
deavoured to make nothing ridiculous that 
is not in some measure criminal. I have set 
up the immoral man as the object of deii-
sion. In short, if I have not formed a new 
weapon against vice and irreligion, I have 
at least shown how that weapon may be p\it 
to a right use, which has so often fought the 
battles of impiety and profaneness. C. 

No. 446.] Friday, August 1, 1712. 
Qdid deceal. <iuid n o u ; quo virtiifi, qun fer&t error. 

HOT. Art Poet. v. 303, 
W h a t e t , w h s t no l ; w h i t U M l l e n i , or ill-

Ri3*<omaun. 
SINCE two or three writers of comedv, 

who are living, have taken their fawwell 
of the stage, thnse who succeed them, find-
ing themselves incapable of rising up to 
their wit, humoar, and good sense, have 
only imitated them in some of those loose 
unguarded strokes, in which they complied 
with the corrupt taste of the more vicious 
part of their audience. When persons of a 
low genius attempt this kind of writing, 
they know no difference between being 
merry and being lewd. I t is with an eye 
to some of these degenerate compositions 
that I have written the following discourse. 

W e r e our English stage but half so vir-
tuous as tha t of the Greeks and Romans, 
we should quickly see the influence of it in 
the behaviijuv of all the politer par t of man-
kind. I t would not be fashionable to ridi-
cule religion; or its professors; t h e m a n o f 
pleasure would not be the complete gentle-
roan; vanity would be out of countenance; 
and every quality which is ornamental to 
human nature would meet with that esteem 
which is due to i t 

If the English stage were under the same 
regulations the Athenian was formerly, it 
would have the same effect that had, in re-
comniencling the religion, the government, 
and public worship of its countrj'. Were 
our plays subject to proper inspections and 
imitati(»s, we might not only pass away 
several of our vacant hours in the highest 
entertainments, but should always rise from 
them wiser and better than we sat down to 
them. 

It is ore of the most unaccountable things 
in our age, that the lewdness of our theatre 
should be so much complained of, so well 
exposed, and so little redressed. I t is to be 
ho.ped, that some time or other we may be 
at leisure to restrain the licentiousness of 
the theatre, and make it contribute its 
assistance to the advancement of morality, 
and to the reformation of the age. As mat-
ters stand at present, multitudes ate shut 
out from this noble diversion, by reason of 
those abuses and corruptions that accom-
pany it. A father is often afraid that his 
daughter should be ruined by those enter-
tiunments, which were invented for the ac-
complishment and refining of human na-
ture. T h e Athenian and Roman plays were 
written with such a regard to morality, 

tha t Socrates used to frequent the one, and 
Cicero the other. 

I t hai)pcned once, indeed, that Cato 
dropped into the Roman theatre when the 
Floralia were to be represented; and as, in 
that performance, which was a kind of re-
ligious ceremony, there were several in-
decent parts to be acted, the people re-
fused to see them whilst Cato was present. 
Martial, on this hint, made the f( llowing 
epigram, which we must suppose was ap-
plied to some grave fnend of his, that had 
been accident i ly present at some such en-
tertainment: 

' Nosses jocose dulr^ ciim sacnim FiQne, 
F M t ^ i ) ^ lii&ue, e t licentitim vul»i, 
Cur in tlw«»riim. Cs io «v«rp. veniar i? 
An ideo t s n t u m v e u e r u , uC ez i r e^ l ' Bp'?. 3. 
W h y ilftfi ihou come, j m a t censor of thy age, 
Tn 8M tbe looee diversions cf the slacft? 
W i t h airf t i l countenance, and brow severe. 
W h a t in fhe name of gcKMln^s dnM Ihou herp? 

Ibe mixt cn^wdl how p<ldy. leivd, and vain* 
Di<bt Oloucome in but to go out again ? 

An accident of this nature might happen 
once in an age among the Greeks and Ro-
mans; but they were too wise and good to 
let the constant nightly entertainment be of 
such a nature, that peoplecf the most sense 
and virtue could not be at it. Whatever 
vices are represented upon the stage, they 
ought to be so marked and branded by the 
poetj as not to appear either laudable or 
amiable in the person who is tainted with 
them. But if we iook into the English come-
dies above-mentioned, we would think they 
were formed upon a quite contrary maxim, 
and that this rule, though it held good upon 
the heathen stage, was not to be regarded 
in christian theatres. T h e r e is another 
rule likewise, which was observed by au-
thors of antiquity; and which these mcdem 
geniuses have no regard to, and that was, 
never to choose an improper subject for 
ridicule. Now a subject is improper for ri-
dicule, if it is apt to stir up horror and com-
miseration rather than laughter. For this 
reason, we do not find any comedy, in so 
polite an author as Terence, raised i ^ n 
the violations of the marriage- bed. T h e 
falsehood of the wife or husband has given 
occasion to noble tragedies; but a &ip io 
and Lelius would have looked upon incest 
or murder to have l>een as proper subjects 
for comedy. On the contrary, cuckoldom 
is the basis of most of our modem plays. 
If an alderman appeal^ upon the stage, you 
may be sure it is in order to be cuckolded. 
A Susband that is a little grave or elderly, 
generally meets with the same fate. Knights 
and baronets, country 'squires, and justices 
of the quorum, come up to town for no 
other purpose. I have seen poor Dogget 
cuckolded in all these capacitics. In short, 
our English writers are as frequently severe 
upon this innocent unhappy creature, com-
monly known by the name of a cuckold, as 
the ancient comic writers upon an 
eating parasite, or a v^n-glorious soldier. 

A t tne same time the poet so contrives 
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matters, that the two criminals are the fa-
vourites of the audience. W e sit still, and 
wish well to there through the wto le play, 
are pleased when thev meet with proper 
opportunities, and out of humour when they 
are disappointed. T h e tni th « the 
accomplished gentleman upcm the English 
stage, is the person tha t is ^mi l ia r w«h 
other men's wives, and imlifferent to his 
own; as the fine woman is generally a com-
position of sprightliness and falsehood. I 
do not know whether it proceeds from bar-
renness of invention, «iepravation of man-
ners or imorance of mankind, but 1 have 
often wondered that our ord ina i j poets 
cannot f rame to themselves the idea of a 
fine man who is not a whore-master, or a 
fine woman that is not a jilt. 

I have sometimes thought of commhng 
a system of ethicks out of the 
of those corrupt P^^ts under the t ide rt 
Sta.^ Morality. But I have heen diverted 
from this thought by a project which has 
been executed by an mgenious gen tkmra 
of mv acquaintance. He has c n m ^ e d , it 
seems, tl?e history of a young felfow who 
has taken all his notions of the world trom 
the staere, and who has directed himselt in 
every cVcumstance of his life and conver-
sation, by the maxims and examples ot the 
fine Ecentleman in English comedies. It 1 
can prevail upon him to give me a copy of 
this lie w-fashioned novel, I will bestow on 
it a place in my works, and question n « 
hut it may have 'as good an effect 'ipon the 
drama as Don Quixote had upon romance. 

No. 447.1 Saturday, Augwt 2, 1712. 
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L o n g e i n e i K , my fti»n<i. inurM the m l i d ; 
And w h a l we one« d i j i i f d w e p l f a a n * find. 

THERE is not a common saying whUh 
has a better turn of fense in it, than what 
we often hear in the mouths of the W g a r , 
that ' custom is a second nature. I t is in-
deed able to form the man anew, and to 
give Wm inclinations and capacities ^ to -
gether different from ^ o s e h e ^ b ^ 
with Dr . Plot, in his History of Stafford-
shire. tells us ot an idiot that, chancing to 
live within the sound of a clock, and always 
amusing himself with counting the hour of 
the day whenever t he clock struck, the 
clock being spoiled by accident, the idiot 
continued to strike and count the hour 
without the help of it, in the same manner 
as he had done when it was entire, i hough 
1 dare not vouch for the t ruth of this story, 
it is very certain tha t custom has a me-
chanical effect upon the body at the same 
time that it has a very extraordinary influ-
ence upon the mind. 

I shall in this paper consider one very 
remarkable cfFect which custom has upon 
human nature, and which, if nghtly OD-

VoL. II . 24 

served, max- lead us into very useful rules 
of lifp \Vh;it 1 shall here take notice ol m 
custom, is if? wonderful efficacy in making 
everv- thing pleasant to us. A person who 
is addicted to plav or gaming, thoush h e 
took but little delight in it at first, by de-
CTces contracts so strong an mclination to-
wards it, and gives himself up so entirely 
tn it. that it seems the only end of his being. 
T h e love of a retired or busy life will grow 
upon a man insensibly, as h e is conversant 
in the one or the other, till he is utterly 
unqualified for relishing that to which he 
has been for some time disused. Nay, a 
man may smoke, or drink, or take snutt, 
till he is unable to pass away his time with-
out it; not to mention how our delight in 
anv particular study, art, or science, nses 
anS improves, in proportion to the applica-
tion which we bestow upon it. Thus, what 
was at first an exercise becomes at length 
an entertainment. Our emplovmcnts are 
changed inti. our diversions. I h e mind 
trrow-s fond of those actions she is accus-
tomed to. and is drawn with reluctancy 
from those paths in which she has been 
used to walk. . 

Not only such actions as were at tirst in-
different to us, but even such as are pain tul. 
will bv custom and practice becomc ptea-
sant 'Sir Francis Bacon observes, in his 
Natural Philosophy, that our taste is never 
pleased better than with those things which 
i t first created disgust in it. H e gives par-
ticular instances, of claret, coffee, and other 
liquors, which the palate seldom approves 
upon the first taste; but, when it has once 
got a relish of them, generally retains it 
for life. T h e mind is constituted after the 
same maimer, and after having habituated 
herself to anv particular exercise or cm-
plovment, not only loses her first aversion 
towards it, but conceives a certain tonc1nes.s 
and affection for it. I have heard one of the 
greatest geniuses this age has p r j ^ u ^ . * 
who had been trained up in all the polite 
studies of antiquity, assure me, upon his 
being obliged to search i n t o ^ v e r a l rolls 
and records, that notwithstanding such an 
employment was at first v e ^ dry and i rk-
some to him. he at last took an incredible 
pleasure in it, and prrferred it even to the 
f^sading of Virgil or Cicero. T h e r c ^ e r 
will observe, that 1 have not hei-e consi-
dered custom as it makes ttiings easv, but 
as it renders them delightful; and though 
others have often made the same retlec-
tions, it is possible they may haye 
drawn those uses from it. with which I in-
tend to filltheremaining part of this paper. 

If we consider attentively this property 
of human nature, it mav instruct us m v e ^ 
fine moralities. In the first place, I wcmld 
have no man discouraged with that kind ot 
life, or series of action, in which the ctoice 
of others or his own necessities may have 
engaged him. It may, perhaps, be very 

• Dr. A t l e r b u r f . 
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disa jp^eable to h im at first; b u t use and 
application will certainly r ender it not only 
less painful , b u t pleasing and satisfactory. 

In t h e second placc, 1 would recommend 
t o every one t ha t admirable p reccp t which 
Py thagoras is said to have given to his dis-
cjples, and w h i c h t ha t phi losopher m u s t 
have d rawn f rom t h e observation I have 
enlarged upon, Ofitimum vitas eli-

nam tontuetudo faciei juconaiesimum-
' P i tch upon t ha t course of life which is t h e 
most excellent , and custom will render it 
t h e most del ightful . ' M e n , whose c i rcum-
stances will p e r m i t them to choose the i r 
own way of life, a r e inexcusable if t hey do 
not pursue t ha t which the i r j udgment tells 
t h e m is the most laudable. T h e voice of 
reason is more to be regarded than the ben t 
of any present inclination, since, bv t h e rule 
^ o v e - m e n t i o n e d , inclination will a t length 
come over to reason, though w e can never 
force reason to comply wi th inclination. 

In t h e thi rd p lacc , this observation m a y 
t e a c h the most sensual and irreligious man 
t o overlook those hardsh ips and difficulties 
w h i c h a re apt to discourage him f rom t h e 
prosecution of a virtuous life. « T h e gods, ' 
said Hesiod, ' h a v e p laced labour before 
v i r tue : the way to h e r is a t first rough and 
difficult, but grows more smooth and easy 
the f a r t h e r you advance in i t . ' T h e man 
who proceeds in it with steadiness and r e -
solution, will in a l i t t le t ime find t h a t ' h e r 
ways a re ways of pleasantness, and t ha t all 
h e r p a t h s a re peace . ' 

T o enforce this consideration, w e may 
f a r t h e r observe, t ha t t h e p rac t i ce of re l i -
gion will not only be a t tended wi th t ha t 
p leasure which natural ly accompanies those 
actions to which w e a r e habi tuated, but wi th 
those supe rnumera ry joys of h e a r t t ha t r ise 
f rom t h e consciousness of such a p leasure , 
f r o m the satisfacti<Mi of act ing u p to the dic-
ta tes of reason, and f rom tlie prospect of 
a h a p p y immortal i ty . 

In t h e four th p lace , w e m a v learn f rom 
this observation, w h i c h we have made on 
t h e mind of man , to take par t icu lar care, 
w h e n we a re once set t led in a regular course 
of life, how we too f requent ly indulge our -
selves in any t h e most innocent diversions 
and enter ta inments ; since t h e mind m a y 
insensibly fall off f rom the relish of virtuous 
actions, and, b y degrees , exchange t ha t 
p leasure which it t a k e s in t h e per formance 
of Its duty, for delights of a m u c h more in-
t e n o r and unprof i table na ture . 

T h e last use w h i c h I shall m a k e of this 
r emarkab le p r o p e r t y in human nature , of 
bemg delighted wi th those actions to which 
It IS accustomed, is to show how absolutely 
nece&saiy it is for us to gmn habits of vir tue 
m this life, if we would enjoy the pleasures 
of t h e next . The state of bli.ss we call hea-
ven will not be capable of afft-cting those 
minds which a r e not thus qualified for i f 
w e must , in tliis world, gwn a relish of 
t r u t h and virtue, if we would be able to 
taste tha t knowledge and perfection, which 

a re t o m a k e us h a p p y in the n e x t T h e 
seeds of those spiri tual joys and rap tu res , 
which a re to r ise u p and flourish m the soul 
to all e terni ty, mus t be planted in h e r dur -
ing this h e r presen t state of probation. In 
short , heaven is not to be looked upon only 
as the r e w a r d , but as the natural effect of 
a religious life. 

On the o ther hand , those evil spirits, 
who, by long custom, have contracted in 
the body habi t s of lus t and sensuality, ma-
lice ana revenge, and aversion t o every 
thing t ha t is good, just , o r laudable, a re 
natural ly seasoned and p r e p a r e d for pain 
and misery. T h e i r torments have a l ready 
taken root in t h e m ; they cannot be h a p p y 
when divested of t h e body, unless w e may 
suppose, tha t Providence will in a manne r 
crea te t h e m anew, and work a mirac le in 
the rectification of the i r faculties. T h e y 
may, indeed, taste a k ind of malignant 
pleasure in those actions to which they a re 
accustomed, whilst in tliis life; but when 
they a r e removed f rom all those objects 
which a re h e r e a p t to gratify t h e m , they 
will naturalljr become the i r own to rment -
ors, and cher ish in themselves those panf t i l 
habits of mind which a r e called, in scrip-
tu re p h r a s e , ' the w o r m which never dies . ' 
T h i s notion of heaven and he l l is so very 
conformable t o the l ight of na ture , tha t it 
was discovered ^ several of the most ex-
alted hea thens . I t ha s b e e n finely improved 
by man_y eminent divines of the last age, as 
in pa r t i cu la r b y a rchbishop T i i o t s o n and 
B r . Sher lock: Sut t h e r e is none w h o has 
raised such noble speculations upon it as 
Dr . Scot, in t h e first book of his Chr i s t i an 
Life , w h i c h is one of t h e finest and mos t 
rational schemes of divinity t ha t is wr i t ten 
in our tongue, o r in any other. T h a t excel-
lent author ha s shown h o w every pa r t i cu la r 
custom and habi t of v i r tue will, m its own 
nature , produce t h e heaven , or a s ta te of 
happiness , in h im w h o shall he rea f t e r p r a c -
t ise it; as on the cont ran- , how every cus-
tom or hab i t of vice will he the natural 
hel l of h i m in whom it subsists. C, 

N a 448. ] Monday, August 4, 1712. 
Fediashoc illiquid quandoque atidebis. 

J U V , Sac. ii. S3' 
In time to greater basenesa you'll pcoc«e4. 

THE first s teps towards ill a re ven- carc-
fiiUy to be avoided, for men insensibly go 
on w h e n they a re once entered, and do not 
keep u p a l ively abhorrence of the least 
unworthiness. T h e r e is a certain frivolous 
falsehood t h a t people indulge themselves 
in, which ought to be h a d in greater detesta-
tion than it commonly mee ts with. W l i a t 
I mean is a neglect of promises made on 
small and indifferent occasions, such as 
par t ies of pleasure, entertainments, and 
sometimes meetings out of curiosity, in men 
of like facult ies, to be in each o ther ' s com-
pany. T l i e r e a rc many causes to which one 
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may assign thisl igHt infidelity. Jack Sippet 
never k eep s the hour h e has appointed to 
come to a f r iend 's to dinner; but h e is an 
iiiMKnificant fellow, who docs it out ot 
vanity. H e could never . He knows, m a k e 
any fiRurc in company, but by giving a l m \ e 
disturbaTice a t his entry, and therefore u k e s 
care to d rop in when h e th inks you a re just 
seated. H e t akes his place af ter having 
discomposed every bodv, and desires t h e r e 
may be no ceremony; then dees h e b e ^ n to 
call himself t h e saddest fellow, in disap-
nointine so many places as h e was invited 
to elsewhere. I t is t h e fop ' s vanity to name 
houses of be t te r cheer , and to acquaint vou 
tha t he chose yours out o f t e n dinners which 
he was obliged to b e a t t ha t day. T h e l ^ t 
t ime I had the for tune to eat with hiin^, h e 
was imagining how ve ry fa t h e should have 
been had h e eaten all h e had ever been m -
vitedto. But i t i s i m p e r t i n e n t t o d w e l l u p o n 
the manners of such a w r e t c h as obliges all 
whom h e disappoints, though his c i rcum-
stances constrain t h e m to be civil t o h im. 
But there a re those t ha t every one would 
be glad to see, w h o fa l l into t h e same de-
testable habi t . I t is a merci less th ing t ha t 
any one can be a t ease, and suppose a set 
of people w h o h a v e a kindness for h im. a t 
tha t moment wsdting out of respec t to h im, 
and refusing to tas te the i r food or conversa-
tion, wi th t h e utmost impatience. (-Jne 9 
these promisers somedmes shall m a k e tas 
excuses fo r not coming a t all, so l a te t ha t 
half the company have only to lament , t ha t 
they have neglected m a t t e r s of m o m ^ t to 
m e e t h im w h o m they find a tn f le r . T h e y 
immediately repen t of the value they h a d 
for h im; and such t r ea tmen t r epea ted , 
makes company never depend upon h is 
promises any more; so t ha t h e often comes 
a t the middle of a meal , where h e is secretly 
sliehted b y the persons with whom h e cats, 
and cursed by t h e servants , whose dinner 
is delayed by Wa prolonging the i r mas te r s 
en te r t a inment I t is wonderful t ha t men 
guilty this way could never have observeU, 
tha t t h e whiling t ime , and g a t h e n n g to-
l ^ h e r , and w d t i n g a Uttle before dinner, 
is the most awkward ly passed away ot any 
par t in t h e four-anrt-twenty hours, i t t hey 
did th ink a t all, t hey would reflect uison 
their guilt , in lengthening such a suspension 
rf agreeable Ufe. T h e constant offendmg 
this way has , in a degree , an effect upon 
the honesty of his mind who is g^ ' l ty of 
as common swearing is a k ind ot naouual 
pe r iu rv : i t m a k e s t h e soul unattentive to 
•what an oath is, even while i t u t t e r s it at 
the lips. Phocion heho ld inga wonly orator, 
while h e was making a magnificent speech 
to the people, full of vam promises; M e -
thinks,^ said h e , ' I a m now fixms my eyes 
upon a c y p r e s s t r e e ; i t ha s all the pomp and 
beauty imaginable in its branches , leaves, 
and height: ' but alas! it bea r s no frui t . _ 

T h m i e h t h e expectat ion which is raised 
by impert inent promises is t h u s ba i r en , 
their confidence, even af ter fai lures, is so 

great , t ha t they subsist by still promising 
nn I have here tofore discoursed of the in-
significant l iar , t h e boaster , and the castle-
builder, and t r ea ted them as no ill-design-
ing men (th<mgh they a re to be p laced 
among t h e frivolous false ones,) b u t persons 
w h o fall into t h a t way purely to recommend 
themselves by the i r vivacities; but indeed 1 
cannot le t heedless promisers , though m 
the most minute circumstances, pass wi th 
so slight a censure. If a m a n should t a k e 
a resolution to pav only sums above a hun-
d red pounds, and yet contrac t wi th dit-
fe ren t people debts of five and ten, how 
long can w e suppose h e will k e e p his credi t . 
T h i s m a n will as Iraig suppor t his good 
n a m e in business, as h e will in conversation, 
w h o without difficulty m a k e s assignations 
which h e is indifferent w h e t h e r h e ke e ps 
o r not. 

I am the m o r e severe upon this vice, be-
cause I have been so unfortunate as to be a 
ve ry grea t criminal myself. S i r A n d r e w 
F r e e p n r t , and all m y ot\ier f r iends w h o a re 
scrupulous to promises of t h e meanest con-
sideration imaginable, f rom a habi t of v i r -
tue t ha t way, have often upbra ided m e wi th 
it. I t a k e shame upon myself for this c r ime , 
and more par t icular ly fo r t h e greatest 1 
eve r commit ted of the sort, t ha t when as 
agreeable a company of gentlemen 
i & i e s as ever were got toge ther , and I for-
sooth, M r . Specta tor , t o be of the p a r t y 
wi th women of meri t , l ike a booby as I was, 
mistook the t ime of meet ing, and came t h e 
n ight following. I wish every fool w h o is 
negligent in th i s kind, mav h a v e as g rea t a 
loss as I h a d in th is ; for t l ie same company 
will never mee t more , b u t a r e dispersed 
into various pa r t s of t h e wor ld , and I a m 
lef t under the compnnction t ha t I deserve, 
in so many different places to be called a 

^"TWS faul t is snmetimes t o be a c c e n t e d 
for, when desirable people a re fea r fu l of 
aopear ing precise and r e sen ' cd by denials; 
b u t thev will find the apprehension of t h a t 
imputation will be t rav t h e m into a childish 
imi>otence of mind, and m a k e them pro-
mise all w h o a re so kind to ask it of t hem. 
T h i s leads such soft c rea tures into the mis-
for tune of seemiii;; to re turn over tures ot 
trood-will with ingrati tude. T h e first s teps 
in the breach of a man ' s in tcgn ty a re m u c h 
more impor tan t than men a re aware ot. 
T h e man w h o scruples not b reak ing his 
word in l i t t le things, would not suffer in his 
own conscience so great pain for failures of 
consequence, as he w h o th inks every l i tue 
offence against t ru th and justice a disparage-
ment . W e should not m a k e any thing we 
ourselves d isapprove habi tual to us , it w e 
would be sure of our integrity. _ _ 

I r e m e m b e r a falsehood of the tr ivial 
sort, though not in relat ion to assignations, 
tha t exposed a m a n to a verv raeasy ad-
venture. W i l l T r a p and Jack Stint we re 
chamber- fe l lowsin the I n n e r - T e m p l e about 
twenty-five years ago. T h e y one night la t 
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in the pit l e a t h e r at a comedy, where they 
both oDscn-cd and liked the same young 
woman in the boxes. The i r kindness for 
her entered both hearts deeper than they 
imagined- Stint had a good faculty in writ-
ing letters of love, and made his address 
privately that way; while T r a p proceeded 
m the ordinary course, by money and her 
waiting-maid. T h e lady save them botli 
encouragement, received T r a p into the ut-
most favour, answering at the same time 
Stint's letters, and giving him appointments 
at third places. T r a p ttegan to suspect the 
epistolary correspondence of his friend, and 
di scovered also that Stint opened all his let-
ters which came to their common lodgings, 
in order tofiirm his own assignations. After 
much anxiety and restles-sness, T r a p came 
to a resolution, which he thought would 
break off their commerce with one another 
without any hazardous explanation. He 
therefore writ a letter in a feigned hand to 
Mr. T r a p at his chambers in the Temple. 
Stint, according to custom, seized and 
opened it, and was not a little surprised to 
find the inside directed to himself, when, 
with great perturbation of spirit, he read 
as follows: 

' MB. STINT,—You have gained a slight 
satisfaction at the expense of doing a very 
heinous crime. A t the price of a faithful 
friend you have obtained an inconstant mis-
tress. I rejoice in this expedient I have 
thought of to break my mind to you, and 
tell you, you are a base fellow, bv a means 
which does not expose you to the affront 
except you deserve it. I know, sir, as 
criminal as you arc, you have still shame 
enough to avenge yourself a ^ n s t the hardi-
ness of any one that should publicly tell 
vou of i t "I therefore, who have received 
so many sccrct hurts from you, shall take 
satisfaction with safety to myself. I call 
vmi bnse, and you must bear it, or acknow-
ledge it; I triumph over you that you can-
not come at me; nor do I think it disho-
nourable to come in armour to assault him, 
who was in Msibuscade when he wounded 
me. 

' W h a t need more be said to convince 
yon of being guilty of the basest practice 
imaginable, than that it is such as has made 
yi-u liable to be treated after this manner, 
while you yourself cannot in your own con-
science but allow the justice of the upbraid-
inffs of your injured friend, 

T . ' R A L P H T R A P . ' 

No- 449.] Tuesday, Augutt 5, 1712. 
Tibi scripms, mat rona , libellus-

.Vnrt. ill. 63. 
A book th^ chssteEi matrmi may peruse. 

VVKEK 1 reflect upon my labours for the 
public, 1 cannot but observe, that part of 
the species, of which I profess myself a 
fi-iend and guardian, is sometimes treated 
with severityj that is, there are in my writ-

ings many descriptions given of ill persons, 
and not any direct encomium made of those 
who are good. W h e n I was convinced of 
this error, I could not but immediately call 
to mind several of the fair sex of my ac-
quaintance, whose characters deserve to be 
transmitted to posterity in writings which 
will long outlive mine. But I do not think 
that a reason why 1 should not give them 
their place in my diurnal as long as it will 
last For the service thereof of my female 
readers, I shall single out some characters 
of maids, wives, and widows which deserve 
the imitation of the sex- She who shall 
lead this small illustrious number of he-
roines shall be the amiable Fidelia. 

Before I enter upon the particular parts 
of her character, it is neccssaiy to preface, 
that she is the only child of a decrepid 
father, whose life isl>mmd " P i n hers. This 
gentleman has used Fidelia from her cradle 
with all the tenderness imaginable, and has 
viewed her growing perfections with the eartiality of a parent, that soon thought 

er accomplished above the children of all 
other men, but never thought she was come 
to the utmost improvement of which she 
herself was e n a b l e . T h i s f m d r e s s h a s h a d 
very happy effects upon his own happiness; 
for she reads, she dances, she sings, uses 
her spinet and lute to the utmost pei^ection; 
and the lady's use of all these excellences 
is to divert the old man in his easy chair, 
when he is out of the pangs of a cifcronical 
distemper. Fidelia is now in the twenty-
third year of her agej but the application 
of many lovers, her vigorous time of life, 
he r quick sense of all that is truly gallant 
and elegant in the enjoyment of a plentiful 
fortune, are not able to'draw her trom the 
side of her good old father. Certain it is, 
that there is no kind of affection so pure 
and angelic as that of a father to a daughter. 
He beholds her both with and without re-
gard to her sex. In love to our wives there 
is desire, to our sons there is ambition; but 
in that to our daughters, there is something 
which there are no words to express. Her 
life is designed wholly domestic, and she is 
so readv a friend and companion, that even' 
thing t^iat passes about a man is accom-
panied with the idea of her presence. Her 
sex also is naturally so much exposed to 
hazard, both as to fortune and innocence, 
that there is perhaps a new cause of fond-
ness arising from that consideration also. 
None but mthers can have a true sense of 
these sot^ of pleasures and sensations but 
my familiarity with the father of Fidelia, 
makes me let drop the words which I have 
heard him speali, and observe upon his 
terdemess towards her. 

Fidelia, on her part, a s l w^.^jningtosay, 
as accomplished as slie is, with her beautv, 
wit, air, and mien, emplO-^s her whole 
time in care and attendance upon her fa-
ther. How have I been charmed to see cne 
rf the most beautiful womtn the age has 
produced, on her knees, helping on an old 
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man's slipper! Her filial regard to him js 
what she makes her diversion, her busi-
ness, and her glor^'. W h e n she was asked 
bv 1 friend of her deceased mother lo ad-
niit of the courtship of her son, she answer-
ed that she had a great respect and grati-
tude to her for the overture in behalt ot one 
so dear to her, but tha t during her father s 
life she would admit into her heart no value 
for anv thing that should interfere with her 
endeavour to m a t e his remains of lite as 
happy and easv as could be expected in his 
circumstances.' T h e lady admonished her 
of the prime of life with a smile; which 
Fidelia answered with a frankness that al-
ways attends unfeigned virtue; ' I t IS true, 
madam, there are to be sure very great 
satisfactions to be expected ra t he com-
merce of a man of honoHF whom one tendey^ 
ly \oves; but 1 find so much satisfaction, m 
the reflection, how much I mitigate a good 
man's pains, whose welfare depends upon 
mv assiduitv about him, t h a t i willingly ex-
clude the loose ^ t i f i c a t i o n s of passion for 
the solid reflections of duty. I know not 
whether anv man's wife would be allowed, 
and {what 1 still more fear) I know not 
whether I, a wife, should be willing to be so 
officious as I am at present about my pa-
rent.' T h e happy fatherhasherdeclarat ion 
that she will not marry during his life, and 
the pleasure of seeing that resoliitim not 
uneasv to her. W e r e wie topaint filial aflec-
tion in its utmost beautv, he could not ha re 
a more lively idea of it than in beholding 
Fidelia servi'ng h e r father at his hours ot 
rising, meals, and rest. 

W h e n the general crowd of female youth 
are consulting their glasses, prepanng for 
balls, assemblies, or plays; for a young 
lady, who could be regarded among the 
foremost in those places, either for her per-
son, wit, fortune, or conversation, and yet 
contemn all these entertainments, to sweet-
en the h e a w hours of a decrepid parent, is 
a resignation truly heroic. Fidelia performs 
the duty of a nurse with all the beauty of a 
bride; nor does she neglect her person, be-
cause ot her attendance on him, when he 
is too ill to receive company, to whom she 
mav make an appearance. 

Fidelia, who gives him u p her youth, 
does not think it any great s ac r i f i " to add 
to it the spoiling of her dress. Her care 
and exactness in her habit convince her fa-
ther of the alacrity of her mind: and she 
has of all women the best foundation for 
affecting the praise of a seeming negligence. 
W h a t adds to t he entertainment of the 
good old man is, that Fidelia, where merit 
and fortune cannot be overiooked by episto-
lary lovers reads over the accounts of her 
conquests, plays on her spinet the gayest 
airs (and while she is doing so you would 
think her formed onlv for gallantry) to in-
timate to him the pleasures she despises 
for his sake. 

Those who think themselves tlie pattern 
of good-breeding and gallantry would be 

astonished to hear that, in those intervals 
when the old gentleman is at ease, and can 
bear companv, there are at his house, m 
the most regular order, assemblies of peo-
ple of t he highest merit ; where there is 
conversation without mention ot the taults 
of the absent, benevolence between men 
and women without passion, and the high-
est subjects of morality treated of as natural 
and accidcnUl discourse; all which is owing 
to the genius of Fidelia; who at ojice 
makes her father 's way to another world 
easy, and herself cap-able of being an ho-
nour to his name in this. 

' MR. SPECTATOR,—I was the other day 
at the Bear-garden, in hofws to have seen 
vour short face: but not being so fortunate, 
1 must tell you, by wav of letter, that there 
is a mystery among the gladiators which 
has escaped your spectatnrial penetration. 
For , being in a box at an ale-house near 
that renowned seat of honour above-men-
tioned, I overheard two masters of the 
scicnce agreeing to quarrel on the next op-
portunity. This was to happen in a cnm-
lany of a set of the f rd temi t r of basfcet-
liits, who were to meet that evening. 

W h e n this was settled, one asked the 
other, " W i l l vou give cuts or receive? 
T h e other answered, " Receive." I t was 
replied, " A r e you a passionate man. 
" N o , provided you cut no more nor no 
decpe r than we agree." I thought it my 
duty to acquaint vou with this, tha t the 
people may not pay their money for fight-
ins. and be cheated. Your humble ser-
vant, SCABBARD R U S T Y . ' 

r. 
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And tlKD l«c virtue follow, if she will — 
'MR. SPECT.A.TOR,—All men through 

different paths, make at the same comm;>n 
thing, money: and it is to her we owe the 
politician, the merchant, and the lawyer; 
nav, to be f'-ee with you, I believe to that 
also we are beholden for our Spectator. I 
am apt to think, that could we look into 
our own hearts, we should see money en-
graved in them in more lively and moving 
characters than self-preservation; for who 
can reflect upan the merchant hoisting sail 
in a doubtful pursuit of her , and all man-
kind sacrificing their quiet to her, but must 
perceive that tKc characters of self-preser-
vation (which were doubtless originally the 
brightest) are sullied, if not wholly defaced; 
and that those of monev (which at first 
was only valuable as a mean to security) 
are of late so brightened, that the cliarac-
ters of self-preservation, like a less light 
set bv a grenter, arc become almost imper-
ceptible? Thus has monev got the upper-
hand of what nil mankind f )rmeriy thought 
mosjt clear, viz, securitv; a n d ! wish i could 
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say she had here put a stop to her victo-
ries; but, alas! common honesty fell a sa-
crifice tf> her. This is the way scholastic 
men talk of the greatest good in the world: 
but I, a tradesman, shallgive you another 
account of this matter in the plain narra-
tive of my own life. I think it proper, in 
the first place, to acquaint mv readers, 
that since my setting out in the world, 
which was in the vear 1660, I never wanted 
money, having i i e ^ n with an indifferent 
good stock in the tobacco-trade, to which I 
was bred; and l)y the continual successes it 
has pleased Providence to bless my endea-
vours with, I am at last arrived at what 
thev call a plum, To uphold my discourse 
in the manner of your wits or philosophers, 
by speaking fine things, or drawing infer-
ences, as they pretend, from the nature of 
the subject, I account i tvainj having never 
found any thing in the writings of such men, 
that did not savour moi-e of the invention 
of the brain, or what is styled speculation, 
than of sound ju(igincnt or profitable ob-
servation. I wifl readily grant indeed, that 
t h e r e IS WH&T THE WITS CQIL D&TUR^ IN t l icir 
talk J which is the utmost those curious au-
thors can assume to tliemsclves, and is in-
deed all they endeavour at, for tliey are but 
lamentable teachers. And what, f pray, is 
natural? Tha t which is pleasing and easy. 
—And what are pleasing and easy? For-
sooth, a newthou^ht, or conceit dressed up 
in smooth quaint lan^age , to make you 
smile and wag your head, as being what 
you never imagined before, and yet wonder 
•why you had not; mere frothy amusements, 
lit only for boys or silly women to be caught 
•with. 

' It is not mj- present intention to instruct 
my readers jn the method of acquiring 
riches; that may be the work of another 
essay; but to exhibit the real and solid ad-
vantages I have found by them in my long 
and manifold experience; nor yet all the ad-
vantages of so worthy and valuable a bless-
ing, (for who docs not know or imagine the 
comforts of being warm or living at ease, and 
that power and pre-cminence are their in-
separable attendants?) but only to instance 
the great supports tliey afford us underthe 
severest calamities and misfortune; to show 
tliat the love of them is a special antidote 
against immorality and vice; and that the 
same does likewise naturally dispose men 
to actions of piety and devotion. All which 
I can make out by my own experience, 
who think myself no ways particular from 
the rest of mankind, nor better nor worse 
by nature than generally other men are. 

' In the year 1665, when the sickness 
was, I lost by it my wife and two children, 
which-ivere all my stock. Probably I might 
have had more, considering I was marned 
between four and five vears; but finding her 
to be ateeming woman, I was careful, as 
liaving then little above a brace of thou-
sand pounds to carry on my trade and main-
tain a family with. ' I loved them as usually 

men do their wives and children, and there-
fore could not resist the first impulses of 
nature on so wounding a loss; but I quickly 
roused myself, and found means to alle-
viate, and at last conquer, my affliction, by 
reflecting how that she and lier children 
having been no ^ e a t expense to me, the 
best part of her fortune was still left; that 
my charge being reduced to myself, a jour-
neyman, and a maid, I might live far 
cheaper than before; and that being now a 
childless widower, 1 might perliaps m a n y 
a no less deserving woman, and with a 
much better fortune than she brought, 
which was but 800/. And, to convince my 
readers that such considerations as these 
were proper and apt to produce such an 
affect, I remember jt was the constant ob-
servation at that deplorable time, when so 
many hundreds were swept away daily, 
that the rich ever bore the loss of their fa-
mi lies and relations far better than the poor; 
the latter having littie or nothing before-
hand, and living from hand to mouth, 
placed the whole comfort and satisfaction 
of their lives in their wives and children, 
and were tlierefore inconsolable. 

' The following year happened the fire; 
at winch time, by good providence, it was 
my fortune to have converted the greatest 
part of my effects into ready money, on the 
prospect of an extraordinary advantage 
w h i c h I w a s p r e p a r i n g t o l a y h o l d o n . T h i s 
calamity was very terrible and astonisliing, 
the fury of the flames being such, that 
whole streets, at several distant places 
were destroyed at one and the same time, 
so that (as it is well known) almost all our 
citizens were burnt out of what they had. 
Rut what did I then do? I did not stand 
pz ingon the ruins of our noble metropolis; 
1 did not shake my head, wring my hands, 
sigh and shed tears; I considered with my-
self what could this avail; I fell a plodding 
what advantages might be made of the 
ready cash I had; and immediately be-
thought mvself that wonderful pennvworths 
might be "bought of the goods that were 
saved out of the fire. In short, with about 
2000/. and a little crcdit, I bought as much 
tobacco as raised my estate to the value of 
10,000/. I then "looked on the ashes of our 
city, and the misery of its late inhabitants, 
as an effect of the just wrath and indigna-
tion of heaven towards a sinful and perverse 
people." 

'A f t e r this I married again; and that 
wife dying, I took another; but both proved 
to be idle baggages; the first gave me a 
great deal of plague and vexation by her 
extravagances, and I became one of the 
by-words of the city. I knew it -would be to 
no manner of purpose to TO about to curb 
tbefanciesand inclinations of women, which 
fly oot the more for being restrained; but 
what I could I did; I watched her nar-
rowly, and by good luck found her in the 
embraces (for which I had two witnesses 
with me) of a wealthy spark of the court-

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



end of the town; of whom I recovered 
15,00(W. which made me amends for what 
she had idly squandered, and put a silence 
to al! my neighbours, taking off my re-
proach by the gain they saw I had by ii. 
The last died about two years after 1 mar-
ried her, in labour of three children. I 
conjecture they were begot by a country 
kinsman of hers, whom, at her recommen-
dation, I took into my family, and gave 
wagcsto as a journeyman. Wha t this crea-
ture expended in delicacies and high diet 
with her kinsman (as well as I could com-
pute bv the poulterer's, fishmonger's, and 
grocer^s bills,) amounted in the s ^ d two 
years to one hundred eighty-six pounds four 
shillings and five-pence half-penny. Thefine 
apparel, bracelets, lockets, and treats, 
0 the other, according to the best calcula-
tion, came, in three years and about three 
quarters, to sevenhundred-forty four pounds 
seven shillings and nine pence. After this 
1 resolved never to marry more, and found 
1 had been a gainer by my marriages, and 
the damages granted me for the abuses of 
my bed (all charges deducted) eight thou-
sand three hundred pounds, within a trifle. 

' I come now to show the good effects of 
the love of money on the lives of men, to-
wards rendering them honest, sober, and 
relinous. Wiien I was a young man, I had 
a mmd to make the best of my wits, a i ^ 
over-reached a country chap in a parcel of 
unsound goods; to whom, upon his upbraid-
ing, and threatening to expose me for it, I 
re'tumed the equivalent of his loss; and 
upon his good advice, wherein he clearly 
demonstrated the folly of such artifices, 
which can never end but in shame, and the 
ruin of all correspondence, I never after 
transgressed. Can your courtiers, who take 
h r i b i , or your lawyers or physicians in 
their practice, or even the divines who 
intermeddle in worldly affiurs, boast of 
making but one slip in their lives, and of 
such a thorough and lasting reformation? 
Since my commg into the world I do not 
remember I was ever overtaken in drink, 
save nine times, once at the christening of 
my first child, thrice at our city feasts, and 
five times at driving of barg^ns. My re-
formation I can attribute to nothing so 
much as the love and esteem of money, for 
I found myself to be extravagant in my 
drink, and apt to turn projector, and make 
rash bargains. As for women, I never 
knew any except my wives: for my reader 
must know, and it is what he may confide 
in as an excellent recipe, that the love of 
business and money is the greatest mortifier 
of inonlinate desires imapnable, as em-
ploying the mind continually in the careful 
oversight of what one has in the eager quest 
after more, in looking after the negUgenccs 
and deceits of servant-s, in the due entering 
and stating of accounts, in hunting after 
chaps, and in the exact knowledge of the 
state of markets; which things whoever 
thoroughly attends to, will find enough and 

enough to employ his thoi«hts on every 
moment of the dav; so that Icannot call to 
mind, that in all the time I was a husband, 
which, off and on, was above twelve years, 
I ever once thought of ray wives but in bed. 
And, lastly, for religion, I have ever been 
a constant churchman, both forenoons and 
aftemoMis on Sundays, never forgetting to 
be thankful for any g^n or advantage 1 had 
had that day; and on Saturday nights, upon 
casting up my accounts, I always was 
eratefU for the sum of mv week's profits, 
and at Christmas for that of the whole 
year. It is true, tKrhaps, that my devo-
tion has not been the most fervent; which, 
I think, ought to be imputed to the even-
ness and sedateness of my temper, which 
never would admit of any impetuosities of 
any sort; and I can remember, that in my 
"oiith and prime of manhood, when my 
)lood ran brisker, I took greater pleasure 

in religious exercises than at present, or 
many years past, and that my devotion 
sensibly declined as age, which is dull and 
unwieldy, came upon me. 

' I have, I hope, here proved, that the 
love of money prevents all immorality and 
vice; which it you will not allow, you 
must, that the pursuit of it obliges men to 
the same kind of life as they would follow 
if they were really virtuous; which is all 1 
have to say at present, only recommending 
to you, that you would think of it, and turn 
ready wit into ready money as fast as you 
can. I conclude, your servant, 

T . ' E P H R A I M W E E D . " 

No. 451.] Thursday, AugiM 7, 1712. 
J a m l e v u a aperCam 

I n r a b U m M p i t verl i jocua, et per l i o n e ^ t a j 
I r e i o i o a x i i n p u n e d o n i o j — — , o 

ifiir- Ep . i. L ib . 3 .148 . 

- • n m e a c o m i p t , and n a l a r e ill i j c U n ' d , — 1 imeg vj i iuj"*. M — 
Prodac 'd t h e p o i n t l h a t lef t Ihe Ming b t l i i na ; 
Ti l l f r i e n d w i lh frienfl, and fami l ies a l a i i i fe , 
T r i u m p l i a n i ma l lM r a j l t l i toug l i I«>»i ' e l i fe .—Pops 

THERE is nothing so scandalous to a go-
vernment, and detestable in the eyes of all 
good men, as defamatory papers and pam-
phlets; but at the same time there is no-
thing so difficult to tame as a satirical 
author. An angry writer who cannot ap-
pear in print, naturally vents his spleen in 
libels and lampoons. A gay old woman, 
says the fable, seeing all her wrinkles re-
presented in a lar^e looking-glass, threw 
it upon the ground in a passion, and broke 
it in a thousand pieces; but as she was 
afterwards surveying the fragments with a 
spitefal kind of pleasure, she could not for-
bear uttering herself in the following soli-
loquy: ' W h a t have I got by this revengeful 
blow of mine? I have only multiplied my 
deformity, and see a hundred u ^ y faces, 
where b^ore I saw but one.' 

It has been proposed, to oblige every 
person that writes a book, or a paper, to 

, swear himself the author of it, and entc* 
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down in a public register his name and 
place of abode. 

This indeed would have cffectuallv sup-
pressed aU printed scandal, which generally 
appears under borrowed names, or under 
none at all. But it is to be feared that such 
an expedient would not only destroy scan-
dal, but learning. It would operate pro-

^ miscuously, and root up the com and tares 
together. Nc4 to mention some of the most 
celebrated works of piety, which h a v e Eroceeded from anonymous authors, who 

ave made it their merit to convey to us so 
great a charity in secret; there are few 
works of genius that come out at first with 
the author's name. The writer generally 
makes a trial of them in the world before 
he owns them; and, I believe, very few, 
who are capable of writing, would set pen 
to paper, if they knew beforehand that 
they must not publish their productions 
but on such conditions. For my own part, 
1 must declare, the papers I present the Eublic are like fairy favours, which shall 

ist no laiger than while the author is con-
cealed. 

T h a t which makes it particularly dif-
ficult to restrain these sons of calumny and 
defamation is, that all sides are e y ^ l y 
^ i l t y of it, and that every dirty scribbler 
is countenanced by great names, whose in-
terests he propagates by such vile and 
infamous methods. I have never yet heard 
of a ministry who have inflicted an exem-
plary punishment on an author that has 
supported their cause with falsehixid and 
scandal, and treated, in a most cruel man-
ner, the names of those who have been 
looked upon as their rivals and antagonists. 
Would a |ovcmnient set an everlasting 
mai'k of their displeasure upon one of those 
infamous writers, who makes his court to 
them by tearing to pieces the reputation 
of a competitor, we should quickly see an 
end put to this race of vermin, that are a 
scandal to government, and a reproach to 
human nature. Such a proceeding would 
make a minister of state shine in histoiy, 
and would fill all mankind with a just ab-
horrence of persons who should treat him 
unworthily, and employ ^:ainst him those 
arms which lie scorned to make use of 
against his enemies. 

I cannot think that any one will be so 
unjust as to imagine, what I have here said 
is spoken with respect to any party or fac-
tion. Every one who has in him the senti-
ments eitherof a Christian or a gentleman, 
cannot but be highly offended at this wick-
ed and ungenerous practice, which is so 
much m use among us at present, that it is 
become a kind of national crime, and dis-
tinguishes us from all the governments that 
lie about us. I cannot but look upon the 
finest strokes of satire which are aimed at 
particular persons, and which are support-
ed even with the appearances of truth, to 
be the marks of an evil mind, and highly 
criminal in themselves. Infamy, like other 

punishments, is under the direction and 
distribution of the magistrate, and not of 
any private person. Accoitiingly we loam, 
from a fragment of Cicero, that though 
there were very few capital punishments 
in the twelve tables, a ibel or lampoon, 
which took away the good name of an-
other, was to be punished by death. But 
this is far from being our case. Our satire 
is nothing but ribaldrv and billingsgate. 
Scurrility passes for wit; and he who 
can call names in the greatest variety 
of phrases, is looked upon to have the 
shrewdest pen. By this means the honour 
of families is ruinecl; the highest ])osts and 
the greatest titles are rendered cheap and 
vile m the siglit of the people; the noblest 
virtues and most exalted parts exposed to 
the contempt of the vicious and the igno-
r ^ t . Should a foreiraer, who knows no-
thing of our private factions, or one who is 
to act his part in the world when our pre-
sent heats and animosities are forgot— 
should, I say, such a one form to himself 
a notion of the greatest men of all sidei in 
the British nation, who are now living, 
from the characters which are given them 
in some or other of those abominable writ-
ings which are daily published among us, 
what a nation of monsters must we appear! 

As this cruel practice tends to the utter 
subversion of all truth and humanity among 

' us, it deserves the utmost detestation and 
discouragement of all who have either the 
love of their countn-, or the honour of their 
religion at hea r t 1 would therefore earn-
estly recommend it to the consideration of 
those who deal in these pernicious arts of 
writing, and of those who take pleasure in 
tlie reading of them. As for the first, I 
have spoken of them in former papers, and 
have not stuck to rank them with the mur-
derer and assassin. Every honest man sets 
as high a value upon a good name, as upon 
life itself: and I cannot but think that those 
who privily assault the one, would destroy 
tlie other, might they do it with the same 
security and impunity. 

As for persons who take pleasure in the 
reading and dispersing such detestable li-
bels, I am afraid they fall very litde short 
of the ™ilt of the first composers. By a 
law of the emperors Valentinian and Va-
lens, it was mMe death for anv i>erson not 
only to write a libel, but, if he met with one 
by chance, not to tear or bum it. But be-
cause I would not he thought singular in mv 
opinion of tliis matter, I shall condude my 
paper with the words of Monsieur Bayle, 
who wasa man of great f.-tedom cf thought, 
as well as of exquisite learning and judg-
ment. 

* I cannot imagine that a man who dis-
perses a bbel, is less dearous of doing 
mischief than the author himself. But 
what shall we say of the pleasure which a 
man takes in the reading of a defamatory 
libel > Is it not a heinous sin in the sight 
of God ? W e must distinguish in this point, 
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This pleasure is eitlmr an agreeable sensa-
tion we are aftected witH, wliwi wc meet 
with a witty thought which is well ex-
pressed, or It is a joy which we conccive 
from the dishoiwur of the pcrsm who is 
dcfomal. I will say nirthing to the first ot 
these cases; fur perhaps some would thinlc 
that my moi-alitv is not severe enough, it 
1 should affirm tWt a man is rot master of 
those agreeable scnsaUons, any more Uian 
cf those occasioned by sugiir or honey, 
•when they touch his tongue; but as to the 
second, every one will own that p l e ^ i r e to 
be a heinous sin. The pleasure in the first 
case is of no continuance; it prevents our 
reason and reflecticsi, and may l>e imme-
diately followed by a secret grirf. to see 
our nciehbour's honour blasted. H it does 
not ceaW immediately, it is a sign that we 
arc not displeased with tlie ill nature of the 
satirist, but are glid to see him defame his 
enemy by all kinds of stones; and thra 
we deserve the punislimeut to which tne 
writer of the libel is subject. I shall here 
add the words of a modem atithor. at. 
Gremrv upon excommunicating those 
•writers'who had dishonoured Castonus, 
docs not except those who read their 
•works; becausc, says he, if calumnies have 
always been the delishc of their hearers, 
and a gratification of those pers.ms who 
have no other advantage over honest men, 
is not he who takes pleasure m reading 
them as guilty as he who composed them? 
I t is an uncontested maxim, that they who 
anprove an action, would certainly do it it 
they could; that is. if some ^ o n of siJf-
love did not liinder them. 1 here is no dit-
fercncc, says Cicero, between advising a 
crime, and approvhig it when committed. 
T h e Roman law confirmed tliis maxim, 
having subjected the approvers and authors 
of this evil to the same penalty. W e may 
therefore conclude, that those who are 
pleased with reading defamatory libels, so 
ar as to approve the autiiors and dis-
persers of tlicm, are as guilty as if they 
lail composed them; for, if they do not 

write such libels themselves, it is because 
they have not the talent of wnting, or be 
cause they will I'un no hazard.' 

Tlie author i)roduces other authorities to 
confirm iiis judgment in this particular. 

No. 452.] J'riday, Augutt 8, 17J2. 
» £ t n : 

l l a m a 

a licunxnum nov j 

la ture foml of 

.1,119 i v i d n . 
PHx. Lil 

o v e l t . 

THERE is no humour in my countp-men 
•which I ani more inclined to wonder at, 
tlian their eiiicr.d thirst after news. 1 here 
aw about half a dozen ingenious men, who 
live vcvy plentifully u])on this curiosity of 
llicir fellow-subjects. Tliey all of tht-m re-
ceive the same advices tixim abroad, .md 
'ery often in the same words; but their way 
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of cooking it Is so very dlfferait, that t h c ^ 
is no citizen, who lias an eye to the public 
good, that can leave the cofFci'-bousc witli 
a peace of mind, before he has given every 
one of them a reading. These bcveral dislu.-s 
of news are so very agreeable to the palate 
of rav countr>mcn, that tlicy are not only 
pleased with them when they are served 
up hot, but when they arc agmn set cold 
liefore them, by those penetrating politi-
cians who oblige the public with their re-
flections and observations upon everv piecc 
of intelligence that is sent us from abroad. 
This text is given us by one set of wnters, 
and the comiuent bv another. 

But notwithstanding we have the same 
tale told usin so manv different papers, and 
if occasion requires," in so manv articles 
of the same papery notwithstanding, !n a 
scarcity of foreign posts, we hear the same 
story repeated b y different advices from 
Pans, Brussels, the Hague, and from evepr 
great town in Europe; notwithstanding the 
multitude of annotations, expKnations, re-
flections, and various readings which it 
passes tiirough, our time lies heavy on oar 
lands till the arrival of a fresh mail: we 

lone to receive farther particulars, to hear 
what will be the next step, or what will be 
the cnnsequcnces nf that which we have al-
ready talccn. A westerly wind keeps the 
whole town in suspense, and puts a stop to 
conversation. . , , , - , 

This general curiosity has been raised 
and inflamed by our late wars, and if rightly 
directed, might be of good use to a person 
who has such a thirst awakened in him. 
W h y should not a man, who takes delight 
in reading evcr>- thing that is new, ap-
ply himself to history, travels and other 
writings of the same kind, where he will 
find iJcrpetual fuel for his curiosity, ^ d 
meet with much more pleasure and im-
provement than in these papers of the 
week? An honest tn«lesm!ui, who lan-
guishes a whole summer in cxpctat ion of 
a battle, and perhaps is baulked at la-st, 
may here meet with half a dozen m a day. 
He may read the news of a whole campaign 
in less ^me than he now bestows upon the 
products of a single post. Fights, conquests, 
and revolutions, lie thick together. T h e 
reader's curiosity is raised and satisfied 
every moment, and his passions disap-
pointed or gratified, witl\out being detained 
in a state of uncertainty from day to day, 
or lying at the merc j of the sea and wind; 
in short, the mind is not here kept in a 
pcriietual gaiJe after knowledge, nor pu-
nished with that eternal thirst, which is 
the portion of all our modem newsmongers 
and cofTee-house politicians. 

All matters of fact, which a man did not 
know bs-fore, arc news to him; and 1 do not 
see how any haberdasher in Clienpside is 
moi-c concerned in the i)reseiit quan^cl of 
the Cantons, than he was in that of the 
Lc'igiic- At least, 1 believe, everyone will 
allow jne, it is of mure importance to an 
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Englishman t" kiiDW the histoiy of his an-
cestcn's, tlian that of his contemporaries who 
live upon tlie bunks of the Damibe or the 
Borysthenes. As for those who are of 
iinother mind, I shall recommend to them 
the followini; letter friim a projector, who 
is •willing to turn a penny by this remai'ka-
ble curiosity of liis countrymen. 

'MR. SPF.CTATOH,—You rnust have ob-
scr\'ed that men who frequent coffee-houses, 
and clcliglit in news, are pleased with everv 
thin? that is matter of fact, so it be what 
they have not heard before. A victory or 
a defeat are equally agreeable to them. 
The shutting of a cardinal's mouth pleases 
them one post, and the openinR of it an-
other. They are slad to hear the French 
court is removed to Marli, and are after-
wards as much delighted with its return to 
Versailles. Tliey read the advertisements 
with the same curiosity as the articles of 
public news; and are as pleased to hear of 
a pie-bald horse that is strayed out of a 
field near Islington, as of a whole troop that 
have been engaged in any foreign adven-
ture. In sliort, they have arelish for every 
thing that is news, let the inattcr of it be 
what it will; or, to speak more properly, 
they are men of a voracious appetite, but 
no taste. Now, sir, sincc the great fountain 
of news, I mean the war, is very near being 
dried up; and since these gentlemen have 
contracted svich an inextinguishable thirst 
after it, I have taken their case and my 
own into consideration, and have thought 
of a project which mav turn to the ad-
vantage of us both. I 'have thoughts of 
publishing a daily paper, which shall com-
prehend in it all the most remarkable oc-
currences in every little town, village, and 
hamlet, that lie within ten miles of Lon-
don, or, in other woi'ds, within the verge 
of the pennv-post. I have jiitched upon 
this scene of intelligence for two reasons; 
first, because the carriage of letters will be 
very cheap; and, secwidly, because I may 
receive them every dav. By this means 
my readers will have tlieir news fresh and 
fresh, and many worthy citizens, who can-
not sleep with any satisfaction at present, 
for want of being informed how the world 
goes, may go to bed contentedly, it being 
my design to put out my paper every Jiight 
at nine o'clock precisrfy. I have ali-e;idy 
established corre.spondenccs in these seve-
ral places, and received very good intelli-
gence. 

• By my last advices from Knightsbridge, 
I hear that a horse was clapped into the 
pound on the thii'd instimt, and that he 
was not released when tlie letters came 
away. 

' W e are informed from Pankridge,* that 
a dozeii weddings were latelv celebrated in 
the motber-churc.h of that 'place, but arc 
refen-ed to their next lettci-s for the names 
of the parties concerned. 

* E5t. Paiicr&», Ibon a la&Lioiia1>le fur wedJu iga . 

' Letters from Bi-unipt(in advise, that the 
widow Blight had received several visits 
from John Mildew; which affords great 
matter of speculation in those parts. 

' By a fisherman who lately touched at 
Hammersmith, there is advice from Put-
ney, that a certain person well known in 
that place, is like to lose his election for 
churchwanlen; but this being boat-news, 
we cannot give entire credit to it. 

'Letters from Paddington bring little 
more than that William Squeak, the snw-
^Ider , passed through that place the fiftii 
instant. 

' They advise from Fnlham that things 
remained there in the same state they were. 
They had intelligence, just as the letters 
came awav, of a tub of excellent ale just 
set abroacK at Parson's Green; but this 
wanted confirmation. 

' I have here, sir, given you a specimen 
of the news with which I intend to entertain 
the town, and which, when drawn up re-
gularly in the form of a newspaper, will, I 
doubt not, be very acceptable to manv of 
those public-spirited readers who take more 
delight in acquaintingthemselves with other 
people's busmess than their own. I hope a 
paper of this kind, which lets us know what 
is done near home, may be more useful to 
us than those which are filled with advices 
froni 7.itg and Bender, and make some 
amends for that dearth of intelligence which 
we may justly apprehend from times of 
peace. If I find that vou rcceive this pro-
ject favourably, I will shortly trouble yoii 
with one or two more; and in the mean 
time am, most worthy sir, with all due 
respect, your most olicdient and humble 
servant.' C. 

N a 453 . ] Saliiritay, Augml 9, 1712. 

N o n i i i i t a i s ne< tefti i i ferar 
fliw-Od. I I . L i b . a i . 

Nn w^ak, n o commr>n w r n e xhall beer 
M / l i n Q g b o d ; i h r o u s h tb»f a i r .—O'ecc i . 

THERE is not a more pleasing exercise of 
the mind than gratitude. It is accompa-
nied with such an inward satisfaction, t lat 
the duty is sufficiently rewarded bv the 
performance. It is not like the practice of 
many other virtues, difficult and painful, 
but attended with so much pleasure, that 
were there no positive command which en-
joined it, nor any recompence laid up for it 
hereafter, a generous mind would indulge 
in it, for the natural gratification that ac-
companies it. 

If gi'atitude is due from man to man, how 
much more from man to his Maker! The 
Supreme Being does not only confer upm 
us those bounties, which proceed moreim-
mediatelv from his band, but even those 
benefits which are conveyed tousbv others. 
Ever)' bk-ssing wc enjoy, by what means 
soever it may be derived upon us, ii t!ie 
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Rift of Him who is the great Author of good, 
and Father of mercies. 

If enititude, -when exerted towams one 
another, naturally produces a very pleasing 
s-ensatioii iu the mind of a grateful man, it 
exalts the si^il into rnplure, when it is em-
ployed on this ^reat object of gi-atitude, on 
th ishenef ice i i tBeing, w h o h a s g i v e n u s e y e r y 
thiiig we already posseiss, and from wliooi 
we expect every thing we yet hope for. 

M<st of the worts of the pagan poets 
•were either direct liymns to their deities, 
or tended indirectly to the celebration oi 
their respective attributes and perfections. 
Those wlio are acquainted with the woi-ks 
of the Greek and Latin poets winch are 
Mill extant, will, ujwn reflection, find this 
observation so ti-ue tliat I shall not enlarge 
upon it. One would wonder that more cA 
our Christian poets have not turned their 
thouehts this way, especially if we consider 
that our idea of the i^prcrae Being is not 
only infinitely more great and noble than 
•what could possibly enter into the heart ol 
a heathen, but filled with every thing that 
can raise the imagination, and give an op-
portunity for the sublimest thoughts and 
conceptions. 

Piuiarch tells us of a heathen who was 
sinaine a hymn to Diana, in which he cele-
brated her for her delight in human sacri-
fices, and other instances of cruelty and 
revenge; upon which, a poet who was pre-
sent at this piece of devotion, and seems to 
have had a truer idea of the divine nature, 
told the votary, by way of reproof, that, 
in recompense" for his hymn, he heartily 
wished he might have a daughter of the 
«ame temper with the g^dess he cele-
brated. It was impossible to write the 
onuses of one of those false deities, accord-
ins to the pagan creed, without a mixture 
of'impertinence and absurdity. . 

The Jews, who before the time ot Chris-
tianity were the only people who had the 
knowledge of the ti-ue God, have set the 
Christian world an example Uow they 
<iueht to employ this divine talent of which 
1 am speaking. As that nation p r ^ u M d 
men of great genius, without consiilenng 
them as inspired writers, thev have trans-
mitted to us many hymns and divine wes, 
which excel those that are delivered down 
to us by the ancient Greeks and Romans, 
in the poetry, as much as in the subject to 
which it was consecrated. This 1 thint 
might easily be shown if there were occa-
sbn for it. i. v 

! have already communicated to the pub-
lic some pieces of divine poetiy; aiid, as 
they have met with a very favourable re-
ception, I shall from time to time publish 
any work of the same nature, which lias 
not yet appeared in print, and may be ac-
ftptable to my readers. 

I . 
• W b e i i a l l i h y meccips. O m y God, 

My r i s i i n ! " i i l » i n v e y » ; 
Trana|«>tle<l wi l l " Hie viPW. I m 1 0 " 

i n woRdor , love, a n d praiist:: 

H . 
• O h o w rtnll wnr i l s R i t l i oqua l w a r m l h 

T h e e r s t i i u i l f i leclare. 
T h a i g l o w w i t h i n m y r a r i B h d n e s t i ; 

B u t i h o u c a n s t read i i ihcre-

lit. 
' T l iy pr<)vi(l<!nce m y l i fe *i i8la i i \ \ l , 

.4nil a l l my w a n l » reilreBl. 
W h e n in t l « s i lc t i t w n m h I l a y . 

A m i h u n g u p o n lUe brf a»t. 

IV. 
• T n all m y cmni>lRlnIt a n d r i i e t 

T i iy niercy l e n t on e a r . 
E r e ye l m y feeble ili«iiglii» ( m l I ' s m 

T o f o r m t h e m s e l v e s i n pray 'T. 

y . 
•T 'nnumfwT 'd c n m f i r t i t " n y sou l 

T h v t f n S » r r a r e bi 'Slow cl. 
BeCnre in» i i i f t in l l i c a t l c n n c - i V d 

r i o i u wluiiii l l w s c ecuiiforls QoWil-

VI. 
• W h e n in th f s l ipp 'O' i « l h s of y o u i b , 

W i l l i liecitJess stepa 1 r a n , 
T l i i n ' ' a r m u n w n erinvey'^i m e f a f e , 

A n d nic u p i o m a n . 

VI T. 
• T h m u f h lii/fdi-n d a n a c t i . t n i l a , a n d d ' a t h s , 

II ecHtly c l e a r ' d n i y » a > , . 
A n d ih ro i i eh Hie p l - a - i n * s n a r e s o f v ice , 

M o r e t o be f e a i il t h a n t h e y . 

veil. 
• W h P n T v o n i w i l h «lcknpe« ort l i a ' l T h o u 

VVi lbhcnI Ih c fnew ' i l m y t i in ' . 
A n d ' h e n in a ina a w l « n r r o « » s u n k . 

R c v i V d m y s o u l Willi f r a c e . 

I X . 
• T h y b o u n i f o u a h a n d w i i b w o H d l y bl i i» 

H a « m a J " i n j - c u p r u n n > r _ 
Aort i n a ki-irt a n " f i t W i l f ™ " ® 

l i a s doubled a l l iny s t o r e 

X . 
' T e n t h o u s a n d t h o u s a n d p rec ious f i f i s 

MT d a i l y t h a n K s e m p l o y ; 
N o r la t h e I f a s t a t-hMrful h ' a r t . 

T h a t t a s i e a thiA« g i f i a w i l h joy . 

XI. 
' ThTOugh f\err pe r iod o f m y life 

T h T ( T o ^ n e M I ' l l p u r s u e ; 
A n d » a » r d e a l h . i n d i s i a i i i worUta 

T h e g l o r i o u s I h e m e rener t ' . 

X I r. 
• W h e n n a l u i e f a i l s a n d d a y a n d m s b t 

I l i v ide t h v w o r k s n n mr>re, 
M » " " CTSl'fi i l hi-ar t , C) L o rd , 

T h y mercy "ha l l ado re . 

X I I I . 
' T b r o u E h all e i e r n i l y t o Tl iee 

A j n y f u l s o n g I I I r a i s » ; 
F o r o h ' e i e r n i t y ' a lOo al^cri 

T o u l l e r a l l l h y p r a i * . ' 

Nn. 454.] Mondaij, Auguxt. 11, i n S . 
S i n e m e , v a d v u i o i c m i m s r.f quod d r a m i h i 
I . 5 b o r H . r j r . i J « » I . A r l . i . S « - l -
GiTe m e l eave t o a l l o w myse l f n o r e sp i t e from l abou r . 

IT is an inexpressible pleasure to know a 
little of the world, and be of no charactcr 
or sienificancy in it. , , i 

To be ever unconccmed, and ever look-
ine on new objects with an endless curi-
osity, is a delight known only to those who 
are turned for speculation: nay, they who 
enioy it, must value thinss cmly as they are 
the objects of speculation, without drawing 
any worldly advantage to themselves from 
them, but just as they arc what contribute 
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tn thoir iiiiiiisi'incui, <ir Uii; improvement 
<if tlie niiiid. 1 lay one iiighl last wcet at 
Kichmoncl; and being restless, not out of 
disiitisfactioii, but a ccrttiin busy hiclina-
tiim one s.>niutiuK's has, I rose at four in 
ilic iiwniiiig, :mcl tixik boat for London, 
with a resolution to rove by boat and coach 
fcr tlie next foui'-and-twaity hours, till the 
niJiny diffVrcnt objects I itiust needs meet 
with should tire my imagination, and give 
nie an inclination to a repose more profound 
than I was at that time capable of. I beg 
people's panlim for an ocld humour I am 
giiiltv of, and was often that d;iy, which is 
saluting any person whom 1 like, whether 
1 know him Drnot. This is a particularity 
would be tokratcd in me, if th<^ cmsidered 
that the p'eatcst pleasure I know I receive 
at my eyes, and that I am obliged to an 
agreeable person for coming a broad into 
my view, as another is for a vi«t of con-
versation at their own houses. 

T h e hours of the day and night are taken 
hp in the citit's of Loudon and Westmin-
stery by jjeople asdifferciit from each other 
a? tliasc who arc bom in different cen-
tuiiis. Wen of six o'clock give way to 
those of nine, tliey of nine, to the geiiera-
tioii of twelve; and thev of twelve disap-
pear, and malce room for the fashiwiable 
world, who have made two o'clock the nowi 
tf the day. 

Wht-n we first put off from shore, we 
soon fell in with a fleet of gardeners, b<Hmd 
fnr the several market-jwrts of London; 
and it was the most pleasing scene imagin-
able to see the cheerfulness with which 
those industrious people plyed their way 
tn a ccrtain sale of their zoods. T h e banks 
on each side are as well peopled, and beau-
tified with as a^eeable plantations as any 
fejiot on the earth; but the Thames itself, 
loaded with the product of each shore, 
added very much to the landscape. It was 
Very easy to observe by their sailing, and 
the countenances of the ruddy virgins, who 
were supercargoes, the part of the town to 
-which tliey were bound- Tlieir was an air 
in the purveyors for Co vent-garden, who 
frwiiii-ntlv converse with morning rakes, 
very imlike the seeming sobriety of those 
bound for Stocks-market. 

Nothing remarkable happened in our 
voyage; but 1 landed with ten s^ l of apricot 
boats, at Strand-bridge, after havingput io 
at Ninc-Elms, and taken in melons, con-
signed by Mr. Cufrie,of ihatpl;icc,toSarah 
Scwell and coijipany, at their stall in Co-
vent-gardcn. W e arrived at Strand-biidge 
at six of the clock, and were unloading, 
when the hackney-coachmen of the fore-
going night tr>ok their leave of each other 
at the Dark-House, to go to bed before the 
day was too far spent. Chimney-sweepers 
pai.i4cd by us as we made up to the market, 
and some raillery happened between one 
of the frUit-wencJies and those black men, 
aboilt the Devil and F.ve, 'with allusion to 
their several professions. I could not be ' 

lieve any place more mtcrtaining than Co-
vent-garden; wliere 1 strolled fmm one 
fruit-shop to another, with crowds of agree-
able youiig women around me, who were 
purchasing fruit for their respective fami-
lies. It was almost eight of the clock be-
fore I coui<l leave that variety of objects. I 
took cnach and followed a young lady, 
who tripped into another just Ix'fore me, 
attended ny her maid. I saw immediately 
she was of tlie family of the Vain-loves. 
I 'here arc a set of these, who of all things, 
effect the play of Blindman's-buff, and 
leading men into love for they know not 
whom, who are fled they know not where. 
This sort of woman is usually a janty slat-
tern; she hangs on her clothes, plays her 
head, varies her posture, and changes 
place incessantly, and all with an appear-
ance of striving'at the same time to hide 
herself, and yet give you to understand she 
is in humoai' to laugfi at you. You must 
have often seen the coachmen make signs 
with their fingers, as th ty drive by each 
other, to intimate how much tliey have got 
that day. They can carry on that language 
to give intelligence where they are driving. 
In an instant my coachman ti»k the wink 
to pursue; and the lady's driver gave the 
hint that he was going through l^ong-acre 
towardsSt. James's: while he whipped up 
James-street, we drove for K.ing-strect, to 
save the pass at St. Martin's-lanc. The 
coachman took care to meet, jostle, and 
threaten each other for way, and be entan-
gled at the end of Ncw'iwrt-street anil 
Long-acre. The fright, you must believe, 
brought down the lady's coach door, and 
o b l i ^ her, with her mask off, to inquire 
into the bustle,—when she sees the man 
she would avoid. T h e tacklc of the coach-
window is sfi bad she cannot draw it up 
again, and she drives on sometimes wholly 
discovered and sometimes lialf cscai>e(f, 
according to the accident of carriages in 
her way. One of these ladies keeps her 
seat in a hackney-coach, as well as the best 
rider does on a managed horse. The laccd 
shoe on her left foot, with a careless ges-
t<ire just appearing on the opposite cushion, 
held her both firm, and in proper attitude 
to receive thenext jolt. 

she was an excellent coach-wornan, 
manv were the glances at each other which 
we had fnr an hour and a half, in all p a t ^ 
of the town, by the skill of our drivers; tiU 
at la.*t niv lady was conveniently lost, with 
notice from her coachman to ours to make 
off, ami he should hear where she weiit. 
This chase was now at an end; and the 
fellow who drove her canne to us, and dis-
covered that he was ordered tocomcag^a 
in an Sicur, for that she was a hilk-worm. 
I was surprised with this phrase, but found 
it was a cant among the hackney fraternity 
for their best ciist<imers, women who ram-* 
ble twice or thrice a week from shop to 
shop, til turn over all the ĵ oods in town 
without buying any thing. T h e silk-wormJ 
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are, it seems, Wulged by the tradesmen, 
to though they never buy, thev are ever 
talkwK of new silks, laces and nbaniH and 
serve the owners in gemng them custorners 
as their commun Uunners do in making 

' ^ T h e day of people of fashion began now 
to break, and cans and hacks were min-
gled with equipages of show and vanity; 
l -hra I rest.lvc( to walk it, out of cheap-
ness; but my unhappy curiosity is such, 
S S I find it always my interest to Wke 
c S k ; for some odd adventure amonsbeg-
^ r ^ , ballad singers, or the 1 ke drtains 
S d hrows mc into expense. It happened 
^ immMiate ly ; for at the comer of W a r -
S s t r e e t , as I was listening to a new 
S ^ d a r a b ^ d rascal, a beggar who knew 
me ^ m e uF to me, and began to turn the 
S - i of the good company upon me, by teil-
f S hewas extremely poor, and should 

ta the street for want of dnnk, except 
J itr^m^iately would have the chanty to 
riiehim sixpence go into the next ale-house 
fnH « v e hisiife. He urged with a melan-
t^oW face that all his family had died of 
t h i i ^ AU the mob have humour, and two 
or S e e began to take the ;cs t ; by whxh 
M r Sturdy carried his point, and let me 
^ i a k off to a coach. As I drove along, it 
w ^ ^ p l e a s i n s reflection to the world 
^ prettily chwkered since I l e f t Richmond, 
l ^ ^ h c siene still filling w th children of a 
^ w hour. This satisfaction increased as 
I moved towards the city; and gay ^ 
vrell-disposcd streets, magnificent public 
« n . r t u r « and wealthy sliops. a d o m ^ 
wMi co^tent^d faccs, m ^ e the joy MJJ 
rising till we came into the centre of the 
Sty, and centre of the world of trade, the 
Exchange of London. As othei'men m the 
S^wds about me were pleased with their 
hopes and bargains, I found my accoimt m 
rfj^rvine them, in attention to their seve-
S l l ^ e r l s t s . I indeed, looked upon my-
Idf S ric>'est man that walked the E x -
c i t e that day; for my benevolence m ^ e 
me share the gains of every b ^ a m that 
was m t l e . I t was not the least of rny satis-
^ i S m y s u r ^ • e y , to go up s t a . r ^ ^ d 
p ^ s the s h o ^ of agreeable fema es; W o ^ 

was an anmsement i " , ^ 
lonecr have indulged myself, had not the 
dM? cveatures called to me. to ask what I 
i Z r k when I could not ^nswer only 
<Tn look at you.' Iwent to one ot tl\e 
windows wWcl opened to the area below, 
X r e al l the sevS^al voices lost their dis-

3 com" mil.1 of any but one 
^ a e T L .tudious; for 1 
with a kind of pun in thought, ' ^ a t n . ^ 
sense is all the hurrv ^ tlus world to W 
who are above it?' I n these, or not much 

wiser thoughts, I had liked to have lost my 
place at the chop-house, where ever}" m a ^ 
according to the natural bashfolness or 
t S e s l of our nation, eats in a public 
^ m a mess of broth, or chop of meat, 
^ " m b silence, as if they had no p K ^ c e 
o speak to each other on the Jo^ of 

mCT, except they were of each other's ac-

T w ' S i r ^ e r w a r d s to Robin's, and saw 
people who had dined with me at the five-
^ y ottlinary just before, give bJls for 
the value of large estates; and could not but 
b i i l x i with great pleasure, property lodged 
Tn, and tranSerrec. in a moment fwm, such 
as would never be masters of half as 
as is seemingly in them, and nven from 
S e m , every day thev live. But^eforefive 
in the afternoon 1 left the city, came to 
wmmon scene of Covent-gartien, and p ^ ^ 

^vprnn? at Will's, in attending the dis-r S aV\VilVs ^ ^ the dis-
c o u r s e of l^veral sets of people, who re-
l i v e d each other, within my hcanng, on 
ihe subjects of cards, dice, love, leammg, 
an^^Mtics. T h e last subject kept n.e till 
I heS^d the streets in the Posse^f f J^® 
bell-man, who had now the world to Inm-
self, and cried • Past two o'clock. This 
« I^Tme from my seat; and I to my 
lodeinES. led by a light, whom 1 put into 
h e ^ l c w r s e r f his private economy, and 
made Wm St-e me an account ot the c h ^ e , 
C a r d P ^ t , and loss <rf a family that de-
S S c d u^^ . link, with a design to end 
^^ t r iv i a l day with the generosity of six-
pence. instead of a third part of that sum. 
When I came to my chambers, I wn t down 
these minutes: but was at a loss what m-
struction I should propose to my reader 
from the enumeration of so manv msi^ ih-
oflnt matters and occurrences: and I thought 
^ f ^ « u s e , if they could leam with mc 
to k t ^ their minds open to gratificauon, 
and r ^ V to recave it from any thing it 

w t o . This one circumstance wdl 
m S e e v S - face you sec give you the sat.s-
fe^on r ^ i W t ike in biholding that of a 
S ; will make ever)- object a pleasmg 
one; will make aU the good wluch amves 
to any man, an increase of happiney^ to 
yourself. 

No. 455.] Tueiday, August 12,1712. 

—Fso a p s mai inio 
More moiloque. 1*1 UPC 

G r a t a c a r p e I t ' " P " l abOKi" 
P l u h m o m ^ .j Li; , ^ 57 

- M y t imorous m u s r " ' J - . . . . • ' . - ^ - j — 
y n a m W t i o i i s i i ac i s pur»uCB: 
Doe! w i l h w r - n k unba l l a s t w i n s " . 
Mwiit Ihf i n i w y brooks >iid s jn ines , 

L ike i lK lalMJrious Me. 

THE foUowiiig letters have iu them re-
flections which will seem of ' " 'P^ r t^ce 
both to the learned world and tu domesuc 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



life. T h e r e i? in the first, an a l l e ^ r y so 
well carried on, that it cannot but be very 
pleasing to those who have a taste of good 
writing; and the other billets may have 
tlieir use in common life. 

' M R . SPECTATOR,—AS 1 walked the 
other day in a fine garden, and observed 
the iji-eat variety of improvements in plants 
and flowers, beyond what they otherwise 
would have been, I was naturally led into 
a reflection upon the advantages of educa-
tion, or modem culture; how many gtxxi 
qualities in the mind are lost for want of 
the like due care in nursing and skilfully 
managing t h e m ; how m a i y virtues are 
choked by the multitude of" weeds which 
are suffered to grow among them; how ex-
cellent parts are often starved and useless, 
by being planted in a wrong soil; and how 
very seldom do the^e moi-al seeds produce 
the noble fruits which might be expected 
from them, by a neglect of proper manur-
ing, necessary pruning, and an artful ma-
nagement of our tender inclinations and first 
spring of life. These cijvious speculations 
made me at length conclude, that there is 
a sort of vegetable principle in the mind of 
every man when he comes into the world. 
In infants, the seeds lie buried and undis-
covered, till after a while they sprout forth 
ill a kind of rational leaves, which are 
words; and in due season the flowers begin 
to appear in a variety of beautiful colours, 
and all the gay pictures of vouthful fancy 
and imagination; at last the 'fruit knits and 
IS formed, which is green perhaps at first, 
sour and unpleasant to the taste, and not fit 
to be gatliered: till, ripened by due care 
and application, it discovers itself in all 
t he noble productions of philosophy, ma-
thematics, close reasoning, and handsome 
argumentation. These fruits, when they 
a rnve at Just maturity, and are of a g o ^ 
kmd, afford the most vigorous nourishment 
to the minds of men. I reflected farther 
on the intellectual leaves before mentioned, 
and fmmd almost as great a variety among 
them as in the vegetable world. I coulS 
e:isily observe the smooth shining Italian 
leaves, the nimble French aspen, alwavs in 
motion, the Greek and Latin ever-gre'ens 
the Spanish myrtle, the English cak, the 
hcotch thistle, the Irish shambrogue, the 
inc t ly German and Dutch holly, the Po-
ish and Russian nettle, besides a vast num-

ber of exotics imported from Asia, . \ fnca , 
and Anierica. I saw several barren plants^ 
which bore only leaves, without any hopes 
of flower or fruit. T h e leaves of some were 
fragrant and well-shaped, and others ili-
sceiited and irregular. 1 wondered at a set 
of old whimsical botanists, who spent their 
whole lives in the contemplation of some 
withered Egyptian, Coptic, Armenian, or 
Chinese leaves; while others made it their 
business to collect, in voluminous herbals, 
all the several leaves of some one tree. T h e 
flowers afford a most diverting entertain-

ment, in a wonderful rarietv of figures, 
colours, and scents; however, most of them 
withered soon, or at best are but annuals. 
Some professed florists make them their 
consUnt study and employment, and de-
spise all fruit; and now and then a few 
fanciful people spend all their time in the 
cultivation of a single tulip, or a carnation. 
But the most a ^ e a b l e amusement seems 
to be the well-choosing, mixing, and bind-
ing together these flowers in pleasing nose-
gays, to present to ladies. "The scent of 
JtJ^an flowers is observed, like their other 
perfumes, to be too strtaig, and to hurt the 
brain; that of the French with glaring gaudv 
colours, yet faint and languid; German and 
northern flowers have little or no smell, or 

I sometimes an unpleasant one. T h e ancients 
; had a secret to give a lasting beauty, co-
• lour, and .sweetness, to some of their choice 
flowers, which fiourish to this day, and 
which few of the modems can effect. 

1 These are becoming cnouEh and agreeable 
in their seasnns, and do often handsomelv 

j adorn an entertainment: but an over-fond-
j ness of them seems to be a disense. It 
' rarely happens, to find a plant vigorous 
enough to have (like an orange-tree,) at 

I once beautiful and shining leaves, fragi^nt 
flowers, and delicious, nourishing fruit. 
Sir, yours, &c.' 

•August 6, 1712 
•DEAR SPEC,—You have given us, in 

: your Spectator of Saturday last, a very ex-
• cellent discourse npnn the' force of custom 
j a^d its wonderful efficacv in making everv 
I thing pleasant to us. I cannot denv hut that 
j 1 received above two-pennvworth of in-
, stniction from your paper, and in the genc-
I ral was veiy well pleased with it; but I am 
: withtmt a compliment, sincerely troubled 
that I cannot exactly be of your opinion, 
that It makes every thing pleasing to us. 
In short, I have the honour to be yoked to 
a young lady, who is, in plain English, for 
her standing, a very eminent scold. She 
began to break her mind vcr>- freely, both 
to me and to her servants, abo«"it two months 
after our nuptials; and, though I have been 
accustomed to this humour of hers these 
three years, yet I do not know wha t ' s the 
matter with rae, but I am no more delighted 
with It than I was at the ven- first. I have 
advised with her relations about her , and 
they all tell me that her mother and her 
grandmother before her were both Uken 
much after the same manner; so that, since 
it runs in the blond, I have but small hopes 
of her recover)'. I should be glad to have 
a little of your advice in this matter. I 
•would not willingly trouble you to contrive 
how it may be a pleasure to me; if you will 
but put me in a w.iv that I mav bear it with 
indifference, I shall rest satisfied. 

' Dear Spec, your very humble servant 
' P. S. I roust do the poor girl the justice 

to let you know, that this match was none 
of her Own chousing) (or indGcU of ininc 
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either;) in c<)n^ille^atlon of wliich I avoid 
giving her the least provocation; and, in-
deed, we live better together thin usually 
follts do who hated one another when they 
•were first joined. To evade the sin against 
parents, or at least to extenuate it, nn" dear 
raiU at my father and mother, and I curse 
hers for niaking the matcli.' 

'AuRUst 8, 171% 
'MR. SPECTATOR,—I like the theme 

vou latelv gave out extremely, and should 
be as glad tn handle it as any man living: 
but 1 find myself no better qualified to write 
about money than about my wife; for, to 
tell you a secrct, which I desire mav go no 
farther, I am master of neither of those 
subjects. Yours, P ILL GARLICK. ' 

'MR. SPECTATOR,—I desire vou will 
print this in italic, so as it may be gene-
rally taken notice of. It is designed only to 
admonish all persons, who speak either at 
the bar, pulpit, or any public assembly 
whatsoever, how thev discover their igno-
rance in the use of similies. There are, in 
the pulpit itself, as well as in other placcs, 
siich gross abuses in this kind, that I give 
this warning to all I know. I shall bring 
them for the future before your spectatonal 
authority. On Sunday last, one, who shall 
be nameless, reproving several of his con-
gregation for standing at pravers, was 
pleased to sav, " O n e would think, like the 
elephant, yoii had no knees." Now I my-
self saw an elephant, in Bartholomew tair, 
kneel down to take on his back the in-
genious Mr. ^V•ilUam Penkethman. \ our 
most immble servant.' A • 

By the conrsp ha 
Anil thrown 

N a 455.] JVedneiday, August 13, 1712. 
De quol i lvUi in Ml t l i ^mmis 1«)« propoaunlur .bu ic 

ne perite quiiiem laciiecouMiilHir.—r«t!. 
The m»n coniinct li publicly a n . i g n e d , U not 

tuflsreii ev«ii to M undone quietly. 

OTWAT, in his tragedy of Venice Pre-
served, has described the misery of a man 
whose effects are in the hands of the iavr, 
with great spirit. The bitterness of being 
the scorn and laughter of base minds, the 
anguish of being insulted by men hardened 
beyond the sense of shame or pity, and the 
iniurv of a man's fortune bdng wasted, un-
der pretence of justice, are excellCTtU" ag-
gravated in the following speech of Pierre 
to Jaffier: 

' I m m M ihi«very monw-nt by thy J"";*-.,. 
A i f f f t w n a then, euord-d by a troop of v i l l a i n . : 
T l v si.i>« of i - i M f r iMttoymj. 
t K t toM me by tho i - t i lenr* of tl>e 

Lord in t .t o'er » piW orn.a«»y plaM. 
T u r a b W into K heap ' ' ' f , -
Thorc wa> «roih»r innkms villaiioiis je«ta 
M 7 h v V n , l o i « . Mehad t a>n l » = ^ ; " n 
Of ati ttiv aui-ifnl ni()^t domestic ornaoieiiT*. 
RicK tiaiifliiB' inu-tinit ' i l and wronBiit wi th gokl; 
• r t e very lyd, which on ihy neddine.riiglil 
Peceiv'd ilKo to tlie nrma of Hrlvidt-ra. 
Tbe scene of all Ui) Joye, w M vioii ted 

ids o f l l l t hyd i in t eon r l l U l n j , 
•ngi«t the coEJinon lumber.' 

Nothing indeed can be more unhappy 
than the condition of bankruptcv. The ca-
lamity which happens to us by ill-fortune, 
or by the injury of others, has in it some 
consolation; but what arises from our own 
misbehaviour, or error, is the state of the 
most exquisite sorrow, When a man con-
siders not only an ample fortune, but even 
the verv necessaries oFUfe, his pretence to 
food itself, at the mercy of his creditors, he 
cannot but look upon 'himself in the state 
of the dead, with his case thus much 
worse, that the last office is performed by 
his adversaries instead of his friends. From 
this hour the cniel worid does not only 
take possession of his whole fortune, but 
even of everv thing else which had no re-
lation to i t All his indifferent actions have 
new interpretations put upon them; aiid 
those whom he has favoured in his former 
life, discharge themselves of their obliga-
tions to him, bv joining in the reproaches 
of his enemies.' It is almost incredible that 
it should be so; but it is too often seen that 
there is a pride mixed with the impatience 
of the creditor; and there are who would 
rather recover their own by the downfal 
of a prosperous man, than W dischareed 
to the common satisfaction of themselves 
and their creditors. The wretched man, 
who was latelv master of abundance, is 
now under the iiirectini of others; and the 
wisdom, economy, good sense, and skill in 
human life before, by rea.son of his present 
n)isfi>rtune, are of no use to him in the dis-
position of any thing. The incapacity of 
an infant or a' lunatic is designed for his 
provision and accommodation; but that of 
a bankrupt, without anv mitigation m re-
spect of the accidenUby which it amved, 
is calculated for his utter rum, except 
there be a remainder ample enough, alter 
the discharge of his creditors, to bear also 
the expense of rewarding those by whose 
means the effect of all this labour was 
transferred from him. This man is to look 
on and see others giving direr.tions upon 
what terms and conditions his goods are to 
be purchased; and all this ubualiy done, 
not with an air of trustees to dispose of his 
effects, but destroyers to divide and tear 
them to pieces. . -

There is something sacred m misery to 
great and good minds; for this reason all 
wise lawgivers have been extremely ten-
der how tliev let loose even the man who 
has right on his side, to act with any mix-
ture of resentment against the defendant. 
Virtuous and modest men, though they be 
used with some artifice, and have it m 
their power to avenge themselves, are 
slow in the application of that jiower, and 
are ever constrained to go into rignrons 
measures. Thev are careful to demon-
strate themselves not only persons iniaved, 
but also that to bear it longer would be a 
means to make the offeniler injure others. 
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before they procccd. Such men clap their 
hands ujx)]) tlicir licart"!. ard consider what 
it is to ha re at their mercy the life of a 
citizen. Sucli woidd have it tt) say to their 
own souls, if ]H>ssible, th;it they were mer-
ciful •when they could have destroveil, 
rather than when it vvas in thuir power to 
have spared a rri;in, they destroy ed. "Hiis is 
a due to the common calamity of human life, 
tlue in some mrasure to our very enemies. 
They who scruple in doing the least injury 
are cautious of exacting the utmost justice. 

Let any one who is conversant in the va-
riety of human life reflect wpon it, and he 
will find the man who wants mercy has a! 
taste of no enjoyment of any kind. There i 
is a natural disrelish of every thing which i 
is good in his very natiire, and he is bom 
an enemy to the world. He is ever ex-
tremely partial to himself in all his actions, ' 
and has no sense of iniquity but from the • 
punishment which shall attend it. T h e 
law of the land is his gospel, and all his, 
cases of conscience are deterniined by his i 
attorney, Such men know not what it is i 
to gladden the heart of a miserable man; ' 
that riches are the instruments of scr\'in{; 
the purposes of heaven or hell, according 
to the disposition of the possessor. The 
wealthy can torment or gratify all who arc 
in their power, and choose to do one or 
other, as they are affected with iove cr 
hatred to mankind. As for such who are 
insensible nf the concerns of others, but 
merely as they affect themsehcs, these meH 
are to' be vafued only for their mortality, 
and as we hope better things from their 
heirs. I cowld not but read with great de-
light, a letter from an eminent citizen, who 
has failed, to one who was intimate with 
him in his better fortune, and able by his 
countenance to retrieve his lost condition. 

' SIR,—It is in rain to multiply words 
and make apolories for what is never to be 
defended bv the best advocate in the world, 
the guilt of being imfortunate. All that a 
man in my condition can do or say, will be 
received with jirejudice by the generality 
of mankiml, but I hope not with yon: you 
have been a great instrument in helping 
me to get what I have lost; and I know (for 
that reason, as well as kindnes-s to me) yo« 
cannot but be in pain to see me undone. 
T o show you I am not a man incapable of 
bearing cilamitv, I will, thcugh a poor 
man, lay aside the distinction between us, 
and talk with the frankness we did whcji 
we were nearer to an equality: as all I do 
will 1)6 received with prejudice, all you do 
will be looked upon with partiality. Wha t 
I desire of you is, that you, who are court-
ed by all, woultl smile u^Kin me, who am 
shunned by all. Let that grace luid favour 
which your fortune Ihi-ows vipnn y<H!, lie 
tuniecl to make up the coldness anil indif-
fcrcnre that is used towards me. All 
RiMid jiiid gencn.us men will liave au eye of 
jkindness for me for my own sake, and tlic 

rest of the world will rcganl mc for >-ours. 
There is a happy c(mtagi<in in riches, as 
well as a destructive one in poverty: the 
rich can make rich without pailing with 
any of their store; and the conversation of 
the poor makes men poor, thcugli they 
borrow nothing of them. How this is to l.e 
acccmnted for I know not; but men's tsti-
mation follows us according to the company 
we keep. If yon are what you were to me, 
you can go a great way towanis my reco-
very; if you arc not, my good fortune, if 
ever it returns, will return by slower ap-

, pronches. I am, sir, your afFectinnatc 
; fncnd, and humble ser%','int-' 

I This was answered bv a r^ondcscensinn 
that did not, by long impertinent profes-
sions of kindness, insult his distress, but 

I was as follows; 
' DKAR TOM,—I am ver>- glad to hear 

that vou have heart enough to begin the 
world a second time. I assure you, I do 
nM think your numerous family "at all di-
minished (in the gifts of nature", for which 
I have ever so much admired them,) bv 
what has so lately happened to vou. I shd l 
not only countenance your affairs with my 
appcarance for you, but shall accommci 
date you with a considerable sum at com-
mon interest for three vears. Vou know 
I could make more of it; but I have so 
great a love for you, that I can waive op-
portunitiesof gain to help vou; f o r l d o n o t 
care whether they say of me after I am 
dead, that I had a hundred or lifty thousand 
pounds more than I wanted when I was 
livmg, Yo«r obliged humble servant.' 

No. TTttiraday, AuguH U, 1712. 
MuUa ei p r s c l t r t lo inanl i s . 

H t r . S a t . lii. Lib. 2. 9. 
SMDiirg 10 promise aomeihing w o n J r w s i r c a i . 

I S E A I . L this day Uv before my readers 
a letter, written by the same hand with 
that of last Friday, which contained pro-
posals for a printed newspaper that sho»ild 
take in the whole circle oftlie penny-post 

'SIR,—The kind receptirn ynu gave my 
last Fiidiiy's letter, in which I hroachccl 
my project of a newspaper, encourages m a 
to lay before you two or three more; for, 
you must know, sir, that we look iii>on you. 
to be the Lowndes* of tlie leam«l world, 
and cannot think any scheme practicable 
or rational before you have apfiroved <ff it, 
though all the money we raise bv it is iu 
our own funds, and for our private use, 

' I have cften thought that a ucws-letter 
of whispers, written every anil sent 
about the kingdom, after the same manner 

that of Mr. Dyer, Mr. Dawkcs, or any 
other cpistdlarv liistoriaii, might bi- highly 
i^i^atifying tn the ))iiblic, as well as bene-

' S f e r r m r y a i t l m imic uf ibc Ueosury, t n i d i rwio i 
i»f iiiiMi. ^ " 
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ficial to the authoT. By whispi-rs, T mean 
those pieccs of news which are c<mmiiiii-
cated as secret', and whirh bring a di uble 
pleasure to the h e a n r : fii'st, as tlicy are 
private history; anil, in the next plane, as 
thev have nlwavs in them a dash nf scan-
da!.' Theiie arc tlie two chief qualifications 
in an article of new«, which recoinmcrd it 
in a mi^re than ordinaiT manner, to the 
ears of the curirus. Sirkness of persons in 
high pists, twiliflit visits paid and receiv-
ed by ministers of state, clamtestine rfiirt-
ships and marriages, wci'et amciu-?, Ic ŝscs 
at plav, applications fi>r places, -with their 
respective successt's and repulses, are the 
materials in which I chiefly intend to deal. 
I have two persons, that are each of them 
the representative of a spccies, who are to 
furnish me with those wliispers which I 
intend to convey to mv correspondents. 
T h e first nf these is Peter Ihish, descend-
ed from the ancient familv rf the Hushes. 
The other is the old ladv Blast, who has a 
vei7 Tiumerovis tribe of daughters in the 
two great cities nf London and Westmin-
ster. Peter Hush has a whispering-hnle 
in most of the t^eat ciiffee-houses abf.iit 
town. If you are alone with him in a wide 
room, he catries yon up into a comer of it, 
and speaks in vovir ear. I have seen Peter 
seat himself in'a company of seven r r eight 
iKTsms whom he never saw before in his 
life; and, after having looked ab< ut to see 
there was no one that overlieard him, has 
communicated to them ii> a low voice, and 
under the seal of sccresv, the- death of a 
PTeat roan in the rtnititiT, who was, per-
haps, a fox-hnnting the ver}" moment tliis 
acroiint was ^ven of him. !f upon \OIIT 
entering into a coffee-house ynn see a circle 
of heads bending over the table, and lying 
close to one another, it is ten to one hut my 
friend Peter is among tliein. I have krowh 
I'eter publishing the whisper of tlie day by 
eight o'clock in the morning at Garni-
way's, by twelve at Will's, and before two 
at the Smyrna. When Peter lias thus ef-
fectually launched a secret, I have been 
very well pleased to hear people whis-
pering it to one another at second-hand, 
and spreading it ab.-^it as their own; for 
yovi must know, sir, the great incentive to 
whispering is the ambition which every 
one has of being thought in the secret, and 
being looked uixm as a man who has ac-
cess to greater people than one would ima-
gine. After having given vou this account 
^ Peter Hush, I proceed "to that virtuous 
lady, the old lady Blast, who is to comitiu-
nirate to me the private transactions of the 
'•rimp-table, with all the arcana o{ the 
fair-sex. The lady Blast, vou must under-
stand, has such a particular malignity in 
her whisper, that it blights like an easterly 
wind, and withers everv reptitation that it 
t>realhesupon. Shehas aparticularknack 
at making private weddings, and last wia-
•ter married above five women of quality to 
their foottnen. Her whisper can make an 
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innocent young woman big with child, 
or fill a healthy young fellow with distem-
pers that are not to be named. She can 
turn a visit into an intrigue, and a distant 
mlute into an assignation. She can beggar 
the wealthy, and degrade the noble. In 
shmt, she can whisper men base cr foolish, 
jealous or ill-natuiw: or, if occasion re-
quires. can tell you the slips of their great 
grandmothers, and traduce the meinorv of 
honest coachmen, that have been in their 
graves above these hundred years. By 
these and the like helps, I question not but 
I sh;ill furnish out a very handsc.me news-
letter. If you approve my projcct, I shall 
begin to whisper by the very next post, 
;in<i quesfirn not but even' cne of my cus-
tomei-s will be \ ery well pleased with me, 
•when he considers that every piece of news 
I send him is a word in his ear, and lets 
him into a seci^t. 

' Having given y' U a sketch of this pro-
ject, I shall, in the next place, suggest to 
vou another for a monthly p:imphlet, which 
1 shall likewise submit to your spectatorial 
wi=dom, I need not tell vou. sir, that there 
are several authors in France, Germany, 
and Holland, as well as in our own coun-
try,* who publish every month what they 
Ciill An Accfunt of the \ \ 'o rks of the 
Lramed, in which they give us nn abstract 
of all such books as are printed in any part 
of Eurojie. Now, sir, it is my desim to 
imblish p\-ery month, Account of the 
Works of the I 'nleamed. Several late 
prodiicti'^^s of my own cruatrymen, who, 
many of them make a verv eminent figure 
in the illiterate world, enc-urage me in this 
undertaking. I mav, in this work, possibly 
make a review of' !.everal picces whicii 
have appeared in the foreign accounts above 
mentioned, though they ruEbt not to have 
been taken notice of in works which bear 
such atitle. I may likewise take into con-
sidej-atlon such pieces as appear, from time 
to time, under the names of those gentle-
men who compliment one another in public 
assemblies, by the title of " T h e Learned 
Gentlemen." Our party-authors will also 
afford me a great variety of subjects, not to 
mention the e<litors, commentators, and 
others, who are often men of no learning, 
or, what is as bad, of no knowledge. I shall 
not enlarge upon this hint; but if you think 
any thing can be made of it, I shall set 
abrut it with all the pains and application 
that so useful a work deserves. 1 am ever, 
most worthy sir, &c.' C. 
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I ootLD not but smile at the account that 
was yesterday given me of a modest young 
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Rcntkman, who, being in\ited to an enter-
tainment, though he was not used to drink, 
had not the confidence to refuse his glass in 
his turn, when on a sudden lie grew so flus-
t e r ^ , that he took all the talk nf the table 
into his own hands, abused every one of the 
company, and flung a bottle at the ^n t le -
man s head who treated him. This ha-i 
pven me occasion to reflect upon the ill 
tifects of a viciou-s modesty, and to remem-
ber tlte saying of Brutus, as it is quoted by 
Plutarch, t h a t ' the person has liad but an 
ill education, who has not been taught to 
deny any tiling.' This false kind of 
desty has, perhaps, betrayed both sexes 
into as many vices as the most abandoned 
impudence; and is the more inexcusable 
to reason, because it acts to ^ t i f y others 
rather than itself, and is punished with a 
kind of remorse, not only like other vicious 
habits when the crime is over, but even at 
the very time that it is committed. 

Nothing is more amiable than true mo-
destv, and nothing is more contemptible 
than the false. The one guards virtue, the 
other betrays it. True modesty is ashamed 
to do any thing that is repugnant to the rules 
of right reason; false modesty is ashamed 
to do any thing that is opposite to the hti-
niourofthe company. Trucmodesty avoids 
every thing that is criminal, false modesty 
everv thing that is unfashionible. The latter 
is only a general undetermined instinct; the 
former is that instinct, limited and circum-
scribed by the rules of prudence and re-
ligion. 

W e may conclude that modesty to be 
false and vicious which engages a man to 
do any thing that is ill or indiscreet, or 
which restrains him from dcing any thing 
that is of a contrary nature. How many 
men, in the common concerns of life, lend 
sanis of money which they are not able to 
spare, are Ixxind for persons whom they 
have but little friendship for, give recom-
mendatory characters of men whom they are 
not acquainted with, bestow places on those 
whom they do not esteem, live in such a 
manner as they themselves do not approve, 
and all this merely because they have not 
the confidence to resist solicitation, impor-
tunity, or example! 

Nor does this false modesty expose us 
only to such actions as are indiscreet, but 
very often to such as are highly criminal. 
When Xenophanes was called timorous, 
because he would not venture his monev in 
a game of dice: ' I confess,' said he, ' t ha t 
I am exceeding timorous, for I dare not do 
an ill thine.' On the contrary, a man of 
vicious modesty complies with every thing, 
and is only fearful of doing what may look 
singular in the company where he is en-
ga^^Ki. He falls in with the torrent, and 
lets himself go to every action or discourie, 
however unjustifiable in itself, so it be in 
vogue among the present party. This, 
though one of the most common, is one of 
the most ridiculous dispoations in human 

nature, that men should not be ashamed of 
speaking or acting in a dissolute or irra-
t ion i manner, but that one who is in their 
company should be ashamed of governing 
himself by the principles of reason and 
virtue. 

In the second place, we are to consider 
false modesty as it restrains a man from 
doing what is good and laudable. My rea-
der's own thoughts will suggest to him 
many instances and examples under this 
heacf. I shall onlv dwell upjm one reflec-
tion, which I camiot make without a secret 
concern. W e have in England a particu-
lar bashfulness in every thing that regards 
religion. A well-bred man is obliged to 
conceal any serious sentiment of this na-
ture, and very often to appear a greater 
libertine than he is, that he may keep him-
self in countenance among the men of mode. 
Our excess of modesty makes us shame-
faced in all the exercises of piety and devo-
tion. This humour prevails upon us daily; 
insomuch that, at many well-bred tables, 
the master of the house is so very modest a 
man, that he has not the confidence to say 
grace at his own table: a custom which is 
not only practisetl by all the nations about 
us, but was never omitted by the heathens 
themselves. English gentlemen, who travel 
into Roman-catholic countries, arenota l i t -
tle surprised to meet with people of the best 
quality kneeling in their churches, and en-
gageij in their private devotions, though it 
be not at the hours of public worship. An 
officer of the army, or a man of wit and 
pleasure, in those countries, would be afraid 
of passing not only for an irreligious, but an 
iil-hred roan, should he be seen to go to bed, 

:or sit down at table, without offering up 
his devotions on such occasions. The same 
show of religion appears in all the foreign 
reformed churches, and enters so much in 
their ordinarv conversation, that an Eng-
lishman is apt to term them hypocritical 
and precise. 

Tfcis little appcarance of a religious de-
portment in our nation, may proceed in 
some measure from that modesty which is 
natural to us; but the great occasion of it 
is certainly this. Those swarms of secta-
ries that overran the nation in the time of 
the great reWlion, carricd their hypocrisy 
so high, that they had converted our whole 
language into a jargon of enthusiasm: in-
somuch, that upon the restoration, nien 
thought they could not recede too far from 
the behaviour and practice of those per-
sons who had made religion a cloak to so 
many villanies. This led them into the 
other extreme; every appearance oi devo-
tion was looked upon as puritanical, and 
falling into the hands of the 'ndiculers ' 
who flourished in that r e i p . a i^ attacked 
every thing that was senous, it has ever 
since been out of countenance among us. 
By this means we are gradually fallen into 
that vicious modesty, which has in some 
meaaui'e worn out from among us tiie ap-
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pearance of Christianity in ordinarv ife 
and cnm-ersatic<i, anil which distinguishes 
ns f r o m all o u r ne ighbours . 

Hvpor.risy cannot indeed be too mucli 
detcMed, but at the same time it is t.. be 
-preferred to open impiety. They are both 
cnuallv destructive to the person who is 
TKUsessed with them; but, in regard to 
others, hTpncrisy is not so pernicious as 
1>are-faceil irreligion. The due mean to be 
obsei-ved is, • to be sincerely virtuous, and 
at the same time to let the world see we are 
sn ' I do not know a more dreadlul me-
nace in the holv writings, than that which 
is pronounced against those who have this 
perverted motlestv to be ashamed b d " " 
men in a particular of such unspeakable 
importance. 

Ko. 459.] Saturday, August 16, \7\1-
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Whate'ex befits the wise and good —Oc«c». 
RELIGION mav be considered under t-vo w n e r a l h e a d s . T h e f i r s t c o m p r e h e n d s w h a t 

we are to believe, the other what we are to 
practise. By those things which we are to 
believe. I mean whatever is revealed to us 
in the holv writings, and which we could 
not have obtained the knowleiire of by the 
light of nature; by the things wliich we are 
to practise, I mean all those duties to which 
we fire directed bv reason or natural reli-
gion. The first of these 1 shall distinguish 
% the name of faith, the sccond by that ot 
niorality. , . r 

If we look into the more senous part ot 
mankind, we find many who lay so great a 
stress upon f^ th , that they neglect mo-
rality; and many who build sn much upon 
morality, that ther do not pay a dne rerard 
to faith." T h e perfect man should be detec-
tive in neither of these particulars, as will 
be very evident to those who consider the 
benefits which arise from each of them, and 
which I shall make the subject of this day s 
paper. , ,. - . r 

Notwithstanding this general division of 
Christian duty into morsdity and faith, and 
that they have both their pccuHar excel-
lencies, the first has the pre-eminence in 
several respects. 

First, Because the greatest part ot mtv 
rality (as I have stated the notion of it,) is 
of a fixed eternal nature, and will endure 
when fjuth shall fail, and be lost in convic-
tion. 

Secondly, Because a person mav be qua-
lified to do greater good to mankind, and 
become more beneficial to the world, bv 
morality without faith, than by faith with-
out morality. 

T h i r d l y , ' B e c a u s e mora l i t y g i v e s a ^ e a t e r 
perfection to human nature, byquietingthe 
mind, moderating the passions, and advanc-
ing the happiness of every man mhisprivate 
capacity. 

Fourthly, Because the rule of morality 
is much more certain than that of faith, all 
the civilized nations of the worid agreeing 
in the gix-at points of morality, as much as 
thev differ in those of f^ th . 

Fifthly, Becausc infidelity is not ot so ma-
litmant a nature as immorality; or, to put 
tlie same reason in another light, because 
it is generally owned, there may be salva-
tion for a virtuous infidel, (particularly in 
the case of invincible ignorance,) but none 
for a vicious believer. 

Sixtlilv, Because faith seems to draw its 
principal, ifnot allits excelkncy, from the 
influence it has upon morality; as we shall 
see more at large, if we consider wherein 
consists the excellency of faith, or the be-
lief of revealed religion; and this I think is. 

First, In explaining, ami carrying to 
greater height, several points of morality. 

Secondly, In furnish ing new and stronger 
motives to enforce the practice of morality. 

Thirdly, In giving us more amiable ideas 
(if the Supreme Being, more endearing n(> 
tions of one another, and a tnier state ot 
ourselves, both in regard to the grandeur 
and vileness of our natures. , , , 

Fourthly, Bv showing us the blackncss 
and deformity "of vice, which in the Lhr i^ 
tian system is sn ver\' great, that he who is 
possessed of all perfection, and the sove-
reign judge of it, is reprcsimted by several 
of our divines as hating sin to the same de-
gree that he loves the sacl^d. person who 
was made the propitiation of it. 

Fifthly. In being the ordinary and pre-
scribed method of making morality effectual 
to salvation. 

I have onlv touched on these several 
heads, which "every- one -who is conversant 
in discourses of this nature will eanlv en-
large upon in his own thoughts, and draw 
conclusions from them which may be usetul 
to him in the conduct of his life. One.I am 
sure is so obvio»is tliat he cannot miss it, 
namelv, that a man cannot be perfect in his 
s c h e m e o f m o r a l i t y , w h o d o e s n o t s t r e n g t h e n 
and support it with that of the Chnstian 

^^Besides this, I shalllav down two or three 
other maxims, which 1 think we may de-
duce from-what has been said. 

First Tha t we should be particularly 
cautious of making any thing an articlc of 
faith which does not contribute to the con-
firmation or improvement of rnorality. 

Sccondlv, Tha t no article of faith can be 
true and autlientic, which weakens or sub-
verts the practical part of religion, or what 
I have hitherto called morality. 

Thirdly, Tha t the greatest Friend of mo 
ralitv and natural religion cannot possibly 
apprehend any danger from embracing 
Christianity, as it is preserved pure and 
uncornipt in the doctrines of our national 
church.* . . . , 

There is likewise another maxim which 
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I think may be drawn from the forffoiri; 
considerations, which is this, that we should, 
in all dubions points, consider any ill con-
sequences that mav arise frr^m them, sup-
posing they stiould be erroneous, before we 
?rive up our assent to th';m. 

Fit- eximple, In that disputable point of 
persecuting men for conscience sate, be-
sides the einbitteriiiR their minds with 
hatrtd, indication, and all the vehcmcnce 
nf resentment, and ensnaring them to pro-
fs'ss what they do net believe, we cut them 
off from tlie pleasures and advantages of 
w i e t y , afflict their bodies, distress their 
fortunes, huit their reputations, ruin their 
families, make their lives piinfu!, or put 
an end to them. Sure when I see such 
dreariful consequences riang from a princi-
ple, I would be as fully convinced of the 
tjTith of it, as of a mathematical demorstra-
tion, before I would venture to act upon it, 
or make it a part cf my religion. 
^ In this case the injurv done our neighbour 
IS plain -nd evident; the principle that puts 
usupnhdoinKit, of adubioiisand disputable 
nature, Morality seems bighlv violated b r 
the one; and whether or no a zeal for what 
a man thinks the true svstem of faith may 
justify it, is very Uncertain. I cannot but 
think, if our relirion produces charity as 
well as zeal, it will not be for showing itself 
by such cniel instances. But to cnnchide 
with the words of an excellent author, ' VV"c 
have just enough of religion to make us 
hate, but not enough to make us love one 
another.' 

No, 460. ] Monday, Augunt 18, 1712. 
IlecipimurBpetieretli— Htt. .In Port. r. 25-
tleludcd a a w m i n g e iMlIcnce.—a»c«i«n»». 

OUR defects and follies are ton often un-
known to us; nay, they are so far from being 
known to us, that theV pass for demonstra-
tions of our worth. This makes us easy in 
the midst of them, fond to show them, fond 
lo improve them, and to be esteemed for 
them. Then it is that a thousand unac-
countable conceits, gay inventions, and ex-
travas^nt actions, must afford us plea-sures. 
and display us to others in the colours which 
we ourselves take a fancy to glory in. In-
deed there is something so amusing for the 
titne in this state of vanitv and ill-grouixled 
satisfaction, that even the wiser world has 
chosen an exalted word to describe its en-
chantments and called it, • The Paradise 
of FoolS;' 

Perbat>s the Utter part of this reflection 
may seem a false thought to some, and bear 
anothet turn than what I have gi\-en; but it 
is at present none of my business tn look 
after it, who am going to confess that I have 
been lately amongst them in a vlsiun. 

Methpught I was transported to a hill, 
pi^en, floweryj and of an easv ascetit. 
Upon the b r o ^ top ot it resided sqiibt-eyed 
Er rw, and Popular Opbion inth many 

heads; two that dwelt in iforcer>-, and were 
famous for bewitching people with the love 
of themseh es. To these repaired a multi-
tude from even- side, by two ttifferent paths 
which lead towards each of them. Some 
who had the most assuming air went directly 
of themselves to Krror, without expecting 
a conductor; others of a softer nature went 
first to Popular Opinion, from wherce, as 

i she influenced and engaged them with their 
own praises, she delivered them over to his 
government. 

When we had ascended to an open patt 
of the summit where Opinion abode, we 
found her entertaining several who had ar-
rived before us. Her voice was pleasing; 
she breathed odours as she spoke. She 
seemed to have a tongue for every one; 
every one thought he heard of something 
that was valuable inhimself, and expccteda 
paradise which she promised as the reward 
of his merit. Thus were we drawn to fol-
low her, till she should bring us where it 
was to be bestowed; and it was obscr\'able 
that, all the way we went, the company 
was either praising themselves in their 
qualifications, or one another for those 
qualifications which thev took to be con-
spicuous in their own character , or dis-
praising others for wanting theirs, or vying 
in the <legrees of them. 

. \ t last we approached a bower, at the 
cntr;uic« of wliicii Error was seated. Tlie 
trees were thick woven, and the place 
where he sat artfully contrived to darken 
him a 1 iMle. He w.as disguised in a whitish 
robe, which he had put on, that he might 
appear to us with a nearer resemblance to 
Truth : and a.s she has a light whereby she 
manifests the beauties of nature to the eyes 
of her adorers, so he had provided himself 
with a magical wand, that he might do 
something in imitation of it, and please with 
delusions. This he lifted solemnly, and, 
muttering to himself, bid the glories" which 
he kept under enchantment to appear be-
fore us. Immediately we cast our eyes on 
that p a n of the skv to which he pointed, 
and observed a thiri blue prospect, which 
Cleared as mountains in a summer morning 
when the mist goes off, and the palace 
Vanity appeared to sight. 

The foundation seemed hardly a founda-
tion, but a set of curling clcuds, which it 
stood upon by magical cnntrivancc. T h e 
way by which we ascended was painted 
like a rainbow; and as we went, the breeze 
that played about us bewitched the senses. 
The walls were gilded all for show; the 
lowest set of pillars were of the slight fine 
Corinthian order, and the top ot the build-
ing being rounded, bore so far the resem-
blance of a bubble. 

At the gate the travellers neither met 
with a porter, nor waited till one bhould 
appear; every one thought his merits a suf-
ficient passport, and pressed forward. In 
the hall we met with several phantoms, 
that roved amongst us, and ranged the 
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compftny according to their sentiments. 
There was decreasing Honour, tiiat had 
notliing to siiow but an old coat of his an-
cestor's achievements. There was Ostenta-
tion, tliat made himself liis own constant 
subject; and Gallantry strutting upon his 
tiptoes. At the upper end of ti\c hall stood 
a throiie, whose canopy glittered with all 
the riches that gayety could contrive to 
lavish on it; and between the gilded arms 
sat Vanity, decked in the peacock s fea-
thers, and acknowledged for another Venus 
by her votaries. The boy who stood beside 
her for a Cupid, and who made the world 
to bow before her, was called Self-Conceit. 
His eyes had every now and then a cast 
inwards, to the ncgiect of aU objects about 
him; and the arms which he made UK ol 
for conquest, were borrowed fmtn those 
against whom he had a design. T h e a ^ n w 
which he shot at the soldier, was fledged 
from his own plume of feathers; the dart 
he directed against the man of wit, was 
winge<l from the quills he wnt with; and 
that which he sent agjunst those who pre-
sumed upon their riches, was headed with 
gold out of their treasuries. He made nets 
for statesmen from their own contrivances; 
he took fire from the eyes of the ladies, 
with which he melted their hearts; and 
lightning from the tongues of the eloquent, 
to infianve them with their own glones. .^t 
the foot of the throne sat three false Graces; 
Flatter)- with a shell of punt . Affectation 
with a mirror to practise at, and t ashion 
ever changing the posture of her clothes. 
These applied themselves to secure the 
conquests which Self-Conceit had gotten, 
« ,d had cach of them their narticular 
pdities. Flattery gave new colours and 
complexicms to all things; Affectauon new 
ftiis and appearances, which, as she said, 
were not vulgar; and Fashion both con-
cealed some home defects, and added some 
foreign external beauties. 

As I was reflecting upon what I saw, 1 
heard a voice in the crowd bemoaning the 
condition of mankind, which is thusmwaged 
by the breath of Opinion, deluded by Error, 
fired by Self-Conceit, and given up to be 
trained in all the courses of \ anity, tUl 
Scorn or Poverty come upon us. These ex-

fressions were no sooner handed about, but 
immediately saw a general disorder, till 

at last there was a parting in one place, and 
a grave old man, d ^ e n t and resolute, was 
le3 forward to be punished for the words he 
had uttered. He appeared inclined to have 
spoken in his own defence, but I could not 
oWrve that any one was willing to hear 
him Vanity cast a scornful smile at him; 
Self-Conceit was angry; Flattery, who 
knew him for Plain-Dealing, put on a 
vizard, and turned away; Affectation tossed 
her fan, made mouths, ana calledliim Envy 
or Slander: suid Fashiwi would have it j that 
at least he must be Ill-manners. Thus 
slighted and despised by all, he was dnven 
out for abusing petiple of ment and hgure; 

and I heard it firmlv resolved, that he 
should be used no better wherever they 
met with him hereafter. 

I had already seen the meaning ot most 
nart of that waining which he had given, 
and was considering how the latter words 
should be fulfilled, when a mighty noise 
wa-s heard without, and the door was b l a c ^ 
f ned by anumerous train of harpies crowd-
ing in upon us. Folly and BroTcen-Credit 
wire seen in the house before they entered. 
Trouble, Shame, Infamy, Scorn, and f o-
vertv, brought up the rear. \ amty, with 
her Cupid and Graces, disappeared; her 
subiects ran into holes and comers; bitt 
manv of them were found and carried ott 
fas I was told by one who stood near me) 
either to prisons or cellars, solitude, or little 
companv, the mean arts or the %nler crafts 
iif life. "'But these,' added he, with a dis-
dainful air, •• are such who would fondly live 
here, when their merits neither matchr t 
the lustre of the place, nor their nches its 
expenses. W e have seen such scenes as 
these before now; the glory you saw wil al 
return when the hurry is over. I thanked 
him for his information; and belieMng hirn 
so incorrigible as that he would st^" till it 
was his turn to be taken, I made off to the 
door, and overtook some fews who. though 
they would not hearken to Plam-Dealmg, , 
were now terrified to good purpose by the 
example of others. But when they had 
t o u c h k the threshold, it was a strange 
shock to them to find that the delusir.n cf 
Error was gone, and they plainly disc_cme A 
tlie bmlding to hang a little up in the air 
without anv real foundation. At first we 
saw nothing but a desperate leap remained 
for us, and I a thousand times hiamecl my 
unmeaning curiosity that had brrught mo 
into so much danger. But as they began to 
sink lower in their own minds, rethought 
the palace sunk along with us, till they 
were'^ arrived at the due print of es eem 
which tiiev ought to have W thcm^ives, 
then tlie part of the building in which they 
stood touched the earth, and we depai^ng 
out, it retired from cur eyes. N ow, whether 
theV who stayed in the palace were sensible 
of this descent, I cannot tell: it was then 
mv opinion that they were not. However 
i t ' b e f m v dream broke up at \t, and has 
pven me occaaon all my life to reBect upon 
the fatal consequences of following the sug-
gestions of Vanity. 

' MR. SPECTATOR,—I wri te to you to de-
a re that vou would ag^n touch upon a cei-
t ^ n enorinitv, which is chiefly in use among 
the politer and better-bred part of mankind; 
I mean the ceremonies, bows, couitcsie^s 
whimperings, smiles, winks, nods, with 
other familiar arts of salutation, which take 
UP in our churches so much time that might 
be better employed, and which seem so 
utterly inconsistent with the duty and true 
intent of our entering into those religious 
assemblies. T h e resemblance wluch this 
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bears to nur indeed proper behavifmr in 
theatres, may be some instance of its in-
congruity in the above-mentioned places. 
In Roman-catholic churches and cnaptls 
abroad, I myself have observed, more than 
once, persons of the first quality, of the 
nearest relation, and intimatest acqu^nt-
ance, passing by one another unknowing as 
tt were, and unknown, and with so Intle 
notice of each other, that it looked like 
having their minds more suitably and more 
solemnly engaged; at least it was an ac-
knowledgment that they ought to have been 
s a I have been told the same even of 
Mahometans, With relation to the propriety 
of their demeanour in the conventions of 
their erroneous worship; and I cannot but 
think either of them sufficient laudable 
patterns for our imitation in this particular. 

' I cannot help, upon this occasion, re-
marking on the excellent memories of 
those devotionists, who upon returning from 
church shall give a particular account how 
two or three hundred people were dressed: 
athing, by reason of its variety, so difficult 
to be digested and fixed in tfie head, that 
it is a miracle to me how two poor hours 
of divine servicc can be time sufficient for 
so elaborate an undertaking, the duty rf 
the place too being jointly, and no doubt 
oft pathetical])[, pmormed along with it. 
Where it is s^d in sacred writ, that " t he 
woman ought to have a covering on her 
head because of the angels," the fast word 
is by some thought to be metaphorically 
used, and to signify young men. Allowing 
this interpretation to be right, the text 
may not appear to be wholly foreign to our 
present purpose. 

' W h e n you are in a disposition proper 
for writing on such a subject, I earnestly 
recommend this to you; and am, sir, vour 
humble servant.' T . 
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But I discern Iheir fliU'ry ( r o n thei r praise. 
Dr^in, 

FOR want of time to substitute something 
else in the room of them, I am at present 
obliged to publish compliments above mv 
desert in the following letters. It is no 
small satisfaction to have given occasion to 
ingenious men to employ their thoughts 
u r m sacred subjects from the approbation 
of such pieces of poetry as they have seen 
in my baturday's papers. I shall never 
publish verse on that day but what is writ-
ten by the same hand:* yet I shall not ac-
company those writings with eulogiums, 
but leave them to speak for themselves. 

F<>r the Cfiectator. 
• MB. SPECTATOR,—YOU very much pro-

mote the interests of virtue, while you 

* AJd;dOn. 

reform the taste of a profane age; and per-
suade us to be entertained "with divine 
poems, whilst we are distinguished by so 
many thousand humours, and split into so 
many different sects and parties; yet per-
sons of every party, sect, and humour, are 
fond of conforming their taste to yours. 
You can transfuse your own relish of a 
poem into all your readers, according to 
their capacity to receive; and when you 
recommend the pious passion that reigns 
in the verse, we seem to feel the devotion, 
and grow proud and pleased inwardly, that 
we have souls capable of relishing what the 
Spectator approves. 

• Upon reading the hymns that you have 
published in some late papers, I had a mind 
to try yesterday whe the r ! could write one. 
The cxivth psalm appears to me an ad-
mirable ode, and I began to turn it into our 
language. As I was describing the journev 
of Israel from Egypt, and added the Divine 
Presence amon^t them, I perceived a 
beauty in this psalm which w.is entirely 
new to me, and which I was going to lose; 
and that is that the poet utterly conceals 
the presence of God in the beginning of it, 
and rather lets a possessive pronoun go 
without a subsUntive, than he will so much 
as mention any thing of divinitv there. 
" Judah was his sanctuan', and fsrael his 
dominion or kingdom." T h e reason now 
seems evident, and this conduct necessary: 
for, if God had appeared before, there 
could be no wonder why the rtountains 
should leap and the sea retire; therrfore, 
that this convulsion of nature may be 
brought in with due surprise, his name is 
not mentioned till afterward; and then, 
with a very agreeable turn of thought, God 
is introduced at once in all his majesty. 
This is what 1 have attempted to imitate 
m a translation without paraphrase, and to 
preserve what I could of the spirit of the 
sacred author. 

' If the following essay be not too incorri-
gible, bestow upon it a few brightenings 
from your genius, that I may learn how to 
write better, or to write no more. Your 
daily admirer and humble servant,* &c.' 

P S A L M cxrv. 
I. 

" Wlwn Israel, freed f rom PharJ*oh'a Iiand. 
tbp proud l y r an i and his lAnd, 

T h e tribes w i th cheerfiil homage o w n 
Tbe i r king, and J u d a h wa» h i s ihrnne . 

11-
" Across the derp iheir joiirni»7 lav, 
Tlie deep divider [o make iii^m w a y ; 
T h e s t r fa ins of Jo rdan *aw, ant) fledf 
W i t h ba rkwa td c u r r o i l io thei r heart. 

I I I . 
" T h e mnilnt«iii» jhnok l ik<'fr ighted sheep, 
L ikf lambs the l i n k hil]ock»t l eap ; 
Not Sinai on her b a v cniild s t a n d . 
Conscious u f sov ' r e ign power a t hand . 

IV. 
" W i t a t power cotild make the d»'ep divide ? 
Make i n r d a n backward roll his ? 

• Dr. loaac W a l l s , 
t Jo rdan belield ti jeir march, and fled 

Wi l l i b a e k w a r j current to his head.—WaUt'a Ps. 
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W h y (lid ye Wnp. ye m t t e W'l? ' 
ANIT whencc Ihe f r i f h l tha i Sin mai ftels' 

V. 
l / . t every moiintain, every I n t ^ ' . 

R,. lire, a 11.1 k n o w t h ' a p p r n a c l i m K t ' M i 
The K m s nf ITMI- ""m M™ • 
Tremble, iliou c s t th . adore and tear. 

VI. 
•• He i M m d e r s - a n ^ all na ture mnurns ; 
TU» rock 1" i lanrl ins pnolo lie lurnB, 
Fliiils sprint w i ' " fi'un""'" V Ij's ^ ' O , 
\n( l flics and «eai confess Iti^ii Lor"-

' M R . SPECTATOH,—Tlicre a re those 
who take the advantage of your puttm? ^ 
halfpenny value upon yourself, above the 
rest of our daily writers, to defame you m 
public conversation, and smve to make you 
unpopular upon the account of this said 
halfpenny. But, if I were y^u, I would in-
sist upon" that small a c k n o w l e d g e d for 
the superior merit of yours, as being a work 
of invention. Give me leave, therefore, to 
do you justice, and say m vp.ir bel alf 
what vm. cannot yourself, which is, that 
vour Writings have made learning? a more 
necessary part of good-breeding than it was 
before vnu appeared; that modesty is b ^ 
come frishionable, and impudence stands in 
need of some wit, since you have pa t them 
both in their proper lights. Profaneness, 
lewdness, and debauchery, are not now 
tiualifications; and a man may be a very 
fine gentleman, though he is neither a 
keeper nor an infidel. 

' would have vou tell the town the story 
of the Sibyls, if they deny giving you two 
l ince. Let them know, that those sacred 
Uners were valued at the same rate after 
two thirds of them were dest^ved, as when 
there was the whole set. There are so 
many of xis who will give you your own 
price that vou may acquaint vour non-con-
fnrmist readers, that they shall not have it, 
except they come in within such a day, 
under three pence. I do not know but you 
mieht bring m the Date Obolum Bclisario 
with a go(a grace. The witlmgs come 
in clusters to two or three coffee-houses 
which have left you off; and I hope you 
will make us, who fine to your wit, merry 
with their charaf.ters who stand out against 
it. I am your most humble servant. 

' P S. I have lately got tlie ingenious 
authors of blacking for shos^. powder tor 
colouring the hair, pomatum for the hands, 
cosmetic for the face, to be your constant 
customers; so that your advertisements wiU 
as much adorn the outward man, as w u r 
paper does the inward.' i • 

certain carelessness, that constanUy at 
tends all his actions, cames him on with 
greater success than diligence and assiduity 
does others who have no share in this en-
dowment. Dacinthus breaks his word upon 
all occasions, both trivial and important; 
and, when he is sufficiently railed at for 
that abominable quality, they who talk of 
him end with, 'A f t e r all, he a very 
pleasant fellow.' Dadnthus is an ill-natur-
ed husband, and yet the very women end 
their freedom of discourse upon this sub-
ject, ' But, after all, he is very pleasant 
company." Dacinthus is neither, in point 
of honour, civilitv, good-breedmg, or good-
nature, unexceptionable; and yet all is an-
swered, ' For he is a very pleasant ieUow. 
When this quality is conspicuous in a man 
who his, toaccximpany it, manly and vir-
tuous sentiments, there cannot certainly be 
any thing which can give so pleasing a 
gratification as the gavcty of such a person; 
but when it is alone, and serves only to gild 
a crowd of ill qualities, there is no man so 
much to be av(aded as your pleasant fellow. 
A ven- pleasant fellow shall turn your good 
name to ajest , make your character con-
temptible, debauch your wife or daughter, 
and yethe received by the rest of the world 
with welcome wherever he appears. It is 
very ordinary with thos= of this character 
to l>e attentive only to their own satistac-
tions, and have very little bowels for the 
concerns or sorrows of other men; nay, 
they are capable of purchasing their own 
pleasures at the expense of giving pain 
to others. But thev who do not consider 
this sort of men thus carefully, are 
astibly exposed to their insinuations. T h e 
author of the following letter carries the 
matter so high, as to intimate that thehbei-
ties of England have been at the mercy <rt 
a prince, merely as he was of this pleasant 
character. 
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Nolhins >0 grateful as i pleasant tViend. 

P F O P L E are not aware of the very great 
force which pleasantry in compunv has 
upon all those with whom a man oi that 
talent converses. His faults are generally 
overlooked by all his acquaintance; and a 

• M R . S P E C T A T O R , — T h e r e i s n o o n e 
passion which all mankind so naturally 
give into as pride, or anv other passion 
which appears in such different disguises: 
it is to be found in all habits and com-
plexions. It is not a question, whether it 
does more harm or good in the worid; and 
if there be not such a thing as what we may 
call a virtuous and laudable pride? 

' It is this passion alone, when misap-
)lied, that lays us so open to flatterers; and 
le who can agreeably condesccnd to soothe 

our humour or temper, finds always an 
open avenue to our soul; especially if the 
flatterer happen to be our superior. 

' One might give manv instances of this 
in a late English monarch, under the title 
of " T h e gaycties of king Charles l i . 
This prince was by nature extremely fa-
miliar, of very easv access, and much de-
lighted to see and be seen; and this happy 
temper, which in the highest degree gra-
tified his people's vanity, did him more 
service with his loving subjects than all 
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his other virtues, though it must be ccn-
fessed he had many. He delighted, though 
a mighty kinff, to give and take a jest, as 
they say: find a prince rf this fortunate dis-
pc^tinii, who were iiicline<l to make an ill 
use of his powpr, mav have any thiiitr of 
his people, be it HCVIT SO much to their 
prejudice. But this good king made gene-
rally a very inn'x:ent use, as to the public 
of this ensnaring temper; for, it is well 
known he pursu^ pleasure more than am-
bition. He seemed to glc.n- in being the 
•first man at cock.matches, Iinrse-races, 
halls, and plays; he appeared highlv de-
lighted on those occasions, and never failed 
to wiirni and gladden the heart of everv 
spectator. He more than oncc dined witii 
his good citizens of London on their lord-
tnayor's day, and did so the year that Sir 
Robert Viner was mayor. Sir Robert was 
a very loyal man, and, if vou will allow the 
expression, veiv fnnd of his sovereign; but, 
•wliat with the j'or he felt at heart ' for the 
honour done him by his prince, and through ; 
the warmth lie was in with continual toast-' 
mc he.ilthstoihe roval family, his lordship 
Src%y a little fouil of his majestv, and en-
tered into a familianty n^t altogether so 
graceful in so pviblic a place. T h e king 
imderstivxi ver^' sTell how to extricate him-
self in all kinds of difficulties, and, with a 
hint to the cfmpany to avoid ceremonv, 
stole off and wnde towards his coacfi, 
which stood reaily for him in Gnildhall-
yiird Put tlie miVor iiked his company so 
well, and was grown so intimate, that he 
piir:netl him hastilv, and c.nlchinghim fast 
by the liand, criei cut with a vehement 
oath an'l accent, " Sir, v u s!\;dl stay and 
take t'other bottle." The aii-v monarc.h 
iorked kindlyat him overhis shoulder, and 
with a smile and graceful air (for I SAW him 
at the time, and do now) repeated this line 
of the old s.^ng: 

" He lhai iailrunk ia as gr/̂ ai m & king 
and immediately turned back and complied 
witli his landlord. 

' I give you this st--.r>', Mr. Spectator, 
because, as I said, I saw the passage; and 
1 assure you it is \ erv true, anil yet no com-
mon rne; and when 1 tell vcu the sequel, 
von will say I have a better reason f. r i t 
Thisvcr.-rtiiyor.afterwartlserecteilast'itue 
of his mir rv monirch in Stocks-imrkct,* 

and did the crown many and great services; 
and it was owing tothis humour of the king 
that his family had so great a fortune s t o 
up in the exchequer of their pleasant 
sovcreigri. T h e many good-natured conde-
scensions of this prince are vulgarly known; 
and it is excellently said of hiiT* by a great 
handf which wi-it his character, " That he 
was not a king a quarter of an hour toge-
ther in his whole reign." He would re-
ceive visits even from wols and half mad-
men, and at times I have met with peojde 
who have boxed, fought at back-sword, 
and taken poison before king Charles H. 
In a word, he was so pleasant a man, that 
no one could be sorrowful under his govcm-
msnt- This made him capable of baffling, 
with the greatest ease imaginable, all sue-
gesticns of Jealousy; and the people could 
not entertain noticms of any thing terrible 
in him, whom they saw everj' way agree-
able. This scrap of the familiar part of 
that prince's history I thought fit to send 
you, in compliance to the request vou lately 
made to your correspondents, t am, sir, 
your most humble sen ant. ' 

T . 
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yani; «ad in 17T5 it was teiiowud. by it*-

n siai i" 
ost Inval su 
TltPlvtii^lnr 
nf John Rfî ir 
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I WAS lately entertaining myself with 
comparing He mer's balance, in ^vhich Jii-> 
piter is represented as weighing the fates 
rf Hector and Achilles, with a [lassage of 
Virgil, wherein that deity is introduced as 
weighing the fates of Tumus and .Biieas. 
I then cfin.sidered hi^w the same way of 
thinking prevailed in the c a s t c i T i paiis of 
the world, as in those ooble passages of 
Scripture, wherein we are f id, that the 
great kins of B'hylon, the dav before his 
death, h id been ' weiglieil in the balance, 
and been fouad wanting.' Tn other places 
of the holy writings, the Almifrhty is de-
scribed 35 wci:^hingthe mountains in scales, 
making the weight for the wind?, knowing 
the baiaiicings cif the clouds; and in others, 
as weighing the actions of men, and laying 
their calamities together in a balance. 

common-cniihcil. on Fnherl Vin' 
ill" race iii»ci>iintrv-»pat.— 

t Shi'ffielil d.ike iifBiirklnirli»ni. 
rr^mi'dltilinn, Chartes JI. could 
ktof for a rjontcnt. 

. remrrved 
«»r< Ln/m,n. 3f.8. 
» "̂ irl. Hint on a 
io[ Kt ihi> pati of 4 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



Milton, as I have observed in a former pa-
w r , had an eye to several of these forego 
mg instances m tliat beautiful description, 
wherein h e represents t he archangel anil 
the evil spirit as addressing themselves for 
the combat, hut parted by the balance 
vh ich appeared in the heavens, and weigh-
ed the consequcnces of such a battle. 

' T h ' E lpmal to pipvent such b o r n d f r a y , 
Hun« forth i n b e a r ' n his go!''®'" swlcs-yet seen 
Beiwi i t Asirea and tlie Scorpion c i s n : 
W i e r e i n all Ih inss t rea ted nr«t he iveijh d. 
T h e uendiilous round earlb, w i t h kalanc'd s i r , 
in ei>uiitori>oi«. now ponden a l l even i i , 
B»nl»a and r ea lmj ; in these ho put t w o wc ighu , 
Tbn sequel each o f p a r i i i i | a n l of li«ht, 
T h e l a i t o r [|uicKutreew and kick'd tht beam; 
WhirJ tGabr ie l epyiiiB. thus bespake the Send : 
" S a l s n . l know thy s t r en f th . and thou know at mine, 
Neither our own, but RiT'n. W h a t folly Ihi-n 
T o b o a n wha t arms can do. since thine nornore 
T h a n beav'ii ( l e tmiu ; nor mine, t h o u f h doubtednow 
T o t r a m i ^ t h i ' e a s m i t e ! For proof) ook up, 
And read thy lot in you c i e s t i n l si«ij. L.we". 
Where thou art w»i«b'd and shown how Iijfhi. how 
I f l t o u r e s i s t . " TIK S»nd look'd up, a n d k n e w 
Hi» mounted scale a lof t ; nor more hut fled 
Muim'r iog, a n d wi th lum lied the ahaoes of Dight.' 

These several amusing thoughts having 
taken possession of my mind some t ime be 
ftire I went to sleep, and mingling them-
selves with my ordinary ideas, r a i s ^ m 
my iraasi'i'it'O" ^ vision. 
I was, roethought, replaced in my study, 
and seated in my elbow-char, where I had 
indulged the foregoing speculations with 
ray lamp burning by me as usual. W Uilst 
I was here metUtating on several subjects ot 
moralitv, and iionsidering the nature of 
many virtues and ^'iccs as materials lor 
those discourses with which 1 daily cntei-
tain the public, I saw, methought a pair of 
gulden scalcs hanging by a chain of the 
same metal, over the table that stood be-
fore mej when, on a sudden, there were 
great heaps of weights thrown down on 
cach side of them. I found, upon examin-
ing these weights, they showed the value 
ofevery thing that is in esteem amongmen. 
1 made an essay of them, by putting t ^ 
weight of wisdom in one scale, and that of 
riches in another; upon which the latter, to 
show its comparative lightness, immediate-
ly flew u p and kicked the beam. 

But before I proceed, I mu-st inform my 
reader, that these weights did not exert 
their natural gra\-ity tiU they were laid m 
the golden bdance, insomuch that i could 
not "guess which was light or heavy whilst 
I held them in my hantl. This I found by 
several instances; for upon my laying a 
Weight in one of the scales, which was in-
scribeil by the word • Eternity, ' though I 
threw in that of T ime, Prosperity, Afflic-
tion, Weal th , Poverty, Interest, bticcess, 
with many other weights, which in my 
hami sceniiA vei-y poiidcro\is, tliey were 
not rtblc to stir the opposite balance; nor 
cinild they have prevailed, though assisted 
with the weight of the Sun, the Stars, and 
titc Earth. 

Opon emptying the scales, I lawl several 
titles antlhonoura, with Pomp, Triumphs, 

VCL. II, 27 

and many weights of the like nature, in one 
of them; and seeing a little glittering 
weight lie by me, I threw it accidentally 
into the. other scale, when, to my great 
surprise, it proved so exact a counterpoise, 
that it kept the balance in an equilibrium. 
This little glittering weight was inscribed 
upon the edges of it wit h the w o r d ' v anity." 
I found there were several other weights 
which were equally heavy, and exact coun-
terpoises to one another; a few of them I 
tried, as Avarice and Poverty, Riches and 
Content, with some others. 

T h e r e were likewise several weights that 
were of the same figure, and seemed to cor-
respond with each other, but were entirely 
different when thrown into the scales; as 
Religion and Hypocrisy, Pedantry and 
Learning, W i t ant Vivacity, Superstition 
and Devotion, Gravity and Wisdom, with 
many others. 

I observed one particular weight lettered 
on both sides; and upon applying myself to 
the reading of it, I found on one side writ-
ten, -In the dialect of men, ' and underneath 
it ' Calamities;' on the other side was writ-
ten, ' In the language of the gods,' and un-
derneath ' Blessings.' I found the mtnnsic 
value of this weight to be much CTCater 
than I imagined, for it overpowered Health, 
Weal th , Good-fortune, and many other 
weights, which were much moreixmderous 
in my hand than the other. v . 

T h e r e is a saying among the Scotch, tliat 
an ounce of mother-wit is wortli a pound 
of c l e r g y : I was sensible of the truth u f th i s 
s,iying, when I saw the difference between 
the weight of ^satural Parts and that of 
Learning. T h e obscr%'ations which I made 
upon these two weights opened to me a 
new field of discoveries; for notwitiistand-
ine the weight of Natural Parts was much 
heavier than that of Learning, I obscrv;ed 
that it weighed a hundred times heavier 
than it did before, when I put Learning 
into the same scale with it. I made the 
same observation upon Fai th and Mor^ i ty ; 
for, notwithstanding the latter outweighed 
the former separately, it received a thou-
sand times more additional weight from its 
conjunction with the former, than what it 
had by itself. This odd phenomenon show-
ed itself in other particulars, as m W i t and 
Judgment, Philosophy and Religion, Jus-
tice and Humanity, Zeal and Chanty , 
depth of Sense and perspicuity of Style, 
with innumerable other particulars too long 
to be mentioned in this paper. 

As a dream seldom fiuls of dashing sen-
ousness with impertinence, mirth with 
erav-ity, mijthought I inatle several other 
experiments of a mnrc ludicrous nature, by 
one of which 1 found that an English octavo 
was very often heavier than a t r e n c h 
folio; and, by another, that an old Oreck 
or Latin author weighed down a whole li-
brary of modems. Seeing one ot my Spec-
tators lying l>v nic, 1 laid it into one of the 
st ales, aiid floiig a two-penny piece into 
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tlic other. Tlie reader will not inquire 
into the event, if he remembers the first 
trial whieh I have recorded in this paper. 
I afterwards threw both the sexes into the 
b.-Oance; but as it is not for my interest to 
disoblige dther of tlicm, I shall desire to 
be excused from telling the result of this 
experiment. Having an opfxjrtunity of this 
nature in my hands, I could not forbear 
throwing into on<; scale the principles of a 
Tory, and into the other those of a Whig ; 
but, as I have all along declared this to be 
a neutral paper, I shall likewise desire to 
be silent under this head also, though upon 
examining one of the weights, I saw the 
word ' T K K E L ' engraven on it in capital 
letters. 

I made many other experiments; and 
though I have not room for them all in this 
day's speculation, I may perhaps reserve 
them for another, I shall only add, that upon 
niy awaking, I was sorry to find my golden 
scales vanished; but resolved forthe Future 
to learn this lesson from them, not to de-
spise or value any thing for their appear-
ances, but to regulate my esteem and pas-
sions towards them according to their real 
and intrinsic value. C. 

N a 464.] Friday, Axiguit 22, 1712. 
A i i r e i m quisqiiia m H t o m m o m 
r>t[icit, t u tu s c a m n&ao'ctj 
Sordib'i* tecti . ca re t i n v l j e n d a 

Soliriu! au la . I b r . ( M - 1 . 1 . i b . a S . 
T h t «oldi>n mean, a i she ' ! too nice to d w t B 
A n i o n s the ru ins of a St lhycel l . 
So is ber modesty w i t b a l u Qreat. 
T o 8alk t h e e n y y o f a princely >eat.— 

I AM wonderfully pleased when I meet 
with any pas-sage in an old Greek or Latin 
author that is not blown upon, and which 
I have never met with in a quotation. Of 
this kind is a beautiful saying in Tlieognis-
' Vice is covered by wealth, and virtue by 
poverty;' or to give it in the verbal trans-
lation, ' Among men there are some who 
have their vices conceaJcd by wealth, and 
others who have their virtues concealed by 
poverty.' Every man's observation will 
siipplv him with insUnces of rich men, 
who have several faults and defects that 
are overlooked, if not entirely hidden, Iw 
means of their riches; and I think, we can-
not find a more natural description of a poor 
man, whose merits are lost in his poverty, 
t l m that in the words of the wise man: 
' 1 here was a little city, and few men with-
in it; and there came a great king (gainst 
It, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks 
against it. Now there was found in it a 
poor wise man, and he, by his wisdom, de-
livered the city; yet no man remembered 
that same poor man. Then, said I, wisdom 
18 better than strength; nevertheless, the 
poor man's wisdom is despised, and liis 
words are not heard, ' 

T h e middle condition seems to be the 
most advanUgeously situated for the gain-

ing of wisdom. Poverty turns our thoughts 
too much upon the supplying of our wants, 
and riches, upon enjoying our superfluities; 
and, as Cowley has said in another case, 
' It is hard for a man to keep a steady eye 
upon truth, who is always in a battle or a 
triumph.' 

If we regard poverty and wealth, as thcj-
are apt to produce virtues or vices in the 
mind of man, one may observe that there 
IS a set of each of these growing out of 
poverty, ijuhe different fnmi that which 
nses out of wealth. Humility and patience, 
industry and temperance, are very often 
the good quaKties of a poor man. Hu-
manity, and good-nature, magnanimity and 
a sense of honour, arc as often the qualifi-
cations of the rich. On the contrarj-, po-
verty 15 apt to betray a man into envy, 
nches into anwance ; poverty is too often 
attended with fraud, vicious compliance, 
repining, murmur and discontent. Riches 
expose a man to pride and hixurj-, a fool-
ish elation of heart, and too great a fond-
ness for the present worid. In short, the 
middle condition is most eligible to the man 
who would improve himself in virtue; as I 
have befoi-e shown it is the most advan-
tageous for the gaming of knowledge. It 
was upon this consideration that Aeur 
founded his prayer, which, for the wisdom 
ot It, IS recorded in holy writ. 'Twoth ines 
have I required of thee; denv me them not 
i)etore 1 die. Remove far from me vanitv 
and lies, give me neither povcrtv nor riches: 
t e ^ me with food convenient'for me; lest 
I be full and deny thee, and say. Who is 
the Lord? or lest I be poor and steal, and 
take the name of my God in vain.' 

I shall fill the remaining part of mv pa-
per with a very prettv allegory, which is 
wrought mto a play by Aristophases the 
Greek comedian- It seems originally de-
signed as a satire upon the rich, though, in 
some parts of it, it is like the foregoing dis-
course, a kind of comparison between 
wealth and poverty. 

Chrcmylus, who was an oM ami a good 
man, and withal exceeding poor, l>eing de-
sirous to leave some riches to his son, "con-
sults the oracle of Apollo upon the subject. 
I he oracle bids him follow the first man 
he should see upon his going out of the 
temple. The person he chanced to see was 
to appearance an old sordid Hind man, but, 
upon his following him from place to place, 
heat last found, by his own confession, that 
lie was Plutus the god of richess, and that 
he was just come oiHof thehouse of a miser, 
Plutu« farther told him, tliat when he was a 
boy, he used to declare, titat as soon as he 
came to age he would distribute wealth to 
none but virtuous and just men jiipon which 
Jupiter consideting the peniicious consc-
quences of such a resolution, took his sight 
away from him, and left him to stroll about 
the world in the blind condition wherein 
Chremylus beheld him. With much ado 
Chremylus prevailed upon him to-go to his 
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house, wlieTe he met an cid woman in a 
tatti-red raiment, wlio had been his guest 
fiir iiiaiiv years, and whose nan)e was 1 o-
verty ' t h e old woman i-efusing Co turn out 
so easily as he would have her, he threat-
ened to biuiish her, not only from his own 
house but out of all Greece, if she made 
anv more words upon the matter. Poverty 
on'this occasion pleads her c iuse v e y 
notably, and represents to herold landlord, 
tliat should she bs (h-ivcn out of the coun-
try all their trades, arts, and sciences, 
would be driven out with lier; and that, if 
evci'vcne was rich, they would never be 
iupp'Uod with those pomps, ornaments, and 
ccivtniences of life which made nclies de-
sirable. She likewise represented to him 
the sectiral advantages which she bestowed 
upon her votaries in regard to their shape, 
their health, and their actiMty, by pre-
serving them from gouts, dronsip, un-
•wie\di<iess, and intemperance- But what-
ever she had to say for herself, she was at 
last forced to troop off. Chteniylus imme-
diately considered how he might restore 
Phitus to his sight; and, in order to it, con-
veyed him to the temple of ^ u i a p i u s , 
who was famous for cures and miracles ot 
this nature. By this means the deitv re-
covered his eyes, and began to make a 
riKht use of them, by enriching everj- one 
that was distinguished by piety towards the 
eodsand justice towards men: andat ttie 
^ m e time by taking away his gifts from 
the impious and undeserving. This p r ^ 
duces several merry incidents, till in the 
la.st act Mercury descends with great com-
plaints from the gods, that since the goal 
men were grown rich, they hacl received 
no sacrifices; which isconhrmed by apnest 
of Jupiter, who enters with a remonstrance, 
that since the late innovation he was re-
duced to a starving condition, and couldnot 
live upon his office. Chremylus, wl,o in 
the beginning of tlie play was religious ni 
his novcrty, concludes it with a proposal, 
which was relished by all the good men 
who had now grown rich as well as mmscit, 
that they should carry Plutus in a solemn 
procession to the temple, and insUll hiin m 
the place of Jupiter. This allcgor)- in-
structed the Athenians in two pomts; hrst 
is it vindicted the conduct of Providence 
in its ordinary distributions of ^xalth; ana, 
in the next place, as it showed the great 
ten-lenev of riches to corrupt the morals ot 
those who possessed them. 

No, 455.] Saturday, August 1712. 
Q i i i r s l i o n t q i 
Np le wmprr il 
N? pavo r« t rei 

can ua>lucet(? l®nif€i 
op, " T e t Y ' 
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l l e r . Ep. 

iipWo; 
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U Lib. 1.07. 

lay j l i i lBwi lh eent le Ho™ i n - j • - — — , 
Adnwn iJie carrrnl of yuur aa>. 
W"| vri'd liy Iiioam and lo« lies 
N»r warm'd by wild ambitioii» 
B y h f ^ n i s r in ' i l . ' t ep r"" ' ' ' 
For ihiDk-x btti li"l« wotih yom 

ire,, 
f in ' l 
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HAVING endeavoured in my last Satur-
day's paper to show the great excellency 
of faith, I shall here consider what are the 
I)i-opermean.sofstrengthcr,incandcoirfirm-
ng it in the mind of man. Those who d ^ 

l i l i t in reading books of controversy which 
are written on both sides of the question on 
points of faith, do very scl<lom arrive at a 
Sxed and settled habit of it. 1 hey arc one 
day entirely convinced of its important 
truths, and the next nicrt with some-
thing that shakes and distuAs them. 1 Be 
doubt which was laid revives again, ^ d 
shows itself hi new difficiilttes, and that 
etnerally for this reason, because the mind, 
which is perpetually tost in controversies 
and disputes, is apt to forget the reasons 
which had once set it at rest, and to be 
disquieted with anv former perplexity, 
when it appears in anew shape, or is start-
ed by a different hand. . \s nothing is more 
laudable than an inquiry after tiiith, so no-
thing is more irrational than to pass away 
our whole lives, without determining our-
selves, cue way or other, in those pomts 
which are of the last impi.rtance to u^ 
There are indeed many things from which 
we may withhold our assent; but in cuses 
by which we are to regulate our lives, it is 
t t e greatest absurdity to be wavenng and 
unsettled, without c U m g with that side 
which appears the most safe and the most 
probable T h e fir^t nale, therefore, which 
I shall lav down is this; that when by read-
ing or discourse we find ourselves tho-
roughly convinced of the truth of any arti-
cle, and of the reasonableness of our belief 
in it, we should never after suffer ourselves 
tocall it in question. M'e may perhaj^for-
eet the arguments which occasioned our 
conviction, but we ought to remember the 
strength they had with _us, and therrfore 
still to retain the conviction which they 
once produced. T\uh is no more than what 
we do in every common art or science; nor 
is it possible to act otherwise, considenng 
the weakness and limitation of our intellec-
tual faculties. It was thus that Latimer, 
one of the glorious a m ^ of martvrs, who 
introduced the reformation in England, be-
haved himself in that great conference 
which was managed between the most 
learned among the protestants and papists 
in the reign of Queen Marv-. This venera-
ble old man, knowing his abilities were im-
oaircd by age, and that it was impossible 
for him to recollect all those reasons which 
had dircr.ted him in the choice rf bis reli-
gion left his companions, who were in the 
full Dossession of their parts and learning, 
to baffle and c^infound their antagonists by 
the forcc of reason. As for himself, he only 
reDcated to his adversaries the articles m 
which he firmly believed, and in the prcv 
fes^on of which he was determined to die. 
It is in this manner that the mathematician 
proceeds upon propositions which he has 
once demonstrated: and though the demon-
stration may have slipped out of lus me-
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mory, he l3uiid5 upon the truth, because 
he knows it was demonstrated. This rule 
k absolutely necessarv for weaker minds, 
and in some measure for men of tlic srciat-
est abilities; but to these last I would pro-
pose. in the sccond place, that they should 
lay up in their memories, and always keep 
by tnem in readiness, those arguments 
Tvliich appear to them of the greatest 
sti'cnijth, and which cannot be got over by 
all the doubts and cavils of infidelity. 

But, in the third place, there is nothing 
•which strengthens faitli more than mo-
rality. Faith and morality naturally pro-
duce each other. A man is quickly con-
vinced of the truth of religion, who finds it 
is not against his interest that it should be 
true. The pleasure he receives at present, 
and the happiness which he promises him-
self from it hereafter, will both dispose him 
very powerfully to give credit to it, accord-
ing to the ordinary observation, that ' we 
are easy to believe what we wish.' Ttls 
very certain, that a man of sfnmd reason 
cannot forbear closing with reliponuponan 
impartial examination ofit ; but at the same 
time it is certain, that f i i th is kept alive in 
us, and gathers s t ren^h from practice 
more than from speculation. 

There is still another method, which is 
more persuasive than any of the former; 
and that is an habitual adoration of the Su-
preme Being, as well in constant acts of 
mental worship, as in outward forms. T h e 
devout man does not only believe, but feels 
there is a deity. He has actual sensations 
of him; his experience concurs with his 
reasc»i; he sees him more and more in all 
his intercourses with him, and even in this 
life almost loses his faith in conviction. 

T h e last method which I shall mention 
for the giving life to a man's faith, is fre-
quent retirement from the world," accom-
panied with religious meditation. When a 
mar thinks of any thing in the darkness of 
the night, whatever deep impressions it 
may make in his mind, they are apt to 
vanish as soon as the day breaks upon him. 
T h e light and noise of t^e day, which are 
perpetually soliciting his senses, and call-
ing off his attention, wear out of his mind 
the thoughts that imprinted themselves in 
it, with so much strength, during the si-
lence and darkness of the night. A man 
finds the same difference a.< to himself in a 
crowd and in a solitude: the mind is stunned 
and dazzled amidst that variety of objects 
which press upon her in a great citv. She 
cannot apply berself to the consideration 
of those things which are of the utmost 
concern to her. The cares or pleasures of 
the world strike in with every thought, and 
a multitude of vicious examples give a kind 
of justification to our folly. In our retire-
ments, everything disposes us to be serious. 
In courts and cities we are entertained with 
the works of men; in the country with those 
of God. One is the province'of art, the 
other of nature. Faith and devotion natu-

rally grow in the mind of every reasonable 
man, who sees the impressions of divine 
power and wisdom in every object on which 
he casts his eye. Tht; Supreme Being has 
made the best arguments for his own ex-
istence, in the formation of the heavens 
and the earth; and these are arguments 
which a man of sense cannot forbear at-
t«iding to, who is out of the noise and hurry 
of human ^ffairs. Aristotle says, that 
should a man live under ground, and there 
converse with the works of art and me-
chanism, and should afterward be brought 
up into the open day, and see the several 
glories of the heaven and earth, he would 
immediately pronounce them the works of 
such a being as we define God to be. T h e 
psalmist has very beautiful strokes of p w -
trv to this purj)ose, in that exalted strain: 
' T h e heavens declare the glory of God; 
and the firmament showethhis handy work. 
One day telleth another; and one night eer-
tifieth another. There is neither speech 
nor language; hut their voices arc heard 
among them. Their sound is gone out into 
all lands; and their words into the ends of 
the world.' As such a bold and sublime 
manner of thinking furnishes very noble 
matter for an ode, the reader may see it 
wroBght into the following one. 

I. 
" T h e spocioufl firmameot on liigli. 
W i t h all ihe blue etbereal e k r , 
And BpanRled b^a rpns , a Rhining f r u n e , 
The i r f r e a t Or ig ina l p roc la im; 
T b ' u n w e a r i e d 8<in. f rcoi d a / to day . 
Does b i s Creator '* pnwcr d i s | d a f , 
And publishes to every l and 
T h e w o r t of a n a lmighty b a r d . 

II . 
'*Soon a0 t h e e ^ n i n f i Bbades preTail. 
The m o o n l akes u p Ihe vr indr«u9 ta le . 
And n igh t ly to the l i s t ' n in f e a r t h 
Rpppatfl t h e s tory of h e r fcirth: 
V^nil^t all tbe s ta rs t b a t rovii 'l her b u m . 
And all the planets in thei r t t i rn . 
ConFtrm t h e t id ings a s Ibey roll . 
And spread the t ru th f rom pale to pole. 

in. 
'*VFhat thouf;h. in solemn s i l e n t , all 
Move r o u n d tbe da rk ter res t r ia l b a l l ? 
^ h a t t hough no real voice DOT sound 
Amid thei r r a d i a n t orha found? 
In r eason ' s ea r they all r ^o ice . 
.Ard u t t e r for tb a ffloiious voice. 
Fot ever s ineing, a s the^ sh ine . 
Tbe band t h a t made u s la d iv ine . " 

N a 466-] Monday, Au^st 25, 1712. 
T e r a incessu p a t u i t dea .—Fit- / . JEn. i. 4W. 

And by iKr graceful wa lk t h e queen of l o re is knon^Q Dryin. 
WHEN jEneas, the hero of Virpl, is lost 

in the wood, and a perfect stranger in the 
place Ml which he is landed, he is accosted 
bv a lady in a habit for the chase. She in-
quires of him, whether he has seen pass by 
that wav any young woinan dressed as she 
was? whether she were following the sport 
in the wood, or any other way emploved, 
according to the custom of huntresses? The 
hero answers with the respcct due to the 
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beautiful appearancc she made; tells h^er, 
he saw no such person as she inquired for; 
but intimates that he knows her to be one 
of the deities, and desii-cs she would con-
duct a stranger. Her form, from her first 
appearance, manifested she was more than 
mortal; but, though she was certainly a 
goddess, the poet docs not make her known 
to be the galdess of beauty till she moved. 
All the charms of an agreeable person are 
then in their highest exertion, every limb 
and feature appears with its respective 
grace. It is from this observation that I 
cannot help being so passionate an admirer 
as I am of good dancing. As all art Is an 
imitation of nature, this is an imitation of 
nature in its highest excellence, and at a 
time wlien she is most agreeable. T h e 
business of dancing is to display beauty; and 
for that reason alf distortions and mimick-
ries, as such, arc what raise aversion in-
stead of pleasure; but things that are in 
themselves excellent, are ever attended 
with imposture and false imitation. 1 hus, 
as in poetry there are labouring fools who 
-write ana^ams and acrosiicks, there are 
pretenders in dancing, who think me^relv 
to do what others cannot, is to excel. Such 
creatures should be rewarded like him who 
has acquired a knack of throwing a pa in 
of com through the eye of a needle, w i ^ a 
bushel to keep his hand in use. 1 he 
dancers on our stage are very faulty in this 
kind; and what they mean by wnthing 
themselves into such postures, as it would 
he a pain for any of the specutors to stand 
in, and yet hope to please those spectators, 
is unintelligibfe. Mr. PrinM has a g ^ u s , 
if he were encouraged, would prompt nim 
to better things. In all the dances he in-
vents, you see he keeps close to the cha-
racters he represents. He does not hope to 
please by ma'king his performers move in 
a manner in which no one else ever did but 
by motions proper to the charactere he re-
presents. He gives to clowns and lubbarUs 
dumsy graces: that is, he makes them 
practise what they would think graces; and 
I have seen dances of his, which might 
eive hints that would be useful to a comic 
writer These performances have pleased 
the taste of such as have not reflection 
enough to know their excellence, because 
they are in nature; and the distorted mo-
tions of others have offended those who 
could not form reasons to themselves for 
their displeasure, from their being a con-
tt^iction to nature. 

When one considers the inexpressible 
advantage there is in arriving at some ex-
cellence in this art, it is m^st rous to be-
hold it so much neglected. T h e following 
letter has in it something very natural on 
this subject. 

' M R . S p e c T A T o n , — l a m a w i d o w e r w i t h 
but one daughter: she wa'! by nature much 
inclined to be a romp; and 1 had no way ot 
rducating her, but commanding a young 

woman, whom I entertained to take care 
of her, to be very watchful in her care and 
attendance about her. J am a m;in of busi-
ness, and obliged to be much abroad. T h e 
ndghbours have told me, that in my ab-
sence our maid has let in the spruce ser-
vants in the neighbourhood to junketings, 
while my girl played ajid romped even in 
the street. To tell you the plain truth, I 
catched her once, at eleven years old, at 
chuck-farthing among the boys. This put 
me upon new thoughts about my child, and 
I determined to place her at a boarding-
school; and at the same time gave a very 
discreet young gentlewoman her mainte-
nance at the same place and rate, to be her 
companion. I took little notice of my girl 
from time to time, but saw her now and 
then in good health, out of harm's way;, and 
was satisfied. But, by much importunity, I 
was lately prevailed with to go to one of 
their balls. 1 cannot express to you the 
anxiety my silly heart was in, when I saw 
my romp, now fifteen, taken out: I never 
felt the pangs of a father upon me so 
strongly in my whole life before; and I 
could not have suffered more had my whole 
fortune been at stake. My girl came on 
with the most becoming modesty I had ever 
seen, and casting a respectftil eye, as if she 
feared me more than all the audience, i 
gave a nod, which I think gave her aU the 
spirit she a-ssumed upon it: but she rose 
properly to that dignity of aspect My 
romp, now the most graceful person of her 
sex, assumed a majesty which commanded 
the highest respect; and when she turned 
tome, and saw my face in rapture, she fell 
into the prettiest smile, and I saw in all her 
motions that she exulted in her father's 
satisfaction. You, Mr. Spectator, will, bet-
ter than 1 can tell you. imagine to yourself 
all the different beauties and changes ot 
aspect in an accomplished young woman 
setting forth all her beauties with a design 
to please no one so much as her father. My 
girl's lover can never know half the satis-
faction that I did in her that day. I could 
not possibly have imagined that so great 
improvement could have been wrought by 
an art that I always held in itself ridiculous 
and contemptible. There is, I am con-
vinced, no method like this, to give young 
women a sense of their own value and 
dignity: and I am sure there can be none so 
expemtious to communicate that valae to 
others. As for the flippant insipidly gav, 
and wantonly fotTvanl, whom you behold 
amnng dancers, that carriage is more to be 
attributed to the perverse ^niusof the j ^ r -
formers, than imputed to the art itself. For 
my part, my chi d has danced herself into 
my esteem; and I have as great an honour 
for her as ever I had for her mother, from 
whom she derived those latent good quali-
ties which appeared in her countenance 
when she was dancing; for my girl, though 
I say it myself, showed in one quarter of an 
hour the innate principles of a modest vir-
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gin, a tender wife, a generous fi'iend, a kind 
mother, and an irKliilgent mistress. R ] 
strain hard but I will purcliase for her a 
husband suitable to her itierit. I am your 
convert in the admiration of what I thought 
you jested when you recommendedj and if 
you please to be at mv house on Thursday 
next, I make a ball for my daughter, and 
vou shall see her dance, or, if you will do 
ner that honour dance with her. I am, sir, 
your humble servant, 

• PHILIP A T E R . ' 
I have some time ago spoken of a treatise 

written by Mr. Weaver on this subject, 
which is now, I imderstand, ready to be 
published. This work sets this matter in a 
very plain and advantageous light; and I 
am convinced from it, that if the art was 
under ])roper regiilations, it would be a 
mechanic way of implanting insensibly, in 
minds not capable of receiving it so well by 
any other rules, a sense of good-breeding 
and virtue. 

W e r e any one to see Mariamne* dance, 
let him be neverso sensual a brute, I defy 
him to entertain any thoughts but of the 
hiKhest respect and esteem towards her. I 
was showed last week a picture in a lady's 
closet, for which she had a hundred dif-
ferent dresses, that she could clap on round 
the face on purpose to demonstrate the 
force of habits in the diversity of the same 
countenance. Motion, and change of pos-
ture and aspect, has an effect no less sur-
prising on the person of Mariamne when 
she dances. 

Chloe is extremely prettv, and as silly as 
she is pretty. This idiot has a very good 
car, and a most agreeable shape; but the 
folly of the thing is such, that it smiles so 
impertinently, and affects to please so sillily, 
that while she dances you see the simpleton 
from head to fcxit For you must know (as 
trivial as this art is thought to be,) no one 
was ever a good dancer that had not a goM 
understanding. If this be a truth, I shall 
leave the reader to judge, from that maxim, 
what esteem thev ought to have for such 
impertinents as flv, hop, caper, tumble, 
twirl, turn round, and jump over their 
heads; and, in a word, play a thovisand 
pranks which manv animals can do better 
than a man, instead of performing to per-
fection what the human figure only is capa-
ble of performing. 

It may perhaps appear odd, that I, who 
set up for a mighty lover, at least of virtue, 
should take so much pains to recommend 
what the soberer part of mankind look upon 
to be a trifte; but, under favour of the 
soberer part of mankind, I think they have 
not enough considered this matter, and for 
that reason only disesteem it. I must also, 
in my own justification, sav, that I attempt 
to bring into the service of honour and vir-
tue every thing in nature that can pretend 

to give elegant delight. It may possibly be 
proved, that vice is in itself destructive of 
pleasure, and virtue in itself condxicive to 
It. If the delights of a free fortune were 
under proper regulations, this truth would 
not want much argument to support it; but 
it would be obvious to every man, that there 
is a strict affinitv between all things that 
are truly laudable and beautiful, from the 
highest sentiment of the soul to the most 
indifferent gesture of the body. T . 
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• Probiitily Mrs. BitknelJ . 

—Qiiodcunqii^ m e B p o t P r u n l aud^re C a m i r n s . 
Slrn tilji pa t p o i ^ r u n t ; quod a h n i u t . u l t r a : 

m i n u s ; v r t i ' i i ^e c a n e o t miniift; ooine vnvema i 
Hoc TJbi: t a n i o carea t mih i nomine char ta . 

Tihull. Bd MeMalf iu . E k g . i». I j h . 1. 24. 
Wht l f f ' e r Jay tnu»e a^ivrnti i rous dares ind iw, 
VVlvstherthe n i rencM of Ihy pi r rc inf nigfii 

m ^ l a f g . or ceuBure %rhaT I w r i t e : 
T o tbpf^ r s ine , find hojiF to bor row fame, 
B y a f U i n ^ 10 my page M a n i a ' s na in« . 

THE love of praise is a passion deeply 
fixed in the mind of every extraordinary 
person; and those who are most af tc ted 
with it, seem most to partake of that par-
ticlc of the divinity which distinguishes 
mankind from the inferior creation. T h e 
Supreme Being himself is most pleased 
with praise and thanksgiving: the other part 
of our duty is but an acknowledgment of 
our faults, whilst this is the immediate ado-
ration of his perfections. 'Twas an excel-
lent observation, that we then only despise 
commendation when we cease to deserve it; 
and we have still extant two orations of 
Tully and Piiny, spoken to the greatest and 
best princes of all the Roman emperors, 
who. no doubt, heard with the greatest 
satisfaction, what even the most disinte-
rested persons, and at so large a distance 
of time, cannot read without admiration. 
Casar thought his life consisted in the 
breath of praise, when he professed he had 
lived long enough for himself, when he had 
for his glory. Othershave sacrificed them-
selves for a name which was not to begin 
till they were dead, giving away themselves 
to purchase a sound which was not to com 
mence till they were out of henring. But 
by merit and superior excellencies, not only 
to gain, but, whilst living, tn enjov a great 
and universal reputation, is the last degree 
of happiness which we can hope for here 
Bad charactei-s are dispersed abroad with 

f•refusion; I hope for example's sake, and 
as punishments are designed by the civil 

powerj more for the deterring the iimocetit 
than tne chastising the guilty. The good 
are less frequent, whether it be that there 
are indeed fewer originals of this kind to 
copy after, or that, through the malignity 
of our nature, wc rather delight in the ridi-
cule than the virtues we find in others. 
However, it is but just, an well as pleasing, 
even for varietv, sometimes to give the 
world a representation of the bright side of 
human natui-e, as well as the dark and 
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Rloomv. T h e desire of imitation may, pcr-
iiaps, 'be a greater incentive to the prac-
tice of what is good, than the avei-sion we 
i T i a r conceive at what is WamcaMc: the one 
inimecliatily directs you what you should 
do, whilst the other only shows what you 
should avoid; an<l 1 cannot at present do 
this with more satisfaction than by endea-
vouring to <lo some justice to the character 
of Manilius. 

It would far exceed my present design, 
to give a particular description of Manilius 
through all ttie parts of his excellent life. 
I shall now only draw him in his retire-
ment, and pass over in silence the various 
arts, the courtly manners, and the unde-
sisning honestv by which he attained the 
honours he has enjoyed, and wliich now 
giveadignitv and veneration to the ease he 
doe? enjoy. " 'Tis here that he looks hack 
with pleasure on the waves and biUows 
thi-ouPh which he has steered to so fair a 
iiaveii: he is now intent upon the practice 
of every virtue, which a great knowledge 
and use of mankind has discovered to be 
the most useful to them. Thus in his pn-
vate domestic emplovments he is no less 
glorious than in his pulilic; for it is in reality 
a more difficult task to be conspicuous in a 
sedentar.' inactive life, than in one that is 
spent in 'huriy and business: persons en-
gaged in the latter, like btxlies violently 
aaitated, from the swiftness of their motion, 
have a brightnev; a<lded to them, which 
often vanishes when thev are at rest; but it 
it then stiU remain, it must be the seeds ot 
intrinsic worth that thus sliine out without 
anv foreign aid or assistance. 

His liberality in another might almost 
iKar the name of profusion; he seems to 
tliink it laudable even in the excess, like 
that river which most enriches when it 
overflows. But Manilius has too perfect a 
taste of the pleasure of doing good, ever to 
let it be out of his power; and for that rea-
son lie will have a just economy and a 
splendid frugality at home, the f̂ ounWin 
from whcnce those streams should flow 
which he disperses ahroail. He looks with 
distlain on tliose who propose their death 
as the time when thev are to begin their 
munificence: he will Ixith see and enjov 
(which he then does in the highest degree,) 
what he bestows himself; he will be the 
living executor of his own bounty, whilst 
they who have the happiness to be within 
his care and patronage, at once pray lor 
the continuation of his life and their own 
good fortime. No one is out of the reach ol 
his obligations; he knows how, by proper 
and becoming methods, to ruse hirnselfto 
a level with those of the highest rank; and 
his gooil-nature is a sufficient warrant 
:igainst the want of those who are so un-
happy as to be in the verv lowest. t)ne 
may k v of him, as Pindar bids his muse 
say of Theron, 

N o 
ml ThpriMi 
nt hitn Bhti lid l>e puo 

SWPM, t h a i n o n e e'er had mcl i a f r . i ref t i l » n . 
F o r t u n e ' s free g i f t s f r f f l y to ii)ip«ri. 
W i t h a n un«nviou2 hanil . s a d &n uoCxjuti'Ifd beflrl. ' 

Never did Atticus succeed better in gain-
ing the universal loveajid esteem of all men; 
nor steer with more success between the 
extremes of two contending patties. "Tis 
his peculiar hapniness that, while lie es-

Jouses neither with an intemperate zeal, 
e is not only admired, but, what is a more 

rare and unusual felicity, he is beloved and 
caressed by both; and t never yet saw any 
person, of whatever age or sex, but was 
immediately struck witli the merit of Ma-
nilius. There are many who are accepta-
ble to some particular persons, whilst the 
rest of mankind look upon them with cold-
ness and indifference; but he is the first 
whose entire good fortune it is ever to please 
and to be pleased, wherever he comes to 
be admired, and wherever he is absent to 
be lamented. His merit fares like the pic-
tures of Raphael, which are either seen 
with admiration by all, or at least no one 
dare own he has no taste for a composition 
which has received so universal an ap-
plause. and malice find it against 
t h d r interest to indulge slander and oblo-
quy- 'Tis as hard for an enemy to detract 
from, as for a friend to add to, his praise. 
An attempt upon his reputation is a sure 
lessening of one's own; and tliereis but one 
way to injure him, which is to refuse him 
his just commendations, and be obstinately 
silent. 

It is below him to catch the aght with 
any care of dress; his outward g a f t is but 
the emblem of his mind. It is genteel, 
plain and unaffected; he knows that gold 
and embroidery can add nothing to the 
opinion which all have of his merit, and 
that he gives a lustre to the pliunest dress, 
whilst 'tis impossible the richest should 
communicate any to him. He is still tlie 
principal figure in the room. He first en-
gages your eye, as if there were some point 
of light which shone stronger upcn him 
than on any other person. 

He puts me in mind of a story of the fa-
mous Bussy d'Amboise, who, at an assembly 
at court, where every one appeared with 
the utmost magnificence, relying upon his 
own superior behaviour, instead of adorn-
ing himself like tlie rest, put on that day a 
plain suit of clothes, and dressed all nis 
servants in the most costly gay habits he 
could procure- The event was, that the 
eyes of the whole court were fixed upon 
him; all the rest looked like his attendants, 
while he alone had the air of a person of 
quality and distinction. 

Like Aristippus, whatever shape or con-
dition he appears in, it still sits free and 
easy upon himj but in some part of his 
character, 'tis true, lie differs from him; 
for as he is altogether equal to the large-
ness of his presi-nt circuniitaiices, the rec-
titude of his judgment has so far corrcctcd 
the inclinations of his ambition, that he will 
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not trouble himself with either the desires 
or pursuits of any thing beyond his present 
enjoyments. 

A thousand cA)ligiiig things flow from him 
upcm every occasion; and they are always 
so just and natural, that it is impossible 
to think he was at the least p ^ n s to look 
for them. One would think it was the 
d imon of good thoughts that discovered to 
him those treasures, which he must have 
blinded others from seeing, they lay so di-
I'ectly in their wa j . Nothing can equal 
the pleasure that IS taken in hearing Wm 
speak, hut the satisfaction one receives in 
the civility and attention he pays to the 
discourse of others. His looks are a alent 
commendation of what is good and praise-
worthy, and a secret reproof of what is 
licentious and extravagant He knows how 
to appear free and open without danger of 
intrusion, and to be cautious wiAout seem-
ing reserved. The gravity of his conver-
sation is always enlivened with his wit and 
humour, and the gayety of it is tempered 
with something that is instructive, as well 
as barely agreeable. Thus, with him you 
are sure not to be merry at the expense of 
your reason, nor serious with the loss of 
your good-humour; but by a happy mixture 
of bis temper, they either go together, or 
perpetually succeed each other. In fine, 
liis whole Dehaviour is equally distant from 
constraint andneglirence, and he commands 
your respect while he gans your heart. 

There is in his whole carriage such an 
engaging softness, that one cannot persuade 
one's self he is ever actuated oy those 
rougher passions, which, wherever they 
find place, seldom fail of showing them-
selves in the outward demeanour of the 
persons they belong to; but his constitution 
IS a just temperature between indolence on 
one hand, and \'iolence on the other. He 
is mild and gentle, wherever his affairs will 
SCive him leave to follow his own inclina-
tions; but yet ne\-er failing to exert himself 
with vigour and resolution in the service of 
his prince, his country, or his friend. 

Z, 
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E r a i hom^ i n ^ n i n s a s , aeutufl, acpr, et qui plt ir imum 
e t aalis, baber^i e i ftlUs. n e c candoritt ininufl. 

PRn. Epim. 
He w a i a n i r iKnious , p i r a s a n t fellow, a n d one w h o 

h a d a eiPat deal of wi l a n j a a t i r e .w i t l i a n equa l i h a r e 
of goo J'hur&oui, 

M r paper is, in a kind, a letter of news, 
but it regards rather what pnases in the 
world of conversation than that of business. 
I am very sorry that 1 have at present a 
circumstance before mc, which is of very 
great importance to all who have a relish 
for gayety, wit, mirth, or humour; I n>ean 
the death of poor Dick Eastcourt. I have 
been obliged to him for so many hours of 
jollity, that it is but a small recompence. 

though all I can give him, to pass a moment 
or two in sadnes.s for the loss of so agreeable 
aman. PoorEastcourt! thelas t t ime I saw 
him, we were plotting to show the town his 
great capacity for acting in its full light, 
by introducing him as dictating to a set 
of young players, in what manner to speak 
this sentence and utter t 'other passion. He 
had so exquisite a discerning of what was 
defective jn any object before him, that in 
an instant he could show you the ridiculous 
side of what would pass for beautiful and 
just, even to men of no ill judgment, before 
he had pointed at the failure. He was no 
less skilful in the knowledge of beauty; 
and I dare say, there is no one who knew 
him well, but can repeat more well-turned 
compliments, as well as smart repartees of 
Mr. Eastcourt's, than of any other man in 
England. This was eaaly to be observed 
in his inimitable faculty of telling a story, 
in which he would throw in natural and 
unexpected incidents to make his court to 
one part, and rally the other part of the 
company. Then he would vary the usage 
he gave them, according as he saw them 
bear kind or sharp language. He had the 
knack to raise up a ^ s i v e temper, and 
mortify an impertinentV gay one, with the 
most agreeable skill imaginable. There 
are a thousand things which crowd into 
ray memory, which make me too much 
concerned to tell on about him. Hamlet, 
holding up the skull which the grave-dig-
ger threw at him, with an account that it 
was the head of the king's jester, falls into 
very pleasing reflection, and cries out to h k 
companion, 

'Alas, poor Yorickl I knew him, Hora-
tio: a fellow of infinite jest, of most excel-
lent fancy; he hath borne me on his back 
a thousand times: and now how abhorred 
in mv imagination it is! mv gorge rises at 
it. Here hung those lips that I have kissed 
I know not how oft. Where be your gibes 
now, your gambols, your songs, yourflashes 
of merriment, that were wont to set the 
table on a roar? Not one now to mock your 
own grinning? quite chap-fallen? Now get 
you to ray lady's chamber, and tell her, let 
her paint an inch thick, to this favour she 
must come. Make her laugh at that. ' 

I t is an insolence natural to the wealthy, 
to affix, as much as in them lies, the cha-
racter of a man to hiscircumstances. Thus 
it is ordinary with them to praise faintly 
the good gualities of those below them, 
and say it is very extraoi-dinsiry in such a 
man as he is, or the like, when they are 
forccd to ackiiowle<ige the \aiuc of him 
whose lowiiess upbraids their exaltation. 
It is to this humour only, that it is to be 
ascribcd, that a quick wit in conversation, 
a nice judgment upon any emergency that 
could arise, and a iiiost blameless inoffen-
sive behaviniu-, could not raise this man 
above being rcceivc-cl only upon the foot of 
contributing to mirth and diversion. But 
he was as easy xuider that condition, as a 
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man of so excellent tixlcnts was capablc; 
aod sincc they would have it, that to divert 
was iiis business, he (lid it with all tlie 
seeming alacrity imaginable, though it 
stung h'lm to the heart that it was his busi-
ness. Men of sense, who could taste his 
excellencics, were well satisfied to let him 
lead the way in conversation, and play 
after his own manner; bvit fools, who pro-
voked him to mimickry, found he had the 
indignation to let it be at their expense who 
called for it, and he would show the form 
of conceitcd heavy fellows as jests to the 
r.ompany at their own request, in revenge 
for interrupting him from being a compa-
nion to put on the character of a jester. 

W h a t was peculiarly excellent in this 
memorable companion, was, that in the 
accounts he gave of persons and sentiments, 
he did not only hit the figure of their faces, 
and manner of their gestures, but h e would 
in his narration fall into their very way 
of thinking, and this, when he .recounted 
passages, wherein men of the best wits 
•were concerned, as well as such wherein 
were r ep re sen t^ men of the lowest rank 
of understanding. I t is certainly as great 
an instance of self-love to a weakness, to 
be hnpatient of being mimicked, as any 
can be imapned . T h e r e were none but the 
vain, the formal, the proud, or those who 
were incapable of amending their faults, 
that dreaded him; to others he was in the 
highest degree pleasing: and I do not know 
nnv satisfaction of any indifferent kind I 
•••fi t a s t ^ so much, as having got over an 
impatience of my seeing mvsclf in the air 
he could put me in when I have displeased 
him. It IS indeed to his exquisite talent 
this way, more than any philosophy I could 
read on the subject, that my person is very 
little of my care, and it is indifferent to me 
•what is said nf my shape, my ^ r , my man-
ner, my speech, or my address, f t is to 
poor Eastcourt I chiefly owe that I am ar-
rived at the happiness of thinking nothing 
a diminution to me, but what argues a de-
pravity of my will. 

It has as much su^r i sed me as any thing 
in nature, to have it frequently said, that 
he^was not a g ^ player: out that roust be 
owing to a partiality for former actors in 
the parts in which he succeeded them, and 
judging by comparison of what was Uked 
before, ra ther than by the nature of the 
thing. W h e n a man of his wit and smart-
ness could put on an utter absence of com-
mon sense in his facc, as he did in the 
chHractcr of Bullfinch, in the Northern 
Lass, and an ait of inMpi<l cunning Mid vi-
vacity in the character of Pounce in T h e 
Tender Husband, it is folly to dispute his 
capacity and success, as he was an actor. 

Poor Eastcourt! let the vain and proud 
be at rest, thou wilt no more disturb their 
admiration of their dear selves; and thou 
art no longer to drudge in raising the mirth 
of stupids, who know nothing of thy merit, 
for thy maintenance. 

VOL. i t . 2 3 

I t is natural for the genei-ality of man 
kind to run into rcfiectiojis upon our mor-
tality, when disturbers of the world are 
laid at rest, but to take no notice when 
they who can please and divert are pulled 
from us. But for my >art, I cannot hut 
think the loss of such talents as the man of 
whom I am speaking was master of, a 
more melancholyinstance of mortality than 
the dissolution of persons of never so high 
charactcrs in the world, whose pretcnaons 
•were that they were noisy and mischievous. 

But I must grow more'succinct, and as a 
Spectator, give an account of this extraor-
dinary man, who, in his way, never had 
an equal in anv age before him, or in that 
wherein he lived. I speak of him as a 
companion, and a man qualified for con-
versation. His fortune exixised him to an 
obsequiousness towards the worst sort of 
company, but his excellent qualities ren-
dered liim capable of making the best 
figure in the most refined. I "have been 
present •with him among men of the most 
delicate taste a whole night, and have 
known him (for he saw it was desired) 
keep the discourse to himself the most 
part of it, and maintain his good-humour 
with a countenance, in a language so de-
lightful, without offence to any person or 
thing upon earth, still preserving the dis-
tance his circumstances obliged h im to; 1 
say, I have seen him do all this in such a 
charming manner, that I am sure none of 
those I hint at will read this without giving 
him some sorrow for their abundant mirth, 
and one gush of tears for so many bursts of 
laughter. I wish it were any honour to the 
pleasant creature's memory, that my eyes 
are too much suffused to let me go o n — T . 

T h e fo l lnwine K v n t p s j i M C in t l i is of 
thf Specia ior in tbiio. a p p i r c n i l y lewllfi> 01 I h . B a d -
cliffi", w a s biip^tcwhJ i n Bll llK su lk ' ique i" e d i i i u n s : 

• I t is a felici ty h i s (heiids ma j - r e jo iw in , i h s i te 
h a d h i i senses, a n d used t h r n a s he o u e h l to n o . « « 
las t i n o m e n n - It i s remmkabk t h a i h i s J i iJ«rMnt w a s 
i n i l s ca lm per fe- i inn lo Ibe u t m o s t ar t icle , for w h e n 
b i s w S f e o j t of ber ftindness, desired she micli l »enil lor 
a cer ta in i l l j i e ra te humour i i t<»h>»n he had accompa-
nied in a t h o u s a n d minhf i i l m o m e n t s , an-" whose inso-
lence m s k e s fools t h i n k h« aMumes f i - m consc ious 
mer i t . ) he answered , " D o w h a t j o u pleasr, b u t he 
w o n t come n e s r me ." L e t poor E a s i c o u K > t i f i l i s e r c e 
a b o u l t h i s n c s s a e e convince the u n w a r y of a t r i umph-
a n t empir Dce I n h u m a ity-' 

H o . 4 6 9 . ] Thunday, .lugmt - S , 1 7 1 2 . 

DelrRhrre aliciu 
mn.lo sni im anee ' 
ram, q u a m mor"", 
f iptera qoK 
tern is. 

,d a l l T l , et ho 
c rommixiiini, 
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11 a u t corpori 
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noKia-St 
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u i reliiis ex 
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.ll'Ulll. 
wblcJt 

T o detract " n y th ing from anott**r. a n d for oi 
to loiili 'ply conveni - i tc i r s by ttio ii 
n ienc ie«" fano l lK>r . i s more naa ina l n a t u r e tli.in 
l h a n poverty, t l i a r juiin, and tlie o ther things 
can befall the boily o r e s w t n a l c i icui i is tances. 

I AM persuaded there are few men, of 
reneroiis principles, who would seek after 
great places were it not rather to have an 
opportunity in their hands of obliging their 
part icular ' f r iends, or those whom they 
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!ook upon a? men of wDrth, than to pmcure 
wealth and honour for themselves. T o an 
honest mind, the best perquisites of a place 
^ t h e advantages it gives a man of doing 

Those who are under tlie p i i a t officers 
ot state, and are the instruments by which 
they act, have more frequent opportunities 
tor the exercise of com3>assion and benevo-
lence, than their superiors themselves, 
1 hose men know ever>- little case that is to 

come before the great man, and, if they are 
possessed with honest minds, will consider 
poverty ns a recommendation in the person 
who applies himself to them, and make the 
justice of his cause the most powerfiil soli-
cit^or in his behalf A man of this temper, 
when he is in a post of business, becomes a 
blessmg to the public. He patronises the 
orphan and the widow, assists the friend-
l e ^ and guides the ignorant. He does not 
reject the person's pretensions, who does 
not know how to explain them, or refuse 
doing a,good office lor a man because he 
cannot pay the fee of i t In short, though 
he regulates himself in all his proccedines 
by justice and eouity, he finds a thousand 
occasions for all the good-natured offices of 
generosity and compassion. 

A man is unfit for such a placc of trust, 
who is of a sour unti-acuble nature, or has 
any other passion that makes hira uneasy 
to those who approach him. Roughness 
of temper is apt to discountcnance the 
timorous or modest. T h e proud man dis-
coiiraces those from approaching him, who 
are of a mean condition, and who most 
w ^ t his assistance. T h e impatient man 
will not give himself time to be infi)rmed 
of the mat te r tha t lies before him. An of-
ficer, with one or more of these unbecom-
ing qualities, is sometimes looked upon as 
a proper person to keep off impenincnce 
wid solicitation from his superior; but this 
15 a kind of merit that can never atone for 
the injustice which may very often arise 
from it. 

T h e r e iirc two other vicious Qualities 
which render a man very unfit for such a 
place of t rus t T h e first of these is a dila-
tory temper, which commits innumerable 
cruelties withoutdesign. T h e maxim which 
several have laid down for a man's conduct 
in ordinary life, should be inviolable with 
a man in office, never to think of doing that 
to-morrow which mav be done to-day. 
A mail who defers doing what ought to be 
done, IS guilty nf injustice so long as he de-
fers n. T h e despatcli of a good office is 
•very o f t ^ as beneficial to the solicitor as 
the good office itself. In short, if a man 
com]}ared the inconvenicncies which an-
other suffers by his delays, with thetrillinK 
motives and advantages which he himself 
mav reap by them, he would never be 
Builty of a fault which very often does an 
Irreparable prejudice to the person who 
depends upon him, and which might be 
feraedied with little trouble to himsdf 

_ But in the last place, there is no man s* 
improper to be employed in business, as he 
who is m any degree capable of corruption 
and such a one is the man who, upon an? 
pretence whatsoever, receives more than 
what is the stated and unquestioned fee of 
his office. Gratifications, tokens of thank-
tulness, despatch money, and the like spe-
ciousterms, are the pretencesunder whirh 
corruption very freouently shelters itself, 
.^n honest man will however look on all 
these methods as unjustifiable, and will en-
joy himself better in a moderate fortune, 
that IS gained with honour and reputation, 
than m an overgrown estate that is canker-
ed withthe acquisitionsof rapine and exac-
tion. V\ ere all our offices discharged with 
such an inflexible integrity, we should not 
see men in all ages, who grow up to exor-
bitMt wealth, with the abilities which are 
to be met with in an ordiiiarj- mechanic I 
cannot but think that such a corruption 
proceeds Chiefly from men's employing the 
hrst that offer themselves, or those who 
have the charactcr of shrewd worldly men 
instead of searching out such as have had a 
l i D ^ l education, and have been trained up 
in the studies of knowledge and virtue. 
_ I t h^as been observed, that men of learn-
ing who ^ e to business, discharge it eene-
^ l y Witt, greater honesty than men of the 
world. T h e chief reason for it I take to be 
as foOows, A man that has spent his youth 
m reading, has been used to find virtue ex-
tolled, and vice stigmatized. A man that 
has passed his time m the worid, has often 
seen vice triumphant, and virtue discoun-
tenpced . Extortion, rapine, and injustice, 
which are branded with infamy in books 
olten give a man a figure in the world: 
while Mveral qualities, which are cele-
brated in authors, as generosity, ingenuity, 
^ d good-nature, impoverish and ruin him. 
J. his cannot but have a proportionable 

eftect on men whose tempers and principles 
are equally good and vicious. 

T h e r e would be at least this advantaec 
in employing men of learning and par ts in 
business; that their prosperity would sit 
more gracefully on them, and that we 
Should not see many worthless persons shot 
up into the greatest figures of life. O 

No. 470.] Friday, Augutt 29, 1712. 
Turp» «st flifficilM h i b e r e nuffas, 
E t s tuJ ius l a W r inep t ic run i . 

Man. Epiij. I m i i . Lib. 2. 9. 
" f i e folly nnly. a n d ricfect of sense, 
T u m a triflpi i n to ihlnRs o f c o n ^ i t i e n M . 

I HAVE been very often disappointed of 
late years, when, mxin examining the new 
edition of a classic author, I have fount 
above half the volume taken up with vari 
ous readings. W h e n I have expected t<. 
meet with a learned note upon a doubtfu. 
passage in a Latin poet, I have only beee 
informed, th it sucli or such ancient manu 
scripts • or f j write an ac, or of som* 
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fither notable discovery of the like ini-
portance. Indeed, when a different reading 
rives us a different sense or a new elegance 
in an author, the editor docs veiy well in 
takine notice of it; but when he only enter-
tains "us with the several ways of spelling 
the same wonl, and gathers together the 
various blunders and mistakes of twenty or 
thirty different transcribers, they only take 
ui) the lime of the learned readers, and 
pu7ile the minds nf the i!?norant. I have 
&ten fancied with myself how enraged an 
old Latin author would be, should he see 
the several absurdities, in sense and sram-
mar, which are imputed to him bv some or 
other of these various readings. In one he 
sneaks nonsense; in another makes use ot a 
word that was never heard of; and i n d ^ d 
there is scarce a solecism in writing which 
the best author is not guilty of, if we may 
be at liberty to read him in the words of 
sOTie manuscript which the labonous editor 
has thought fit to examine in the prosecu-
tion of his work. 

I question not but the ladies and prettv 
fellows will be very curious to undersUind 
•what it is that I have been hitherto talkme 
of I shall therefore give them a nouon ol 
this practice, by endeavouring to write 
after the manner of several persons wlw 
make an eminent figure in the republic ol 
»etter&. T o this end we wUl suppose that 
the following song is an old ode, which I 
present to the public in a new editiOT, with 
the several various readings which 1 hna 
of it in former editions, and in ,^'cient 
manuscripts. Those who cannot relish the 
%-arious readings, will perhaps find their 
account in the song, which never belore 
appeared in print. 

• My loTe w a s fickle nnce snil c b a n p n s . 
Noi t ' t r would te i l le in my l i pan ; 

Frnin b e a a i j still !'> brxtity rmei t ig , 
In every fac« I found a 

' T r c a s flr« a t h a r m i n e Kbipf en«l«T'dme; 
AB rye then TIE ft"' 

' n i l hv h - r wnt Cor inna rrfcp. 
And al l my former friiers tooke-

• But n o w a lon» and l««ting anguish 
For Belvldera 1 endure ; 

Hourly I sigh, and hourly ISBBUIMI. 
Nor tkope lo find Itic w o n u t l cure. 

• For here the false uncons len t loi-er. 
After a thousand beauties *bowii 

Dues new »iirpri«inB charms discoTer, 
And finds variety in one-' 

Various Readings-
Stanza the first, verse the first Atid 

cAanews-.l T h e and in some maimscnpts 
is w&ten thus, 8c; but that in the Cotton 
library writes it in tliree distinct letters. 

V e « e the second. Xor e'ermouldA 
Aldus reads it ntr would; but as this would 
hurt themetve, wc have r e s t n r ^ it to the 
genuine reading, by obsei-ving that syn»re-
sis which had heen neglected by ignorant 
transcribers. , 

Ibid. Inmyheart.l Scahger and others, 
on my heart. , 

Verse the fourth. Ifouudadar!.] T h e 

Vatican manuscript for I reads it; but this 
must have been the hallucination of the 
transcriber, who probably mistook the dash 
of the J for a r . 

Stanza the second, verse the second. J he 
fatal stroke.'] Scioppius, Salmasius, and 
many others, for the rvad a; but I have 
stuck to the usual reading. 

Verse the third. Till by her'.vit.] Snme 
manuscripts have it hia ml, others your, 
others l/ieir u/it. But as I find Cormna to 
be the name of a woman in other authors, 1 
cannot doubt but it should be her. 

Stanza the third, verse the first. A long 
and laatini; anguiah."] T h e (ierman manu-
script reads a lasting /lOAs/on, but the 
rhvmc will not admit it. 

Verse the second. For Belvidera I en-
dure.] Did not all the manuscripts reclaim, 
I should change Belvidera into Pelvidera; 
Pelvis being used by several of the ancient 
comic writers fur a looking-glass, by which 
means the etymology of the word is yen-
visible, and Pelvidera will signify a lady 
who often looks in her glass; as indeed she 
had very good reason, if she had all those 
beauties which our poet here ascribes to her. 

Verse the third. Hourly J siglt and 
hourly languish.] Some for the word 
hourly read daily, and others nightly; the 
last has CTeat authorities of its side. 

Verse the fourth. The %«onled cur f . ] 
T h e elder Stevens reads manted cure. 

Stanza the fourth, verse th<; second. 
After a thousand beauties.] In several 
copies we meet with a hundred beauties, 
by the u s u i error (rf the transcribers, who 
probably omitted a cypher, and had not 
taste enough to know that the word thou-
sand was ten times a ^ a t e r compliment 
to the poet's mistress than a hundred. 

Verse the fourth. And Jinds variety m 
one.] Most of the ancient manuscripts iiave 
it in tiuo. Indeed so many of them concur 
in this last reading, that I am very much 
in doubt whether it ought not to take place. 
T h e r e are but two rea.sons which incline 
me to the reading as I have published it: 
first, because the rhyme; and, secondlv, 
because the sense is preserved by iL I t 
might likewise proceed from the nscitancy 
of transcribers, who, to despatch their 
work the sooner, used to write all numbers 
in cypher, and sedng the figure 1 followed 
by a little dash of the pen, as is customary 
in old manuscripts, they perhaps mistook 
the dash for a second figure, and, by casting 
up both together, composed out of them 
the figure 2. But this 1 shall leave to the 
learned, without determining any thing in 
a niatter of so great uncertainty. C. 

No. 471-] Saturday, August 30, 1712. 
'Ev ,>,.T.0-J» x f̂ r^p"' Eurlfid. 
The wi^r' wi th hope support tlic pa ins of life. 

THE time present seldom affords suf-
ficient employment in the mind of man. 
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Objects of pain or pleasure, love or admi-
ration. do not iie thicic enough toeetlier in 
lite tn k e e p the soul in constant action, and 
supply an immediate exercise to its facul-
yes. In order , thcn-forc, to r e m e d r this 
detect , t ha t the mind may not want busi-
ness, but always h a v e materials for th ink-
ing, she is endowed with certain powers 
tha t can recall wha t is passed, and antici-
pa te what IS to come. 

T h a t wonderful faculty, which we call 
t h e memory, is perpetual ly loolcing back 
when we have nothing present to entertain 
us._ It IS like those repositories in several 
a n m a l s that a r c filled with stores of the i r 
fo rmer food, on which they may ruminate 
wlien their present pasture fails. 

A s t h e memory relieves t h e mind in h e r 
racant moments, and prevents an r chasms 
rt thought by ideas of what is passed, we 
have other faculties that agitate and e m -
ploy he r tor wha t is to come. T h e s e a r e 
the pa&sions nf hope and fear. 
_ By these two passions we r each forwanl 
into f i i^wng, and bring ,ip to our present 
thoughts objects tha t lie hid in the remotest 
dep ths of time. W e suffer misery and en-
joy happiness, before they are in being; we 
can set t h e sun and stars forward, or lose 
Slight of them by wandering into those re-
t i red pa r t s of eternity, when the heavens 
and ea r th shall be no more. Bv the way 
•who can imagine tha t the existence of a 
c rea ture is to be circumscribed by t ime 
whose thoughts are not? But I shall, in 
this pape r , confine myself to tha t part icu-
lar passion which goes by the name of 
hope. 

O u r actual enjoyments are so few and 
t ^ s i e n t , that m a n would be a very miser-
M l e being, were he not endowed with this 
passion, which gives him a tas te of those 
good things that m a y possibly come into his 
possession. ' W e should hope for every 
t h m g tha t is good, ' savs the old poet Linus 
' b e m u s e there is nothing which may not 
Be hoped for, and nothing_ but what the 
g M s a r e able to give us . ' °Hope quickens 
all t h e still parts of life, and keeps tlie mind 
awake jn he r most remiss and indolent 
hours. It rives habitual serenitv and good 
humour . I t is a kind of vital hea t in t h e 
s w i , t ha t cheers and gladdens her , when 
she does not attend to it. I t makes pain 
easy, and labour pleasant. 
_ Besides these several advantaj^es which 

n s e from hope, t he re is another which is 
nmie of the least, and that is, ]»..< great 
emcacy in p^eser^-ing us from setting too 
high a v^lue on present enjoyments. T h e 
saying of Ci . sar is very well known. W h e n 
h e bad p v e n away all liis estate in gratuities 
among his friends, one of them asked what 
h e had lef t for himself; to whicli that great 
man rcplic^, ' H o p e . ' His natural mag-
nanimity hindered him from prizing what 
he was certainly possessed of, and turned 
aU his thoughts upon something more valu-
^ l e tha t he had m view, i question not 

but every reader will d raw a moral f rom 
this storv, and apply it to himself withouf 
mv direction. 

T h e old story of Pandora ' s box (which 
many of tlie learned believe was formed 
among the heathens upon the tradition of 
t h e fall of man) shows us how deplorable a 
state thOT thought the present life, without 
hope. T o set forth the utmost condition of 
misery, they tell us, t ha t our forefather , 
according to the pagan theology, had a 
^ e a t vessel presented him by 'Pandora, 
Upon his lifting u p the lid of It, says t h e 
table, t he re flew out all the calamities and 
chstempers incident to men, from which , 
till that t ime, they had been altogether 
exempt . Hope, who had been enclosed in 
the cup with so much bad company in-
stead of flying off with the rest, stuck so 
close to t h e lid of it, t ha t it was shut down 
upon her . 

I shall m a k e but two reflections upon 
what I h a v e hi ther to said. First , t ha t no 
kind of life is so happy as tha t which isfii l l 
of hope, especially wlien the hope is well 
grounded, and when the object o f i t is of an 
exiUtcd kind, and in its nature p rope r to 
make t h e person happy who enjoys it. T h i s 
proposition must be very evident to those 
who consider how few a r e t h e present en-
joyments of the most h a p p y man, and how 
insufhaent to give him an entire satisfaction 
and acquiescence in them. 

_My next observation is this, t ha t a reli-
gious life is that which most abounds in a 
well-grounded hope, and such a one as is 
hxed on objects that a re capable of making 
us entirely happy. Th i s hope in a religiool 
man is much more sure and certain than 
the hope of any tempora l blessing, as it is 
stT^gthened not on y by reason, but by 
laith. I t has at the same t ime it-s eye pe r -
petually f ixed on that state, which impSics 
in the very notion of it t h e most full and 
complete happiness. 

I have before shown how the influence ot 
hope m general sweetens life, and makes 
our present condition supportable, if not 
pleasing; but a relirious hope has still 
Sreater advantages. I t does not only bear 
u p t h e mind under he r sufFerings, b u t m a k e s 
he r rejoice in them, as they may be t h e in-
struments of procuring h e r the great and 
u l^matc end of all he r hope. 

Religious hope has likewise this advan-
U g e above any other kind of hope, that it 
is able to revive the dying maji, and to fill 
his mind not only with secret comfort and 
refreshment , but sometimes with rapture 
and transport. H e t r iumphs in his agonies, 
whilst the soul springs forward with delight 
to the great object which she has a lways 
had in view, and leaves the body with an 
expectation of being reuiiit td to he r in a 
glorious and joyful resurrection. 

I shall conclude this essay with those 
emphatical expressions of a lively hope 
which the psalmist made use of in the midst 
of those dangers and adversities which sur-
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founded h im; for the following passage had 
its present and personal, as well as its fu-
ture and prophet ic sense. ' I have set the 
Lord always before me. Because he is a t 
m y l ight h a n d I shall not be moved. T h e r e -
fore my h e a r t is glad, and my glory re -
ioiceth. M y flesh also shall rest in hnpe. 
For thou wil t not leave m y soul in hell , 
nei ther wil t fhou sufFer thine holy one to 
see comipt iox . T h m i wilt show m e the 
path of lite, lu thy presence is fulness of 
joy, at thy right hand t h e r e a re p l e a ^ r e s 
for eve rmore . ' C . 

N a 472 . ] Mar^--;, Sepitmber 1, 1712. 

.Voluptaa 
So lam^nque mal io V i r g - X x . i i i . 66«. 

T h i s only »ol>ce lii» hard f o t l u n e Muds.—DTtdfi t . 

1 RECEIVED some t ime ago a proposal , 
which h a d a preface to it , wherein the au-
t h o r discoursed a t l a rge of the innumerable 
objects of chari ty in a nation, and admo-
nished t h e r ich, who were afflicted with 
any dis temper of body, par t icular ly to re-
g a n l t h e poor in the same species of afflic-
rion, and confine the i r tenderness to them, 
since it is impossible to assist all w h o a re 
presented to them. T h e proposer h a d been 
rel ieved f rom a malady in h i s eyes by an 
operation pe r fo rmed by Sir W i l l i a m Read, 
and, being a man of condition, h a d taken a 
resolution to maintain t h r e e poor blind men 
during t h e i r lives, in grat i tude fo r t ha t great 
blessing. T h i s misfortune is so very CTeat 
and unfrequent . t ha t one would th ink an 
establishment for all the poor under it , 
might be easily accomplished, wi th the ad-
dition of a very few o thers to those weal thy 
w h o a re in the same calamity. However , 
the thonght c i the proposer arose f rom a 
verj- good motive; and t h e parcel l ing of 
ourselves out, as called to par t icular ac ts 
of beneficence, would be a p re t ty cement 
of society and virtue. I t is the ordinary 
foundation for men's holding a comrnerce 
•with each other , and becoming familiar, 
tha t t hey agree in t h e same sort of plea-
sure; and sure it m a y also be some reason 
for amity, tha t t hev a r e under one com-
mon distress. If all t h e r ich who a re lame 
wi th t h e gout, from a life of ease, pleasure, 
and luxury , would he lp those few who 
have it without a previous life of pleasure, 
and add a few of such laborious men , who 
a re become l ame f rom unhappy blows, 
falls, or o ther accidents of age or sickness; I 
say, would such gouty persons administer 
to the necesat ies of m e n disabledl ike them-
selves, t h e consciousness of such a behaviour 
would be t h e best iulep, cordial, and ano-
dvne, in t h e feverish, faint, and tormenting 
vicissitudes of t ha t miserable distemper. 
T h e same may be said of all o ther , both 
bodily and intellectual evils. T h e s e classes 
of chari ty would certainly bring down bless-
i i ^ upon an age w d people; and if men 

w e r e not petrif ied with the love of this 
world, against all sense of the commerce 
which ought to be amonR them, it would 
not be an unreasonable bill for a poor man 
ill t h e agony of pain, aggravated by want 
and pover ty , to d raw upon a suck a lderman 
a f t e r this fo rm: 

' MR. BASIL PLENTT,—Sir, you have t h e 
gout and stone, wi th sixty thousand pounds 
sterling; I h a v e t h e gout and stone, not 
wor th one fa r th ing ; I shall pray for you. 
and desire you would pay t h e b e a r e r twenty 
shillings, for va lue received f rom, sir, your 
h u m b l e sen-ant, 

• L A Z A R U S H O P E F U L . 
'Cr ipp lega te , August 2 9 , 1 7 1 2 . ' 

T h e r eade r ' s own imagination will sug-
gest to h im t h e reasonableness of such cor-
respondences, and divereify them into a 
thousand fo rms ; but I shall close th i s as I 
began upon the subject of blindness, T h e 
following le t ter seems to be wri t ten by a 
man of learning, who is r e tu rned to his 
study, after a suspense of ability to do so. 
T h e benefit h e repor ts himself to h a v e 
received, m a y well d ^ m t h e handsomest 
encomium h e can p v e t h e opera tor . 

' M H . SPECTATOR,—Ruminating Ute ly 
on vour admirable discourses on t h e P lea -
sures of the Imagination. I began to consi-
d e r to which of our senses w e are obliged 
for the greates t and most impor tant sha re 
of those p leasures ; and I soon concluded 
tha t it was to t h e sight. T h a t is the sove-
reign of the senses, and m o t h e r of all t h e 
a r t s and sciences, t ha t have refined t h e 
rudeness of t h e uncul t ivated mind to a po-
li teness t ha t distinguishes the fine spir i ts 
f rom the barbarous gout of t h e CTeat ^-ul-
e a r and t h e small. T h e a g h t is the oblig-
ing benefactress t ha t bestows on us t h e 
most t ransport ing sensations t ha t w e have 
f rom t h e various and wonderful products 
of nature . T o the a g h t we owe the amaz-
ing discoveries of the height , magni tuae , 
and motion of the planets , the i r several r e -
volutions about tiieir common centre of 
l ight , heat and motion, t h e sun. T l i e sight 
t rave ls yet f a r t he r to the fixed stars , and 
furnishes t h e understanding wi th solid rea-
sons to prove, tha t each of them is a sun, 
moving on its own axis, in t h e centre of its 
own vor tex , or turbillion, and performing 
t h e same offices to its dependant p lanets 
tha t our glorious sun does to this. B a t t h e 
inquiries of the sight will not be s topped 
j jere, but m a k e the i r progress through t h e 
immense expanse to t h e Mi lky W a y , and 
t h e r e divide the blended fires of the ga laxy 
into infinite and diiFcrent worids, m a d e u p 
of distinct suns, and their peculiar equipage 
of planets, till, unable to pursue this t r a c k 
any fa r the r , it deputes t h e imagination to 
go on to new discoveries, till it fill the un -
boundless space with endless worlds. , 

' T h e a g h t informs t h e statuary s chisel 
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