
where he was; and the general s presence 
was never neccssary any where, but where 
he had placed himself at the first disposi-
tion, except that accident happened from 
extraordinary efforts of the enemy which 
he could not foresee; but it was remarkable 
that it never fell out from f^lure in his own 
tnops . It must be confessed the world is 
just so much out of order, as an unworthy 
person possesses what should be in the di-
rection of him who has better pretensions 

Instead of such a conduct as this old fel-
low used to describe in his general, all the 
evils which have ever happened among 
mankind have arose from the wanton dis-
position of the favours of the powerful. It 
IS generally all that men of modesty and 
virtue can do, to fall in with some whimsi-
cal turn in a great man, to make way for 
things of real and absolute service. In the 
time of Don Sebastian of Portugal, or some 
time since, the first minister would let no-
thing come near him but what bore the 
most profound face of wisdom and gravity. 
They carried it so far, that, for the greater 
show of their profound knowledge, a pair 
of spectades tied on their noses with a 
black riband round their heads, was what 
completed the dress of those who made 
their court at his levee, and none with 
naked noses were admitted to his presence. 
A blunt honest fellow, who had a com-
mand in the train of artiller\-, had attempted 
to make an impression upon the porter, 
day after day in vain, until at length he 
made his appearance in a very thoushttul 
dark suit of clothes, and two pair of specta-
cles on at once. He was conducted from 
room to room, with great deference, to the 
minister; and, carrying on the farce of the 
place, he told his excellency that he had 
pretended in this manner to be wiser than 
he realty was, hut with no ill intention: but 
he was fionest Such-a-one of the train, and 
he came to tell him that thev wantetl wheel-
barrows and pick-axes. T h e thing hap-
pened not to displease, the great man was 
seen to smile, and the successful officer was 
rc-conducted with the same profound cerc-
monv out of the house. . ^ 

When Leo X. reigned pope of R o m ^ 
his hnliness, though a man of sense, and ot 
an excellent taste of letters, of all thinRs 
affected fools, buffoons, humounsts, and 
coxcombs. Wliether it were from vanity, 
and that he enjoyed no talents in other men 
but what were inferior to him, or whatever 
it was, he carried it so far , that his whole 
del'^ht was in finding out new fools, and as 
our phrase is, playing them off, and making 
them show themselves to advantage A 
priest of his former acquaintance, suffered 
a great many disappointments in attempt-
ing to find access to him in a regular clia-
racter, until at last in despair he retired 
from Rome, and returned in an equipage so 
very fantastical, both as to the dress of 

himself and servants, that the whole court 
were in an emulation who should first intro-
duce him to his holiness. W h a t added to 
the expectation his holiness had of the 
pleasure he should have in his follies, was, 
that this fellow, in a dress the most exqui-
sitely ridiculous, desired he might speak to 
him alone, for he had matters of the iighest 
importance, upon which he wanted a con-
ference. Nothing could be denied to a cox-
comb of so greatliope; but when they were 
apart, the impostor revealed himself, and 
spoke as follows: 

' Do not he surprised, most holv father, 
at seeing, instead of a coxcomb to laugh at, 
vour old friend, who lias taken this way of 
access to admonish you of your own folly. 
Can any thing show your holiness how un-
worthy you treat mankind, more than my 
being put upon this difficulty to speak with 
you> It is a degree of folly to delight to see 
It in others, and it is the greatest insok-ncc 
imaginable to rejoice in the disgrace oi hu-
man nature. I t is a criminal humility in a 
person of your holiness's understanding, to 
)elieve you cannot excel but in the con-

versation of half-wits, humourists, cox-
combs, and buffoons. If your holiness has 
a mind to be diverted like a rational man, 
vnu have a great opportunity for it, in dis-
robing all the impertinents you have la-
voured, of all their riches and trappmgs at 
once, and bestowing them on the humble, 
the virtuous, and the meek. If ycwr holi-
ness is not concerned for the sake of virtue 
and religion, be pleased to reflect, that for 
the sake of vour own safety it is not proper 
to be so verv- much in jest. W h e n the pope 
is thus men7 , the people will in time tegm 
to think many things, which they have 
hitherto beheld with great veneration, are 
in themselves objects ot scorn and dension. 
If they once get a trick of knowing how to 
laueh, your holiness's saying this sentence 
in Ine night cap, and the other with A e 
other, the change of your slippers, b n n p n g 
v™, vnnr «rafF in the midst of a prayer, then you your staff in the midst of a prayer, then 
stripping you of one vest, m a clapping on 
a second during divine service, will be found 
out tohave nothing in Consider, sir, that 
at this rate a head will be reckoned never 
the wiser for being bald, and the ignorant 
will be apt to sav, that going bare-foot dws 
not at all help on the way to heaven- 1 he 
red cap and the cowl will fall under the 
same contempt; and the vulgar will tell us 
to our faces, that we shall have no authonty 
over them but from the force of our a r ^ -
ments and the sanctity of our lives.' 1 • 
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To the SfifctatOT-General of Great Britain. 
From the f a r t h f r end of The W i d o w ' s Cofibe-house 

in Devereus court . Mondgy f i n i n g , twen ty -
e ight minutefl and a b a l f p a i t a U , 

' DILAK DUMB,—In short, to use no far-
ther preface, if I should tell you that I have 
seen a hackney-coachman, when he has 
come to set down his fare, which has con-
sisted of two or three very fine ladies, hand 
tliem out, and salute every one of them 
with an air of familiarity, without jiving 
the least offence, you would perhaps think 
me guilty of a gasconade. But to clear my-
self from that imputation, and to explain 
this matter to you, I assure you that &ere 
are many illustrious youths within this city, 
•who frequently recreate themselves by 
driving of a hackney-coach: but those 
whom, above all others, I would recom-
mend to you, are the young gentlemen te-
longing to the inns of court W e have, 1 
think, about a dozen coachmen, who have 
chambers here in the Temple; and, as it is 
reasonable to believe others will follow 
the i rex imple , we may perhaps in time (if 
it shall be thought convenient) be drove to 
Westminster by our own fraternity, l o w -
ing evety fifth person to apply his medita-
tions this way, which is but a modest com-
putation, as the humour is now likely to 
take. It is to be hoped, likewise, that there 
are in the other nurseries of the law to ^ 
found a proportionable number of these 
hopeful plants, springing up to the ever-
lasting renown of their native countiy. Of 
how long standing this humour has been, I 
know not T h e first time I had any par-
ticular reason to take notice cf it was about 
this time twelvemonth, when, being upon 
Hanipstead-heath with some of these studi-
ous young men, w h o w e n t ^ t h e r p u r e l y f o r 
the sake of contemplation, nothing would 
serve them but I must go through a course of 
this philosophy too; and, being ever willing 
to embellish myself with any commendable 
qualification, it was not long ere they per-
suaded me into the coachbox; nor indeed 
much Iqnger, before I underwent the fate 
of my brother Phaeton; for, having drove 
about fifty paces with pretty good success, 
through my own natural sagacity, together 
with the good instructions of my tutors, 
who to give them their due, were on all 
hands encouraging and asasting me in this 
laudable undertaking: I say, sir, having 
drove above fifty paces with pretty g o ^ 
success, I must needs be exercising the 
lash; which the horses resented so ill from 
my hands, that they gave a sudden start, 
and thereby pitched me directly upoti my 
head, as I very well remembered about 
half an hour afterwards; which not only 
deprived me of all the knowledge I had 
gained for fifty yards before, but'had like 
to have broke my neck into the bargain. 
Af ter such a severe reprimand, you may 
imagine I was not very easily prev^led 
with to make a second attempt; and indeed, 
upon mature deliberation, the whole science 

seemed, at least to me, to be surrounded 
with so many difficulties, that, notwith-
standing the unknown advantages which 
might have accrued to me thereby, I gave 
over all hopes of attaining it; and 1 beLeve 
had never thought of it more, but that my 
memory has been lately refreshed by see-
ing some of these ingenious gentlemen ply 
in the open streets, one of which I saw re-
ceive so suitable a reward to his labours, 
that though I know you are no friend of 
story-telling, yet I must beg leave to trou-
ble you with diis at large. 

• About a fortnight since, as I was divert-
ingmyself with a pennyworth of walnuts at 
the Tempjle gate, a lively young fellow in 
a fustian jacket shot by me, beckoned a 
coach, and told the coacJiman he wanted to 
go as far as Chelsea. They agreed upon 
the price, and this young gentleman mounts 
the coach-box: the felfow, staring at him, 
desired to know if he should not drive until 
they were out of town. No, no, replied he. 
He was then going to climb up to him, but 
received another check, and was then or-
dered to get into the coach, or behind it, 
for that he wanted no instructors; " But be 
sure, you dog you," says he, " d o not bilk 
me . " T h e fellow thereupon su r rende i^ 
his whip, scratched his head, and crept 
into the coach. Having myself occasion to 
go into the Strand about the same time, we 
started both together; but the street being 
very full of coaches, and he not so able a 
coachman as perhaps he imagined himself, 
I had soon got a little way before him; 
often, however, having the curiosity to cast 
my eye back uptm him, to observe how he 
behaved himself in this high station; which 
he did with great composure, until he came 
to the pass, which is a military terra the 
brothers of the whip have given to the 
strait at S t Clement's church. VVhen he 
was arrived near this place, where are al-
ways coaches in waiting, the coachmen 
began to suck Hp the muscles of their 
cheeks, and to tip the wink upon each 
other, as if they had some rogueiy in their 
heads, which I was immediately convinced 
of; for he no sooner came within reach, but 
the first of them with his whip took the 
exact dimension of his shoulders, which he 
very ingeniously called endorsing: and in-
deed, I must say, that every one of them 
took due care to endorse him as he came 
through their hands. He seemed at first a 
littie uneasy under the operation, and was 
going in all haste to take the numbers of 
their coaches; but at length, b j the media-
tion of the worthy gentleman in the coach, 
his wrath was assuaged, and he prevailed 
upon to pursue his journey; though indeed 
I thought they had clapped such a spoke in 
his wheel, as had disatJled him from being 
a coachman for that day at least: for I am 
onlv ntistaken, Mr. Spec, if some of these 
endorsements were not wrote with so strong 
a hard that they are still legible. Upon my 
inquiring the reason of this unusual saluta-
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tion, they told me, that it was a custom 
amonc them, whenever they saw a brother 
tottenns or unstable in his po«, to lend 
him a hand, in order to settle him again 

1 therein. For my part , I thought their al-
leeations but reasonable, and so marched 

• off Besides our coachmen, we abound in 
divers other sorts of ingenious ^ b u s t yrath , 
who, 1 hope, will not take it ill it I defer 
Kivinff you an account of their several re-
creauors to another opportunity. In the 
mean time, if you would but bestow a little 
of your wholesome advice upon our coach-
men, it might perhaps be a reprieve to 
someof thc i rnccks . As I undsrstand you 

• have several inspectors under you, it you 
• would but send one amongst us here m the 

Temple, I am persuaded he would not 
want employment But I leave this to your 
own conaderation, and am, sir, your hum-
ble servant, . J ^ I O S E S G R E E N B A G . 

' P S 1 have heard our critics in the 
coffee-house hereabout talk mightily of the 
uniiY of t ime and place. According to my 
notion of the matter, I have endeavoured 
at something like it in t he beginning ot my 
epistle. I desire to be informed a litue as 
to that particular. In my next I design to 
eive you some account of excellent water-
men. who are bred to the law, and tar 
outdo tlie land students above-mentioMcL 
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—You dr ive tb« j c s l too fir.—i>i^<te«. 

MT friend Will Honevcomh has told mc, 
for abrut this half veur,'that he had a great 
mind to try his hand at a Spectator, and 
that he would fain have one nf his wnting 
in mv works. This morning I received the 
following letter, which, after havmg recti-
fied some little orthographical mistakes, I 
shall make a present of to the public 

'DEAR SPEC,—I was about two nights 
atco in company with very agreeable young 
people of both sexes, where, talkingof some 
of vour papers which are written on conju-
gal love, there arose a dispute among us, 
whether there were not more bad husbands 
in the world than bad wives. A gentleman, 
who was advocate for the ladies, took this 
occasion to tell us the story of a famou? 
siege in Germany, which 1 have since found 
related in my historical dictionary, atter 
the following mannrr. When the emperor 
Conrade the Third had besieged Guelphus, 
duke of Bavaria, in the city of Hensburg, 
the women, tinding that the town c ^ l d not 
posably hold out long, petitioned the em-
peror that they might depart out ol it, with 
so much as each of them could carry, 1 he 
emperor, knowing they could not convey 

V O L . I I . 3 3 

awav many of their cffGCts, granted them 
their petition: when the women, to his great 
surprise, came out of the place with every 
one her husband upon her back T h e em-
peror was so moved at the sight, that he 
burst into tears; and, after havmg very 
much extolled the women for their conju-
gal affection, gave the men to their wives, 
and received the duke into his favour. 

' T h e ladies did not a little t n u m p h at 
this stoi-v, asking us at the same time, 
whether ' in our consciences we believed 
that the men in any town in Great Britain 
would, upon the same offer, and at the 
same conjuncture, have loaden themselves 
with their wives; or rather, whether they 
would not have been glad of such an oppor-
t u o i t v t o g e t r i d o f t h c m ? T o this my very 
eocd" friend, Tom Dapperwit, who took 
Spon him to be the mouth of our sex, replied 
tha t thev would be very much to bUmc it 
they would not do the same good office for 
the women, considering that their strength 
would be greater, and their burdens l i g h t s . 
As we were amuang ourselves with dis-
courses of this nature, in order to pass away 
the evening, which now begins to grow t ^ 
dious, we feU into that laudable and primi-
tive diversion of questions and commands. 
I was no sooner vested with the regal au-
thority, but I enjoined all the ladies, under 
p ^ n of my displeasure, to tell the company 
ngeniousfy, in case they had been at the 
siege above-mentioned, and had the same 
offers made them as the good women ol 
that place, what every one of them would 
have Drought off with her, and have thought 
most worth the saving? T h e r e were seve-
ral merrv answers made to my quesura, 
which eni:ertaine<l us until bed-time. 1 his 
filled my mind with such a huddle of ideas, 
that . M m my going » sleep, I fell into the 

H T s ^ l f t X c f this island, which shall 
be nameless, invested on e v e i j side, and 
the inhabitants of it so f r a i n e d as to cry 
for quarter. T h e general ^ u s e d any rther 
terms than those g r a n t ^ to the above-
mentioned town of Hensburg, namely, that 
the married women might come out with 
what thev could bring along with them. 
Immediately the city gates flew opw, and 
a female procession appeared, multitudes 
of the sex followed one another m a row, 
and staggering under their respective bur-
dens i took mv stand upon an eminence 
in the enemy"'' camP. which was apiwnted 
fnr the general rendezvous of these temale 
rarr iersfbeing very desirous to look into 
thS^^ seVeralladings. T h e first of them 
had a huge sack upon her shoulders, whicn 

set down with great care. Upon the 
opening of it, when I expected to have seen 
h^rhusband shot out oTit, 1 found it was 
filled with china-ware. T h e next a p p p r e d 
in B more decent figure, carp'ing a hand-
some voung fellow upon her back: I could 
not forbear commending the young woman 
for her conjugal affection, when, to my 
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great surprise, I found tha t she had left tl\e 
good man at home, and brought away her 
fa l lant . I saw the third, at some distance, 
with a little withered face peeping over her 
shoulder, whom I could not suspect for any 
but h e r spi^use, until upon her setting h im 
down I heard her call him dear pug, and 
found him to be her favourite monkey. A 
fourth brought a huge bale of cards along 
with her, and the fifth a B o l c ^ a lap-dog; 
for her liusband, it seems, being a very 
burly man, she thought it would be less 
trouble for her to bring away little Cupid. 
T h e next was the wife of a rich usurer, 
loaden with a bag of gold; she told us that 
her spouse was very old, and by the course 
of na ture could not expect to live long; 
and tha t to show her tender regards for 
him, she had saved tha t which the poor 
man loved better than his life. T h e Tiext 
came towards us with her son upon her 
back, who, we were told, was the greatest 
r a k e in the place, but so much the mother ' s 
darling, that she left h e r husband behind 
with a l a t^e family of hopeful sons and 
daughters, for t he sake of this graceless 
youtii. 

' I t wouldbe endless to mention the seve-
ral persons, with their several loads, that 
appeared to me in this strange vision. All 
t he place about me was covered with packs 
of nbands , brocades, embroidery, and ten 
thousand other materials, sufficient to have 
furnished a whole street of toy-shops. One 
of t he women, having a husband, who was 
none of the heaviest, was bringing him off 
upon her shoulders, at the same time that 
she carried a great bundle of Flanders lace 
under her a r m ; but finding herself so over-
loadcn, that she could not save both of 
them, she dropped the good man, and 
brought away the bundle. In short, I found 
bu t one husband among this great moun-
tain of baggage, who was a lively cobbler, 
t h a t kicked and spurred all the while his 
wife was carrying him on, and, as it was 
said, h e had scarce passed a day in bis life 
without giving her the discipline of ^ e 
s t rap. 

' I cannot conclude my letter, dear Spec, 
without telling thee one very odd whim in 
this my dream. I saw, m e t h o u ^ t , a dozen 
women employed in bringing ofr one man; 
I could not guess who it should be, until 
upon his nearer approach I discovered thy 
short phiz. T h e women all declared tha t 
it was for t he sake of thy works, and not 
thy person, tha t they brought thee oif, and 
tha t it was on condition that thou shouldst 
continue the Spectator. If thou thinkest 
th i s dream will make a tolerable one, it 
is a t thy service, from, dear Spec, thine, 
sleeping and wakinc, 

' W I L L H O N E Y C O M B . ' 

T h e ladies will see by this letter what I 
have often told them, tha t W i l l is one of 
those old-fashioned men of wit and plea-
sure of the town, that shows his parts by 

raillery on marriage, and one who has often 
tried his fortune tha t way without success. 
I cannot however dismiss this let ter , with-
out observing, tha t t he true story on which 
it is built does honour to tlie sex, and that, 
in order to abuse them, the writer is obliged 
to have recourse to dream and fiction. 

O . 
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' SIB,—You, who are so well acqu^TED 
with the s t o ^ of Socrates, must have read 
how, upon his making a discourse concern-
ing love, h e pressed his point with so much 
success, tha t all t he bachelors in his au-
dience took a resolution to m a n y by the 
first opportunity, and tha t all the married 
men immediately took horse ana galloped 
home to their wives. I am apt to think your 
discourses, in which you have drawn so 
many agreeable pictures of marriage, have 
had a very good effect this way in England. 
W e are obliged to you, at least, for having 
taken off that scnsdess ridicule, which for 
many years t he witlings of the town have 
turned upon their fa thers and mothers. For 
my own par t , I was bom in wedlock, and 
I do not care who knows it; for which rea-
son, among many others, I shouldlook upon 
myself as a most insufferable coxcomb, did 
I endeavour to maintain that cuckoldom 
was inseparable f rom marriage, or to make 
use of husband and wife as t e rms of re-
proach. Nay, sir, I will go one step far-
ther, and declare to you, before t he whole 
world, t l iat I am a married man, and at 
the same time I have so much assurance as 
not to be ashamed of what I have done. 

•Among the several pleasures tha t ac-
company this state of life, in which you 
have described in your former papers, 
there are two you have not taken notice of, 
and which are seldom cast into the account 
by those who write on this subject. You 
must have observed, in your speculations 
on human nature, that nothing is more 
gratifying to the mind of man than power 
ordoinniion; and t h i s l t h i n k myself amply 
possessed of, as I am the father of a family. 
I am perpetually taken up in giving out 
orders, in prescribing duties, in hearing 
parties, in administering justice, and in dis-
tributing rewards and punishments. T o 
speak in the language of the centurion, I 
say unto one. Go, and he goeth; and to an-
otiier. Come, and he cometh; and to my 
servant, Do this, and he doeth it. In short, 
sir, I look upon my family as a patriarchal 
sovereientv. in which I am myself both 
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king and priest. All grea t ^ v e m m C T l s 
are nothing else b u t clusters of these little 
private royalties, and therefnre I consider 
the masters of families as small deputv-
Kovemovs, presiding over the several little 
parcels and divisions of t h c r fellow-sub-
ects. A s I t ake great pleasure in t h e 

administration of m y government in pa r -
ticular, so I look upon myself not only as a 
more useful, but as a much g r e y e r and 
happier man than any bachclor m England 
of my rank and c o n d i t i o . 

' T h e r e is another accidental advantage 
in marriage, vfhich has likewise fallen to 
mv share; 1 m e a n t h e having a mult i tude 
c ? children. T h e s e I "nn -^S^u t r e g a ^ as 
very ereat blessings. W h e n I see rny little 
tro6p%efore roe, f rejoice in t h e additions 
which I have made to m y species, to m y 
country, and to m y religion, in h a n n g pro-
duced "such a number of reasonable c rea -
tures. citizens, and Christ ians. I am p l e ^ d 
to see myself thus pe rpe tua ted ; and as 
there is no production comparal)le to that 
nf a human creature , I a m mere proud ot 
h i v i n r been t h e occasion of ten such glori-
ous productions, t han if I had built a hun-
dred pyramids a t m y own expense, or 
published as manv volumes of t h e hiiest 
wit and learning. In w h a t a beaut i ful l ight 
has the holy scr ip ture represented A M w , 
one of the judges of Israel , who h a d forty 
sons and t l i i r ty grandsons, tha t r ^ e on 
threescore and ten ass colts, according to 
the magnificence of the eastern countries! 
How must the hear t of the old man rejoice, 
when he saw such abeaut i fu l proccssion ot 
his own descendants, such a numerous ca-
valcade of his own raising! F o r m y own 
par t , I can sit in m v own par lour wi th grea t 
content when 1 t ake a review of half a dozCT 
of my li t t le boys mounting upon hobby 
horses, and of as many little girls tuwr ing 
their babies, each of tliem endeavourmg to 
excel t h e rest , and to do somethmg tha t 
may ga inmyfavourandapproba t io i i . I c a n -
n r t question but h e who has blessed roe 
with so manv children, will assist roy en-
deavoi.i-s in ^ v i d i n g for them. I here is 
one thing I am able to give each of t hem, 
which is a vir tuous education. l tmnR. ii. is 
Sir Francis Bacon's obsen-ation, t ha t in a 
numerous family of children, t h e eldest is 
cften spoiled bv the prospect of an estate, 
and the youngek by being the da rhng of the 
parents ; but t ha t some one or o ther in the 
middle, who has not pe rhaps been r ^ a r d -
ed. has made his way in t h e world, and 
overtopped t h e rcsu I t is roy business to 
implant in even- one of m y children the 
same seeds o f ' indus tn ' . and t n e same 
honest principles. By this means I think I 
ha-.e a fair chance, t ha t one or o ther of 
them may grow considerable m some way 
or other of'life, w h e t h e r it be m the a rmy, 
or in the fleet, in t r a d e or any of t h e th ree 
learned prf^essioiis; forvou must know, sir, 
that , frc^n long experience and observation, 
1 am persuaded of what seems a paradox 

to most of those with whom I c o n v e r ^ . 
namely, tha t a m a n w h o has many chil-
d ren ! a i d g i ' s ^ them a S i f l f^uc-.U^on, is 
mor^ likely to raise a family, than h e w h o 
h a V h u t o n e ^ o t w i t h s t a n d h g h e leaves h i m 
his whole estate. F o r th i s reason, I cannot 
K r amusing myself witlt fi-'d'^^ » 
general , an admiral , or an a l d e r m ^ of 
London, a divine, a physician, o r a lawyer , 

, among m y little people who ar® P®^ 
h a p s in petticoats; and wlien I ««« ^^^ 
ther ly airs of m y little daughte rs when tliey 
a re playing wi th the i r puppets , I cannot 
but Matter mvself t ha t their husbands and 
children -willbe h a p p y in the possession ol 
such wives and mothers. 

• If you are a fa the r , you will not pe rhaps 
th ink this le t ter imper t inent ; but it you a re 
a single man , you will not know the mean-
ine ol it, and probably throw it into thef i rc . 
\ ^ h a t e v e r you determine of it , you may 
assure youri- l f t ha t i t comes fr^vnjme w l ^ 

O . 
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Dnnini: »d I ' p«tj.'n«» 
a u i c a u i d e o r n g e r . e . t ^ f t ^ , 9 

A s some of the finest compositions among 
the ancients a re in allegorv", 1 have endea-
voured, in several of my papers , to revive 
tha t way of writing, and hope I have not 
been al together unsuccessful in it; tor J hna 
t h e r e is a lways a grea t demand w r 
par t icular papei-s, ^nd camiot but o b ^ r v e 
{hat several authors have e n d ^ v o u r e d ^ 
late to excel in works of this 
Among those. 1 do not know any one who 
h a ^ su lceeded be t te r than a v e r ) - j n ^ m o u s 
CTntleman, to whom I am obliged for t h e 
S t o m ^ r p i e c e . and who was the author of 
the vision in the 460th pape r . 

How are we tor tured with the absence 
of wha t we covet to poswss, when it ap -
p e a l to be lost to us! W hat cxcumcms 
does the soul m a k e in imagination af ter it! 
and how does it turn into itself arain, more 
M i s h l v fond and dejected a t t l ie disap-
^ ^ ^ I n l . O u r grief, instead of having re -
Mursc to reason, which might restrain it, 
searches to find a far ther nourishment, i t 
caUs upon roemorv to re la te the several 
na^'saees and circumstances of satisfaction 
which we forroerly enjoyed; the pleasures 
wf. purchased bv those riches tha t a re 
taken f rom us; o r ' the power and splendour 
of our depar ted honours; or t h e voice, the 
words, the looks , the t empe r and aflections 
of our fr iends t ha t a re deceased. U needs 
must happen f rom hence t ha t the passion 
sliould often swell to such a size as to burs t 
the hear t which conbuiis it, if t ime did not 
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make these circumstanccs less strong and 
lively, so that reason should become a rnnrc 
equal match for the passion, or if another 
desire which becomes mnrc present ilid not 
overpower tliem with a livelier representa-
tion. These a re thoughts which 1 had 
•when I fell into a kind cf vision uprm this 
subject, and may therefore stand for a pro-
p e r introduction to a relation of it. 

I found myself upon a naked shore, with 
company whose afflicted countenances wit-
nes."!ed their conditions. Before us flowed a 
water , deep, silent, and called the river of 
Tea r s , which, issuing from two fountains 
on an upper ground, encompassed an island 
that lay before us. T h e boat which plied 
in it was old and shattered, having heen 
sometimes overset by the impatience and 
haste of sin.sle passengers to .irrive at the 
other side. Th i s immediately was brought 
to us by Misfortune who steers it, and we 
were ail preparing to take our places, when 
the re appeared a wotnin of a nr.ild and 
composed bchavioiir, who began to deter 
us from it, by representing the d a n ^ r s 
which would attend our voyage. Hereupon 
some whoknew h e r for Patience, and some 
of those too who until then cried the Inud-
est, were persuaded by her , and returned 
back . T h e rest of us went in, and she 
(whose good-nature would not suffer her to 
forsake persons in trouble) desired leave to 
accompany us, tha t she mieht at least ad-
minister some small comfort or advice 
while we sailed. W e were no sooner em-
ba rked but the boat was pushed off, the 
sheet was spread; and being filled with 
sighs, which a re the winds of that country, 
•we made a passage to the far ther bank, 
through several difficulties of which the 
most of us seemed utterly regardless. 

W h e n we landed, we perceived the 
island to be strangely overcast with fogs, 
which no brightness could ])ierce, so that 
a kind of gloomy horror sat always brood-
ing overit . Th i s had something in it very 
shocking to easv tempers , insomuch that 
some others, whom Patience had by this 
t ime g a i n ^ over, left us here, and privily 
conveyed themselves round the verge of the 
island'to find a ford by whichshe told them 
they might escape. 

For my part , I still went along with 
those who were for picrcing Into the cen-
t re of the place; and joining ourselves to 
others whom we found upon the samejour-
nev, we marched solemnly as at a funeral, 
through bordering hedges of rosemary, and 
through a p-ove of yew-trees, which love 
to overshadow tomfcs and flourish in the 
church-yards. H e r e we heard on even ' 
side the wal ings and complaints of several 
of the inhabitants, who had cast them-
selves disconsolately at the feet of trees; 
and as we chanced to approach anv of these 
•we might perceive them wringing their 
h&iids, heating their breasts, tearing their 
hair , or after some other manner, visibly 
agitated with vexation. Our sorrows were 

lieightened by the influence of what we 
heard and saw, and one of our number •was 
wruucht up to such a pitch ofwildness, as 
to talk of hanging himself upon a bough ' 
which shot temptinglv across the path we 
travelled in; but he was restrained from it 
by the kind endeavours of our above-men-
tioned companion. 

W e had now gotten into the most duslty 
silent par t of the island, and by the redou-
bled sounds of si?hs, which made a doleful 
whistling in the branches, the thickness of 
air, which occasioned faintish respiration, 
and the violent throbbings of hear t wliich 
more and more affected us, we found that 
we approached the Grotto of Grief. It was 
a wide, hollow, and melancholy cave, sunk 
deep in a dale, and •watered by rivulets 
that had a colour between red and black, 
These crept slow and half congealed 
amongst its windings, and mixed their 
heavy murmurs with the echo of groans 
that rolled through all the passages. In 
the most retired parts of it sat the doleful 
being herself; the path to her •was strewed 
with goads, stings, and thorns; and her 
throne on which she sat was broken into a 
rock, •with ragged pieces pointing upwards 
for her to lean upon. A heavy mist hung 
r.bnve he r ; her head oppressed with it re-
clined upon her arm. T h u s did she reign 
over her disconsolate subjects, full of her-
self to stupiditv, in eternal pensiveness, and 
the profoundest silence. On one side of her 
stood Di'jection, just dropping into a swoon, 
and Paleness, wasting to a skeleton; on the 
other side were Care in^wardly tormented 
with imaginations, and Anguish suffering 
outward troubles to suck the blood from 
her hear t in the shape of vultures. T h e 
whole vault had a genuine dismalncss in it, 
which a f e w scattered lamps, whose blueish 
flames ai-ose and sunk in their urns, dis-
covered to our eves with increase. Some 
of us fell down, overcome and spent with 
what thev suffered in the way, and were 
given over to those tormenters that stood 
on ei ther hand of the presence; others 
galled and mortified with pain, recovered 
the entrance, where Patience, whom we 
had left beMnd, was still w^t ing to re-
ceive us. 

W i t h her (whose company was now be-
come more m t e f u l to us bv the want we 
had found of he r ) we winded round the 
grotto, and ascended at the back of it, out 
of the mournful dale in whose bottom it lay. 
On this eminence we halted, by her advice, 
to pant for brea th ; and lifting our eyes, 
which until then were fixed downwards, 
felt a sullen sort of satisfaction, in observ-
ing, through the shades, what numbers had 
entered the island. Th i s satisfaction, which 
appears to have ill-nature in it, was ex-
cusable, because it happened at a time 
when we were too much taken up with our 
own concern, to have respect to that of 
others; and therefore we did not consider 
them as suffering, but ourselves as not suf-
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ferine in the most forlorn estate. It had 
also the Rfmnd-work of humanity and c o i ^ 
passion in it, though the m.nd « a s t h e n 
Sark and too deeply 
i t ; b u t a s w e p r o c e e d e d o n w a r d , i t b e g a n t o 
d i s c o v e r i t s e l f , a n d , f r o m o b s e r v i n g t h a t 
o t h e r s w e r e u n h a p p y - , w e c a m e t o q u e s t i < m 
o n e a n o t h e r , w h e n i t " ^ s ^ h a t w e n i e ^ a n d 
w h a t w e r e t h e s a d o c c a s i o n s t h a t b r o u g h t 
n s t o g e t h e r . T h e n w e h e a r d o u r s t o n e s , 
a n d c o m p a r e d t h e m , w e m u t u a l l y g a v e 
a n d r e c e i v e d p i t y , a n d s o b y d e g r e e s b e -
c a m e t o l e i - a b l e c o m p a n y . 

A considerable part of the troublesome 
n-ad was thus deceived; at length the 
ines among the trees grew larger, the air 
S l ^ e d t h t o e r , it lav with less oppression 

tracks in it of a lighter 
breakines of day. short in duration, much 
e n " & a n / ' c a l l e d in that c o u n t y 
eleams of amusement. VMttim a snu^ 
wWle t h e « eleams began to appear more 

brigSter and of a l o n ^ 
c J i n u a n c e t the sighs hitherto filled 
the air with so much d o l e f u l n e s s , altered to 
the sound of common breezes, and m gene-
ra! the horrors of the 

When we had arrived at last at the f o r f 

bv which we were to pass 
those fashionable mourners who had l^en 
ferried over along with us, who, be ^ 
unwilline to go as far as we, had coa ted 
b r ^ h r s h o r e ^ f i n d t h e place, ' h e r e they 
waited our coming; t h a t ^ y f ' ^ ^ ' ^ S 
<iplve3 to the world only at the time wnen 
w H i d they might seem also to have been 
Tmong the troubles of the grotto. Here the 
S t h a t ^ l l e d on the other ^-de so deep 
and silent were much dried up. and it was 
an easier matter for us to wade over. 

T h e river being crossed, we were re-
ceived upon the farther bank by 
and acquaintance, whom Comfort had 
brought out to congratulate our appea rand 
in t h i world again. Some of t h ^ l a m ^ 
us for staying so long away 
others advised us against all 
Roirg back; ever>' one wa« f 
?enew our trov.wk by asking Particu-
l a r of the journey; and all concluded that, 
n c L e o^ so much melancholy ^ d afflic-

tion, we could not hav^e made c h o W a 
fitter companion than Patience, t l e r e / a 
tience, appearing serene at her W s 
delivered us over to Comfort- Comfort 
smiled at his receiving the charge: mme-
diatelv the sky puipled on that side to 
whiclfhe tume'd. a ^ double day at once 
broke in upon me. 
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M e n o t h i n g but w h a t iliey 

W B F . N m e n r e a d , t h e y t a s t e t h e m a t t e r 
w i t h w h i c h t h e y a r e e n i e n a i n e d , a c c o r d i n g 

a s t h e i r o w n r e s p e c t i v e s t u d i e s a n d i n c l i n a -
rionfhave p r e p a r e d t h e m , a n d m a k e t h e i r 
S t i ^ s L c o ' W i n g l y . & m c , p e r u s i n g ^ 
m a n w r i t e r s , w o u l d find m t h e m , w h a t e v e r 
t h f s u b i e c t o f t h e d i s c o u r s e s w e r e , p a r t s 
w h i c h i m p l i e d t h e p - a n d e u r o t h a t 
i n t h e i i - w a r f a r e , o r t h e i r p o l i t i c s . A s l o r 
m v w i t , w h o a m a m e t ^ S p e c t a t o r , 1 d r e w 
S i s m o i - n i n g c o n c l u s i o n s o f t h e i r e m i n e n c e 
I n w C i t l i n k g r e a t , t o w i t , m h a v i n g 
w o ^ h y s e n t i m e n t s , f r ^ m t h e r e a d i n g ^ ^ 
3 o f T e r e n c e . T h e p U y w a s t h e S c l f -
T o m e n t o r . I t i s f r o m t h e b . g m m n g t o t h e 
p n d a t j c r f e c t p i c t u r e o f h u m a n l i l c , o u t i 
d i d n o T o b s e n T e i n t h e w h o l e o n e p a s s a ^ 
? h a t c o u l d raise a l a u g h . H o w w e l - d i ^ 
r w s e d m u s t t h a t p e o p l e b e , w h o c c u l d b e 
S S T e d w i t h s a t k a c t i o n b y s o s o b e r 
S d i w l i t e m i r t h ! I n t h e first s c e n e o f t h e 
^ m & y , w h e n o n e o f t h e o l d m e n a c c u s e s 
? h r S h e r o f i m p e r t i n e n c e f o r i n t e r p o s i n g m 
L i s X i r e . h e ' ^ i s w e r s . ' I a m a m a n . a n d 
c l L o t h e l p f e e l i n g a n y s o r r o w t h a t c a n 

a ? r i i e a t m L . - I t i s s a i ' d t h i s « n t e n c e w ^ 
r « e i v e d w i t h a n u n i v e r s a l a p p l a u s e T h e r e 
r a n n o t b e s g r e a t e r a r g u m e n t o f t l i e g e n e -
" " S d u n d l r s t a n d i n g ' o f a p e o p l e t h ^ a 

t o g i v e t h e i r a p p r o b a o n o f 

a s e n t i m e n t w h i c h h a s n o 
i t w e r e s p o k e n w i t h e v e r s o g r e a t a k i U m 
i h n S o r f t h e m a n n e r o f « t e r i n g t h a t ^ n -
t e n c e c o u l d h a v e n o t h i n g m i t w f i i c h c o u d 
s t r i k e a n y b u t p e o p l e o f t h e g r e a e s t h u -

n a v p e o p l e e l e g a n t a n d s k i l f u l i n 
I t i V - i b l e h e m i g h t 

h ^ e l a i d h i s h a n d o n h i s b r e a s t , a n d , w i t h 
a w i n n i n g i n s i n u a t i o n h i h i s c o u n t c n a n c e , 
e x p r e s s e d t o h i s n e i g h b o u r t h a t h e a 
m a n w h o m a d e h i s c a s e h i s o w n ; y e t ! w J l 
e n g a g e a p l a v e r i n C o v e n t - g a r d e n n u ^ t 

h ^ ^ s f c h a n a t t i t u d e a t h o u s a n d t i m e s ^ -
f o r e h e w o u l d h a v e b e e n • ' e g a r d c d . 1 h a v e 
h e a r d t h a t a m i n i s t e r o f s t a t e t h e m g n 
rfqueen E l i z a b e t h h a d a l l 
a n d b a l l a d s b r o u g h t t o h i m , o f w h a t k i n d 

s o e v e r , a n d t o o k g r e a t ^ ^ i T u e 
t h e v t i > k w i t h t h e . p ^ p l e ; ^ h ' . h h^^ 
w o u l d , a n d c e r t a i n l y roigl t . " c r y / ' ^ ' 
i u d e e o f t h e i r p r e s e n t d i s p o s i t i o n s , a n d t h e 
^ " S ^ P ^ r ' w ^ y o f a p p l y i n ^ h e ^ ^ 
i n e t o h i i o w n p u r p o s e s . \ \ h a t p a s s e s ^ 
t h l ^ a g e . a n d t h e r e c e p t i o n i t m e e t s w t h 
f r o m t h e a u d i e n c e , i s a v e r y u s e f u l i n s t r u c -
t l T o f t h i s W n d . A c c o r d i n g t o w h a t y o u 
r C v o b s e W e o n o u r s t a g e , y o u s e c t h e m 
X ' n m o « d s o d i r e c t l y ' a g a i n s t a l l c o m -
m ^ s e n s e a n d h u m a n i t y , . t h a t y c u w o u l d b e 
a n t t o n r o n o x i n c e u s a n a t i o n o f s a v a g e s , i t 
c a n n « te c a l l e d a m i s t a k e o f w h a t i s p l e a -
s r , " u t t h e v e r y c o n t r a r y t o i . i s v ^ h a t 
m o s U s s u r e d l y t a k e s w i t l i t h e m . T b e " t h e r 
n i e h t , a n e l d w o m a n c a r r i e d o f f w i t h a p a m 
I n s i d e , w i t h a l l t h e d i s t o r t i o n s a n d a n -
e u i s h o f c o u n t e n a n c e w h i c h i s n a t u r a l t o 

t h a t c o n d i t i o n , l a u ^ . f ^ " ^ d o n e i n t t i a t c o n a i t i o n , W M • • ' - I ^ - - — _ —— 
d a p ^ d o f f t h e s t a g e - T h e n c e "s c o m e d y ^ 

" . « me alienuui pulo-
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which I am speaking of, is indeed written 
as if lie hoped to please none but such as 
had as good a taste as himself. 1 could not 
but reflect u p m tlie natural description of 
the innocent youn^ woman made by the 
servant to his master. • VV'hen I came to 
the house,' said he, ' an old woman opened 
the door, and I followed her in, because 1 
could, by entering upon them unawares, 
better observe what was your mistress's 
ordinarj- manner of spending her time, the 
only way of judging any one's inclinations 
and genius. I found her at her needle in a 
sort of second mourning, wliich she wore 
for an aunt she had lately lost. She had 
nothing on but what showed she dressed 
only for herself. Her hair hun? negligently 
about her shoulders. She had none of the 
arts with which others use to set them-
selves off, but had that negligence of person 
which is remarkable in those whoare care-
ful of their minds. Then she had a m d d 
who was at work near her that was a i a t -
tem, because her mistress was careless; 
which I take to be another argument of 
y ^ r security In her ; for the go-betweens 
of women of intrigue are rewaroed too well 
to be dirty- W h e n you were named, and 
I told her you desired to see her, she threw 
down her work for joy, covered her face, 
and decently hid her tears. ' He must be 
a veiT good actor, and draw attention ra-
ther from his own character than the words 
of the author, that could gain jt among us 
for this speech, though so full of nature and 
good sense. 

T h e intolerable folly and confidence of 
players putting in w o r ^ of their own, does 
in a great measure feed the absurd taste of 
the audience. But however that is, it Is 
onlinary for a cluster of coxcombs to take 
u p the house to themselves, and equally 
insuk both the actors and t)ie company. 
These savages, who want all manner of re-
gard and deference to the rest of mankind, 
come only to show themselves to us, with-
out any ether purpose than to let us know 
thev despise us. 

T h e gross of an audience is composed 
of two sorts of people, those who know no 
pleasure but of the bodv, and those who 
improve or command corporeal pleasures, 
by the addition of fine sentiments of the 
mind. A t present, the intelligent part of 
the company are whoUv subdued by the 
insurrections of those who know no satis-
factions but what they have in common 
with all other animals. 

This is the reason that when a scene 
tending to procreation is acted, you see 
the whole pit in such a chuckle, and old 
letchers, with mouths open, stare at those 
loose gesticulations on the stage with 
shameful earnestness: when the justest 
pictures of human life in its calm dignity, 
and the properest sentiments for the con-
duct of it, pass by like mere narratimi, as 
conducing only to somewhat much better 
which is to come after. I have seen the 

whole house at some timps in so proper a 
disposition, that indeed I have trembled 
for the boxes, and feared the entertain-
ment wnuld end In a representation of the 
rape of the Sablnes. 

I would not be understood in this talk to 
argue that nothing is tolerable on the stage 
but what has an immediate tendency to the 
promotion of virtue. On the contrarv, I 
c.an allow, provided there is nothing against 
the interests of virtue, and is not olT^fiive 
to good manners, that things of an indiffer-
ent nature may be represented. For this 
reason I have no exception to the well-
drawn rusticities In the Country W a k e ; 
and tliere is something so miraculously 
pleasant in D o g ^ t ' s acting the awkward 
triumph and comic sorrow of Hob In differ-
ent circumstances, that I shall not be able 
to stay awav whenever it is acted. All that 
vexes me is, that the gallantry of taking 
the cudgels for Gloucestershire, with the 
pride of heart in tucking h i m s ^ up, and 
taking aim at his adversary, as well as the 
other's protestation in the humanity of low 
romance, that he could not prnthise the 
'squire to break Hob's head, but he would, 
if he could do it in love; then flourish and 
begin: I say what vexes me is, that such 
excellent touches as these, as well as the 
'squire's being out of all patience at Holj's 
success, and venturing himself into the 
crowd, are circumstanccs hardly taken no-
tice of, and the height of the jest is only in 
the very point that heads are broken. I 
am cnnfident, were there a scene written, 
wherein Pinkethman should break his leg 
by wrestling with Bullock, and Dicky 
come in to set it, without one word said but 
what should be according to the exact rules 
of surgery, in making this extension, and 
binding up his leg, the whole house should 
be in a roar of applause at the dissembled 
anguish of the patient, the help given by 
him who threw him down, and the handy 
address and arch looks of the surgeon. 
T o enumerate the entrance of ghosts, the 
embattling of armies, the noise of heroes 
in love, with a thousand other enormi-
ties, would be to transgress the bounds 
of this paper, for which reason it is possi-
ble they may have hereafter distinct dis-
courses; not forgetting any of the audience 
who shall set up for actors, and interrupt 
the play on the stage; and players who 
shall prefer the applause of fools to that of 
the reasonable part cf the company. T . 

Potlscrifit to the Spectator, M. 502. 
N. B. There are in the play of the Self-

Tor^lcntor of Terence, which is allowed a 
most excellent comwiv, several Incidents 
which would draw tears fi'om any man of 
sense, and not one which would move his 
lauehtsr.—Spect. In folio. No. 521. 

This speculation, No. 502, is controvert-
ed in the Guard. No. 59, bv a writer under 
the fictitious name of John Lizard; perhaps 
Doctor Edw. Young. 
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>'o. 503.] Tuesday, Octobn7, i r i 2 . 
Del« I doiii uO nnili<T5-

Ter. Eun. Act ii. ?«. 3. 
u t of my t h o o s h n all m« P r ' i m h ' r i y f t i r w t r d Ib lo t 

Bory of w o m i n k i n d . 
•MR SPECTATOR,—YOU have often 

mentioned witli op-eat vehemoice and in-
dignation the misbehaviour of people at 
church; but I am at present to talk to you 
on that s^ibject, and complain to you of one, 
whom at the same time I know not what tn 
accuse of, except it be locking too well 
there, and divertinc; the eyes of the congre-
fratinn to that one object. However, 1 have 
this to sav, that she might have staid at her 
own parish, and not come to perplex those 
who are otherwise intent upon their duty. 

'Las t Sunday was seven-night 1 went 
into a church not far from Lcndon-bndge; 
but I wish 1 had been contented W go to my 
own parish, I am sure it had been better 
for mc; 1 say I went to church thither, ^ d 
got into a pew very near the pulpi t I had 
hardlT been accommodated with a seat, 
before there entered into the aisle a young 
ladv in Ihe very bloom of vouth and beauty, 
and dressed in the most elegant manner 
imaginable. Her form was such that it 
engaged the eyes of the whole congrega-
tion in an instant, and mine among the rest. 
Though we were all thus fixed upon her , 
she was not in the least out of countenance, 
or under the least disorder, though unat-
tended by any one, and not seeming to 
know particularlv where to place herself. 
However, she had not in the least a c ^ f i -
dent aspect, but moved on with the most 
graceful modesty, every one making way un-
til she came to a seat just ovcr-against that 
in which I was placerf. T h e deputy of the 
ward sat in that pew, and she stood oppo-
ate to him, and at a glance into the seat, 
though she did not appear the least ac-
quainted with the gentleman, was let in, 
with a confusion that spoke much admira-
tion at the noveltT of the thing. 1 he ser-
vice immediatclv'began, and she composed 
herself for it with an air of so much good-
ness and sweetness, that the c ^ f e ^ i o n 
which she uttered, so as to be heard where 
we sat, appeared an act of humiliation 
more than she had occasion for. The truth 
is, her beautv had something so innoccnt, 
and vet so sublime, that we all gazed upon 
her like a phantom. None of the pictures 
which we behold of the best Italian paint-
ers have any thing like the spirit wh.ch 
appeared in iier countenancc, at the differ-
ent sentiments expressed in the several 
parts of divine servicc. Tliat gratitude and 
joy at a thanksgiving, that lowliness and 
sorrow at the prayers for the sick and dis-
tressed, that triumph at the pa rages which 
gave instances of the divine mercy, which 
appeared respectively in her aspect, will 
be in my meniorv to my last hour. 1 p ^ 
test to you, sir, that she suspended the de-
votion of every one aroiind her ; and the 
ease she did every thing with, soon dispers-

ed the churlish dislike and hesitation in 
approving what is excellent, too frequent 
among us, to a general attention and enter-
tainment in observing her behaviour. All 
the while that we were gazmg at her . she 
took notice of no object about her, but had 
an ar t of seeming awkwardly attentive, 
whatever else her eves were accidentally 
thrown upon. One thing indeed was par-
ticular, she stood the whole service, and 
never kneeled or sat; I do not question but 
that it was to show herself with the greater 
advantage, and set forth to better grace 
her hands and arms, lifted up with the 
most ardent devotion; and her bosom, the 
fairest that was ever seen, bare to observa-
tion; while she, you must think, knew no-
thing of the concern she gave others, any 
other than as an example of devotion, that 
threw herself out, without r emrd to dress 
or garment, all contrition, and loose of all 
worldly regards in ecstacv of devotion. 
Wel l ; now the organ was to play a volun-
tarv- and she was so skilful in music, and 
so touched with it, that she kep t time no* 
only with some motion of her head, but 
also with a different air in her countenanM. 
When the music was strong and bold, she 
looked exalted, but serious; when lively 
and airv, she was smiling and gracious; 
when the notes were more sett and lan-
guishing, she was kind and full of pity. 
W h e n she had now made it visible to the 
whole congregation, by her motion and 
ear, that she could dance, and she wanted 
now only to inform us that she could sing 
too; when the psalm was given out, he r 
voice was distinguished above all the rest, 
or rather people did not exert their own in 
order to hear her. Never was any heard 
so sweet and so strong. 1 he organist ob-
served it, and he thought fit to plav to her 
onlv, and she swelled every note, when she 
found she had thrown us all out, and had 
•he last verse to herself in such a manner 
as the whole congregation was mtent upon 
her. in the same manner as we see m the 
cathedrals they are on the p ^ n who 
sings alone the anthem. W e l l ; it came 
at 'last to the sermon, and our young lady 
would not lose her part m that neither: for 
she fixed her eve upon the preacher, and 
as he said any thing she approved, with 
one of Charles Mather 's fine tablets she 
set down the sentence, at once showing her 
"fine hand, the gold pen, her readiness_ in 
writing, and her judgment in choosing 
what to write. To sum up what 1 intend 
bv this long and particular account, I ap-
peal to yoii, whether it is reasonable that 
such a creaturc as this shall come from a 
rantv part of the town, and give herself 
such violent airs, to the disturbance ot an 
innocent and inoffensive congregation, witb 

her sublimities. T h e fact, 1 assiire you, 
was as I have related: but 1 had like to 
have forgot another very considerable par-
ticular. As soon as church was d;)ne, she 
immediately stepped out of her pew, and 
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fell into the finest pitty-patty air, forsooth, 
wondctfully out of countenance, tossing her 
head up and down, as she swam along the 
bodv of the church. I, with several others 
of the inhabitants, followed her out, and 
saw her hold up her fan to a hackney-
coach at a distance, who immediately came 
up to her, and she whipping into it with 
great nimbleness, pulled the door with a 
Bowing mien, as if she had been used to a 
better glass. She said aloud, " Y n u k n o w 
where to go," and drove off. By this time 
the best of the congregation was at the 
church-door, and I could hear some say, 
" A v e r y fine ladv;" others, " I ' l l warrant 
you she is tvo better than she should be :" 
and one verj ' wise old ladv said she ought 
to have been taken up. Mr. Spectator, I 
think this matter lies wholly before you: 
for the offence does not come under any 
law, though it is apparent this creature 
came among us only to give herself airs, 
and enjoy her full swing in being admired. 
I desire you may print this, that she may 
be confined to tier own parish; for I can 
assure you there is no attending any thing 
else in a place where she is a novelty. 
She has been talked of among us ever 
since, under the name of " t h e phantom:" 
but I would advise her to come no more: 
for there is so strong a party made by the 
women against her, that she must expect 
they will not be excelled a second time in 
so outrageous a manner, without doing her 
some insult Young women, who assume 
after this rate, and affect exposing them-
selves to view in congregations at the other 
end of the town, are not so mischievous, 
because they are rivalled by more of the 
same ambition, who will not let the rest 
of the company be particular: but in the 
name of the whole congregation where I 
was, I desire vou to keep ti>ese agreeable 
djstui-bances out of the city, where sobriety 
of manners is still preserved, and all glar-
ing and ostentatious behaviour, even in 
things laudable, discountenanced. I wish 
you may never see the phantom, and am, 
sir. your most humble servant, 

T : ' R A L P H W O N D E R . ' 

N a 504. ] Wednetday, Oclober 8, 1712. 
Lemifl t u U 9 8 , e t pulpemeDtiini Qiivria. 

Tcr. Eun. Act iii. Sc. 1. 

Von a r e a hare rouTKlf, a n d w a n t daiiiIiet,fi)r»>oth. 

IT is a great convenience to those who 
want wit to furnish out a conversation, that 
there is something or other in all ccmpanies 
where it is wanted substituted in its stead, 
which, according to their taste, does the 
business as well. Of this nature is the 
agreeable pastime in country-halls of cross 
purp'iscs, questions and commands, and the 
like. A little superior to these are those 
who can play at crambo, or cap verses. 
Then above them are such as can make 
verses, that is, rhyme; and among those 

who have the Latin tongue, such as use to 
make what they call golden verses. Com-
mend me also to those who have not brains 
enough for any of these exercises, and yet 
do not give up their pretensions to mirth. 
These can slap you on the back unawares, 
laugh loud, ask you how you do with a 
twang on your shoulders, say you are dull 
to-day, aii3 laugh a voluntary to put you in 
humour; not to mention the laborious way 
among the miner poets, of making things 
come into such and such a shape, as that of 
an egg, a hand, an axe, or anv thing that 
nobody had ever thought on before for that 
purpose, or which would have cost them a 
great deal of pains to accomplish if they 
did. But all tMse metho<ls, though they 
are mechanical, and may be a m v e d a t 
with the smallest capacity, do not serve an 
honest gentleman who wants wit for his 
ordinary occasions; therefore it is absolutely 
necessary that the poor in imaginatiai 
should save something which may be ser-
viceable to them at all hours, upon all com-
mon occurrences. T h a t which we call 
punning is therefore greatly affected by 
men of small intellects. These men need 
not be concerned with you for the whole 
sentence; but if they can say a quaint thing, 
or bring in a word which sounds like any 
one word you have spoken to them, they 
can turn the discourse, or distract you so 
that you cannot go on, and by consequence, 
if they cannot be as witty as you are, thev 
can hinder your being any wittier than they 
are. Thus if you talk of a candle, he ' can 
deal' with you; and if you ask him to help 
you to some bread, a punster should think 
himself very ' ill-bred if he did not; and if 
he is not as 'well-bred' as yourself, he 
hopes for ' grains' of allowance. If you do 
not understand that last fancy, you must 
recollect that bread is made of grain; and 
so they go on for ever, without possibility 
of being exhausted. 

There are another kind of people of small 
faculties, who supply want of wit with want 
of breeding; and bccause women are both 
by nature and education more offended at 
any thing which is immodest than we men 
are, these are ever harping upon things they 
ought not to allude to, and deal mightily in 
double meanings. Every one's own ob-
servation will s u r e s t instances enough of 
this kind, without my mentioning any; for 
your double meancrs are dispersed up and 
down through all parts of the town or city 
where there are any to offend, in order to 
set off themselves. "These men are mighty 
loud laughers, and held very pretty gentle-

! men with the sillier and unbred par t of 
: womankind. But above all already men-
tioned, or any who ever were, or ever can 
be in the world, the happiest and surest to 
be pleasant, are a sort of people whom we 
have not indeed lately heard much of, and 
those are your ' biters. 

A biter is one who tells you a thing you 
have no reason to disbelieve in itself, and 
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pe rhaps h a s given you, before h e b i t you, 
no reason to disbelieve it for his saying i t ; 
and, if you give h im credi t , laughs m your 
face, and t n u m p h s t h a t h e has deceived 
vou In a word , a bi ter is one who thinfcs 
YOU a fool, because you do not th ink hira a 
knave. T h i s description of h im one may 
insist upon to be a just one; for wliat else 
but a degree of knave ry is it, to depend 
upon deceit for wha t yon gain of another , 
be it in point of wit, or interest, o r any 
t V l i n ? c l d c 

T h i s way of wi t is called ' b i t ing, ' by a 
me taphor t a k e n f rom beas ts of p r ey , which 
devour l iarmless and u n a r m e d animals, and 
look upon t h e m as the i r food wherever they 
meet t W m . T h e sharpers about town v e ^ 
ingeniously understood themselves t o t e to 

bitinc, to expres s any explo i t where in they 
h a d over - reached any i n n w e n t and inad-
ver tent m a n of his purse . T h e s e rasca l s of 
late years h a v e been t h e gallants of the 
town, and ca r r i ed it w i th a fashionable 
haughty air, to t h e discouragement of 
modesty, and all honest arts. Shallow fops, 
who are governed by t h e eye, and admire 
everv th ing tha t s t ruts in vogue, took u p 
from" the sha rpe r s t h e p h r a s e of biting, and 
used it upon all occasions, e i ther to d i ^ w n 
any nonsensical stuff t hev should t a lk t h e m -
selves, o r evade t h e fo rce of wha t was r e ^ 
sonalily said by others. T h u s , w h e n one ot 
these cunning c rea tu res was entered into a 
debate w i th you, w h e t h e r i t was p racucab le 
in t h e presen t s u t e of afFdrs to accomplish 
such a proposition, and you thought h e had 
let fall w h a t destroyed h is side of t h e ques-
tion, as soon as you looked wi th an c a r o e ^ -
re s s r eady t o lay hold of it, he immediately 
cried, • B i t e , ' a n d y o u w e r e i m m e d i a t e l v t o 
acknowledge all t ha t p a r t was in jes t ; I hey 
car ry th i s to all t h e ex t ravagance imagin-
able; and if one of these witlings knows any 
par t icu la rs which m a y give author i ty to 
what h e says, h e is still t h e m o r e ingenious 
if h e imposes upon you r credulity- 1 re-
m e m b e r i r e m a r k a b l e instance of t tus kind. 
T h e r e c a m e up a sh rewd young fellow to 
a plain voung man, h i s countn-man, and 
taking him aside wi th a grave concerned 
countenance, goes on a t this r a t e . i see 
you he re , and have you h e a r d n o t h m g out 
k Yorkshire?—You look so su rpnsed , y ^ 
could not have h e a r d of i t — a i ^ 
par t iculars are such t h a t it cannot b e false: 
1 a m sorry I am got into it so f a r t ha t 1 
must tell you; but I k n o w not but i t may be 
for your service to know. On T u e s d a y last, 
just a f t e r dinner—you know his j n ^ n e r is 
to s m o k e - a p e n i n g ^ i s box, y o u H a t h e r fell 
down dead in an apop lexy . ' T h e y w t h 
showed t h e filial sorrow wfiich pe Upon which the wit ty man cr ied. Bite, 
the re w a s nothing in all this. , . 

T o put an end t o this silly, pernicious, 
frivolous way a t once, I will give A e reader 
one late instance of a bite, which no Diter 
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for t h e fu ture will ever be able to equal , 
though 1 hear t i lv wish h im t h e same occa-
sion I t is a superstition wi th some sur-
eeons who b e g t h e bodies of condemned 
malefactors, to go t o the gaol, and bargain 
for t h e carcase w i th t h e cr iminal himsclt . 
A good honest fellow did so last sessions, 
and was admit ted to t h e condemnt-d men 
on t h e morning wherein t h e v died. 1 he 
surgeon communicated his business, and 
fell into discourse wi th a l i t t le fellow, w h o 
refused twe lve shillings, and insisted u ! ^ 
fifteen for his body. T h e fellow, w h o killed 
the officer of N e w g a t e , ve ry forwardlv . ana 
l ike a man w h o was willing to w a l , to d 
h im, ' L o o k you, M r . Surgeon, tha t l i t t le 
d rv fellow, w h o has been half s tarved all his 
l ife and is now ha l t dead w i th fear , cannot 
answer your purpose . I eve r l ived 
h ighly and f ree ly , m y veins a re ful l , I h a v e 
not pined in impr isonment ; vou see m v 
c res t swells to your kn i fe ; and a f t e r J a c k 
C a t c h has done, upon my honour you wiU 
find m e as sound as e v ^ ^ ^ u l l ^ k i a n / 
of t h e marke t s . Come, for t w e n t y sMlrngs 
I am your m a n . ' Savs t h e surgeon, ' D : ^ , 
t h e r e ^ s a guinea . ' T h i s ro?^e took 
t h e money: and as Eoon as h e >iad it m_ lus 
fist, c r i e s , - Bi te ; 1 a m t o b e hung in chams. 

N o . 505. ] Thunday, October 9 ,1712. 

N o n h»!)eo d«ni(jue n s n c i m a r r a m 
N o n Yicano! »ru!p>W!. n o n de circo ««t ro l<cnj . 
V o n W»co» M.njMtore», non intetpn-tBS t o i n n . u i n : 
N o n e a i m s u n t i i . f l u t scienti®, a n t a r m d i y . n a . 
S r f supf tnl l t ioM v a l M , '•npu'lf?.!**'"'® " .Y. ' -^ ' . . . 

ftui pibi Mini ta in n o n »i.p.uni, alOTi 
Q u i b u s p o l l i c n l u r , a b . . . 
te dlYiliis deducan t dr .c l i j i i»m, r e d d a n t 

A u p i r s a n d s o o t h w y f " -
D i f m f K , and i n w r p w w r " of rtrMmt. 
I consul t , anrt hear t i ly 
V a i n their 10 more 
F o r " i n , a n T h e r - . scep . ; 

THOSE w h o have maintained t h a t men 
would be more miserable t han beasts , we re 
t h d hopeT confined to this life.only, a m o n g 
o ther c^ s ide ra t i ons ^ e notice t ha t t h e 
la t t e r are onlv afflicted wi th t h e anguish of 
Iv ip^resent evil, whereas t h e former a re 
v p w often pained by t h e reflection on what 
U rassed, and t h e fear of w h a t is to come. 
T h i s fear of any fu ture difficulties or mis -
f o r t m e s is so iiatui^l t o t h e mind, t ha t 
w r t ^ a man ' s sorrows and d i squ i^udes 
™ e d u p a t t h e end of his life, i t would 
S n e w l l y b e found t ha t h e had suffered 
^ o r e f r i m t h e apprehension of such evils 
as never happened to h im, t han f rom t h ^ e 
evils w h i c h ' ^ a d really befallen h im. T o 
th i s we may add . t ha t among »h<)se evils 
wWch befall us, t h e r e a re m a n y which h a v e 
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been more painful to us in tlie prospect, 
than by their actual pressure. 

T h i s natural impatience to look into f u -
turi ty, and to know what accidents may 
happen to us l iereaftcr , has given bir th to 
many ridiculovis a r t s and inventions. Some 
found thei r prescience on Che lines of a 
man ' s hand, othera on the features of his 
face: some cxi the signatures which nature 
has impressed on his body, and others on 
his own hand-wri t ing: some read men's for-
tunes in the stars, as others have searched 
a f te r them in t h e entrails of beasts, or t h e 
ilight of binls, M e n of the best sense have 
been touched more or less with these 
groundless horrors and presages of futurity, 
upon sui-veying the most indifferent w o r t s 
o nature. Can any thing be more surpris-
ing than to consider Cicero,* who made 
the greatest figure at t h e ba r and in t h e 
senate of the Roman Commonweal th , and 
at t h e same time outshined all the philoso-
p h e r s of antiquity in his l ibrary, and in 
his retirements, as busying himself in the 
college of augurs, and observing with a 
religious attention af ter wha t manner t h e 
chickens pecked t h e several grains of c o m 
which were thrown to them. 

Notwithstanding these follies are pre t ty 
well worn out of trie minds of the wise anil 
learned in the present age, multitudes of 
weak and ignorant persons arc still slaves 
to them. T h e r e are numberless a r t s of 
pi'edietion among t h e vulgar, which are 
too triiling to enumerate , and infinite ob-
servation of days, numbers, vcices, and 
figures, which are regarded by them as 
portents and pro<lipes. In short, every 
thing prophesies to the superstitious man ; 
the re is scarec a sti-aw, or a rusty piece of 
iron tha t lies in h is way by accident. 

I t is not to be conceived how many 
wizzards, gipsies, and cunning men, are 
dispersed through all Che counties and mar -
ket- towns of G r e a t Britain, not to mention 
t h e fortune-tellers and astrologers, who live 
very comfortably upon the curiosity of se-
vera l well-disposed persons in t h e cities of 
London and Westmins te r . 

Among the many pretended ar t s of divi-
nation, t he re is none which so universally 
amuses as that b y dreams, I have indeed 
observed in a late speculation, tha t there 
have been sometimes, upon very extraor-
dinaty occasions, supernatural revelations 
m a d e to certain persons by this means; bu t 
as it is t h e chief business of this pape r to 
root out popular errors, I must endeavour 
to expose the folly and superstition of those 
persons, who, in t h e common and ordinary 
course of life, lay any stress upon things of 
so u n c e r t ^ n , sliadowy, and chimerical a 
na ture . T h i s I cannot do more effectually 
than by the following letter , which is dateJl 
f ^ m a quar ter of the town tha t has always 

* Tliifl censurc o t Cic«to ee^mi To be UQfoundod; fhr 
H ifl t&iO of him, t h a i he woliciered h u w one augiLTCOUJd 
M^et lucKJier WIUIOUT l a u g b i n j in Uja foce. 

been the habitation of some prophet ic Plii-
lomath; it having been usual, t ime out of 
mind, for all such people as have lost the i r 
wits to resort to tha t place, ei ther for their 
cure or for their instruction. 

' Moorfields, Oct. 4, 1712. 
' MR. SPECTATOR,—Having long consi-

dered whe the r the re be any t rade wanted 
in this g rea t city, a f te r having surveyed 
very attentively all kinds of ranks and pro-
fessions, I do not find in any quar ter of the 
town an oneiro-critic, or , in plain English, 
an interpreter of dreams. F o r want of so 
useful a person, t he re arc several good peo-
ple who are very much puzzled in this pa r -
ticular, and dream a whole year together , 
without being ever t h e wiser for it. I hope 
I am pre t ty well qualified for this office, 
having studied by candle-light all the rules 
of a r t which have been Ifud down upon this 
subject. M y great uncle by my wife 's side 
was a Scotch higlilander, and second-sight-
ed, I have four fingers and two thumbs 
upon one hand, and was b o m on the longest 
night of t h e year. Mjr Christian and sur-
name b e a n and end with the same letters. 
I am lodged in Moorfields, in a house tha t 
for these fifty years has always been te-
nanted by a conjurer. 

' If you had been in company, so much as 
myself, with ordinary women of t h e town, 
you must know that t he re are many of them 
who every day in the i r lives, upon seeing 
or hear ing of any thing tha t is unexpected , 
cry, " M y dream is ou t ; " and cannot go to 
sleep in quiet the nex t night, until some-
thing or other has happened which has 
expounded t h e visions of the preceding one. 
T h e r e are others who are in very great 
pain for not being able to recover the cir-
cumstances of a d ream, tha t made strong 
impressions upon them while it lasted. In 
short, sir, there are many whose waking 
thoughts are wholly employed on thei r 
sleeping ones. F o r t h e benefit therefore of 
this curious and inquisitive pa r t of my fel-
low-subjects, I shatl in the first place tell 
those persons what they dreamt of, who 
fancy they never d ream at all. In t h e next 
)lace I shall m a k e out any dream, upon 
learing a single circumstance of i t ; and in 

the last place, I shall expound to t h e m t h e 
good or bad fortune which such d reams 

rrtend. If they do not presage good luck, 

shall d e a r e nothing for my p a n s ; not 
questioning at the same time, tha t those 

• who consult m e will be so reasonable as 
to afford m e a modera te share out of any 
considerable estate, profit , or emolument, 
which I shall discover to them. I interpret 
to ^ e poor for nothing, on condition that 
their names may be inserted in public ad-
vertisements, to attest the t ru th of such my 
interpretations. As for people cf quality) 
or o tncrs who are i nd i s^ sed , and do not 
care to come in person, I can interpret 
their dreams by seeing thei r water. I set 
a ade one day in the week for lovers; and 
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in terpre t by the prea t for any g e n l l e w ^ a n 
•who is turned of sixtv, af ter the ra te oi 
half-a-crown per weelv, witli tbe usual al-
l o w a n c e for good luck. I have several 
rooms and apar tments fitted up a t reasona-
ble rates, for such as have not conveniences 
for dreaming a t the i r own houses 

' T I T U S T R O P H O N I U S . 
' N, B. I a m not dumb . ' O . 

No. 506. ] Friday, October 10, 1712. 
r an i l i da i>crpel"0 rr»ide, conrorfl ia, l « t o , 

T a m q u e pa r i s u n p r r »it \ e n i i j ipqiia 31151^ 
r ) i l i ' » i i l ls o u " n d » m ; sert f t w a n m . 

Tiiiic nuooue cum fuer i l noii v idea tur anu>. 
' ^ a r l . E p i g - i i i ' - U l ' - ^ - ' -

IVrppmal l i snnoi iy t h f i r bed n i w n d , 
A n r v s n i . . . t i l l t h e wll- i i .«ichVi 
May she. w h e n t imf sunl i Jiim i n l " j e s ^ 
W e hoT oM m a n . » n j w b « h a . r s . 
Nor he pe rce iw h t t c h a r m , i h r " " M 
But I h i n i cacH Happy sun Ins bridal . lay. 

T h r following e!«ay is wri t ten by the 
t-entlemati to whom t h e world is obli^^d 
for those several excellent d i s c o u r s e which 
have been m a r k e d wi th the le t ter X . 

1 have somewhere m e t wi th a table t t iat 
made W e a l t h t h e f a the r of Love. I t is 
certain t ha t a mind ought at least to be I ree 
from theapprehens ionsof want and I ^ e ^ ) , 
before i t cSn ful lv a t tend to all the sofmesses 
and endearments of 
standing, w e see mult i tudes of m a t n t d p ^ 
pie, who a re ut ter s t rangers to t ^ d e h g h t -
ul passion amidst al l t h e affluence of t h e 

most plent iful fortunes. 
I t is not sufficient t o m a k e a m a m a s e 

h a p p v , t ha t t h e humours of two p w p l e 
shAuia be alike. 1 could instance a hun-
d red pair , w h o have not t h e least sentiment 
of love remaining for one another, yet a re 
so l ike in the i r humours , t ha t if they were 
not already marr ied, t h e whole wor ld would 
de«;ism them for man and wife. 

T h e spiri t of love has somethmg so ex -
tremely fine in i t . t h a t i t is very often dis-
turbed and lost, hv some liVle accidents, 
•which the careless and unpohte never dt-
tpiid to, unti l i t is gone past i-ecoven'. , 

Nf . th ine has more contributed to bamsn 
it fr.->m a mar r i ed s ta te than too grea t a 
familiarity, and laving aside t h e common 
T..les of decency. T h o u g h I could give in-
sts>nces of this in several par t iculars , 1 shaU 
only mention t h a t c f d r e s s . T h e b e a u x a n d 
helics about town, w h o dress p i i r e ^ to 
cutch one another, t h ink there is no f a r t t o 
occasion for t h e bait , when the first design 
has succeeded. Bu t besides the too com-
nicTi fault , in point of neatness, t h e r e a re 
S ^ r a l others which I do not r e m e m b e r 
to have seen touched upon, but m one of 
our m ^ e r n c o m e d i e s " w h f f a F rench 
WI inociciii . .^aress and dress herself 
woman offering tounnress dn" v. . 
before t h e lover of t h e play, a ^ assuring 
her mistress t ha t i t was very u s u ^ n 

• Tlie F u n e r a l or Grief Alamoil®. b j Steele. 

France , the lady tells h e r tha t is a ^ c r r t 
in dress she never k n e w l^ fo re , and t ha t 
she was so unpolished an Engl ish woman, 
as to resolve never to learn to dress even 
before h e r husband. . . 

T h e r e is something so gross in the ca r -
riage of some wives, tha t t hey lose their 
husband 's hea r t s for faults wliicli, if a man 
has e i ther good-nature or good-breed ing 
h e knows not how to tell t hem <if. I a m 
afraid, indeed, the ladies a re generally most 
faulty in this pa r t i cu la r ; who, a t their first 
sriving into love, find the way so smooth and 
pleasant, t ha t they fancy it is scarce pos-
sible to be tired in it. 

T h e r e is so m u c h nicety and discretion 
requi red to k e e p love alive a f t e r m a m a g e , 
and m a k e conversation still new and agree-
able af ter twenty or thir ty years, tha t 1 
know nothing which seems readi ly to pro-
mise it, but an earnest endeavour to please 
nn both sides, and superior good sense on 
the p a r t of t h e man. . ^ , 

Bv a man of sense I mean one acfiuainted 
wi th business and letters. 

A woman very m u c h settles h e r esteem 
for a man , according to the figure h e m a k ^ 
in t h e world, and tl ic charac te r he bea r s 
among h is own sex. A s l ^ r n r n g is the 
chief advantage we have over t hem, it is, 
methinks , as scandalous and mexcusabU-
for a man of f o n u n e to he i l l i t e ^ t e . as for a 
woman not to know how to behave h e j ^ l f 
on the roost ordinary o c c a s i ^ s . ? 
which sets the two sexes a t t h e grcate t 
distance; a woman is vexed and surpnset l , 
to find nothing more in t h e conversation ot 
a man , t han in t h e common tat t le of h e r 
own sex. , . • K o-

Some small engagement a t least in busi-
ness, not only sets a man 's talents in t h e 
fairest light, and allots h im a p a r t to act in 
which a i i f e cannC well i n t c m e d d ^ . b 
B-ivps f r eauen t occasion for t h o ^ littie a>) 
^ ^ n S s w h i r t , whatever seeming uneasi-
S e y may ' give, a re some of the best 
n r e s e r v a W s of love and desire. 
^ T ^ r f a i r - s e x a re so conscious to t h e m -
s e l v U t h a t t h e y h a v e nothing in them which 

d e i r v e ^ t i r e l y to engross the •«ho e 
man tha t t hcv heart i ly dwpi se one who, to 
use the i r own expression, is always hanging 
at the i r apron-strings. 

T Et i t ia i s pre t tv , modest, t ender , and h a s 
sense enough; she mar r i ed F.rastus, who is 
in a post of some business, and has a gene-
r a l t'aste in most pa r t s of poli te learning. 
Ls t i t i a , wherever she visits, ha s the plea-
sure to hea r of something which washancl-
somelv said or done by Eras tus . Erasti is , 
since his marr iage, is more gay in his dress 
than ever, and iii all companies is as com-
plaisant to I j i t i d a as to anv other lady, i 
have seen him rive h e r h e r fan when it ha s 
dropped, with all the gal lantrv of a lover. 
W h e n they t ake t h e afr together, E r a s t u s 
is continually improving h e r t h ^ g h t s , and 
wi th a turn of wi t and sp in t which is pecu-
liar to h im, giving h e r an insight mto things 
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she had no notions of before. Lat i t ia is 
transported at having a new world tlius 
opened to her, and hangs upon the man 
that gives her such agreeable informations. 
Erastus ha5 canned this point still farther , 
as he makes her daily not only more fond 
nf him, bat infinitelv more satisfied with 
herself. Eraslus finds a justness or beauty 
in whatever she says or observes, that L®-
titia hei-self was not aware of; and bv his 
assistance she has discovered a hundred 
good qualities and accomplishments in her-
self, which she never before once dreamed 
of. Erastiis, with the most artful com-
ilasancc in the world, by several remote 
lints, finds the means to make her sav or 

propose almost whatever he has a mind to, 
which he always receives as her own dis-
covery, and gives her all the reputation 
of it. 

Erastus has a perfect taste in painting, 
and carried Lat i t ia with him the other day 
to see a collection of pictures. I sometimes 
visit this happy couple. As we were last 
week walking in the long gaJlery before 
dinner,—' I have lately laid oiit some monev 
in paintings,' says Erastus: ' I bought tha t 
Venus and Adonis purely upon LatiUa's 
judgment; it cost me threescoi-e guineas; 
and I was this morning offered a hundred 
for i t ' I turned towards Lst i t ia , and saw 
her cheeks glow with pleasure, while at 
the same time she cast a look upon Erastus, 
the most tender and affectionate I ever 
beheld. 

Flavilla married Tom Tawdry, she was 
taken with his laced-coat and nch sword-
knot; she has the mortification to see Tom 
despised by all the worthy part of his own 
sex. Tom hiis nothing to do after dinner, 
but to determine whether he will pare his 
nwls at St. James's, Whi te ' s , or his own 
house. He ha.s said nothing to Flavilla since 
they were married which she might not 
have heard as well from her own woman. 
H e however takes great care to keep up 
the saucy ill-natured authority of a hus-
band. UTiaterer Flavilla happens to as-
sert, Tom immediately contradicts with an 
oath by way of preface, and, • My dear, I 
must tell you you talk most confoundedly 
silly.' Flavilla had a heart naturally as weft 
disposed for d l the tenderness o^ love as 
that of Lsetitia; but as love seldom con-
tinues long after esteem, it is difficult to 
determine, at present whether the unhappy 
Flavilla hates or despises the person most 
whom she is obliged to lead her whole life 
with. X. 

No. 50r . ] Saturday, Octobcr 11, 1712. 
Defeodil n m n c n u , J imcteque omboiie phalancM. 

Jut. iaai. ii, U . 
Pnae rv^ i from sliatne b y nuvibers en our side-

THERE is something very sublime, though 
very fanciful, in Plato's description of the 
Supreme Beiiig; that ' t ru th is his body, and 

light his shadow.' According to this defini-
tion, there is nothing so contradictory tn his 
nature as error and falsehood. T h e Pla-
tonists have so just a notion of the Al-
mighty's aversion to eveiy thing which is 
false and erroneous, that triey looked upon 
truth as no less necessary tlian virtue to 
qualify a human soul for the enjoyment of 
a separate state. For this reason, as they 
recommended moral duties to qualifv a n i 
season the will for a future life, so they pre-
scribed several contemplations and saences 
to rectify the understanding, Thus Plato 
has called mathematical demonstrations the 
cathartics, or purgatives of the soul, as 
being the most proper means to cleanse it 
from error, and give it a relish of t ruth; 
which is the natural food and nourishment 
of the inderstanding, as virtue is the per-
fection and happiness of the wiD. 

T h e r e are many authors who have shown 
wherein the malignity of a lie consists, and 
set forth in proper colours the heinousness 
of the offence. I shall here conader one 
particular kind of this crime, which has 
not been so much spoken to; I mean that 
abominable practice of party-lying. This 
vice is so very predominant among us at 
present, that a man is thought of no princi-
ple, who does not propagate a certam sys-
tem of lies. T h e coffee-houses are sup-
ported by them, the press is choked with 
them, eminent authors live upon them. 
Our bottie ccMiversation is so infected with 
them, that a party-lie is grown as fashion-
able an entertainment as a lively catch, or 
a merry story. T h e ti-uth of it is, half the 
great talkers in the nation would be struck 
dumb were this fountain of discourse dried 
up. T h e r e is however one advantage re-
sulting from this detestable practicc: the 
very appearances of t ruth are so little re-
garded , that lies are at present discharged 
in the air, and begin to hurt nobody. When 
we hear a party-story from a stranger, we 
consider whether he is a whig or a tory 
that relates it, and immediately conclude 
they are words of course, in which the 
honest gentieman designs to recommend his 
zeal, without any concern for his veracity. 
A man is looked upon as bereft of common 
sense, that gives credit to the relations of 
party writers; nay, his own friends shake 
their heads at him, and conader him in no 
other light than an officious tool, or a well-
meaning idiot. W h e n it was formerly the 
fashion to husband a lie, and tnirap it up in 
some extraordinary emei^ency, it gene-
rally did execution, and was not a littie 
serviceable to the faction that made use of 
it; but at present every man is upon his 
guard: the artifice has been too often re-
peated to take effect. 

I have frequently wondered to see men 
of probity, who would scom to utter a false-
hood for their own particular advantage, 
give so readily into a lie, when it is become 
the voice of their faction, notwithstanding 
they are thoroughly sensible of it as such. 
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How is i t possible for those who ^ men 
of honour in the i r persons, thus to become 
notorious l iars in the i r par ty? If w e look, 
into the bottom of this ma t t e r , we rnay lind, 
I think, t h r e e reasons for it, and a t the 
same t ime d iscover the insufficiency of these 
reasons to justify so criminal a pract ice . 

In the first place, men a re a p t to th ink 
tha t the guilt of a lie, and conKMeniJy the 
punishment may be very m u c h diminished, 
if not wholly worn out , bjr the mult i tudes 
of those w h o p a r t a k e in it. T h o u g h the 
weight of a felsehood would be t ( » much 
for one to bear , it j r o w s l ight in the i r 
imaeiinations when it is shared among many. 
But in this case a man very much deceives 
himself; guilt, w h e n it spreads through 
numbers , is not so p rope r ly divided M m ; ^ 
t i p l i e d . E v e r y o n e i s c n m i n a l m p r o p o r t m 
to the offence which h e commits, not to the 
number of those who a r e his compamons 
in it. Both t h e cr ime and the penalty he as 
heavy upon every individual of an offending 
mul t i tude, as they would upon ^ y single 
person, h a d none shared with hirn in the 
offence. In a word, t h e division of guilt is 
l ike to t h a t of ma t t e r : though it m a y b e sepa-
ra ted into infinite portions, every portion 
shall h a v e t h e whole essence of ma t t e r in 
it, and consist of as many pa r t s as t h e whole 
d id before i t was divided. 

But in t h e second place , though multi-
tudes, w h o join in a lie, cannot e x e ^ 
t hemUlves f k , m t h e guilt , they m ^ y 
t h e s h a m e o f i t T h e scandal of a h e K I I ^ 
manner lost and annihilated, when d i f f u ^ 
among several thousands; as a d rop of the 
blackest t inc ture w e a r s away and vanishes, 
when m i x e d and confused in a considerable 
bodv of w a t e r ; t h e blot is still m it, but is 
not able to (Bscover itself. T h i s is c e r t ^ n l y 
a verv grea t motive t o several party-otten-
dcrs, w h o avoid cr imes , not as t hey a re 
preiudicial to the i r v i r tue , but to t hwr 
reputation. I t is enough to show t h e weak-
ness of this reason, w h i c h pall iates guilt 
without removing it, t h a t every man who 
is influenced by it declares himse^lf m eftect 
an infamous hypocr i te , p re fe rs t h e . a p p ^ r -
ance of v i r tue to its reali ty, and « a « e r -
mined in hU conduct n d t h e r by t h e Ro ta t e s 
of his own conscience, the suggestions ot 
t rue honour, nor t h e pr inciples of religion. 

T h e t h i r d and last ^ a t motive for men s 
joining in a popular falsehood, or, as I have 
h i ther to called it, a par ty- l ie , notwi th-
standing they are convinced of i t as such, 
is the doing good to a cause w h i c h every 
party m a y be supposed to look upon as the 
most meritorious. T h e unsoundness of this 
pr inciple ha s been so often exposed, and is 
so universally acknowledged, t ha t a man 
must b e an u t t e r s t r ^ ^ e r to the p n n c i p es 
ei ther of natural r e h ^ o n c^ Chnsf ian i ty , 
who suffera himself to V g u i ^ by i t I f a 
man m i e h t promote t h e supposed good of 
h i r c o u n f r y V y t h e b l a c k e d ^^^rom^l^A 
fa lsehoods our nation abounds more ™ 
patriots than any o ther of the Chns t i an 

world W h e n Pompey was desired not to 
set sail in a t empes t tha t would haza rd h i s 
l i fe, ' I t is necessary for m e , ' says he , ' t o 
sful, but it is not necessary for m e to live. 
E v e r y man should say to h imsel i , wi th t h e 
same spirit , ' I t is m y duty to speak t r a t h , 
though it is not m y duty to be in an office. 
O n e of the f a the r s ha s car r ied this point so 
h igh as to declare h e would not tell a h e , 
though he w e r e sure to gsun heaven by it. 
Howeve r ex t ravagan t such a protestation 
m a y appea r , every one will own tha t a m a n 
may say, very reasonably, h e would nM 
t e l l a l i e if h e were to gain hel l by i t ; or, i t 
you h a v e a mind to soften t h e expression, 
t ha t h e would not tell a lie to gain any t e m -
poral r eward b y it, when h e should iiin t h e 
h a z a r d of losing m u c h m o r e than it was 
possible for h i m to gmn. O . 

N o . 508.1 Monday, October 13, 1712. 

Oniii«s aulem e t hubemur e t 

Fo r all those are weoLnted s n d 
w h o e ie r t i se a perpelusl power >n t h a t j t a t e . w h i c l i 
wae before free-

T H E following let ters complain of w h a t I 
have frequent ly observed with very m u c h 
indignation; the re fore I s h ^ l give them to 
t h e public in the words wi th which my cor-
respondents , w h o suffer under t h e ha rd -
ships mentioned in t h e m , describe t hem. 

' MR. SFECTATOK,—In fo rmer ages all 
pretensiMis t o dominion h a v e been sup-
por ted and submitted to, e i ther u ^ ac-
count of inheri tance, conquest , or election; 
and all such persons, w h o h a v e taken upon 
t h e m any sovereignty over t h a r fellow-
c r e S u r e s upon any o the r account, have 
S n a l ^ y i called tyran ts , not so much 

t h l y w e r e guilty of any par t icu lar 
S r i t i e s , « because, every a t t empt to 
^ c h a superiori ty was in i ts na ture ty ran -

But t h e r e is another sort of poten-
Utes , who m a y with grea ter propr ie ty b e 
Sled cyranw than those las t mentioned, 
hf,th as t hev assume a despotic dominion 
over those as f r e e as themselves, and as 
t hey ^ P P ° « it by acts of notable oppres-
i o n and m u s t i c e ; and these a re the ru lers 
k , all clubs and meetings. In o ther govem-
mpnts the punishments of some have been 
E a t e d V t h e rewards of others: but 
w h a t makes the reign of these potentates 
so par t icular ly grievous is, t ha t they a re 
e x q ^ i t e in punishing the i r subject^ a t t t ie 
same t ime t ha t they h a v e it not in the i r 
power to r e w a r d t hem. T h a t the r e a d e r 
may t h e be t te r comprehend the na ture of 
these monarchs , as well as t h e miserable 
state of those t ha t a re the i r v a ^ l s , I shall 
give an account of the k ing « the company 
r am fallen into, whom, for h i s par t icular 
tyranny, I shall call Dionysius: as also of 
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the seeds tliat sprung u p to this odd sort 
of empire. 

' U p o n all m e e t i n g at taverns, i t i s n e -
c c s s a ^ some one of the company should 
tafce it upon him to get all things in such 
order ana readiness, as may contribute as 
much as possible to the felicity of the con-
vention; such as hastening the fire, getting 
a sufficient number of candles, tasting the 
wine with ajudicious smack, fixing the sup-
per, and being brisk for the despatch of it. 
Know, then, that Dionysius went thrmigh 
these offices with an air tha t seemed ' to 
express a satisfaction ra ther in serving the 
public that in gratifying any particular in-
chnation of his own. W e thought him a 

fersonof an exquisite palate, and therefore 
y consent beseeche<l him to be always our 

proveditor; which post, af ter he had hand-
somely denied, he could do no otherwise 
than accept. A t first he made no other use 
of his power than in recommending such 
and such things to the company, ever allow-
ing these points to be disputable; insomuch 
that I have often carried the debate for 
partr idge, when his maiesty has p v e n inti-
mation of the high relish o f ' du rk , ' bu ta t the 
same time has cheerfully submitted, and 
devoured his partr idge with most gracious 
resignation. Th i s sutmission on his side 
naturally produced the like on ours; of 
which he in a little t ime made such barba-
rous advantage, as in all those matters, 
which before seemed indifferent to him, to 
issue out certain edicts as uncontrollable 
and unalterable as the laws of the Medes 
and Persians. H e is by turns outrageous, 
peevish, forward, and jovial. H e thinks it 
our duty for the little oiBces, as proveditor, 
tha t in return all conversation is to be in-
te r rup ted or promoted by his inclination 
for or against the present humour of the 
company. W e f e e l , a tp rcsen t , in theu tmos t 
extremity, the insolence of office; however, 
I , being naturally warm, v a i t u r ^ to op-
pose him in a dispute about a haunch of 
venison. I was altogether for roasting, but 
Dionysius declared himself for bciling with 
so much prowess and resolution, that the 
cook thought it necessary to consult his own 
safety, ra ther than the luxury of m r pro-
position. W i t h the same authoritv that he 
crders what we shall eat and drink, he also 
commands us where to do i t : and we change 
our taverns according as he suspects anv 
treasonable practices in the settling the bill 
by the master, or sees any bold rebellion in 
point of attendance by the waiters. Another 
rsason for changing the seat of empire, I 
conceive to be the pride he lakes m the 
promulgation of our slavery, though we pay 
our club for our entertainments, even in 
these palaces of our grand monarch. W h e n 
he has a mind to take the Eur, a party of us 
a re commanded out by way of life-guard, 
and we march under as great restrictions 
as they do. If we meet a neighbouring 
king, we give or keep the wav, according 
as we are out-numbered or not; and if the 

train of each is equal in number, rather 
A a n give battle, the superiority is soon ad-
justed by a desertion from one of them. 

•Now, the expulsion of these unjust 
rulers out of all societies, would gain a man 
as everlasting a reputation as either of the 
Brutus's got for their endeavours to extir-
pate tyranny from among the Romans. I 
confess myself to be in a conspiracy against 
the usurper of our club; and to show m y 
reading, as well as mv merciful dispnsition, 
shall allow him unt i l ' the ides of March to 
dethrone himself. If he seems to affect 
empire until that lime, and does not gradu-
ally recede from the incursions he has made 
upon our liberties, he shall find a dinner 
dressed which he has no hand in, and shall 
he treated with an order, magnificence, and 
luxury, as shall break his proud hear t ; at 
the same time that he shall be convinced 
in his stomach he was unfit for his post, 
and a more mild and skilful prince receive 
the acclamations of the people, and be set 
u p in his room: but, as Milton says, 

- T l i e M Ihmigh t" 
Ful l counw) nn!*t m a t u r e . Peace is denpnirV, 
A n d w h n cnii Ih inhaubmic i ioD? W a n h e n . w a r , 
Open, or undersiood, mus t be rwoir^^d." 

•I am, sir, your most obedient humble 
s e r v a n t ' 

' MR. SPF.CTATOR,—I am a young wo-
man at a gentleman's seat in the countn-, 
who is a particular friend of my father 's , 
and came hither to pass aw av a month or 
two with his daughters. I have been en-
tertained with the utmost civility by the 
whole family, and nothing has been omitted 
which can make my stay easv and agreea-
ble on the pa r t of tlie family ;"but there is a 
gentleman here, a visitant as I am, whose 
behaviour has given m e great uneasiness. 
W h e n I first arrived here, he used me with 
the utmost complaisance; but, forsooth, that 
was not with regard to mv sex; and since he 
has no designs upon me, 'he does not know 
why he shotild distinguish me from a man 
in things indifferent. H e is, you must know, 
one of those familiar coxcombs, who have 
obser\-ed some well-bred men with a good 
grace converse with women, and say no 
fine things, but yet t rea t them with that 
sort of respect which flows from the heart 
and the understanding, but is exerted in no 
professions or compliments. This puppv, 
to imitate this excellence, or avoid the con-
trary fault of being troublesome in complai-
sance, takes upon him to trv his talent upon 
me, insomuch that he contradicts mc upr^n 
all occasions, and one day told me 1 lied. 
If I had struck him with my bndkin, and 
behaved mvself like a man, since he will 
not treat me as a woman, I had, I think, 
served him right. I wish, sir, you would 
please to give him some maxims of beha-
viour in these points, and resolve me if all 
m a d s are not in point of conversation to be 
treated by all bachelors as their niistresse'? 
If not so, are they not to be used as gently 
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as their sisters? Is it sufferable Hiat the 
fnp nf whom I c o m p l i n should say that he 
wnuld rather have siich-a-nne without a 
eroat, than me with the Indies? W h a t 
iieht has any man to make suppositions of 
things nnt in his power, and ttieii declare 
his will to the dislike of one that has never 
nffendedhim? I assure you theseare things 
worthy your consideration, and I hope we 
shall have your thoughts upon them. I am, 
though a woman justly offended, ready to 
forgive all this, because I have no remedy 
but leaving very agreeable company sooner 
than I desire. This also is a heinous ag-
gravation of his offence, that he is inflicting 
banishment upon me, Your printing this 
letter may perhaps be an admonition to re-
form him; as soon as it appears I will wri^te 
my name at the end of it, and lay it m his 
way; the making which just reprimand, I 
hope you will put in the power of, sir, your 
constant reader, and humble servant. 

No. 509.] Tuesday, October 14,1712. 
H o m i a i s fruffi e t l e m p e r a n t i s fuDCtUB ofRc ium. 

T V r . f l M W . A c t l i i . S c . a 

D i s c h a r g i n g t h e p a r t of a i o o J e c o n o m i s t -
THE useful knowledge in the following 

letter shall have a place in my paper, 
though there is nothing in it which imme-
diately regards the p d i t e or the learned 
world; I say immediately, for upon reflec-
tion every man will find there is a remote 
influence upon his own affairs, in the pros-
peiity or decay of the trading par t of man-
kind. My present correspondent, I believe, 
was never in print before; but what he says 
well deserves a general attention, though 
delivered in his own homely maxims, and 
a Itind of proverbial simplicity; which sort 
of learning has raised more estates, than 
ever wei-e, or will be, from attention to 
Virgil, Horace, TuUy, Seneca, Plutarch, 
or any of the rest, whom, I dare say, this 
•worthy citizen would hold to be indeed in-
genious, but unprofitable writers. But to 
the letter. 

•Mr. miliam Sftectaior. 
•Broad-street, Oct. 10,1712. 

'SIB,—I accuse you of many discourses 
on tl>e subject of money, which you have 
heretofore promised the public, out have 
not discharged yourself thereof. But, for-
asmuch as you seemed to depend upon ad-
vice from others what to do in that point, 
have sat down to write you the needful upon 
that subject. But, before I enter thereupon, 
I shall take this opportunity to observe 
you, that the thriving frugal man shows it 
in every part of his expense, dress, ser-
vants, and house; and I must, in the first 
place complain to vou, as Spectator, that 
in these particulars there is at this time, 
throughcait the city of London, a lamenta-
ble change from that simplicity of manners. 

which is the true source of wealth and 
prosperity. I just now said, the man of 
thrift shows regularity in every thing; but 
vou mav, perhaps, laugh that I take notice 
of such a particular as I am going to do, for 
an instance that this city is declining if their 
ancient economy is not restored. T h e thmg 
which gives me this prospect, and so much 
offence, is the neglect of the Royal E x -
change. I mean the edifice so called, and 
the walks appertaining tbei-eunta T h e 
Royal Exchange is a fabric tha t well de-
serves to be so called, as well to express 
that our monarch's highest glory and ad-
vantage consists in being the patron of t rad^ 
as that it is commodious for business, and 
an instance of the grandeur both of princc 
and people. But, alas! at present it hardly 
seems to be set apart for any such uw or 
purpose. Instead of the assembly of ho-
nourable merchants, substantial tradesmen, 
and knowing masters of ships; the mum-
pers, the halt, the blind, the lame; and 
your venders of trash, apples, plums; your 
rageamuflins, rake-shames, and wenches, 
have justled the greater number of the 
former out of that place. Thus it is. espe-
cially on the evening change: so that what 
with the din of squallings, oaths, and c n e s 
of beggars, men of the greatest consequencc 
in our city absent themselves from the 
place. This particular, by the way, is of 
evil consequence; for, if the Change be 
no place fcr men of the highest crcdit to 
freqlient, it will not be a disgrace for those 
of less abilities to be absent. I remember 
the time when rascally company were kep t 
nut, and the unlucky boys with toys and 
balls were whipped away bv a beadle. 1 
have seen this done indeed of late, but then 
it has been only to chase the lads from 
chuck, that the beadle might seize their 

"^"^fmust repeat the abomination, that the 
wahmt-trade is carried on by old women 
within the walks, which makes the place 
impassable by reason of shells and trash. 
T h e benches around are so hlthy, that no 
one can sit down, yet the beadles and ofii-
cers have the impudence at Christmas to 
ask for t h d r box, though they deserve the 
strappado. I do not think it impertinent 
to have mentioned this, because it bespeaks 
a neglect in the domestic care of the city, 
and the domestic is the truest picture of a 
man every where else. _ 

' But I designed to speak on the busi-
ness of money and advancement of gain. 
T h e man proper for this, speaking in the 
general, is of a sedate, plain good under-
standing, not apt to go out of his way, but 
so behaving himself at home, that business 
may come to him. Sir Will iam Turae r , 
that valuable citizen, has left behind him a 
most excellent rule, and couched it in very 
few words, suited to the meanest capacity. 
Hewouldsay, " K e e p your shop, and your 
shop will keep you." I t must be confessed, 
that if a man of a great genius could add 
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steadiness to his vivacities, or substitute 
slower men of fidelity to transact the me-
thodical par t of his affairs, suck a one 
•would outistrip the rest of the world; but 
business and trade are not to be managed 
by the same heads which write poetry, and 
m a t e plans for the conduct of life in gene-
ral. So though we are at this day beholden 
to the late witty and inventive duke of 
Buckingham for the whole trade and manu-
facture of glass, yet 1 suppose there is no 
one will aver, that, were his grace yet liv-
ing, they would not rather deal with my 
diligent friend and neighbour, Mr . Gumlcy, 
for any goods to be prepared and delivered 
on such a day, than he would with that il-
lustrious mechanic above-mentioned. 

' N o , no, Mr . Spectator, you wits must 
not pretend lobe rich; and it is possible the 
reason may l>e, in some measure, because 
you despise, or at least you do not value it 
enough to let it take up your chief attCT-
tion; which a t rader must do, or lose his 
credit, which is to him what honour, re-
putation, faroe, or glory, is to other sort c£ 
men. 

' I sliall not speak tn the point of cash 
itself, until I see how you approve of these 
my maxims in general: but 1 think a specu-
lation upon " many a litUe makes a mickle, 
a penny saved is a penny got, penny wise 
and a pound foolish, it is need that makes 
the ola wife t rot ," would be very useful to 
the world; and if you treated them with 
knowledge, would be usefal to yourself, for 
it would make demands for your paper 
among those who have no notion of it at 
present. But of these matters more here-
after. If you did this, as you excel many 
writers of the present age for politeness, so 
you would outgo the author of the true 
razor strops for use. 

• I shd l conclude this discourse with an 
explanation of a proverb, which by TOlgar 
error is taken and used when a man is re-
duced to an extremity, whereas the pitv 
prietv of the maxim is to use it when you 
•would sav there is plenty, but you roust 
make such a choice as not to hurt another 
who is to comc after you. 

' M r . Tobias Hobson,* from whom we 
have the expression, was a very honourable 
man, for I shall ever call the man so who 
gets an estate honestly. Mr. Tobias Hob-
son was a carrier; and, being aman of great 
abilities and invention, and one that saw 
where theremight good profit arise, though 
the duller men overlooked it, this ingenious 
roan was the first in this island who let out 
hackney-horses. H e lived in Cambridge; 
and, observing that the scholars, rid hard, 
his manner was to keep a large stable of 
horses, with boots, bridles, and whips, to 
fUmish the gentlemen at once, without 

* Mr . Hobson ibe carr ier t t e tneen London m d 
CambridKe. AI the l i i w r pUre k« e iecwd a handioine 
BtODfl condui t , and Icit sufficient l a o ^ for i t s m a i c t e . 
n a n c e f o t e r o r He died i n The t ime of t h e p lagt^ , 1630. 
i n l l K e i g h t f - a i i l l i ;«&r Of b i t age. 

going from college to college to borrow, as 
they have done smce the death of this wor-
thy man. I say, Mr . Hobsoti kept a stable 
of forty good cattle, always rea iy and fit 
for travelling; but, when a man came for a 
horse, he was led into the stable, where 
there was great choice; but he obliged liim 
to t j i e the horse which stood next to the 
stable door; so that every customer was 
alike well served according to his chance, 
and every horse ridden with the same jus-
tice; from whence it became a proverb, 
when what ought to be your election was 
forced upon you, to say, "^lobson's choice." 
This memorable man stands drawn in 
fresco at an inn f which he used) in Bishnps-
gate-street, with a hundred poujid bag 
under his arm, with this inscription upon 
the smd bag: 

" T t e fruitful mo the r of » 6 i m d r e 4 n i o r e . ' t 

' Whatever tradesman will t ry the ex-
Jeriment, and begin the day after you pub-
ish this my discourse to treat his customers 

all alike, and all reasonably and honestly, 
I will ensure him the same success, I am 
sir, your loving friend, 

n ' H E Z E K I A H T H R I F T . ' 

No. 510.] Wednesday, October 15, i r i2 . 
- S i u p i s , 

Ncque p r a t e r q u a m quae ijivf a ia«r inol€fltia< 
H a t e t a d d a i , ec i l las . quaa hal>et. recie f e r a s . 

Tcr. E « » . A c t i. Sc. 1. 

I f y o a are add n o t t o t h e croohiM wh ich a t t end 
t h e passion of loTe, a n d bear p a t i e n i l ; iboae w h i c h are 
inscpaiable from i t . 

' I WAS the other day driving in a hack 
thl-ough Gerrard-street, when my eye was 
immediately catched with the prettiest ob-e. imaginable—the face of a very fairgirl , 

ween thirteen and fourteen, fixed at the 
chin to a painted sash, and made par t of 
the landscape. It seemed admirably done, 
and, upwn throwing mj'self eagerly out of 
the coach to look at it, it laughed, and fiung 
from the window. This amiable figure 
dwelt upon roe; and I was consJdeiing the 
vanity of the girl, and her pleasant coquetry 
in acting a picture until snc was taken no-
tice of, and raised the admiration of the be-
holders. This little circumstance made 
me run into reflections upon the force of 
beauty, and the wonderful influence the 
female sex has upon the other part of the 
species. Our hearts are seized^ with their 
enchantments, and there are few of us, but 
brutal men, who by that hardness lose the 
chief pleasure in t f em, can resist their in-
sinuations, though never so much against 
our own interests and opinion. I t is com-
mon with women todestroy the good effects 
a man's following his own way and incUna-

t T h e t e ia a icaree fi>l>" p r io t . 1 believe. (Vom Ihia 

Eciuie, engraved by Payae . w ' i i eiglil E n g l i i h T e i K i 
'n«a(h. 
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tion might have upon his honour and for-
tune, by interpoang their power over him 
in matters wherein they cannot influence 
him, but to his loss and disparagement. I 
do not know therefore a task so difficult 
in human life, as to be proof against the 
importunities of a woman a man loves. 
T h e r e is certainly no armour against tears, 
sullen looks, or at best constrained fami-
liarities, in her whom you usuaVly'meet 
with transport and alacrity. Sir W a l t e r 
Raleigh was quoted in a letter (of a very 
inceniuus correspondent of mine) upon this 
subject. T h a t author, who had lived m 
courts, and camps, travelled through many 
countries, and seen many men under seve-
ral climates, and of as various complex-
ions, speaks of our impotence to resist Uie 
wiles of women in very severe terms. His 
words are as follows: 

• W h a t means did the devil find out, or 
what instruments did his own subtihty pre-
sent him as fittest and aptest to work ms 
mischief by? Even the unquiet vamty ol 
the woman; so a shy Adam's hearkening to 
the voice of his wife, contrary to the ex-
press commandment of the living God, man-
t i nd by tha t her incantation became the 
subject of labour, sorrow, and death; the 
woman being given to man for a comforter 
and companion, but not for a counsellor. It 
is also to be noted by whom the woman was 
tempted: even by the most ugly and un-
worthy of all beasts, into whom the dev,l 
entered and persuaded. Sec^d ly , W h a t 
was the motive of her disobedAence? t v e n 
a desire to know what was most untitling 
her knowledge; an affection which has 
ever since remained in all the posterity ot 
her sex. Third ly , what was it that moved 
the man to yield to her persuasions? Even 
to the same cause which hath moved all 
men snce to the like consent, namely, an 
unwillingness to grieve her, or make her sad, 
lest she should pine, and be overcome with 
sorrow. But if Adam, in the state of per-
fection, and Solomon the Son of Uavid, 
God's chosen servant, and himself a man 
endued with the greatest wisdom, did both 
of them disobey their Creator by the per-
suasion, and for the love they bear to a wo-
man, it is not so wonderful as lamentable, 
that other men in succeeding ages have 
been allured to so many inconvenient ^ d 
wicked practices by the persuasion ot their 
wives, or other beloved darlings, who cover 
over and shadow many malicious purposes 
with a counterfeit passion of dissimulatmg 
sorrow and unqoietness.' 

T h e motions of the minds of lovers are 
no where so well described as in the words 
of skilful writers for the stage. 1 he scene 
between Fulvia and Curius, in the second 
act of Johnson's Catiline, is ^ excellmt 
picture of . the power of a lady oyer her 
g^lant. T h e wench plays with his afTre-
tions; and as a man, of all places of the 

VOL. II. 35 

world, wishes to make a good figure with 
his mistress upon her upbraidmg him with 
want of spirit, h e alludes to enterprises 
which he cannot reveal but with the hazard 
of his life. W h e n he is worked thus far , 
with a little flattery of her opinion of his 
eallantrv, and desire to know more ot it out 
of her overflowing fondness to him, he brags 
to her until his life is in her disposal. 

W h e n a man is thus liable to be van-
quished bv the charms of her he loves, the 
safest way is to determine what is proper 
to be done; but to avoid all expostulation 
with her before he executes what he has 
resolved. Women are ever too hard for us 
upon a treaty; and one must consider how 
senseless a thing it is to argue with one 
whose looks and gestures arc more preva-
lent with you, than your reasons and argu-
ments can be with her. It is a most miser-
able slavery to submit to what you disap-
prove and give up a t ruth for no other 
r ^ s o n , but that you had not fortitude to 
support you in asserting it. A man has 
enrsigh to do to conquer his own unreason-
able wishes and desires; but h e does that m 
:ain. if he has those of another to gra t i fy vain, 11 lie " I * . . . . . . . . . . 

Le t his pride be in his wife and family, ICT 
him give them all the conveniences ot lite 
in such a manner as if he were proud ot 
them; but let it be his own innocent pnde , 
and not their exorbitant desires wluch are 
induleed by him. In this case all the little 
arts imwinable are used to soften a man s 
heart, and raise his passion above his un-
derstanthng. But in all concessions of this 
kind, a man should consider whether the 
present he makes flows from his own love, 
or the iropiirtunity of his beloved. If from 
the latter, he is her slave? if from the for-
mer, her friend. W e laugh it off, and do 
not weigh this subjection to women with 
that seriousness which so important a a r -
cumstance deserves. W h y was courage 
rfven to a man. if his wife's fears are to 
frustrate it? W h e n this is once indulged, 
vou are no longer her guardian and W 
tector, as you were designed by nature; but, 
in compliance to her weaknesses, you have 
disabled yourself from avoiding the misfo^ 
tunes into which they will lead you both, 
and you are to see the hour m which vou 
are to be reproached by hersdf for that 
very compliance to her. I t is indeed the 
most difficult mastery over ourselves wc 
can posably attain, to resist the gnef of her 
who charms us; but let the heart ake, oe 
the anwish never so quick and painful, it 
is what must be suffered and passed 
through, if you think to live like a gentle-
man or be conscious to vourself that you 
are a man of honesty. T h e old argument, 
that 'you do not love me if you deny me 
this, ' which first was usedtoobta ina tnf ie , 
by habitual success will oblige the ^ h a ^ 
py man who gives way to it to resign the 
cause even of his country and his honoy . 
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No. 511-] Thursday, October 16,1712. 

a u i s n a n i n v e n i l t u r b a quod s i n a r e t i n i l l t l 
Ovii. ARA AM. L ib . i . ns. 

- W h o ccHiliI f a i l t o And, 
ID i u c h & c r o w d a m i a l r e s s t o l i is m i n d ? 

•DEAR SPEC,—Finding that my last let-
ter took, I do intend to continue my epis-
tolary correspondence with thee, cm those 
dear ctwfounded creatures, women. Thou 
knowcst, all the little learning I am master 
of is upon that subject: I nere r looked in a 
book but for their sakes. I have lately met 
with two pure stories for a Spectator, which 
I am sure will please mightilv, if they pass 
through thy hands. T h e first of them I 
found by chance in an English book, called 
HenxJotus, that lay in my friend Dapper-
wit's window, as I visited him one morning. 
It luckily opened in the place where I met 
with the fol owing account H e tells us that 
it was the manner among the Persians to 
have several fairs in the kingdom, at which 
all the young unmartied women were an-
nually exposed to sale. T h e men who 
wanted wives came hi ther to provide them-
selves. Every woman was given to the 
highest bidder, and the mone^ which she 
fetched laid aside for the public use, to be 
employed as thou shalt hear by and by. 
By this means the richest people had the 
choice of the market , and culled out all the 
most extraordinary beauties. As soon as 
the fair was thus picked, the refuse was to 
be distributed among the poor, and among 
those who could not go to the price of a 
beauty. Severa lof theseraarr iedtheagree-
ables, without paying a farthing for them, 
unless somebody chanccd to think it worth 
his while to bid for them, in which case the 
best bidder was always the purchaser. But 
now you must know. Spec, it happened in 
Persia, as it does in our own country, that 
there ' was' as many ugly women as beau-
ties or agreeables; so that by consequence, 
after the magistrates had put off a great 
many, there were still a great many that 
stuck upon their hands. In order therefore 
to d e a r the market, the money which the 
beauties had sold for was d i spos^ («f among 
the ugly; so that a poor man, who could 
not afford to have a beauty fbr his wife, 
was forced to take u p with a fortune; the 
greatest portion b d n g always given to the 
most deformed. T o this the author adds, 
that every poor man was forced to live 
kindly with his wife, or, in case he repented 
of his bargain, to return her portion with 
her to the next public sale. 

' W h a t I would recommend to thee on 
this occasion is, to establish such an ima-
ginary fair in Great Britain: thou couldst 
m a t e it very pleasant, by matching wo-
men of quality with cobblers and carmen, 
or describing Utles and garters leading off in 
m a t ccrenwny shopkeepers' and farmers ' 
ilaughtcrs, Though, to tell thee the truth, 
I ara confixindcdly afraid, tliat as the love 
of money prevails in our island more than it 

did in Persia, we should find tliat some of 
our greatest men would choose out the por-
tions, and rival one another for the richest 
piece of deformity; and that, on the con-
trary, the toasts and belles would be l ^ g h t 
up by extravapuit heirs, gamesters, and 
spendthrifts. Thou couldst make very 
pretty reflections upon this occasion in ho-
nour of the Persian politicians, who took 
care, 'by such marriages, to beautify the 
upper part of the species, and to make the 
greatest persons in the government the 
most p ^ e f u l . But this I shall leave to thy 
judicious pen. 

' I have another story to tell thse, which 
Ilikewise met with in a book. It seems the 
general of the Tar tars , after having laid 
siege to a strong town in China, and taken 
it by storm, would set to sale all the women 
that were found in it. Accordingly he put 
each of them into a sack, and, after having 
thoroughly considered the value of the wo-
man who was enclosed, marked the price 
that was demanded for her upon the sack. 
There was a great confluence of chapmen, 
that resorted from every part, with a de-
sign to purchase, which they were to do 
'unsight unseen.' T h e booi: mentions a 
merchant m particular, who observing one 
of the sacks to be marked pretty high, bar-
gained for it, and carried it off with him to 
his house. As he was resting with it upon 
a halfway bridge, he was resolved to take 
a survey of his purchase; upon opening the 
sack, a little old woman popped her n e ^ 
out of i t ; a t which the adventurer was in so 
great a rage, that he was going to shoot her 
out into the river. T h e old lady, however, 
begged him first of all to hear her story, by 
wmch he learned that she was sister to a 
great mandarin, who would infallibly make 
the fortune of his brother-in-law as soon as 
he should know to whose lot she fell. IJpon 
which the merchant again tied her up in 
his sack, and carried her to his house, 
where she proved an excellent wife; and 
procured him all the riches from her bro-
ther that she had promised him. 

' I fancy, if I was disposal to dream a 
second time, I could make a tolerable vision 
upon this plan. I would suppose all the 
unmarried women in London and Wes t -
minster brought to market in sacks, with 
their respective prices on each sack. T h e 
first sack that is sold is marked with five 
thousand pound. Upon the opening of it, I 
find it fillM with an admirable housewife, 
of an agreeable countenance. T h e pur-
chaser, upon hearing her good qualities, 
pays down her price very cheerfuliy. T h e 
second 1 would open should be a five hun-
dred pound sack. T h e lady in it, to our 
surprise, has the face a r d person of a toast. 
As we are wondering how she camc to be 
set at 80 low a price, we hear that she 
would have been valued at ten tliousand 
pound, but that the public had made those 
abatements for her being a scold. I would 
afterwards find some beautiful, modest, and 
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discreet woman, that should be the top of 
the market; and perhaps discover half a 
dozen romps tied up together in the same 
sack, at one hundred po.md a head. T h e 
prude and the coquette should be valued at 
The same priceVthough the first should go 
off the bt t ter of t he t w a 1 fancy thou 
wouldst like such a vision, had I t i r ^ t o 
finish it: because, to talk m thy own ^ y , 
?hTrS U a moral in it, ^Whateve r t h ^ 
mavest think of it. Pj^y^^f® 
any of thy queer apologies for this letter, 
as thou d ^ s t f o r m y last. T h e w o m e ^ o v c 
a gay lively fellow, and are never a n g ^ at 
the Cilleries of one who is their k n o w ad-
mirer I am alwavs bitter upon them But 
weUwiththem. W'^ 'Q^JEYCOMB.' 

No. 512.] Friday, October 17, 1712. 

M l J i n g t o g e t h e r prof i t dol ight . 

T H E R E is nothing which we receive with 
so much reluctance as advice. W c look 
upon the man who gives it us as of fmng an 
affront to our understandiiifl:, and Seating 
us like children or idiots. W e consider the 
instruction as an implicit ccns. im ^ d the 
zeal which any shows for nur good on such 
an occasion, as a piece of presumption or 
i m ^ S c e . T h l t r u t h o f i t i s t h e p e ^ n 
who pretends to advise, does, in tha t par 
ticular, exerr.ise a supcr imty over «s, and 
ran have no other reason for it, but that, m 
c Z p a r i n g ns with himself, he thmks us 
defective either in onr conduct or our un-
derstanding. For these reasons, there is 
nothing so difficult as the art of making 
advicc agreeable; and indeed all the w n -
ters, both ancient and modem, have dis-
tinguished themselves among one another, 
according to the perfection at which they 
have arrived in this a r t How many de-
vices have been made use of, to render this 
hitter portion palatable! Some convey t ^ i r 
instructicms to us in the best chosen words, 
others in the most harmonious numCjers; 
some in points of wit, and othei-s in short 

^ X t l t m o n g all the different ways of givjng 
connscl, I think the finest, and tha t which 
pleases the most universally, is table, m 
whatsoever shape it appears. It we coii-
sider this way of instnicting or giving axi-
vice, it excels all others, because it is the 
least shocking, and the least subject to thoK 
exceptions which I have before mentioned. 

This will appear to us .f we reflect m the 
first place, that upon the reading of a fable 
we are made to believe we advise our^lves^ 
W e penise the author for the f ̂ e of the 
story%nd conader the precepts rather as 
•mr own conclusions than his mstnic i ^ s . 
T h e moral insinuates itself imperceptibly, 
we are taught by surpnse, and Decome 

•wiser and better unawares. In short, by 
this method a man is so far over-i-^ched 
as to think he is directmg himself, while h e 
is following the dictates of another, and 
consequently is not sensible of that which 
is the most unpleasing circumstance in 

^"^In'^e next place, if we look into human 
nature, we shall find that the mmd is never 
so much pleased as when she exerts her-
self in any action that gives her an sdw of 
her own perfections and abilities. I his 
natural pride and ambition of the soul is 
very much gratified in the reading ot a 
fable; for. in writings of this k i n ^ the 
reader comes in for half of the pertorm-
ance; every thing appears to him like a 
discovery of his own; he is busied all the 
while in applying characters and a r c u m -
sunces. and is in this respect l ^ t h a reader 
and a composer. It is no wonder therefore 
that on such occasions, when the rmnd ,s 
thus pleased with itself, and amused with 
its own discoveries, that it is highly 
l ightedwith the writmg which IS t h e ^ 
c a s i o n o f i t For this reason the A b s a l ^ 
and Achitophel was one of the most popular 
poems that appeared m Enghsh. T h e 
^ t r y is indeed very fine; but had it been 
S u c h finer, it would not hav^ so much 
p ieced , without a plan which gave the 
S d e r an opportunity of exeitmg his own 

^ ^ T t o oblique manner of riving advice is so 
inoffensive, that , if we look into ancicnt his-
tories, we find the wise men of old ven-
often chose to give counsel to their kings m 
fables. T o omit many which will occur to 
every one's memor>-, there is a pretty in-
stance of this nature in a Turkish tale, 
which I do not Uke the w o r ^ . 
t ie orienul extravagance which is mixed 

" W ^ a r e t o l d that the Sultan M a h ^ u d ^y 
his perpetual wars abroad ^ d his t? ranm 

r H i d filled his dominions with rum 
^nd d ^ l S a n d half u n p c ^ e d the Per-
sian e ^ i r e T h e vizier to this ^ a t sultan 
fwhethe'^ a humourist or an enthusiast, we (whether a num ^ ^ ^ ^ learned 
rf understand the lan-
l ^ f ^ S t so that there was not a bird 
^ a t could open his mouth but the vizier 
knew what it was he said. As he was one 
evei^ng with the emperor, in their return 
S h u n t i n g , they saw a couple of owls 
upon a tree that grew near an old wall ou 

heap of rubbish. ' I would fam know, 
the sultan, ' what those two owls are 

^ ^ i n g to ^ e another; listen to their dis-
rourse, and give me an account ot it. i iie 
S a p p t ^ c h e d the tree, pretending to 
be very attentive to the two owls. Upon 
h i s r e t U to the sultan, 'S i r , ' ^^yshe, «1 
have heard part of their conven t ion , but 
dare not tefi yoa what it is.' T h e sult:m 
would no tbc4 t i s f i cdwi th such an answer 
but forced him to « p e a t word ^ r woM 
every thing the owls had said, 'You must 
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know then, snid the vizier, ' t h a t one of 
these owls has a f in , and the other a daugh-
ter, between whorrj they arc now upon a 
treaty of maniage. T h e father of the son 
s;utl to the father of the daughter, in my 
hearing, " Brother, I conscnt to this mar-
riage, provided you will settle upon your 
daughter fiftjf niined villages for her por-
tion. " T o which the father of the daughter 
replied, "Instead of fifty, I will give her 
fire hnndred if you please. God ^a i i t a 
Jong life to sultan Mahmoud! Wiiilst he 
reigns orer us, we shail never want ruined 
villages." 

T h e story says, the sultan was so touched 
with the fable, that he rebuilt the towns 
and villages which had been destroyed, and 
from that time fo!T»ard consulted the good 
of his people. 

T o fill up my paper, i shall add a most 
ridiculous piece of natural magic, which 
was taught by no less a philosopher than 
Deraocritiis, namely, that if the blood of 
certain birds, which he mentioned, were 
mixed together, it would producc a serpent 
of such a "wonderful virtue, that -whoever 
did eat it should be skilled in the language 
of birds, and understand every thing they 
said to one another. Whe the r the dervise 
above-mentioned might not have eaten such 
a serpent, I shall leave to the determina-
tion of the learned. O. 

NA 513.] Saturday, October IS, 1712. 
Afflata eat DurDiiifl qqani^o 

J a m prc^r iora Dei . F t ' / . tv. 50. 

W h e n aJl tbc ^od cACf^ r u s b i n ^ o n her smil. 
Drtin. 

THF. following letter comes to me from 
that excellent man in holy orders, whom I 
have mentioned more than once as one of 
that society, who assists me in my specula-
tions. I t is a thought in sickness, and of a 
very serious nature, for which reason I 
give it a place in the paper of this day. 

' SIR,—The indisposition which has long 
hung t ipm me is at last grown to such a 
head, tnat it must quickly make an end of 
me or of itself, ^ o u may imagine, that 
whilst I am in this bad state of health, there 
are none of your works which I read with 
greater pleasure than your Saturday's 
papers. I should be very glad if I could 
furnish you with any hints for that day's 
entertainment. W e r e I able to dress up 
several thoughts of a serious nature, which 
have made g ^ a t impressions on my mind 
during a long fit ofsickness, they might 
not be an improper entertmnment for that 
occasion. 

' Among all the reflections which usually 
rise in the mijid of a sick man, who has 
time and inclination to consider his ap-
proaching end, there is none more natural 
than that of his going to appear naked and 
unbotlicd before Him who made him. 

When a man considers that, as soon as the 
vital union is dissolved, he shall see that 
Supreme Being whom he now contemplates 
at a distance, and only in his works; or, to 
speak more philosophically, when by some 
faculty in the soul, he shall apprehend the 
Divine Being, and be more sensible of his 
presence, than we are now of the presence 
of any object which the eye beholds, a 
man most be lost in carelessness and stu-
>iditv, who Is not alarmed at such a thought. 
!>r. Sherlock, in his excellent treatise upon 

Death, has represented, in very strong and 
lively colours, the state of the soul in its 
first separation from the body, with re-
gard to that invisible world which every 
where surrounds us, though we are not 
able to discover it through this grosser 
world of matter, which is accommodated 
to oursenses in this life. His words are as 
follow: 

" T h a t death, which is our leaving this 
world, is nothing else put putting of! these 
bodies, teaches us that it is only our union 
to these bodies which intercepts the sight 
of the other world. T h e other world is nnt 
at such a distance from us as we may ima-
gine; the throne of God indeed is at a great 
remove from this earth, above the third 
heavens, where he displays his glory to 
those blessed spirits which encompass his 
throne; but as soon as we step out of 
these bodies we step into the other world, 
which is not so properly another world (for 
there is the same heaven and earth still) 
as a new state of life. T o live in these 
bodies is to live in this world; to live out 
of them is to remove into the next: for 
while our souls are confined to these bodies, 
and can look only through these material 
casements, nothing but what is material 
can affect us; nay, nothing but what is so 
gross that it can reflect light, and convey 
those shapes and colours trf things with it 
to the eve: so that, though within this visi-
ble worid there be a more glorious scene 
of things than what appears to us, we per-
ceive nothing at all of it; for this veil of 
flesh parts the visible and invisible world: 
but when we put off these bodies, there are 
new and surprising wonders present them-
selves to our views; when these material 
spectacles are taken off, the soul with its 
own naked eyes sees what was invisible 
before; and then we are in the other world, 
when we can see it, and converse with it. 
Thus St. Paul tells us, that ' when we arc 
at home in the body, we are absent from 
the Lord; but when we are absent from 
the body, we are present with the Lord: ' 
2 Cor. v, 6. 8. And methinks this is enough 
to cure us of our fondness for these bodies, 
unless we think it more desirable to be con-
fined to a prison, and to look through a 
grate all our lives, which rives us but a 
very narrow prospect, and that none of the 
best neither, than to be set at Ubertv to 
view all the glones of the world. W h a t 
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would we give now fov the least glimpse of 
that invisible worW, which the finl step 
•we take out of these bodies will present us 
-with? T h e r e are such t h i n p ' as eye hath 
not seen nor ear heard, neither hath it en-
tered into the heart of man to conceive. 
Death opens our eyes, enlarges our pros-
pect, presents us with a new and more 
elorious world, which we can never see 
while we are shutup in flesh; which should 
make us as willing to part with this veil, as 
to take the film otf of our eyes which hitv 
ders our sight?" 

vr. 

' As a thinking man cannot but be very 
much affected with the idea of his aprear -
ine in the presence of tha t Being " whom 
none can see and live." he must T>e much 
more affected when he considers that this 
Being whom he appears before mi l ex-
amine all the actions of his past life, and 
reward or punish him accordingly. 1 must 
confess tha t I think there is no scheme ol 
rclicion, besides that of Christianity, which 
can possiblv support the most virtuous per-
son under this thought. Le t a man s inno-
cence be what it will, let his virtues rise to 
the highest pitch of perfection attainable in 
this lite, there will be sUll in him so many 
secret sins, so many human frailties, so 
many offences of ignorance, passion, and 
prejudice, so many unguarded wor ts and 
ihotichts. and, in sKort, so m a n y defects in 
his best actions, that , without the advan-
tages of such an expiation and i tonementas 
(^ristianity has revealed to us, it is i i t i p ^ 
sihle that he should be cleared before his 
Sovereign Judge, or that he shcrald be 
able to " stand in his s i g h t " Our h.ily re-
lieion suggests to us the only means where-
b y our guilt may be taken away, and our 
imperfect obedience accepted. 

' I t is this series of thought that I have 
endeavoured to express in the following 
hymn, which I have composed dunng this 
niy sickness. 

I. 
" rinine tWmi the bail oT 4e4lh, 

O erwbelm'J Willi gui l t s n d f t i r , 
I see my MaK^r ftf i " <»« . 

Ohow»l iaUlap( )ear l 

I ! . 
" I f yet wliile imrrlon may be found. 

And oiercymsy M 
My hea r t wi ih inward horror shnnKi . 

A n d trembles a t the ibough l : 

in. 
" W h e n thon .O Lord, shall s tand disckfi'd 

III majeatv neverc, 
And l i t in )iiil«inent on my soul, 

O how shall I appear I 

IV. 
- But thon hast 'old the trnublea mind, 

W h n does lier sins lament , 
Tim titnelv trikiite of her l e w s . 

Shall endless woe prevent. 

V. 
" Th»n see Mrrnws of my t e« r t , 

E r o y e t it b» ton l a w ; 
And liear my Ssvinur ' s dvine r " ® " ' ' 

Tn giv* ihcsc sorrows weigllt. 

For never shall my soul de^ja i i 
Her pardon tnpmcure . 

W h o knows Ihine only Son has (lied 
T o make bet pardon sure." 

' T h e r e is a noblehvmn in French, whicV 
Monsieur Bayle has celebrated for a very 
fine one, a n i which the famous author ot 
the Ar t of Speaking calls an admirable one, 
that turns upon a thought of the same na-
ture. If I could have done it justice m 
English, I would have sent it to you trans-
lated; it was written by Monsieur des Bar-
reux, who had been one of the greatest 
wits and libertines in France, but in his last 
years was as remarkable a penitent. 

•• Grand Dieu, tes jueemens sonl remplis d ' ^ u i t e ; 
Tnu jour s lu prends p l i i s i r a nous etre ptnpice, 
Mais i l l l a n t fa i t dema l , que j a m a i s t a bonle 
N« me pardonneia, s sns cboqiier la justice. 
Oui mon Dieu, la j ranr leut de mon impicie 
Ne laiMS ion apouTOir que le c h o i i du supplice: 
T o n interet s^oppose a ma fcl ic i te : 
E t la Clpmence meme at tend que le periiwe 
Contenie Ion desir, pui« nui'l t 'esi p o r i e u x , 
OflS-nse to i des p l e u r i q u i coulpot de mes y e u j : 
Tonne , t rappe il esi lems, rens moi t ue r r e poofguet rc , 
J 'adnre en perissant la rai«nn qui t a ier i t . 
Ma i s dessus quel endroi l tomhera top tonner*, ^ 
Q u i ne soil tou t con»en dn sang de Jesus t n i i « t . 

' If these thoughts may be serviceable to 
YOU, 1 desire you would place them in a 
proper light, and am ever, with great sin-
cerity, sir, yours, 2cc.' 

No. 514.] Monday, Oclober 20, 1712. 
Me Pama« i desena per a rdna dulcii 

R i p l a t a m o r ; juT«t ire ju«i8 q u a nulla prlorum, 
Casi&liam moili di»eit i t i ir cxb i l i c l i ' o . 

ViTg. G«>re. III. Wl-
B' l i the commandine MuK» my char io t guides. 
Wbict i o'er the dubious clitf »e<ar«ly n d e s : • 
And p l e j s ' d l a m no heaien road l o i a i e . 
But ftrsi tbe way to new discoveries male .— 

' MR. SPECTATOR,—I came home a little 
later than usual the other night; and, not 
finding myself inclined to sleep, I took «p 
Vireil to divert roe until I should be more 
disposed to rest. He is the author whom I 
always choose on such or.casions; no one 
writing in so divine, so harmonious, nor so 
eaual a strain, which leaves the mmd 
composed and softened into an agreeable 
melancholy; the temper m whic^, of all 
others, I choose to close the day. T h e pas-
sages I turned to were those beautiful rap-
tures in his (Jeorgics, where he pn>fesses 
himself entirely given up to the Muses, 
and smit with the love of poetry, passion-
ately wishing to be transported to the cool 
shades and retirements of the mountain 
Haimus- t closed the book and went to 
bed. W h a t 1 had just before been reading 
made so strong an impression on my mind, 
that fancv seemed almost to fulfil to me the 
wish of Virgil, in presenting to roc tlve fol-
lowing vision. _, , 

' Methought 1 was on a sudden placed in 
the plains of Baotia, where at the end of 
the horizon 1 saw the mountain 1 arnassus 
vising before me. T h e prospect was of so 
lartre an extent, that 1 Ions wandered aboul 

, to find a path which should directly lead 
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me to it, had I not seen at some distance a 
grove of trees, which, in a plmn that had 
nothing else remarkable enough in it to fix 
my sis^t , immediately determined me to 
^ thither. W h e n I arrived at it, I found 
It parted out into a great number of walks 
and alleys, which often widened into beau-
tiful openings, as circles or ovals, set round 
with yews and cypresses, with nichcs, 
grottos, and caves, placed on the sides, 
encompassed witli ivy. T h e r e was no 
sound to be heard in the whole place, but 
finly tha t of a gentle breeze passing over 
the leaves of the forest; every thing beside 
was buried in a profound silence. I was 
captivated with the beauty and retirement 
of the place, and never so much, before 
that hour, was pleased with the enjoyment 
of mvself. I indulged the humour, and suf-
fered myself to wander without choice or 
design. A t length, at the end of a range 
of trees, I saw three figures seated on a 
bank of moss, wi th a silent brook creeping 
at their feet. I adored tiiem as the tutelary 
divinities of the place, and stood still to 
take a particular view of each of them. 
T h e middlemost, whose name was Soli-
tude, sat with her a rms across each other, 
and seemed ra ther penavc, and wholly 
taken u p with h e r own thouffhts, than any 
ways gnevcd or displeased. T h e only com-
panions which she admitted into that re-
tirement, were the ffoddess Silence, who 
sat on h e r right hand with her finger on 
her mouth, and cm h e r left Contemplation, 
with her eyes fixed upon the heavens. Be-
fore her lay a celestial globe, with several 
schemes of mathematical theorems. She 
prevented my specch with the greatest 
affability in the world. " F e a r not ," said 
she, " 1 know your request before you 
speak it; you would be led to the mountain 
of the Muses: the only way to it lies 
through this place, and no one is so often 
employed in conducting persons thither as 
myself ." W h e n she had thus spoken, she 
rose from her seat, and I immediately 
placed myself under h e r direction; but 
whilst I passed through the ^ v e I could 
not help inquiring of her who were the 
persons admitted into that sweet retire-
ment. " S u r e l y , " s a i d i , " t h e r e can no-
thing enter here but viitue and virtuous 
thoughts; the whole wood seems designed 
for the reception and reward of such per-
sons as have spent their lives according to 
the dictates of their conscience, and the 
commands of the gods." " Y o u imagine 
r ieh t , " said she: " assure vourself this 
place was at first designed for no other: 
such it continued to be in the reign of Sa-
turn, when none entered here out holy 
priests, deliverers of their country from op-
pression and g r a n n y , who reposed them-
selves here af ter the i r labours, and those 
whom the study and love of wisdom had 
fitted for divine convers.-»tion. But now it 
is become no less dangerous than it was 
before dearable : vice has learned so to 

mimic virtue, that it often creeps in hither 
under its disguise. See there; just before 
you. Revenge stalking by, habited in the 
robe of Honour. Observe not far from him 
Ambition, standing alone; if j o u ask him 
his name, he will tell you it is Emulation, 
or Glory. But the most frequent inti-uder 
we have is Lust, who succeeds now the 
deity to whom in bet ter days this grove 
was entirely devoted. Virtuous Love, with 
Hymen, and the Graces attending him, 
once reigiied over this happy place; a 
whole train of virtues waited on him, and 
no dishonourable thought durst presume 
for admittance. But now, how is the whole 
prospect changed! and how seldom renew-
ed by some few who dare despise sordid 
wealth, and imagine themselves fit com-
panions for so cliarraing a divinity." 

' T h e goddess liad no sooner said thus, 
but we were arrived at the utmost bounda-
ries of the wood, which lay contiCTous to a 
plain that ended at the foot of the moun-
tain. H e r e I kep t close to my guide, being 
solicited by several phantoms, who assured 
me they would show m c a nearer way to 
the mountain of the Muses. Among the 
rest Vanity was exti'emcly impoituiiate, 
having deluded infinite numbers, whom I 
saw wandering at the foot of the hill. I 
turned away from this despicable t roop 
with disdain; and addressing myself to my 
guide, told h e r that, as I had some hopes 1 
should be able to reach up par t of the 
ascent, so I despaired of having strength 
enough to a t t ^n the plain on the top. But, 
being informed by her that it was impossi-
ble to stand upon tlie sides, and that if I did 
not proceed onwards I should irrevocably 
fall down to the lowest verge, I r c s o l v ^ 
to hazard any labour and hardship in the 
attemfrt: so ^ e a t a desire had I of enjoying 
the satisfaction I hoped to meet with at the 
end of my enterprise. 

• T h e r e were two paths, which led u p by 
different ways to the summit nf the moun-
tain: the one was guarded by the genius 
which presides over the moment of our 
births. H e had it in charge to examine 
the several pretensions of tliose who de-
sired to pass tliat way, but to admit none 
excepting those only w]\om Melpomene 
had looked with a p r ^ i t i o u s eve at the 
hour of their nativity. "The other way was 
guarded by Diligence, to whom many of 
those persons applied who had met with a 
denial the otlier way; but he was so tedious 
in granting their request, and indeed after 
admittanci the way was so very intricate 
and laborious, tha t many, after they had 
made some progress, chose ra ther to re-
turn back than procecd, and very few per-
sisted so long as to arr ive at the end tliey 
proposed. Besides these two paths, which 
at length severally led to the top of the 
mountain, there was a third made u p of 
these two, which a little af ter the entrance 
joined in one. This carried those happy 
few, whose good fortune it was to find it. 
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Uircctiv to t h e th rone of Apollo. I do not 
know -whether I should even now h a v e had 
the resolution to have demanded ^ t r a n c e 
at c i ther of these doors, h a d I not seen a 
pcasimt-like m a n (followed by a numerous 
^ l o v e l y t ra in of youths of both sexes) 
insist up . i l ent rance for a l l j h o r a h e 
up. i s p u t m e in m m d of the coon tn ' 
clown w h o is painted in t h e m a p fo r lead-
ing prince Eugene over tlve Alps. H e h ^ 
a bundle of p a p e r s in lus h a n d ; and p r ^ 
riucinK several , t ha t h e said were given to 
h i m T y hands which he k n e w Apollo would 
allow as passes: among which, me though t 
I saw some of m y own w n t m g ; t h e whole 
assembly was admit ted , and gave b y their 
Tirrience a new beauty and pleasure to 

h a p p y mans ions . ' I found t h e man 
p r e i n d to enter himself , but s e ^ e d 

as a kinS of forester in t h e lawns, to direct 
n^-sieneers w h o by the i r own m e n t , o r in-
S n T h e p r o c ^ r ^ / o r 
tue enouch to travel tha t way. I looked v e ry 
S t e X e l v upon this k ind homely benefac-
t o ^ ^ d i r i i v e me, M r . Specta tor , rf I 
owii to you 1 took h i m for yourself. W e 
were no sooner entered, hut w e were 
snrinWed t h r e e t imes wi th the wate r of t h e 
f i u n u i n of Aganippe , w h i c h h ^ V ® " ® ^ 
deliver us f rom all h a r m s , b u t only envy, 
which reached even to t h e ^ d of our jour-
nev W e h a d not proceeded f a r in the 
mi'ddle pa th , when w e a m v e d a t t ^ sum-
mit of the hill, w h e r e ««=re i m m ^ a t e y 
appeared to us twofigurcs , which extremely 

m y attention: t h e one was a young 
n y m ^ S t h e p r i m e of h e r youth a ^ 
b J ^ t v ; she h a d wings on h e r shouldcR 
^ d feet and was able t o t ransport h e r w l f 
W t h f m o s t distant «:gions in t h e smallest 
space of t ime. S h e w ^ continually varying 
h e r dress, sometimes into t h e most na tura 
and becoming habits in the world, and a t 

into t h i most wi ld and 
t ha t can be imagined. T h e r e stood by h e r 
a man full a g e d \ n d o f grea t S ^ ^ ^ t y - j h o 
corrected h i r inconsistencies bv show-
ing them in his mir ror , and still flung h e r 
affected and unbecoming ornaments down 
the A t i S L i n , which f e l f i n the plain below 
and w e r e ga thered up and wore w i th ^ rea t 
t a t ° s S n by those t ha t inhabited i t " ^ h e 
^ I m e of th i s i y m p h was Fancy t h e daugh-
t e r of L iber ty , t h e most beautiful ot all tlie 
m o u n t ^ n n v m p h s : t h e other was l u d g -
mCTt,^he offspring of T i m e , and t h e only 
S he acknowledged to be his. A youth, 
X sat upon a t h r S n e just be tween t hem. 
w L the i r genuine offspring; 
W i t and his seat was composed ot the 
works of t h e most celebrated au tho r^ I 
r ^ l d not b u t see wi th a secret joy. t h f . 
t W h t h e G r e e k s and Romans m a d e t h e 
m S v , y r t our own count rymen were 
S p T f x t teth in n u m b e r and dignity. I 
w i " o w ^ f f ibeny to t a k e a 
of t ha t de l ich t fu l region. I was inspired 

new v f o u r and life 
thing in nobler and morepleas .ng views than 

before : I b rea thed a p u r e r s t h w in a sky 
which was a continued azure , gi lded w i ^ 
pe rpe tua l sunshine. T l i e two s u r n m i « of 
k e moun tun rose on each side, and f o m e d 
in t h e midst a most delicious v^le, t^he habi-
taUon of the Muses, and of such had com-
posed works wor thy of jmmortal i tv . Apollo 
was seated upon a th rone of gold, and for 
a canopy an aged laurel spread its boughs 
L d its^ihade over h i s h e . f H i s i K j w ^ i d 
quiver lay at his f e e t H e he ld h i s h a i r > 
ills hand whilst the Muses round a b m t 
h i m celebrated wi th hymns his victory er 
t h e serpent Python, and sometimes sung 
in softer notes t h e loves of Leucothoe and 
Daphnis . H o m e r . Virgi l , and M i ton were 
seated t h e nex t to t hem. Behind were a 
Ki-eat number of o the rs ; among w h o m 1 was 
surprised to see some in t h e haln t of L a p -
landers, w h o notwithstanding t h e uncouto-
ness of the i r dress had lately obtained a 
p lace on t h e mountain. I s a w P i n t o r walk-
n e alone, no one dar ing to accost him. unti l 

Cowley joined himself to h i m ; but , ^ w . n g 
w e a r y of one w h o almost wa lked h i m out 
rf b rca th , h e lef t h im for H o w c e and 
Anacreon, wi th w h o m h e seemed inhtiitely 

' ^ " I ' f ' M e f a r t h e r I saw another ^ p of 
fisures: I m a d e up to them^, and found it 
w^as Socrates dictat ing to X e n o p h ^ , and 
t h e spiri t of P la to ; but most of all , M u s x u s 
h a d t h e m a t e s t audience a t a t h im. i 
was at too grea t a distance t o hea r w h a t h e 
said, or to discover the faces of his h e a r e r ; 
only I thought I now perceived Virgil , w h o 
h a d joined t h e m , and stood in a pos ture fuU 
of admirat ion a t the ha rmony of h i s "OTOS. 

• Last ly , a t t h e very br ink of the hill, 1 
saw Boccalini sending despa tches t o t h e 
world below of w h a t happened upon t^ar-
nassus; b u t I perceived h e did it without 
leave of the MSses, and by s teal th , arid was 
unwill inc to have t h e m revised by Apollo. 
S d now, f rom this h e i g h t a^d serene 

k T S h d d t h e infinite cares a n ^ e t i e s 
T^th which mortals below « u g h t out the i r 
way through t h e maze of life. I saw the 
p a t l of V i r t ue lie s t ra ight before t h e m , 
whilst In teres t , or some roahcious demon, 
still h u m e d t h e m out of t h e way. I was 
S once touched wi th pleasure a t m y own 
hnriT^iness and compassion a t t h e sight ot 
S ' S r i c a b l e e r ro r . . H e r ^ t h e two 
contending passions rose so h igh , t ha t t hev 
we^rkicons^stei i t wi th t h e sweet r e p o s e ! 
enioved; and, awaking wi th a sudden s ta r t , 
t h e only consolation I could admi t of for m y 
loss wa-s the hopes t ha t this relation of m y 
d r e a m will not displease you. ' I -

No. 515.] Tuesday, October 21. i n 2 . 
P u i k t me « t n i w r e t . q u i t a n i m m o r e j c a n t a b a t mi ld 
Monuisse fruaira T.r. Hmut. Acl il- Sc. 3. 

Tice, wHo aie the c h a r a c t e r of these creaturen. 

' MR. SPECTATOR,—I a m obliged t o you 
for printing t h e account I lately sent you of 
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a coquette who distui-bed a sober congre-
gation in the city of London. T h a t intdl i-
gence ended at h e r taking a coach, and 
bidding the driver go where he knew. I 
cotjld not leave her so, but dogged her, as 
ha rd as she drove, to Paul 's cburch-vard 
whei'e there was a stop of coaches attend-
ina; company coming out of the cathedral. 
1 his gave me an opportunity to hold u p a 

crown to her coachman, who gave me the 
signal tliai be would hurry on and make no 
haste, as you know the way is when they 
fai'our a chase. By his many kind blun-
dei-s, driving against other coachcs, and 
slipping off some of his tackle, I could 
keep u p -with him, and lodged mv fine ladv 
in the par ish of St. James's. A s l g u e s s e d , 
when I first saw her at church, her busi-
ness IS to win hearts, and throw them away 
regarding nothing but the tr iumph. I h a ^ 
had the happiness, by tracing h e r through 
ail with whom I heard she was acquainted, 
to find one who was intimate with a friend 
of mine, and to be introduced to h e r notice 
J have made so good a use of my time, as 
to procure from that intimate of hers one of 
her letters, which she writ to h e r when in 
the country. Th i s epistle of her own mav 
serve to alarm the world against her in cr-
dinarj- life, as mine, I hope, did thnse who 
shall behold her at church. T h e letter was 
written last winter to the lady who gave it 
me; and I doubt not but you will find it the 
soul of a happy self-loving dame, that 
takes all the admiration she can meet with 
and returns none of it in love to her ad-
mirers. 

DEAR JENNY,—I am glad to find you 
are likely to be disposed of in marriage so 
much to your appinbation as vnu tell me. 
1 ou say you are afraid only of me, for I 
shall laugh at ycur spouse's airs. I be s of 
you not to fear it. for I am too nicc a dis-
cemer to laugh at any, but whom most 
other people think fine fellows; so that 
vour clear may bring you h i ther as soon as 
his horses are in case enough to appear in 
town, and you wiU be very safe against anv 
raillery you may apprehend from me; f o r i 
am surrounded with coxcombs of my own 
making, who a re all ridiculous in a manner 
wherein your good man, I presume, cannot 

As men who cannot raise 
their fortunes, and are uneasy under the in-
capacity of shining in courts, rail at ambi-
t im ; so do awkward and insipid women, 
who cannot warm the hearts, and charm 
the eyes of men, rail at affectation: but she 
that has the joy of seeing a man's heart 
leap into his eyes at beholding her, is m no 
pain lor want of esteem among the crew of 
that par t of her own sex, who have no 
spirit but that of envy, and no language but 
that of mahcc. I do not in this, I hope, ex-
press myself insensible of the merit of Leo-
dacia, who lowers her beauty to all but her 
husband, aiid never spreads h e r charms 
but to gladden him who has a right to 

them; I say, I do honour to those who can 
be coquettes, and are not such; but I des-
pise all who would be so, and, in despair of 
arriving at it themselves, hate antl vilify 

those who can. But be that as it wiU, 
in answer to your desire of knowing my 
hiMory: one of my chief present pleasures 
is in country-dances; and in obedience to 
me, as well as the pleasure of coming u p to 
me, with a good grace, showing themselves 
in their address to others in my presence, 
and the like opportunities, they are all 
proficients that way; and 1 had t^e happi-
ness of being the other night where we 
made six couple, and every woman's part-
ner a professed lover of mine. T h e wildest 
imagination cannot form to .itself, on any 
occasion, higher delight than I acknow-
ledge myself to have been in all tha t even-
ing. 1 chose out of my admirers a set of 
men who must love me, and gave them 
partners of such of my own sex who most 
envied me. 

" M y way is, when any man who is mv 
admirer pretends to give himself airs 6( 
merit, as at this t ime a certain gentleman 
you know did, to mortify him bv favouring 
in his presence the most insignificant crea-
ture I can find. At this ball I was led into 
the company by pretty Mr, Fanfly, who 
you know, is the most obsequious, well-
shaped, well-bred woman's man in the 
town. I at first entrance declared him m r 
partner if I danced at all; which put the 
whole assembly into a grin, as forming no 
terrors f rom such a rival. But we had not 
been long in the room before I overheard 
the meritorious gentleman above-mentioned 
say, with an oath, ' T h e r e Is no raillery in 
the thinfr, she certainly loves the p u p p y . ' 
M y gcntieman, when we were dancing, 
took an occasion t o b e ve rvsof t in his ogiine 
upon a lady he danced with, and whom he 
knew of all women 1 loved itiost to outshine. 
T h e contest began who could plague the 
other most. I , who do not care a farthing 
for him, had no hard task to outvex him. 
I madePanf ly , with a very little encourage-
ment, cut ca_pers coufief, and then sink 
Wirt all the air and tenderness imaginable, 
NVTien he performed this, I observed the 
gentleman you know of, fall into the same 
way, and imitate a< well as he could the 
despised Fanfly. I cannot well give vou, 
v'ho are so grave a country lady, the idea 
of the ioy we have when we see a stubborn 
b e a n breaking, or a man of sense turning 
fool for our sakes; but this happened to our 
fnend, and I expect his attendance when-
ever I go to church, to court, to the play, 
or the park . This is a sacrifice due to us 
women of genius, who have the eloquence 
of beauty, an easy mien. I mean bv an easy 
mien, one which can be on occasion easilv 
affected: for I must tell you, dear Jenny, I 
hold one maxim, which is an uncommon 
one, to wit, T h a t rair greatest charms are 
owing to affectation. I t is to that our arms 
can lodge so quietly just over our hips, and 
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the fan can play without any force or mo-
tion but just of the wrist. I t is to affectation 
we owe the pensive attention of Deioamia 
at a tragedy, the scornful approbation ot 
Dulcimara at a comedy, and the lowly 
aspect of Lanquicelsa at a sermon, 

To tell you the plain truth, I know no 
pleasure but in being admired, and have 
yet never failed of attaining the approba-
tion of the man whose regard 1 had a mind 
to. You see all the men who make a figure 
in the world (as wise a look as they are 
pleased to put upon the matter") are moved 
>y the same vamtv as I am. W h a t is there 

m ambition, but to make other people s 
wiUs depend upon yours? This indeed is 
not to be aimed at by one who has a genius 
no hieher than to think of being a vciy 
eood housewife in a country gentleman s 
family. T h e care of poultry and pigs are 
great enemies t o . t h e countenance: the 
vacant look of a fine lady is not to be pre-
served, if she admits any thing to take up 
her thoughts but her own dear person, but 
1 interrupt you too long from your cares, 
and myself from ray conquests. am, 
madam, your roost humble servant. 

' Give me leave, Mr . Spectator, to add 
h e r friend's answer to this epistle, who is a 
very discreet ingenious woman.' 

" DEAH GATTT,—I U k e vour raillery in 
venr good part , and am obliged to you tor 
the free air with which you speak of your 
own gayeties. But this is but a barren 
supeificial pleasure; for, indeed, Gatty, we 
are made for roan; and ra senous s ^ n e s s 1 
must tell you, whether you yourself know 
it or no, all these gallantries tend to no 
other end but to be a wife and a mother as 
fast as you can. 1 am, madam, your most 
obedient servant." ^ • 

No. 516.1 Wednttday, Odober^^, 1712. 
I m m o r l s l e o d i u m , et n u i n i i i i m s a n n b i l e T u l n i n ; 
In6« f u r o r vulgcp, quod n i i m i i i » ' " ' i " " ' / ' ' ? . , ^ ™ 
Odi I o t u c q u c locus ; q u o m eo lM c t e d i l h a W n d o s 
E«E DEW, QU<H IPWOOLAL. ^ G,, 3, 

4 t n i i l e f , t i m e tiut o f mini i , b e j o n . 
A p d m u i n a l l j bpciueathed f r o m s i re t o ""O • 
K e l i a i o u ! spili" i n d p i o u s sp leen Orel n r< i 
T h e o u a r r e l w l l i ch so I on? t h e b i z n t s n u " ' ; 
E a c h ca l l s t h e o t h e r ' s j o d a s e M e i e s s s locK, 
B i s o w n d l v i o e . 

OF all the monstrous passions anid opi-
nions which have crept into the world, 
there is none so wonderful as that tnosc 
who profess the common name ot Chris-
tians should pursue each other with rancour 
and hatred for difference in their way of 
following the example of their Saviour. I t 
seems ^ natural that all who pursue the 
steps of any leader should form themselves 
after his manner, that it is impossible to 
account for effects so different from what 
•we might expect from those who proless 
themsdves followers of the highest pattern 
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of meekness and charity, but by ascnbing 
such cffecls to the ambition and corruption 
of those who are so audacious with souls 
full of fury, to serve at the altars of the 
God of Peace. 

T h e massacres to which the church ot 
Rome has animated the ordinary people, 
arc dreadful instances of the truth of this 
observation; and whoever reads the history 
of the Irish rebellion, and the cruelties 
which ensued thereupon, will be sufficiently 
convinced to what rage poor ignorants may 
be worked up by those who profess holiness 
and become incendiaries, and, under the 
dispensation of grace, promote evils abhor-
rent to nature. 

T h e subject and catastrophe, which de-
serve so well to be remarked by the pro-
testant world, will, I doubt not, be con-
sidered by the reverend and learned prelate 
that preaches to-morrow before many of 
the descendants of those who perished on 
that lamentable dav, in a manner suitable 
to the occasion, anil worthy his own great 
virtue aral eloquence. 

I shall not dwell upon it any farther, but 
only transcribe out of a little tract, called 
the Christian Hero," published in 1701, 
what I find there in honour of the re-
nowned hero, William III . who rescued 
that nation from the repetition of the same 
disasters. His late majesty, of glonous 
memorv, and the most Christian king, are 
cMiside'red at the conclusion of that treatise 
as heads of the protestant and Roman-
catholic world in the following manner. 

• There were not ever, before the entrance 
of the Christian name into the world, men 
who have msunt ained amore renowned car-
riage, than the two great rivals who pos-
sess the full fame of the present age, and 
will be the theme and examination of the 
future. Thev are exactly formed by nature 
for those ends to which heaven seems to 
have sent them amongst us. Both animated 
with a restless desire of glory, but pursue 
it by different means, and with ditterent 
motives. T o one it consists m an extensive 
u n d i s p u t e d empire over his subjects, to the 
other in their rational and voluntary obe-
dience. Ones happiness is founded in their 
want of power, the others in tlieir want of 
desire to oppose him. T h e one enjoys the 
summit of fortune with the l u x u i j of a 
Persian the other with the moderation of a 
Spartan. One is made to oppress, the other 
to relieve the oppressed. T h e one is satis-
fied with the pomp and ostentation of power 
to prefer and debase his inferiors; the other 
delighted only with the cause and founda-
tion of it to cherish and protect them, i o 

« c^tef^ie. w h f t w&s o e v e r i t l sens iWe t o h i s o w n fX>ib« 
a n d W I i c s , b n t w h o n e v i T tiadcourairi> t o c n n e c t i l iem 
is «aid 10 h a v e w r i t l m t h i s littW t r a c t , whi le J j u n t e d 
in a l l t h e r i i x i p e i i o i i o f . so ld ie r ' s h f t . t o P " ' " 
Dos .« of « p r i v a t e m a n u a l , a n d t o b a v e p-lMishfid i t un -
Ser t h e hope t i a t i i w o u W compel d i m t o K i m e t h n i g 
l ika «n i m i t a t i o n of t h e c h a r a c t e r h e d r a w n 
f b r t n n a t e l T tor h i m . i t f a i l ed o f i t s clfect, a n d se rved 
b u t t o m i i e t u s etr t i ra t b e m o r e t o n s p i c u o u s 
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one therefore relirion Sa but a convenient 
disguise, to the other a vigorous motive of 
ac tnn . 

' For , without such ties of real and solid 
honnur, there is no way of forming a mo-
narch, but after the Machiavelian scheme, 
by which a prince must seem to have all 
virtues, but reaJly be master of none; he is 
to be libcraj, merciful, and just, only as 
they se t re his interests; while, with the 
noble art of hypocrisy, empire would be to 
be extended, and new conquests be made 
by new devices, by which prompt address 
his creatures might insensibly give law in 
the business of life, by leading men in the 
entertainment of it. 

' T h u s , when words and show are apt to 
pass for the substantial things they are only 
to express, there would need no more to 
enslave a country but to adorn a court; for 
while every man's vanity makes him be-
lieve himself capable of becoming luxury, 
enjoyments are a ready bait for sufferings, 
and the hopes of preferment invitations to 
servitude; which sVvcry would be coloured 
with all the a ^ e m e n t s , as they call it, 
ima^nable . T h e noblest ar ts and artists, 
the finest pens and most elerant minds, 
jointly employed to set it off with the vari-
ous embellishments of sumptuous entertain-
ments, charming assemblies, and polished 
discourses, and those apostate abilities of 
men, the adored monarch might profusely 
and skilfully encourage, while they flatter 
his virtue, and | i l d his vice at so high a 
rate, tha t he, without scorn of the one, or 
love of the other, would alternately and 
occasionally use both; so that his Iwinty 
should support h im in his rapines, his mercy 
in his cruelties. 

' N o r is it to give things a more severe 
look, than is natural, to suppose such most 
be the conse<]uences of a prince's having no 
other pursuit than that of his own glory; 
for if we consider an infant bom into tlie 
world, and beholding itself the mightiest 
thing in it, itself the present admiration and 
future prospcct of a fawning people, who 
profess themselves great or mean, accord-
ing to the figure he is to make amongst 
them, what fincy wonld not be debauched 
to believe they were but what they pro-
fessed themselves—his mere creatures; and 
use them as such by purchasing with their 
lives a boundless renown, which he, for 
want of a more just prospect, would place 
in the number of his slaves, and the extent 
of his territories? Such undoubtedly would 
be the trarical effects of a prince's living 
with no religion, which are not to be sur-
passed but by his having a false one. 

' If ambition were spirited with zeal, what 
would follow, but t ha t his people should be 
converted into an army, whose swords can 
make right in power, and solve controversy 
in belief? And if men should be stiff-necked 
to the doctrine of that visible church, let 
them be contented with an oar and a chain, 
in the midst of stripes and anguish, to con-

template on Him " whose yoke is easy and 
whose burden is l igh t . " 

' W i t h a tyranny begun on his own sub-

{'ects, and indignation that others draw their 
ireath independent of his frown or smile, 

why should he not proceed to the seizure 
of tKe world? And if nothing but the thirst 
of sway were the motive of his actions, 
why should treatises be other than mere 
words, or solemn national compacts be any 
thing but a halt in the march of that army, 
who are never to lay down their arms until 
all men are reduced to the necessity of 
hanging their lives on his wayward will; 
who might supinely, and at leisure, expiate 
his own sins by other men's sufferings, while 
he daily meditates new slaughter and con-
quests? 

• For mere man, when giddy with un-
bridled power, is an snsat ate idol, not to 
be appeased with mytiads offered to his 
pride, which m a y b e puffed up by the adu-
lation of a base and prostrate world into an 
opinion that he is something more than 
human, by being something less: and, alas, 
what is there that mortal man will not be-
lieve of himself, when complimented with 
the attributes of God? H e can then con-
ceive thoughts of a power as omnipresent 
as his. But, should there be such a foe 
of mankind now u ^ n earth, have our sins 
so far provoked Heaven, that we are left 
utterly naked to his fury? Is there no power, 
no leader, no genius, tfiat can conduct and 
animate us to our death, or to our defence? 
Yes; our great God never gave one to reign 
by his permission, but he gave to another 
also to reign by his grace. 

'A l l the circumstances of the illustrious 
life of our prince seem to have conspired to 
make him the check and bridle of tj-ranny; 
for his mind has been strengthened and 
confirmed b y one continued struggle, and 
Heaven has educated him by adversity to 
a quick sense of the distresses and miseries 
of mankind, which he was bom to redress. 
In just scorn of the trivial glories and light 
ostentations of power, tha t glorious instru-
ment of Providence moves, like that , in a 
steady, calm, and silent course, indepen-
dent either of applause or calumny; which 
renders him, if^not in a political, yet in a 
moral, a philosophic, an heroic, and a Chris-
tian sense, an absolute monarch: who, sa-
tisfied with this unchangeable. Just, and 
ample glory, must needs turn all his regards 
from himself to the service of others; for 
he begins his enterprise with his own share 
in the success of t hem; for i n t emty bears 
in itself its reward, nor can that which 
depends not on event, ever know disap-
po ntment. 

' W i t h the undoubted character of a glo-
rious cap tdn , and (what he much more 
values than the most splendid titles,) that 
of a sincere and honest man, he is the hope 
and stay of Europe, an universal good; not 
to ^ en grossed by us only, for distant po-
tentates implore his friendship, and injured 
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No. sir.] 
empires court h i s assistance 
worid not by nn nvasion of t h e people or 
A e ear th b a t t h e address of its p n n c e s ; 
Ind ff t ha t world s h m l d be agam r o u ^ d 
from the repose which h i s prevailing airns 
h T e W e n i t ^ h y should we not hope t ha t 

an Almighty , by « h o s e in^uence 
enemy tha t th inks himself p r e -

i r ^ d ^ i r b a S a v find he is but r ipe for 
and t ha t there may be m the 

womb o f T i i ^ p e a t incidents, which may 
S e the S t ^ > p h e of a p i ^ p e r o u s life 
S a n f o r t u i S e as c f c par t icular scenes of i 

a skilful eye and resolute a r m to o b s e ^ e 
and grasp t h e occasion. A p n n c e , wtio 
f rom— 

-rui t riiuiD et ii. 325. 
Glor ia— 
Troy 1. no moct, .i.d niiura . ^ ^ ^ 

T . 

No. 517.] Thursday, October 22,1712. 

Keu pie taf ! beu p t i s M fidM ^ ^ ^ vi. 878. 

W r . last n i g h t r e c e i v e d a 
at cur club, which v e r y s ^ s i b l y am>cteQ 

h e a n n s of it. l o Coveriey is dead. 
H ^ d T p a k l d t h ^ M f e a t his h ^ s e in the 
^ r n m a t o a few weeks sickness. Sir 
i ^ d K W p S r t ha s a le t ter f rom one of 
w f S ^ e s 3 n t s in those par t s t ha t in-
to Wm t h e old m a n caught a cold a U h e 
c r^ ty - se s s ions , as h e was very w a r m l y 
p S i n g an ^ddt^ss of h i s own penning, 
fn X c h h e succeeded according to his 
wish^e^i But this par t icular comes f rom a 
whig 3>.stice of peSce, who_was always S r 
•Roeer's enemy and antagonist. 1 have let 
f e r f bo\h f r o J . t h e chaplain and (^pta .n 
Sentrv. which mention nothing of it, b w 

a re fi\led w i th manv P ^ ' ^ f 
nniiT nf t h e eood old man. I hav^e l i tewis« 
"a k t t e r f ~ m ® T e but ler , w h o took ^ much 
care of m e last summer when I was at the 
knight ' s house. A s 

diminution 
• HONOUSED S i R . - K n o w i n g tha t you 

was m y old master ' s good friend, I could n r t 
r V ' vou t h e melancholy news 
K d e a S w V c ^ h ^ afflicted t h / w h o l e 

well as h i s poor servanU, who 
w j T i r T may say, W e r t h a n we did 
our live ' l a^^^I to i^ he caught his deat\i 
?he asfcnunU-sessions. where h e would go 
tne l is t cfwniv ^ ^ ^ ^ i d o w woman, 
t o see justice done to » , , 
and h e r fatherless children, tha t h a d been 

wroneed by a neighbouring gent leman; for 
v n ^ n o w sir mv good mas ter was always 
r p ^ r • m a n - a i l e n d . . U n r n h i s coming 
h o m r t h e first complaint h e made was , 
t h « h e h ^ lost h i s r<^st-beef stomach, not 
beins a b ^ to touch a sirloin, which was 
^ Sp according to custom; ^ d you 
know h e used to t ake g rea t delight m i t 
F r o m tha t t ime forward W w worse ^ d 
woi^e, but still k e p t a good hea r t to t h e 
last. Indeed we were once in h°p® 
of his reco^•e^y, upon a k ind m e s f S® 
was sent h i m f rom the widow lady whom 
h e had m a d e lo^-e to the f^^Y 
his l ife; but this only proved a 
before dea th . H e has bequea thed to this 
lady, as a token of his love, a grea t p w r l 
n ^ l S e . and a couple of silver b r a c k s 
set with jewels, which belonged to m y 
old lady his mother . H e has bequeathed 
t h e fine whi te gelding t h a t h e used to n d e 
a hunt ing upon to his chaplain,_ b c c a u ^ h e 
t h S t ^ w o u l d be kind to h im; and has 
I K u S i h i s books. H e has, moreover , 
S S h e d to t h e chaplain a v e ^ W 
i m e m e n t w i t h g o ^ lands about i t . i t b ^ 
S T v W ^ r f d a T w h e n h e made his will, 

h e ^ e f t fo r moumlng to every man in t ^ 
S l r i sh a grea t fr ieze-coat, and t o every 
^ g a g h t to see h im t ake leave of h ' s ^ r 
selvants, commending us all for our fidelity, 
w h u S w e were not able to speak a word 
for w e e S A s w e most of us are grown 

in our dea r mas te r ' s serv.c^. 
h e has left us p e n a o n s and legacies, w h ch 
we may live y tvv comfortaSly u ^ n t h e 
remaining p a r t of our days. H e has be-
queathed a grea t deal m o r e m chan t> , 
^ . h i ch i s not yet c o m e . t o m y k n ^ ' l f ^ g ^ ' 
and it is peremptor i ly said in tfie 
hp >ia« rft money to build a steeple to tne 
cha'^^h; fo r he w i s h e a r d to - y some t m e 

m a d ? a ' v S - ^ g o o d end. a n d never speal^s 

f a m l r o f t h ^ c T e r l e y s . on the l e f t ^ a n d 
^ h ^ f l h e r S i r - W u r . T h e coffin was 
f a r r i k by sU of h U tenants , and t h e pa l l 
h t l d up b^ six of t h e quonim. T h e whole 
n t r i s h followed t h e corpse wrth heavy 
h S S ^ i d in their mourning suits; the rncn 
in fr ieze and t h e women in riding-ho.^s. 
C a E ^ t ' - y . ' " y t^ephew has 

h k e H o s s e s s i o n o f the Hall-house, and t h e 
whole « t a t e . W h e n m y old mas ter ^ w 
him a little before his dea th , h e shook bim 
b f he hand , and wished lum 
e l t a t e which was falling t o h>m, d e « n n g 
^ im only to m a k e a gooS use of it. and to 
pay t h e several legacies, and t h e p t ^ oi 
& t y , which he U i h im he had left ^ 
quit-rents upon t h e estate. T h e captain 
?ruly seems a courteous man. though h e 
says but little, H e m a k e s much of t l ^ s e 
whom my master loved, and shows 
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kindness to the old house-dng;, that yru an afternoon with great pleasure to vourself 
know my poor master was so fond of. It and to the public. It belongs to the church 
would have gone to vnur heart to have of Stebon-fleath, commonly called Step-
heard the moans the dumb creature made ney. Whe the r or no it Ije that the people 
on the day of my master 's death. He has of that parish have a particular genius for 
ne^•erjt^yed himself since; no more has anv an epitaph, or that there be some poet 
of ns. It was the melancholiest day for the among them who undertakes that work by 
poor people that ever happene<1 in Wot - the great, I cannot tell; but there are more 
cestershire. This being all from, honoured remarkable inscriptions in that place than 
sir, your most sorrowful servant, ' — . — . — j t 

' E D W A R D BISCUIT. 
' P . S. My master desired, some weeks 

before he died, that a book which comes 
up to you by the carrier, should be given 
to Sir Andrew Freeiwrt in his name." 

This letter, notwithstanding the poor 
butler's manner of writini; it, gave us such 
an idea of our good old friend, that upon 
the reading of it there was not a dry eye in 
the club. Sir Andrew, opening the bi>ok, 
found it to be a collection of acts of parlia-
men t T h e r e was in particular the Act of 
Unifopmitv, with some passagm in it mark-
ed by Sir Roser's own hand, Sir Andrew 
found tha t they related to two or three 
points which he had disputed with Sir 
Koger the last time he appeared at the 
club. Sir Andrew, who would have been 
merry at such an incident on another occa-
sion, at the sight of the old man's writing 
burst into tears, and put the book in his 
pocket Captain Sentry inarms me that 
the knight has left rings and mourning for 
every one in the club. O. 

in any other I have met with; and I may 
say, without vanity, that there is not a gen-
tleman ill England better read in tomb-
stones than myself, ray studies having laid 
very much in church-yards. I shall beg 
leave to send you a couple of epitaphs, for a 
sample of those I have just now ment ion^. 
T h e y are written in adifferent manner; the 
first being in the diffused and hixuriant, the 
second in the close contracted style. T h e 
first has much of the simple and pathetic; 
the second is something light, but nervous. 
T h e first is thus: 

' n e r r n n x n M Sappe r l i ;> i n i e r r ' d . A h w h y ' 
B o r n in Sew E n n l a n d , dirt in L t indrm ^ i e ; 
W a s i b e t h i r d snn of e i f f i t , npon 
H i » m o i t w r M a r t h a , bv h i s f t l l i e r i r ihn . 
Mcicli h r o u r - d by hi« p r i n r e h r ' f a n l o bp 
BUI III[« b ? d e a t h a t 1ft' a g e of i w n i i v - i h r w 
i a i a l t n h . t n n - a . t h a t w e i .mall-pox i m n t . 
By w h i c h hj« m o l h p r a n d lv .o b r d h r w c a m e 
A l s o t o b r ea the i h e i r l««t , n i n e y e , r j b»fore 
A n d n o w h a r e If A i h » i r r a t n f r l o d e p l n r t ' 
T h » I r m of all h i j ch i ld ren , w i i h h i a w i f e . 
W h o w a i t h e j o y a a d M r a f o t t of hia life " 

N a 518.] Friday, Odober 24, 1712. 

M i a e r u m es t a l i e n s i n e u m b e r e f a m e , 
V t eol lapaf t r a a o t s u b d u c t i s recia co lumoi^ . 

/Hff. S a t . v i i i . I t . 
T i s poor rel»in»on a n o t h e r ' s ftnM; 
F o r . l a k e Ibe p i i la rs b u t a w a y , a n d nil 
T h e s u p e r t l r u c l i i r e m u s t i s r u i n s &1I .—Ki^aey . 

THIS being a day of business with me, I 
must make the present entertainment like 
a treat at a house-warming, out of such 
presents as have been sent meby my guests. 
T h e first dish which I serve up is a letter 
come fresh to my hand. 

' MR. SPECTATOR,—It is with inexpres-
sible sorrow that I hear of the death of good 
Sir Roger, and do heartily condole with 
you upon so melancholy an occasion. I 
think you ought to have blackened the 
edges of a paper which brought us so ill 
news, and to have had it s U m p ^ likewise 
m black. I t is €xp€Ct6d of you th^t von 
should write his epitaph, anii, if possible, 
fill his place in the club with as wonhy 
and diverting a member. I question not 
but you will receive many recommenda-
tions from the public of suc1\ as will appear 
candidates for that ]>ost. 

•Since I am talkmgof death, and have 
mentioned an epitaph, I must tell you, sir, 
that I have made a discovery of a church-..laL ^ „a -c •Ii.iuc in a cnutcti- stramt upon his countenance, and cndea-
yanJ in which 1 believe you might spe^id i vours to look like the rest of the world; 

' T h e second is as follows: 
" Here l ies t h e body o f D a n i e l San) , 
8|Xltle6cl<l9 w e a v e r , a a d i b i r « a l l . " 

' 1 will not dismiss you whilst I am upon 
this subject, without sending a short epi-
taph which I once met with, though I 
cannot possibly recollect the place. T h e 
thought of it is serious, and in my opinion 
the finest that I ever met with upon this 
occasion. You know, sir, it is usual, after 
having told us the name of the person who 
lies interred, to launch out into his praises. 
This epitaph takes a quite contrary tu r r , 
having been made bv the person himself 
some time before his "death. 

" Hie jacet R, C. in ej^ctaltone did au-
firemi. Qualit erat dies isle indicabil." 

" H e r e lieth R. C. in expectation of the 
last dav. W h a t sort of a man he was, that 
day will discover." 

' I am, sir, ?cc.' 
T h e following letter is dated from Cam-

bridge. 
SIR,—Having lately read among your 
•culations an essay upon phvsio^omv, I 
mot but think, tliat, if you'macie a visit 

to this ancient university, you might re-
ceive very considerable liglits «ipoa that 
subject, tliere being scarce a youn^ fellow 
in it who does not give certain indications 
of his particular humour and dispijsition, 
conformable to the rules of that art, In 
courts and cities every body lays a con-
straint upon his countenance, and endea-
«> ̂ .«u ^ A ̂  t^Al* ^ ^ ^ . ^ a . « 
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but the youth of this place, hairing not yet 
formed themselves by conversation, and 
the knowledge of the world, give their 
l imbs and features their full play. 

• As you have considered human nature 
in all its lights, vou must b e extremely weU 
apprized, tha t there is a very close corres-
pondence between the outward and the 
inward m a n ; tha t scarce the least dawn-
ing, the least parturiency towards a thought 
can be stirring in the mind of man, withodt 
producing a Ci tab le revolution in his ex-
teriors, which will eaa lv discover itself to 
an adept in t he theory of t he phiz. Hence 
it Is that the intrinsic worth and m e n t ot a 
son of Alma M a t e r is ordinarily calculated 
f rom the cast of his visage, the contour of 
his person, t h e mechanism of his dress, th--. 
disposition of his limbs, t he manner of his 
gait and air , with a number of cm:um-
stances of equal consequence and mforma-
tion T h e practitioners in this a r t otten 
m a k e use of a gentleman's eyes to ^ v e 
them light into t he posture of his brains; 
t ake a handle from his nose to judge of the 
size of his intellects; and interpret the 
overmuch visibility and pertncss of one ear 
as an infallible m a r k of reprobation, and a 
sign the owner of so saucy a member fears 
neither God nor man. In conformity to 
this scheme, a contracted hrow, a lumpish 
downcaM look, a sober sedate pacc, with 
both hands dangling quiet and steady m 
lines exactly parallel t o c a c h lateral pocket 
of his galligaskins, is logic, metaphy^f-s, 
and mathematics, in perfection. So l i t e -
wise the belles-lettres, are typified by a 
saunter in t he gait, a fall of one wing ol 
t he peruke backward, an insertion ot one 
hand in t he fob, and a negligent swing of 
t h e other, with a pinch of right fine Bar-
celona between finger and thumb, a due 
uuantity of t he same upon the u p p e r lip, 
and a noddle case loaden with pulvil. 
Again, a grave solemn stalking pace is 
heroic poetrv and politics; an unequal one, 
a genius for the ode, and the modem ballad; 
and an open breast, with an audacious dis-
play of t he Holland shirt , is construed a 
fatal tendency to the ar t military-

' I might b e much la rger upon these 
hints, but I know whom I write to, if ymi 
can eraf t any speculation upon them, or 
turn them to the advantage of the persons 
concerned in them, you will do a work 
verv becoming the British Spectator, and 
oblige, your very ^ " ' ^ T O M ^ T W E E R . ' 

X A 519-] Salurdati, October 25, 1712. 
InAehnminiinHK-cjacimque B e n u s - v i l f q i l e v o l t n t u m , 
E , m a r m o r e ^ fert m o n . t r . 

n v n a n d b t a ' t s thft k r ^ J l h cf lif^ 
And birds of Sir , and mnnseers "f 

THOUGH there is a great deal of pleasure 
In contemplating the material world, by 

which T mean tha t system of bodies into 
which nature has so curiously wrought t he 
mass of dead mat te r , with t he several rela-
tions -which those bodies bea r to one an-
other; there is still, methinks, something 
more wonderful and s u r p r i a n g in contem-
plations on t h e world of life, by which 1 
mean all those animals with w h i r t every 
par t of t he universe is furnished. T h e ma-
terial world is only the shell of the Uni-
verse, the w o r i d o f l i f e are its inhabitants. 

If we consider those pa r t s of t he m a t e n a l 
worid -which lie t he nearest to us, and are 
therefore subject to our observation and in-
quiries, it is amazing to consider tlieinfinity 
of animals with which it is stocked, b v e r v 
par t of mat te r is peopled; every green leaf 
swarms with inhabitants. T h e r e is scan-.e 
a single humour in t he body of a man, or 
of an'v other animal, in which our glasses 
do not discover mvriads of living creatures. 
T h e surface of animals is also covered with 
other animals, which are in t h e same man-
ner t he basis of other animals that live 
upon it ; nay, w e find in t h e most solid 
bodies, as in marble itself, innumerable 
cells and cavities tha t a r e crowded with 
such impercept ible inhabitants as are too 
little for the naked eve to discover. O n̂ t he 
o ther hand, if we look into t he more b u l t y 
pa r t s of nature, we see the seas, l ake^ and 
nvers , teeming with numberless kinds ot 
living creatures. W e find ever)- mountain 
and marsh, wilderness and wood, plcnti-
fiilly stocked wi th birds and beasts; and 
every par t of mat te r affording proper ne-
cessaries and conveniencies for t he liveli-
hood of multitudes which inhabit it. 

T h e author* of the Plurali ty of Wor lds 
d raws a very good argument f rom this con-
sideration for t he peopling of evcrv planet ; 
as indeed i t seems verv probable, from the 
analiiCT of reason, that if no p a r t of mat ter , 
which we a re acqu^n ted with, hes waste 
and useless, those great bodies which are 
at such a distance f rom us, should not be 
deser t and unpeopled, but r a t h e r tha t they 
should be furnished with beings adapted to 
the i r respective situations. 

Existence is a blessing to those beings 
only which are endowed with percept ion; 
and is in a manner thrown away upon dead 
mat ter , any fa r ther than as it is subservient 
to beings which are conscious of their exis t -
ence. Accordingly we find, f rom the bodies 
which lie under our observation, tha t mat-
t e r is only made as t he basis and support 
of animals, and tha t there is no more of t he 
one than what isnecessary for t he existence 
of t he other. . . 

Infinite goodness is of so communicative a 
nature, that it seems to delight in t he con-
ferr ing of existence upon every degree of 
pt-rccptive being. As this is a speculation 
which I have often pursued wvth great 
pieasure to mvself, I shall enlarge far ther 

• F n n t c n r l l c . — n i i > booK w " p w h l i t M m isec , and 
o b t s i n e d for t)ie au thor gc fa t r cpu i a i i on . 
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upon it, by considering that par t of the 
scale of beings which comes witliin our 
knowledge. 

T h e r e are some living creatures which 
a re raised Just above dead matter . T o 
mention only that species of shell-fish, 
which are formed in the fashion of a cone, 
that ^ w to the surface of several rocks, 
and immediately die upon their being se-
vered from the place where they grow. 
T h e r e are many other creatures ^ u t one 
remove from these, which have no other 
sense but that of feeling and taste. Others 
have still an additional one of hearing; 
others of smell, and others of a g h t It is 
wonderful to observe by what a m d u a l 
progress the world of life advances through 
a prodigious variety of species, before a 
creature is formed that is complete in all its 
senses; and even among these there is such 
a different deijree of perfection in the senses 
which one animal enjoys beyond what ap-
pears in another, tha t , though the sense in 
different animals be distinguished by the 
same common denomination, it seems al-
most of a different nature. If af ter this we 
look into the several inward perfections of 
cunning and sagacity, or what we generally 
call instinct, we find them rising af ter the 
same manner imperceptibly one above an-
other, and receiving additional improve-
ments, according to the species in which 
they are implanted. Th i s progress in na-
ture is so ven* gradual, tha t the most per-
fect rf an inferior species comes very near 
to the most imperfect of that which is im-
mediately above it. 

T h e ejcuberant and overflowing goodness 
of the Supreme Being, whose mercy ex-
tends to all his works, is plainly seen, as I 
have before hinted, f rom his having made 
so very little mat te r , at least what falls 
within our knowledge, that does not swarm 
with life. Nor is his goodness less seen in 
the diversity than in the multitude of living 
creatures. H a d he only made one species 
of animals, none of the rest would have en-
joyed the happiness of existence: he has, 
therefore, specified in his creation ever j 'de-
gree of life, every capacity of being. T h e 
whole chasm in nature, from a plant to a man, 
is filled u p with diverse kinds of creatures, 
rising one over another, by such a gentle and 
easy ascent, tha t the little transitions and de-
viations from one species to another are al-
most insensible. Th i s intermediate space 
is so well husbanded and managed, that 
there is scarce a decree of perception 
which does not appear in some <Mie par t of 
the world of life. Is the g o ^ n e s s o r t h e 
wisdom of the Divine Being more mani-
fested in this his proceeding? 

T h e r e is a cons^uence , besides those I 
have already mentioned, which seems very 
naturally deducible from the foregoing 
considerations. If the scale of being rises 
by such a regular progress so high as man, 
we may, by a parity of reason, suppose that 
it still proceMS gradually through those 

beings which are of a superior nature to 
him; since there is an infinitely greater 
space and room for different degrees of 
perfection between the Supreme Being and 
man, than between man and the most des-
picable insect. This consequence of so 
great a variety of beings which are superior 
to us, from that variety which is inferior 
to us, is made by M r . Locke, in a passage 
which I shall here set down, af ter having 
r»rcmised, that , notwithstanding there is 
such infinite room between man and his 
Maker for the creative power to exert it-
self in, it is impossible that it should ever 
be filled up, since there will be still an in-
finite rap or distance between the highest 
created being and the Power which pro-
duced him. 

• T h a t there should be more species of 
intelligent creatures above us, than there 
are of senable and material below us, is 
probable to me from hence: that in all the 
visible corporcal world we see no chasms, 
or no gaps. All quite down from us the 
descent is by easy steps, and a continued 
series nf things, tha t in each remove differ 
very little one from the other. T h e r e are 
fishes that have wings, and are not stran-
gers to the airy region; and there are some 
birds that are inhabitants of the water , 
whose blood is as cold as fishes, and their 
flesh so like in taste, tha t the scrupulous 
are allowed them on fish days. T h e r e a re 
animals so near of kin both to birds and 
beasts, that they are in the middle between 
both. Amphibious animal.s link the terres-
trial and aquatic together. Seals live at 
land and at sea, and porpoises have the 
warm blood and the entrails of a hog; not 
to mention what is confidently reported 
of mermaids, or sea-men, there are some 
brutes that seem to have as much know-
ledge and reason as some part that are 
ca l iw men; and the animal and vegetable 
kingdoms are so nearly joined, that if you 
will take the lowest of one, and the highest 
of the other, there will scarce be perceived 
any great difference between them; and so 
on until we come to the lowest and the 
most inorganical parts of matter, we shall 
find every where that the several species 
are linked together, and differ but in al-
most insensible degrees. And, when we 
consider the infinite power and wisdom of 
the Maker , we have reason to think that it 
is suitable to the magnificent liarmonv of 
the universe, and the great design and in-
finite goodness of thfe architect, that the 
gjecies of creaturcs should also by gentle 
degrees ascend upward from us toward his 
infinite perfection, as we see they gradpil ly 
descend from us downward: which if it be 
probable, we have reason then to be per-
suaded that there are f a r more swcies of 
creaturcs above us than there are beneath; 
we being in degrees of perfection much 
more remote from the infinite being of God, 
than we arc from the lowest state of being, 
and that which approaches nearest to no-
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thin? And yet of all those distinct species 
we ^ave no clear dUiinct ideas. 

In this system of being, there is no crea-
ture so wonderfal in its nature, and which 
so much deser>-es our particular attention, 
as man, who fills up the m.dd e space be-
tween ihe animal and intellectu^ nature. 
the visible and invisible .world,, and is 
hat link in the chain of beings wl«ch has 

been often termed the ntxM uimuque 
S ^ r So that he, who in one respect, 
being associated with angeU and 
eels. may look u p m a Being 'of inbiute 

as his father, and the highest 
^ d T r rf spirits as his brethren, m ^ m an-
other respect say t o c o m i p t i o ^ Thou ar t 
m y f e t h e r j a n d t o t h e w o n n , Thou ai t my 
mother and my aster . 

No. 520.] Monday, OctobcT 07, i71% 

a u i i aesiderio.ii t pudor « u t mCKius 
Ta in cban oapitiBt n t r . 0 4 . i i i 

fr • .1 , • 
Ber. Od. xxiT. Lib. 1 .1 . 

And can j r i e v e too m n ^ ? " l " " ' 
Our Biouiiiii« for M deal a fnend 

•M2. SPECTATOR.—The just value you 
have expressed for the matrimonial state 
is the r e ^ n that I now venture to write to 
you. without fear of bein? n d j c u l o u s , ^ d 
confess to you that though it is three months 
" l o s t a very ^ n d 
was mv wife, mv sorrow is still tresh, ana 
? f m often in ^ e midst of company, u5«n 
i-fv circumsunce that revives her memoir , 
w"thTref lea ion what she would say or do 
I such an occasion: I say upon any. occur-
?^nce of "hat nature, which I can give y m 
Tsense of, though I cannot express it w M -
ly! I am ail ovel softness, and am obliged 
to retire and give way to a few sighs and 
t L r s before I can be easy. I c a n n o t ^ t 
^ m m e n d the subject of male widowho^ 
tT^ou, and beg of you to touch " P O " / by 
the firet opportunity. T o those who had 
no^lWed E u s b i n d s during the hvesof 
their spouses, this would be aUrteless 
ble of ^oTis; but to such C®^ 
not a few) who have e n j o y ^ that 
the sentiinems proper for « , ytm ^ f ' ^ 
every Une, whic^i h^ts the sorrow, at ended 
wkh a tear of pity and c o n ^ ' " ; ^ ' , ^ ^ ^ 
know not by what goodness of Providence 
^ s T h a t every gush of passion is a step to-
w a ^ s relTefof it; a^d there is a 
comfort in the very act of sorrowing, which, 
I sup A e , arises 'from a secret conscious-
n l S e mind, that the affliction U is 
der flows from a virtuous cause, ^^y c™" 
cem is not indeed so outrageous as at. the 
firlttwnsport; f o r l t h i n k it has subsided 
r i S e r in t? a snberer j ta te .of '"'"I^Jhan ^ y 
actual perturbauon of spir i t 1 here might 
K e ? f " r m e d for men's b e h a v i ^ t h« 
great incident, to brmg them f ^ t ^ t 
misfortnne into the condition I a ^ t pre-
sent; which is, I think, that my s o w w h w 
converted aU roughiiess of temper into 

meekness, good nature, and complacency. 
But, indeed, when in a senous and lonely 
hour 1 present my departed consort to my 
imarindtion, with that air of persuasion in 
her countenance when I have been in pas-
sion that sweet affability when I have been 
in eood humour, that tender compassion 
when I have had any thing which gave me 
uneaanes^Iconfess toyoufam inconsolable, 
and my eyes gush with grief, as if I had 
seen her just then expire. In this condition 
1 am broken in upon hy a c h p m i n g young 
woman, my daughter, who is the picture 
of what her mother was on her wedding-
day. T h e good giri strives to comtort me ; 
but how shall I let you know that aU the 
comfort she gives me is to make my teare 
flow more easily? T h e child knows she 
quickens my sorrows, and rejoices my heart 
at the same time. Oh, ye learned ! tell me 
bv what word to speak a mouon of the soul 
for which there is no name. Wlien she 
kneels, and bids me be comforted, she is 
my child: when I take her in my arms, m d 
bid her say no more, she is my very wite, 
T d U the very comforter I lament the l o ^ 
of. I banish her the rcxjm, and weep al<wd 
that I have lost her mother, and tha t I 

^ ^ ^ M r ^ W c t a t o r , I wish it were posMble 
for yoo to 'have a sense of t h e ^ Pl";^!"! 
perplexities; you might communicate to the 
S part cir mankind that they are inca-
S b l e of the happiness which is m the very 
sorrows of the virtuous. 

' But pray spare me a little longer; give 
me leave to tell you the manner of her 
death. She took leave of all her family, 
and bore the vain application of medicines 
with the greatest patience imaginably 
W h e n the physician told her she must c e ^ 
t l v d ^ : she^desired. as well as she could 
t S all who were presen^ except m y ^ l f , 
might depart the i ^ m . She smd she had 
S n s t r s a y , for she was resigned, a n d ! 
S aU she knew that concerned us in 
t h T w o r l d ; but she desinxl to be alone, 
that in the presence rf God only she might, 
without interniption, do her last duty t o ^ , 
of thanking m e V all my kindness to h ^ . 
adding that she hoped m my last r a o i ^ 
i T o u l d feel the same comfort for my good-
n « s W her , i s h e d i d i n t h a t s h e had ac-
quitted h e ^ l f 

" ' a cu?b'"mVself. and will not tell you that 
this kindness cut my heart in twain, when 
t pxnected an accusation for some passion-
ate i a r t s of mine, in some parts of our time 
f n ^ ^ e r , to say nothing but thank me for 
h i s if there was any g«xl suitable to 

h e r ^ exceUencel All that I b ^ d ^ e j 
^ d to her, all the circumstances of sorrow 
SJd joy between us, crowded upon my 
m S d in thesame instant: and when, imme^ 
Stately after, 1 saw the pangs of death come 
Cpon that dear body which 1 had often e ^ 
b « c e d with t r a n s ^ : when I saw t h o « 

.chenshing eyes begin to be ghastly, and 
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the i r las t s t ru s s l e to be to fix themselves 
on me, how did I lose all pat ience! S h e 
exp i red in my a rms , and in my distraction 
I thougli t I saw h e r bosom still heave. 
T h e r e was certainly life yet still left. I 
cr ied, she just now spoke Co me. But, alas! I 
c rew giddy, and all things moved abou tme , 
f rom the d is temper of my own head ; for 
the best of women was breathless , and gone 
fo r ever. 

' N o w the doctrine I would, methinks, 
have you raise f rom this account I have 
given you, is, t ha t t h e r e is a certain equa-
nimity in those who a r e good and just, which 
runs into the i r verv sorrow, and disappoints 
the fo rce of i t T h o u g h tliey must pass 
through afflictions in common wi th all who 
a re in human na ture , yet the i r conscious 
integrity shall undermine the i r affliction; 
nay, t ha t very affliction shall add force to 
their integrity, f rom a reflection of the use 
of vir tue in the hou r of affliction. I sat down 
with a design to p u t you upon giving us 
rules how to overcome such griefs as these, 
but I should r a the r advise you to t each men 
to be capable of t hem. 

' You men of le t ters have w h a t you call 
the f ine tas te in your apprehensions of wha t 
is p roper ly done or said. T h e r e is some-
thing l ike this deep ly gra f ted in t h e soul 
of h im w h o is honest and fai thful in all his 
vhoughts and actions. E v e r y t h m g which 
is false, v ic ious or unworthy, is despicable 
to him, though all t h e world should a p -
prove it. A t the same timehe has t h e m o s t 
lively sensibility in all e n j w m e n t s and suf-
ferings which it is p r o p e r for h i m to have 
w h e r e any duty of l ife is concerned. T o 
•want sorrow when you in decency and t ru th 
should be afflicted, is, I should think, a 
^ a t e r instance of a man 's being a block-
head, t han not to know the beau ty of any 
passage in Virgil. You have not yet ob-
served, M r Spectator, tha t the fine gentle-
men of this age set u p for hardness of hea r t ; 
and humani ty has very little sha re in their 
pretences. H e is a b rave fellow w h o is al-
ways ready to kill a man he hates , but he 
does not stand in t h e same degree of esteem 
who laments for the woman h e loves. I 
should fancy you migh t w o r t u p a thousand 
pret ty thoughts , by reflecting upon the 
persons most susceptible of t h e sort of sor-
row I have spoken of; and I dare say you 
will find, upon examination, t ha t t hey a re 
the wisest and the braves t of mankind who 
a re t h e most capable of it. I am, sir, your 
humble servant, F . J. 

' N o r w i c h , 7th October , 1712.' T . 

No. 521.] Tuetday, October 28, 1712. 

Vera redit faciei, diisimuUlaperit.—P.Arb. 
Tho real fttc teiurns, the«ounterhii is Ion. 

' M R . SPECTATOR,—T have been for 
many years loud in this assertion, t ha t 
there a r e very few tha t can see or hear , I 

mean, tha t can repor t wha t they have seen 
or hea rd : and this through incapacity or 
prejudice, one of wliich disables almost 
every man who ta lks to you f rom represent-
ing things as he ought. F o r which reason 
I am come to a resolution of believing no-
thing I hea r ; and I contemn the man riven 
to narrat ions under the appHlation of " a 
mat ter-of-fact m a n : " and, according t o m e , 
a matter-of-fact man is one whose'life and 
conversation is spent in the repor t of w h a t 
is not matter-of-fact . 

' I r e m e m b e r when pr incc Eugene was 
h e r e t h e r e was no knowing his he igh t or 
figure, until you, Mr . Spectator , gave the 
publ ic satisfaction in tha t matter . In rela-
tions, the force of the expression lies very 
often more in t h e look, t l ic tone of voice, 
o r the gesture, t han t h e words t h e m -
selves; which, being repea ted in any o ther 
manner by tlie undisceming, bear a vc iy 
different m t e r p r e u t i o n f rom the i r o r i g i n ^ 
meaning. I must confess I formerly have 
turned this h u m o u r of m ine to very good 
account; for whenever I hea rd any n a r r a -
tion u t te red wi th ex t raord ina tv vehemence, 
and grounded upon considerable authori ty , 
I was always ready to lay any wager t ha t it 
was not so. Indeed, I never pre tended to 
be so rash as to fix t h e m a t t e r any par t icu-
la r way in opposition to the i rs ; but as there 
a re a hundred ways of any thing h a p p e n -
ing, besides tha t it has happened , I only 
con t rovened its falling out in tha t one man-
ner as they settled it, and left it to the 
ainety-nine o ther ways, and consequently 
h a d more probability of success. I had 
ar r ived a t a par t icular skill in warming 
a man so fa r in his narrat ions as to m a k e 
him throw in a little of the marvellous, and 
then , if he ha s much lire, t h e next degree 
is t h e impossible. N o w this is a lways the 
t ime for fixing the wager. But this requires 
the nicest management , otherwise very 
probably the dispute may arise to t h e old 
determination by battle. In these conceits 
I h a v e been ve iy for tunate , and have won 
some wages of those who have pr<ifessedlv 
valued themselves upon intelligence, a n i 
have p u t themselves to grea t cha rge and 
expense to be misinformed considerabiy 
sooner than t h e rest of the world. 

' Having got a comfortable sum b y this 
m y opposition to publ ic repor t , I have 
brought myself now to so ^ a t a perfect ion 
in attention, more e spec i^ ly to par ty-re la-
tion, that , a t the same t ime I seem with 
greedy ears to devour u p the discourse, I 
certmnly do not know one word of it, but 
pursue m^ own course of thought , whe the r 
upon busmess or amusement , with much 
tranquil l i ty; I say inattention, because a 
late act of par l iament* has secured all 
party-l iars f rom t h e penalty of a wager , 
and consequently made it unprofitable to 

• S t a i . ? Anne, cap. 17.—By It «II wafers laid ujmn a 
con l iageoc ; relating 10 tbe vvar w i th Fiance were de. 
clBRd t o lie Tcid. 
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attend to them. However, Bood-brwdins 
oblitrcs a man to maintain the figure ot the 
keenest aitenticni, the true posture of which 
in a ccfFee-house, I take to consist in lean-
insr over a table with the edge of it pressing 
hardupnn vour stomach: for the more pam 
the narration is received with, the more 
Sracimjs is your bending over; besides that 
the narrator thinks you forget your p ^ n by 
tlie pleasure of hcanni; him. 

' Fort Knock h i s occ.-isioned several very 
perplexed and inelegant heats and ammosi-
ties; and there was one the other day, m a 
cnffee-house where I was, that took upon 
him toc lear tha t business to me, for he said 
h e was there. I knew him to be that sort 
of mOT that had not strength of capacity to 
be informed of any thing that depended 
merdv upon his bring an eye-wilncss, and 
therefore was fully satisfied he could give 
me no information, for the very same rea-
son he believed he couicl, for he was there. 
However, I heard him with the _ same 
greediness as Shakspcarc describes in tlie 
following lines; 

" I B iw a » m i t h j i an f l on h i s l i amr tu r , I h u s , 
W i t k c ^ K o m o u t b , n w a l l o i v i n s a t ay Io t ' » n e w s . " 

' I confess of late 1 have not been so much 
amazed at the decliumers in coffee-houses 
as I formerly WHS, being satisfied that they 
expect to be rewarded for their voafera-
tions. Of these liars there are two sorts: 
the genius of the first consists in much im-
pudeiicc, and a strong memory; the others 
have added to these qualifications a ^ 'od 
understanding andsmooth language. 1 hese 
theivforc have onlv ccitain heads, winch 
thev arc as eloquent upon as they can, and 
may he called " embellishers;" the others 
repeat only what they hear from others as 
literally as'their parts or zeal will permit, 
and are called "recitei-s." Here was a 
fellow in town some r e a r s ago, who used to 
divert himself bv telling a lie at Channg-
cross in the morning at eight of the clock, 
and following it through all parts of the 
town until eight at night: at which time he 
came to a club of his friends, and diverted 
them with an account what censure it had 
at Wil l ' s in Co vent-garden, how danwrous 
it-was believed to be at Child's, and what 
inference they drew from it with relaUon to 
stocks at Jonathan's. I have had the ho-
nour to travel with this gentleman 1 speak 
of in search of one of his falsehootls; and 
have been present when they have de-
scribed the very man they have spoken to, 
as him who first reported it, tall or sbcrt, 
blacfe or fair, a gentleman or a raggamuffin, 
acconiing as thev liked the intelligence. I 
have heanl one of our ingenious writers of 
news say that, when he has had a customer 
with an advertisement ot an apprentice or 
a wife run away, he has desired the ad-
vertiser to compose himself a little belore 
he dictated the description of the offender; 
for when a person is put in a public paper 
by a man who is angry with him, the real 

V O L . II, 37 

description of such person is hid in the de-
formity with which the angrj-mandescnbes 
him; therefore this fellow always made h i i 
customers desrribe him as he would the 
day before he offended, or else he was sure 
he would never find him out. These and 
many other hints I could suggest to you for 
the elucidation of all fictions; but I leave it 
to your own sagacitv to improve or neglect 
this speculation. 1 am, a r , your most 
obedient, humble servant.' 1 • 

No. 522.] Wednesday, OcloberZ^, 1712. 
- A l l i u m n i i n q i i a m ^ a m m c " V y n i i r i i m ; 

« p i > n " l < » " " l i i " c i ' D ' o m n e s S o n . 
bt>nniic». 

} l J ! i c n i ) M < ' T i « l i v i , r n n t i s i t , c u n v c n i i m t mores - v a l e a n l . 
Qi l i in»*r noa d i scMium v o b i n t ; h a n f n i s i a t o n . m i 

• r i i m e i ne rao . Ttr. A n . l r . A c t iv . Sc. 8 . 
1 8 W » a r nvver t o fornaki! bc r i n o . iho i igh I k p i v «iire 

t o m a k e a l l u i f n m y f n e o i i M . H e i I d M i r e d ; h e r I h a r e 
o b t a i n e d ; o u t (luinours a t . M . >11 
w o u l d M j a r a l e u s ! D e a t h a loDSSha l l d f r ' " « 

I SHOULD esteem myself a _ver>- happy 
man if mv speculation" could in the least 
contribute to the rectifying the conduct of 
mv readers in one of the most important 
affairs of life, to wit, their choice in mar -
na.se T h i s state is the foundation ot com-
munitv, and the chief band of society; an^d 
I do not think I can be too frequent on sub-
jects which mav give light to my unmar-
ried readers in a particular which is so 
essential to their following happiness or 
misery. A virtuous dispoation, a good un-
derstanding, an agreeable person, ami an 
easy fbrtune, are the things which should 
be chieilv regarded on this occasion. Be-
cause mv present view is to direct a young 
lady, wWo I think is now in doubt whom to 
take of many lovers, I shall ^ k at this 
t ime to mv female readers. T h e a d v ^ -
tages, as I was going to say, of sense, b e a u ^ 
and riches, are what are certainly the chief 
motives to a prudent young woman of for-
tune for changing her condition; but, as she 
is to have her eve upon each ot these, she 
is to ask herself, whether the man who has 
most of these recommendations in the lump 
is not the most desirable. H e that has ex-
cellent talents, with a moderate estate, and 
an agreeable person, is preferable to him 
who'is only rich, if it were only that good 
faculties may purchase riches, but riches 
cannot purchase worthy endowments. I do 
not mean that wit, and a capacity to enter-
tain, is what should be highly valued, ex-
cept it is founded on good-nature and hu-
manity. T h e r e arc inaiiv ingenious men, 
whose abilities do little else but make them-
selves and those about them uneasy, huch 
are those who are far soiie in the iileasures 
of the town, who cannot supjK>rt life with-
out quick sensations and gay reflections, 
and ai-e strangers to ti-anquillity. to right 
reason, and a ialni motion of spirits, with-
out transport ordejection. These ingenious 
men, of all men living, are most to be 
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avo idc j b^- he r who would be l iappy in a 
hushand. I'liey art; immediately sated with 
posseswor, and must ntcessarily fly to new 
ac<juisitions of beauty to pass away the 
•wbiling moments and intervals of life; for 
with them evei-y liour is heavy that is not 
joyful. But the re is a sort of man of wit 
and sense, thar can ruflect upon his own 
make , and thav >f his pa i tner , with eyes of 
r<rassn and honour, and who btl ieves h e 
offends agaiiot both these, if he does not 

• look upon the woman, who chose him to be 
under his protection in sickness and health, 
with the utmost grati tude, whe the r from 
tha t moment she is shinins; or defective in 
person or mind: I say, there a r e those who 
think themselves bound to supplv with 
good-nature the failings of those who love 
them, and who always think those the ob-
jects of love and ^aity who came to the i r 
d rms t h e objects of joy and admiration. 

Of this lat ter s o n is Lvsander , a man of 
wit, learning, sobriety, and g o ^ - n a t u r e ; of 
bi r th and estate below no woman to accept ; 
and of whom it might be said, should he 
succeed in h is present wishes, his mistress 
raised his fortune, but not tha t she made it. 
W h e n a woman is deliberating with i ier-
self whom slie shall choose oi majiy near 
each o ther in o ther pretensions, certainly 
h e of bes t understanding is to be preferred. 
L i fe hangs heavily in the repea ted cwi-
versation of one who has no imagination to 
b e f i red at the several occasions and objects 
which come before him, or who cannot 
s t r ike out of h is reflections new pa ths of 
pleasing discourse. Honest W i l l T h r u s h 
and his wife, though not marr ied above four 
months, have scarce had a word to say to 
each other this six weeks, and one cannot 
form to one's self a sillier p ic ture than these 
two creatures , in solemn p o m p and plenty, 
unable to enjoy thei r fortunes, and at a full 
stop among a crowd of servants, to whose 
taste of life they a r e beholden for the little 
satisfactions by which they can be under-
stood to be so m u c h as barely in being. 
T h e hours of t h e day, t h e distinctions of 
noon and night, dinner and supper , a re t h e 
greatest notices they are capable of. T h i s 
is pe rhaps representing t h e life of a very 
modest woman, joined to a dull fellow, more 
insipid than it really deserves; but I am 
sure it is not to exal t the commerce with an 
ingenious companion too high, to say that 
every new accident or object, which comes 
in such a gent leman's way, p v e s his wife 
new pleasures and satisfactions. T h e ap-
probation of his words and actions is a con-
tinual new feast to h e r ; nor can she enough 
applaud he r good for tune in having her life 
varied every hour, h e r mind more im-
proved, and her hear t more glad, f rom 
every circumstance_ which they meet with. 
H e will lay out h is invention in forming 
new pleasures and amusements, and m ^ e 
the fortune she had brought him subservient 
to t h e honour and reputation of her and 
hers. A man of sense, who is thus obliged. 

is ever contriving the happiness of he r who 
did him so great a distinction; while the 
fool is ungrateful without vice, and never 
returns a favour because he is not sensible 
of it. I would, methinks, have so much to 
say for myself, that , if I fell into the hands 
of him who treated m e ill, he should be 
sensible when he did so. His conscience 
should be of my side, whatever bccame of 
his inclination. I do nut know but it is t h e 
insipid choice which has been made by 
those who have t h e care of young women, 
tha t the marr iage state itself has been liable 
to so much ridicule. But a well-chosen 
love, moved by passion on both sides, and 
perfected by t^e generosity of one par ty , 
must be adorned with so many handsome 
incidents on the other side, that every pa r -
ticular couple would be an example , in 
many circumstances, to all the rest of the 
species. I shall end t h e chat upon this sub-
ject with a couple of let ters; one from a 
lover, who is very well acquainted with t h e 
way of b a r ^ n i n g on these occasions; and 
the other f rom his rival, who has a less 
estate, but great gallantrv of temper . As 
to my man prudence, fie makes love, as 
he ^ y s , as if he were already a father , and, 
laying aside the passion, comes to tlie rea-
son of the thing. 

' MADAM,—My counsel has jjeruscd t h e 
inventory of your estate, and considered 
what estate you have , which it seems is 
only yours, and to the male-heirs of your 
body; but, in default of such issue, to the 
right heirs of your uncle Edward for ever. 
T h u s , madam, I am advised you cannot 
( the remainder not being in you) dock tlie 
entail; by which means my estate, which is 
fee simple, will come by the settlement 
proposed to your children begirtten by me, 
whether they are males or females: but my 
children b e ^ t t e n upon you will not inherit 
your lands, except I beget a son. Now, 
madam, since things a r e so, j ou arc a wo-
man of tha t prudence, and understand t h e 
world so well, as not to expec t I should 
give you more than you can give me. l a m , 
madam, (wi th great respect , ) your most 
obedient servant, T . VV.' 

T h e other lover's estate is less than this 
gentleman's, but h e expressed himself a s 
follows: 

' MADAM,—I have given in my estate t o 
your counsel, and desired my own lawyer 
to insist upon no terms which your fr iends 
can propose for vnur certiun ease and ad-
vantage; for indeed I have no notion of 
making difficulties of presenting you with 
what cannot make me h a p p v with »it you. 
1 am, madam, your most devoted humble 
servant, B. T . ' 

You must know the relations have met 
upon this; and the girl, being mightily taken 
with the lat ter epistle, she is laughed a t , 
and uncle Edward is t o he dealt with to 
make her a suitable ma tch to the worthy 
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eentleman who has told her he does not 
care a farthinp; for her. All I hope for is, 
that the fair hiily will nmke use of the first 
light night to show B, T . she urderstamls 
a m arriage is not to be consddered as a m m -
mon bargain. ' • 

N a 523.] Thtiraday, October 30, 1712. 

- N u n c Mis' ir Apollo, INK BMS'LL 
Nunc Lyci® sone», nimf M JIITP miMin ab I|««O 
I n i i r p r r t rliviini f r l tinrTids j u « " j f e r a i i ra j-
S t i l i rc l is B u p e m l a b o l — _ 

YIR .̂ IV. JID. 
N o w I.yciati xnil n o w iho Deli an j n f , 
N o » H«ni!<« i»<-nipl^I«i f rom J"Te'« a t ^ f . 
T o w > m hiin hence ; «» if Itie p-aMfii l s ia ie 
Of heavenly p o W t s n t r e toucb d w.i l i 

I AM always highlv delighted with the 
discovery of any rising genius among rav 
countn-men. TOT t h i s reason I have read 
over with great pleasure, tlie late miscel-
l aT iy p u W i s h e d b y M r . Pope, in which thCTe 
are'many excellent comjwsitiOTis of that in-
genious gentleman. I have had a pletisnre 
of the same kind in perusing a poem that is 
just published, On the Prospect of Peace;* 
and which, I hope, will meet with such a 
reward from its patrons as so noble a per-
formance deserves. I was particularly well 
pleased to find that the author had not 
amused himself with fables out of the pagan 
theology, and that when he hints at any 
thing 5f this nature he alludes to it only as 
to a fable. , 

Many of our modem authors, whose 
learning very often extends no ferther than 
Ovid's Metamorphoses, do not know how 
to celebrate a great man, without mixing a 
parcel of schooWwv tales with the recital 
of his actions. If you read a poem on a fine 
woman among the authors of this class, you 
shall see that it turns more upon Vemis or 
Helen than on the partv concerned. I have 
known a copy of verses on a great hero 
hiehW commended; but, upon a-sking to 
liear some of the beautiful passages, the 
admirer of it has repeated to me a speech 
of Apollo, or a description of Polypheme. 
At other times, when I have searched tor 
the actions of a great man, who gave a pib-
iect to the writer, 1 ha\-e been entertained 
with the exploits of a river god, or have 
been forced to attend a Fury in her mis-
chievous progress, from one end ot the 
poem to the other When we are at school 
it is necessary for us to be acquainted with 
the system of pagan theology; and we may 
be allowed to enliven a theme, or w m t an 
epigram, with a heathen god; but when we 
cou?d write a manly panegyric tliat shwld 
carrv in it all the colours of truth, nothing 
can "be more ridiculous than to have re-
course to our Jupiters and Junos, 

No thought is beautiful which is not just; 
and no thought can be just which is not 

» Bf M r T t iomas Tickln. 

founded in truth, or at least in that which 
passes for such. 

In mock heroic p^ems tiie use ot the 
heathtn mythology is not only excusable, 
but graceful, because it is the design of 
such compositions to divert, by adaptmg 
the fabulous machines of the ancients to 
low subjects, and, at the same time, by ri-
diculing such kinds of machinery- in mo<k-iTi 
writers. If anv are of opinion that there is 
a neces-sity of admitting these classical le-
<;ends into' our serious com jKisitirms, in c"®'" 
to give them a more poetical turn, 1 would 
recommend to their consideration the pas-
torals of Mr . Phillips. One would have 
thought it impossible for this kind of poetry 
to have subsisted without fawns and satyrs, 
wood-nvmphs and water-nvmphs. with all 
the tribe of rural deities. But we see h e 
has given a new life and a more natural 
beauty to this wav of writing, by sul^titut-
ine in" the place of these antiquated fables, 
the superstitions mythology which prevails 
among the shepherds of our own country. 

Virgil and Homer might complimcnt 
their heroes bv interwea^-ing the actions of 
deities with their achievements; but for a 
Christian author to write in the pagan 
creed, to make prince Eugene a favourite 
of Mars, or to carrv on a r.orrespondOTce 
between Bellona and the Marsha! de Vil-

I lars, would be downright pnenlity, and un-
pardonable in a poet that is past sixteen. 
I t is want of sufficient elevation m a genius 
to describe realities, and place them in a 

I shining light, that makeshim have recourse 
:to such trifling antiquated fables; as a man 
may write a fine description of Bacchus or 
Apollo that does not know how to draw the 

' character of anv of his contemporaries. 
I In order therefore to put a stop to this 
absurd practice. I shall publish the follow-
ing edict, by virtue of that spectatonal au-

' thority with which I stand invested. 
' «WTiereas the time of a general peace is, 
Mn all appearance, drawing near, being in-
' formed that tliere are seveial ingenious 
' persons who intend to show their talents on 
' so happv an occasion, and being willmg, as 
• much as in me lies, to prevent that effusion 
of nonsense which we have ^lod cause to 
apprehend; 1 do hereby stnctly Tc<iuire 
gygpy person who shall write on this sub-
ject, to remember that he is a Christian, 
and not to sacrifice his catechism to his 
poetry. In order to it, I do expect of him 
m the first place to make his own poem, 
without depending upon Phcebus for any 
nart of it, or calling out for aid upon any 
one of the Muses by name. I do likewise 
positively forbid the sending of Mercu t r 
with any particular message or despatch 
relating to the peace, and shall by no means 
suffer Minerva to take upon her the shape 
of any plenipotentiary concerned in this 
CTeat work. I do far ther declare, that I 
Shall not allow the Destinies to have had a 
hand in the deaths of the several thousands 
who have been slain in the late war, faemg 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



of opinion tliat ail such dentlis may be very 
•well accountcd fiir by the Chrls ian system 
of powder and ball. I do therefore strictly 
forbid the Fates to cut the thread of man's 
life upon any pretence whatsoever, unless 
it be for the sake of the rhyme. And 
whereas I have good reason to fear that 
Neptune will have a g^reat deal of business 
on his hands, in several poems which wc 
may now supp<^ are upon the anvil, I do 
also prohibit his afjpearance, unless it be 
done in metaphor, simile, or any very short 
allusion; and that even here he 'be not per-
mitted to enter but with caution and 
drcumspection. I desire tha t the same rule 
may be extended to his whole fraternity of 
heathen gods; it being mv design to con-
demn every poem to the flames in which 
Jupiter thunders, or exercises anv other 
act of authoritv which does not belong to 
him: in short, 1 expect that nopai^an agent 
shall be introduced, or any fact related, 
•which a man cannot ^ v e credit to with a 
food conscience. Provided always, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend, or 
be construed to extend, to several of the 
female poets in this nation, who shall be 
still left in full possession of their ^ s a n d 
goddesses, in the same manner as if this 
paper had never been written.' (). 

N a 524.] Friday, OctobcrZl, i r i 2 . 

Wne populo aonras j 
A s Ihe wnrld leads, w c follow. 

WHEN I first of all took it into my head, 
to write dreams and visions, I determined 
to print nothing of that nature which was 
not of my own invention. But several labo-
rious dreamers have of late communicated 
to me works d this nature, which, for their 
reputations and my own, I have hitherto 
suppressed, Had I printed everv one th i t 
came into my hands, my book c? specula-
tions would have been little else but a book 
ravisions. Some of my correspondents have 
indeed been so very modest as to offer as an 
excuse for their not being in a capacity to 
dream better. 1 have by me, for example, 
t l ^ dream of a voung j ^ t i e m a n not passed 
fifteen: I have likewise bv me the dream 
of a person of quality, and another called 
T h e L a i c ' s Dream. In these, and other 
picces of the same nature, it is supposed 
the usual allowances will be made to the 
age, condition, and sex of the dreamer. T o 

Srevent this inun<lation nf dreams, which 
aily flows in upon me, I shiUl apply to all 

dreamers of dreams the advice which Kpic-
tetas has couched, after his manner, m a 
very simple ami concise precept 'Never 
tell thy dream, ' says that philosopher; ' for 
though thou thvself maycst take apleasoirc 
ill telling thv dream, another will talce no 
pleasure in hearing i f Af ter this short 
preface, I must do hi^'ic^ to two or liiree 
visions which 1 h ive lately puWished, and 

which I have owned to have been written 
by other hands. I shall add a dream to 
tht-sc which c;omes to me from Scotland, 
by one who declares himself of that coun-
try; and, for all 1 know, mav be second-
sighted. T h e r e is, indeed, something in it 
of the spirit of John Bunvan; but at the 
same time a certain sublime which that 
author was never master of. I shall pub-
lish it, because I question not hut it will 
fall in with the taste of all my popular 
readers, and amuse the imaginations of 
those who are more profound; declaring, 
at the same time, that this the last dream 
which I intend to publish this season. 

' SIR,—I was last Sunday in the evening 
led into a serious reflection on the reasona-
bleness of virtue, and great folly of vice, 
from an excellent sermon I had liean! that 
afternoon in my parish church. Among 
otlier obscrvatic«s, the preacher showed us 
that the temptations which the tempter 
proposed are all on a supposition, that we 
are either madmen or fools, or with an in-
tention to render u^ such; that in no other 
affair we would suffer ourselves to be thus 
imposed upon, in a case so plainly and 
clearly against cur visible interest His 
illustrations and arguments carried so much 
persuasion and conviction with them, that 
they remained a considerable while fresh, 
and working in my memory; until at last 
the mind, fatigued with thought, gave way 
to the forcible oppressicns of slumber aiid 
sleep; whilst fancy, unwilling yet to drop 
the subject, presented me with the follow-
ing vision. 

' Metliought I was just awoke out of a 
sleep that I could never remember the be-
ginning of; the place wliere I found myself 
to be was a wide and spacious pldn, full 
of people that wandered up and down 
through several beaten paths, whereof some 
few were straight, and in direct lines, but 
most of them winding and turning like .i 
labyrinth; but yet it appeared to me after-
wards that these last all met in cue issue, 
so tliat many that seemed to steer quite 
craitrary courses, did at length meet and 
face one another, to the no little amaze-
ment of many of them. 

' In the midst of the plain there was a 
great fountain: thev callcd it the spring of 
Self-love; out of it issued two rivulets to the 
eastward and westward: T h e name of the 
first was Heavenly-Wisdom; its water was 
wonderfully clear, but of a vet more won-
derful effvct: the other's name was'V^'orld 
ly-Wisdora; its water was tliick, and yet 
far from being dormant or s t : ^ a t i ng , for 
it was in a continual violent aptation; which 
kept the travellers, whom I shall mention 
by and by, from being sensible of the foul-
ness and thickness of the water; which had 
this effect, that it intoxicated tho«e who 
drank it, and made tUem mistake every 
object that lay before them. Both rivulets 
were parted near their spring.* into so many 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



others, as there were straight and " w k e d 
paths, which attended all along to their re-
tDectiw issues. , , 

• I observed from the several paths many 
now and then diverting, to refresh and 
otherwise qualify themselves for their jour-
ney, to the respective rivulets that ran near 
them: they contracted a very observable 
coura(^ and steadiness in what thev w ^ c 
about; bv drinking these waters. A t the 
end of the perspective of every straight 
path, all which did end in one i ^ e and 
^ n t , appeared a high pillar, of dia-
f n ^ d . c i t i n g rays as bright as 
sun intn the paths; which rays had a ^ 
certain sympathizing and 
in them, so tha t whosoever had made some 
considerable progress in his journey on-
wards towards the piUar. by the repeated 
impression of these rays upon him, was 
w i ^ g h t into an habitual inclination and 
convl^ion of his sight towards « , so that it 
crew at last in a manner natural to him to 
S » k and gaze upon it, whereby he was 
kep t steady in the straight paths, which 
alone led t b t h a t radiant W y , the tehold-
ing of which was now gro\vii a gratification 
t o \ i s nature. . , . _ 

' At the issue of the crooked paths tliere 
was a t r e a t black tower, out of the centrc 
of which streamed a long succession rt 
flames, which did rise 
clouds it gave a very great hght w the 
whole p la in%hich did sonieuroes ou^hinc 
the l ieh t , aa^d oppressed the beams of the 
adamlrnine pillSr'; though by theobsen^a-
tion I made afterwards, it a p p e a r ^ that it 
wTs not from any diminution of light, but 
Siat lay in t 4 travellers, who would 
Smet imes rtep out of straight paths, where 
they lost the full prospect o? the r a d i ^ t 
pillar, and saw it but sideways: but the 
^ t light from the black tower, which 
was somewhat particularly scorching to 
them, would generdllv hght and hasten 
them to their proper climate a p i n . 

.Round about the black tower there 
were methought, many thousands rf huge 

t h « were nearest to them: these they took 
unl t ra ight . and whirled over the walls into 
A e flamin^ower, and they were no more 
v e n nor heard ol . - ^ 

• T h e v would sometimes cast their nets 
towards the riglrt paths to catch the a rag -
S r A whose e ? e s , W want of Unnking at 
the brook that n m by them, grew diin, 
whereby they Inst their way: these w ^ W 
S i m e s vety narrowly miss being catch-
S a w w , but Icnuldnot hear whether any 
J ttTese'had ever been so V 
had been before very hearty m the straight 

^• I^conmdered all these strange sights 
with great attention, until at last I was m-
T e ^ ^ d by a cluster of the travellers in 

the crooked paths, who came up to me, 
bid me go along with them, and preswitly 
fell to singing and d:incing: they toot me 
bv the hand, and so carried me away along 
with them. After I had followed them a 
considerable while, I perceived I ha<l lost 
the black tower of light, at which 1 p?a tU 
wondered; but as 1 looked and gazed round 
about me and saw nothing, I b e g p to fancy 
my first vision had been but a dream, ajid 
there was no such thing in reality; but then 
I considered tha t if I could fancy to ^ 
what was not, I might as well have an allu-
sion wrought on me at present, ^ d not see 
what was reallv before me. I was ve^-
much confirmed in this thought, by the 
effect I then just observed the water ot 
Worldly-Wisdom had upon me; for as 1 
had drank a little of it again, I felt a very-
sensible effect in my head; methought it 
distracted and disordered all there; this 
made me stop of a sudden, suspecting some 
charm or enchantmenL As I casting 
about within myself what I should do, and 
whom to apfdv to in this ca.se, I spied a t 
some distance off me a man beckoning, and 

• J t n h i i n . I 
SUUJOC Ull . _ 

making signs to me to come over to him. 1 
cried to him, I did not know the way. H e 
then called to me, audibly, to s t ro at least 
out of the path I was in; for nf I s a y ^ 
there any longer I was m danger to be 
catchcd in a great net tha t was just hang-
ing over me, and ready to catch me up ; 
that he wondered 1 was so blind, or » dis-
tracted, as not to see so imminent and 
hle a danger; assuring me, that soon as 
I was out of that way, he would come to 
me to lead me into a more secure path. 
T h i s I did, and he brciight me his^palm-
fiill of the water of Heavenly-W isitom, 
which was of very great use to me, for my 
eyes were straight cleared, and I saw the 
ereatWack tower just before me: but the 
great net which I spied so near me ^ s t me 
fn such a teiTor, that I back as far as I 
could in one breath without looking behind 
me. T h e n my benefactor thus h « w f c e 
me- "You have made the wonderfuUest 
escapc in the world; the water you used to 
drink is of a bewitching nature; y w would 
else have been mightily shocked at the c^-
formities and me:mness of the place; for 
besddes the set of blind fools, in whose com-
pany you was, you may now behold many 
others who are only bewitched afwr 
other no less dangerous manner, L,ooK a 
little that way, there goes a crowd of pas-
sengers; they have indeed so good a h e ^ l 
as not to sufEer themselves to be blinded by 
this bewitching water; the black tower p 
not vanished out of their sight, they see it 
whenever they look up to it: but see how 
thev go sideways, and with their eyes 
ao-xvnwards, as \{ they were mad. that they 
thus may rush into the net, without being 
beforehand troubled at the thought of so 
miserable a destruction. The i r wills arc 
so perverse, and their hearts so fond of the 
pleasures of the placc. that rather than 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



(oret^ them tliey will run all hazards, and 
'Tntiirc upon all the miseries and woes be-
fore them. 

" S e e there that other company; though 
t h w should drink none of the bewitching 
water, vet they take a course bewitching 
and deluding. See how they choose the 
rrookcdest paths, whereby they have often 
the black tower behind them, and some-
times see the rndiant column sideways, 
which gives them some weak glimpse of it! 
These fools contcnt themselves with that, 
not knowing whether any other have any 
more of its influence and light than them-
selves: this road is called that of Supersti-
tion or Human Invention r they grossly 
overlook that which the rules and laws ^ 
the place prescribe to them, and contrive 
some other scheme, and set off directions 
and prescriptions for themselves, which 
they hope will serve their turn." He 
showed me many other kinds of fools, 
which put me quite out of humour with 
the place. At last he carried me to the 
right paths, where I found true and stiid 
pleasure, which entertained me all the 
way, until we came in closer sight of the 
pillar, where the satisfaction inc reas^ to 
that measure that my faculties were not 
able to contain i t : in the straining of them 
I was violently waked, not a little grieved 
at the vanishing of so pleasing a dream. 

'Glasgow, Sept. 29.' 

N a 525.] Saturday, J^ovember 1, 1712. 
•o V „i 1 
ZilkcrrQl I 

9 Vrtptf l i r ' apiTiir T* Bymt i^VTt 
Surif. 

T h a t ioTe ainne. whii-h TinuV« l a w s e o n l r o l , 
D«3eiTes reception ill tbe humaD s o u l . 

IT is mv custom to take frequent oppor-
tunities of inquiring, from time to time, 
what success my speculations meet with in 
the town. I am glad to find, in particular, 
that my discourses on marriage have been 
well received. A friend of mine gives me 
to understand from Doctor's-commons, that 
more licenses have been taken out there of 
late than usual. I am likewise informed 
of several pretty fellows, who have resolv-
ed to commence heads of families by the 
iirst favourable opportunity. One of them 
writes me word that he is ready to enter 
into the bonds of matrimony, provided I 
will give it him under my hand (as I now 
do) that a man may show his face in good 
company after he is married, and Uiat he 
need not be ashamed to treat a woman with 
kindness who puts herself in his power for 
life. 

I have other lettersonthis subject, which 
say tha t I am attempting to make a revolu-
tion in the worid of ^ l a n t r v , and that the 
consequence of it will be that a great deal 
of the sprightliest wit and satire of the last 
age will be lost; that a bashful fellow, upon 
changing his condition, will be no longer 
puzzled how to stand tlie rtullery of his fa-

cetious companions; that he need not own 
he married only to plunder an heiress of 
her fortune, nor pretend that he uses her 
ill, to avoid the ridiculous name of a fond 
husband. 

Indeed, if I may speak my opinion ot 
great part of the writings which once pre-
vailed among us under the notion of hu-
mour, they are such as would tempt one to 
think there had been an association among 
the wits of those times to rallv lept imacy 
out of our island. A state of wedlock was 
the common mark of all the adventurers in 
farce and comedy, as well as the cssayers 
in lampoon and satire, to shoot at; and no-
thing was a more standing jest, in all clubs 
of fashionable mirth and gay conversation. 
I t was determined among those airy critics, 
that the appellation of a sober man should 
signify a spiritless fellow. And I am apt 
to think it was about the same time that 
good-nature, a word so peculiarly elegant 
in our language, that some have affirmed it 
cannot well be expressed in any other, 
came first to be rendered suspiaous, and 
in danger of being transferred from its 
origin j sense to so distant an idea as that 
of folly. 

I must confess it has been my ambition, 
in the course of my w r i t i n p to restore, as 
well as I was able, the proper ideas of 
things. And as I have attempted this al-
ready on the subject of marriage in several 
papers, I shall here add some farther (i)-
sen ations which occur to me on the same 
head. 

Nothing seems to be thought, by our fine 
gentlemen, so indispensable an ornament in 
fashionable life, as love. ' A knight-errant, ' 
says Don Quixote, ' without a mistress, is 
l i te a t ree without leaves;' and a man erf 
mode among us who has not some fair one 
to sigh for, might as well pretend to appear 
dressed without his periwig. W e have 
lovers in prose innumerable. All our pre-
tenders to rhyme are professed inamoratos; 
and there is scarce a poet good or bad, to 
be heard of, who has not some real or sup-
posed Saccharissa to improve his vein. 

If love be any refinement, conjural love 
must be certainly so in a much higher de-
gree. T h e r e is no comparison between the 
frivolous affectationsofattractingtheeyesof 
women with whom you are only captivated 
byway of amusement, anil of whom perhaps 
you know nothing more than their features; 
and a regular and uniform endeavour to 
make yourself valuable, both as a friend 
and lover, to one whom you have chosen 
to be the companion of your life. T h e first 
is the spring of a thousand fopperies, silly 
artifices, falsehoods, and perhaps barban-
ties; or at best rises no higher than to a 
kind of dancing-school breeding, to give 
the person a more sparkling air. Tl ie lat-
ter is the parent of substantial virtues and 
awecable qualities, and cultivates the mind 
•v^ile it improves the behaviour. T h e 
passion of love to a mistress, even where it 
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