
ance of a wa tch -maker , who was h e r neigh-
bour, and the ingenious Mr . Powel, s h e h a d 
also contrived another p u p p e t , which bv 
t h e he lp of several little springs to be wounS 
u p within n , could move all its l imbs, and 
tha t she h a d sent it over to h e r correspon-
dent ui Par i s to be taught t h e v i n o u s lean-
ings and bendmgs of the head , t h e risings 
of the bosom, the cour tesy and recovery 
the genteel t r ip , and t h e agreeable je t , as 

they a re now practised a t the court of 
France . 

She added, tha t she hoped she migh t de-
pend upon having m y encouragement as 
soon as It a r r ived; but as this was a petition 
of ton great impor tance to be answered e x -
tempore , I le f t h e r without a r ep lv , and 
m a d e the best of m y way to W i l l Honey-
comb's lodgings, without whose advice I 
never communicate any tiling to the public 
of this nature. X. 

No. 278.] Friday, January 18, 1711-12. 

Sennnnes p p i ninll«m 
Bepen ie i per l i u toum-

f h r . Epi i. Lib. 2. 230, 
I ra lber c h o o a e a low a n d cre«pii>s style. 

' MR. SPECTATOR,—Sis,—Your hav ing 
(lone considerable services in this grea t city, 
by rectifying t h e disorders of families, aiid 
several wives having p r e f e r r e d your advice 
and directions to those of their husbands, 
emboldens m e t o apply to you a t this time. 
1 a m a s h o p k e e p e r , and though but a young 
man , I find by exper ience t ha t nothing but 
the utmost diligence both of husband and 
wife ^amotig t rad ing people) can keep af -
fairs in any tolerable order . M y wife a t the 
b e p n n i n g of our establishment showed he r -
self very assisting to m e in my business as 
m u c h as could lie in h e r wav, and I have 
reason tobel ieve it was with h e r Inclination: 
b u t of late she has got acquainted wi th a 
school-man, w h o values himself for Ws great 
knowledge in t h e G r e e k tongue. H e enter -
tains h e r f requent ly in the shop with dis-
courses of the beauties and excellences of 
t ha t language; and repea t s to h e r several 
passages out of t h e G r e e k poets, wherein 
he tells h e r t h e r e is unspeakable harmony 
and agreeable sounds t ha t all other lan-
guages a re whollv unacquainted with, H e 
has so in fa tua ted 'he r with h i s jargon, t ha t 
instead of using h e r fo rmer diligence in t h e 
shop, she now neglects the affairs of t h e 
house, and is whollv t aken u p with h e r 
tutor in learning by hea r t sc raps of G r e e k , 
which she vents upon all occasions. She 
told m e some days a ^ , t ha t whereas I use 
some LatL) inscriptions in m v shop, she 
advised m e wi th a w a t deal of concern to 
have them changed into G r e e k ; it being a 
language less understood, would be more 
conformable t o t h e mys te ry of my profes-
sion; tha t our good friend would be assisting 
to us in this work ; and t ha t a certain facul ty 
of gentlemen wouldf ind themselves so nmcfi 
obliged to me, t ha t th."V would infallibly 
m a k e my fortune. In short , h e r f requent 
importunities upon this, and o ther imper t i -
nences of the ike nature, m a k e m e very 
uneasy; and if your remonstrances have no 
more effect upcm her than mine, I am afra id 
I shall he obliged to rnin myself to procure 
h e r a set t lement at Oxford with h e r tutor , 
for she is a l ready too mad for ^ ^ a m . 
Now, sir, you see the danger m y family is 
exposed to, and the likelihood of niy wiie 's 
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becoming both troublesome and useless, un-
less her reading herself in your paper may 
make her rcflect She is so very learned 
that I cannot pretend by word of mouth to 
a r w e with her. She laughed out at your 
ending a paper in Greek, and said it was a 
hint to women of literature, and very civil 
not to translate it to expose them to the 
vulgar. You see how it is with, sir, your 
humble servant. ' 

' MH. SPECTATOR,—If you have that hu-
manity and compassion in your nature that 
vou take such pains to make one think you 
have, you 'will not deny your advice to a 
distressed damsel, who intends to be de-
termined by your judgment in a matter of 
great importance to her. You must know 
then, there is an agreeable young fellow, to 
whose person, wit and humour, nobody 
Jnakes any objection, that pretends to have 
been long in love with me. T o tWs I must 
add (whether it proceeds from the vanity 
of my nature, or the seeming sincerity of 
wy lover, I will not pretend to say) that I 
Verily believe h e has a real value for me; 
which, if true, you will allow may justly 
augment his merit with his mistress. In 
short, I am so sensible of his good qualities, 
and what I owe to his passion, that I think 
I could sooner resolve to give up my liberty 
to him than any body else, were there not 
an objection to be made to his fortunes, in 
regarf they do not answer the utmost mine 
may expect, and are not sufficient to secure 
me from undergoing the reproachful phrase 
so commonlv used, " t h a t die has played 
the fool." Kow though I am one of t h c ^ 
few who heartily despise equipage, dia-
monds, and a coxcomb, yet since such op-
posite notions from mine prevail in tbe 
world, even amtxigst the best, and such as 
are esteemed the most prudent people, I 
cannot find in my heart to resolve upon m-
curring the censure of those wise folks, 
which I am conscious I shall do, if when I 
enter into a married state, I d i^over a 
thought beyond that of equalling, if not ad-
vanang my fortunes. Under this ditBculty 
I now labour, not being in the least detei^ 
mined whether I shall oe governed by the 
vain world, and the frequent exainpjes I 
meet with, or hearken to the voice of my 
iover, and the motions I find in my heart in 
favour of him. Sir, vour opinion and advice 
in this affair is the only thing I know can 
turn the balance, and which I earnestly 
entreat I may receive soon; for until l h a v e 
your thoughts upon it, I am engaged not to 
give my swain a linal d ischa^c . 

' Besides the particular obligation you w l l 
' i y on me, by giving this subject room in 
one of your papers, it is possible it may be 
of use to some others of my sex, who will 
be as grateful for the favour as, a r , your 
humble servant, F L O R I N D A . 

. ' P. S. T o tell you the truth, I am mar-
ried to him alreaiv, but pray sav something 
to Justify me." 

J l 

• MR. SPF.CTATOB,—YOU will forgive us 
professors of music if we make a second 
application to yon, in order to promote our 
design of exhibiting entertainments of music 
in York-buildings. It is industriously in-
sinuated that our intention is to destroy 
operas in general, but we beg of you to in-
sert this plain explanation of ourselves in 
your paper. ()ur purpose is onl^ to improve 
our circumstances, bv improving the art 
which we profess. W e see it utterly de-
stroyed at present, and as we were the 
persons who introduced operas, we think it 
a groundless imputation that we should set 
up against the opera itself. W h a t we pre-
tend to assert is, that the scsigs of different 
authors injudiciously put tomther , and a 
foreign tone andmannerwhichare expected 
in every thing now performed amongst us, 
has pu t music itself to a stand; insomuch 
that the ears of the people cannot now be 
entertained with any thing but what has an 
impertinent gaiety, without any just spirit, 
or a langwshment of notes, without any 
passion or common sense. W e hope those 
persons of sense and qualitv who have done 
us the honour to suoscribe, will not be 
ashamed of their patronage towaMs us, and 
not receive impressions that patronising us 
is being for or agmnst the opera, but truly 
promoting their own diversions in a more 
just and elegant miuincr than has been 
fcitherto perKirmeJ. W e are, iar, your 
most humt le . ^ a m s , ^ C L A Y T O N , 

' N I C O L I N O H A Y M , 
• C H A R L E S D I E U P A R T . 

•There will be no performances in York-
buildings until after that of the subscrip-
tion.' T . 

Ko. 279.] ^turday, January 19, i n i - 1 2 . 
Reddere nersonB «cit eonven i sn t i a euitrne. 

JSRR. An Pta. T. 3]E 
He k n o w s w h a t best b e f l u eacli c t i u a c t e r . 

W E have already taken a general survey 
of the fable and characters in Milton's Para-
dise Lost. T h e parts which remain to be 
considered, according to Aristotle's method, 
are the sentiments and the language. Be-
fore I enter upon the first of these, I must 
advertise my reader, that it is my deagn, 
as soon as I liave finished my ^ n e r a l reflec-
tions on these four several heads, to give 
particular instances out of the poem which 
IS now before us, of beauties and imperfec-
tions which may be observed under each of 
them, as also of such other part iculr js as 
may not properly fall under any of them. 
This I thought fit to premise, that the 
r e i l e r may not judge too hastily of tiiis 
piece of criticism, or look up<m it as im-
perfect, before he has seen the whole ex-
tent of it. 

T h e sentiments in an epic poem are the 
thoughts and behaviour which the author 
ascribes to the persona whom he introduces, 
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and are just when they are conformable to 
the characters of the several persons. T h e 
sentiments have likewise a relation to things 
as weU persons, and are then perfect when 
they are such as are adapted to the subject. 
I f i n either of these cases the poet endeavours 
to argue or explain, to m a ^ i f y or diminish, 
to raise love or hatred, pity or terror, or 
any other passion, we ought to consider 
wliether the sentiments he makes use of 
are proper for those ends. Homer is cen-
sured by the critics for his defect as to this Eir t icufar in several par ts of the Iliad and 

dyssey, though a t the same time those, 
who have treated this great poet with can-
dour, have attr ibuted this defect to the 
times in which he lived. I t was the fault 
of the age, and not of Homer, if there 
wants that delicacy in some of his senti-
ments, which now appears in the works of 
men of a much inferior genius. Beades, 
if there are blemishes in any part icular 
thoughts, there is an infinite beauty in the 
greatest par t of them. In short, if there 
are many poets who would not have fiUlen 
into the meanness of some of his sentiments, 
there are none who could have risen u p to 
the greatness of others. Virgil has excel-
led all others in the propriety of his senti-
ments. Miltwi shines likewise very much 
in this particular- nor must we omit one 
consideration whicli adds to his honour 
and reputation. HOHIOT and Virgil intro-
duced persons whose characters are com-
monly known among men, at/1 such as are 
to be me t with either in history, or in or-
dinary conversation. Milton's characters, 
most of them, lie out of nature, and were 
to be formed purely by his own invention, 
i t shows a greater genius in Shakspeare tt. 
have drawn his Caliban, than his Hotspur, 
or Julius C a s a r : the one was to be sup-
plied out of his own imagination, whereas 
the other might have been formed upon 
tradition, history and observation. I t was 
much easier therefore for Homer to find 
proper sentiments for an assembly of Gre-
cian generals, than for Milton to diversify 
his infernal council with proper charac-
ters, and insmre t h e m with a v a r i ^ of 
sentiments, Y h e loves of Dido and ^Mneas 
are only copies of what has passed between 
other persons. Adam and Eve, before the 
fall, a re a different species f rom that of 
mankind, who are descended from them; 
and none but a poet of the most unbounded 
invention, and the most exquisite judgment, 
could have filled their conversation and 
behaviour with so many apt circumstances 
during their state of innocence. 

Nor is it sufficient for an epic poem to 
be filled witii such thoughts as are natural, 
unless it abound aiso with such as are sub-
Lme. Virgil in this particular falls short 
of Homer. He has not indeed so many 
thoughts that are low and vulgar; but at 
the same time has not so many thoughts 
that are sublime and noble. T f i e t ruth of 
it is, Virgil seldom rises into very aston-

ishing se-ntimenta, where he is not fired 
by the Iliad. H e every where charms 
and pleases us by the force of his own 
genius; but seldom elevates and t ranswrts 
us where he does not fetch his hints irom 
Homer. 

Milton's chief talent, and indeed his dis-
tinguishing excellence, lies in the sublimity 
of his thoughts. T h e r e a re others of the 
modems who rival him in every other par t 
of poetry; but in the greatness o fh i s senti-
ments he t r iumphs over all the poets both 
modem and ancient. Homer only e x c i t e d . 
I t is impossible for the imagination of man 
to distend itself with greater ideas, than 
those which he has laid together in his 
first, second, and sixth books. T h e seventh, 
which describes the creation of the world, 
is likewise wonderfully sublime, though 
not so apt to stir u p emotion in the mind 
of the reader, nor consequently so perfect 
In the epic way of writing, because it is 
filled with less action. L e t the judicious 
reader compare what Longinus has ob-
served on several passages in Homer, and 
he will find parallels for most of them in 
the Paradise Lost. 

Fi-om what has been siud we may infer, 
tha t as there are two kinds of sentiments, 
the natural and the sublime, which are 
always to be pursued in an heroic poem, 
there are also two kinds of thoughts which 
are carefully tn be avoided. T h e first are 
such as are affected and unnatural; the 
second such as are mean and vulgar. A s 
for the first kind of thoughts, we meet with 
little or nothing that is l ike them in Virgil. 
H e has nwie of those trifling points and 
puerilities that a re so often to be met with 
m Ovid, none of the epigrammatic turns of 
l .ucan, none of those swelling sentiments 
winch are so frequent in Statius and Clau-
dian, none of those mixed embellishments 
of Tasso. Every thing is just and natural. 
His sentiments ^ o w tha t h e had a perfect 
insight intc human nature, and that he 
knew every thing which was the most 
proper to aifett it. 

Mr . Dryden has in some places, which I 
may hereafter take notice of, misrepresen-
ted Virgil 's way of thinking as to this par-
ticular, in the translation h ^ a s riven us of 
the /Eneid. I do not remember that Homer 
any where falls into the faults above-men-
tioned, which were indeed the false refine-
ments of later ages. Milton, it must be 
confessed, has sometimes erred in this re-
spect, as I shall show more at la i^e in an-
other paper ; though conadering how all 
the poets of the age in which he writ were 
infected with this wrong way of thinking, 
he is ra ther to be admired that he did not 
give more into it, than that he did some-
times comply with the vicious taste which 
still prevEuls so much among modem 
writers. 

But since several thoughts may be natu-
ra l which a re low and grovelling, an epic 
poet should not only avoid such sentiments 
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as are unnatural or affccted, but QISO such 
as are mean and vulcar. Homer has opened 
a great field of m l l c r y to men of more 
delicacy and greatness of genius, by the 
homeliness of some of his sentiments. But 
as I have before said, these are rather to 
be imputed to the simplicity of the age in 
whicii he lived, to which I may also add, 
of that in which he described, than to m y 
imperfection in that divine poe t Zoilus, 
among the ancients, and Monsieur Pen^ul t , 
amonsrthe modems, pushed their ridicule 
very far upon him, on account of some 
such sentiments. T h e r e is no blemish to 
be observed in Virgil under this head, and 
but a very few in Milton. . 

I shall give but one instance of this im-
propriety of thought in Homer, and at the 
same time compare it with an instance of 
the same nature, both in V b ^ l and Milton. 
Sentiments whicii raise laughter, can very 
seldom be admitted with any deccncy into 
an heroic poem, -whose business it is to ex-
d t e passion "f a much nobler nature. Ho-
mer, however, in his characters of Vulcan 
and Thersites, in his story of Mars and 
Venus, in his behaviour of Irus, and m 
other passages, has been observed to have 
lapsed into the burlesque character, and 
to have departed from tha t serious air 
which seems essential to the magnificence 
of an epic poem. I remember but one 
laugh in the whole -Eneid, which nses in 
the fifth book, u p m Monxtes, where he is 
represented as tfirown overboard, and dry-
ing himself upon a rock. But this piece 
of mirth is so well-timed, tha t the severed 
critic can have nothing to say against it; 
for it is in the book of games and diversiMis 
where the reader 's mind may be s u p p o ^ 
sufficiently relaxed for such an entertain-
men t T h e only piece of pkasa.ntry m 
Paradise Lost, is where the evil spirits are 
described as rallying the angels u ^ n the 
success of their new invented artillery. 
This passage I look upon to be the most 
exceptionable in the whole poem, as t w n g 
nothing else but a string of puns,and those 
too very indifferent ones. 

- S i t a n bebtld I t v i r plight, —-—•ssbnn ifcuriu .1 
Anit to h i ! raatM In d c n i i n n « ! ' „ „ „ . , 
• O friends, >vliy cnrae no; on IhoK 
Ere wbile tbev (yree were coramg. and wnen 
T o e m e n a i n Ihem fair wi lh 
And breast (wha i could we mote ?) ptopounied 

Biraifhl tbey »han«i1 their minds, 
fYcm of, and in to t l r a n s e v o f a n e s fpll 
As thsy woulO (tanw ; yet to a danc* lUey »Mm d 
S o u t w h a i e x t r a v n a n t , and w i l d ; perha j" 
P i t Jo\' of oKT'd peace; but J suppoM 
If onrprooOfBlsonM a s a i u were tairi 
WE!l io i i ldco inpe l t lK 'n i to»r iU)c l i r«»f i . 

T o w h o m l h u B Belial in ,ike ja ioMonw m o M . 
I-eader, the terms we f n J ^vere term< of 
O / i a r d OTMTIU, and full of forea UJS d h o n w . 
Such a i » e m i f h t wrc t ive amusM Inein ail. 
Anil »„miUil m a n y ; who rec« i»« 'hem right, 
H.'IJI need fVom head in foot «eU t(i i«rrta«i( ,-
Nnt ihifi Bift l lKJ have besides, _ 
TKey ifioiv ua >vten our foes xalk «<< ' p n ? " - . 

Thu i ihey among tbamwlves in pleasant vein 
Sluod acotIinj{ 

MHIm-t r a r . M , li. I. 609, &C. 

No. 280.] Monday, January 21, 1711-12. 
Principitiua placniase viria n o a uJlima lanaeat-

//»T. Lib. I . 3 i 

T o i<eaae the p e a l i i n o t the m a l l a j t 

THE desire of pleasing makes a man 
agreeable orunwelcome to those with whom 
he converses, according to the motive from 
which that inclination appears to flow. It 
your concern for pleasing others anses 
from an innate benevolence, it never tails 
of success; if from a vanity to excel, its 
disappointment is no less cer t^n. v \ h a t 
we call an agreeable man, is he who is en-
dowed with the natural bent to do accep-
table things from a delight he takes in them 
merely as such; and the affectation of 
that character is what constitutes a fop. 
Under these leaders one may draw up all 
those who may make up any manner of 
fiffiire, except in dumb show. A rational 
and select conversation is composed ot per-
sons, who have the talent of pleasing with 
delicacy of sentiments flowing from habit-
ual chastity of thought; but mixed compa-
ny is frequently made up of pretenders to 
mirth, and is usually pestered with con-
strained, obscene, and pamful witticisms. 
Now and then you may meet with a man 
so exactly formed for pleasing, that it is no 
matter what he is doing or saying, tha t w 
to w , that there need be no m w n e r ot 
importance in it, to make bim gain upon 
everv body who hears or beholds him. 
T h i s felicity is not the gift of nature only, 
but must be attended with happy circum-
stances, which add a dignity to the familiar 
behaviour which distingvushes him whom 
we call an agreeable man. I t is f rom this 
that every body loves and esteems Polycar-
pus. He is in the ^gou r of his age, and 
the gaiety of life, but has passed through 
verv conspicuous scenes in it: though no 
soldier, he has shared the danger, and ac-
ted with great gallantry and gencrositv on 
a decisive day of battle. T o have those 
qualities which onlv make other men con-
spicuous in the world as it were supernu-
merary to him, is a circumstance which 
eives weight to his most indifferent actions; 
for as a toown credit is r p d y cash to a 
trader, so is acknowledged men t imme-
diate distinction, and s e n e s m the place 
of equipage to a g^ t leman. T h i s r e i s e r s 
Polvcaipus graceful m mirth, important 
in business, and regarded with love in every 
ordinarv occurrence. But not to dwell 
upon characters which have such particu-
lar recommendations to our hearts, let us 
turn our thoughts rather to the methods 
of nleaang which must carry men thniugh 
the world who cannot pretend to such ad-
vantages. Falling in witli the particular 
humour or manner of one above you, ab-
stracted from the general rules of good be-
haviour, is the life of a slave. A parasite 
differs in nothing from the meanest servant, 
but that the footman hires himself lor 
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bodily labour, subjected to go and come at 
the will of his master, but Uic other gives 
up his very soul: he is prostituted to speak, 
and professes to think after the mode of 
him whom he courts. This servitude 
to a patron, in an honest nature, would be 
more grievous than that of wearing his 
livery; therefore we will speak of those 
methods only which are worthy and inge-
nuous. 

T h e happy talent of pleaang either those 
above you or below you, seems to be wholly 
owing to the opinion they have of your sin-
cerity. I 'his quality is to attend the agree-
able man in ail the actions of his life; and 
I think there need no more be said in 
honour of it, than that it is what forces the 
approbation even of your opponents. T h e 
guilty man has an honour for the judge 
who with justice pronounces against him 
the sentence of death itself. T h e author 
of the sentence at the head of this paper, 
was an excellent judge of human life, and 
passed his own in company the most agree-
able that ever was in the world. A u ^ s t u s 
lived amongst his friends, as if he had his 
fortune to m a t e in his own court. Candour 
and affability, accompanied with as much 
power as ever mortal was vested with, were 
what made him in the utmost manner 
agreeable among a set of admirable men, 
who had thoughts too high for ambition, 
and views too large to be p^t i f ied by what 
h e could give them in the disposal of aji em-
pire, without the pleasure of their mutual 
conversation. A certain unanimity of taste 
and judgment, which is natural to all of 
the same order of the species, was the band 
of this society: and the emperor assumed 
no figiire in it, hut what he thcMght wasdue 
from his private talents and qusdifications, 
as they contributed to advance the plea-
sures and sentiments of the company. 

Cunning people, hvpocrites, all who arc 
hut half virtuous, or half wise, are incapa-
ble of tasting the refined pleasure of such 
an equal company as could wholly exclude 
the regard ofibrtune in their conversations. 
Horace, in the discourse from whence 1 
take t he hint of the present speculation, 
lays down excellent rules for conduct in 
conversation with men of power; but he 
speaks with an air of one whohadnoneed ! 
of such an application for any thine which ; 
related to himself. It shows l»e understood' 
what it was to be a skilful courtier, by just 
ad monitions a winst importunitv, and show-
ing how forcible it was to speak modestly 
of your own wants. T h e r e is indeed some-
thing so shameless in taking all opportuni-
ties to s p ^ of your own affairs, that he who 
is guilty of It towards him on whom he de-
pends, fares like the beegar who exposes 
his sores, which, insteafi of moving com-
passion, makes the man he begs of turn 
away from the ciyect. 

I cannot tell what is become of him, but 
I remember about sixteen years ago an 
honest fellow, who so justly understood how 

disagreeable the mention or appearance of 
his wants would make him, that I have 
often reflected upon him as a counterpart 
of Irus, whom I have formerly mentioned. 
T h i s man, whom I have missed for some 
years in my walks, and have heard was 
some wav employed about the army, made 
it a maxim, that good wigs, delicate linen, 
and a cheerful air, were to a poor depend-
ent the same that working tools are to a 
poor artificer. I t was no small entertain-
ment to me, who knew his circumstances, 
to see him, who had fasted two days, attri-
bute the thinness they told him of, to the 
violence of some gallantries he had lately 
been guilty of. T h e skilful dissembler cai -
ried on this with the utmost address; and 
if any suspected his affairs were narrow, it 
was attiibuted to indulging himself in some 
fashionable vice rather than an irreproach-
^ l e poverty, which saved his credit with 
those on whom he depended 

T h e main art is to be as little trouble-
some as you can, and make all you hope for 
come rather as a favour from your patron 
than claim from you. But I am here prat-
ing of what is the method of pleasing so as 
to succeed in the world, when there are 
crowds, who have, in city, town court, and 
countrj', arrived at considerable acquisi-
tions, and yet seem incapable of acting in 
any constant tenor of life, but have gonecn 
from one successful error to another: there-
f o r e ! think I may shorten this inquiry after 
the method of pleasing; and as the old beau 
said to his son, once for all, ' P r w , Jack, 
be a fine gentleman;' so may I to mv 
reader, abridge my introductions, and finish 
the art of pleasing in a word, ' B e rich.' 

T . 

Ma 281,] Tuetday, January 22, 1711-12. 
Fectoribus i ob i ans Bpirmtia con^oUt exra. 

FlTg. iv. 
A&siouB ItK reekinf eatTails Iw C4)fi«UJL9. 

HATING already given an account of the 
dissection of if beau's head, with the seve-
ral discoveries made on that occasion, 1 
shall here, according to my promise, enter 
upon the dissection of a coquette's heart , 
and communicate to the public such parti-
culars as we observed in that curious picce 
of anatomy. 

I siiould perhaps have waived this un-
dertaking, had I not been pu t in mind of 
my promise by several of my unknown 
correspondents, who are very importunate 
with me to make an example of the co-Juette, as T have already done of the beau, 

t is therefore in compliancc with the re-
quest of friends, that I have looked over 
the minutes of my former dream, in order 
to give the public an exact relation of it, 
which I shall enter upon without far ther 
preface. 

Our operator, before he engaged in this 
visionarj' dissfction, told us, that there was 
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nothing in his art more difficult than to lay 
open the heatt of a coquette, by reason ot 
the many labyrinths and recesses which 
are to be found in it, and which do not ap-
pear in the heart of any other animal. 

He desired us first of all to observe the 
pericardium, or outward case of the heart, 
which v e did very attentivelv; and bv the 
help of our glasses discerneif in it millions 
of little scars, which seemed to have been 
occasioned by the points of innumerable 
darts and arrows, that from time to time 
had glanced upon the outward coat; though 
we could not discover the smallest orifice, 
by which any of them had entered and 
pierced the inward substance. 

Every smatterer in anatomy knows that 
this pericardium, or c a s e of the heart, con-
tains in it a thin reddish liquor, supwjsed to 
be bred from the vapours which exhale out 
of the heart, and, being stopped here, are 
condensed into this watery substance. Uptm 
examining this liquor, we found that it had 
in it all the qualities of that spirit which is 
made use of in the thermometer, to show 
the change of weather. 

Nor irust I here omit an experiment one 
of the company assured us he himself had 
made with this liquor, which he found in 
great quantity about the heart of a coquette 
whom he ha'd formerly dissected He af-
firmed to us, that he had actually enclosed 
it in a small tube made after the manner of 
a weather-glass; but that instead of ac-
quainting him with the variations of the at-
mosphere, it showed him the quality of 
those persons who entered the room where 
i tstood. H e a f f i r m e d a l s o t h a t i t r o s e a t t h e 
approach of a plume of feathers, an em-
broidered coat, or a pair of fringed gloves; 
and that it fell as soon as an ill-shaped pe-
riwig, a clumsy pair of shoes, or an^^un-
fashionable coat came into his house. Nay, 
he proceeded so far as to assure us, that 
upon his laughing aloud when he stood by 
it, the liquor mounted very sensibly ,^d 
immediately sunk, again upon his looting 
serious. In short, he told us, that he knew 
verv weU by this invention, whenever he 
had a man of sense, or a coxcomb m his 
room. . 

Having cleared away the pericar^um, 
or case, and liquor above-mentioned, we 
came to the heart itself. T h e outward 
surface of it was extremely slippery, ^ d 
tlie mucro, or point, so very cold 
that upon endeavouring to take hold it it, 
it glided through the fingers like a smooth 
piece of ice. . . . . 

The fibres were turned and twisted m 
a more intricate and perplexed manner 
than they are usually found in other Hearts; 
insomuch that the whole heart was wound 
jp together in a Gordian knot, and must 
have had very irregular and unequal mo-
tions, while it was employed m its vital 
functions. , , , 

One thing we thought very obse^able, 
namely, that upon examining all the ves-

sels which came into it, or issued out of it, 
we could not discover any communication 
that it had with the tongue. 

W e could not but take notice likewise, 
that several of those little nerves in the 
heart which are affected by the sentiments 
of love, hatred, and other passions, did not 
descend to this before us from the brain, 
but from the muscles which lie about the 

' Upon weighing the heart in my hand, I 
found it to be extremely light, and conse-
quently very hollow, whicfi I did not won-
der at, when, upon looking into the inside 
of it, I saw multitudes of cells and canties 
running one within another, as our histo-
rians describe the apartments of Rosa-
mond's bower. Several of these little hol-
lows were stuffed with innumerable sorts 
of trifles, which I shall forbear giving any 
oarticular account of, and shall therefore 
only take notice of what lay first and up-
permost; which, upon our unfolding it, and 
applying our microscopes to it, appeared to 
be a flame-coloured hood. 

W e are informed that the lady of this 
heart, when living, received the address^ 
of several who made love to her, and did 
not only give each of them cncouragetnent, 
but made every one she conversed with b ^ 
lievc that she regarded him with an eye ot 
kindness; for which reason we expected to 
have seen the impressions of mtiltitudes ot 
faces among the several plaits and loldings 
of the heart; but to our great surprise not a 
single print of this nature discovered itself 
until we came into the very core and centre 
of it. W e there obser\'ed a little figure, 
which, upon applying our glasses to it, ap-
peared dressed in a very fantastic manner. 
T h e more I looked upon it, the more I 
thought I had seen the face before, but 
could not possibly recollect cither the place 
or time; when at length, one of the com-
pany, who had examined this figure more 
niceiy than the rest, showed us plainly by 
tlie make of its face, and the several turns 
of its features, that the little i d ^ which 
was thus lodged in the very middle ot the 
heart was the deceased beau, whose head i 
gave some account of in my last Tuesday s 

^^.Ss soon as wehad finished our dissection, 
we resolved to make an experiment of the 
heart, not being able to determine among 
ourselves the nature of its substance, which 
differed in so many particulai-s from that 
of the heart in other females. Accordingly 
we laid it in a pan of burning coals, when 
we observed in it a certain salaniandrine 
quality, that made it capable of living in the 
midst of fire and flame, without being con-
sumed, or so much as singed. 

As we were admiring this strange phE-
nomenon, and standing round the heart in a 
circle, it gave a most prodigious sigh, or 
rather crack, and dispersed all at once in 
smoke and vqwur. This imaginaiy noise, 
which nie thought was louder than the 
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burst of a cannon, produced such a violent 
shake in itiy brain, that it dissipated the 
fumes of sleep, and left me in an instant 
broad awake. L. 

N a 282.] Wedn!»day,Jan. 23, 1711-12. 

8pcg incerta fUturi. 
Firf. ^n.viii. S»(l. 

H»|IC« aod f e s n in equal bBlance Uii.—Ihyin. 
IT is a lamentable thing that every man 

is full of cnmplaints, and constantly utter-
ing sentences against the ficlcleness of for-
tune, when people generally bring upon 
themselves al the calamities they fall into, 
and are constantly heaping up mauer for 
theirownsorrowanddisappointment. Tha t 
which produces the greatest part of the de-
lusions of mankind, is a false hope which peo-
ple indulge with so sangiiine a flattery to 
themselves, that their-hearts are bent upon 
fantastical advantages which they had no 
reason to believe should ever have arrived 
to them. By this unjust measure of calcu-
lating their happiness, they often mourn 
with real affliction for imannary losses. 
W h e n I am talking of this uimappy way of 
accounting for ourselves, I cannot but re-
flect upon a particular set of people, who, 
in their own favour, resolve eveiy thing 
tha t is possible into what is probafile, and 
then reckon on that probability as on what 
roust certainly happen. Wil l Honeycomb, 
upfHi my observing his looking on a lady 
with some particular attention, gave me an 
account of the great distresses which had 
laid waste her very fine face, and had 
given an air of melancholy to a very agree-
able person. T h a t lady, and a couple of 
sisters of hers, were, smd VVill, fourteen 
vears ara, the greatest fortunes about town; 
but without having any loss, by bad tenants, 
by bad securities, or any damage by sea or 
land, are reduced to very narrow circum-
stances. T h e y were at that time the most 
inaccessible haughty beauties in town; and 
their pretensions to take upon them at that 
unmerciful rate, were r ^ sed upon the fol-
lowing scheme, according to which all their 
lovers were answered, 

' Our father is a youngish man, but then 
our mother is somewhat older, and not 
likely to have any children: his estate be-
ing 800/. fier annum, at twenty years pur-
chase, is worth 16,000/. Our uncle, who 
is above fifty, has 400/. / J f r annum, which 
at the afores^d rate, is 8,000/. There is a 
widow aunt, who has 10,000/. at her own 
disposal, left by her husband, and an old 
maiden aunt, who has 6,000/. T h e n our 
father 's mother has 900/. fier annum,-wiach 
is worth 1 8 , 0 0 0 / . and 1 , 0 0 0 / . each of us has 
of our own, which cannot be taken from 
us. These summed up together stand 
thus: " 

Father 's - - - - - 800 
Uncle's - - 400 
Aunt 's 
Grandmothe r ' s ' - 900 
Own - - 1000 each. 

3 10,000 I 
' ' ' t 6 , 0 0 0 \ 

Xl 6,000 
8,000 

16,000 
18,000 
3,000 

Total, - - - 61,000 
This equally divided between us three, 
amounts to 20,000/. e a c h : an allowance 
being given for enlargement upon common 
fame, wc may lawfuDy pass for 30,000/. 
fortunes.' 

In prospect of this, and the knowledge 
of their own personal merit, every one was 
contemptible in tlieir eyes, and they re-
fused those offers which had been frequently 
madethem. But mark the end. T h e mother 
dies, the fatlier is married again, and ha» 
a son; on him was entailed the father's, 
uncle's, and grandmother's estate. T h i s 
cut off 42,000/. T h e maiden aunt married a 
tall Irishman, and with her went the 6,000/. 
T h e widow died, and left but enough to 
pay her debts and bury h e r ; so that there 
remdned for these three girls but their 
own 1,000/. They had by this time passed 
their prime, and got on the wrong side of 
thirty; and must pass the remainder of 
their days upbraitflng mankind that they 
mind nothing but money, and bewailing 
that virtue, sense, and modesty, are had a t 
present in no manner of estimation. 

I mention this case of ladies before any 
other, because it is the most irreparable; 
for though youth is the time least capable 
of reflection, it is in that sex the only sea-
son in which they can advance their for-
tunes. But if we turn our thoughts to t he 
men, we see such crowds unhappy, from 
no other reason but an ill-grounded hope, 
that it is hard to say which they rather 
deserve, our pity or contempt. I t is not 
unpleasant to see a fellow, grown old in 
attendance, and after having passed half a 
life in servitude, call himsell the unhap-
piest of all men, and pretend to be disap-Binted, because a courtier broke his wonL 

e that promises himself any thing but 
what may naturally arise from his own Sroperty or labour, and goes beyond the 

esire of possessing above two parts in 
three even of that, lays u p for himself an 
increasing heap of afilictions and disap-
pointments. T h e r e are but two means in 
the world of gaining" by other men, and 
these are by bemg either agreeable or con-
siderable. T h e generality of mankind do 
all things for their own sakes; and when 
you hope any thing from persons above 
you, if you cannot s a y , ' I can ne thus agree-
able, or thus serviceable,' it is ridiculous 
to pretend to the dignity of being unfortu-
nate when they leave you; you were inju-
dicious in hoping for any other than to be 
neglected for such as can come within 
these descriptions of b a n g capable to 
please, or serve your patron, when his 
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l i a m o u T o r interests call fur their capacity 
either way. 

I t woul^ not, metliiuks, be a useless cnm-
rarison between the condition of aman who 
shuns all the pleasures of life, and of one 
whn makes it His business to pursue them. 
Hope in the rccluse makes his austerities 
comfortable, while the luxurious man gains 
nothing but uneasiness from his enjoyments. 
W h a t is the difference in the happiness of 
hira who is macerated by abstinence, and 
him who is surfeited with excess? He who 
resigns the world has no temptation to 
envy, hatred, malice, anger, but is in con-
stant possession of a serene mind: he who 
follows the pleasures of it, which are in 
their very nature disappointing, is in con-
stant search of care, solicitude, remorse, 
and confusion. 

'January U , 1712. 
'MR. SPECTATOR,—I am a ynung wo-

man, and have my fortune to make, for 
which reason I come constantly to church 
to heardivine service, and make conquests: 
but one great hindrance in this my design 
is, that our clerk, who was once a gardener, 
has this Christmas so over-dccked the 
church with greens, that he has quite 
spoiled my prospect; insomuch that I have 
scarce seen the young baronet I dress at 
these three weefcs, though we have both 
been very constant at our devotions, and do 
not sit above three pews off. T h e church, 
as it is now equipped, looks more like a 
freen-house than a place of worship. T h e 
middle aisle is a very pretty sliady walk, 
and the pews look like so many arbours on 
each side of it. T h e pulpit itself has such 
clusters of ivy, hoUv, and rosemary about 
It, that a light fellow in our pew took OTM-
aon to say, that the congrewtion heard the 
word out of a bush, like Moses. Sir An-
thony Love's pew in particular is so well 
hedged, that all my batteries have no effect. 
I nm obLged to shoot at random among the 
boughs, without taking any manner of aim. 
Mr. Spectator, unless you will give orders 
for removing these greens, I shall grow a 
very awkward creature at church, and soon 
have little else to do there but to say my 
prayers. I am in haste, dear a r , your most 
obedient servant, 

T . ' J E K N Y SIMPER. ' 

No. 283.] Thursday, Jan. 24, 17X1-12. 
Muris lef H i s ingeni l"® l a r f i l o t 
V ,Bte r Pm. Prtbg. ver. 10. 

NMeasity la tbe motber of i nven t ion . Eji^li^k Prmarhf. 
LCCIAN rallies the philosophers in his 

time, who could not ^ r e e whether they 
should ^ m i t riches into the number of real 
goods; the professors of the severer sects 
threw them quite out, while others as re-
solutely inserted them. 

I am apt to believe, that as the world 
grew more polite, the rigid doctrines of the 

first were wholly ^scarded; and I do not 
find any one so hardy at present as to deny 
that there are very great advantages in the 
enjoyment of a plentiful fortune. Indeed 
the best and wisest of men, though they 
may posably despise a KOd par t of those 
things which the world calls pleasures, 
can, I think, hardly be insensible of tha t 
weight and dignity which a moderate share 
of wealth adds to tWir characters, counsels, 
and actions. 

W e find it is a general complaint in pro-
fessions and trades, that the nchest mem-
bers of them are chiefly encouraged; and 
this is felsely imputed to the ill-nature of 
mankind, wlio are bestowing their favours 
on such as least want them. Whereas , if 
we fairly consider their proceedings in this 
case, we shall find them founded on un-
doubted reason: since, supposing both equal 
in their natural integrity, I ought, in com-
mon prudence, to fear foul play from an in-
digent persm, rather than from one whose 
circumstances seem to have placed him 
above the bare temptation of money. 

This reason also makes the common-
wealth regard her richest subjects, as those 
who arc most concerned for her quiet and 
interest, and consequently fittest to be in-
trusted with her hignest employments. On 
the contrary, Catiline's saying to those 
men of desperate fortunes, who a p ^ i e d 
themselves to him, and of whom he after-
wards composed his army, that they had 
nothing to hope for but a civil war, was 
too true not to make the impressions he 
d e s i r ^ . 

I believe I need not fear but that what I 
have said In praise of money, will be more 
than sufficient with most of my readers to 
excuse the subject of my present paper, 
which I intend as an essay on the ways to 
raise a man's fortune, or the ar t of growing 
rich. 

T h e first and most infallible method to-
wards the attaining of this end is thrift . 
All men are not equally qualified for getting 
money, but it is in the power of every one 
alike to practice tliis virtue, and I believe 
there are very few persons, who, if they 
)lease to reflect on their past lives, will not 
ind that had they saved all those little 

sums which they have spent unnecessarily, 
they might at present have been masters 
of a competent fortune, Diligence justly 
c l^ms the next place to thrift . i find 
both these excellently well recommended 
to common use in the tliree following Italian 
proverbs: 
Never to do t h a t bypro: ry wbicb you c«D youreeir . 
Never d«rertbfi t till Ic-morrow which you can do t o n j a r 
Never a e f l ^ t smxU m a c t € n a n d e z p e n u s . 

A third instrument of growing rich, is 
method in business, which, as w 9 l as the 
two former, is also att^nable by persons of 
the meanest capacities. 

T h e famous De Wi t t , one of the greatest 
statesman of the age in which he lived, 
being asked by a friend how he was able to 
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despatch that multitude of affairs in which his chin. I am credibly informed that by 
he was engaged? replied, that his whole 
ar t consisted in doing ixie thing at once. 
' I f , ' says he, 'I have any iiecessan-des-
patches to make, I think of nothing else 
until those are finished: if any doniestic 
affairs require my attention, I p v c myself 
up wholly to them until they are set in 
order . ' 

In short, we often see men of dull and 
phlegmatic tempers arriving to CTcat es-
tates, by making a regular and orderly dis-
position of their business, and that without 
It the greatest parts and most lively imag:i-
nations rather puzzle their affairs, than 
bring them to an happy issue. 

From what lias been smd, I think I inay 
lay it down as a maxim, that every man of 
good common sense mav, if he pleases, in 
his particular station of life, most certainly 
be rich. T h e reason why we sometimes see 
that men of the greatest capacities are not 
so, is either because they despise wealth in 
comparison of something else; or at least 
are not contcnt to be getting an estate, un-
less they may do it in their own way, and 
at the same time enjoy all the pleasures 
and gt^tifications of life. 

But besides these ordinary forms of grow-
ing tich, it must be a l l o w ^ that there is 
room for genius as well in this as in all other 
circumstances of life. 

Though tlie ways of getting money were 
long sincc very numerous, and though so 
many new ones have been found out of late 
vears, there is certainly still remaining so 
large a field for invention, that a man of 
an indifferent head might easily a t diwn 
and draw up such a plan for the conduct 
and support of his lire, as was never yet 
once thought of. 

W c daily see methods put in practice by 
hungry and ingenious men, which demon-
strate the power of invention in this par-
ticular. 

I t is reported of Scaramouch, the first 
famous Italian comedian, that being at Paris 

this means he does not only maintain him-
self and his mother, but that he is laying up 
money every day, with a design, if the war 
continues, to purchase a drum at least, if 
not a pair of colours. 

I shall conclude these instances with the 
device of the famous Rabclws, when he 
was at a great distance from Paris, and 
without money to bear his expenses thither. 
T h e ingenious author being thus sharp-set, 
w t together a convenient quantity of brick-
dust, and having disposed of it into several 
papers, writ upon one, 'Poison for mon-
sieurj 'upon a second, 'Poisonfor the dau-

Bhin, ' and on a third, ' Poison fcr the king. ' 

[aving made a provision for Uie R o y ^ 
family of France, he laid his papers so that 
his landlord, who was an inquistive man, 
and a good subject, might get a sight of 
them. 

T h e plot succeeded as he desired. T h e 
host gave immediate intelligence to the 
secretary of state. T h e secretary pre-
sently sent down a spccial messenger, who 
brought up the traitor to court, and pro-
vided him at the king's expense with 
proper accommodations, on the road. As 
soon as he appeared, he was known to be 
the celebrated Rabdais , and his powder 
upon examination being found very inno-
cent, the jest was only laughed at; for which 
a less eminent droll would have been sent 
to the galleys. 

T r a d e and commerce might doubtless be 
still varied a thousand ways, out of which 
would arise such branches as have not yet 
been touchcd. T h e famous Dolly is stiL 
fresh in every one's memory, who raised a 
fortune by finding out materials for suck 
stuffs as might at once be chcap and gen-
teel. I have heard it affirmed, that had 
not ho discovered this frugal method of 
CTBtifying our pride, wc should hardly have 
been able to carry on the last war. 

I regard trade not only as highly advan-tageous to the commonwealth m general, 
and in great want, h e bethought himself of but as the most natural and likely method 
constantly plying near the door of a noted, of makinga man's fortune; havingobserved 
pei-fiimer m that city, and when any one i since m y t e i n g a Spectator in the world, 
came out who had been buying snuff, never greater estates about 'Change, than at 
foiled to desire a taste of them: when he XVhitehall or S a n t James's. I believe I 
had got together a quantity made up of mayalsoadd, that the first acquisitions are 
several diflFerent sorts, he .sold it ^ a i n at a generally attended with more satisfaction 
lower rate to the same perfumer, who find- and as good a conscience, 
ing out the trick, called it ' TaSac de miile i I must not however close this essay, 
fifuTB, or 'Snuff of a thousand flowers.' without observing that what has been said 

T h e story farther tells us, tha t bv this 
means he got a very comfortable siibast-
cncc, until making too much haste to grow 
rich, he one day took such an unreasonable 
pinch out of the box of a Swiss officer, as 
engaged him in a quarrel, and obliged him 
to quit this ingenious way of life. 

Korean I in this place omit doing justice 
to a youth of tny own country, who, though 
he is scarce yet twelve years old, has with 
CTeat industry and application attained to 
the art of beating the granadiers march on 

is only intended for persons in the common 
ways of thriving, and is not designed for 
those men who from low beginnings push 
themselves up to the top of states, and the 
most cmsiderable figures in life. Mv 
maxim of saving is not designed for such 
as these, since nothing is more usual than 
for thrift to disappoint the ends of ambi-
tion; it being almost impossible that the 
mind should oe intent upon trifles, while it 
is at the same time forming some great de-
sign. 
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I may therefore compare these men to a 
^ a t poet, who, as Longiiius says, while he 
is full of the most maijnificent ideas, is not 
always at Idsure to mind the little beauties 
and niceties of his art. 

I would, however, have all my readers 
take great care how they mistake them-
selves for uncommon geniuses, and men 
above rule, since it is veiy easy for them 
to be deceived in this particular. X. 

N o , 2 8 4 . ] Friday, January 2 5 , i r i l - 1 2 . 

pQ2thabui t a m e c iDorum m e a se i ia ludo.* 
Ftrg. Ect. VII. 17. 

Their m i r t h 10 s t a r e , I hid mybu»ii i«s» w a i t . 

AN affected behaviour is without ques-
tion a very great charm; but under the 
notion of being unconstrained and disen-
gaged, people take upon them to be uncon-
cerned m any duty of life. A general ne-
gligence is what they assume upon all 
occaaons, and set up Wr an aversion to all 
rnanner of business and attention. ' I am 
the carclessest creature in the world, I 
have certainly the worst memory of any 
man living,' are frequent expressions in the 
mouth of a pretender of this sort. It is a 
professed maxim with these people never 
to think; there is something so solemn in 
reflection, they, forsooth, can never give 
themselves time for such a wav of employ-
ing themselves. It happens often that this 
sort cf man Is heavy enough in his nature 
to be a good proficient in such matters as 
arc attainable by industrv; but alas! he has 
such an ardent desire to be what he is not, 
to be too volatile, to have the faults ot a 
pers™ of spirit, that he professes himsclt 
the most unfit man living for any manner 
of application. When this humour enters 
into the head of a female, she generally 
professes sickness upon all occasions, and 
acts all things with an indisposed air. !5he 
is offended, but her mind Is too lazy to raise 
her to anger, therefore she lives only as 
actuated by a violent spleen, and ^ n t l e 
scorn. She has hardly curiosity to hrten 
to scandal of her a c q u ^ t a n c e , and has 
never attention enough to hear them com-
mended, This affectation in both sexes 
makes them vain of being useless, and take 
acertain pride In their insignificancy. 

Opposite to this folly is another no less 
unreasonable, and thatis, the 'impertinence 
of being always in a hurry , ' T h e r e are 
those who %-islt ladies, and beg pardon, 
Ijeforc thev are well seated In their chairs, 
that thev just callcd in, but are obliged to 
attend business of importance elsewhere 
the verv next moment Thus they run 
from place to placc, professing that they 
are obliged to be still in another company 
than that which thev are in. These per-
sons who arc ju?t a going somewhere else 

* T t f Dwitw o r i e i m l l v pn - f l j ed to H i ! v«Pf 
' nM Iirrea w e r t a . — H o r . ' which i» n""* ' r a t 
nf No. 54. 

should never be detained: let all the world 
allow that business is to be minded, ana 
their affairs will be at an end. The i r 
vanity is to be importuned, and com])hance 
with their multiplicity of affnirs would ef-
fectually despatch them. T h e travelling 
ladies, who have half the town to see in an 
afternoon, mav be pardoned for being in a 
constant hurry; but it Is inexcusable m men 
to comc where thev have no business, to 
>rofess they absent themselves where they 
l a v e . It has been remarked by some nice 

observers and critics, that there is nothing 
discovers the true temper of a person so 
much as his letters. 1 have by me two 
epistles, which are written by two people 
of tlve different humours above mentioned. 
It is wonderful that a man cannot observe 
upon himself, when he sits down to write, 
but that he will gravely commit himself to 
paper the same man that he is in the free-
dom of conversation. I have hardly seen 
a line from anv of these gentlemen hut 
spoke them as absent from what they were 
doing, as they profess they are when they 
come into company. For the folly is, that 
thev have persuaded themselves they really 
are'busy. Thus their whole time is spent 
in suspense of the present moment to the 
next, and then from the next to the suc-
ceeding, which, to the end of life, u t o p a ^ 
away with pretcnce to many things, and 
execution of nothing. 

< S I R — T h e post isi\ist going out, and I 
have many other letters of verv great im-
portance to write this evening, but 1 couln 
not omit making my compliments to you 
for your clvilltics to me when I was last in 
town. I t Is mv misfortune to Ix: so full of 
buaness, tliat 1 cannot tell you a thousand 
things which I have to say to you. I must 
desire you to communicate the contents of 
this to no one living; but believe me to be, 
with the greatest fidelity, sir, your most 
obedient, humble servant, 

' S T E P H E N C O U R I E R . ' 

• MADAM,—I hate writing, of all t h i n « 
in the worid; however, though I have drank 
the waters, and am told I ought not to use 
my eyes so much, I cannot forbear writing 
to you, to tell you I have been to the last 
deCTee hipped since I saw you. How could 
you entertain such a thought, as that I 
should hear of that silly fellow with pa-
tience? Tsi^e my word for it, there Is no-
thing in it; and you may believe it when so 
lazy a creature as I am undergo the pains 
to assure you of it, by taking pen, ink, and 
paper inmv hand. Foi^vetl i is ; youknow I 
shall not often offend in this kind. 1 am 
verv much vour servant, 

• ' B R I D G E T E I T H E R D O W N . ' 

« T h e fellow is of your countn-; pr 'ythee 
send me word, however, whether he has so 
great an estate.' 

'Ian, 24, 1712. 
' MR. SPECTATOR,—I am clerk of the 
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parish from whencc Mrs. Simpcrsendsher 
complaint, in your Spectator of Wednesday 
last. I must beg of you to publish this as 
a ])ublic admonition to the aforesaid Mrs. 
Simper, otherwise all my honest care in 
the disposition of the greens in the church 
will have no effect; I shall therefore, with 
your leave, lay before you the whole mat-
ter. I was formerly, as she charges me, 
for several years a gardener in the county 
of Kent: but I must absolutely deny that it 
is out of any affection I retain for my old 
employment that I have placed my greens 
so iberally about the church, but"out of a 
particular spleen I conceived against Mrs. 
Simper (and others of the same sisterhood) 
some time ago. As to herself, I had one 
^ y set the hundredth psalm, and was sing-
ing the first lire in order to put the congre-
gation into the tune; she was all the while 
courteaying to Sir Anthony in so affected 
and indecent a manner, that the indigna-
tion I conceived at it made me forget my-
self so far , as from the tune of that p s ^ m 
to wander into Southwell tune, and from 
thence into Windsor tune, still unable tore-
cover myself, until I had with the utmost 
confu^on set a new one. Nay, I have often 
seen her rise up and smile, and courtesy to 
one at the lower end cf tlie church in the 
midst nf a Gloria Patr i ; and when 1 Iiave 
spoken the assent to a prayer with a long 
Amen, uttered with decent gravity, she has 
been rolling her eyes arouh^ about in such 
a manner, as plainly showed, however she 
w ^ moved, it was not towards a heavenly 
object In fine, she extended her con-
quests so far over t he males, and raised 
such envy in the females, that what be-
tween love of those, and the jealousy of 
these, I was almost the only person that 
looked in a prayer-book all church-time. 
I had several projects in my head to put a 
stop to this growing mischief; but as I have 
long lived in Kent, and there often heard 
how the Kentish men evaded the conquer-
or, by cairying green boughs over their 
heads, it jiut me in mind of practisii^ this 
device against Mrs. Simper. I find Ihave 
p r e s e r v ^ many young men from her eye-
shot by this means, therefore humbly prav 
the boughs may be fixed, imtil she shall 
p v e security for her peaceable intentions. 
Your humble sen'ant, 

T . ' F R . \ K C I S S T E R N H O L D . 

HAVIKG already treated of thefable, the 
characters, and sentiments in the Paradise 
Lost, we are in the last place to consider 
the language; and as the learned world is 
very much divided upon Milton as to this 
point, I hope they will excuse me if I ap-
pear particular in any of my opinions, and 
incline to those who judge the most advan-
tageously of the author. 

I t is requisite that the language of an 
heroic poem should be both perspicuous 
ajid sublime. In proportion as cither of 
these two qualities are wanting, the lan-
guage is imperfect Perspicuity is the 
first and most nea-ssary qualification; inso-
much that a good-natured reader some-
times overlooks a little slip even in the 
grammar or syntax, where it is impossible 
for him to mistake the poet's sense. Of 
this kind is that passage in Milton, wherein 
he speaks of Satan; 

N a 285.] Salurday, January'26, 1?13-I2. 
Tfc, qiiicunquc Deufl. t juicunqiie adhibcbi tur lieroi, 
Bog&li ^ B p e e l u s in a u r o nnpcr el n^iro. 
M i e K l iQ oFMciiras Itumjki wrmoQ? l a b e m a E ' 
A m , dum v i ia t bumum, n u l w s e l i n a n i a captcl . 

Bit. ̂ rt Pea. ver. 5S7. 
P n l t h f o they did not wTon» themselTea n mueh, 
T o inake a god, a h r ro , <it a k i n f , 
^ t r i p t off hia fOldeii c rown, and p i r p t e robe) 
De«eeBd to a mechanic d i a l ec t ; 
Nc»r (to evoia meannesa) aoariiig liigb, 
W i l b empty loimd, a n d &iry nut icna, fly. 

God and his Son « i cep t . 
Crested th ing n o u s b t »alii 'd he nor a l u n n ' i : 

and that in which he describes Adam and 
Eve: 

A d a m the y o o d l l ^ t m a n of men since bor^ 
U i i BODS, tba fa i res t of her daughte r s E r e . 

It is plain, that in the former of these 
passages, according to the natural syntax, 
the divine persons mentioned in the first 
line are represented as created beings; and 
that, in the other, Adam and Eve are con-
founded with their sons and daughters. 
Such little blemishes as these, wlien the 
thought is great and natural, we should 
with Horace, impute to a pardonable in-
advertency, or to the weakness of human 
nature, which cannot attend toearh minute 
particular, and give the last finishing to 
eveiy circumstance in so long a work. T h e 
ancient critics, therefore, who wereactua-
ted by a sjiitit of candour, rather than that 
of cavilling, invented certain figures of 
speech, on purposes to palliate little errors 
of this nature in the w r i t i n p of those au-
thors who had so many greater beauties to 
atnne for them. 

If clearness and perspicuity were only 
to be consulted, the poet would have no-
thing else to do but to clothe his thoughts 
in the most plain and natural expressions. 
But since it often happens that the most ob-
vious phrases, and those which are used in 
onlinary conversation, bec/>me too familiar 
to the ear, and contract a kind of meanness 
by passing through the mouths of the vul-
gar; a p o « should take particular cai-e 
to guard himself against idiomatic ways of 
sp:akiiig. Ovid and Lucan have manv 
poornesses of expression upon this account, 
as taking up with the first phi-ascs that of-
fered, without putting themselves to the 
trouble of looking after such as would not 
only have been natural, but also elevated 
and sublime. Milton has but few failings 
in this kind, of which, however, you may 
meet with some instances, as in the follow-
b g passages: 
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E m h r r e s t n d id io t i , oremitps and f r inrs . 
W h i l e , Mnflt , snil j i a y , w l i h i l l t rumpery . 
}Isre |>ilKrim!t ronm^ 
A wKile diKoi i rse t h f y h o l d , 
N o f p a r iesl d i n n e r cnol; w h e n l l jus b e f s n 
Our au ih r i r— 
'Who or all to fucceed. bnC f^clinjf 
Thu evil on h im hroucli l b j me, wi l l cores 
My h^ad, ill f a r e our anc»*»tor impure, 
For Ibis we m a y I h a n k A i a m . 

T h e great masters in composition know 
vety well that many an elegant phrase be-
conies improper for a poet or aii orator, 
when it has been debased by commfTi use. 
For this reason the works of ancient au-
thors, which are written in dead languages, 
have a ^ e a t advantage over those which 
are written in languages that are now 
spoken. W e r e there any mean phrases 
or idioms in Virgil or Homer, they would 
not shock the ear of the most delicate 
modem reader, so much as they would 
have done that of an old Greek or Ro-
man, because we never hear them pro-
nounced in our streets, or in ordinary con-
versation. 

It is not therefore sufficient, tha t the 
l a n g u a ^ of an epic poem be perspicuous, 
unless it be also sublime. T o this end it 
ought to deviate from the common forms 
and ordinary phrases of speech. T h e judg-
ment of a poet Tery much discovers itself 
in shunning the common roads of expres-
sitMi, without fallinginto such ways of speech 
as may seera stiff iind unnatural: he must 
not swell into a false sublime, by enilea-
vouring to avoid the other extreme. 
Among the Greeks, iEschvlus, and some-
times Sophocles, were guilty of this fault; 
among the Latins, Claudian and Statius; 
and among our own countrymen, Shak-
speare and Lee. In these ' authors the 
affectation of greatness often hurts the 
perspicuity of the style, as in many others 
the endeavour after perspicuity prejudices 
its greatness. 

Aristotle has observed, that the idiomatic 
stide may be avoided, and the sublime 
formed by the following methods. First, 
bv the use of metaphors; such arc those of 
M i l t o n . 

ImMTR'lis'd i n one ano the r ' s a r m s . 
- A n d in hifl hand s reed 

Stood ivavinK iip( w i t h I^re.-
T h e grassy clods n o w ealv 'd 
S p a n g W w i t h e f « 

In these, and innumerable other in-
^ n c e s , the metaphors are very bold but 
just: I must however observe, that the meta-
phors are not so thick sown in Milton, 
which always savours too much of wit: 
that they never clash with one another, 
which, as Aristotle observes, turns a sen-
tence into a kind of an enigma or riddle; 
and that he seldom has recourse to them 
where the proper and natural words will 
do as well. 

-Another w.iy of raising the language, and 
p v m g it a poetical turn, is to make use of 

the idioms of. other tongues. Virgil is full 
of the Greek forms of speech, which the 
critics call Hellenisms, as Horace in his 
odes abounds with them much more than 
Virgil. I need not mention the several 
dialects which Honier has made use of for 
this end. Miltim, in conformity with the 
practice of the ancicnt poets, and with 
Aristrt le 's rule, has infiised a great many 
Latinisms, as well as Grccisms, and some-
times Hebraisms, into the language of his 
poem; as towards the beginning of it. 

N o r did tbey not perr' ' iTP thp evi l p l i sb t 
In w h i c h Ihey were , o r Ih'' fiTce p v n s n^'t f^ol, 
Yet to the i r j r^neraf* voice i b e ? stxtn t hey ' d— 

^Wbo shall t empt w i t h w a n d ' r i n ^ ftel, 
ITie d a r k unho t tnm 'd inf in i te abyE»: 
And Through the palpable ohsc i r e dnd out 
His uncou th w a v , or spread hia a i ry flisbt 
Upborn wi th inde fa t i s ab le vri j igi 
Over tlw v a s t ab rup t 

bo th a t t e n d 
In tbe v is ions of God . Boot 4. 

Under this head may be reckoned the 
placing the adjective after the substantire, 
the transposition of words, the turning the 
adjective into a substantive, with several 
other foreign modes of speecji which 
this poet has naturalized, to give his verse 
the greater sound, and throw it out of 
prose. 

T h e third method mentioned by Aristo-
tle, is what agrees with the genius of the 
Greek languageinorethan with that of any 
other tongue, and is therefore more used 
bv I lomer than bv any othei )oet; I mean 
the lengthening of a phrase by the addition 
of words, which may either be inserted or 
omitted, as also by the extending or con-
tracting of particular words by trie inser-
tion or omission of certain sylla&les. Milton 
has put in practice this method of raising 
his language, as far as the nature of our 
tongue will permit, asin the passage above-
mentioned, eremite, for what is hermit 
in common discourse. If you observe the 
measure of his verse, he ha-s with great 
judgment suppressed a syllable in several 
wonls, and shortened those of two syllables 
into one; by which method, besides the 
above mendoned advantage, he has given 
a greater variety to his numbers. But this 
practice is more particulariy remarkable 
tn the names of persons and countries, as 
Beelzebub, Hesscbon, and in many other 
particulars, wherein he has cither changed 
the name, or made use of that which is not 
the most commonly known, that he might 
the better deviate from the language of the 
vule;ar. 

T h e same reason recommended to him 
several old words, which ^ s o makes his 
poem appear t i ic more venerable, and gives 
it a greater air of antiquity. 

I must likewise take notice, tha t there 
a re in Milton several words of his own 
coining, as ' cerbei^an, miscreated, hell-
doomed, embryon, atoms, and many others. 
If the reader is offended at this liberty in 
our English Poet, I would rccommend to 
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liim a discourse in Plutarch, which shDws 
us how frequently Homer has made use of 
the same llbertv, 

Milton, bv the above-mentioned helps, 
and by the choice of the noblest words and 
phrases which our tongue would afford 
him, has carried our l a n ^ i ^ to a greater 
height than any of the EnsUsh poets have 
tver <lone before or .ifter him, and made 
the sublimity of his style e q u i to that of 
his sentiments. 

I have been the more pirticular in these 
observations on Milton's style, because it is 
in that part of him in wfiich he appears 
the most singiilai". T h e remarks I have 
here maiie upon the practice of other poets, 
with my observations out of Aristotle, will 
perhaps alleviate the prejudice which some 
have taken to his poem upon this account; 
though, after all, I must confess that I think 
his style, though admirable in general, is 
in some places too much stiffened and ob-
scured bv the f l u e n t use of those me-
thods which Aristotle has prescribed for 
the raising of it. 

This rMundancy of those several ways 
of speech which Aristotle r.alls 'foreign lan-
guage, and with which iVIilton has so very 
much enriched, and in some places dark-
ened the lansiiage of his poem, was the 
more proper for his use, because his pwm 
is written in blank verse. Rhyme, with-
out any other assistance, throws the Ian-1 
guage off from prose, anil very often makes 
an indifferent phrase pass unregarded; but 
where the verse is not built upon rhymes, 
there pomp of sound and energy of ex-
pression are indispensablj'necessarv to sup-
port the style and keep it from falling into 
the flatness of prose. 

Those whohavenot a taste for this eleva-
tion of style, and are apt to ridicule a poet 
when he departs from the common forms 
of expression, •vraild do well to see how 
Aristotle ha-s treated an ancient author 
called Euclid, for his insipid mirth upon 
this occasion. Mr . Dryden used to call 
these sort of men his prose-critics. 

I should, under this head of the language, 
consider Milton's numbers, in which he has 
made use of several elisions, that are not 
customarv among other Englisli poets, as 
may be particularlv observed in his cut-
ting off the letter V, when it pi-ecedes a 
vowel. This, and some other innovations 
in the measure of his verse, has varied his 
numbers in such a manner, as makes them 
incapable of satiating the ear, and cloying 
the reader, which the same uniform mea-
sure wouid cenainly have done, and which 
the perpetual returns of rhyme never fail 
to do in long narrative poems. I shall close 
these reflections upon the l a n g u a ^ of Para-
dise Lost, with observing, tha t Milton has 
cojried after Homer rather than V i r^ l in 
the length of his periods, the copiousness 
of his phrases, and the running of his 
verses into one another. 

L . 

No. 286.] Monday, January 28, lMl-12. 
N o m i n a hmies ia p r e t f n i i u n l u r Titii«. 

r a t i l . A n n Lib . l i v . e. 21. 

Specioua n a m e s are Icni to covpr v iwfc 

'York, Jan. 18, i n i - 1 2 . 
' MB. SPECTATOR,—T pretend not to in-

form agentlemanof so muc(ita.ste, whenever 
he pleases to use it; but it mav ncf be amiss 
to inform your readers, that there is a false 
delicacy, as well as a true one. True deli-
cacy, as I take it, consists in cxactncss of 
judgment and dignitv of sentiment, or, if 
you will, purity of affection, as this is op-
jxised to corruption and grossncas. T h e r e 
are pe'lants in nrceiling, as well as in learn-
ing. T h e eye that cannot bear the light is 
not delicate, but sore. A good constitution 
appears in the soundness and vigour of the 
parts, not in the squeamishness of the sto-
mach;and a false delicacy is affectation, not 
politeness. W h a t then can be the stand-
ard of dclicacv, but truth and virtue? Vir-
tue, which as tbe satirist long since obscr\-cd, 
is real honour; whereas the other distinc-
tions among mankind are merely titular. 
Judging bv that rule, in niy opinion, and 
in that of many of your virtuous female 
readers, you arc so far from deserving Mr. 
CourOy's accusation, that you seem toe 
gentle, and to allow too many excuses for 
an enormous crime, which is the reproach 
of the age, and is in all its branches and 
degrees expressly forbidden by that reli-
gion we pretend to profess; and whose laws, 
in a nation tha t calls itself Christian, one 
would think should take placc of those 
rules which men of corrupt minds, and 
those of weak understandings, follow. I 
know not any thing more pernicious to 
good manners, than the giving fair names 
to foul actions: for this confounds vice and 
virtue, and takes off that natural hon-or we 
have to evil. An innocent cr taturc. who 
would start at the name'of strumi>et, may 
think it pretty to be call«l a mistress, es-
pecially if her seducer has taken care to 
inform her, that an union of heart is the 
principal matter in the sight of heiven, 
and that the business at church is a mere 
idle ccremonv. W h o knows not that the 
difference bkween obscene Hiid modest 
words expressing the same action, consists 
onlv in the accessary idea; for there is 
nothing immodest in letters and syllables. 
Fornication and adultery are modest words; 
because they express an evil action as 
criminal, and so as to excite horror and 
aversion; whereas words representag the 
pleasure rather than the sin, are, for this 
reason, indecent and dishonest. \ our pa-
pers would be chargeable with something 
worse than indelicacy, they would be im-
moral, did you treat the detestable sins at 
uncleamiess in the same manner as you 
rallv an impertinent self-love, and an art-
ful 'glance; as those laws would be very 
unjust that should chastise murder and 
petty larceny with the same punishment. 
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Even delicacy requires tha t the pity shown 
to distressed indigent wickedness, first 
betrayed into and then expelled the har-
bours of the brothel, should be changed to 
detestation, when we consider pampered 
•vice in the habitations of the wealthy. T h e 
most fre« person of quality, in Mr. Coiirt-
ly's phrase, that is, to speak properly, a 
•woman of figure who has forgot her birth 
and breeding, dishonoured her relations 
and herself, abandonedher virtueand repu-
tation, together with the natural modesty 
of her sex, and risked her very soul, is so 
far from desei-ving to be treated with no 
•worse ciiaracter than that of akind woman, 
which is, doubtless, Mr. Courtly's mean-
ing, (if he has any,) that one can scarce be 
too severe wi her, inasmuch as she ans 
against greater restriunts, is less exposed, 
and liable to fewer temptations, than beauty 
in poverty and distress. It is hoped, tlicre-
fore, sir," that you will not lay aside your 
generous design of exposing that monsCrovis 
wickedness of the town, whereby a multi-
tude of innocents are sacrificcd in a more 
barbarous manner than those who were of-
fered to Moloch. T h e unchaste are pro-
voked to see their vice exposed, and the 
chaste cannot i-ake into such filth without 
danger of dciilement; but a mere spectator 
may look into the bottom, and come off 
•without partaking in the guilt. T h e doing 
so will convince us you pursue public good, 
and not merely your own advantage; but if 
your zeal slackens, how can one h d p tliink-
mg that Mr. Courtlv's letter is but a feint 
to get off from a su'bject, in which e i t h ^ 
your own, or the private and base ends <il 
others to whom you are partial, or thos^ 
of whom you are afraid, would not endure 
a reformation?—I am, sir, your humble ser-
vant and admirer, so long as you t r e M in 
t he paths of truth, virtue, and honour. 

• Trin. Coll. Cantab. Jan. 12,1711-12. 
' M a . SPECTATOR,—It is mv fortune to. 

have a chamber-fellow, with whom, though 
I agree very well in many sentiments, yet 
there is one' in which we are as contrary as 
light and darkness. W e are both in love. 
His mistress is a lovely fair, and mme a 
lovely brown. Now as the praise of a i r 
mistresses' beauty employs much of our 
time, we have f r ^ u e n t quarrels in enter-
ing upon that subject, while each says all 
h e can to defend his choice. For my own 
p a n , I have racked my fancy to the ut-
most; and sometimes with the greatest 
warmth of ima^nation have told him, that 
night was made before day, and many more 
fine things, though without any effect; nay, 
last night I could not forbear saying, with 
more heat than judgment, that the devil 
ought to be pwnted white, Now my deare 

me with less repining allow that of my 
chamber-fellow. I know veiy well that . 
have Jack Cleveland* and Bond's Horace 
on my side; but then he has such a band of 
rhymers and romance-writers, with which 
he opposes me, and is so continually chiming 
to the tune of golden tresses, yellow locks, 
milk, marble, ivory, silver, swans, snow, 
daisies, doves, and the Lord knows what, 
which he is always sounding with so much 
vehemence in my ears, that h e often Jiuts 
me into a brown study how to answer him; 
and 1 find that I am in a f d r way to be quite 
confounded, without your timely assistance 
afforded to, sir, your'humble scn-ant, 

Z. ' P H I L O B R U N E . ' 

No. 28r.] Tunday, January 29, 1711-12. 

teroiflispute between us: wmcn wiu a i d e r 
furnish me with fresh and p r e v ^ i n g argu-
ments to maiutain my own taste, or make 

f i ei)L7«T,r y f^'t* " 
TsK »-» — Jlfenand. 

Drir n«liT< land, hnw do the good and wine 
Thy happy clime and COHDH?!! b l m i n s s prise I 

I LOOK upon it a s a peculiar happiness, 
that were I to choose of what religii'n I 
would he, and under what government I 
would live, I should most certainly give the 
preference to that form of religion and go-
vernment which is established in my own 
country. In this point I think I am deter-
mined by reason and conviction; but if 1 
shall he told that I am actuated by preju-
dice, I am sure it is an honest prejudice, it 
is a prejudice that arises from the love of 
my country, and therefore such a one as I 
will always indulge. I have in several pa-
pers endeavoured to express niy duty and 
esteem for the church of England, and de-
sign this as an essay upon the civil part of 
our constitution, having often entertained 
mvself •with reflections on this subject, 
wfiich I have not met with in other writers. 

Tha t form of government appears to me 
the most reasonable which is most con-
formable to the equality tha t we find in 
human nature, provided it he consistent 
with public peace and tranquillity. T h i s 
is what may properly be called liberty, 
which exempts one man from subjection to 
another, so far as the order and economy 
of government will permit. 

Liberty should reach every hidividual of 
a people, as they all share one common 
nature; if it only spreads among particular 
branches, there had better l}e none at all, 
since such a libi-rty only aggravates the 
misfortune of those who are deprived of it, 
by setting before them a disagreeable sub-
ject of comparison. 

This liberty is best presented where the 
legidative power is lodged in sev eral a r -
sons, especially if those persons are of dif-
ferent ranks and interests; for where they 
are of the same rank, aJid consequently 
have an interest to manage peculiar to that 
rank, it differs but little from a despotical 

• See aere lmid 'B PMIM, 1853,24ino. " T b e Btnsei ' 
Fe« l ivs l , "p . 1. 
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government in a. single person. But the 
greatest security a people can have for 
their liberty, is when the legislative power 
is in the hands of persons so happily dis-
tinguished, that bv providing for the par-
ticular interests of their several ranks, they 
are Providing for the whole body of the 
peopl le; or in other words, when there is 
no par t of the people that has not a com-
mon interest with at least one par t of the 
lepslators. 

I f there be but one body of legislators, it 
IS no better than a tyranny; if there are 
only two, there will want a casting voice, 
and one of them must at length be swal-
lowed up by disputes and contentions that 
will necessarily arise between them, Four 
would have the same inconvenience as two, 
and a greater number would cause too much 
confusion. I could never read a passage 
in Polybius, and another in Cicero, to this 
purpose, without a secret pleasure in ap-
plying it to the English constitution, which 
It suits much better than the Roman. Both 
these great authors give the pre-eminence 
to a mixed government, consisting of three 
branches, the regal, the noble, and the po-
pular. T h e y had doubtless in their thoughts 
the constitution of the Roman common-
wealth, in which the consul represented 
the king, the senate the nobles, and the 
tribunes the people. Th i s diviaon of the 
three powers in the Roman constitution, 
was by no means so distinct and natural as 
it is in the English form of government 
Among several objections that might be 
made to it, I think the chief are those that 
affect the consular power, which had only 
the ornaments without the forcc of the r e g ^ 
authority. T h e i r number had not a cast-
ing voice ill i t ; for which reason, if one did 
not chance to be employed abroad, while 
the other sat at home, the public business 
was sometimes at a stand, while the consuls 

SuUed two different ways in it. B<sl<les, I 
0 not find that the consuls had ever a 

negative voice in the passing of a law, or 
decree of the senate: so that indeed they 
were ra ther the chief body of the nobility, 
or the first ministers of state, than a dis-
tinct branch of the sovereignty, in which 
none can be looked upon as a part , who are 
not a par t of the legislature. Had the con-
suls been invested with the regal authority 
to as great a degree as our raonarchs, there 
would never have been any occasion for a 

which had in'it the power of 
all the three orders, and ended in the sub-
version of the whole constitution. 

Such a history as that of Suetonius, which 
gives us a succession of absolute princes, is 
to me an unanswerable argument against 
despotic power. W h e r e tlie prince is a 
man of wisdom and virtue, it is indeed 
happy for his people that he is absolute; 
but since in the common run of mankind, 
for one that is wise and good von find ten 
of a contrary character, it is veiy dangerous 
for a nation to stand to its chance, or to 

have its publichappiness or misery depend 
on the virtue or vices of a single person. 
Look into the history I have mentioned, or 
into any series of absolute princes, how 
many tyrants must you read through, be-
fore p u come to an emperor that is sup-
pomble . But this is not all; an honest 
private man often grows cruel and aban-
doned, when converted into an absolute 
prince. Give a man power of doing what 
he pleases with impunity, you extinguish 
his fear, and consequentlv overturn in him 
one of the great pillars of morality. T h i s 
^ we find confirmed by matter nf fact. 
How many hopeful heirs apparent to grand 
empires, when in the possession of them, 
have become such monsters of lust and 
cruelty as are a reproach to human nature! 

Some tell us we ought to make our go-
vernments on earth like that in heaven, 
which, they say. is altogether monarchical 
and unlimited. W a s man like his Creator 
in goodness and justice, I should be for fol-
lowing this great model; but where good-
ness and justice arc not essential to the 
ruler, I would bv no means put mvself into 
his hands to be disposed of accori ing to his 
particular will and pleasure. 

I t is odd to consider the connexion be-
tween despotic government and barbari ty, 
smd how the making of one pi-rson more 
than m M makes the res t less. Above nine 
par ts of the world in ten are in the lowest 
state of slavery, and consequentlv sunk in 
the most gross and brutal i ^ o r a n c e E u -
ropean slavery is, indeed, a'state of liberty, 
if compared with that which prevails in 
A e other three divisions of the world; and 
therefore it is no wonder that those who 
grovel under it have manv tracks of light 
among them, of which the others are wholly 
destitute. 

Riches and plenty are the natural f rui ts 
of liberty, and where these abr.und, learn-
ing and all the liberal ar ts will immediately 
lift up their heads and flourish. As a man 
must have no slavish fears and apprehen-
sions hanging upon his mind, who will in-
d u t o the flights of fancy or speculation, 
and push his researches into all the ab-
struse coiners of t ruth, so it is necessarj-
for him to have about him a competency of 
all the conveniences of life. 

T h e first thing eveiy one looks after, is 
to provide himself with necessaries. Th i s 
point will engross our thoughts until it be 
satisfied. If this is taken care of to our 
hands, we look out for pleasures and amuse-
ments; and among a great number of idle 
people, there will be many whose plea-
sures will lie in reading and contemplation. 
These are the two great sources or know-
ledge, and as men g i i w wise they naturally 
love to communicate their discoveries; and 
others seeing the happiness of such a learned 
life, and improving hy their conversation, 
emulate, imitate, and surpass one another, 
until a nation is filled with races of wise and 
undcrstandmg persons. Ease and plenty 
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are therefore the great cherishers of know-
ledRC; and as most of the despotic govcm-
ments of the world have neither of them, 
they are naturallv overrun with ignorance 
and harharity. In Europe, indeed, notwith-
stfmdinK several of its princes are absolute, 
there are men famous for knowledge and 
learning; but the reason is, because the 
subjects are many of them rich and weakhv, 
the prince not thinkins- fit to exert himself 
in his full tyranny, like the princes of the 
eastern nations, lest his subjects should be 
Invited to new-mould their constitution, 
having so manv prospccts of liberty within 
their view, But in all despotic govern-
ments, though a particular prince may fa-
vour arts and letters, there is a natural 
degeneracy of mankind, as you may observe 
from Augustus's reign, how the Romans 
lost themselves by degrees until they fell 
to an equality wicfi the most barbarous na-
tions that surrounded them. Look upon 
Greece under its free states, and vou would 
think its inhabitants lived in different cli-
mates, and under different heavens, from 
those at present, so different are the ge-
niusses which are formed under Turkish 
slavery, and Grecian liberty. 

Besides poverty and want, there are other 
reasons that debase the minds of men who 
live under slavery, though I look on this as 
the principal. T h e natural tendency of des-
potic power to ignorance and barbarity, 
though not insisted upon by others, is, I 
think, an unanswerable argument against 
that form of government, as it shows how 
repugnant it is to the good of mankind, and 
the perfection of human nature, which 
ought to be the great ends of all civil in-
stitutions. L. 

No. 288.] ff'edTiesdoy, Jan. 30, 1711-12. 

^ P a v o r est u t r iqne molestus . 
H t r . Lib. 1. Ep. Tl-10. 

Bdlb fear al ike. 

'MR. SPECTATOR,—When you spoke of 
the jilts and coquettes, vou then promised 
to be very impartial, and not to spare even 
your own sex, should any of their secret or 
open faults come under your cc^izance; 
which has given me encouragement to de-
scribe a certain species of mankind under 
the denomination of male jilts. They arc 
gentlemen who do not design to marry, yet 
that they mav appear to have some sense 
of gallantry, think they must pay their dc-
vcMrs to one particular fair: in order to 
which, they single out from amongst the 
herd of females her to whom they design 
to make their fruitless addresses. This 
done, thcv first take every oppoitunity of 
'^iog in her company, and then never fail 
upon all occasions to be particular to her, 
laying themselves at her feet, protestins: 
the reality of their passion with a thousand 
oaths, soliciting a return, and saying as 
many fine things as their stock of wit will 

allow; and if they are not deficient that 
way, generally speak so as to adir-.it of a 
double interpretation; which the crcdulous 
fair is too apt to turn to her own advantage, 
since it frequently happens to be a raw, in-
nocent young creature, who thinks all the 
world as sincere as herself, and so her un-
wary heart becomes an easy prey to those 
dec&tful monsters, who no sooner perceive 
it, but immediately they grow cool, and 
shun her whom they before seemed so 
much to admire, and proceed to act the 
same cr>mraon-place villany towards an-
other. A coxcomb, flushed with many of 
these infamous victories, shall say he is 
sorry for the poor fools, protest and vow 
he never thought of matrimony, and won-
der talking civilly can be so strangely mis-
interpreted. Now, Mr . Spectator, you that 
arc a professed friend to love, will, I hope, 
observe upon those who abuse that nonle 
passion, and raise it in innocent minds by 
a dcceitful affectation of it, after which they 
desert the enamoured. Pray bestow alit t le 
of your counsel on those fond believing fe-
males who already have, or are in danger 
of haying broken hearts; in which you will 
oblige a great part of this town, but in a 
particular manner, sir, your (yet heart-
whole) admirer, and devoted humble ser-
vant, M F X A I N I A . ' 

Meliunia's complaint is occasion^ by so 
general a folly, that it is wonderful one 
rx)uld so long overlook it. But this false 
gallantry proceeds from an impotence of 
mind, which makes those who are guilty 
of it incapable of pursuing what they them-
selves approve, Many a man wishes a 
woman his wife whom he dare not take for 
such. Though no one has power over his 
inclinations or fortunes, he is a slave to 
common fame. For this reason, I think 
Melainia gives them too soft a name in that 
of male coquettes. I know not why irreso-
lution of mind should not be more con-
temptible than impotence of body; and 
these frivolous admirers would be but ten-
derly used, in being only included in the 
same term with the in'sufBcient another 
way. They whom mv correspondent calls 
male coqueUes, should hereafter be called 
fribblers. A fribbler is one who professes 
rapture and admiration for the woman to 
whom he addresses, and dreads nothing 
so much as her consent His heart can 
flutter by the force of imagination, but can-
not fix from the forcc of judgment. I t is 
not uncommon for the parents of ycimg 
women of moderate fortune to wink at the 
addresses of fribblers, anil expose their 
children to the ambiguous behaviour which 
Melainia complains of, until by their fond-
ness to one they are to lose, they become 
incapable of love towards others, and by 
consequcnce, in their future marriage leaS 
a joyless or a miserable life. As, therefore, 
I shall in the speculations which regai-d 
love, be as severe as I ought on jilts and 
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libertine women, so will I be as little mer-
ciful tf» insignificant and mischievous men. 
In oi'dcr to thi^ all visitants who frequent 
families wherein there are young females, 
are forthwith reriuired to declare them-
selves, or absent from places where their 
presence banishes such as would pass their 
time more to the advantage of those whom 
they visit. It is a matter of too great mo-
ment to be dallied with; and I shall expect 
from all my young people a satisfactory ac-
count of appearances. Strephon has, from 
the publication hereof, seven davs to ex-
plain the riddle he presented to Eudamia; 
and Chloris an hour after this comes to her 
hand, to declare whether she will have 
Philotas, whom a woman of no less merit 
than herself, and of superior fortune, lan-
guishes to call her own. 

' To Che S/itcmior. 
' SiH,—Since so many dealers turn au-

thors, and write quaint advertisements in 
praise of their wares, one who, from an au-
thor turned dealer, may be allowed for the 
advancement of trade to turn author again. 
I will not however, se tup like some of them, 
for selling cheaj>er than the most able ho-
nest tradesman can; nor do I send this to 
be better known for choice and cheapness 
of China and Japan wares, tea, fans, mus-
lins, pictures, arrack, and other Indian 
goods. PlacedasIarainLeadenhall-strcet , 
near the India company, and the centre of 
that trade, thanks to iny fair customers, 
my warehouse is graced as well as the be-
nefit days of n y plays and operas; and the 
foreign goods f sell, seem no less accept-
able than the foreign books 1 translated, 
Habelais and Don Quixotte. This the cri-
tics allow rae, and while they lllte my wares 
they may dispraise my writings. But as 
it is not so well known yet, that I fre-

uently cross the seas of late, and speak in 
^utch and French, besides other langu^es, 

I have the conveniencv of bnying and im-
porting rich brocades, lJutch atlasses, with 
gold and silver, or without, and other fo-
reign silks of the newest modes and best 
fabrics, fine Flanders laces, linens, and pic-
tures, at the best hand; this my new way of 
trade I have fallen into, I cannot better 
]>iibli!,h than by an application to you. My 
wares are fit only for such as your readers; 
and I would beg of vou to print this ad-
dress in your paper, tfiat those whose minds 
you adorn may take the ornaments for their 
Mjrsons and houses from me. This, sir, if 
may presume to beg it, will be the greater 

favour, as 1 have lately received rich silks 
and fine lace to a considerable value, which 
will be sold cheap for a quick return, and 
as I have also a large stock of other goods. 
Indian silks were formerly a great branch 
of our trade; and sincc we must not sell 
them, we must seek amends by dealing in 
othei-s. This I hope will plead'for one who 
would lessen the number of teasers of tVe 
Muses, and who, suiting his spirit to his 

circumstanccs, humbles the poet to exalt 
the citizen. Like a true tradesman, I hardly 
ever look into any books but tliose of ac-
counts, To say the truth, I ciinnot, I think, 
give you a better idea of my being a down-
right man of traffic, than by acknowledg-
ing I oftener read the advertisements, than 
the matter of even your paper. I am under 
a great tempUticHi to take this opportunity 
of admonishing other writers to follow my 
example, and trouble the town no more; 
but as it is my present business to increase 
the number of buyers rather than sellers, I 
hasten to tell you that I am, sir, your most 
humble, and most obedient servant, 

T . ' P E T E R M O T T E U X . ' 

No.289.] Thursday, January 31,1711-12. 

T i t s suimziB brevis speoi nos v e l a t incltoam lon^a ia . 
B o r . O d . i f . L ib . 1 .15 . 

Li fe ' s span fiirbids Uft to extend our cares. 
And ftcrelcji our hopes beyoDd our years.—CVeeci. 

ng I 
the I often draw the eyes of the whole room 

upon me, when in' the hottest season of 
news, and at a time, perhaps, that the 
Dutch mail is just come in, they hear m t 
ask the coffee-man for his last week's bill 
of mortality. I find that I have been some-
times taken on this occasion for a parish 
sexton, sometimes for an undertaker, and 
sometimes for a doctor of phvsic. In this, 
however, I am guided by the spirit of a 
philosopher, as I take occasion from thence 
to reflect upcm the regtdar increase and 
diminution of mankind, and c«isider the 
several various ways through which we 
pass from life to eternity. I am very well 
pleased with these weekly ^motutions, 
that bring into my mind such thoughts as 
ought to be the daily entcrtainrnent of 
every reasonable creature; and can consi-
der with pleasure to myself, by which of 
those deliverances, or, as we commonly 
call them, distempers, I may possibly make 
my escape out of this world of sorrows, into 
that condition of existence, wherein I hope 
to be happier than it is possible for me a t 
present to CMiceive. 

But this is not all the use I make of the 
above-mentioned weekly jwper. A bill of 
mortalityis, in my opinion, an unanswerable 
argumentfbr aProvidence. How can we, 
witiiout stipposng ourselves mider the con-
stant care of a Supreme Being, give any 
possible account for that nice proportion, 
which we find in every great city between 
the deaths and births<>f its inhabitants, and 
between the imniber of males and that of 
females who are brought into the world? 
W h a t else could adjust in so cxact a man-
ner the recruits of every nation to its losses, 
and divide these new supplies of people 
into sucli equal bodies of both sexes? 
Chance could never hold tlie balance with 
so steady a hand. Were wc not ccnmted 
out by an intelligent supen-isor, we should 
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sometimes be overcharged with multitudes, 
and at others waste away into a desert; we 
should be sometimes a pofiulus virarum, 
as Floras elegantlv expresses it, a genera-
tion of males, and at othurs a species ot 
women. W e may extend this considera-
tion to every species of living creaturcs, 
and coiiMder the whole animal world as a 
huee army made up of innumeiable corps, 
if r may use that term, whose qaotas have 
been kept entire near five thousand years, 
in so wonderful a manner, that there is not 
probably a single species lost dunng this 
long tract of time. Could we have general 
bills of mortality of every kind of animals, 
or particular ones of every species in each 
continent and island, I could almost say m 
every wood, marsh, or mountain, what 
astonishing instances would they be ot that 
Providence which watches over all lus 

I have heard of a great man in the Ro-
mish church, who upon reading these 
•words in the fifth chapter of Genesis, ' And 
all the days that Adam lived were nine 
hundred and thirtv years, and he died; and 
all the days of Seth were nine hundred and 
twelve year«, and he died; and all thcdaysof 
Methuselah, wei-e nine hundred and sixty-
nine years, and he died;' immediately shut 
himself up in a convent, and retired from 
the world, as not thinking any thing in this 
life worth pursuing, which had not regard 
to another. , . 

T h e truth o f i t i s , there is nothing inlus-
tory which is so improving to the reader as 
those accounts which we meet w t h of the 
deaths of eminent persons, and of their l>e-
haviour in that dreadful season. I may also 
add, that there are no parts in history 
which affect and please the reader m so 
sensible a manner. T h e reason 1 tafee to 
be this, because there is no rther single 
circumstance in the story of any person, 
which can possibly be the case of eveir 
one who reads i t A battle or a triumph 
are conjunctures in which not one man in a 
million is likely W be engaged: but when 
we see a person at the point of death, we 
cannot forbear being attentive to every 
thin? he savs or does, because we are sure 
that some time or other we shall ourselves 
be in the same melancholy circumstances. 
T h e general, the statesman, or the philo-
sopher, are perhaps charactcrs which -we 
may never act in; but the dving m a m s one 
whom, sooner or later, we shall certainly 
resemble. , , 

It is, perhaps, for the same kmd ot rea-
son, that few books written in English have 
been so much perused as Dr. Sherlock's 
liiscourse upon Death; though at the same 
time 1 must own, that he who hath not pe-
rused this excellent piece, has not perhaps 
« a d one of the strongest persuasives to a 
religious life that ever was written m any 
l a n g u ^ e . 

The consideratibn with which I shall 
close this essay upon death, is one of the 
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most ancient and roost beaten morals that 
has been recommended to mankind. But 
its being so very common, and so univepally 
received, thoush it takes away from it the 
grace of noveltv, adds very much to the 
weight of it, as it shows that it falls in with 
the general sense of mankind. In short, I 
would have everv one consider that he ss m 
this life nothing' more than a passenger, 
and that he is not to set up his rest here, 
but to keep an attentive eye vipon that state 
of being to which he appnmches ^ e r v 
moment, and which will b e for ever fixed 
and puvmajient. This angle consideration 
woulil be sufficient to extinguish the bitter-
ness of hatred, the thirst of avance, and 
the cruelty of ambition. 

I am very much pleased with the passage 
of Antiphanes, a very ancient poet, who 
iived near an hundred years before So-
crates, which represents the life of a man 
under this view, as I have here translated 
it word for word. ' Be not grieved, says 
he, 'above measure for thy deceased 
friends. Thev are not dead, but have only 
finished that jbumey which it is necessary 
for everv one of us to take. e ourselves 
must go'to that great place cf reception in 
which they are all of them assembled, and 
in this genenil rendezvous of mankind, live 
together in another state of being.' 

I think I have, in a former paper, taken 
notice ĉ f those beautiful metaphors in 
scripture, where life is termed a pilgrim-
age, and those who pass through it are all 
callcd strangers and sojourners upon earth. 
1 shall conclvidc this with a story, which I 
have somewhere read in the travels of Sir 
John Chardin. T h a t gentleman, after 
having told us that the inns which receive 
the caravans in Persia, and the eastern 
countries, are called by the name of cara-
vansaries, gives us a relation to the follow-
ing purpose. 

A den-ise travelling through Tartary, 
being arrived at the town of Balk, went into 
the king's palace by mistake, as thinkmgit 
to be a public inn, or caravansary. Havmg 
looked about him for some time, he entered 
into a long gallen', where he laid down his 
wallet, and spread his carpet, m order to 
repose himse f upon it, after the manner of 
the eastern nations. He bad not been long 
in this posture before he was disaivered by 
some of the guards, who asked him what 
was his business in that place? T h e den i se 
told them he intended to take up his night's 
lodging in that caravansary. The guards 
iet him know in a very angTy manner, that 
the house he was in was not a caravansary, 
but the king's palace. It happened tha» 
the king himself passed through the gallery 
during this debate, and smiling at the mis-
take of the dervise, asked him how he could 
posably be so dull as not to distinguish a 
palace from a caravansary? ' Sir, ' says the 
dervise, 'give meleave to ask your majesty 
a question or two. W h o were the persons 
that lodged in this house when it was first 
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built?' T h e king replied, ' His ancestors.' 
' A n d who,' says the dervise, ' was the last 
person that lodged here?' T h e king re-
plied, ' His father.' ' A n d who is i t , ' savs 
the dervise, ' that lodges here at present?' 
T h e king told hini, that it was he himself. 
' And who,' says the der\-isc, 'wil l be here 
after you?' T h e king answered, ' T h e young 
prince his son.' ' A h , sir , 'said the dervise, 
• a house that changes its inhabitants so 
often, and receives such a perpetual suc-
cess-un of guests, is not a palace, bvit a 
caravansary.' L . 

No. 290.] Friday, February 1, 1711-12. 
Proj ici l ampul las e t t e squ ip fda l i a v e r t a . 

Bar. An Pxt.97.* 
F o r g e t i h i i swel l ing a n d g igan l ic wonia . 

RfiKmiHOK. 
THE players, who know I arn very much 

their fnend, take all opportunities to ex-

known only to particular tempers, yet in 
the above-mentioned considerations, the 
sorrow of the heroine will move even the 
generality of mankind. Domestic virtues 
concern all the world, and there is no one 
living who is not interested that Androma-
che should be an imitable character. T h e 
generous affection to the memory of the 
deceased husband, that tender care for her 
son, which is ever heightened with the 
consideration of his father, and these re-
gards preserved in spite of being tempted 
witli the possession of the highest great-
ness, are what cannot but be venerable 
even to such an audicnce as at present fre-
quents the English theatre. My friend 
Will Honeycomb commended several ten-
der things that were said, and told me they 
were verv genteel, but whispered me, that 
he feared the piece was not busy enough 
for the present taste. T o supply this, he 
recommended to the players to be very 
careful in their scenes, and above all things 
that every part should be perfectly new 
dressed. I was verv glad to find that they 
did not ncglectmy friend's admonition, be-

press a gratitude to me for being so. They 
could not have a betteroccasion of obliging 
me, than one which thev latelv took hold of 
Thev desired mv friend Wil l Hnncvromh . - - . . -
to bring me to the^eading rf a n"w t S - i a^f a great many in this class 
it is called T h e Distressed M o t h ^ T I ^ 

mdeed the truth is, that as to the work 
itself, it is every where Nature. T h e per-
sons are of the highest quality in life, even 
that of princes; but their quality is not re-
presented by the poet with directions that 
guards and waiters should follow them in 
every scene, but their grandeur appears in 

. . - . t -
must confess, though some days are passed 
ance I enjoyed that entertainment, the pas-
aons of the several characters dwell strong-
ly upon my imagination; and I congratu-
late the aM that they are at last to see 
truth and numan life represented in the 
incidents which concern heroes and hero-m u u u i ^ w u u i ^ n c e m n e r w s a n a t i e ^ g r e a t n e s s o f s e n t i m e n t . - f l o w i n g f r o m m i n d s 

figure. I t was a most exquisite pleasure to 
me to observe rea! tears drop from the eves 
of those who had long made it their profes-
sion to dissemble affliction; and the player 
who read, frequently threw down the book, 
until he had given vent to the liumanity 
which rose in him at some in-esistible 
touches of the imagined sorrow. AVe have 
seldom had any female distress on the stage, 
which did not, upon cool examinatirai, ap-
pear to flow from the weakness, rather 
than the misfortune of the person rcpre-
sented; but in this tragedy you are not en-
tertained with the ungovemed passions of 
such as are enamoured oT each other, 
merely as the>' are men and women, but 
their regards arc founded upon high con-
c e p t ' ^ s of each other's virtue and merit; 
and the character which gives name to the 
play, IS one who has behaved herself with 
heroic virtue m the most important circum-
siances of a female life, those of a wife, a 
Vldow, a^d a mother. If there be those 
whose m m ^ have been too attentive upon 
the affairs of hfc, to have any notion of the 
passion of love in such extremes as are 

• n i e original mot to to UIU paper ID folio » B I ' Spi-
ral trafiCMm bbM e! jchctter a^dtt.—JJor. 

t By Ambrose I tu l ip*. H w«e i rougt i t o u t a t Drurv-
Lane . ' 

rior thoughts and maxims of conduce " It 
is very certain, that many an honest woman 
would make no difficulty, though she liad 
been the wife of Hector," for the sake of a 
kingdom, to marry the enemy of her hus-
band's family and countiT; and indeed who 
can deny but she might be stiU an honest 
woman, but no heroine? T h a t may be de-
fensible, nay, laudable, in one character, 
which would be in the highest degree ex-
ceptionable in another. W h e n Cato Uticen-
cis killed himself, Cottius, a Roman of 
ordinary; quality and character, did the 
same thing; upon which one said, smiling, 
' Ctittius might have lived, though C i s a r 
has seized the Roman liberty.' Cottius's 
condition might have been the same, let 
things at the upper end of the world 
pass as they would. ^Vhat is fuither verv 
extraordinary in this work is, that the per-
sons are all of them laudable, and their 
misfortunes arise rather from unguarded 
virtue than propensity to vice. T h e town 
has an opportunity of doing itself justice 
in supporting the representations of pas-
sion, s o i T o w , indignation, even despair 
itself, within the rules of dccency, honour, 
and goo<l-b reed ins: and since there is none 
can flatter himself his life will be always 
fortunate, tliey may here sec sorrow as 
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