
conceives f rom the presen t season of the 
year , by the recommending of a prac t ice 
for which every one has sufficient abilities. 

I would have my readers endeavour to 
moralize this natural pleasure of the soul, 
and to improve this vernal dciight, as Mil-
ton calls it, into a Christ ian virtue. W h e n 
we find ourselves inspired with this p l e a a n g 
instinct, this secret satisfaction and compla-
cency arising from the beauties of the c rea -
tion, let us consider to whom w e stand in-
debted for all these entertainments of sense, 
and who it is t ha t thus opens his hand and 
fills the world with good. T h e apostle in-
structs us to t ake advantage of our present 
t emp e r of mind, to graft upon it such a re -
ligious exercise as is part icularly conform-
able to it, by tha t p r ecep t which advises 
those who a re sad to pray , and those who 
a re merry to sin^ psalms. T h e cheerful-
ness of hea r t which springs u p in us f rom 
t h e survey of na ture ' s works , is an admira-
ble preparat ion for gratitude. T h e mind 
has gone a grea t wav towards praise and 
thantsgiving, tha t is filled with such secret 
gladness—a grateful reflection on the su-
p r e m e cause who produces it , sanctifies it 
in the soul, and p v e s it its p rope r value. 
Such an habi tual disjwsltion of mind conse-
cra tes every field and wood, tu rns an ordi-
n a r v walk into a morning or evening sa-
crifice, and will improve those transient 
g leams of joy which natural ly brighten up 
and refresh the soul on such occasions, into 
a n inviolable and perpe tua l state of bliss 
and happiness. I-
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S « n e e o l l i c i c u r h(pe p K r i s e t mi i l ie tc i i l i a« l K r v i a e t ser-
T o r u n s i m i l i m i s litwria e a s e ^ r a i B : er i tvi ve ro h o m i n i 
«( e t q u e f i u n t j u d i e t o c e n o p o n d e r a n t i . p r o b a r i posse 
• ullomCMlo.—T^U-

I t is olivioii i t o SM. t h a i IhMC t h i n g i an- v e r ; a c u p l -
ab!« t o cf i i ldren. y o u n g w o m e n , a n d serr&Dls, a n d 10 
n i ch IS m o r t reeeni l i l ' w r v a n l i ; biit t h a i t b e y c a n by 
n n m e a n s m e e t w i t h Ihe a p p r o b a t i o n of people of 
t i i ougb l a n d considera i iOD. 

I HAVE been considering t h e l i t t le and 
frivolous things which give men accesses to 
one another, and power with each other, 
not only in the common and indifferent ac-
cidcnts of life, but also in mat ters of grea ter 
importance. You see in elections for mem-
bers to sit in par l iament , how fa r saluting 
rows of old women, dr inking wi th clowns, 
and b a n g upon a level with the lowest par t 
of mankind m tha t wherein they themselves 
a rc lowest, their diversions, will ca r ry a 
candidate. A capacity for prostituting a 
man's self in h i s behaviour, and descending 
to tlie present humour of the vul gar, is per -
haps as good an ingredient as any other for 
making a considerable figure in the world; 
and if a man has nothing else or be t te r to 
think of, he could not m a k e his way to 
wealth and distinction by p ropere r me-
thods, than studying t h e part icular bent or 
inclination of people wi th whom he con-

verses, and working f rom the observation 
of such the i r bias in all ma t t e r s wherein h e 
has any intercourse wi th t h e m : for his ease 
and comfort he may assure himself, h e need 
not be at the expense of any grea t talent or 
vir tue to please even those w h o a re pos-
sessed of the highest qualifications. Pr ide , 
in some par t icular disguise or other , (often 
a secret to the proud man h imse l f ) is t h e 
most ordinary spring of action among men. 
You need no more than to discover wha t a 
man values himself for ; then of all things 
admire t ha t quality, but be sure to be fa j l -
ing in i t yourself in comparison of the m a n 
whom you coutt . I have heard , o r read , 
of a secretary of state in Spain, who served 
a pr ince who was h a p p y in an elegant use 
of the La t in tongue, and often wri t de-
spatches in it with his own hand. T h e king 
showed his secre tary a le t ter h e had wr i t -
ten to a foreign prince, and, under the colour 
irf asking his advice, laid a t r a p for h i s ap -
plause. T h e honest man read it as a fa i th-
ful counsellor, and not only excep ted against 
his ty in^ himself down too m u c h by some 
expressions, but mended the phrase in 
others. You may guess the despatches 
tha t evening did not t ake much longer 
time. M r . Secretary as soon as h e came to 
his own house, sent for his eldest son, and 
communicated to h im tha t the fiimily m u s t 
re t i re out of Spain as soon as possible: *for , ' 
said he, ' the king knows 1 understand Lat in 
be t te r than h e docs. ' 

T h i s egregious fault in a man of the world 
should be a lesson to all w h o would m a k e 
their fortunes; b u t r e p r d must be carefully 
had to the pet^on with whom you have to 
do; for i t is not to be doubted but a great 
man of common sense mus t look wi th secret 
indignation, o r bridled laughter , on all t h e 
slaves w h o stand around nim wi th ready 
faces to approve and smile at all he says in 
the gross. I t is good comcdy enougli to 
observe a superior ta lking half sentences, 
and playing an humble admire r ' s counte-
nance f rom one thing to another , with such 
perplexi ty , t ha t h e knows not w h a t to sneer 
in approbation of. But this k ind of com-
plaisance is peculiarly the manne r of courts; 
in all o ther places you must constantly go 
fu r the r in compliance wi th the persons you 
have to do witii, t han a mere conformity of 
looks and gestures. If you a rc in a country 
life, and would be a leading man, a good 
stomach, a loud voice, and rustic cheerful -
ness, will go a great way, provided you a re 
able to dr ink, and drink any thing. But I 
was just now going to draw the manner of 
behaviour 1 would advise peo])le to practise 
under some max im; and intimated, t ha t 
every one almost was governed by his pride. 
T h e r e was an old fellow about forty years 
ago so peevish and f re t ful , though a man of 
business, t ha t no one could come a t h im; 
but h e f requented a par t icular little coffee-
house, where he t r iumphed over every body 
at t r ick- t rack and backgammon. T h e way 
to pass his office well, was first to be insulted 
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by him at one of those games in his leisure 
lioiir?; tor his vanity was to show that he 
was a man of pleasure as well as business. 
Nex t to this sort of insinuation, which is 
called in all places (from its taking its birth 
in the hous^o ld of princes) making one's 
court, the most prevailing way is, by what 
bettiT-brccl people call a present, the vul-
gar a bribe. I humbly conceive that such 
a thing is conveyed with more gallantry In 
a billet-doux that should be understood at 
the Bank, than In gross money: but as to 
stubborn people, who are so surly as to ac-
cept of neither note nor casli, having for-
merly dabbled in chemistry, I can only say, 
that one part of matter asks one thing, and 
another another, to make it fluent: but 
there is nothing but may be dissolved by a 
proper mean. Thus , the virtue which is 
too obdurate for gold or paper, shall nielt 
away very kindly in a liquid. T h e island 
of Barbadocs (a shrewd people) manage all 
thr i r appeals to Great Britain by a skilful 
distribution of dt ron water* among the 
whisperers about men in power. Generous 
wines do every dayprevai , and that in great 
poiius, where ten thousand limes their value 
would have been rejected with indignation. 

But, to wave the enumeration of the sun-
dry ways of applying by presents, bribes, 
management <x people's passions and affec-
tions, in such a manner as it shall appear 
tliat the virtue of the best man is by one 
method or other corruptible, let us look out 
for some expedient to turn those passions 
and afFectiwis on the side of truth and ho-
nour. W h e n a man has laid it down for a 
position, that parting with his integrity, in 
the minuter circumstance, is losing so much 
of his very self, self-love will become a vir-
tue. By this means good and evil will be 
the only objects of disDke and approbation; 
and he that injures any man, has effectually 
wounded the man of this turn as much as 
if the harm had been to himself. This 
seems to be the only expedient to arrive at 
an impartiality; and a man who follows the 
dictates of tn id i and right reason, may by 
artifice be led into error, but never can into 
guilt. T . 
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BEWARE of the ides of March, ' said the 
Roman augur to Julius Cesa r : ' Beware of 
the month of May, ' says the British Spec-
tator to his fair country-women. T h e cau-
tion of the first was unhappily neglected, 
and Cesar ' s confidence costhim his life. I 
am apt to flatter myself that my pretty 
readers had much more regard to the ad-
vice I gave them, since I have yet received 
very few accounts of any notorious trips 
made in the last month. 

* T f i c n c o m m o n l y Cft)l«d Barbadoea w a t e r . 

But, though I hope for the best, I shall 
not pronounce too |Misitively on this poitit, 
till 1 have seen forty weeks well over; at 
which pcrii>d of time, as my good friend 
Sir Roger has often told mw, he has more 
business as justice of peace, among the dis-
solute young people in the country, than a t 
any other season of the year. 

Jleither must I forget a letter which I 
received near a fortnight since from a lady, 
who, it seems, could hold out no longer, tell-
ing me she looked upon the month as then 
out, for that she had all along reckoned by 
the new style. 

On the other hand, I have great reason 
to believe, from s e v e r i angry letters which 
have been sent to me by disappointed lovers, 
that my advice has been of very signal ser-
vice to the fair sex, who, according to the 
old proverb, w e r e ' forewarned, forearmed. ' 

One of these gentlemen tells me, that he 
would have given me a hundred pounds, 
ra ther than I should have published that 
paper ; for that his mistress, who had pro-
mised to explain herself to him about the 
beginning of May, upon reading that dis-
course told him, that she would give him 
her answer in June. 

Thyrsis acquaints me, that when he de-
sired "Sylvia to take a walk in the fields, she 
told him, the Spectator had forbidden her. 

Another of my correspondents, who 
writes himself Mat Meager, complains 
that, whereas he constantly used to break-
fast with his mistress upon chocolate; going 
to wait upon her the first of May, he found 
his usual treat very much changcd for the 
worse, and has been forced to feed ever 
since upon green tea. 

As I begun this critical season with a 
caveat to the ladies, I shall conclude it 
with a congratulation, and do most l>eartily 
wish them joy of their happy deliverance. 

They may now reflcct with pleasure on 
the dangers they have escaped, and look 
back with as much satisfection on the perils 
that threatened them, as their great graiid-
m others did formerly on the bumin g plough-
shares, after having passed thr'iugh the 
ordeal trial. T h e instigations of the spring 
are now abated. T h e nightingale givts 
over her ' love-labour'd song,' as Milton 
phrases it; the blossoms are fallen, and the 
beds of flowers swept away by tlie scythe 
of the mower. 

I shall now allow my fair readers to 
return to their romances and chocoWe, 
provided they makeuse of them with mode-
ration, till about the middle of the month, 
when the sun shall have made some pro-
gress in the Crab. Nothing is more dan-
gerous than too much confidencc and secu-
rity. The Trojans, who stood upon their 
guard all the while the Grecians lay before 
their city, when they fancied tlie siege was 
rtused, ajid the danger past, the very 
next night burnt in their beds. I must also 
observe, that as in some climates there is 
perpetual spring, so in some female consu-
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tutions there is a perpetual May. These 
are a kind of vaktui inariaiis in chastity, 
wlioni I would continue in a constant diet. 
I cannot thinX these wholly out of danger, 
till they have looked upon the other sex at 
least five years through a pair of spectacles. 
W l i Honeycomb has often assured me, that 
it is much easier to steal one of this species, 
when she has passed her grand climacteric, 
than to carrj- off an icy girl on this side 
five-and-twenty; and tha t a rake of his ac-
quaintance, who had in vain endeavow-edto 
gain the affections rf a young lady of fifteen, 
had at last made his fortune by running 
away with her grandmother. 

But ss I do not deagn this speculation for 
the evergreens cf the sex, I'shall again ap-
ply myself to those who would willinKly 
Csten to the dictates of reason and virttxe. 
and can now hear me in cold b l o ^ . If 
there are any who have forfeited their inno-
cence, tliey must now consider themselves 
under tliat melancholv view in wliich Cha-
mont regards his sister, in those beautiful 
lines; 

-l/ing 9be flnurish'it, 
Gifw swwi townac. >1111 lori-lyto the eye. 
Till at thp lan • cruel fpailT cane, 
CmpHlii" fair Kae, »Bil rifted all iW SK-eeiness, 
Tbca Mat it like a loailiaomc weeil away." 

On the contrary, she who has obsen-ed 
the timely cautions I gave her, and lived up 
to the i-ules of modesty, will now flourish 
like ' a rose in June,' with all her -virgin 
blushes and sweetness about her. I must, 
however, desire these last to consider, how 
shameful it would be for a general who has made asucccssful campaign, to be surprised 
In his winter quarters. It would be no less 
dishonourable for a lady to lose, in any other 
month in the year, what she has been a t the 
pains to preserve in Mav. 

There is no charm in the female sex that 
can supply the pUce of virtue. Without 
innocence," beauty is unlovely, and quality 
contemptible; good-breeding degenerates 
into wantonness, and wit into imptidence. 
It is obser\'ed, that all the virtues are re-
pre&'nted by both painters and statuanes 
under female shapes; but if any of them has 
a more particular title to that sex, i t is mo-
desty. I shall leave it to the divines to 
guai^ them against the opposite vicft as 
they tnav be overpowered by t empt i t r a s . 
I t is sufficient for me to have warned them 
against it, as tliey may be led astray by in-
stinct. , . , 

1 desire this paper may be read with 
Wore than ordinary attention, at all tea-
tables wi tliin the cities of London and West-
roinster. 

ceived about half a year ago from a gentle-
man at Cambridge, who styles himself Pe-
ter de Quir. I have kept it by me some 
months; and, though I did not know at first 
what to make of it, upon my reading it over 
very frequenUy I have at last discovered 
several conceits in it; I would not therefore 
have my reader discouraged if he does not 
take them at the first perusal. 

' To the Sfiectator. 
' F r o m 91. J o h n ' s College, Cambr idse . Feb. 3, I712._ 

- SIR,—The monopoly of puns in this uni-
versity has been an immemorial privilege 
of the'Jiihnians:' and we can't help resent-
ine the late invasion of otir ancient rights as 
to'that particular, by a little pretender W 
clenching in a neighbouring college, who m 
application to you bv way of letter, a while 
ago, styled himself Philobi-une. Dear sir, 
as you are by charactcr a professed well-
wisher to speculation, you will excuse a re-
mark which this gentleman's passion for the 
brunette has suggested to a brother theorist; 
it is an offer towards a mechanical account 
of his lapse to punning, for he belongs to a 
set of mortals who value them selves upon an 
uncommon mastery in the more humane and 
polite parts of letters. 

• A conquest by one of this species _ot 
females gives a very odd turn to the m-
tellectuals of the captivated persOT, and 
very different from that way of thinking 
which a triumph from the eyes of another, 
more emphatically of the f ^ r sex, does ge-
nerally occasion. I t fills the imagination 
with an assemblage of such ideas and pic-
tures as are hardly any thing but shade, 
such as night, the devil, &c. T h e ^ p o ^ 
traitures very near overpower the light of 
the understanding, almost benight the fa-
culties, and give that melancholy tinctore 
to the most'sanguine complexion, which 
this gentleman cailsan inclination to be in a 
brown-study, and is usually attended with 
worse consequences in case of a repidse. 
D u n n ? this twilight of intellects the patient 
is extremely apt, as love is the most ivitty 
passion in nature, to offer at s^me pert sal-
lies now and then, by way of flourish, upon 
the amiable enchantress, and unfortunately 
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HAVING a great deal of business upon my 
hands at p r e ^ t , I shall beg the reader s 
leave to present him with a letter that 1 re-

. . . . : a i u m u i c - 1 , ; ' 
stumbles upon that mongrel miscreated (to 
speak in Miltonic) kind of wit, vulgarly 
termed the pun. I t would not be much 
amissto consult Dr. T — W (wljo .s 
certainly a very able projector, and whose 
svstem of divinity and spiritual mechanic-; 
obtains very much among the better part of 
our under-graduates) whether a general 
intermarriage, enjoined by parliament, be-
tween this sisterhood of the olive-beauties 
and the fraternity of the people called qua-
kers would not be a very serviceable ex-
pedient, and abate that overflow of light 
which shines within them so powertully, 
that it dazzles their eyes, and dances them 
into a tliousand vaganesof eiTor and enthu-

• T h e i t u d e m i of 8 i . John ' s Col l t fe . 
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siasm. These reflections m w impart some 
light towards a discovery of the origin of 
punning among us, and the foundation of its 
prevailing so long in this famous bodv. It 
IS notorious from the instance under consi-
deration, that it must he owingchiefly to the 
use of brown jugs, muddy bclch, and the 
fumes of a certain niemorable place of ren-
dezvous with us at meals, known by the 
name ofStaincoat Hole: for the atmosphere 
of the kitchen, like the tail of a comet, pre-
dominates least about tlie fire, but resides 
behind, and fills the fragrant receptacle 
above mentioned. Besides, it is further 
observable, that the delicate spirits among 
us, who declare against these nauseous pro-
ceedings, sip tea, and pu t up for critic and 
amour, profess likewise an ejiual abhor-
rence for punning, the ancient innocent di-
version <rf this societv. Af ter all, sir, though 
it may appear sometViing absurd that I seem 
to approach you with the air of an advocate 
for punning, (you who have justified your 
censures of the practice in a set dissertation 
upon that subject*) yet I am confident you 
•will think it abundantly atoned for by ob-
serving, that this humbler exercase may be 
as instrumental in diverting us from a n j in-
novating schemes and hypotheses in wit, as 
dwelling upon honest orthodox Ic^ic would 
be in securing us from heresy in religion. 
Had Mr. VV ^n'st researches been con-
fined within thebnunds of Ramus or Crack-
enthorp, that learned news-monger might 
have acquiesced in what the holy oracles 
pronounced upon the deluge l i t e other 
Christians; and had the surprising Mr . 
L - y been content with the employment 
of refinin;^ upon Shakspeare's points and 
quibbles (for which he must be allowed to 
have a superlati>'e genius,) and now and 
then penning a oaten or a ditty, instead 
of inditing odes and sonnets, the gentle-
men of the bon gout in the pit would 
never have been put to all that grimace in 
damning the frippery of state, the poverty 
and languor of thought, the unnatural wit, 
and inartificid structure of his dramas. I 
am. sir, your very humble sen ant, 

' P E T E R D E QUIR, ' 
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Dolor ipse d iaer tam 
Fecerat^ OeiV. Met- xiii. 2Q5-

J le r grief inapi ted b e r t b e n w i ih t l oquence -

A-s the stoic philosophers discard all pas-
sions in general, they will not allow a wise 
man so much as to pity the afflictions of 
another, ' If thou seest thy friend in trou-
ble , ' says Epictetus, ' thou ma^est put on a 
Itxik of sorrow, and condole with him, but 
take care that thy sorrow be not real. ' T h e 
more rigid of this sect would not comply so 
f a r as to show even such an outward ap-

• £ e e S p e c l . Ma. 6 1 t M r , Whis loB. 

pearance of grief; but when one told them 
of any calamity that had befallen even the 
nearest of their acquaintance, would imme-
diately reply, ' W h a t is that to me?' If vou 
a ^ r a v a t e d the circumstance of the afflic-
tion, and showed how one misfortune was 
followed by another, the answer was still, 
' A l l this may be true, and what is it to me?' 

For my own part, I am of opinion, com-
passion does not only refine and civilize hu-
man nature, but has something in it more 
pleasing and agreeable than what can be 
met with in such an indolent happiness, 
such an indifTerence to mankind, as that in 
which the Stoics placed their wisdom. As 
love is the most delightful passion, pity is 
nothing else but love softened by a degree 
of sorrow. In short, it is a kind of pleasing 
anguish, as well as generous sympatnv, that 
knits mankind together, and blends them in 
the same common lot. 

Thsse who have laid down rules for rhe-
toric or poetry, advise the writer to work 
himself up, if possible, to the pitch of sor-
row which he endeavours to produce in 
others. There are none therefore who stir 
up pity so much as those who indite their 
own sufferings. Grief has a natural elo-
quence belonging to it, and breaks out in 
more moving sentiments than can be sup-
plied by the finest imagination. Nature on 
this occasion dictates a t h o u s ^ passionate 
things which cannot be supplied by art. 

It is for this reason that the short s p ^ h c s 
or sentences which we often meet with in 
history make a deeper impression on the 
mind of the reader than the most laboured 
strokes in a well-written tragedy. T r u t h 
and matter of fact sets the person actually 
before us in the one, whom fiction places at 
a greater distance from us in the other. I do 
not remember to have seen any ancient or 
modem story more affecting than a letter of 
Ann of Bologne, wife to king Henry the 
Eighth, and mother to Queen Elizabeth, 
which is still extant in the Cotton library, 
as written by her own hand. 

Shakspcare himself could not have made 
her talk in a strain so suitable to her con-
dition and character. One sees in it the 
expostulation ofasUghtedlover, the resent-
ment of an injured woman, and the sorrows 
of an imprisoned queen. 1 need not acquaint 
my readers that this princess was then uri-
der prosecution for disloyalty to the kins s 
bed, and that she was afterwards publicly 
beheaded upon the same account; though 
this prosecution was believed by many to 
proceed, as she herself intimates, rather 
from the king's love to Jane Seymour, 
than from any actual crime of Ann ot Bo-
logne. 

Quern Anne BoleynU last I'"" ^'"g 
Henry. 

' S I R , , 
Cotton Lib. ) Your grace's displeasure, and 
Otho C. 10. \ my imprisonment, are things 
so strange unto me, as what to write, o r 
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what to excusc, I am aUogetlieT ignomnt. 
^\•he^cas vou send unto me, (rvilliriK me to 
confess a tni th, an'! to obt-^ni your favour) 
by such sn one, wln^m you know to be mine 
ancient profLSScd cnemv, I no sorncr rc-
ccived this message by him, than I rightly 
cnnrciveci your meanins; aiiil if, as you say, 
confessing a tni th indeetl mav procure my 
safety, I shall with all willingness and duty 
Jierftirm ynviT command. 

• But let not vour p-ace ever imat^mc, that 
your poor wife will ever be brr-uglit to 
acknowlcdse a fault, where n^t so miicli 
as a thought thereof prcceedcd. And to 
speak a truth, never piincc had wife more 
loval in all duty, and in all true affection, 
than ycu have ever fc>un<\ in Ann Boleynr 
v^ith "which name and place I could wil-
lingly have contented mvsclf, it Oocl and 
\ QUR grace's pleasure had been so pleased. 
Kcither did 1 at anv t ime so far forget my-
self in mv exaltation, cr reccivcd queen-
ship, but that I always boked for such an 
alteration as I now find; for the ground ot 
mv preferment being fin no surer fnmd.i-
tion than vour grace's fancy, the least al-
teration I ' k n e w was fit and sufficient to 
d r w that fancy to some other object. Yrn 
huve chcscn me from a low estate to be 
vcur queen and companirn, far beyond my 
desert or desire, i t tlicn vou found me 
worthy of such hono\ir, good vour m c e , 
let not anv light fancy, or bad counsel ot 
mine enemies, withdraw your princely fa-
vour from me; neither let that stam, that 
wworthv stain of a disloyal heart towarts 
vour good grace, ever cast so a mot 
on your most dutiful wife, and the infant 
princcss vcur daughter. T ry rne, g -^dkmg 
but let me have a lawful trial, and let not 
mv sworn enemies sit as my aceuscrs and 
judges; vea, let mc receive an open trial, 
for my tni th shall fear no open shame; then 
shall you see cither mine innocence d f 
your suspicion and conscience satisfied, the 
Ignominy and slander of the world stoppled, 
or my gviilt openly declared. So that, 
whatever God or you mav determine ct me, 
your grace may be freed from an open cen-
sure; and mine offence being so lawfully 
proved, your grace is at liberty, both betnre 
Owl ancl man, not only to execute worthy 
punishment on me as an unlawful wife, but 
tof.illnw your affec-.tioii, already settled on 
that pir ty , for whose sake I am now as I 
am, wliose name I could some good while 
sincc ha \ e pointed unto your grace, not 
Ijeiiig Ignorant of my suspicion tlicrein. 

' Bat if vou have already determined of 
tne. and that not onlv my death, but an in-
famous slander must bring you the enjoying 
of yonr desired happiness; then I desire of 
^ f d , that he will pardon your great sin 
therein, and likewise mine enemies, the in-
struments thereof; and that he will not call 
yoH to a strict acccunt for your unpnncely 
and cniPi usage of me, at his genera judg-
ment serit. where both you and myselJ m u « 
Jihortly appear, and in whose judgment 1 

Vol., l l . 16 

doubt not (whatever the world may thmk 
of me,) mine innocence shall be openly 
known, and sufficientlv cleared. 

' M y last and only request shall be, that 
myself mav onlv bear the burden of your 
grace's displeasure, and that it may not 
touch the innocent souls of those poor gen-
tlemen who (as I understand,) arc likewise 
in straight imprisonment for my sake. If 
ever I 'have found favour in your sight, if 
e\ er the name of Ann Bolevm hath been 
pleasing in your ears, then let me-obtain 
this request," and I will so leave to trouble 
yriir grace anv further, with mine earnest 
prayers to tlie'Trinity, to have your grace 
in his good keeping, and to direct you in 
all vour actions. Fi-om mv doleful prison 
in the Tower, this sixth of May; your most 
Ifival and ever faithful wife, 

X . ' A N N B O L F . m ' 

No. 398.] Friday, June 6, ] n 2 . 

I i i>»«ire p a r e s c f r t u a t i o n c ino<jr>qv6. 

T o u ' d he a 
W i t h a n a n d w i s d o m , a n d be m a d ^y ru le . 

CYKTHIO and Flavia arc persons of dis-
tinction in this town, who have been lovers 
these tenmonthslast past, and writ to each 
other for eallantn- sake under those feigned 
names; Mr. Such-a-one and Mrs. Such-a-
one not bcin? cnpable of raising the soul 
out of the ordinarv tracts and passages of 
life, up to that elevation which makes the 
life of the enamoured so much sui>erior to 
that of the rest of the world. But ever 
since the beauteous Cecilia has made such 
a figure as she now does in the circle of 
charming women, Crathio has been secret-
ly one cf her adorers. Cecilia has been 
tiie finest woman in the town these t h r ^ 
months, and so long CjTithio has acted the 
part of a lover ven- awkwardly in the pre-
sence 

of Flavin. Flavia has been too Dlind 
towanls him, and has too sincere a heart 
of her o\vn to observe a t h ^ s a n d Aings 
which wruld have discovered this cliange 
of mind to any one lcs.s engaged than she 
was Cvnthio was musing yesterday in the 
piazza in Covent-garden, and was saying to 
himself that he was a very ill man to go on m 
visiting and professing love to Flavia, when 
his heart was enthralled to another. It is 
an infirmity that I am not constant to Fla-
via; but it would be a still greater crime, 
since I cannot continue to love her, to p n > 
fess that I do. To marry a woman with 
the coldness that usually indeed comes on 
after marriage, is mining one's self with 
one's eves open; besides, it is really doing 
her an injury. This last consideration, tor-
sooth, of injuring her in persisting, made 
him resolve to break off upon the first 
favourable opportunity of makmg her an-
gry. 'When h e was in this thought, he 
saw Robin the porter, who waits at \ \ U1 s 

iri-

i 

' i i 
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coffee-house, passing bj'. Robin, you must 
know, is the best man m the town for car-
rying a billet; the fellow has a thin bodj ' , 
swif t s tep , demure looks, sufficient sense, 
and knows the town. T h i s man carr ied 
Cynthio 's first le t ter to Flavia, and, by f re-
quent e r rands ever since, is well known to 
he r . T h e fellow covers his know!e<lge of 
the na ture of his messages with the most 
exquisite low humour imaginable. T h e f i r s t 
h e obliged Flavia to t ake , was by complain-
ing to h e r that he had a wife and th ree 
children, and if she did not t ake t ha t letter, 
which he was sure t h e r e was no ha rm in, 
but rather love, his family must go supper-
less to bed, for the gentleman would pay 
him according as he did his business. Rotin, 
therefore , Cynthio now thought fit to m a k e 
use of, and gave h i m orders to wait before 
Flavia ' s door, and if she called h im to her , 
and asked whe the r i t was Cynthio who 
passed by, he should a t first be loth to own 
It was, but upon importunity confess it. 
T h e r e needed not m u c h search into tha t 

Ear t of the town to find a well-dressed 
ussey lit for the purpose Cynthio designed 

her . A s soon as he believed Robin was 

Cted, h e drove by Flavia ' s lodgings in a 
kney-coach, and a woman in it. Robin 

was a t the door, t a lk ing with Flavia ' s maid, 
and Cynthio pulled u p t h e glass as sur-
prised, and hid his associate. T h e report 
of this c i rcumstance soun flew u p stairs, 
and Robin could not deny but the gentie-
man favoured* h is mas te r ; yet , if it was he, 
he was sure the lady was "but his cousin, 
whom lie had seen ask for h im: adding, 
tha t he believed she was a poor relation; 
because they made h e r wMt one morning 
till he was awake. Flavia immediately writ 
t h e following epistle, which Robin broueht 
to Wil l ' s . 

' June 4,1712. 
' S I R , — I t is in vain to deny it, basest, 

falsest of mankind; m y maid, as well as t h e 
bearer , saw you. T h e injured 

• F L A V I A . ' 
A f t e r C ^ t h i o had read the letter, he 

a sked Robin how she looked, and what she 
said a t the delivery of it. Robin stud she 
spoke short to h im, and called h im back 
again, and had nothing to say to him, and 
bid him and all the men in t h e world go out 
of h e r s ight; but the maid followed, and bid 
h im br ing an answer, 

Cynthio returned as follows: 

' J u n e 4, T h r e e afternoon, 1?12. 
• MADAM,—Tliat your maid and the 

bearer have seen me very often is very 
certain; but I desire to know, being engaged 
a t piquet, what your le t ter means by " tis 
in vain to deny i t . " I shall stay here all 
the evening. Vour amazed 

' C Y N T H I O . ' 

Assnon as Robin arr ived with this, Flavia 
answered; 

' DEAR CTNTHIO,—I have wa lkeda turn 
or two in m y ante-chamber since 1 wri t to 
you, iuid have recovered myself from an 
impert inent fit which you ought to forgive 
me, and desire you would come to mc im-
mediately to laugh off a jealousv t ha t you 
and a c rea ture of t h e town went by in a 
hackney-coach an hour ago. I am your 
your humble servant, F L . \ V I A , 

' I will not open t h e le t ter which my 
Cynthio wri t upon the misapprehension 
you must have been under , when you writ , 
for want of hearing t h e whole c i rcum-
stance. ' 

Robin came back in an instant, and Cyn-
thio answered: 

' Half an hour six minutes af ter th ree , 
June 4, W i l l ' s coifee-house. 

' MADAM,—-It is certain I went by your 
lodgings wi th a gentlewoman to whom I 
have the honour to be known; sjie is indeed 
my relation, and a p re t ty sort of a woman. 
But your starting manne r of writing, and 
owning you have not done m e the honour 
so m u c h as to open my letter, has in i t 
something very unaccountable, and a larms 
one tha t has had thoughts of passing his 
days with you. But I am bom to admire 
you with al l your little imperfections. 

' C Y N T H I O . ' 

Robin ran back and brought for answer: 

' E x a c t sir, tha t a re a t W i l l ' s cofiFce-
house, six minutes a f t e r th ree , June 4 ; one 
t ha t has had thoughts, and all my little im-
perfections. Sir, come to m e immediatcl j ' , 

perhaps not 
A V I A . " 

* Beseui l i le l 

or I shall determine what may 
be very pleasing to you. F 

Robin gave an account tha t she l<x)ked 
excesave angry when she gave him the 
le t ter ; and tha t he told h e r , for she asked, 
tha t Cynthio only looked a t the clock, t ak -
ing snuff, and wri t two or th ree words on 
the top of the letter when he ga^•c him his. 

Now the plot th ickened so well, as tha t 
Cynthio saw he had not much more to ac-
complish, being irreconcilably banished: h e 
writ , 

'MADAM,—I have t ha t prejudice in fa -
vour of all you do, tha t it is not jxtssible for 
you to determine upon w h a t will not be 
very pleasing to your obedient servant, 

' C Y N T H I O . ' 

T h i s was delivered, and t h e answer re -
turned, in a little more than two seconds. 

' S i a , — I s it come to this? You never 
loved me, and the c rea ture you were witli 
is the properes t person for vour associate. 
I despise you, and liope I shall soon hate 
you as a villain to tlie crcduloiis 

' FLAVIA. • 

Robin ran back with: 
' MADAM,—Your cvedulity when you a rc 

to gain your point, and suspicion when you 
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fear to lose it, make it a ven" hard part to 
beliave as becomes your humble slave, 

' C Y N T H I O . ' 
Roljin whipt away and returned with, 
' Ms . WELLFOBD,—Flavia and Cynthio 

are nn mnre. I relieve you from the hard 
part of which vou complain, and banish 
ycu from my sigTit for ever. 

' A N N H E A R T . ' 
Rnbin had a crown for his aftemoon's 

"work; and this is published to admonish 
Cecilia to avenge the injury done to Flayia. 

No. 399.] Saturday, June 7, l i ' lS. 

f t nemo in sew l e m a t 6nceaiejr\—Pr'. S a t . iv. S3 
None. DOTe descends in to h i m w i f t o find 
Tlie wc t e t imperfections of nis aiiod. 

HTPOCRIST at the fashionable end of the 
town iR very different from hypocrisy In the 
citv. T h e modish hypocrite endeavours to 
appear more vicioiis than he really is, the 
i ther kind of hypocrite morevirtuous. The 
former is afnud of every thing that has the 
show of religion in it, and womd be thought 
engaged in many criminal gallantries and 
amours ^ehich he is not guilty of. T h e lat-
ter assumes a face of sanctity, and covers a 
multitude of vices under a seeming religious 
deportment. 

But there is another kind of hvpncrisy, 
•which differs from both these, and which I 
intend to make the subject of this paper: I 
mean that hvpocrisv, by which a man does 
not only deceive the world, but very often 
imposes on himself: that hypocrisy which 
conceals his ownheart from him, andraakes 
him believe he is more virtuous than he 
reailv is, and either not attend to his \ices, 
or mistake even his vices for virtues. It is 
this fatal hypocrisy, and self-deceit, which 
is taken notice of in those words. ' Who 
can understand his errors? cleanse thou me 
from secrct faults.' 

If the open professors of impiety deserve 
the utmost application and endea\-ours of 
moral writers to recover them from vice 
and folly, how much more may those lay a 
claim to their care and compassion, who 
are walking in the paths of death, while 
thev fancy themselves engaged in a course 
"f \Hrtue! I shall endeavour therefore to lay 
down some rules for the discovery of those 
vices that lurk in the secret comers of the 
soul, and to show my reader those methods 
t'y which he may arrive at a true and im-
partial knowied^ of himself. T h e usual 
means prescribed for this purpose are to 
examine ourselves by the rules which are 
laid down for our direction in sacred writ, 
and to compare our lives with the life of 
that person who acted vip to the perfection 
fif hnman nature, and is the standing ex-
ample, as well as the great guide and m-
Ktriictor, of those who receive his doctrines. 
Though these two heads cannot be too 

much insisted upon, I shall but just mention 
them, since they have been handled by 
manv great and eminent writers. 

I would therefore propose the following 
methods to the consideration of such as 
would find out their secret faults, and make 
a true estimate of tliemselves. 

In the first place, let them conader well 
what arc the characters which they bear 
amons; their enemies. Our friends very 
often flatter us, as much as our own hearts. 
T h e y either do not see our faults, or con-
ceal them from us, or soften them by their 
representations, after such a manner that 
we think them too trivial to be taken notice 
of. An adversary, on the contrary, makes 
a stricter search into us, discovers every 
flaw and imperfection in our tempers; and 
thoueh his malice mav set them in too strong 
a liglit, it has generally some ground for 
what it advances. A friend exaggerates a 
man's virtues, an enemy inflames his crimes. 
A wise man should give a just attention to 
both of them, so far as they may tend to the 
improvement of one, and the diminution of 
the other. Plutarch has written an ess^ ' on 
the benefits which a man may receive from 
his enemies, and, among the good fraits of 
enmity, mentions this in particular, that by 
the reproaches which it casts upon us we 
see the worst side of ourselves, and open 
our eves to several blemishes and defects in 
our lives and conversations, which we 
should not have observed without the help 
of such ill-natured monitors. 

In order likewise to come at a t rueknow-
ledge of ourselves, we should consider on 
the other hand how far we may deserve the 
praises and approbations which the world 
bestow upon us; whether the actions they 
celebrate proceed from laudable and worthy 
motives; and how far we are really pt>£-
sessedof the virtues which gain us applause 
among those with whcm we converse. Such 
a reflection is absolutely necessary, if we 
consider how apt we are either to value or 
condemn ourselves bv the opinions of others, 
and to sacrifice the report of our own hearts 
to the judgment of the world. 

In the next place, that we may not de-
ceive ourselves in a point of so much im-
portance, we should not lay too great a 
stress on any supposed virtues we possess 
that are of a doubtful nature: and such wc 
may esteem all those in which multitudes 
irf men dissent from us, who are as good and 
wise as ourselves. W e should always act 
with great cautiousness and circumspection 
in points where it is nnt imjjossible that 
we may be deceived. Intemperate zeal, 
bigotry, and persecution for any party or 
opinion, how praise-worthv soever they 
may appear to weak men of our own pnn-
ciples, produce infinite calamities among 
mankind, and are highly criminal in their 
own nature: and yet how many persons 
eminent for piety suffer such monstrous and 
absui-d principles of action to take root in 
their minds under the colour of virtues! 
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f o r m y own pnr t , 1 must own I never yet 
k n e w any pa r t y so jus t and reasonable, tha t 
a m a n cou d follow it in its he ight and vio-
lence, and a t the same t ime ne imnxent . 

W e should l ikewise b t y f r y a p p r e h c n i i v e 
of tliose actions which proceed f rom na tu ra l 
constitutions, f i vou r i t e passioiis, par t icu lar 
educat ion, or whatcvei ' prcnioti.-s our world-
ly interest or ailvaiitage. In these and t h e 
l ike cases, a nuin's judi?nii;nt is easily pe r -
ver ted , and a wroni; bias hung upon his 
mind. T h e s e a r e t h e inlets of pre judice , 
the ungfuardc'd avenues ef t h e mind, by 
which a thousand e r ro r s and secret faul ts 
find admission, wi thout be ing observed or 
t aken notice of. A wise m a n will suspcct 
those actions tn w h i c h h e is d i rected by 
something besides reason, and a lways ap-
prehend some concealed e* il in every reso-
ution t h a t is of a d isputable na tu re , when 

i t is conformable to b i i par t icu lar t emper , 
his age, o r w a y of life, or w h e n i t favours 
his p l easu re or his profit . 

T h e r e is nothing of g rea t e r impor tance to 
(IS than t hus diligently to sift our thoughts , 
and e x a m i n e all these d a r k rcccsscs of t h e 
mind , if we would establish our souls in 
such a solid and substantial v i r tue , a s will 
tu rn to account in tl iat g r e j t day w h e n it 
m u s t s tand t h e test of infinite wisdom and 
justice. 

I shall conclude th i s essay wi th obsen ' ing 
t h a t t h e t w o k inds of hypocr isy I have h e r e 
spoken of, namelv , t h a t of deceiving t h e 
World, and tha t of imposing on c.urselves, 
a r e touched with wonder fu l b e a u t v in the 
h u n d r e d and th i i ty -n in th psalni . T h e folly 
of t h e first k ind of hypocr isy is t h e r e set 
fo r th by reflections on Gwl ' s omniscience 
and omnipresence , w h i c h a r e celebrat'.^d in 
as noble strains of poe t ry as any e t h e r I 
eve r me t wi th , e i t he r sacred o r profane. 
T h e o the r k ind of hypocr isy , whereby a 
m a n deceives himself , is in t imated in t h e 
two last verses, w h e r e t h e psa lmis t ad-
dresses himself to t h e g rea t Sea rche r of 
hea r t s in t ha t e m p h a t i c a l pet i t ion: ' T r v 
me , O G o d ! and seek t h e gi-cund of my 
h e a r t ; p r o v e me , and examine m v thouehts . 
Look Well if t h e r e b e any way of w i c i e d -
ncss ill me, and lead me in t h e way ever-
las t ing. ' I . . 

N a 400.] Monday, June 9, 3712. 
^Lalel a n j i i i s i n h i r b a . — f i r j . Eel . i i i . M . 

T h e r e ' s a s n a k e in t b e s rass .—JCi^iwA P m t r i . 

IT should, mc th inks , p re se rve modesty 
a n d i t s interests in t h e world , t ha t t h e t rans-
gression of it a lways crea tcs ollcnce; and 
t h e ve ry purposes of wantonness a r e de-
fea ted b r a car r iage which h a s in it so 
m u c h boldness, as to int imate t h a t f ea r and 
re luc tance a r c quite extinguislied in an ob-
j ec t w h i c h would b e otherwise desirable. 
I t was said of a wit of the last age, 

• f l i d t e r b a s t h i t p r e T a i l i n E e e m l s a r t . 
W h i c h Can w i t h & res is i leas c j i a rm i m p a r t 
T b e looseat w i s h e s t o t h e c h u t e f t l i c a r t ; 

I t a W m r l i » r ' -nfl i i i , k m . ' ; . ' ! i i r h a HIT 
K. l n , T t i i l r t l i i i m ( r v.rt i i i ' a n d ijf»itr>. 
T i n t t h j poor viiniiuisll ' i i iii.inl i l u w l v t * a w . i y 
III d r c a n j s a l l n i f l j t , m s ighs a n d t e a r s all day . ' 

T h i s prpvaihng gentle ar t was mr-.de u p 
of complaisance, courtship, and artful o i i -
formiiy to t h e modcstv of a wonian'.s m a n -
ners. Rustici ty, b road expression and fo r -
ward obtrusion, offend those ( f educi t icn , 
and m a k e t h e tr .aisgrussors odious to all 
who have mei-it enough to a t t rac t regard . 
I t is in th i s tas te t h a t t h e scenery is so 
beautiful!) ' c r d c r t d i i i tlie description w h i c h 
Antony m a k e s in the dialogue h i t w e e n h im 
and D.-UbL-ila, of C l eopa t r a in he r barge. 

• llfT ca l ley d o w n t h e « i l « r T i d n n s r n w i): 
T l ie t a c k l i n g t h e s t r r a m r r * n a v ' J cviib 50IJ : 
T h e g r a t t e Wi l l i s «i . rpIo( l» ' i l in purple i - i i l s ; 
l l n nymplis , l ikeN'pr i -n is .Di i t id lii'r couch ivcre plac 'd 
W h e r e BIK?. anof/KT sea -bo in W n u * . i : iv; 
t^be lay . a n d Icna d h ' r c h a - l r up. . i i bpr h a n d . 
A n d c a < a look 90 l a n n i t h i i i s l v a i \ w i . 
A t if . a w u r e o f a l l t>r h o h k r s ' Iwa r r s . 
K . ' - i m i n i ; s l f c o u k l t a k ; t l iom. iVt ) : . l i ke Cnpuis , 
Strnxl r a n o t n s « i i r i i h f i r pa in t ' -d w i n s s t h e wiiitis 
T l i t t pl«>'<l atKiiit b - r f u e e ; b u t if she s iml 'd , 
A d a r t i n t (jlory aeem'd t o b l aze a b r n ^ . 
T h a t nk ' t i ' s ilesirinff eves wpre n e v e r is-eary'd, 
B u t h u m uprm tin- n b j w . T o s o f t fliiifs 
T h e siK-er o i r » kep t IIDK-; a n d n hi)" the* p l sy 'd 
Tlie h e a r m t l a i - c n r w p leasure t o t b e s i n l l l ; 
A n d ko tb t t . t h o u g h t •• 

H e r e t h e imaginat ion is w a r m e d wi th all 
t h e objects p resen ted , and ve t the re is no-
thing tha t is luscious, or wl ia t raises any 
idea m o r e loose than t l ia t <f a beaut iful 
woman set off to adi-antage. T h e like, or a 
m o r e delicate and carefu l spi r i t of modesty, 
a p p e a r s in t h e following passage in one of 
M r . Phi l l ips 's pastorals . 

B r e a t h e » o f t . y e w-iniisi ye i t a t e r s . t r m l y ( lowl 
S l i i e y b»r. y e r r e o : y e flov era. amiinil h e r g r o w I 
r e s w a i n s , I be* y o u pass in s i lence b»! 
M y lope ID y o n d e r va l e a s l e r p d o e s lie. 

Desire is coixected w h e n t h e r e is a t en -
dcn iess or admirat ion expressed which pa r -
t akes t h e passion. Liccntious language has 
something b n i t a l in it, which disgi-aces 
humani ty , ajid leaves us in t h e conditicn of 
t l ie savages in t h e field. But i t may b e 
asked , T o w h a t good use can tend a dis-
course of th i s k ind at alii" I t is to a l a rm 
chas te ears against such as have, w h a t is 
alxsve called, t h e ' p r e v a i l i n g gentle a r t . ' 
Ma.stars of t ha t ta lent a r e capab le of cloth-
ing t h e i r thciughts in so soft a dress, and 
something so distant f rom t h e secret pu r -
pose of tlii-ir hea r t , t ha t t h e imagination of 
t h e vins^unrded is touched wi th a fondnes.", 
wliich grows too insensibly to be i-csisted. 
M u c h ca re and ci.nccra for the lady's wel-
fare , to s t e m afra id lest she should b e an-
noyed by t h e very a i r which suvreunds lier, 
anli th i s u t t e r ed r a t h e r wi th kind looks, 
and expressed by an interjccticn, an ' a h , ' 
or an ' o h , ' at some li t t le hazard in moving 
or making a step, than in any direct pro-
fession of love, are the me thods of skilful 
admirers . T h e y arc honest a r t s when their 
purpose is such, but infamous when misaji-

• I ) ryden '» A l l f h t I .ove , a r t i i i ^ j . 
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plied. It is certain t lwt manv a youns 
•woman in this town has had her hea r t i r r t -
coverably won, by men who have not made 
one advance which tios their admirers, 
t h o u g l i t h e f e m a l e s l a n g u i s h w i t h t h e u t m o s t 

anxiety. I have often, by way of admoni-
tion to mv female veadei's, given them 
warning against agreeable company of the 
other sex, except they are well acquainted 
with their characters. W o m e n may dis-
guise it if they think, fit; and the more to do 
It, they may fee angry at me for saying it ; 
but I say it is natural to them, tha t they 
have no manner of approbation of men, 
without some degree of love. For this rea-
son he is dangerous to b e entertained a-s a 
friend or visitant, who is capable of gaining 
any eminent esteem or observation, though 
it be never so remote from pretensions as a 
lover. If a man 's hear t has not tlie abhor-
rence of any treacherous design, h e may 
easily improve approbation into kindness, 
and fcindness into passion. T h e r e may pos-
sibly be no manner of love between them in 
the eyes of all their acquaintance; no, it is 
all friendship; and yet they may be as fond 
as shepherd and shepherdess, in a pastoral, 
hut still t he nvmph and the swain may be 
to each other, no other, I warrant you, than 
Pylades and Orestes. 

• W h s n L u c y d M l n w i l h f l o w e r s b e r s w p l l i n g b r e a s l , 
A n l 00 h e r e11>ow l ^ a n s . d l w m h l i n c rest; 
I rnaS le t o i P l r a i n m j m a d d i n g mint i . 
N o r s i iMp n o r p u t u r e w o i l h m y ca re I flnd-

Hf r l o re lT Hinba ha l f b a r e , a n d r u d e t h e m n d : 
I Miooll l -d h e r c o a H , a n d s t o l e a i i l «n t k u a ; 
C o n d e m n m e , «hcplierd«, if I did a m m . 

have, though a tolerable good philosopher, 
but a low opinion <if Platcnic love: for 
which reason I thought it nccessary to give 
my fair readers a caution against it, having, 
to mv cDiicem, observed the waist 
of a "Platonist lately swtl l to a roundness 
which is inconsistent with tha t philosophy-

Suchgoodofficcs as these ,andsuch friend-
ly thoughts and concerns for another, are 
•what m a k e up the amity, as they call it, 
between man and woman. 

It is the permission of such intercourse 
tha t makes a young woman come to the 
arms of her husband, af ter the disappoint-
ment of four or live passions which she has 
successively had for different men, before she 
is pnidentially given to him for whom she 
has neither love nor friendship- For what 
should a poor creature do that has lost all 
he r friends? T h e r e ' s Marinet the agree-
able has, to mv knowledge, had a friend-
ship for lord Welford , which had like to 
break her hear t : then she had so great a 
friendship for colonel Hardy , that she could 
not endure anv woman else should do any 
thing but rail at him. Many and fatal have 
been disasters between friends who have 
fallen out, and these resentments are more 
keen than ever those of other men can pos-
aWy be- but in this it happens unfortu-
nately, tha t as there ought to be nothing 
concealed from one friend to another, t he 
friends of different sexes very often find 
fatal effects f rom their unanimity. 

For mv par t , who study to pass hfe in as 
n^uch innocence and t ranqui l i ty as ! can, i 
shun the company of agreeable women as 
tnuchasposs lWe; and must confess that 1 
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I n a r a o r c h i c o m n i a i n s i i n t T i l i a . I n j u r i e , 
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injurif*». BUi'picioiis, e n o i i t i r s , t ruces , q u i r r f l l i n c , a n d 
recODCi l en i en t . 

I SHALL publish for t l ie entcrtJunment of 
this dav, an odd sort of a packet , which I 
have jiist r ecdved from one of my female 
correspondents. 

' MR. SPECTATOR,—Since you have often 
confessed tha t vou are not displeased Tour 
papers should 'sometimes convcy the com-
plaints of distressed lovers to each other, I 
am in hopes vou will favour rne who gives 
you an undoubted instance of her reforma-
tion, and at t he s ime t ime a convincing 
)r<»f of t he happv infiuenr.e your labours 
lave had over t he m'-st incorrigible p a r t 

of t he most incorrigible sex. Yor must 
know, sir, I am one of tha t species ot wo-
men, whom you have often characterized 
under the name of " j i l ts ," and that I send 
you these lines as well to do public penance 
for having so long continued in a known 
error, as to beg pardon of the par ty of-
fended. I the r a the r choose this way, be-

! cause it in some measure answers the t e rms 
on which h e intimated the breach b e t w e m 
us mi^ht possibly b e made up, as you will 
see by the le t ter he sent me the next day 
after I had discarded h im: which I thought 
fit to send you a copy of, that you might 
the bet ter know the whole case. 

• 1 must fu r the r acquaint you, tha t before 
I jilted him, there had been the greatest 
intimacy between us for a year and a half 
together, during all winch t ime I chenshed 
his hopes, and indulged his flame. I leave 
vou to guess, af ter this, wha t must be his 
surprise, when upon lus pressing for my 
full consent one day, I told him I wondered 
what could make hira fancy he had ever 
anv place in my affectirns. His own sex 
allow h im sense, and all ours good-breed-
ing. His I'erson is such as m i ^ t , without 
vanity, make h im belitive himself not inca-
pable of being beloved. O u r fortunes, in-
deed we ighw in t he nice scale tif intci-est, 
a r c not exactly equ-.U, which bv the wav 
was the true cause of my jilting h im; and I 
had the assurance to acqiiaint him with the 
following maxim, that 1 should always be-
lieve that man 's passion to be the most 
violent, who could offer me the largest set-
tlement. I have since changed my opinion, 
and have endeavoured to le t m m know »o 
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much by several letters, bu* the barbarous 
man has refused them all; so that I have 
no way left of writing to liim but by your 
assistance. If you can bring him about once 
more, I promise to send you all gloves and 
favours, and shall desire tlie fav'our of Sir 
Roger and yourself to stand as godfathers 
to niy first boy. I am, sir, your most obe-
dient humble k-rvant, 

' A M O R E T . ' 

Philander to Amorei. 
' MADAM,—1 am so surprised at the 

question you were pleased to ask me yes-
terday, that I am still at a loss what to say 
to i t At least my answer would be too long 

the fields, and gardens, without Philardei , 
afford no pleasure to the unhappy 

' A M O R E T . ' 
' I must desire you, dear Mr . Spectator, 

to publish this my letter to Philander as 
soon as possible, and to assure him tliat 1 
know nothing at all of the death of his rich 
uncle in Gloucestershire.' X. 
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Senl by the Sfiectator to himtelf. 
WEHE I to publish all the advertisements to trouble you with, as it would come from T a-it u . j j " " 

ent to you Instead of it, I shall only rc- [ ,, . ^^ without^reaecl 
commend to your cons.deraOon the opmion ^ ' „ ,^ 
of one whose sentiments on these matters I ' „ , i , . r i . iT ? 
haveof tenheardyousayareext remelv jus t passions which can.be felt by human 
" A senei-ous and constant passion,' 'savs 

Jour favourite author, " i n an agreeable 
Dver, where there is not too great a dispa-

rity in tlieir circumstances, is *he greatest 
hlessing that can befal a person beloved; 
and if overlooked in one, may perhaps 
never be found in another." 

• I do not, however, at all despair of being 
very shortly much better beloved by you 
than Anten'or is at present; since, when-
ever my fortune shall excced his, you were 
pleased to intimate, your passion would in-
crease accordingly. 

' T h e world has seen me shamefully lose 
tha t time to please a fickle woman, which 
might have been employed much more to 
my credit and advantage in other pursuits. 
I shall therefore take the liberty to acquaint 
vou, however harsh it may sound in a 

minds. As instances of this, I sHall give 
you two or three letters; the writers of 
which can have no recourse to any legal 
power for redress, and seem to have writ-
ten rather to vert their sorrow than to re-
ceive consolation. 

' MR SPRCTATOR,—I am a voung woman 
of beauty and quality, and suitably married 
to a gentleman who doats on me. But this 
person of mine is the object of an unjust 
passion in a nobleman who is verv intimate 
with my husband. This friendship gives 
him very easy access and frequent rppor-
tunities of entertaining me apart. My hear t 
Is in the utmost anguish, and mv Face is 
covered over with confusion, when 1 impart 
to you another circumstance, which is, that 
my mother, the most mercenary of alJ wo-
men, is gained bv this false fnend of mv 

lady's ears, that thoughyour love-fit should husband's to solicit me for him. I am fre-
happen to return, unless you could contrive <l"ently chid by the poor believing man, my 
a way to make your recantation as well husband, for showing an impatience of his 
known to the public as they are a l r e a d y o t r p s J i y ; arid I am never alone 

1 1.' .1 ' I with mv mnth^ip Kiit teller rv. apprized of the manner with which you 
have treated me, you shall never more see 

•PHILANDER." 

•Amoret to Philander. 

with my mother, but she tells me stories of 
the discretionary part of the world, and 
such-a-ore, and such-a-one, who are guilty 
of as much as she advises me to. She laughs 
at my astonishment; and seems to hint to 
me, that, as virtuous as she has always ap-

' SIR,—Upon reflection, I find the injury fpeared, I am not the daughter of her hus-
I have done both to you and mvself to be. band. I t is possible that printing t h k letter 
so great, that , though the pan" I now ar t may relieve me from the unnatural impor-
may appear contrary to that decorum usu- tunity of my mother, and the perfmous 
ally obscn-ed bv our sex, yet I purposely courtship of my husband's friend. I have 
break through all rules, that my repentance an unfeigned love of virtue, and am resolved 
may in some measure equal my crime. 11 to preserve mv innocence. T h e only way 
assure you, that in my present hopes of • I can think of to avoid the fatal conse-
recovenng you. Hook upon Antenor'sestate ! quences of the discovery of this matter, is 
with contempt. T h e fop was here yester-
day in a gilt chariot and new liveries, but I 
re/used to see him.—Though I dread to 
meet your eves, after what has passed, I 
Batter myself, that, amidst all their confu-
sion, you will discover such a tenderness 
in mine, as none can imitate but those who 
love. I shall be all this month at lady 
U — ' s in the country; but the woods. 

to fly away for ever, which I must do to 
avoid my husband's fatal resentment against 
the man who attempts to abuse him, and 
the shame of exposing a parent to infamy. 
T h e persons concern^ will know these cir-
cumstances relate to them; and though the 
regard to virtue is dead in them, I have 
some hopes from their fear of shame upon 
reading this in your paper; which I conjure 
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vou to publish, if you have any compassion 
for injured virtue. 

• S Y L V I A . ' 

'MR. SPECTATOR,—I am the husband 
of a woman of merit, but am fallen in lore, 
as they call it, with a lady of her acquaint-
ance, who is ^oing to be married to a gen-
tleman who deserves her. 1 am in a trust 
relating to this lady's fortune, which makes 
my concurrence in this matter necessary; 
but 1 have so irresistible a rage and envy 
rise in me when I consider his future hap-
piness, that against all reason, equity, and 
common justice, I am ever playing mean 
tricks to suspend the nuptials. I have no 
manner of hopes for myself; Emilia, for so 
I'll call her, is a woman of the most strict 
virtue; her lover is a gentleman whom of 
all others I could wish mv friend; but envy 
and jcalousv, though placed so unjustly, 
waste mv ven ' being; and, with the tor-
ment and sense of a demon, I am ever 
cursing what I cannot but approve. I wish 
it were the beginning of repentance, that I 
a t down and describe my present disposi-
tion with so hellish an a.spectr but at pre-
sent the destruction of these two exccUent 
persons would be more welcome to me than 
their happiness. Mr. Spectator, pray let 
rae have a paper on these terrible ground-
less sufferings, and do all you can to ex-
orcise crowds who are in some degree 
possessed as I am. CAKIBAL. ' 

•MR, SPFCTATOB,—I have no other 
means but this to express my thanks to one 
m»n, and my resentment against another. 
My circumstances are as follow: I have 
been for five years last past courted by a 
g;entleman of greater fortime than I ought 
to expect, as the market for women goes. 
You must, to be sure, have observed people 
who live in that sort of way, a-i all their 
friends reckon it will be a match, and are 
marked out by all the world for each other. 
In this view we have been regarded for 
some time, and I have above these three 
years loved him tenderly. As he is very 
careful of his fortune, I always thought he 
lived in a near manner, to Say up what he 
thmight was wanting in my fortune to m a t e 
UD what he might expect in another. 
AVilhin these few months I have observed 
his carriage very much altered, and he 
"has affected a certain air of getting me 
alrwe, and talking with a mighty profusion 
cf passionate words, how I am not to be re-
sisied longer, how irresistible his wishes 
are, and the like. As long as I have been 
acquainted with him, I could not on such 
occasions say downright to him, " Y o u 
know you may make me yours when you 

fiiease. " But the other night he with gieat 
rankness and impudence explained to me, 

•that he thougtitof me only as a mistress. 
1 answered this declaration as it deserve<l; 
upOT which he onlv doubled the terms on 
which he proposed my yielding. When 
my anger heightened upon him, he told me 

he was sorry he had made so little use of 
the unguarded hours we had been together 
so remote from company; " a s , indeed," 
continued he, " s o we are at present." I 
flew from him to a neighbouring gentle-
woman's house, and though her husband 
was in the room, threw myself on a couch, 
and burst into a passion of tears. My friend 
desired her h u ^ a n d to leave the room, 
" B u t , " said he, " t h e r e is something so 
extraordinary in this, that I will partake in 
the affliction; and be it what it will, she is 
so much your friend, she knows she mav 
command what services I can do her . " 
T h e man sat down by me, and spoke so 
like a brother, that I told him mv whole 
affliction. He spoke of the injuiy done me 
with so much indignation, and animated me 
against the love he said he saw I had for 
the wretch who would have betrayed me, 
•with 90 much reason and humanity to my 
weakness, that I doubt not of my persever-
ance. His wife and he are my comforters, 
and I am under no more restraint in their 
company than if I were alone; and I doubt 
not but in a small time contempt and hatred 
will take place of tlie remains of affection 
to a rascal. I am, sir, your affectionate 
reader, D O R I N D A . ' 

' M a . SPECTATOR,—! had the misfor-
tune to be an uncle before I knew my 
nephews from my nieces: and now we are 
grown up to better acquaintance, they deny 
me the respcct they owe. One upbraid's 
me with being their familiar, amthe r will 
hai-dly be persuaded that I am an uncle, a 
third calls me little uncle, and a fourth tells 
me there is no duty at all due to an iincle, 
I have a brother-in-law whose son will win 
all my affection, unless you shall think this 
worthy of your cognizance, and will be 
)leased to prescribe some rules for our 
uture reciprocal b e h a w u r . It will be 

worthy the particularity of your genius to 
lay down some rules for his conduct who 
was, as it were, bom an old man; in which 
vou will much oblige, sir, your most obe-
dient servant, 

T . ' C O R N E L I U S NEPOS. ' 
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Of many men ibe m a n n c r f . 

WHEN I consider this great city in its 
several quarters and divisions, I look upon 
it as an aggregate of varii^us nations dis-
tinguished from each other by their respec-
tive customs, manners, and interests. T h e 
courts of two countries do not so much dif-
fer ftMm one another, as the court and city, 
in their peculiar ways of life and conversa-
tion. In short , the inhabitants (ifSt. James's, 
notwithstanding they live under the same 
laws, and speak the same language, are a 
(Lstinct people from those of Cheapside, 
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who aix: likewise rcmovf i l fi''":m those of 
t h e T e m p l e rm one side, and those of 
Stnithfield on the other , b r se\ 'eral cli-
mates and des^rocs in the i r way of thinking 
and convei-sini; together. 

F o r this n' i is ' i i , when any public .iffair 
is iipnn the anvil, I love to hea r t h e reflec-
tions t ha t arise upon it in t h e several dis-
tr icts and parishes of London and W e s t -
minster, ami to ramble up and down a 
whole day tORetlirr, in order to m a k e myself 
acquainted with the opinions of my ingenious 
coimtrymen. By this means I know the 
faces of all the principal politicians within 
the bills of mortal i ty; and as every cofFcc-
hnuse has some par t icular statesman be-
lonijins to it , -who is t h e mouth of the street 
where he lives, I always t ake care to place 
myself nea r him, in order to know his 
ju'tlgmcnt on the present posture of affairs. 

T h e last p r o c e s s t ha t I made with this in-
tention was about t h r e e months ago, when 
w e had a cur ren t repor t of the king of 
F rance ' s death. A s I foresaw this would 
produce a new face of things in E u r ^ , 
anil many curious speculations in our firi-
t ish coffee-hcusi's, I was very desirous to 
learn the thoughts of our most eminent 
politicians on tha t occasion. 

T h a t I mifiht begin as nea r the fount-iin-
h e i d as passible, 1 first of all called in a t St. 
James 's , w h e r e I found t h e whnle outward 
room in a hiizz cf politics- T h e specula-
ti-iis were but very indifferent towards the 
d i - r , hut grew finer as you advanced to 
t h e upper end cf t n e room, anil were so 
vci-y m u c h improved by a knot of theorists, 
v.'ho sat in the inner room, within t h e 
s teamsof the coffce-p-t , t ha t I t h e r e heard 
the whole Spanish monarchy disposed of, 
and all the line of Bourbon provided for in 
less than a quar te r of an hour. 

I a f te rwards called in a t St. Giles's, where 
[ saw a board of F rench gentlemen sitting 

upon the life and death of the i r grand 
inonarque. T h " s c amoug them who had 
espoiised the whig interest , verv pr'sitively. 
affirmed, tha t h e depar ted this life about a 
Week since, and therefore proceeded wi th-
out any fu r the r delay to the release of their 
f r iends in the galleys, and ta their own re-
establishment; but, finding they could not 
a j r e e among themselves, I proceeded on 
n.y intended progress. 

tJp.m my arr ival at Jenny M a n ' s I saw an 
a!rrle young fellow tha t cocked his hat 
up-))) a f r iend of his w h o cnterc<I jus t a t the 
same t ime with mvself. and accosted h im 
af te t thefol lowing mannc r : • Wel l , Jack, 
the old p r ig is dead a t last. S h a r p ' s the 
word. Now or never, boy, U p to t h e walls 
of Paris direct ly, ' W i t h several o ther deep 
reflections of the same nature . 

I met with veiw little variation in the 
politics between Charing-cross and Covent-
ganien. And upon ray going into Wil l ' s , I 
f u n d the i r discourse was gone off f rom the 
<leath of the French k ing to tha t of mon-
cicur Boileao, R w i n e , Comeille, and seve-

ral other poets, whom thev regretted on 
this occasion, as persons wfio would have 
obliged the world with very noble elegies 
on the death of so great a prince, and so 
eminent a pa t ron of learning. 

At a coffee-house near the T e m p l e , I 
found a c rup le of young gentlemen engaged 
very smart ly in a dispute on the succession 
to the Spanish monarchy. One of t h e m 
seemed to have been retained as an advo-
cate for the duke of AnK-u, the o ther for 
his im jx r i a l majesty. T h e v were both for 
regulating the title to t ha t kingdom by t h e 
s tatute laws of Englrtnd; but finding them 
going out of m y depth , I passed forward to 
St. Paul ' s church-yard , where I listened 
wi th great attention to a learned man, who 
gave the company an account of the de -
plorable state of F rance dur ing the minority 
of the deceased king. 

I then turned on mv right hand into Fish-
street , where t h e c^ief politician of tha t 
quar te r , upon hearing the news, (a f te r 
having taken a p ipe of tobacco, and rumi-
na ted for some time,) ' I f , ' says he , ' t h e 
k i n g of France is certainly dead, we shall 
have plenty of mackere l this season: our 
fishery will not be disturljed bv privateers , 
as it ha s been for these ten years past . ' H o 
a f t e rwards considered how the death of 
this great man would affect our pi lchards, 
and by several other r e m a r k s infused a 
general joy into his whole audience, 

I a f te rwards entered a bv-coffee-house, 
t ha t stood a t t h e u p p e r end of a nar row 
lane, where I me t with a nonjtiror, engaged 
v e n ' warmly with a lace-man who was t h e 
g rea t suppor t of a neighbouring conven-
ticle. T h e ma t t e r in debate was, whe the r 
t h e late F r e n c h king was most like Augus-
tus C a s a r or N e r a T h e controversy was 
carr ied on with grea t hea t on both sides; 
and as each of them looked upon me very 
frequently during the coor : - of their de -
bate, I was under some apprehension t ha t 
t hey would appea l to nie, and there fore 
laid down m y penny at the bar , aiid m a d e 
t h e best of niv way to Cheapside. 

I here gazed upon the signs for some 
t ime before I found one to iny purpose. 
T h e first object I met in t h e coffee-room 
was a person who expres.sc(l a great grief 
for the death of the French king: but upon 
explaining himself, I found his s:)rrow did 
not arise f rom tlie loss of the monarch, but 
f rom his having sold out of the bank about 
t h r e e davs before he heai'd the news of i t 
U p o n which a l iabenlasher, who was the 
oracle ci the coffee-house, and had his cir-
cleof admirers abouth im, called several to 
witness tha t he had declai-cd his opinion 
above a week before, tha t the French k ing 
was certainly dead; to which lie added, 
that , considering the late advict-s we had 
received from France, it was impossible 
tha t it could be otherwise. A s he was 
laying these t t ^e thc r , and dictating to his 
hearer>i with grea t authority, the re came in 
a gentleman from Garraway ' s , who told us 
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tliat there were sEvcr.il letters from France 
just come in, with advice that the king was 
in good health, and was gone cnit a-hunting 
the verv mornins the post came awav: 
upon which the habenlasher stole off his 
hat that hung upon a w odeii peg by him, 
and retired to his shop with great confusion. 
This intelligence put a stop to my travels, 
which I had prosecuted with so much satis-
hction; notbeing a little pleased to hear so 
many difffrent opinions upon so great an 
event, and to observe how naturally upon 
such a piece of news every one is apt to 
consider it with regRrd to his particular 
interest and advantage. L. 
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W i l h diflersnt t a l en t s foim'S, we o u s l ; ezc«l. 

K x T U R E d o e s n o t h i n g i n vain: theCreator 
of the universe has appointed every thing to 
a certain use and purpose, and determined 
it to a settled course and sphere of action, 
from which if it in the least deviates, it be-
comes unlit to answer those ends for which 
it was designed. In like manner it is in the 
dispositions of society, the civil economy is 
formed in a chain as well as the natural: 
and in either case the breach but of one link 
puts the whole in some disorder. It is, I 
think, pretty plain, that most of the ab-
suixlitv and ridicule we meet with in the 
woridi is generally owing to the imperti-
nent afft-ctation of excelling in characters 
men are not fit for, and for which nature 
never designed them. 

RveiT man has one or mire qualities 
which may make him useful both to him-
self and others. Nature never fails of 
]jointing them out; and while the infant 
continues under her guardianship, she 
brings him on in his way, and then I'ffei's 
herself as a guide in what remains of the 
journey; if hf proceeds in that course he 
can hatilly rr..scarrv. Nature makes good 
her enga^ments : "for, as she never pro-
mises what she is not able to perform, so 
she never fails of performing what she pro-
mises. But the misfortune is, men despise 
what thev may ^e masters of, and affect 
what they are ro t fit for; they rec.kcm 
thsmselvcs already possessed of what their 
genius incline<l them to, and so bend all 
their ambition to excel in what is out of 
their reach. Thus they destroy the use of 
their natural talents, in the sahie manner 
as covetous men do their quiet and repose; 
they can enjoy no satisfaction in what they 
have, because of the absurd inclination they 
are possessed with for what they have not. 

Cleanthes has good sense, a great mcmo-
T i and a constitution capable of the closest 
application. In a word, there was no pro-
fession in which Cleanthes might not have 
made a very good figure; but this won't 
satisfy him; he takes up an unaccountable 

V o l . 11. 17 

fondness for the character of a fine gentie-
manj all his thoughts are bent upon this; 
instead of attending a dissection, frequent-
ing the courts of justice, or studying the 
fathers, Cleanthes reads plays, dances, 
dresses, and spends his time in drawing-
rooms; instead of being a good lawyer, di-
vine, or physician, Cleinthesis a downright 
coxcomb, and will remain to all that know 
him a contemptible example of talents mis-
applied. It is to this affectation the world 
owes its whole race of coxcombs. Nature 
in her wholedramanever drew such apa r t ; 
she has sometimes made a fool, but a cox-
comb is always of a man's own making, by 
applying his talents otherwise than Nature 
designed, who ever bears a high resentment 
for being put out of her course, and never 
fails of taking her rev enge on those that do 
so. Opposing her tendency in the applica-
tion of a man's parts has the same success 
as declining from her course in the produc-
tion of vegetables, by the assistance of art 
and a hot-bed. W e may possibly extort an 
unwilling plant, or an untimely salad; but 
how weak, how tasteless and insipid. Just 
as insipid as the poetry of Valerio. Valetio 
had an universal character, was genteel, 
had learning, thrnjght justly, spoke cor-
rectly; it was believed there was nothing 
in which Valerio did not excel; and it was 
so far true, that there was but one; Valerio 
had no genius for poetry, yet he is resolved 
to be a' poet; he writes verses, and takes 
great pains to convince the town that Vale-
rio is not that extraordinary person lie was 
taken ior. 

If men would be contcnt to graft upon 
Nature, and assist her operations, what 
mighty effects might we expect! Tully 
would not stand so much alone in oratory, 
Virgil in poetry, or Casar in war. T o 
build upon Nature, is laying a foundation 
upon a rock; every thing disposes itself into 
order as it were of course, and the whole 
work is half done as soon as undertaken. 
Cicero's genius inclined him to oratory, 
Virgil's to follow the train of the Muses; 
they pioosly obeyed the admonition, and 
were rewai^ed. Had Virgil attended the 
bar, his modest and ingenuous virtue would 
surely have made but a very indifferent 
figure; and TuUy's declamatory inclination 
would have been as useless in poetrv. Na-
ture, if left to hei-self, leads us on in the best 
course, but will do nothing by compulsion 
and constraint; and if we are tiot always 
satisfied to eo her way, we are always tfie 
greatest sufferers by it. 

Wherever nature designs a production, 
she always disposes seeds proper for it, 
which are as absolutely necessary to the 
formation of any moral or intelleaual ex-
cellence, as they are to the being and 
growth of plants, and 1 know not by what 
fate and folly it is, that men are taught not 
to reckon him equally absurd that will write 
verses in spite of Nature, with that gar-
dener that should undertake to raise a jon-
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quil or tulip without tlie help of their respec-
tive seeds, 

As there is no p)o(l or bad quality that 
does not afFect hoth sexes, so it is not to be 
imagined ])ut the fair sex must have suf-
fered by ail ufll'ctation <if this nature, at 
least as much as the other, T h e ill cffect 
of it is in mxie so conspicuous as in the two 
opposite cliaracters of Cilii i and Iras; Cselia 
has all the charms of person, together with 
an abundant sweetness of nature, but wants 
wit, and has a very ill vcdce; Iras is ugly 
and ungenteel, hut has wit and good sense. 
If Cielia would be silent, he r beholders 
would adore her; if Iras would talk, her 
hearers would admire her; but Czlia 's 
tongue runs incessantly, while Iras gives 
herself silent airs and soft languors, so that 
it is difficult to persuade oneself that C i l i a 
has beauty, and Iras wit; each neglects her 
own excellence, and is ambitious of the 
other's character; Iras would be thought to 
have as much beauty as Cslia, and Ci l ia as 
much wit as Iras. 

T h e great misfortune of this affectation 
is, that men not only lose a good quality, 
but also contract a bad one. They not only 
arc unfit for what thev were desgned, but 
they assign themselvw to what they are 
not fit for; and, instead of making a very 
good figure one way, make a vtny ridi-
culous one another. If Scmanthe would 
have been satisfied with her natural com-

Elexion, she might still have been cele-
rated by the name of the olive beauty; 

but Semanthe has taken up an affectation 
to white and red, and is now distinguished 
by the character of the lady that paints so 
well. In a word, could the world be re-
formed to the obedience of that famed dic-
tate, ' Follow Nature. ' which the oracle of 
Delphos pronounced to Cicero, when he 
consulted what course of studies he should 
pursue, we should see almost every man as 
eminent in his proper sphere as Tully was 
in his, and should in a verv short time find 
impertinence and affectation banished from 
among the women, and coxcombs and f a s e 
characters from among the men. For my 
part I could never consider this preposter-
ous repugnancy to Nature anv otherwise, 
than not only as the greatest fdllv, but ^ so 
one of the most heinous crimes, ance it is a 
direct opposition to the disposition of Pro-
vidence, and (as Tully expresses it) like 
the sin of the ^ants," an actual rebellion 
against heaven. Z. 
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Oi Si «aviiMip'«i uti^n iLsnfivra 
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W i l h Uymiu divine thnJoyouB l u m u e t endi • 
The p e s n i Unifthpn'rl t in thp aim dcsc^ndg-
n i e ' i r - eke reslord Ihf «rttoftil on i - i pmion i 
A p i ^ o listeris u i d &pproTe« ths loDg.— 

I AM very sorfy to find, bv the opera bills 
for this day, that we are likely to lose the 
preati'At i)crformcr in dramatic music that 
isnow living, ortliat perhaps ever appeared 
upon a stage. I need not aa]uaint my rea-
ders that I am speaking of signior Nicolini. 
I he town is highly obliged to that excel-

lent artist, for having sliown us the Italian 
music in its perfection, as well a.s for that 
generous approbation he lately gave to an 
opera of our own country, in which the 
composer endeavoured to do justice to the 
beauty of tiie words, by following that noble 
example, which has been set him by the 
greatest foreign masters in that art, 

I could heartily wish there was the same 
application and endeavours to cultivate and 
improve our church-music as have been 
lately bestowed on that of the stage. Our 
composers have one verv great incitement 
to It. They are sure to'meet with excel-
lent words, and at the s;ime time a wonder-
ful variety of them. T h e r e is no passion 
that IS not finely expressed in those parts 
of the mspired writings, which are proper 
for divine songs and anthems. 

There is a certain coldness and indiffer-
ence m the phrases of our European lan-
guages, when they are compared with the 
oriental forms of spcech; and it happens 
very luckily, that the Hebrew idioms ran 
mto the English tongue with a particular 
grace and beauty. Our language has r e -
ceived innumerable elegances and improve-
ments, from that infusion of Hebraisms, 
which 'are derived to it out of the poeticid 
passages in holy writ. Thev give a force 
and energy to our expression, warm and ani-
mate our language, and convey our thoughts 
in more ardent and intense phrases, than 
any that are to be met with in niir own 
tongue. There is something so jwthetic in 
this kind rf diction, that it often sets the 
mind in a flame, and makes our hearts Uim 
withm us. How cold and dead does a 
prayer appear, that is composed i n . t h e 
most elegant and polite forms of s w e r h , 
which are natural to our tongue, when it is 
not heightened by that solemnity of phr^ise 
which may be drawn from the &acre<l writ-
ings! It has been said by some of the an-
cients, that if the gods were to talk with 
men, they would certainly speak in Plato's 
style; but I think we mav sav with justice, 
that when mortals converse with their Cre-
ator, they cannot do it in so proper a style 
as in that of the holv scriptures. 

If any one would judge of the beauties of 
poetry that are to be met with in the divine 
writings, and examine how kindly the He-
brew manners of speech mix and incorpo-
rate with the English lanffuagc; after having 
perused the book of Psalms; let him read 
a literal translation of Horace or Pindar. 
He will find in these two la.st such an ab-
surdity and cimfusion of style, with such a 
comparative poverty of imagination, a,s will 
make him vety sensible of what I have been 
here advancing. 
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Since wc liave thcTcfore such a treasury 
of wnriU, so beautiful in themselves, and so 
proper for the airs of music, I cannot but 
wonder that persons of distinction should 
i^ive so little i(ttention and cncnuragement 
to that kind of music, which would have its 
foundation in reason, and which would im-
prove our virtue in proportion as it raises 
our delight. T h e passions that are excited 
by ordinary compositions generally flow 
from such silly and absurd occasions, that a 
man is ashamed to reflect upon them se-
riously; but the fear, the love, the sorrow, 
the indii^ation, that are awakened in the 
mind hy hymns and anthems, make the 
heart better, and procccd from such causes 
as are altrgethcr reasonable and praisewor-
thy. Pleasure and duty go hand in hand, 
and the greater our satisfaction is, the 
greater is our religion. 

Music among those -who are styled the 
chosen people was a religious art. T h e 
songs of Kon, which we have reason to be-
lieve were in high repute among the courts 
of the eastern monarchs, were nothing else 
but psalms and pieces of poetrv that adored 
or celebrated the Supreme Being. T h e 
greatest conqueror in the holv nation, after 
the manner of the old Grecian lyrics, did 
not only compose the words of his divine 
odes, but generally set them to music him-
self: after which," his works, though they 
were consecrated to the tabernacle, became 
the nationd entertainment, as well as the 
devotion of the people. 

T h e first original of the drama was a re-
lieirais worship, consisting only of a chorus, 
which was nothing else but a hymn to a 
(ieitv. As luxury and voluptuousness pre-
vailed over innocence and re igion, this form 
of worship degenerated into tragedies; in 
which however the chorus so far remem-
bei'ed Its first office, a.s to brand every thing 
that was vicious, and recommend every 
thing that was laudable, to intcrccde with 
heaven for the innocent, and to implore its 
Vengeance on the people. 

Homer and Hcsiod intimate to us how 
this art should be applied, when they re-
present the Muses as surrounding Jupiter, 
and warbling their hymns about his throne. 
I might show, from innumerable passages 
iti ancient wr i te rs not only that vocal and 
instnimental mvisic were made use of in 
their religious worship, but that their most 
favourite diversions were filled with songs 
and hymns to their respective dtitics. Had 
we frequent entertainments of this nature 
among us, they would not a little purify 
and exalt our passions, rive our thoughts a 
propta' turn, and cherish those divine im-
pulses in the soul, which every one feels 
that has not stifled them by sensual and 
immoral pleasures. 

.Music, when thus applied, raises noble 
hints in the mind of the hearer, and fills it 
with great conceptions. It strengthens de-
votion, and advances praise into rapture, 
lengthens out every act of worship, and 

produees more lasting and Mrmanent im-
pressions in the mind, than tnose which ac-
company any transient form of words that 
are uttered in the ordinary method of reli-
gious worship. O. 

n t , (>Pll'vttll''rr'. nhTer-
919 anla i i i i in e t paift i-
n n n i m p H i D n l fori**; 

i f t i c a n i u r . - T - x i / . 
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T h P i e I t i i ^ l r s nn i i r i ch ^ m i l h ; i ) f l i f h t r i d a c p ; i r p t h f 
- i r n s m r - n t o f ]iri>spi>rit7; "rl)r a n d ih r r e f u f e 
i f a i l v p r « i t y ; i h » y «r» de lp f i ab le • I h n m " , a n d n i l hiir-
d»ninn i« a h r n n d ; t V y s l a d d e o u s a t n igh t s , a n d c n Mir 
j o u m e y i , a n d ih t b e c m i n t r y . 

THE following letters bear a pleasing 
image rf the joys and satisfactions of a pri-
vate life. T h e first is from a gentleman to 
a friend, for whom he has a very great re-
spcct, and to whom he communicites the 
satisfaction he takes in retirement; the other 
is a letter to me, occasioned by an ode writ-
ten by ray I>apland lover: this corre.spoTi-
dent IS so kind as to translate another of 
Scheflfcr's songs in a very aCTceable man-
ner. I publish them trgethcr, that the 
young and old may find something in Hie 
same paper which may be suitable to their 
respective tastes in solitude; for I know no 
fault in the description of ardent desires, 
provided they are honourable. 

• DFAR SIR,—You have obliged me with 
a verv- kind letter; by which I find vou 
shift the scene of your life from the town 
to the countn-, and enjoy that mixed 
state, which wise men both delight in and 
are qualified for. Methinks most of the phi-
losophers and moralists have ron too much 
into extremes in praising entirely either so-
litude or public lite; in the farmer, men ge-
nerally grow useless by too much rest; and, 
in the latter, are destroyed liy too much 
precipitation; as waters lying still putrify 
and arc good fi*r nothing; and running vio-
lently oti, do but the more mischicf in their 
jassage to others, and are swallowed up and 
ost the sooner themselves. Those who, 

like you, can make themselves useful to all 
states, should be like gentle streams, tha t 
not only glide through lonely vales and fo-
rests, amMst the flocks and shepherds, but 
visit populous towns in their course, and arc 
at once of ornament and sen ice to them. 
But there is another sort of people who seem 
designed for solitude, those I mean who 
have more to hide than t̂ ^ show. As for 
my own part, 1 am one of those whom Se-
neca says, ' Tarn umbraHles sunt, ut pit-
tent in turbido esse qwc(juid in luce eat.' 
Some men like pictures, are fitter for a cor-
ner than a full light; and I believe such as 
have a natural bent to solitude are like wa-
ters, which may be forced into fountwns, 
and, exalted toagreatheight , may make a 
much nobler figure, and a much louder 
noise, hut after all ron more smoothly. 
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rquallT, and plentifully ir. their own natural 
< ^ r s c upon the srmind. T h e considera-
tion of this would make me very wcil con-
tented with the possession only of that quiet 
which Cowley calls the companion of ob-
scurity; but whoever has the muses too for 
his companions can never be idle enough to 
be uneasy. Thus, sir, you see I would 
flitter myself into a good opinion of my own 
way living: Plutarch just now told me, 
that it is in human life as in a game at ta-
bles: one may wish he had the highest cast; 
but, if his chancc be otherwise, he is even 
to pla.y it as well as he can, and make the 
best of it. I am, sir, vour most obliged and 
most humble servant, ' 

'MR, SPKCTATOB,—The town beins so 
well pleased with the fine picture of artless 
love, which nature inspired the Laplander 
to paint in the ode you lately printed, we 
were in hopes that the ingenious translator 
would have obliged it with the other also 
which Scheffer has given us: but sincc he 
has not. a much inferior hand has ventured 
to send you tliis. 

' It is a custom with the northern lovers 
to divert themselves with a song, whilst 
they journey through the fenny moors to 
pay a visit to their mistresses. This is ad-
dressed by the lover to his rein-deer, which 
is the creature that in that country supplies 
the want of horses. T h e circumstanccs 
which successively present themselves to 
him in his way, are, I believe you will think, 
naturailv interwoven. T h e anxiety of ab-
sence, the gloominess of the roads, and his 
resolution of frequenting only those, since 
those only can carry him to the object of his 
desires; the dissatisfaction he expresses 
even at the greatest swiftness with which 
he is carried, and his joyful surprise at an 
unexpected sight of his mistress as she is 
bathing, seem beautifully described in the 
oripnal. 

' I f those pretty images of rural nature 
are lost in the imitation, yet possibly you 
raay think fit to let this supply the place of 
a long letter, when want of lefsure, or indis-
position for writing, will not permit our be-
ing entertained by your own hand. I pro-
pose such a time, because, though it is 
nacura! to have a fondness for what one does 
oneself, yet, I assure you, I would not have 
a^y thing of mine displace a angle line of 
yours. 

I. 
"Ha<te, myTfin-Heer, anit let i i j nimbly jn 

Our aui'roiiB journey ihrough t h i s d j e a r r w i j t e ; 
Hasie, my rein d w r l Mill, still thou art too slow, 

I n p e t u o u s love demanda the liglttning s liMte-

IV. 
" Ea rh mnni'-nt from th« cliarmftr Tm p'infln'd. 

My br tas t is tnrtMr d Hi th impnticnt firpa; 
Fly. m» rein-ilwr. Hy s^\i(l"r ihari tlw n i n d . 

Thy tardy feel w i r j wi th loy fierce desires. 

V. 
" Our pleasinff tnll will thpn w)on o'erpniri. 

And thoii. in uooder lf»l. ahftlt v i rw loy f a i r ; 
Admire each fratiire nf the Invelv m a i l . 

Her «rtleBi charmi, her h loom'h f r sprightly dir . 

v r . 
" But lor wi th eracp^il motion thpre shr n r ims . 

Gently r4>moving*ach nmhitiou" wave : 
The crowdine waves transporleii c l s ' p li»t lim'i!"; 

Wlieii, when, o h ! when shall I sucb frceiJonis h a r e l 

. r 
In vajn , TO eoy i in s air»am«. so -̂E flow. 
T o hide bet from her l o i r ' s sri lent «aze. 

From r-wiy tonrh yon more t ransparpnt t row. 
And all reveal'ii the ftesuteous w i n t o n playi." 
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'— abcai fkctindts fr%lia (lictis. 
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Eioijuent words a g u M f a l manner want- T . 

" Around us l i r the ni«liy moors »re ^or^ad • 
Soon will Ihesiin wi thdraw his cheerful r a y 

Ddiklin? and i i f d we shall tbeinarslies tread. 
No lay unsung to d iea t the tedious way. 

m . 
" T h e wa t ' r y le Bfib of these uojoyons mnors 

Does xll the flow'ry meadows' prido excel; 
Throuirh these I flv t9 her my notu adores : 

Ye rtoWrr aietdows. empty prids. ftrcwell. 

MOST foreign writers, who have given 
any character of the English nation, what-
ever vices they ascribe to it, allow, in ge-
neral, that the people are naturally mo-
dest. It proceeds, perhaps, fi-om this our 
national virtue, thatouroratorsareobserveil 
to make use of less gesture or action than 
those of other countries. Our pi-cachers 
stand stock still in the pulpit, and will not 
so much as move a finger to set off the best 
sermon in the world. W e meet with the 
same speaking statues at our bars, and in 
all public places of debate. Our words 
flow from us in a smooth continued stream 
without those strainings of the voice, mo-
tions of the body, and m^esty of the hand, 
which are so rnuch ce lebmed in the ora-
tors of Greece and Rome. W e can talk of 
life and death in cold blood, and keep our 
temper in a discourse which tnnis upon 
every thing that is dear to us. Though oiir 
zeal breaks out in the finest tropes and 
figures, it is not able to stir a limb about us. 
I have heard it observed moi-e than once, by 
those who have seen Italy, that an untra-
velled Englishman cannot relish all the 
beauties of Italian pictures, because the pos-
tures which are expressed in them are often 
such as are peculiar to that country. One 
who h:is not seen an Italian in the pulpit, will 
not know what to make of that noble ges-
ture in RajJhacl's picture of St. Paul's 
preaching at Athens, where the apostle is 
represented as lifting up both his arms, and 
pouring out the thunder of his rhetoric 
amidst an audience of pagan philosophers. 

It isr.ertain that proper gestures and ve-
hement exertions of the voice c.innot be too 
much studied bv a public orator. 1 li^jy ai*e 
a kind of comment to what he utters", and 
enforce everv thing he says, with weak 
hearers, better than the strongest argument 
he can make use of. They keep uie au-
dience awake, and fix their attention to what 
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is delivered to them, a t the same t jrne tha t 
they shnw the speaker is in earnest, aiid a t -
f e a e d himself with what he so passionately 
recomraeods to others. Violent gesture and 
vociferation natural lv shake the hea r t s ot 
the ignorant, and fill t hem with a k ind of 
rellBious horror. Noth ing is more f requent 
than to sec women weep and t remble at the 
s i th t of a moving preacher , though h e is 
placed quite out of the i r hear ing; as m 
England we very frequently see TCople 
lulled to sleep, with solid and elaborate 
discourses of piety, who would be warmed 
and t ransported out of themselves by the 
bellowing and distortions of enthusiasm. 

If nonsense, when accompanied with such 
an emotion of voice and body, has such an 
influence on men 's minds, wha t might we 
not expect f rom many of those admirable 
discourses which a re pr inted m our t o n ^ e , 
were they delivered wi th a becoming fe r -
vour, and wi th the most agreeable graces 
of voice and gesture! . 

W e are told tha t t h e CTeat Lat in orator 
very much impwred his fiealth by t h e iate-
rum contenCio, the vehemence of action, 
•with which h e used todel iver himself. T h e 
G r e e k orator was likewise so very famous 
for this par t icular in rhetor ic , t ha t OM of 
his antagonists, whom h e h a d banished f rom 
Athens, reading over the oration which had 
procured his banishment, and seeing his 
fr iends admire it, could not forbear asking 
them, if they were so m u c h affected by the 
bare reading of it, how m u c h more thev 
•would have been alarmed, had they heard 
h im actually throwing out such a storm ot 
eloquence? 

How cold and dead a figure, in compari -
son of these two great men, does an orator 
often m a k e at the British bar , h o l i n g up 
his head with the most insipid serenity, ana 
stroking the sides of a long wig t ha t reaches 
down to his middle! T h e t ru th of it is, the re 
is often nothing more ridiculous than the 
gestures of an English speaker : you 
some of them running the i r hands into their 
pockets as f a r as ever they can thrus t t hem, 
and others looking wi th great attention on a 
niece of p a p e r t ha t ha s nothing wn t t en on 
It; you may see many a smar t rhetorician 
turning his hat in hfs hands , moulding it 
into several different cocks, examining some-
times t h e lining of it , and sometimes the 
button, during the whole course ol his 
harangue. A deaf man would t lunk h e was 
cheapening a beaver, when perhaps he is 
talking of the fate of the British nation. I 
remember , when I was a young man, and 
used to f requent W'es tmins ter -h^ i , t t iere 
was a counsellor w h o never pleaded with-
out a p iece of pack- th read m h is hand, 
which h e used to twist about a t humb or a 
finger all the while h e was s p e w i n g : the 
•wags of those days used to call i t the 
thread of h i s discourse, ' for he was unable 
to utter a word without i t One ot his 
clients, who was more merry than wise. 

stole it from him one day in the midst of his 
pleading; but he h a d be t te r have let it 
alone, for he lost his cause by his jest. 

I have all along acknowledged myself to 
b e a dumb man, and therefore may b e 
thought a very improper person to givo 
rules for oratorv; but I believe eveiy one 
will agree w i t h ' m e in this, t ha t we ought 
ei ther to lay aside all kinds of g w t u r e 
(which seems to be very suitable to the ge-
nius of ournat ion, ) o r a t least to m a k e use 
of such only as a re gi-aceful and cxpres w e . 

No. 408,] Wedneiday, June IS, IMS, 

D w t a f f ' f ^ u a an i in i B^ n i m i u m e r i g e r e . noc 
Bubjarere, s e t v i l i l e r . — T W t i F i s i h c j . 

T h t a t H r l i o i n nf ih f h f « r t m i s h t n o t t o b e l o o m u c h 
i n Ju lned , n o r Mrvilr!ly deprosscrj . 

' SPECTATOR.—I have always been 
a very great lover of your speculations, as 
well in regard to the subjcct as to your man-
ner of treating it. Human na ture I always 
i o u g h t the most useful object of human 
reason; and to m a k e t h e consideration of it 
pleasant and entertaining, I always thought 
the best employment of human wit; other 
parts of philosophy mav pe rhaps make us 
wiser, but this not only answers tha t end, 
but mnkcs us be t te r too. Hence it was t ha t 
the oracle pronounced Socrates the wisest 
of all men living, because h e judiciously 
made choice of human na ture for the object 
of his thoughts; an inquiry into which, as 
much exceeds all other learning, as i t is of 
more consequence to adjust the t rue nature 
and measures of right and wrong, than to 
settle the distances of the planets, and com-
pute the t ime of the i r circumvolutions, 

' One good effect tha t will immediately 
arise f rom a near observation of human 
nature, is, tha t we shall cease to wonder a t 
those actions which men a re used to reckon 
wholly unaccountable; for, as nothing is 
produced without a cause, so by observing 
the na ture and course of the passions, w e 
shall be able to t r a ce ever}" action from its 
first conception to its death. W e shall no 
more admire at the proceedings of Catiline 
or Tiber ius , when we know the one was 
actuated by a cruel jealousy, the other by 
a furious ambit ion: for the actions of men 
follow their passions as natural ly as light 
d o e s h e a t or asany other effect flows from its 
cause; reason roust be employed in adjust-
ing the passions, but they must ever remain 
the principles of action. . 

' T h e strange and absurd variety tha t is 
so apparen t in men 's actions, shows plainly 
they can never proceed immediately f rom 
reason; so pure a fountain emits no such 
troubled waters; thev must necessarily arise 
f rom the passions, which are to the mind as 
the whids to a ship; they can onlv move it, 
and thev too often destroy i t : if fmr and 
gentle, they guide it into Uie harbour ; if 
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contrary and furious, the f overset it in the 
waves. In the sa;nc manner is the mind 
assisted or endansercrt by the passions; 
reason must then take tlie place of pilot, 
and can never fail of securing her char re 
It slie be not wanting to herself. T h e 
stren.^h c;f the passions will never be ac-
cepted as an excusc for complying with 
them: they were designed for subjection; 
and it a man suflers tliera to get the upper 
hand, he then betrays the l i b ^ of his own 
soul. 

. ' As nature has f ramed the several spe-
cies of bemg as it were in a chain, so man 
seems to be placed as the middle linic be-
tween angels and brutes. Hence he par-
ticipates both of flesh and spirit bv an 
admirable tie, which in him occasicms"per-
petual war of passions; and as man inclines 
to the angehcor brute par t of his constitu-
tion, he IS then denominated good or bad 
\ ir tuous or wicked; if love, mercy, and 
tf>od-na^Tc prevail, thev speak him of the 
angel: if hatred, crueltv, and envy pre-
dominate, they declare his kindred to the 
brute. Hence it was that some of the an-
cients imagined, that as men in this life 
inclined more to the a n ^ l or the brute, so, 
after the i r death, they should transmigrate 
into the one or the other; and it would 
be no unpleasant notion to consider the 
several species of brutes, into which we 
may imagine that tj-rants, misers, the 
p ^ d , malicious, and ill-natured, might be 
changed. ° 

' A s a consequence of this original, all 
p^s ions a rc in all men, but appear not in 
all; constitution, education, custom of the 
country, reason, and the like causes, may 
improve or abate the strength of t h e m : 
but still the seeds remain, w&ich are ever 
ready to sprout forth upon the least en-
couragement. I have heard a storv of a 
good religious man, who having been bred 
w t h the milk cf a goat, was very modest 
in public, by a careful reflection lie made 
OT liis actions; but he frequently had an 
hour m secret, wherein he had his frisks 
and capers; and if we had an opportunity 
of examining the retirement of the strictest 
philosophers, no doubt but we should find 
peraetual returns of those passions they so 

conceal from the public. I remem-
t>er Machiavel observes, that every state 
slionld entertain a perpetual jealous v of iti 
neighbours, that so it should neve rbe un-
provided when an emergency happen?; in 
like manner should reason be perpetually 
on Its guard against the passions, and never 
suffer them to carrv on any design that may 
be «lestructive of its securitv: yet, at the 
same time, it must be careful that it do not 
so far break their strength as to render 
them contemptible, and consequently itself 
unguarded. 

' T h e understanding, being of itself too 
slow and lazy to exert itself into action it 
is neccssary it should be put in motion by 

the gentle gales of the passions, which mav 
•reserve it from stasiiating and corruption; 

for they are necessary to the health of the 
mmd, as the circulation of the animal spi-
n t s is to the health of tlie body: they keep 
it in life, and strength, and vigour; nor is it 
possible for the mind to perfiirm its offices 
without their assistance. These motions arc 
given ns with o«r being: thev are little spi-
rits that are bom and die w'ith us; to some 
they are mild, easy, and gentle; to others, 
wayward and unruly, yet never too strong 
for the reins of reason and the guidance of 
judgment. 

' W e may generallv observe a pretty nice 
proportion between the strength of reason 
and passion; the greatest geniuses have 
commonly the strongest affections, as, on 
the other hand, the weaker understandings 
have .generally the weaker passions; and it 
IS fit the fury of the coursers should not be 
tiTOgreat for the strength of the charioteer. 
Young men, whose passions are not a little 
unruly, give small hopes of their ever being 
considerable; the fire of youth will of course 
abate, and is a fault, i f it be a fault, tha t 
mends every davj but, surely, unless a man 
has fire in his youth, he can hanllv have 
warmth in old age. W e must therefore be 
very cautimis, lest, while we think to re -
gulate the passions, we should quite extin-
giush them, which is putting out the light 
rt the soul; for to be without passion, or to 
be h u m e d away with it, makes a man 
equally blind. T h e extraordinary severity 
used in most of our schools has 'this fatal 
effect, it breaks the spring of the mind, and 
most certainly destroys more good geniuses 
than it can possibly improve. And surely 
It is a mighty mistake that the passions 
should be so entirely subdued: for little ir-
regularities are sometimes not onlj' to be 
borne with, but to he cultivated too, since 
they are frequently attended with the 
greatest perfections. All g r w t geninses 
have faults mixed with their virtues, and 
resemble the fiaming bush which has 
thorns amongst lights. 

•Since, therefore, the passions are the 
principles of human actions, we must endea-
vour to manage them so as to retain their 
vigour, yet keep them under strict cwn-
mand; we m'lst govern them rather like 
tree subjects than slaves, iest, while we in-
tend to make them obedient, thev become 
abject, and jinfit for those great 'purposes 
to which they were designed' For mv part, 
1 must confess I could never have any re-
gard to that sect of philosophers who so 
much insisted upon an absolute indifference 
and vacancy from all passion; for it seems 
to m e a thing very inconsistent, for a man 
to divest himself of humanity in order to 
acquire tranquillity of mind; and to eradi-
cate the very principles of action, because 
it is possible thc\ ' may produce ill effects. 
I am, sir, your affectionate admirer, 

' f . B. ' 
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. - M u s c o c o n 1 i Q ^ « r i a l»t«>ri>. 
/.tur. Lib. i. P33. 

T o j r a c e cacti suluocl w i t h e c U V n i n s Mil. 

(IRATIAN very often rccummends fine 
ta«e as the utmost perfection of an accom-
plished man. 

As this word arises very often in coTTer-
satioii, I shall endeavour to give some ac-
count of it, and tn lay down rules how we 
may know whether we arc possessed of it, 
and liow we may acquire that fine taste of 
writing, which is so much talked of among 
(hejX)lite world. 

Most languages make use of this meta-
phor, to express that faculty of the mind 
which distinguishes all the itinst concealed 
fault s and nicest perfections in wi-iting. W e 
may be sure this metaphor would not have 
been so g e n e r i in all toni^es, had there 
not been a very great conformity between 
tha t mental taste, which is the subject of 
this paper, and that sensitive taste which 
gives us a relish of every different flavour 
t ha t affects the palate. Accordingly we 
find tliere are as many degrees of refine-
ment in the intellectual faculty as in the 
sense, which is niarkcdoutby this common 
<lenoinination. 

1 knew a person who possessed the one 
In so CTcat a Mrfection, that, after having 
tasted t« i different kinds of tea, he woul3 
distinguish, without seeing the colour of it, 
the particular sort which was cffered him; 
and rot only so, but any two sorts of them 
that were mixed togctlier in an equal pro-
portii)o; nay, he has carried the experi-
ment so far,'as, upon tasting the composition 
of three ilifferent sorts, to name the parcels 
from whcncc the three several ingredients 
were taken. A maJi of fine taste in writing 
will discern, after the same manner, not 
only the general beauties and imperfections 
cf an author, but discover the several ways 
of tliinking and expi'esiing liimself, which 
diversify liim from all other authors, with 
t he several fordgn infusions of thought and 
language, ajid tiie particular authors from 
"wh<im they were borrowed. 

After having thus far explained what is 
generally meant by a fine taste in writing, 
•and shown the propriety of the metaphor 
•which is used on this occasion, I think I 
may define it to be ' t h a t faculty of tlie soul 
"which discerns the beauties oV an author 
with pleasure, and the imperfections witli 
dislike.' If a man would know whether he 
IS possessed of this faculty, I would have 
him read over the celebratetl works of an-
•^quity, which have stood the test of so 
many different ages and countries, or those 
works among the modems which have the 
sanction of the politer part of our contem-
pot^aries. If, upon the perusal of such writ-
'"gs, he (Iocs not find limsclf delighted in 
im cxtraoi-diuary maimer, or if, upon read-
ing the admired passages in such authors, 
he finds a coldness luid indifference in his 

thoughts, he ought to conclude, not (as is 
too usual among tasteless readers,) that the 
author wants tliose perfections which have 
been admired in him. but that he himself 
wants the facultv of discovering them. 

He should, in 'the second place, be very 
careful to observe, whether he tastes the 
distniguishing perfections, or, if 1 may be al-
lowed to call them so, the specific qualities 
of the author whom he peruses; whether 
he is particularlv pleased with Livy, for 
his manner of telling a ston", with Sal lust, 
for enterioR into those internal principles 
rf action which arise from the characters 
and manners of the person he describes, 
or, with Tacitus, for displaying those out-
ward motives of safetv and interest which 
gave birth to the whole series of ti"an&ac-
tions which he relates. 

He may likewise consider how differently 
he is afflicted bv the same thought which 
presents itself iii a great writer, from what 
he is when he finds it delivered by a per-
son of an ordinary genius; for there is ns 
much difference in apprehending a thought 
clotlied in Cicero's language, and that of a 
common author, as in seeing an object by 
the light of a taper, or by the light of the sun. 

I t is very difficult to" lay down rules for 
the acquirement of such a taste as that I 
am here spcakingiof. T h e faculty must in 
some degree be bom with us; and it very 
often happens, that those who have other 
qtialities in perfection are wholly void of 
^ i s . One of the most eminent mathema-
ticians of the age has assured me, that the 
greatest pleasure he took in reading V i r p l 
was in examining iEneas's voyage by the 
map; as I question not but many a modem 
compilei-of history would be delighted with 
little more in that divine author tlian the 
bare matters of fact. 

But, notwithstanding this faculty must in 
some measure be bom with us, there are 
several methods for cultivating and im-
proving it, and without which it will be 
very uncertain, and of little use to the per-
son that [wssesses it, T h e most natural 
method for this purpose is to be conversant 
among the writings of the most polite au-
thors. A man who has any relish for fine 
writi ng, either discovers new beauties, or 
receives stronger impressions, from the 
masterly strokes of a great aiitlwr every 
time he peruses him; l>esides that he natu-
rally wears himself into the same manner 
of speaking and thinking. 

Conversation with men of a polite genius 
is another method for improviiigour natural 
taste. It is impossible for a man of tlie 
greatest parts to ccinsider any thine in its 
whole extent, and in all its variety of lights. 
Every man besides those general observa-
tions which are to be made upon an author, 
forms several reflections that are peculiar 
to his own manner of thinking; so that con-
versation will naturally furnish us with 
hints which we did not attend to, and make 
us enjoy other men's tjarts and reflections 
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as well as a i r own. This is the best reason 
I can give for the observation which several 
have made, tliat men of great genius in the 
same way of writing seldom rise up singly, 
but at certain periods of time appear to-
gether, and in a body; as thev did at Rome 
in tlie reign of Augustus, and in Greece 
about the age of Socrates. 1 cannot think 
that Comeillc, Racine, Moliere, Boileau 
La Fontaine, Bruyere, Bossu, or the Da-
ciers, would have written so well as thev 
have done, had they not been friends anS 
contemporaries. 

It is likewise necessary for a man who 
would form to himself a' finished taste of 
^ writing, to be well versed in the works 
ot the best critics, both ancient and modem. 
1 must confess that I could wish there were 
authors of this kind, who, beside the me-
chanical rules, which a man of very little 
taste may discourse upon, would enter into 
the very spirit and soul of fine writing, and 
show us the several sources of that pleasure 
which nses in the mind upon the perusal 
pt a noble work. Thus, although in poetry 
It be absolutely necessary that the unities 
ot time, place, and action, with other points 
ot the same nature, should be thoroughly 
explained and understood, there is still 
something more essential to the art, some-
thing that elevates and astonishes the fancy, 
and gives a greatness of mind to the reader, 
which few of the critics besides Loneinus 
have considered. 

Our general taste in England is for epi-
gram, turns of wit, and forccd conccits 
which have no manner of influence either 
tor the bettering or enlarging the mind of 
mm who reads them, and have been care-
tiilly avoided by the greatest writers, both 
among the ancients and modems. I have 
endeavoured in several of my speculations, 
t.. banish this gothic taste, w'hic^i has taken 
IJ-sscssion among us. I entertained the town 
tor a week together with an essay upon wit 
m which I endeavoured to dctect several of 
tliosc false kinds which have been admired 
in the different ages of the world, and at 
the same time to show wherein the nature 
ot true Wit consists. I afterwards gave an 
instance of the great force which lies in a 
natural simplicity of thought to affect the 
mind of tlie reader, from such vulgar picces 
as have little else besides this single (luali-
JiMtion to recommend them. I have like-
wise examined the works of the greatest 
P'jet which our nation, or perhaps any 

u® P''°duced, and particularized 
most 01 those rational and manly beauties 
winch give a value to that divine work. I 
. enter upon an essay on 

1 he Pleasures of the Imagination,' wh'ich, 
though It shall consider the subject at lanrc, 
will perhaps suggest to the reader what it 
IS that gives a beauty to many passages of 
the finest wntcrs both in prose and verse 
As an undertaking of this nature is entirely 
new, I (juestion not but it will be received 
with candour, Q 

No. 410.] Friday, June 20, i r i 2 . 

- D u m ( b r i j BLUI, n ih i l v1d»tur m u n d i u i . —I'M... iviifl eulii. •ii.iii vKirmf inuiiaiui. 
raajfis com poa i tum q u i d q u a m , nee inag i s e i e n n s ; 

Q u e , c am a t n a i o r e BUO cum c v i i a n i , f i gu r iuns 
H a r u m viilere i n ^ l u f i p m , s o r d f s , i n o p i a n t : 
Uua iQ inhonMUe B0I9 e in t i^omi, a l q u e avidK cibi 
Q u o pac io e x Ju re bo f iUmo pa r t em a i ru in v o r e a l ' ' 
NUSK o m n i a b s c , u l u s a i i n l m x n t u l i s . 

Ttr. E i i n . Act ». Be 
' W b m i t e y a r e sbroar i , n o l h i n g so c l f a n and n i w l r 

d r e s s e d ; an-l ivbeii a l supper w i t h a c a l l a n t , t hey do bfic 
piiidlp, a n d pick tlie choicest b i i s ; b u t t o see the i r n a s t i -
n w s a n d p o r c n y a i home, ibeif e l u l l o n y , a n d h o w i h e r 
d e v o u r black c t u s n dipped in y e s W r d a y a b to th , i s a 
per fec t ap t i do re a g a i n s t w e o c b i n g . ' 

WILL HONEYCOMB, who disguises his 
present decay by visiting the wcnches of 
the town only by way of humour, told us, 
that the last rainy night he, with Sir Roger 
de Coverlej^, was driven into the Temple 
cloister, whither had escaped also a lady 
most exactly dressed from head to foot. 
Will made no scruple to acquaint us, that 
she saluted him very familiarly by his name, 
and turning immediately to the knight, she 
said, she supposed that was his good friend 
SirRogerde Covcrley: u[wn which nothing 
less could follow than Sir Roger's approach 
to salutation, with ' Madam, the same, a t 
y<wr sen-ice.' She was dressed in a black 
tabby mantuaandpetticoat, without ribands-
hcr linen striped muslin, and in the whole 
an agreeable second mourning; decent 
dresses being often affected by the crea-
tures of the town, at once consulting cheap-
ness and the pretension to modesty. She 
went on with a familiar easy Mr, ' Y o u r 
friend, Mr. Honeycomb, isalit t lesurprised 
to see a woman here alone and unattended; 
but I dismissed my coach at the gate, and 
tripped it down to my counsel's chambers; 
for lawyers' fees take up too much of a small 
disputed jointure to admit any other ex-
penses but mere necessaries.' Mr. Honey-
comb begged they might have the honour 
of setting her down, for Sir Roger's servant 
was gone to call a coach. In the interim the-
footman returned with 'no coach to be had; ' 
and there appeared nothing to be done but 
trusting herself with Mr, Honeycomb and 
hia friend, to wait at the tavern at the gate-
for a coach, or to be subjected to all the 
impertinence she must meet with in that 
public place. Mr. Honeycomb being a man 
of honour, determined the choice of the 
first, and Sir Rigcr as the better man, took 
the lady by the hand, leading her through all 
the shower, r.overiiig her with his hat, and 
gallanting a familiar acquaintance through 
rows of voungfellows, who winked at Sukey 
in the state she marchcd ojf, Will Honey, 
comb bringing up the rear. 

Much importunity prevailed upon the 
fair one to admit of a collation, where, af ter N...̂ , MUL.JIV ui a. .. V, AIVER 
declaring she had no stomach, and having 
eaten a couple of chickens, devoured a truss 
of sallet, and drank a full bottle to her 
share, she sung the Old Man's Wish to 
Sir R(^er. T h e knight left the room for 
some time after supper, and writ the fol-
lowing billet, which he conveyed to Sukey, 
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and Sukey to her fr iend Wi l l Honcycomb. 
Wi l l has given it to Sir Andrew Freepovt, 
who read it last night to the club. 

• I am not so mere a country gentleman, 
but 1 can guess at t he law business you had 
at the Temple . If you would go down to 
the country, and leave oiF all your vanities 
but your singing, let me know at my lodg-
ings in Bow-street, Covent-garden, and you 
shall be encouraeed bv your humble ser-
vant, R O G E R D"E C O V E R L E Y . ' 

M y good friend could not well stand the 
raillery which was rising upon h im; but to 
put a stop to it, I delivered Wi l l Honey 
comb the following letter, and desired him 
to read it to t he bMrd. 

' MB. SPECTATOR,—Having seena trans-
laticmcf one of t he chapters in the Canticles 
into English verse inserted among your late 
papers, I have ventured to send you the 
seventh chapter of the Proverbs in a poetical 
dress. If you think it worthy appeal ing 
am(Mig your speculations, it will be a suf-
ficient reward for t he trouble of your con-
stant r e ^ c r , A. B, 

" M ^ BOn, t b ' i n s tn i c l ioD t h e t l o f w o r d a i m p a r t . 
G r a v e « n t h e l i v ing la Met of t h y h e t r t ; 
A n d all t h f w h o l e s o m e jvi^cepis t h a t I s i r e 
O b s e r r e w i t h s t r i c tev t r e v e i f n e e ; a n d l ive . 

" L e t all Ihy I t omafe be l o W i s d o m pa id , 
h e r p r o l e c l i o n , a n d implore her a i d ; 

T h a t she m a y h e e p t h j r soul f r o m h a r m secure . 
A n d i ^ r n Itiy foo t s t eps f r o m t h e Aartot ' s door , 
W h o w i t h cUfB'd c h a r m s lu res t h e u n w a r y i n . 
A n d soo thes w i l h t l a t l e r r t h e i r «ouls w sin-

" O n r e f r o m m y w i n d o w , a s I cas t m i n e e y e 
O n thos r t h a t p o s d i n g iddy n u m b e r s by, 
A j o u t h a r a o n g t h e fool ish y o u i t a I spy 'd, 
W h o took n o t sacnx l w i s d o m for h i s guide . 

" J u s t R s t h e " u n w i t h d r e w h i s rooter l i ch t , 
A tv j e n n i n e soR led o c t h e s h a d e s o f n i e h l . 
He s to le i n c o v e r t t w i l i g h t t o b i s f a t e , 
A h d pass 'd t h e c o r n e t n e a r I h e h a r l o t ' s g a t e ; 
W b e n lo, a w o m a n coraes! 
L o o s e her a t t i r e , a n d such h e r g l a r i n g dress, 
A s ap t ly did ttie h a r l o t ' s iDind e s p r e a s ; 
Subt le she is, a n d prac t i s 'd i n tlie a r t s 
By w h i c h t h e w a n t o n c o n q u e r heedleee h e a r t s : 
S t u b b o r n a n d loud she i s ; she h a t e s her h o m e ; 
V a r y i n g bcr place and f o n s , she loves t o r o a m : 
N o w she ' s w i t h i n , n o w in t h e s t reet d o t h s t r a y , 
N o w at each c o i n e r s t a n d s , a n d w a i t s h e r prey . 
Thp y o u t h she s e i i ' d : a n d l a y i n i n o w e i i d e 
All modes ty , t h e f ema le ' s j u s t e s t pr ide, 
She sa id w i t h a n e m b r a c e . • I l e t e a t m y h o u s e 
Peace .oBer ings srp, t h i s d a y I paid m y v o w s . 
I there fore c a m e a b r o a d t o m e e t m y dea r . 
A n d lo, i n l iappy Iwur , I find thee 
My c h a m b e r r » e ado rn ' d , a n d o 'er m y bed 
A r e c o v c r i n e s o f t h e r iches t t a p s t ry sp read . 
W i t h l i n r n i t i« decC'd f r o m E g y p t b rough t , 
And c a r v i n g s by the cu r ious a r t i s t w r o u g h t ; 
I t v c a n u no g l ad p e i f u a i e A r a b i a yields 
I n all Qer c i t ron groves , a n d spicy f ie ids ; 
He re a l l iiet s to re of r i ches t odour meets , 
I ' l l lay t hee i n a w i lde rness o f s w e e t * ; 
W h a t e v e r t o tJie s e n s e can t r a t e f i i l be 
I liave col locmJ the re 1 w a n t h u t thee . 
M y h u s b a n d ' s gone a j o u r n e y fa r s w a y , 
Much gold he tboK ab road , a n d Ion* w i l l s t a y 
B e I iam'd fo r h i s r e t u r n a d i s t a n t d a y ' 

" U p o n h e r t ongue did such s m o o t h mi sch ie f dwell . 
A n d rtoin h e r l ips such we lcome l i a t l ' r y tel l , 
Til ' u n g u a r d e d y o u t h , i n si l lcen f e t t e r s t y ' d , 
Reai^n'd hia r e a s o n , a n d w i t h e a s e i-omply'd. 
r i iua does t h e o i t o h i s o w n s l a u E l i f r go, 
And thus is eeo«ele«s of t h e i m p e n d i n g b low, 
T l i u j d i e , ,1,5 s imple bi rd i n t o t h e s n a r e , 

Kilt le t m y s o n s a t l e n l . A t t e n d may Ihcy 
W l i o m yoi i thf t t l v i g o u r m a y l o s i n b e t r a y ; 
I . e t t h e m fa l se c h a r m e r s fly, a n d e u a r d t h e i r h e s n s 
A g a i n s t t h e w i l y w a n t o n ' s p leas ing a r t s ; 
W i l b ca re di tpci t h e i r s teps, nor i i i m a s t r a y 
T o t r e a d the p « t h ^ o f h < ' r d e r e i t f u l w a y ; 
J ,es t they t o o l . i t e of h e r fril p o w ' r c o m p l a i n . 
A n d fa l l , w h e r e m a n y m i g h t i e r h s v s been s l a i n . " 

T t a t akiifui f o w l e r s foi 
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P A P R K I. 

O S T H E P I . F . A a f n j E S O F T H E I M A G I N A T I O N . 
O w f f i ' f f — T h e p e r f r c t i o n o f o u r *i?ht a b o v e o u r o the r 

senses . T h e M e a s u r e s o f t h e i m a g i n a t i o n ar i se o r ig i . 
na l ly f r o m s ight . T h e p l ea su re s of t h e i m a e m a t i o n 
d iv ided u n d e r t w o ads . T h e p l ea su re s of t h e i m a g i -
n a t i o n in s n m e res j iec ts equa l 10 those o f t h e u n d e r , 
s t a n d i n g . T h e e x t e n t of t h e p l ea su re s of the i r a a g i n a . 
t i o n . T h e a d v a n t a g e * a m a n receives f r o m a rel ish of 
thesf p leasures , l i t v»hat respec t t i iey a r e preferable 
t o thoac of t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 

A v i a P ier id i im p e r a g i o loca rml l i i i s a n i e 
T r i t a s o l o : j u v a i i i ueg ros accedere Ihnteia , 
AtquB h a u r i r e i w - L ib . i . 925. 

I n w i l d u n c l e a r ' d . t o M u s e s a r e t r e a t . 
O 'e r g round u n t r o d before I d e v i o u s ro&m. 
A n d d e e p . e n a m o u r ' d , i o l o l a t e n t s p r i n g s 
P r e s u m e t o peep a t coy v i r g i n N a i a d s . 

OUR sight is t he most pcrfect and most 
delightfiii of all our senses. I t fills the mind 
with the largest variety of ideas, converses 
with its objects at the greatest distance, and 
continues the longest in action withi>ut being 
tired or satiated with its proper enjoyments. 
T h e sense of feeling can indeed give us a 
notion of extension, shape, and all othet 
ideas that enter at the eye, except colours; 
but at the same t ime it is v e ^ much strained, 
and confined in its operatinns, to the num-
ber, bulk, and distance of its particular 
objects. O u r sight seems designed to sup-
ply all these defects, and mav be considered 
as a more dclicate and diffusive kind of 
touch,that spreads itself over an infinite m t j -
titude of bodies, comprehends the largest 
figures, and brings into oiir r each some of 
the most remote par t s of the universe. 

It is this sense which furnishes the ima-
gination with i t ! ideas; so that by ' t h e 
Jjleasures of the imagination,' or ' f ancy , ' 
(which I shall use promiscuously) I here 
mean such as arise from visible objects, 
ei ther when we have them actually m our 
view, or when we call u p their itieas into our 
minds by paintings, su tues , descriptions, 
or any the ikeocca.«on. W e cannot indeed 
have a single image in the fancy that did 
not make its first appearance through the 
sight; but we have the fwwer of retaining, 
altering, and compounding those images, 
which we have once received, into all the 
varieties of picture and vision that are most 
agreeable to t he imagination; for by this 
f a u l t y a man in a dungeon is capable of 
entertaining himself with scenes and land-
scapes more beautiful than any that can be 
found in the whole compass of nature. 

T h e r e are few words in t he EngUsh lan-
guage which arc employed in a more loose 
and uncircumscribcd seuse than those of 
the fancy and the imagination, I therefore 
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thought it nccess-ary to fix and determine 
the notion of these two words, as I intend 
to make use of thein in the thread of my 
following speculations, that the reader Jn;iy 
conceive rightly what is the sviWect whicn 
1 proceed upnii. I must therefore desire 
him to remember, tliat by ' t h e pleasures 
of the im:i(;ination,' I mean only such plea-
sures as arise originally from sight, and 
tliat I divide these pleasures into twokirds ; 
my d e a ^ beint- first of all to discourse of 
those primary pleasures of the imagination, 
which entirely proceed from such objects 
as are before our eyes; and in the next 
place to speak of those secondary pleasures 
of the imagination which flow from the 
ideas of visible objects, when the objects are 
not actually before the eve, but are called 
up into our memories or formed into agree-
able visions of things that arc either absent 
or fictitious. 

T h e pleasures of the imagination, taken 
in the ftill extent, are not so i^ross as those 
of sense, nor so refined as those of the un-
derstanding. T h e last are indeed more 
jireferable, because they arc founded on 
some new knowledge or improvement in 
the mind of man; yet it roust be ci.nfcssed, 
that those of the imasination .ire as ^rcat 
and as transporting as the other. A beau-
tiful prospect dd ights the scui as much as 
a demonstration; and a (icsctiplion in Ho-
mer has charmed more readers than a 
chapter in Aiistotle. Besides, the plea-
sures of the imagination have this advan-
tage a!)ove those of the undei'stunding, that 
they are more obvious, and more easy to Ije 
acquire"!. It is but oijeninf; the eye, and 
the scene enters. T h e coloui-spaitit them-
selves on the fancy, with very little atten-
tion of thought or application of the mind 
in the l>eholder. \Ve are struck, we know 
not how, with the symmetry of any thing 
we see, and immediately assent to the 
beauty of an object, without inquiring into 
the particular causes and occasions of it. 

A man of a polite imagination is let into 
agrca t many pleasures tiiat the vulgar are 
not capable of receiving. He can converse 
•with a picture and find an agreeable com-
panion in a statue. He meets with a secret 
refreshment in adescription, and often feels 
a P l a t e r satisfaction in the prospcct of 
fields and meadows, than another does in . 
the possession. It gives him, indeed, a kind 
of property in every thing he sees, and 
make« the most rude uncultivated paits of 
nature administer to his pleasures; so that 
he looks upon the world as it were in an-
other light, and discovers in it a multitude 
of charms, that conceal themselves from 
the generality of mankind. 

There a w indeed but very few who know 
how to be idle and innocent, or have ,i re-
lish ol any pleasures that are not criminal; 
every diversion they take is at the expense 
of some one virtue or another, and their 
very first step out of business is into vice or 
fully. A man should endeavour, tlierefoi'e. 

to make the sphere of his Innocent plea-
sures as wide as possible, that he may re-
tire into them witJi safety, and find in them 
such a satisfaction as a wise man woukl not 
blush to take. Of this nature are those of 
the imagination, which do not retjuirc such 
a bent cf thought as is necessary to our 
more serious employments, nor at the same 
time, suffer the mind to sink into that neg-
ligence and remissness, which are apt to 
accompany our more sensual delights, hut, 
like a gentle cxercise to the faculties, 
awaken them from sloth and idleness, 
without putting them upon any labour or 
difficulty. 

W e might here add, that the pleasures 
of the fancy are more conducive to healtli 
than those of the understanding, which arc 
worked out by dint of thinking, and attend-
ed with too violent a labour of the brain. 
Delightful scenes, whether in nature, paint-
ing, or poetrv', have a kindly influence on 
the body, as well as the mind; and not only 
serve to clear and brighten the imagina-
tion, but are able to disperse giief and me-
lancholy, and tt> set the animal spirits in 
ple:isin? and agreeable motions. For this 
reason Sir Francis Bacon, in his Essay upon 
Health, has net thought it improper to 
prescribe to his reader a poem or a pros-
pect, where he partiodarly diisuades him 
frrm knotty anc subtle disquisitions, ancl 
advises hini to pursue studies that fill the 
mind with splendid and illustrious ohjcct^, 
as histories, fables, and contemplations cf 
nature. 

I have in this paper, by way of introduc-
tion, settled the notion of those pleasures 
of the imagination which are the subject of 
my present undertaking, and endeavoured, 
by several considerations, to recommend to 
my reader the pursuit of these pleasures. 
I shall in my next paper examine the seve-
ral srurces from whence these pleasures 
are derived. O. 

No . 412.] Monday, June 23, 171?. 
PAPER II-

ON T H E P L E A S i : R B a O F T H E IMAGEVATIOV-
Gmrmt , .—Thiw jn r rc r* o f j l l ilK! p teamrMOfDic tm.T 

»in«lion, in m i mirv«y i>f oii iwar4 obj fcu . M n v 
what is ffrrnt r ^ ^ a v s the imacmacinn. How i.i 
new p i q u e t th» h n i r i n a t l n n How v h i i n b o ^ i i r u l 
in our riwn «pi>cles plraflrii the Irrastnalioxt- Irotv 
what i>l>»«mifiil in ii-n»ral p l r am^the t m a i i m i i o n . 
W h a t ullvr ai-i-irl>ria1 o a t i w n i a y eomnbute lo i t o 
beigKlcninf n r ih i iK pieasrirei 

Uiviinm, «jc breve Sol opi!.—.Mart. Ep. i 
The wotk, diviiJui t 

OJBIl 
ptiy. ihorier gi 

I SHAT.L first crnsidertho.se pleasures of 
the imagination which arise from the actual 
view anil survey of outward obji.'ct»; an<l 
these, I think, all proceed from the sieht 
of what is great, uncommon, or beautiful. 
There mav, iudccxl, be scmething so terri-
ble or offensive, that the liorror or loath-
someness of an object may overbear tlK^ 
pleasure which results from its greatnes.s. 
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nwcky , or bcautv; but still there will be 
such ii mixture ' i i f delight in the ven-
disgust it gives u s as any of th tse three 
qualifications are most cuiispicuiius and 
l>i-cvHi!ing. , , „ 

Bysreatness , 1 do not only mean the oulK 
of any single object, but the lai^eness of a 
•whole view, considered as one entire piece. 
Such are the prosperts of an open cham-
paign cc'.untry, a vast uncultivated desert, 
of huge heaps of mountwns, high rocks and 
precipices, or a wide expanse of water , 
-where we are net struck with t he novelty 
or beauty of the sight, but with tha t mde 
kind of magnificence which appears in 
manv of these stupendous works eit Nature . 
Our ' imagination loves to be filled with an 
object, or to grasp at anv thing tha t is too 
big for its capacity. W e are fiung into a 
pleasing astonishmc-nt at svich unbouiidetl 
Tiews and fee! a delightful stillness and 
amazement in the soul at t he apprelicnsirns 
of them, Then i ind of man naturally liates 
every tiling that looks like a restraint upon 
it, and is ap t to fancy itself under a sort of 
confinement, when the sight is pent up in 
a narrow compass, and shortened on ever)' 
side by the neiKhbourhood of walls ur 
mountains. On the contrary, a spacious 
horizon is an image of libcrtv, where the 
eye has room to range abroad, to expatiate 
at lai-ee on the immensity of its views, and 
tft lose itself amidst t he variety of objccts 
that offer themselves to its observatum. 
Such wide andtindeterniined prospects are 
sis pleasins to tlie fancv as the speculations 
of eternity or infinitude are to the under-
suudine. But if there be a beauty of un-
commmness joined with this grandeur, as 
in a troubled octan, a heaven adorned with 
stars and meteors, or a spacious landscape 
cut out into rivers, woods, rocks and 
meadows, the pleasure still grows upon 
us, as it arises f rom more than a single 
principle. 

Every thing that is new or uncommon, 
raises a pleasure in t he imagination bccause 
it fills t he soul with an ag;reeable surprise, 
gratifies its curiosity, and gives it an idea 
of which it was not before possessed. VV e 
ai-e indeed so often conversant with one set 
of objects, and tired nut witli so many rc-
pCHted shows of the same things, that 
wh;itrvcr is new or uncommon contributes 
a little to vary human life, and to divert 
our minds, for a while, with the strange-
ness of its appearance. It serves us for a 
kind cf refreshment, and takes off trom 
tha t satiety we are ap t to complain of, in 
our usual and ordinary entertainments. It 
is this tha t bestows charms on a monster, 
and makes even the imperfections of nature 
please us. It is this tha t recommends va-
ri<>tv, -where the mind is ever>' "istant call-

off to somethint; new, and the attentiQn 
not suffered to dwell too long, and waste it-
self cm any mr t i cu la r object. I t is this, 
likewise, that improves what is great or 
beautiful and makes it afford the mind a 

double cineitainmeut. Groves, fields, and 
niecidows, are at anv season of t he year 
pleasant to look upnii, but never so much 
as in the opening of the spring, when they 
are all new and fresh, with their first gloss 
upon them, and not yet too mnch^ accus-
tomed and familiar to the eye. i or this 
reason there is nothing more enlivens a 
jirospect than rivers, jetteaus, or falls of 
water, wlicre the scene is perpetually shift-
ing, and entertaining the sight even" mo-
ment with something tha t is new. W e a re 
quickly tired with locking upon hills and 
valleys, where everv thins? continues fixed 
and settled in t he same place and |x)sture, 
but find our thoughts a little agitated and 
relieved M the sight of iucli cbjccts as a r e 
ever in motion, and sliding away from be-
neath the eye of thebeholder . 

But there is nothing tha t makes its way 
mo.-e directlv to tiie soul than beauty, 
which immediately diffuses a secrct satis-
faction and complacency through the ima-
gination, and gives a finishing to any tiling 
tha t is great or uncommon. T h e very fipt 
discovery of it strikes the mind with an m-
w a n \ joy, and spreads a cheei-fuiness and 
delight thr.iugh all its faculties. T h e r e is 
not pe rhaps any real beauty or deformity 
move in oue picce of mat ter than another, 
because we might have been so made, tha t 
whatsoever now appears loathsome to us 
might have shown itself agrceiible; but we 
find by experience that there are several 
niodifications of matter , which the mind, 
without any previous consideration, pro-
nounces at first sight beautiful or deformed. 
T h u s we sec tliat every different speciesof 
sensible creatures has its different notions 
of beauty, and that each of them is must 
affected with the beauties of its own kind. 
T h i s is no where more remarkable tlian in 
birds of the same shape and proportion, 
where we often see the ma te detemiiiied 
in his courtship by tlie single grain or 
tincture of a feather, and never discovering 
any charms but in the colour of its specics. 

• S f i i t h n l a m o w . 
CiirPli l i i l l^ses ; 
f o l i c i r a t n ive i i» 
iipleniliilii l a r iu jc 
r u r p i i c r n H i e n i l . 
F(pni in ' 'n explor ; 
r<iiiieu«, paribnsqii 
Vi facecet , [ u t i i s svl 
<'iiTifusaiD a ' p i 
E I S ' -nin anihi 

a r e fi-lrrn. s n n c t s s ^ i i e \-rK'tiir 
m i l h i " ) in p w i ^ r e r a n i k i r 
i ^ q u ^ jirftvnin . nccn i l i l a m o r e m 
v r i h o i i c j t a i n v c r l i t * r n s l a , 
lUTiiiHrum: a s i a » i n m « 
caiiTu«, m^'M'lasqitp req i i i r i i 

tnT«>rliIft c n r p o t a jfiiTtiB; 
iin f i r c i im unitiqiM" Lioii^iri? 

•pe* vuljr^ pj^it ' i^yue bift irniP' . 
i i i i i i . e t v f n ' - r a n i n n u n i i m K i i r f t r i 

' HiB« Meru la i n i i igro s r o b l e r i a i n l « i a m a n 
H i n t snciuni l a s c i v a p r m P h i l o n i d a cannrLiii 
Asnnxr i i q i i ' ' P " " aon i l u s . h i t i r N i x l i m i r i " 
< 'ani t iFi i i n i a r i n n . e t f l a i i co f i r i i ra tur nn'll.'M. 
N ' -mpe flW » n i r f r « i n t i ! i t . c i e i < i i q u « <HJiil«n 
L i j c i J a i w ^ n i e a , c a « ( 0 9 c o n f r s « a p f t r r n l e s ; 
Duio viridi-* i n l ^ r salTu* l u o ^ f ^ u e wiiar>rii« 
Vcn* noTO ^ x u l t M . p l i imaNju ' ' d w » r a ju^vnl l l 
E x p H w t ail stitom p«i r i i=quf c o l n r l b i n srdcc.-

• Ttv! frithiT-il llii"liailJ, i n hi« p s r l n c r tri i», 
Pr i -aervfs c n n u l j i a l l i l ea i nv i . i lMf , 
VVilhfOl.l i n i l i r t f t p n w r v p r y f h a n n h e • « » . 
I ' b o m i l k y w h i t e n e s s of t b e R t a i e l y n f i rk . 

• I t w o u l d Bpem f rora Iii« m a n n e r o f jncrAtlufin^ 
i b e m , t l i a l Mr . Ail i iUon w M l i i m M i f of i l * * 
I n e veraei . 
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Tlw s h m i n g down, prnuci fTMt, ftni purple 
But cant ion« with a aearchine eye expinrefl 
The fcniate I r iO^ hie proprr ma te to And, 
Wil l i kmdred colours m a r k ' d ; did h€ nn t BO. 
The Rmvft w i t h painted monste™ would a b ^ i h l , 
T h ' um^ienous producl of Linnatural love. 
Tlie biackb^rd hcuce selecrftb^r looty spou ie ; 
ThP niehii i i f i t le , b r n(nfij<*al com]»>cr, 
l.itr'd by tlip welI-kno»ni void**: the bird of night, 
Hmit svith dusky w i n f s and fireeniib eyps, 
W o n j hiii dim paramour . I ' he h^auteouA rsce 

thecbast*' IOTO* o f t f i e i r p ro^en i lon 
WlK^n. by tfte Aprinx invi ted th rv exult 
In woods «i\d fields, and to the flun uorold 
Their plumes, tha t w i t h paternal colouTs g l o v / 

There is a second kind o fbeau tv tha t we 
find in the several products of a i t and na-
ture, which does not work in the imagina-
tion with that warmth and violence as the 
beatJty that appears in our proper species, 
but is apt however to raise in us a secret 
delight, and a kind of fondness for the 
^ a c e s or objects in which we discover i t 
This consists cither in tl»e gaiety or variety 
of colours, in the symmetry and proportion 
of parts, in the arrangement and disposi-
tion of bodies, or in a just mixture and con-
currence of all l e a t h e r . Among these 
several kinds of beanty the eye takes most 
delight in colours. W e n o where meet with 
a more glorious or pleasing show in nature 
than what appears m the heavens at the 
rising and setting of the sun, which is 
wholly made up of those different stains of 
light that show themselves in clouds of a 
different situation. For this reason we find 
the poets, who arc always addressing them-
selves to the imagination, borrowing more 
of their epithets from colours than from 
any other topic. 

As the fancy delights in every thing that 
is great, strange, or beautiful, and is still 
more pleased the more it finds of these 
perfections in the same object, so it is 
capable of receiving a new satisfaction by 
the assistance of another sense. Thus , any 
continued sound, as the music of birds, or 
a fall of water, awakens every moment the 
mind of the beholder, and makes him more 
attentive to the several beauties of the 
place that lie before him. Thus, if there 
arises a fragrancy of smells or perfiimes, 
thev heighten the pleasures of the imagi-
nation, and make even the colours and 
verdure of the landscape appear more 
agreeable; for the ideas of both senses re-
commend each other, and arc pleasanter 
together than when they enter the mind 
separately; as the different colours of a 
P^ture, when they are well disposed, set 
oft one another and receive an additional 
beauty from the advantages of their situa-
tion. O. 

No. 413.] Tuetday, JuneU, 1712. 
P A P E R III . 

ON T H E P I , E A 8 0 E E S O F T H E IMAGIW.ATION. 
W h y iheneces ta ry c a u i ~ n f o i i r he inep l e s ! . 

Kl wi th w h a t is t r e a t , now. or Wautif i j l , unknowB. 
W h y the linal cause morp k n o w n and more as«ful. 
Tiie f inal cause of our being pWued w i t h w h a t i s 

t r e a t . Thi> f inal raiisn of our be in t pie a»nd with w h a t 
is new. The Anal cause of nur be in t pleated wi th 
w h a t IB beaut i fu l in our own Rprries. The flnal 
cause of our being pleased m itti w h a t l ! beeuliful in 
general. 

- C a u l a Jatet, vis est n o t i s s l m a -
Orii. Met. i l . 20T. 

T h e cause is secret, bu t th' e f i ^ t k n o w n . — A i i i m . 

THOUGH in yesterday's paper we con-
sidered how every thing that is great, new, 
or beautiful, is apt to affcct the imagina-
tion with pleasure, we must own that it is 
impossible for us to assign the necessary 
cause of this pleasure, because we know 
neither the nature of an idea, nor the sub-
stance of a human soul, which might help 
us to discover the conformity or disagree-
ableness of the one to the other; and there-
fore, for want of such a light, all that we 
can do in speculations of this kind, is to 
reflect on those operations of the soul that 
are most agreeable, and to range, under 
their proper heads, what is pleasing or dis-
pleasing to the mind, without being able to 
trace out the several necessary and efficient 
causes from whence the pleasure or dis-
pleasure arises. 

Final causes lie more bare and open to 
our observation, as there are often a greater 
variety that belong to the same effect; and 
these, though they are not altogether so sa-
tisfactory, are generally more useful than 
the other, as they give us greater occasicm 
of admiring the goodness and wisdom of the 
first Contriver. 

One of the final causes of our delight in 
any thing that is great may be this. T h e 
Supreme Author of our beinghas so formed 
the soul of man, that nothing but himself 
can be its l&st, adequate, and proper hap-
piness. Because, therefore, a great par t 
of our happiness must arise from the con-
templation of his being, that he might give 
our souUa just relish of such acontempla-
tion, he has made them naturally delight 
in the apprehension of what is great or un-
limited. Our admiration, which is a very 
pleasing motion of the mind, immediately 
rises at the conaderation of any object that 
takes up a great deal of room in the fancy, 
and, by consequence, will improve into t i e 
highest pitch of astonishment and devotion 
when we contemplate his nature, that is 
neither circumscribed by time nor place, 
nor to be comprehended by the largest 
capacity of a created being. 

He has annexed a sccret pleasure to the 
idea of any thing that is new or uncommon, 
that he might encourage us in the pursuit 
after knowledge, and engage us to search 
into the wonders of his creation; for every 
new idea brings such a pleasure along witfi 
it as rewards any pains we have taken in 
its acquisition, and consequently serves as 
a motive to put us upon fresh discoveries. 

He has made every thing that is beauti-
ful in our own species pleasant, that all 
creatures mitrht be tempted to multiply 
their kind, and fill the world with inhabit-
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ants; for it is veiy remarkable, that where-
ever nature is crossed in the production of 
a monster (the result of anv unnatural mix-
ture) the breed is incapable of propagating 
its likeness, and of founding a new order of 
creatures; so that, unless all animals were 
allured by the beauty- of their own specie^s, 
generation would be at an end, and the 
earth unpeopled. 

In the last place, he has made every 
thing that is beautiful in all other objects 
pleasant, or rather has made so many 
objects appear beautiful, that he might 
render the whole creation more gay and 
delightful. He has given almost every 
thing about us the power of rtdsing an 
agreeable idea in the imagination: so that 
it is impossible for us to behold his works 
with coldness or indifference, and to survey 
so many beauties without a secret satisfac-
tion and complacency. Things would make 
but a poor appearance to the eye, if we 
saw them only in their proper figures and 
motions; and what reason can we assign 
for their exciting in us manv of those ideas 
-which are different from any thmg that 
exists in the (Ejects themselves (for such 
are light and colours,) were it not to add 
supemumerarv ornaments to the universe, 
and make it more agreeable to the imagi-
nation? we are every where entertained 
-with pleasing shows and apparitions; we 
discover imaginary glories iu the heavens, 
and in the earth, and see some of this vi-
sionary beauty poured out upon the whole 
c r e a i d n n t b u t w h a t a r o u g h u n s i g h t l y s k r t c h 
of nature should we be entertamed with, 
did all her colouring disappear, and the 
several distinctions of light and shade 
vanish? In short, our souls are at p r ^ e n t 
delightfully lost and bewildered in a pleas-
ing delusion, and we walk about like the 
enchanted hero in a romance, who sees 
beautiful castles, woods, andmeadows; and, 
at the same time, hears the warblmg ol 
birds, and the purling of streams; but, 
upon the finishing of some secret spell, the 
fantastic scene breaks up, and the mscon-
solate knieht finds himself on a b a n w 

truth which has been proved incontestibly 
bv many modem philosophers, and is in-
deed one of the finest speculations in tha t 
science, if the English reader would sec 
the notion expWned at large, he m ^ hnd 
it in the eighth chapter of the second b o o t 
of Mr. Locke's Essay on Human Under-
standing. 

heath, or in a solitary desert. I t is not im-
probable that sometliing like this may be 
the state of the soul after its first separa-
tion, in respect of the images it will receive 
from matter; though indeed the ideas ot 
colours are so pleasmg and beautilul in the 
imamnation, that it is possible the soul will 
not 6e deprived of them, but perhaps find 
them excited by some other 
cause, as they are at present by the ditter-
ent impressions of the subtle matter on the 
organ of sight. , 

I have here supposed that my reader is 
acquanted with that great modem disco-
verv, which is at present universally ac-
knciwUdsed by all the inquirers mto natural 
philosophy namely, that light and colours, 
as apprehended by the imagination, p e only 
ideas in the minfl, and not qualities that 
have any existence in matter. As this is a 

The following letter of Steele to Addmn 
reprinted here from the original edition 
of the Sfiectator in folio. 

• June 24, 1712. 
•MR. SPECTATOR,—I would not divert 

the course of vour discourses, when you reem 
bent upon obliging the world with a tram of 
thinking, which, rightly attended to, m w 
render the life of everj- man who reads 
i t m o r e e a s v a n d h a p p y f o r t h e future, T h e 
pleasures of the hnagination are what be-
wilder life, when reason and judgment do 
not interpose; it is therefore a worthy action 
in you to look carefully into the powers of 
fancy, that other men, from the knowledge 
of them, mav improve their joys, and allav 
their griefs, bv a just use of that faculty. 1 
say sir, I would not interrupt you in the 
progress of this discourse; but if you will 
do me the favour of inserting this letter in 
your next paper, you will do some service 
to the pub ic, though not in so noble a way 

• of obliging, as that of improving their 
minds. -Mlow me, sir, to acquaint you 
with a design (of which I am partly au-
thor,) though it tends to no CTeater good 
than that of getting money, I should not 
hope for the Favour of a philosopher in this 
matter, if it were not attempted under all 
the restrictions which ^ u sages put upon 
private acquisitions. T h e first pciTwse 
which every good man is to propose w him-
self, is the service of his prince and coun-
try; after that is done, he cannot add to 
himself, but he must also be beneficial to 
them. T h i s s c h e m e of gan is not only-con-
sistent with that end, but has its very being 
in subordination to it; for no man ^ a 
e a n e r here but at the same time he him-
self, or some other, must succeed m their 
dealings with the government. It is called 
• T h e Multiplication Table, and is so far 
calculated for the immediate service of her 
maiesty, that the same person who is for-
tunate in the lotterv of the state may re-
ceive yet further advantage m this table. 
And I am sure notlung can be more pleas-
ing to her gracious temper than to find out 
additional methods of increasing their good 
fortune wiio adventure anv thing in her 
service, or laying occasions for others to be-
come capable of serving their country who 
are at present in too low circumstances to 
exert themselves. T h e manner of exe-
cuting the design is by giving out receipts 
for hSf guineas received, which shall entitle 
the fortunate bearer to certain sums m the 
table, as it is set forth at large in the pro-
posals printed the twenty-third instant. 
There is another circumstance m this cle-
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sign which gives mc hopes of your favoui-
to it, and that is what Tully" advises, to 
wit, that the benefit is made aa diffusive as 
possible. Every one that has half a fuine.i 
IS put into the possibility, fn>m that small 
sum to raise liimsclf an easy fortune; when 
these little parccls of wealth arc, as it 
were, thus thrown back again into the re-
donation of providcnce, wc are to cxpcct 
that some who live un'lcr hardships or ob-
scurity may be produced to the world in 
the figure they (leserve bv this means. I 
doubt not but this last argiiment will have 
force with you; and I cannot add another 
to it, but what vour severity will, I fear, 
very little regard; which is, tha t I am, sir, 
your greatest admirer, 

' R I C H A R D S T E E L E , " 

No. 414.] Wednesday, June 15, 1712. 

P A P E R I V . 

O S T H E P L E . ^ S U R E S O F T H E I M . l G I X A T r O N . 

CV«i««u.—'nx! «-orke of n a t u r e m m rteisaut t o t h e 
m n u n n a l i n n t l w n thnso n f a r t . T h e wo t l t s o T i n t u r r 
Mill i i inre p l< 'aMm. t h e m m * i h f y r w m h i e I h w of 
i n . T t K w o r k s nf » n loore p u M i n t , i h* nwre i hcy 
t F ^ r a b K ; i h o K of n a t u r e . O u r Eix j l i s l i p l a n i t t i o n a 
a n d g a r J o a s cans idc reJ i a t b e f o r c ^ i n s liglit . 

- . \ l t « r i u s s ic 
A l t e r a ftoacil o p e n r«a. e l c o n j i i r t i e m l c e . 

Mtr. Jtr, PMt T. 411. 
B u t m u l u a l l j U e y a f e J c a c S o t b e i ' i be!p. 

IF we CCTisider the works of nature and 
art OS they are qualified to entertain the 
imagination, we shall find the last very de-
fective in comparison of tlie former; for 
though they may sometimes appear as 
beautiful or strange, they can have nothing 
111 them of that vastiiess and immcnsitv, 
wliich afl^oi'd so great an enCenainmeiit to 
tlie niind of the beholder. T h e one mav be 
as polite and delicate as the other, but can 
never show herself so august and magnifi-
cent m the design. There is siimethini,' 
mdre bold and masterly in the rough care-
less strokes of nature, than in the nice 
touches and embellisliiiicnts of art. T h e 
beauties of the most stately garden or pa-
lace lie in a narrow compass, the imagina-
tion immediately runs them over, and re-
<|uires something else to gratity Iier; but in 
tlic wide fields of nature, the sight wanders 
up and down without confinement, and is 
tea witli an infinite variety of images with-
out any ccrtain stint or number. For this 
reason we always find the poet in love witli 
the country life, where nature appears in 
the greatL-st perfection, and furnislies out 
all those scenes that are most apt to delieht 
the imagination. 

Scr ip to r i im c b o r u s o r a l i s , n i a i n ^ r a n . , e t f j e i t t i r l « , 
Hir. l a b . 2. Kp. i i . 7J. 

T o CTOltos ^nd ^ o v ^ r u n 
T o e a s e a n d Bilencc. e v r y m u s e ' s gon. 

I l i e s ^ i i r A q ' l ies . »t n e s r i a fa i lure p i t s , 
Oives opu in v o x i a r u i n ; Uic l a i i s o t i a f u t i d i s , 

Psft. 

Fpel imri f , v i v i q u e l u r n s ; liic (Vi j IUaTi 'mpr . 
M u j i l u s q u c bouni, mollo«^uu stili abi^mB^Jtini. 

y i r j . Gttrg. i i , <7<i. 

He re e a i y q u i e t , a secure r e t r e a t , 
A h i r m l e s e l i fe t h a t k n o w s n o t lioiv tn d te&t . 
W i t h h o m e - b r « l p{enry (lift r i c h ^ w n p r MeM 
Aivl l u r a l p l ea su re s c r o w n f j i s tia ppiiij^sa, 
U n v e i d w i i b t iua r rc l s , und iAi i i rba v i m no i se 
T I k c o u n l r y k i n g h i s pesce fu l r e i l i i i eiijr>ys-
* ' o o l | ^ l s . a n d Ii v i n e l akes , t h e H o w r y jir'iile 
Of fiieads a n d fltream* t h a t thrc^urb the v a l k y r l i de 
And s b a i y s ro i -es t h a i easy s leep inv i to , 
A m i , a f t e r Iciilsoioe days , a s w e e t rcpoee a i n i j M , 

Drjdn. 
But thougil there are several of those 

wild sccnes, that are more delightful than 
any artificial shows, yet we find the works 
of nature still more pleasant, the more they 
resemble those of art : for in this case our 
pleasure rises from a double principle; from 
the agreeableness of the objects to the eye, 
and from their similitude to other objects. 
W e are pleased as well with comparing 
their beauties, aswith surveying them, and 
can represent them to our niinds, either as 
copies or originals. Hence it is that we 
take delight inaprospect which is well laid 
out, and diversified with fields and mea-
dows, woods and rivers; in those accidental 
landscapes of trees, clouds, and cities, that 
are sometimes found in the veins of marble: 
in thecuriousfret-work of rocks and grottos-
and, in a word, in anv thing that hath such a 
vanety or regularity as ma\- seem the effect 
of design in what we call the works of 
chance. 

if the products of nature rise in value ac-
cording as they more or less resemble those 
of art, we may be sure that artificial works 
receive a greater advantage from their re-
semblance of such as are natural; because 
here the similitude is nrt onlv )>lcas.-uit, but 
the pattern more perfect. "The pi-ettiest 
landscape I ever saw, was one dr.iwn on the 
walls of a dark room, which stood opposite 
on one side to a navigable river, and on tlie 
other to a park, Ti ie experiment is very 
common in optics. Here you might disco-
ver the waves and fluctuations of the water 
in strong and proper colours, with a picture 
of a ship entering at one end, and s.nilingl>y 
degrees through the whole piece. On ano-
ther there appcare<l the green shadows of 
trees, waving to and fro with the wind, and 
herds of deer among tliein in miniature, 
leaping about upon the wall, I mii!:t con-
fess the novelty of such a sight may be one 
tKcasion of its pleasantness to the imagina-
tion; but certainly its chief reason is its 
nearest rescmblancu to nature, a< it does not 
only, like other pictures, give the colnurand 
figure, but the motions of the things it re-
presents. 

W e have before obsen-cd, that there is 
generally in nature something mc.re grand 
and august than what we meet with in the 
curiosities of art. When, therefore, we see 
this imitated in any measure, it gives us a 
nobler and more exalted kind of jileasure 
than what wc receive from the nicer and 
more accurate productions of art On this 
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accmint OUT English gnrdens ai-e not so en-
tertaining to the fancy as tlinse in Francs 
and Itftlv, where wc see a large extent ot 
ground c'wered over with an aj^eeable 
mixture of garden and forest, which repre-
sejit evtrv- where an artificial rudenes-i, 
much more chnrming than that neatness 
and tlegancy which we meet with in those 
<-fourcwn cmmtrv-. Tt roiRlit indeed be of 
ill consequence to the public, as well as 
unprofitable to private persons, to alien«e 
so nmch ground from pasturage and the 
plough, in manv parts of a coiintry t h a U s 
so wdl peopled, and cultivated to a far 
p-eater iidvantasc- But why m w no: a 
whole c-itate be thrown into a kind of gar-
den bv frequent plantatirms, that may turn 
as much to the profit as the pleasure of the 
owner? A marsh overgrown with willows, 
or a maintain shadeil with oaks are not 
only more beautiful but more benehcial, 
than -when thev lie bare and unadorned. 
Fields of c^m make a pleasant prospect ; 
and if the walks were a little taken carc of 
that lie bot*pcn them, if the natural em-
hroirlery of the meatlows were helped and 
improved hv s-me small additii^s of art, 
and the several rows of hedges set off by 
trees and flowers that the soil was capable 
of receiving, a man might make a pretty 
landscape of his own possessions. 

Writers, who have given us an accotint 
of China, tell us the inhabitants of that cxwn-
trv l au 'h at the plantations of our Euro-
peans, which arc laid out bv the rule and 
limcibecause thev say, anyone may place 
trees in equal riiws and uniform figures. 
T h e v chose rather t:5 shew a gennis in 
-works of tills nature, and therefore always 
conceal the art by which they direct them-
selves. T h e y have a word, it seems, in their 
languige, by which thev express tlie parti-
cular beauty of a plantation t lat thus stiikea 
the imagination at first sight, without dis-
covering what it is that hus so agreeable an 
elFect. ' Our British gardeners, un the con-
trarj-, instead ofhumouring nature, love to 
deviate from it as much as possible. Our 
trees vise in cones, globes, and pyramids, 
W e seethemavksof thescissars upon everv 
plant and bush. I do not know whether I 
am singular in my opinion, but, for my own 
part, I would rather look upon a tree m all 
its luxuriancy and diffusion of boughs and 
branches, than when it is thus cut ami trim-
med into a mathematical figure; and cannot 
liut fancv that an orchard in flower looks in-
finitely more delightful than all the little 
labvrinths of the most finished parterre. 
But, as our great modellers of gardens have 
their ma;jaEines of plants to dispose of, it is 
very natiirAl for them to tear up all the 
'leaiitiful plantations of fruit-trees, and con-
trive a plan that m ^ most turn to their own 
profit, m taking off'^their evcr-sreens, and 
the like mnveable plants, with which their 
shoi)s are plentifully atoclveJ. 

No. 415.] Thursday, June 26, i n 2 
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HAVIXG already shown how the fancy is 

affected by the works of nature, and after-
wards ccmsidered in general both the works 
of nature and of art , how they mutually as-
sist and completeeach other in formingsucli 
scenes and prospects as are most apt to de-
light the mind of the beholder, I shall in 
this pap.'r throw together some reflections 
un that particular art, which has a more 
immediate tendencv, than any other, to 
produce those prittiary pleasures of the 
imagination which have hitherto been the 
subject ot this discourse. T h e art I me;in 
is that of architecture, which I shall consi-
der only with regard tn the light in which 
the foregoing speculations have placed it, 
without entering into those rules and max-
ims which the ^ a t masters of architecture 
have li id down, and explained at large in 
numberless treatises up<*n that subject. 

Greatness, in the works of architecture, 
may be considered as relating to the bulk 
and body of the structure, or to the manner 
in which it is built. As for the first, we find 
the aiidents, especially among the eastern 
nations of the world, mfinitely superior to 
the mndems. ^ „ v , . 

Not to mention the tower ot Habel, r t 
which an old author savs, there were the 
fmmdations to be seen in his time, which 
looked like a spacious mountain; what 
could be more noble thanthe walls cf Baby-
lon, its hani^ug gardens, and its temple to 
Jupiter Betas that rose a mile high by eight 
several stories, each story a furlong in 
height, and on thetopof which was the Ha-
bylbnian observatory? I might here, like-
wise, take notice of the huge rock that was 
cut into the figure of Semiramis, with the 
smaller rc>cks that lay bv it in the shape of 
tributary Icings; the prodi^ous basin, or ar-
tificial lake, which took in the whole Eu-
ihrates, till such time as a new canal was 
ormed for its reception, with the several 

trenches through which that river w.os con-
veyed. I know there are persons who look 
upon some of these wonders of art as fabu-
lous: hut I cannot find any ground for such 
a suspici-.in; unless it be that we have no 
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such works among us at present. T h e r e 
w ^ e indeed many gi-eater advantages for 
buUding in those ^mes, and in that par t of 
the worW, than have been met with ever 
since. T h e earth was extremely fruitfol; 
men lived generally on pasturage, which 
requires a much smaller number of hands 
than agriculture. T h e r e were few trades 
to employ the busy p i r t of mankind, and 
fewer arts and sciences to gire work to men 
of speculative tempers; and what is more 
than all the rest, the prince was absolute; 
so that when he went to war, he put himself 
at the head of the whole people, as we find 
^ m i r a m i s leading h e r three miUions to the 
field, and yet overpowered by tlie number 
of her enemies. I t is no wonder, therefore, 
when she was at peace, and turning her 
thoughts on building, that slie could accom-
plish such great works, with such a prodi-
gious multitude of labourers; besides that, 
in her climate there was small interruption 
of frosts and winters, which make the 
northern workmen lie half the year idle. I 
might mention, too, among the benefits of 
the climate, what historians say of the earth, 
that it sweated out a bitumen, or n a t u r ^ 
kind of mortar, which is doubtless the same 
with that mentioned in holy writ, as con-
tributing to the structure of Babel: 'Sl ime 
they used instead of mor tar . ' 

In E g j pt we still see their pvramids, 
which answer to the descriptions that have 
been made of them; and I question not but 
a traveller might find out some remains of 
the labyrinth that covered a whole pro-
vince, and had a hundred temples disposed 
among its several quarters and divisions. 

T h e wall of China is one of these eastern 
pieces of magnificence, which makes a 
figure even in the map of the worid, al-
though an account of it would have been 
thought fabulous, were not the wall itself 
still extant. 

W e are obliged to devotion for the noblest 
buildings that have adorned the several 
countries of the worid. I t is this which has 
set men at work on temples and public 
lilaces of worship, not onlv that they might, 
by the magnificence of the building, invite 
the Deity to reside within it, but that such 
stupendous works might, at the same time, 
open the mind to vast conceptions, and fit 
It to converse with the divinitv of the place 
For every thing that is majestic imprints an 
awfulness and reverence on the mind of the 
beholder, and strikes in with the natural 
greatness of the soul. 

In Hie second place we are to consider 
greatness of manner in architecture, which 
has such force upon the imagination, that a 
small building, where it appears, shall give 
the mind nobler ideas than any one of 
twenty umes the bulk, where the manner 
IS ordmary or little. Thus , perhaps, a man 
would have been more astonished with the 
majestic a i r tha t appeared in one ofLys ip-
pus's statuesof Alexander, though no bigger 
than the life, than he might have been with I 

' mount Athos, bad It been cut hito the figure 
of the hero, according to the propos^ of 
Phidias,* with a river in one hand, and a 
citv in the other. 

L e t any one reflect on the disposition of 
mind he finds in himself at his first entrance 
into the Pantheon at Rome, and how the 
imagination is filled with something great 
and amazing; and, at the same time, con-
sider how little, in proportion, he is af-
fected with the inside of a Gothic cathcdrj i , 
though it be five times larger than the 
other; which can arise from nothing else 
but the greatness of the manner in the one, 
and the meanness in the other. 

I have seen an observation upon this sub-
ject in a French author, which very much 

fileased me. It is Monsieur Frear t ' s Paral-
el o f t h e ancient and modem Architecture. 

I shall d v e it the reader with the same 
terms oT art which he has made use nf. ' I 
am obser>-ing,' says he, ' a thing wUch, in 
my opinion, is veiy curious, whence it pro-
ceeds, that in the same quantity of super-
fices, the one manner seems great and 
magnificent, and the other poor and trifling; 
the reason is Jine and uncommon. I say, 
' hen . that to introduce into architecture 
this grandeur of manner, we ought so to 
proceed, that the division of the prinr.ipaj 
members of the order may consist but of 
few parts, tha t they be all great , and of a 
bold and ample relievo, and swelling; and 
that the eye, beholding nothing little and 
mean, the imagination may be mere vigor-
ously touched and affected with the work 
that stands before it. For example, in a 
cornice, if the gola or cymatium of the 
corona, the coping, the modillions, or den-
telli, make a noble show by their graceful 
productions, if we see none of that ordinary 
confusion, which is the result of those little 
cavities, quarterrounds of the astragal, and 
I know not how many other intermingled 
particulars, which produce no effect in 
great and massy works, and which very 
unprofitaWy take u p place to the prejudice 
of the principal member, it is most certain 
that this manner will appear solemn and 
great; as, on the contrary, tliat it will have 
but a poor and mean efiect, where there is 
a redundancy of those smaller ornaments, 
which divide and scatter the angles of the 
sight into such a multitude ot rays, so 
pressed together that the whole will ap-
pear but a confusion.' 

Among all the figures of architecture, 
there are none that have a greater air than 
the concave and the convex; and we fincl 
in all the ancient and modem architecture, 
as well as in the remote parts of China, as 
in countries nearer home, that round pil-
lars and vaulted roofs make a great pai t 
of those buildings which are desi.gnedfor 
pomp and magnificence. T h e reason I t a i e 
to be, because in these figures we generally 
see more of the body than in those of other 

• Diaocia tes . 
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kinds. T h e r e are, indeed, figures of bodies 
•where the eye rnav take in two-thirds of 
the surface;"but, as in such bodies the sight 
must spht upon several angles, it does rot 
take in one uniform idea, but several ideas 
of the same kind. Look upon the outside 
of a dome, your eye half surrounds it j look 
upon the inside, and at one glance you have 
all the prospect of it; the entire concavity 
falls into your eye at once, the sight being 
as the centre that collects and gathers into 
it the lines of the whole circumference; in 
a square pillar, the sight often takes in but 
a fourth part (rfthe surface; and in a square 
concave, must move up and down to the 
different sides, before it is master of aU the 
inward surface. For this reason, the fancy 
is infinitely more struck with the view of 
the open and skies, that passes through 
an arch, than what comes through a square, 
or any other figure. T h e figure of the rain-
bow Soes not contribute less to its magnifi-
cence than the colour! to its beauty, as it is 
very ]>oetically described by the son of Si-
rach: ' Lcxik upon the rainbow, and praise 
him that made it; verv beautiful it is in its 
brightness; it en com passes the heavens with 
a glorious circle; and the hands of the Most 
High have bended it. ' 

Havintr thus spoken of that greatness 
•which affects the mind in architecture, I 
might next show the pleasure that tises in 
the imagination from what appears new 
and beautiful in this art! but as every be-
holder has naturally greater taste of these 
two perfections in every building which 
offers itself to his view, than of that which 
I have hitherto considered, I shall not trou-
ble my readers with any reflections upon i t 
It is sufficient for my present purpose to 
observe, that there is nothing in this whole 
art which pleases the imagination, but as it 
is great, uncommon, or beautiful. O. 
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C o » i « ( i . — T h e j s c o n i i a r y p l e a m i r e s o f l l i e i i n » « i n » i i » n . 
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llnsi Cfliise of our receirini pleai-im f f m ihtse seve-
ral5»ar«». Of (JeKritMionjin partifular. T h e ^ w . r 
of >vnrd> oTfr ihe imaf InailoD- W h y one reaa«r ii 
more with d«»cripiiont than another. 

Qiia te i i i i s hoc s imi l e e s t o c u l i s , quoii ramte v i d n n u i . idtu^i it< <S4> 

« « f a r M w h a t we sfe w i l h o u r m i n d s bears s irai l i -
U d c to w h a t we see w i l t i o u r eyes. 

1 AT first divided the pleasures of the 
imagination into such as arise from objects 
that are actiiallv before our eyes, or that 
once ertcretl in at <>ur eyes, and are after-
•wards called up into the mind either barely 
bv its own operations, or on occasion of 
something without us, as statues, or de-
scriptions. W e have already considered 
the first division, and shall therefore enter 
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on the other, which, for'Slst'fiction sake, I 
have called ' T h e Secondary Pleasures of 
the Imagination.' W h e n I say the ideas 
we receive from statues, descriptions, or 
such-like occasions, are the same that were 
once actually in our view, it must not be 
understood that we had once seen the very 
place, action, or person, that are carved or 
described. It is sufficient that we have 
seen places, persons, or actions in general, 
which bear a resemblance, or at least some 
remote analogy, with what we find repre-
sented; since it is in the power of the 
imagination, -when it is once stocked with 
particular ideas, to enlarge, compound, and 
vary them at her own pleasure. 

Among the different kinds of representa-
tion, statuary is the most natural, and shows 
us something likeet the object that is repre-
sented. T o make use of a common instance: 
let one who is bom blind take an image in 
his hands, and trace out with his fingers 
the different furrows and impressions of the 
chisel, and he will easily conceive how the 
shape of a man, or beast, may be repre-
sented by it; but should he draw his hand 
over a picture, where all is smooth ^ d 
uniform, he would never be able to imagine 
how the several prominences and depres-
sions of a human bcdy could be shown on a 
plain piece of canvass, that has in it no un-
evenness or irregularity. Description runs 
vet farther from the things it represents 
than painting; for a picture bears a real 
resemblance to its original, which letters 
and syllables j r e wholly void of. Colours 
speak all l an^ages , but words are under-
stood only by such a people or nation. For 
this reason, though men's necessities quick-
ly put them on finding out speech, writing 
is probably of a later invention than paint-
ing; particularly, we are told that in Ame-
rica, when the Spaniards first arrived the r^ 
expresses were sent to the e m ^ r o r of 
Mexico in paint, and the news of his coun-
try- delineated by the strokes of a pencil, 
wbich was a more natural way than that 
of writing, though at the same time much 
more imperfect, because It is impossible to 
draw the little connections ot speech, or to 
give the picture of a conjunction or an ad-
verb. I t would be yet more strange to re-
present visible objects by sounds that have 
no ideas annexed to them, and to make 
something like description in music, i et it 
is certwn, there may be confused imperfect 
notions of this nature raised in the imagi-
nation by an artificial composition of notes: 
and we find that great masters in the art 
are able, sometimes, to set their hearers in 
the heat and hurry of a battle, to overcast 
t h d r minds with melancholy scenes and 
apprehensions of deaths and funerals, or 
to hiU them into pleaang dreams of groves 
and dvsiums. 

In all these instances, this secondary 
pleasure of the imagination proceeds from 
that action oS the mind which c o m i c s 
the ideas ariang from the original objecti 
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with the ideas we receive frcin the statue, 
picture, description, or sound, that repre-
sents them. It is impossible for us to give 
the necessary reason why this operation of 
the mind is attended with so mucli pleasure, 
as I have before observed on the same oc-
casion; but we find a great variety of enter-
tainments derived from this single principle; 
for it is this that not only gives us a relish 
of statuary, painting, and description, but 
makes us delight in all the actions and arts 
of mimickry. It is this that makes the 
several kinds of wit pleasant, which con-
sists, as I liave formerly shown, in the 
affinity of ideas: and we may add, it is this 
also that raises the little satisfaction we 
sometimes find in the different sorts of false 
•wit; whether it conasts in the affinity of 
letters, as an anagram, acrostic; or of syl-
lables, as in dc^grel rhymes, echoes; or of 
words, as in puns, quibbles; or of a whole 
sentence or poem, as wings and altars. T h e 
final cause, probably, of annexing pleasure 
to this operation of the mind, was to quicken 
and encourage us In our searches af ter truth, 
since the distinguishing one thing from an-
other, and the right discerning betwixt our 
ideas, depend wholly ujxin our comparing 
them together, and observing the congruity 
or disagreement that appears among the 
several works of nature. 

But I shall here confine myself to those 
pleasures of the imagination which pro-
ceed from ideas raised by words, because 
most of t he observations that agree with 
descriptions arc equally applicable to paint-
ing and statuary. 

Words, when well chosen, have so great 
a force in them, that a description often 
gives us more lively ideas than the sight of 
things themselves. T h e reader finds a scene 
drawn in stronger colours, and painted more 
to the life in his imagination bv the help of 
words, than by an actual survey of the 
scene which they describe. In this case, 
the poet seems to get the better of nature: 
he t ^ e s , indeed, the landscape after her, 
but ^ves it more wgorous touches, height-
ens Its beauty, and so enlivens the wliole 
piece, that the images which flow from the 
object themselves appear weak and faint, 
in comparison of those that come from the 
expressions. T h e reason, probably, may 
be, because in the survey of any object, we 
have only so much of it pwnted on the ima-

Sination as comes in at the eyfe: but in its 
ascription, the poet gives us as free a 

view of it as he plea.ses, and discovers to us 
several parts, that either we did not attend 
to, or that layout of our sight when we first 
beheld it. As we look on any ob ect, our 
idea of it is, perhaps, made up of two or 
three simple ideas; but wh«i the poet re-
presents it, he may either give us a more 
complex idea of it, or onlv raise in us such 
ideas as are most apt to affect the imagina-
tion. 

I t may here be worth our while to exa-
mine how it comes to pass that several 

readers, who are all acquainted with the 
same language, and know tlie meaning of 
the words they read, should nevertheless 
have a different relish of the same descrip-
tions. W'e find one transported with a pas-
sage, which another runs over with coldness 
and indifFerence; or finding the representa-
tion extremely natural, where another can 
perceive nothing of likeness and conformity. 
T h i s difilTent taste must proceed either 
from the perfection of imagination in one 
more than in another, or from the different 
ideas that several readers affix to the same 
words. For to have a true relish and form 
a right judgment of a description, a man 
should be born with a good ims^ination, 
and must have well w e i r e d the force and 
energy that lie in the several words of a 
l a n ^ a g e , so as to be able to distinguish 
which are most significant and expressive 
of their proper ideas, and what additional 
strength and beauty; they are capable of 
receiving from conjunction with others. 
T h e fancy must be warm, to retain the 
print of those images it hath received from 
outward objects, and the judgment discern-
ing, to know what expressions are most 
proper to clothe and adorn them to the 
best advantage. A man who is deficient in 
cither of these respects, though he may re-
ceive the general notion of a description, 
can never see distinctly all its particular 
beauties; as a person with a weak sight 
may have the confused prospect of a place 
that lies before him, without entering into 
its several parts, or discerning the variety 
of its colours in their full glory and perfec-
tion. O. 

Ko. 4 i r . ] Saturday, Jitne 28, 1712. 
P A P E R v i r . 

ON' T H E P L E A S U R E S O P T H E IMAGINATION. 
C9nSeutt.~-'B<jw a whole f e t o f i d e e s harg l e a t h e r , ic-

A n a t a r a l cause a»i |ne<l for i t . How lo perfect the 
imagina i ion of Jk wrlMt. W h o a m o n f Uie anc ien t 
p o e u had this Acul ly in i u greateat pemccion. HiV 

• ni^r in ima^Qi i i f Rbac is grea t ; Virpil i n 
ima^in icg w h a t i s beaut i fu l ; Ovid in imBfiniiii? 
wha t is new. Our own counlryoiaii , MilioD, very 
p e r l ^ t in all theve three inspects, 

ttuetn tu, Mf Ipomene. semel 
NaK^ntem plarido lumine videris. 

Illuoj con labor Isihcniiis 
Clarabit pugileiu, non cquus impifer , 
Sed <|uc T i b u r a q a e fertiie peiflueot. 

Et sp i ssc nemorum eouue 
P i n ^ i t t iCoIio carmine nobilem. 

Har. Od. )ii. l-i''. 1 1-
n e OTt whose bir th tlM lyric queen 

Of numberft smil'il, shall n e r e r grace 
T h e latlunian gauntlet , or be sae» 
Firs t in the fume'd Olympic race. 

But him thi" sirBainii t h a t werb l i rg Bow 
RicbTiber 'B fertile meads along. 
And sbsdy groves, Ilia haun t s , shal l know 
Titf master o f t h ' j E o l i a n song. Aa t tb i t r s . 

W E may observe, that AIP- single cir-
cumstance of what we have fcnnerly seen 
often raises up a whole scene of imagery, 
and awakens numberless ideas that before 
slept in the imagination; such a particular 
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smell or colour is able to fill the mind, on a 
sudden, -with the picture of the fields or 
gardens where we first me t with it, and to 
b r b g u p into view all the variety of imaRes 
that once attended it. Our imagination 
takes the hint, and leads us unexpectedly 
into cities or theatres, plains nr meadows. 
W e may fur ther observe, when the fancy 
thus reflects on the scenes that have passed 
in it formerly, those which were at first 
pleasant to behold appear more so upon 
reflection, and that the meraorv heightens 
the delightfuiness of the original. A Car-
tesian would account for both these in-
stances in the following manner: 

T h e set of ideas which we received from 
such a prospect or garden, having e n t e r ^ 
the mind at the same time, have a set of 
traces belonpng to t h e m in the bram, 
borderinc ver>- near upon one another: 
when, therefore, an^ one of these ideM 
arises in the imagination, and consequently 
despatches a flow of animal sp in ts to its 
proper t race, these spirits, in the violence 
of their motion, run not only into the tra^e 
to which they were more particularly di-
rected, but into several of those that lie 
about it. Bv this means thev awaken other 
ideas of the same set, which immediately 
determine a new despatch of spirits, that 
in the same manner open other neighbour-
ing traces, till at last the whole set of them 
is blown up , and the whole prospect or 
garden flourishes in the imaginarion. But 
because the pleasure we receive from t h e ^ 
places f a r surmounted, and overcame the 
little disagreeableness we found in thetn, 
for this reason there was at first a wider 
passage worn in the pleasure traccs, and, 
on the contran", so narrow a one m those 
which belongeft to the disagreeable ideas, 
that they were quickly stopt up, and ren-
dered jiicapable of receiving any animal 
spirits, and consequently of exciting any 
unpleasant ideas in the memory. 

I t would be in vain to inquire whether 
the power of imagining things strongly p r ^ 
ceeds frcm any greater perfection m the 
soiil, or from any nicer textnre in the brain 
of one man than another. But this is cer-
tain, tha t a noble wri ter should be bom 
with this faculty in its full strength and vi-
gour, so as to be able to receive lively ideas 
from outward objects, to retain them long, 
and to range them together, upon occasion, 
in such figures and representations, as are 
mostl ikeiv to hi t the fancy of the reader. 
A poet should take ss much pains in torm-
ing his imagination, as a p h i l o s ^ h e r m 
cultivating his undirstanding. H e must 
sain a due rclifih of t h e works of nature, 
andbe thoroughly conversant in the various 
scenery of a country life. 

W h e n he is stored with country images, 
it he would go beyond pastoral, and the 
lower kinds of poetry, h e ought to acquaint 
himself with the p o m p and magnificence 
of courts. H e should bs very well versed 
in every thing that is noble and stately in 

the productions of ar t , whether it appear 
in painting or statuary, in the great works 
of architecture, which are in their present 
glory; or in the ruins of those which flour-
ished in former ages. 

Such advantages as these help to open a 
man's thoughts, and to enlarge his imagina-
tion, and w'ill therefore have their influence 
on all kinds of writing, if the author knows 
how to make r ight use of them. And 
among those of the learned languages who 
excel in this talent, the most perfect in 
their several kinds are, perhaps . Homer, 
Virgil, and Ovid. T h e first strikes the 
ima!gination wonderfully with what is great, 
the secc.nd with what is beautiful, and the 
last with what is strange. Reading the 
Iliad, is like travelling through a country 
uninhabited, where the fancy is entertained 
with a thousand savage prospects of vast 
deserts, wide uncultivated marshes, huge 
forests, misshapen rocks and precipices. 
On the contrary, the ^ n e i d is like a well-
ordered garden, where it is impossible to 
find out any pa r t unadorned, or to cast our 
eyes upon a angle spot that does not i n -
duce some beautiful plant or flower. But 
when we are in the Metamorphoses, we 
are walking on enchanted ground, and see 
nothing but scenes of magic lying round us. 

Homer is in his province, when he is de-
scribing a batt le or a multitude, a hero or 
a cod Virgil is never bet ter pleased than 
when h e is in his elysium, or copying out 
an entertaining picture. Homer s ^ i t h e t s 
generally ma rk out what is great; Virgil s 
what is 'agreeable. Nothing can be more 
magnificent than the figure Jupiter makes 
in the first Iliad, nor more charming than 
tha t of Venus in the first JEneid. 

- x . s . 

Ho swilie, ond swf i i l l»nil« h i s s«l)l« browii; 
PhaitMi l i i snmbr- is ia l curUi. «nit t b e nod, 
T h p i i a t i i p o f ftt« a n d s a n c t i o n m the 
Hich h e a V n w i t h t rembl ing t h e i lrcsd t i g n a l t ook , 
A n d s l l O l7Bi ( " ! to t b s M B t r e shook. J ' V 

D i i i t ; e i a r f r w o s rosea w r v i c i » f j l ' i t . 
*mt)rOTi«<iiie<«m!e divini i ra n r l i w odorem 
Sfira^ece: pedes 
E t v e r a i o M « u p a t m t d e a - ' 

T h u s hSTin t s l i d , she l u m ' d . » P P » " H e r n e c k r f f i l g e n t , a n d d i sheve l ld h a i r ; 
W h i c h l lTOin i f tnml>er shmilders roaoh'd lh« f r o n n d 
And wlilelT Bpt<>ad ambtns i a l * e n l s a r o u n d : 
In l e n e i n of t r a i n descends her i w e e p i o e 
A n d b j bet f r s c e f t U " " I K Oje queen of love 

Homer 's persons are most of them ^ l i k e 
and terrible: V i i ^ l has scai-ce admitted 
any into his poem who are not beautiful, 
and has taken particular care to make his 
hero so. 

—Lu menque juTon t e _ i i • ^ _ Â Â lia ft ,— jjtx LLlTUt| Ip*̂  J » • ' 
Pu rou reum, e t I s t o s octilis afllar. t t honnres-

F i r g . 1 - 594. 

And e i v e his ro l l i n t eyes a i ^ ja rMins e t a c , 
A n d Meath 'd a yoiilhl^il v igour on his <S«.—i)r»i ie». 

In a word. Homer fills his readers with 
sublime idciis, and, I believe, has ra isedthe 
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imagination of all tlie fro<̂ d poets tliat have 
come after him. I shall onlv instance Ho-
race, who immediately takes iirc at the first 
hint of any passage in "the Iliad or Oclyssev, 
and always rises above himself when he 
has Homer in his vjew. Virgil has drawn 
together, into his i t ne id , all the pleasing 
scenes his subject is capable of admitting, 
and in his Georgics has given us a collec-
tion of the most delightful landscapes that 
can be made out of iields and woods, herds 
of cattle, and swarrns of bees. 

Ovid, in his Metamorphoses, has shown 
us how the imagination may be affected bv 
what is strange. He describes a miracle 
in e v e ^ story, and always gives us the 
sight of some new creature at the end of i t 
His art consists chiefly in well-timing his 
description, before the first shape is quite 
worn off, and the new one perfectly finish-
ed; so that he every where entertains us 
with something we never saw before, and 
shows us monster af ter monster to the end 
of the Metamorphoses. 

If I were to name a poet that is a perfect 
master in all these arts of working on the 
imagination, I think Milton n»av JMSS for 
one: and if his Paradise Lost foils short of 
the ^ n e i d or Iliad in this respect, it pro-
ceeds rather from the fault rf the language 
in which it is written, than from anv defect 
of genius in the author. So divine's poem 
in English, is like a stately palace built of 
brick, where one may see architecture in 
as great a perfection as one of marble, 
though the materials are of a coarser na-
ture. But to consider it onlv as it regards 
ourpresent subject: W h a t can be conceived 
greater tTian the battle of angels, the ma-
jesty of Messiah, the stature and behaviour 
of S»tan and his peers ? W h a t more beau-
tiful than PandEmonium, Paradise, Hea-
ven, Angels, Adam and Eve? W h a t more 
strange than the citation of the world, the 
s eve r^ metame^hoses of the fallen angels, 
and the surprising adventures their leader 
meets with in his search af ter Paradise.' 
No other subject could have furnished a 
poet with scenes so proper to strike the 
imagination, as no other poet could have 
painted those scenes in more strong and 
lively colours. O. 

No, 418.] Monday, Junt 30, 1712. 
P A P E R V I I I . 

OV T H E P L E A S U R E S O F T H E I M . i G I N A T I O V . 
0 » i e « M —Why any th ing tb« i is u n p l f a w m lo behold 

pteasei the imap!inaHiin when w « i deseirtwd. W h y 
tft^ ima^rna i ion receives a more etqi i is i ie ^ l e s s u / e 
fri«» ihe description of w h a t is gmat . new. o r t e a u t i -
fill. T h e pleasure still h p i i h t e n e i . if w l i « is described 
rAisM pasiioD ID the mind . Di««irroe&bIe pnssinna 
p<«MifiS when ritised by apt descriptions. W h y t^r-
ra r aod g r h f are pleasing to th« mind when f jn i t fd 
by deaciiption. A [ a r U c u l a r a d v a n i t K the wriiere in 
pnei iy and tiction have to |>)»«K the imagina t ion . 
W h a t liberties t r e allowed thetii. 

f e r a t e i rubusasper amoraqm. H r ^ . Kel-iii.«8. 
The rtigised thorn i h s l l bear Ihe f r s j t n n t row. 

THE pleasures of these secondaiy views 

of the imagination are of a wider and more 
universal nature than those it has when 
joined with sight; for not only what is great, 
strange, or beautiful, but any thing that is 
disagreeable when looked upon, pleases us 
in an apt description. Here, therefore, we 
must inquire after a new principle of plea-
sure, which is nothing else but the action 
of the mind, which compares the ideas that 
arise from words with the ideas that arise 
from objects themselves; and whv this 
operation of the mind is attended with so 
much pleasure, we have before considered. 
For this reason, therefore, the description 
of a dunghill is pleasing to the imagination, 
if the image be represented to our minds 
by suitable expressions; though, perhaps, 
this may be more properly called the plea-
sure of the understanding than of the fancy, 
because we are not so much delighted with 
the image that is contained in the descrip-
tion, as with the aptness of the description 
tn excite the image. 

But if the description of what is little, 
common, or deformM, be acceptable to the 
imagination, the description of what is 
great, surprising, or beautiful is much more 
so; because here we are not only delighted 
with comparing the representation with the 
original, but are highly pleased with the 
original itself. Most readers, I believe, are 
more charmed with Milton's description of 
Paradise, than of hell; they are both, per-
haps, eqiiallv perfect in their kind; but in 
the one the brimstone and sulphur are not 
so refreshingto the imagination, as the beds 
of flowers and the wilderness of sweets in 
the other. 

There is vet another circumstance which 
recommends a description- more than all 
the rest; and that is, if it represents to us 
such objects as are apt to raise a secret fer-
ment in the mind of the reader, and to work 
with violence upon his passions. For, in 
this case, we are at once warmed and en-
lightened, so that the pleasure becomes 
more universal, and is several wavs quali-
fied to entertain us. Thus in paintmg, it is 
pleasant to look on the picture of any face 
where the resemblance iS hit; but the plea-
sure increases if it be the picture of a face 
that is beautiful; and is still greater, if the 
beauty be softened with an air of melan-
choly or sorrow. T h e two leading passions 
which the more serious parts of poetr)' 
deavourto stir up in us, are terror and pity. 
And here, by the wav, one would wonder 
how it comes to pass that such passions as 
are very unpleasant at all other times, are 
very agreeable when excited by proper 
descriptions. It is not strange, that we 
should take delight in such passages as are 
apt to produce hope, joy, admiration, Jove, 
or the like emotions in us, because they 
never rise in the mind without an inward 
pleasure which attends them. But how 
comesit topass, that we should take delight 
in being terrified or dejected by a descrip-
tion, when we find so much uneasiness m 
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the fear or ^ e f which we receive from any 
other occaaon? , x. . c 

If we conader, therefore, the nature f>t 
this pleasure, we shall find that it does not 
arise so properly from fhe description of 
what is terrible, as from the reflection we 
make on ourselves at the time of reading i t 
When we look on such hideous objects, we 
are not a little pleased to think we are in 
nodanRero f them.* W e consider them at 
the sanietime, as dreadful and harmless; so 
that the more frightful appearance they 
make, the greater is the pleasure we r ^ 
c e i v e from the sense of our own satety. In 
short, we look upon the terrors of a descrip-
tion with the same curiosity and satisfaction 
that we survey a dead monster. 

—Inforoie c a d a v e r laOMTV. 
P r o t r t h i t u r ; a « i u e u n t sxpler i t o r d a i u " > a o 
T e r t i h i l e e ocu los , v u l i u m v i l l M a n n e 

a „ u = e x t i n c i o , 

T i i r y iltflir b i m f r o m hia de n . 
T b e w o n t l ' r i n * iiei«lilB>urlio«l. ' ^ i t h f l a d s u r p r i M . 
Behold HI< SHSFSED b c e a i t . h i s e i a n t SIM. 
m t r n o u U i I b a i f l a m e B n o m o r e , a n d h i . e x u n g u . g M ^ . 

I t is for the same reason that we are de-
lis-hied with the reflecting upon dangers 
that are past, or in looking m a precipice 
at a distance, which would fill us with a 
different kind of horror, if we saw it hang-
ing over our heads. 

In the like manner, when we read of tor-
ments, wounds, deaths, and the like dismal 
accidents, our pleasure does "" t flow w 
properlv from the gnef which such melan-
iholy descriptions give us, as ^ m the 
secret compaVison which we make between 
ourselves and the person who suffCTS. Such 
representations teach us to set a just value 
upon our own condition, and make us pnze 
our good fortune, which exempts us from 
fhe iike calamities. T h i s i s however, such 
a kind of pleasure as we are not capable ot 
receiving, when we see a person actually 
lying under the tortures that we meet witti 
in a description; because, in this case, tne 
object presses too close upon our senses, and 
bears hard upon us, tha t it does not give 
us time or leisure to reflect on our^lves. 
Our thoughts are so intent upon the misenes 
of the sufferer, that we cannot turn them 
upon our own happiness. Whereas , on the 
conttary, we consider the misfortunes we 
read in history or poetrv, either as past or 
as fictitious; so that the reflection upon our-
selves rises in us insensiblv, and ovCToears 
the sorrow we conceive for the suffenngs 
of the afflicted. . , . 

But because the mind of man requires 
soTnethinemoreperfect in matter than what 
it finds tliere, and can never m e « with any 
sight in nature which sufficiently answers 
its highest ideas of pleasantness; or, in other 
words, because the imagination can fancy 
to itself things more great, strange, or 

beautiful than the eye ever saw, and is still 
sensible of some defect in what it has seen; 
on this account it is the part of a poet to 
humour the imagination in our own notions, 
by mending and perfecting nature where he 
describes a reality, and by adding greater 
beauties than are put together in nature, 
where he describes a fiction. 

He is not obliged to attend her in the slow 
advances which she makes from one season 
to another, or to observe her conduct in the 
successive production of plants and flowers. 
He may draw into his description all the 
beauties of the spring and autumn, and 
make the whole year contribute something 
to render it the more agreeable. His rose-
trees, woodbines, and jasmines, may flower 
together, and his beds be covcred at the 
sametime withlilies, violets, and amaranths. 
His soil is not restrained to any particular 
set of plants, but is proper either for oaks 
or myrtles, and adapts itself to the producw 
of every climate. Oranges may grow wild 
in it; myrrh may be met with in every 
hedge; and if he thinks it proper to have a 
grove of spices, he can quickly command 
sun enough to raise it. I t all this will not 
furnish out an agreeable scene, he can make 
sevend new species of flowers, with richer 
scents and higher colours than g iy that 
crow in the gardens of nature. His con-
certs of birds may be as full and harmoni-
ous and his woods as thick and gloomy as 
he pleases. He is at no more expense in a 
long v i su than a short one, and can as easUv 
throw his cascades from a precipice ot halt 
a mile high, as from one of twenty yards. 
He has the choice of the winds, and can 
turn the course of his rivers in all the variety 
of meanders that are most delightful to the 
reader's imagination. In a word, he tws 
the modelling of nature in his own hands, 
and may give her what charms he pleas*.^, 
provided he does not reform her too much, 
and run into absurdities by endeavounng 
to excel. 
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T h e s w e e t de lue ion of a r a p l u r ' d m i n d . 

THESE is a kind of writing wherein the 
poet quite loses sight of nature, w d enter-
tains his reader's imagination with the cha-
racters and actions of such persons as have 
manv of them no existence but what h e 
bestiws on them. Such are fames, witches, 
magicians, demons, and departed spints. 
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