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A L E W D voung fellow scfing an aged 
hermit go by'himTiarefoot, ' F a t h e r , ' » y s 
he, ' you are in a verv miserable condition, 
if there is not another world. ' ' T rue , son, 
said the hermit, ' but what is thy condition 
if there is?' Manisacreaturcdesigned for 
two different states of being, or rather for 
two different lives. His first life is short 
and transient; his second permanent and 
lasting T h e question we are all concern-
ed in is this, in which of these two U\'es it 
is our chicf interest to make ourselves 
happv? Or , in other words, whether we 
should endeavour to sccure to ourselves 
the pleasures and gratifications ot a lite 
which is uncertain and precarious, and at 
its utmost length of a very inconsiderable 
duration? or to secure to ourselves the 
pleasures of a life which is fixed and set-
tied, and will never end? Every man, upon 
the first hearing of this question, knows 
very well which side of it he ought to close 
•with. But however right we are in theoir . 
it is plsun tha t in practice we adhere to the 
•wrong side of the question. W e make 
provisions for tliis life as though it were 
never to have an end, and for the other lite 
a s t h o u g h i t w e r e n e v e r t o h a v e a b e ^ n n t n g . 

Should a spirit of superior rank, who is a 
stranger to human nature, accidentallv 
alieht upon the earth, and take a survey of 
its inhabitants, what would his notions of 
us be* Would not he think that we are a 
species of beings made for quite a f f e r m t 
ends and purposes than what we really 
are» Must not he imagine that we are 
placed in this world to get riches and ho-
nours' Would not he think that it was our 
doty to toil after wealth, and station, and 
title* Nay, would not he believe we were 
forbidden poverty by threats of eternal 
punishment, and enjoined to puj^ue our 
pleasures under pain of damnation/ Me 
would ci-rtainlv imagine that we were in-
fluenced by a scheme of duties quite oppo-
site to those which are indeed prescribed 
to us. And truly, according to such an 
imagination, he must conclude that we are 
a spccies of the most obedient creatures in 
the universe; that we are constant to our 
duty; and that we keep a steadv eye to the 
end for which me were sent hither. 

But how great would be his astonish-
ment, when he learned that we were be-
inffs not designed to exist in this world 
above threescore and ten years; and that 
the greatest part of this busy species f ^ 
short even of that age? H o w w o u l d h e t e 
lost in horror and admiration, when he 
should know that this set of creatures, who 
Uv out all their endeavours for ^ i s lite, 
which scarce deserves the name of exist-
e n c e - w h e n , I say, he should know that 
thU set of creatures are to exist to all eter-
nity in another life, for which tht-y make 

no preparations? Nothing can be a greater 
disgrace to reason, than that men, who are 
persuaded of these two different states of 
being, shmild be perpetually employed m 
providing for a life of threescore and ten 
years, and neglecting to make provision for 
that which after manv myriads of years 
will be still new, and still beginning; espe-
cially when we consider that our endea-
vours for making ourselves great, or rich, 
or honourable, or whatever else we place 
our Siappiness in, may after all prove un-
successful; whereas, if we constantly and 
sincerely endeavour to make ourselves 
happy in the other life, we are sure that 
our endeavours will succeed, and that we 
shall not be disappointed of our hope. 

T h e following question is started by one 
of the schoolmen.—Supposang the whole 
body of the earth were a great ball or mass 
of the finest sand, and that a single ^ a i n or 
particle of this sand should be annihilated 
everv thousand years? Supposing then that 
you iiad it in your choice to be happv all 
the while this prodigious mass of sand was 
consuming by this slow method until there 
was not a grain of it left, on con^ticm vou 
were to be miserable for ever after. Or , 
supposing that you might be happy for evCT 
after, on condition you would be mi^rab le 
until the whole mass of sand were thus an-
nihilated at the rate of one sand in a thou-
sand years:—which of these two cases 
would you make your choice? 

I t must be confessed in this case, so many 
thousands of years are to the ima^nation 
as a kind of eternity, though in reality they 
do not bear so great a proportion to that 
duration which is to follow them as a unit 
does to the greatest number which you can 
put together in figures, or as one of those 
sands to the supposed heap. Reason there-
fore tells us, without any manner ot hea . 
tation, which would be t he better part in 
this choice. However, as I have before 
intimated, our reason might in such case 
be so overset by the imagination, as to 
dispose some persons to sink under the 
consideration of the great length of the first 
part of this duration, and of the great dis-
tance of that second duration, which is to 
succeed it. T h e mind, 1 say, might give 
itself up to tha t happiness which is at hand, 
considering that it is so very near, and that 
it would last so very long. But when the 
choice we actually have before us is this, 
whether we will choose to be happy for the 
space of only threescore and ten, nay, per-
haps of only twenty or ten years, I might 
sav of only a day or an hour, and mise-
rable to all eternity: or, on the contrary, 
miserable for this short term of years, arxl 
happy for a whole eternity; what words 
are sufficient to express that folly and 
want of consideration, which in such a case 
makes a wrong choice? 

I here put the case even at the worst, by 
supposing, what seldom happens, that a 
course of virtue makes us miserable in this 
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lifer but if we suppose, as it generally hap-
pens, that virtue wguld make us mnre 
happy even in this life than a contrary 
course of vice; how can we sufficiently arf-
mire the stupidity or madness of these per-
sons whn are capable of making so absurd 
a choice? 

Every wise man therefore will consider 
this life only as it may conduce to the hap-
]»ness of the other, and chcerfully sacrifice 
the pleasures of a few years to those of an 
eternity. 
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I R E M E K B E R a young man of very lively 
parts, and of a jprightly t>im in conversa-
tion, who had only one fault, which was an 
inordinate desire of appearing fashionable. 
This ran him into many amours, and con-
sequently into many distempers. He never 
went to bed until two o 'cbck in the morn-
ing, because he would not be a queer fel-
low; and was everv now and then knocked 
down bv a constable, to signalize his viva-
city. H e was initiated into half a dozen 
clubs before he was one-and-twenty; and 
so improved in them his natural gayety of 
temper, that you might frequently trace 
him to his lodging by a range of "broken 
windows, and oiher tlie like monuments of 
wit ami gallantr)-. T o be short, after hav-
ing fully established his reputation of being 
a very agreeable rake, he died of old age at 
five-and-twenty. 

There is indeed nothing which betrays a 
man into so many errors and incMiveniences 
as the desire of not appearing angular; for 
which reason it is very necessary to form a 
right idea of s in^lar i ty , that we may know 
when it is laudable, and when it is vicious. 
In the first place, every man of sense will 
agree with me that singularity is laudable 
when, in contradiction to a multitude, it 
adheres to the dictates of conscience, mo-
rality, and honour. In these cases we ought 
to consider that it is not custom, but duty, 
which is the rule of action; and that we 
should be only so far sociable, as we are 
reasonable creatures. T ru th is never the 
less so for not being attended to: and it is 
the nature of actions, not the number of 
actors, by which we ought to regulate our 
behaviour. Singularity in concerns of this 
kind is to be looked upon as hcroic bravery, 
in which a man leaves the species only as 
he soars above it. W h a t greater instance 
can there be of a weak and pusillanimous 
temper, than for a man to pass his whole 
life in oppoMtion to his own sentiments? or 
not to dare to be what he thinks he ought 
1 0 ! « ? 

Sing^ilarity, therefore, i9 only vidous 

when it makes men act crntrarv to reason. 
or when it ™ts them uprn distinguishing 
themselves liy trifles. As for the first of 
these, who are singular in any thing that 
is irreligious, immoral, or dishonourable, I 
believe every one will easily give them up. 
I shall therefore speak of those only who 
are remarkable for their singularity in 
things of no importance; as in dress, be-
haviour, conversation, and all the little 
intercourses of life. In these cases there 
is a certain deference due to custom; and, 
notwithstanding there may be a colour of 
reason to deviate from the multitude in 
some particulars, a man ought to sacrifice 
his private inclinations and opinions to the 
practice of the public. I t must be confess-
ed that good sense often makes a humour-
ist; but then it unqualifies him for being of 
any moment in the world, and renders him 
ridiculous to persons of a much inferior un-
derstanding. 

I have heard of a gentleman in the north 
of England who was a remarkable instance 
of this foolish singulari^. He had laid it 
down as a rule within himself, to act in the 
most indifferent parts of life according to the 
most abstracted notions of reason and good 
sense, without any regard to fashion or ex-
ample. This humour broke out at first in 
many little oddnesses: lie had never any 
stated hours for his dinner, supper, or 
sleep; because, said he, we ought to attend 
the calls of nature, and not set our appetites 
to our meals, but bring our meals to our 
appetites. In his conversation with country 
gentlemen, he would not make U5e of a 
phrase that was not strictly true; he never 
told any of them that he was hin humble 
servant, but that he was his well-wisher, 
and would rather bethought amal-content, 
than drink the king's health when he was 
not dry. He would thrust his head out of 
his cfiamber window every morning, and 
after having gaped for fresh air about half 
an hour, repeat fiftv verses as loud as he 
could bawl them, for the benefit of his 
lungs; to which end he generally took 
them out of Homer—the Greek tongue, 
especially in that author, being more deep 
and sonorous, and more conducive to ex-
pectoration than any other. He had many 
other particularities, for which he gave 
sound and philosophical reasons. As this 
humour sUll grew upon him, he chose to 
wear a turban instead of a periwig; con-
cluding, very justly, that a bandage of 
clean linen about his head was much more 
wholesome, as well as cleanly, than the 
caul of a wig, which is soiled with frequent 
perspirations. He afterwards judiciously 
observed that the many ligatures in our 
English dress must naturally check the 
circulation of the blood; for whir.h reason 
he made his breeches and his doublet of 
one continued piece of cloth, after the man-
ner of the hussars. In short, by following 
the pure dictates of reason, he at length 
departed so much from the rest of liis 
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ccmntrvmen, and indeed from his whole 
species, that his friends would have clajJ-
T ^ him into Bedlam, and have begged h îs 
estate; but the judge, being mfomed h e 
did no hann , contented himself with issuine 
out a commission of lunacy against him. and 
putting his estate into the hands of proper 

^ • f h ^ f S e of this philosopher puts me in 
mind of a remark in Monsieur Fontenelle s 
S a l v e s of the Dead. - T h e a m b i u o u s 
^ d f e c o ^ - e t o u s , ' says he, 
to aU intents and purposes asmuch as those 
who are shut u p m dark rooms; b u ^ h e y 
have the good luck to have n^mbew on 
their side! whereas the phrensy of one 
X i s given up for a luna tV is a phrensy 
r i l S that is, in "ther w ^ d s , 
something which is singular m its kin^d, 
f n d does l o t faU in with the madness of a 

" T h e " ^ b j e c t of this essay ^ a s occasioned 
by a letter which I r e e v e d "Ot long ance, 
afid which, for want of room at present, J 
shall insert in my next paper. 
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THE letter mentioned in my last paper is 
as follows. 

'SIR —Y<M have so lately decried that 
cuitom,' too much in use amongst n w t p e ^ 
pie, of making themselves the ^ h j e c t s c ^ 
t h d r vrritings and conversation, that I had 
some difficuhy to persuade myselMo gjve 
vou this trouble until 1 had considered that 
i h ^ S h I should speak in the first p e r ^ n , 
yeaVould nntbe justly charged with vanity, 
since I shall not add my name: as also, be-
cTu^ what I shall write will to say Ae 
best, redound to my praise, but is onlv 
d e s i r e d to remove a prejudice conccived 
:x?ainst me, as 1 hope, with very little 
f.^ndatiMi. Mv short history is this. 

• I have lived for some years last past 
altogether in London, until about a month 
a ^ a n acquaintance of mine, for whom I 
h i r e done some small services in town, in-
vited me to pass par t of the summer witti 
him at his house in the country. I accepteO 
his invitation, and found a verv hearty wel-
L j n e Mv friend, an honest plain man, nM 
Sine: qu^ified to pass away his tirne with-
cu the reliefs of business, "has grafted the 
farmer upon the gentleman, and brought 
W^Sclf to submit even to the servile parts 
nfTh^t employment, such as inspecting his 
phS^h like. This ne^ssari ly t a l«s 
SD somrof his hours every day; and, as I 
h ive no relish for such diversion, 1 used at 
these^Pmes to retire either to my chamber, 
or a shJdv w X n c a r the house, and enter-
tain S f with V ^ ^ ' ^ ' ^ H L o r ^hat 
Now, you must know, Mr. Spectator, that 

when I read, especially If it be poetry, it is 
very usual with me, when I meet with any 
passage or expression which strikes me 
much, to pronounce it aloud, with that tone 
of the vdce which I think agreeable to the 
sentiments there expressed; and to this I 
generally add some motion or acuon of the 
body. I t was not long before I was observed 
by some of the family in one of these heroic 
fits, who thereupon received i i^ressions 
very much to my disadvantage. This how-
ever I did not soon discover, nor should 
have done probably, had it not been for the 
following accident I had one day shut 
myself iip in my chamber, and was veiy 
deeplv engaged in the second bock of Mil-
ton's Paradise Lost. I walked to and tm 
with the book in mv hand; and, to speak 
the truth, I fear I made no little noise; when 
presently coming to the following lines: 

On » radien OBCT fly. 
W i t h impf luous cseoil s n d i a t r i n e sramd. 
Th- in fe tna l dooin, a n d on t l iei l h m i e s gra te 
Harto Ibundei," Sx-

I in great transport threw open the tor of 
my chamber, and found the greate^ part 
of the family standing on the outside in a 
vcrv great consternation. I was in no less 
S u ^ . and begged pardon for h a ^ n g 
disturbed them; addressing rnvselt par-
ticularly to comfort one of the children who 
received an unluckr fall in this action, 
while he was too intently surveying my 
meditations through the key-hole, l o b e 
short, af ter this adventure,! easily observed 
that great part of the family, especially the 
women and children, looked upon me with women aJiu - r - - . -
some apprehensions of fear; and my tncncl 
himself though he still continues his civili-
ties to me, did not seem altogether easv: 1 
took notice that the butler was never ^ e r 
this accident ordered to leave the b ^ l e 
upon the table after dinner. Add to this, 
that I frequently overheard the servants 
mention me by the name of the c r a z ^ 
gentleman, the 5 •"'V-t 
t h e m a d L o n d o n e r . " a n d t h e l i ke . T h i s 
m a d e m e t h i n k i t h i g h t i m e f o r m e t o sh i f t 
m v q u a r t e r s , w h i c h I r e s o l v e d t o d o t h e 
fifst h a n d s o m e o p p o r t u n i t y ; a n d W M c o n -
f i r m e d in t h i s r e s o l u t i ^ b y a y o u n g l a d v lu 
the neighbourhood who frequently v i s . t ^ 
us and who one day, after having heard 
all the fine things I was able to say, was 
pleased with^a scornful smile to bid me 
" eo to sleep. . 

• T h e first minute I got to my lodgings in 
town I set pen to paper to desire your opi-
nion" whetVer u ^ the evidetice before 
vou. I am mad or no t 1 can bring wrtifi-
L t e s that I behave myself soberly before 
company, and I hope there is at least some 
merit in withdrawing to be mad. 
sir, 1 am contented to be esteemed a little 
touched, as they phrase it, but should be 
sorry to be madder than my neighbours; 
therefore, prav let me be as much m my 
senses as vou "can afford. I know 1 cou.d 
bring youraeU as an instance of a man who 
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has confessed talking to himself; but yours 
IS a particular case, and cnnnot justify me, 
who have not kept silence any part of mv 
We. W h a t if I siraildown nivselfin love* 
You know lovers are always'allowed the 
comfort of soliloquy.—But I will sav no 
incre upon this subject, because I have'long 
since observed the ready way to be thought 
mad IS to contend that you are not s c as 
we generally conclude that man di-unk who 
takes pains to be thought sober. I will 
therrfore leave myself to your determina-
tion; but am the more desirous to be thousht 
in my senses, that it may be no discredit to 
vou when I assure ynu that I have always 
been very much your admirer. 

' P . & If I must be mad, I desire the 
young lady may believe it is for he r . ' 

' ThthumbU Petition of John-a-Mket and 
John-a-$tyles, 

' Sho WETH,—That your petitioners have 
causesdependingin Westminster-hall above 
tive hundred years, and that we despair of 
ever seeing them brought to an issue- that 
your petitioners have not been involved in 
these law-suits out of any litigious temper 
of their own, but by the instigation of con-
tentious persons; that the voung lawyers in 
our inns of court are continually setting us 
together by the ears, and think they do us 
no hurt, because they plead for us without 
a tee; that many of the gentlemen of the 
rot>e have no other clients in the world be-
sides us two; that when they have nothine 
else to do, they make us p ldn t i fb and de-
tendants. though they were never re t^ned 
bv any of us; that they traduce, condemn, 
or acquit us, without any manner of reeard 
to om- reputations and good names in the 
world. Your petitioners therefore, beine 
thereunto encouraged by the favourable 
reception which you lately gave to our 
kinsman Blank, do humbly pray, that you 
will put an end to the controversies which 
have b e ^ so long depending between us 
your said petiUoners, and that our enmity 
may not endure from generation to genera-
tion i It being our resolution to live hereafter 
as It becometh men of peaceable dispoa-
tions. 

' . y d your petiUoners, as in duty bound, 
shall ever pray, &c.' 
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THERE has been very great reason, on 
several accounts, for the feamed world to 
endeavour at settling what it was that mierht 
be said to compose personal identity. 

Mr. Locke, after having premised that 

the word person properly signifies a th ink-
m.? intelligent being that has reason and 
reHcction, and can consider itself as itself 
concludes, that it is conscinuaiess alone, 
and not an identity of substance, which 
n ^ k e s this personal identity of sameness. 

Had I the same consciousness,' says tha t 
author, ' t h a t I saw the ark and Noah's 
H ^ , as that I saw an overflowing of the 
1 hames last winter, or as that I now writei 
I could no more doubt that I who write this 
now. that saw the Thames o\erflow last 
winter, and that viewed the flood at the 
general deluee, was the same self, place 
that self in what substance you please than 
that I who write this am the same mvself 
now while I write, whether I consist of all 
the same substance, material or immaterial, 
or no, that I was yesterday; for as to this 
point of being the same seSf, it matters not 
whether this present self be made up of the 
same or other substances.' 

I was mightily pleased with a story in 
some measure applicable to this piece of 
philowphy, which I read the other day in 
the Persian Tales, as they are lately very 
well translated by Mr. Philips; and with an 
abndgeraent whereof I shal here present 
mv readers. 

1 s h ^ l only premise that these stories are 
wn t after the eastern manner, but some-
what more correct. 

'Fadlallah, a prince of great virtues, suc-
ceeded his father Bin Ortoc in the kingdom 
of Mousd. He reigned over his faithful 
ob jec t s for some time, and lived in great 
happiness with his beauteous consort queen 
Zcmroude, when there appeared at his 
o w n a young dervis of so lively and enter-
t a n m g a turn of wit, as won upon the affec-
tions of eveiy one he conversed with. His 
reputation grew so fast every day, that it 
at last raised a curiosity in the prince him-
self to see and talk with him. He did so; 
^ d , fa r from finding that common fame 
had flattered him, he was soon convinced 
that every thing he had heard of him fell 
short of the truth, 

•Fadlallah immediately lost all manner 
of relish for the conversation of other men • 
and, as he was everyday more and more 
s^isfied of the abilities of this straneer 
^ e r e d bira the first posts in his kingdom. 
I h e young dervis, after having thanked 
him with a very singular modesty, desii-ed 
to be excused, as having made a vow never 
to a c c ^ t of any employment, and prefer-
ring a free and independent state oi^Iife to 
all other conditions. 

' T h e king was infinitely charmed with 
so great an example of moderation; and 
though he could not get him to engage in a 
life of business, made him however his 
chicf companicm and first favourite. 

• As they were one day hunting together 
and happened to be i«;parated fi-om the i-est 

I, tl 'e dervis entertained 
t adlallah with an account of his travels and 
adventures. After having related to him 
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several curioaties which Ue had seen m the 
Indies, " I t was in this p lace ," says he, 
" t h a t I contracted an acquaintance with 
an old brachman, who was skilled in the 
inost hidden powers of nature; he died 
within my arms, and with his part ing 
brea th communicated to me one of the most 
valuable secrets, oncondition I should never 
reveal it to any m a n , " T h e king imme-
diately, reflecting on his young favourite s 
having refused the late offers of greatness 
he had made him, told him he presumed it 
was the power of making gold. " No, sir ," 
says the dervis, " i t is somewhat more 
wonderful than that; it Is the power nf re-
animating a dead body, by flinging my own 
soTil into iL " 

' Whi l e he was yet speaking, a doe came 
bounding by them, and the king who had 
his bow'ready, shot h e r through the hear t ; 
teUlng the <fen-is, t ha t a fair opportunity 
now offered for him to show his a r t 1 he 
young man immediately left his own bcxJy 
breathless on the ground, while at the same 
instant that of the doe was reanimated. She 
came to the king, fawned upon him, and, 
after having plaved several wanton tncks , 
fell again upon t'he grass; at the same in-
stant the body of the dervis recovered its 
life. T h e king was infinitely pleased at so 
xincommon an operation, and conjured his 
friend by everv thing that was sacred to 
communicate it to him. T h e dervis at firet 
made some scruple of violating his promise 
to the dying brachman; but told u . u , = u , n , g — - j W 
that he found he could conceal nothing trom 
80 excellent a prince; af ter having obliged 
him therefore by an oath to secrecy, he 
taught him to repeat two cabalistic words, 
in pronouncing of which the whole secret 
consisted. T h e king, impatient to tr>- the 
experiment, immediately repeated them as 
he had been taught, and in an instant found 
himself in the body of the doe. H e had but 
a little t ime to contemplate himself in this 
new being; for the treacherous dervis, 
shooting his own soul into the royal corpse, 
and bending the princes own bow agmnst 
him, had laid him dead on the spot, had 
not the king, who perceived his intent, fled 
swiftly to the woot s. 

' T h e dervis, now tr iumphing m his 
villany, returned to Mousel, and filled the 
throne and bed n f t h e unhappv Fadlallah, 

• T h e first thing he took care of, m order 
to secure himself^in the possession of his 
new acquired kingdom, was to issue out 
a proclamation, ordering his subjects to 
destroy all the deer in the realm. T h e 
king had perished among the res t had he 
not avoided his pursuers by reanimating 
the body of a nightingale which he saw lie 
dead at the foot of a tree. In this new 
shape he winged his way in safety to the 
palace; where, perching on a t ree which 
stood near the queen's apartment , he hlled 
the whole place with so many m e l o d i e s 
and melancholy notes as drew h e r to the 
window. H e had the mortification to see 

that, instead of being pitied, he only moved 
the mirth of his princess, and of a young 
female slave who was with her. He con-
tinued however to serenade her every 
morning, until at last the queen, charmed 
with lus harmonv, sent for the bird-
catchers, and ordered them to employ 
their utmost skill to put that little creature 
in her possession. T h e king, pleased with 
an opportunity of being once more near 
his beloved consort, eaaly suffered h im-
self to be taken: and when he was r e -
sented to her , though he showed a tearful-
ness to be touched by any of the other 
ladies, flew of his own accord, and hid 
himself in the queen's bosom. Zcmroude 
was highly pleased at the unexpected 
fondness of h e r new favourite, and ordered 
him to be k e p t in an open cage in her own 
apartment. H e had there an opportunity 
of making his court to h e r every morning, 
by a thousand little actions which his shape 
allowed him. T h e queen passed away 
whole hours every day, in heanng and 
playing with him. Fadlallah could even 
have thought himself happy in this state 
of life, had he not frequently e n d u r ^ the 
inexpressible torment of seeing the dervis 
enter the apar tment and caress his queen 
even in his presence. . . 

' T h e usurper, amidst his toying with 
his princess, would often endeavour to in-
gratiate himself with her nightingale; and 
while the enraged Fadlallah pecked at h im 
with his bill, beat his wings, and showed 
all the marks of an impotent rage, it only 
afforded his rival and the queen new mat-
t e r for their diversion. 

' Zemroude was likewise fond of a little 
lap-dog which she kept in her apartment, 
and which one night happened to die. 

' T h e king immediately found himself 
inclined to quit the shape of the n^h t in -
gale, and enliven his new body. H e did 
ko, and the nex t morning Zemroude saw 
her favourite bird lie dead in the cage. It 
is impossible to express h e r gnet on this 
occa^on' and when she called to mind all 
its little actions, which even appeared to 
have somewhat in them like reason, she 
was inconsolable for her loss. 

• H e r women immediately sent for the 
der%'is to come and comfort her , who after 
having in represented to her the 
weakness of being grieved at such an acci-
dent, touched at last by h e r repeated com-
plaints, " We l l , madam," says he, " 1 will 
exer t the utmost of my art to please you. 
Your nightingale shall again revive everv 
morning, and serenade vou as before. 
T h e queen beheld him with a look which 
easilv showed she did not believe h im; 
when, laying himself down on a sofa, he 
shot his soul into the nightingale, and 
Zemroude was amazed to see her bird 
revive. . „ 

' T h e king who was a spectator of all 
that passed, lying under the shape of a lap-
dog in on« comer of the room, mimedi-
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ately recovered his own body, and running 
to tne cage with the utmc«t indication, 
twisted off the neck of the false nightingale. 

' Zemroude was more than ever amazed 
and concemcd at this second accident, until 
the king, entreating her to hear him, re-
lated to her his whole adventure. 

• T h e bndy of the dervis, which was 
found dead in the wood, and his edict for 
killing all the deer, left he r no room to 
doubt of the truth of it: but the story adds, 
that out of an extreme delicacy, peculiar 
to the oriental ladies, she was so highly 
afflicted at the innocent adultery in which 
she had for some time lived with the dervis, 
that no arguments, even from Fadlallah 
himself, could compose her mind. She 
shortly after died with grief, begging his 
pardon with her last breath for wliat the 
most rigid justice could not have inter-
preted as a crime. 

' T h e king was so afflicted with her 
death, that he left his kingdom to one of 
his nearest relaticms, and passed the rest 
of his days in solitude and retirement. ' 

No. 579.] Wednetday, August 11, 1714. 

Odora CBnam TIS.—Ttrg. ^ w , iv. 132. 
SagBcious hounds. 

IN the reign of king Charles the First, 
the company of stationers, into whose 
hands the printing of the bible is commit-
ted by patent, made a very remarkable 
erratum or blunder in one of the editions: 
for instead of ' Thou shait not commit 
adultery,' they printed off several thou-
sands of copies with ' T h n u shaJt commit 
adultery.' Archbishop Laud, to punish 
this their negligence, laid a considerable 
fine upnn that company in the star-cham-
ber. 

By the practice of the world, which pre-
vails in this degenerate ^ e , I am a f r a d 
that very many youi^ profligates of both 
sexes are possessed o A h i s spurious edition 
of the bible, and observe the command-
ment according to that faulty reading. 

Adulterers, in the first ages of the 
church, were excommunicated for ever, 
and unqualified all their lives for bearing 
a part in Christian assemblies, notwith-
standing they might seek it with tears, and 
all the appearances of the most unfeigned 
repentance. 

1 might here mention some ancient laws 
among the heathens, which punished this 
crime with death: and others of the same 
kind, which are now in force among seve-
ral governments that have embraced the 
reformed religion. But, because a subject 
of this nature may be too serious for my 
ordinary readers, who are very apt to 
throw by mv papers when they are not 
enlivened with something that is diverting 
nr uncommon, I shall here publish the 
contents of a littie manuscript lately fallen 

into my hands, and which pretends to 
great antiquity; though by reason of some 
modem phrases, and other particulars in 
it, 1 can by no means allow it to be genuine, 
but rather the production of a modern 
sophist. 

I t is well known by the learned, that 
there was a temple upon Mount .®tna 
dedicated to Vulcan, w >ich was guarded 
by dogs of so exquisite a smell, say the his-
torians, that they could discern whether 
the persons who came thither were chaste 
or otherwise. T h e y used to meet and 
fawn upon such who were chaste, caress-
ing theiti as the friends of their master 
Vulcan; but flew at those who were pol-
luted, and never ceased barking at them till 
thev had driven them from the temple. 

My manuscript gives the following ac-
count of these dogs, and was probably 
designed as a comment upon this story. 

' These dogs were given to Vulcan by 
his sister Diana, the goddess of hunting 
and of chastity, having bred them out of 
some of her hounds, in which she had ob-
served this natural instinct and sagacity. 
I t was thought she did it in spite of Venus, 
who, upon her return home, always found 
her husband in a good or bad humour, 
according to the reception which she met 
with from his dogs. T h e y lived in the 
temple several years, but were such snap-
pish curs, that they frighted away most of 
the votaries. T h e women of Sicily made 
a solemn deputation to the priest, by which 
they acquainted him, that ihey wculd not 
come u p to the temple with their annual 
offerings unless he muzzled his mastiffs; 
and at last compromised the matter with 
him, that the offering should always be 
brought by a chorus of young girls, who 
were none of them above seven years old. 
I t was wonderful, says the author, to see 
how different the treatment was which the 
dogs gave to these little misses, from that 
which they had shown to their mothers. 
I t is said that the prince of Syracuse, hav-
ing married a young lady, and being natu-
rally of 3 jealous temper, made such an 
interest with the priests of this temple, 
that he procured a whelp from them of 
this famous breed. T h e young puppy was 
very troublesome to the fair lady at first, 
insomuch that she solicited her husband to 
send him away; but the good roan cut her 
short with the old Sicilian proverb, " L o v e 
me, love my dog;" from which time she 
lived very peaceably with both of them. 
T h e ladies of Syracuse were very much 
annoyed with him, and several of very 
good reputation refused to come to court 
until he was discarded. T h e r e were in-
deed some of them that defied his sagacity; 
but it was observed, though he did not 
actually bite them, he would growl at them 
most confoundedly. T o return to the dogs 
of the temple; after they had lived here ui 
great repute for several years, it so hap-
^ n e d , that as one of the priests, who had 
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been making a charitable visit to a widow 
who lived on the promontory of Lilybeum, 
returned borne pretty late in the evenmg, 
the dogs fiew at him with so much fory, 
that they would have worried biro if bis 
brethren had not come in to his asastance: 
upon which, says my author, the dogs 
were all of them banged, as having lost 
their original instinct.' ^ 

I cannot conclude this paper without 
wishing that we had some of this breed of 
does in Great Britain, whicb would cer-
t^nU- do justice, I should say honour, to 
the ladies of our country, and show the 
world the difference between pagan women 
and those who are instructed in sounder 
principles of virtue and religion. 

No. 580.] Friday, Augiul 13, 1714. 
• S i Tprhi audaeia detur, 

N o n m e l u i m i u a g n i d i i i M e p a l a l i a c a i l i . 
Oei i , Met . Lib. i. 17S. 

This rJace. the b t i i th l ' s t mansion of the sky 
rjl call the palace of ttie Drily.—X>>7ifc«. 

'S IR, I considered in my two last let-
ters that awful and tremendous subject, 
the ubiquity or omnipresence of the Divine 
Being, I have shown that he is equally 
present in all places throughout the whole 
extent of infinite space. This doctrine is 
so agreeable to reason, that we meet with 
it in the writings of the enlightened hea-
thens, as I might show at large, were it 
not already done by other bands. Hut 
though the Deity be thus essentially pre-
sent through all the immensity of space, 
there isone par t of it in which he discovers 
himself in a most transcendent and visible 
glory; this is that place whicb is marked 
but in scripture under the different appel-
lations of " Paradise, the third heaven, 
the throne of God, and the habitation of 
his glory." It is here where the glorified 
l5ody of our Saviour reades, and where all 
the celestial hierarchies, and the innume-
rable hosts of angels, are represented as 
perpctuallv suiTounding the seat of Gpd 
with hallelujahs and hvmns of praise. This 
is that presence of God which some of 
the divines call his glorious, and others his 
majestic, presence. He is indeed as essen-
tially present in all other places as in this; 
but it 15 here where he resides in a senabie 
magnificence, and in the midst of all those 
splendours whicb can effcct the imagina-
tion of created brings. 

• It is very remarkable that this opinion 
of God Almighty's presence in heaven, 
whether d i s c o v e r t by the light of nature, 
or by a general tradition from our first pa-
rents, prevails amons all the nations of the 
world whatsoever different notions they en-
ter ta inoftbeGodhead. Ifyou look into Ho-
mer, the most ancient of the Greek wnters , 
you see the supreme power seated in thebea-
vens, and encompassed with inferior deities, 
among whom the Muses are represented as 

V O L . II. 47 

singing incessantly about bis throne. W h o 
does not here see the main strokes and out-
lines of this great truth we arc speaking of? 
T h e same doctrine is shadowed out in many 
other heathen authors, though at the same 
time, like several other revealed truths, 
dashed and adulterated with a mixture of 
fables and human inventions. But to pass 
over the notions of the Greeks and Romans, 
those more enlightened parts of the pagan 
world, we find there is scarce a people 
among the late discovered nations who are 
not trmned up in an opinion that heaven is 
the habitation of the divinity whom they 
worship. 

' A s in Solomon's temple there was the 
Sanctum SancCorum, in which a visible 
glory appeared among the figures of the 
cherubims, and into which none but t he 
high priest himself was permitted to enter, 
^ t e r having made an atonement for the sins 
of the people; so, if we consider the whole 
creation as one great temple, there is in it 
this Holy of holies, into which the High 
priest of our salvation entered, and took his 
ilace among angels and arch-angels, af ter 
laving made a propitiation for the sins of 

mankind-
' W i t h bow much skill must the throne 

of God be erected! Wi th what glorious 
designs is tha t habitation beautified, which 
is contrived and built by him who inspired 
Hiram with wisdom! How great must be 
the majesty of that place, where the whole 
art of creation has been employed, and 
where God has chosen to show himself in 
the most magnificent manner.' W h a t must 
be the architecture of infinite power under 
the direction of infinite wisdom? A spirit 
cannot but be transported, af ter an ineffa-
ble manner, with the sight of those ob-
jects, which were made to effect him by 
that Being who knows the inward f rame 
of a soul, and how to please and ravish it in 
aU its most secret powers and faculties. I t 
is to this majestic presence of God we may 
apply those beautiful expressions in holy 
writ: ' Behold even to the moon and it 
shineth not; vea the stars are not pure in 
his sight.' T h e light of the sun, and all 
the glories of the world in which we live, 
are but as weak and sickly glimmerings, 
or rather darkness itself, in comparison of 
those splendours which encompass the 
throne of God. 

' A s the ^lory of this place is transcend-
ent beyond i m ^ n a t i o n , so probably is the 
extent of it. T h e r e is light behind light, 
and glory within glory. How far that space 
may reach, in which God appears in per-
fect majesty, we cannot possibly conceive. 
Though it is not infinite, it may be indefi-
nite; and, though not immeasurable in it-
self, it may be so with regard to any created 
eye or imagination. If he has made these 
lower regions of matter so inconceivably 
wide and magnificent for the habitation o? 
mortal and perishable b e i n ^ , how great may 

>T)ose the courts ot his house to be we suppose 
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where ho makes his residcncc in a mfire 
especial manner, and displays himself in 
the fulness of his glory, among an innume-
rable company of angels and spirits of just 
men made perfect? 

' T h i s is certain, that our imaginations 
cannot be nuscd too high, when we think 
on a place where omnipotence and omni-
science have so signally exerted them-
selves, because that they are able to pro-
duce a scene infinitely more great and 
glorious than what we are able to imagine. 
It is nnt impossible but at the consummation 
of d i things, these outward apartments of 
nature, which are now suited to those 
beings who inhabit them, may be taken in 
and added to that glorious place of which 
I am here speaking, and oy tha t means 
made a proper habitation for beings who 
are exempt from mortality, and cleared of 
their imperfections: for so the scripture 
seems to intimate when it speaks of " new 
heavens and of a new earth, wherein dwell-
eth righteousness." 

' I have only considered this glorious 
place with regard to the sight and imagina-
tion, though it is highly probable that our 
other senses may here l i tewise enjoy their 
highest gratifications. T h e r e is nothing 
which more ravishes and transports the 
soul than harmony; and we have great rea-
son to believe, from the descriptions of this 
place in holy scripture, that this is one of 
the entertainments of it. And if the soul 
of roan can be so wonderfiilly affected with 
those strains of music which human art is 
c a p ^ l e of producing, how much more will 
it be raised ancl elevated by those in which 
is exerted the whole power of harmony! 
T h e senses are faculties of the human s«ul, 
though they cannot be employed, during 
this our v i t ^ union, without proper instru-
ments in the b"dy. W h y therefore should 
we exclude the satisfaction of these facul-
ties, which we find by experience are in-
lets of great pleasure to the siul, from among 
those entertainments which are to make 
up our happiness hereafter! W h y should 
we suppose that our hearing and seeing 
will not be gratified with those objects 
which are most agreeable to them, and 
which tliey cannot meet with in these lower 
regions rfnature; objects, " w h i c h neither 
eye hath seen, nor ear heard, nor can it 
enter into the heart nf man to conceivc? I 
knew a man in Christ (says Saint Paul, 
speaking of himself) above fourteen years 
ago, (whether in the body I cannot tell, or 
whether out of the body 1 cannot tell: God 
knoweth) such a one caught up to the third 
heaven. And 1 knew such a man (whether 
in the body or out of the body, I cannot tell: 
God tnoweth) how tha t tie was caught 
up into Paradise, and heard unspeakable 
words, which it is not possible for a man to 
ut ter ." By this is meant that what he 
heard was so infinitely different from any 
thin^ which he had heard in this worltf, 
that it was impossible to express it in such 

words, as might convey a notion of it to his 
hearers. 

' It is very natural for us to take delight 
in inquiries conceniing any foreign country, 
where we are some time or other to m a t e 
our abode; and as we all hope to be admitted 
into this glorious place, it is both a laudable 
and useful curiosity to get what informa-
tions we can of it, whilst wc make use of 
revelatif-n for our guide. When these 
everlasting doors shall be open to us, we 
may be sure that the pleasures and beau-
ties of this place will infinitely transcend 
our present hopes and expectations, and 
that the glorious appearance of the throne 
of God will rise infinitely bevond whatever 
we are able to conceive of it. W e might 
here entertain ourselves with many other 
speculations on this subject, from those se-
veral hints which we find of i t in the holy 
scriptures; as, whether there may not be 
different mansions and apartments of glory 
to beings of different natures; whether, as 
they excel one another in perfection, they 
are not admitted nearer to the thmne of the 
Almighty, and enjoy greater manifestations 
of his presence; whether there are not 
solemn times and occasions, when all the 
multitude of heaven celebrate the presence 
of their Maker in more extraordinary 
forms of praise and adoration; as Adam, 
though he had continued in a state of inno-
cence, would, in the opinion of our divines, 
have kept holy the Saobath-day in a more 
particular manner than any other of the 
seven. These, and the like speculations we 
m a r very innocently indulge, so long as we 
make use of them to inspire us w i t t a de-
sire of becoming inhabitants of this delight-
ful place. 

' I have in this, and in two foregoing let-
ters, treated on the most serious subject 
that can employ the mind of man—theom-
nipreseuce of ttie Deity; a subject which, 
if possible, should never depart from our 
meditations. W e have considered the Di-
vine Being as he hihabits infinitude, as he 
dwells among his works, as he is present to 
the mind of man, and as he discovers him-
self in a more glorious manner among the 
regions of the tlcst . Such a consideration 
should be kep t awake in us at all times, 
and in all places, and possess our minds 
with a perpetual awe and reverence. I t 
should be interwoven with all our thoughts 
and perceptions, and become one with the 
consciousness of our own being. I t is not to 
be reflected on in the coldness of philoso-
phy, but ought to sink us into the lowest 
prostration before him, who is so astonish-
ingly great, wonderful, and holy.' 

No. 581.] Monday, AuguH IS, i r i 4 . 
S u n t bona, s a n i q u c d i m me^iocr ia . sinit m a l a p lura 
Q u B l<gi) M a t . Epig. i » i l L ib . 1. 
Soros f o o i , more bad, t o n e Deilber DDS DOI t 'o lher . 

' I AM at present sitting with a heap of 
letters before roe, which I have received 
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under the cha rac te r of Spectator , I have 
c Z p l a i n t s f rom lovers, schemes f rom pro-
t r t o r r s c a n d a l f rom ladies, c w g r a t u l a -
t ^ t o . compliments, and advice m abund-

^ T h a v e not been thus long an author , to 
b e insensible of the na tura l fondness every 
^ r C Z s t h a v e for the i r own produc-
S o n r and I bct;in to t h ink I have t rea ted 

SAn? ing then , a l together on a file, a n d ^ r t -
tine t h e m lie so long u n r e g a r f e d . I shall 
t h e r e f ^ e , for the fu ture , th ink m y ^ l f a t 
l e a " ^ e d to take some notice of such 
I r t t e r . a l l receive, and may poss.bly do ,t 
at the end "f e v e n ' ramtii. 

In t h r m e a n t ime I intend my ^ ^ n t 
p a p e r as a short answer to most of those 
which h a v e been a l ready sent me. 

T h e public, however , is not to e x p e c t I 
s h i u d le t t hem into all m y secrets ; and, 

! a p p e a r abst ruse to most people, 
[ t ^ ^ u f f i c i e n t if I a m unders tood by m y 

is ve ry a rch , 
but riot qui te enough so to a p p e a r in p n n l . 

Ph i l ade lphus will, in frlittle t ime, see his 
que ry ful ly answered by a t reat ise which 
is now in t h e press. 

I t was ve ry improper a t t ha t t ime to 
comply wi th M r . G . 

Miss Ki t tv mus t excuse roe. 
i - h e gent leman who sent m e a copy of 

vpr^M m his mistress 's dancing is, I bc-
J i e " , t S i h ^ ' g W y in love to compose 

" r h " v e t o o great a respcc t for bo th t h e 
universities to p«>ise one a t t h e expense of 

N i m b l e is a very honest fel low, and 
I desire h i m to presen t my h u m b l e service 
to l\is cousin Fi l l Bumper . . 

I a m obliged for t h e le t t e r up'^n prejudice. 
1 ^ y in f lue t ime an imadver t on t h e case 

of G r a c e G r u m b l e . 
T h e petition of P . S. grantea . 
T h a t of Sa rah Lovei t refused. 
T h e p a p e r s nf A . S. a re r e t u w e d . 
I t h a n k Aris t ippus fo r his k ind invitation. 
M y W e n d at <Voodstock is a bold man to 

unde r t ake for all within ten of him. 
I a m afra id t h e T e 

T u r n o v e r will ha rd ly be re l ished by t h e 
e ^ c i t i e s of London and W e s t m i n s t e r 
^ I m u « consider f a r t h e r of it be fore 1 in-
dulge W . F . in those f r eedoms lie t akes 
wi th t h e ladies ' stockings. , 

I a m obliged to t h e ingenious gentleman 
who sent m e an ode on the subject of t h e 
l i t e Specta tor , and shall t ake p i m c u l a r 
notice of his last l e t te r . 

W h e n t h e lady w h o wrote m e a let ter , 
dated July the 20 th, in relation t o somepas -

in a lover, will be more par t icu lar in 
sages m a ioM:., answer. 
" ^ T h f ^ o o " % n t m a n w h o f / nc i e s my 
wrTt ngs'^^ould'reclalm a ^ - ^ a n d who can 
abuse snch a wife as he describes, h ^ 1 
a m afrsud, loo great an opinion of m y skill. I 

Ph i lan thropes is. I da^re say, a v^ery,well-
meaning man, but a little too prol ix in h i s 

T O T S S himself m u s t be the best 
judge in the affair he mentions. 

T h e le t ter da ted f rom Lincoln is re -

"^^Arethusa and h e r f r iend may hea r f a r -
t h e r f rom me. 

Cel ia is a l i t t le too hasty. 
Har r io t is a good girl, but mus t not 

courtesy to folks she does not know, 
1 mus t ingenuously confess rny f n e n d 

S imson BenstaiT has quite puzzled m e , ana 
wri t me a long le t ter which I cannot com 
n r e h e n d one word of. 
^ Collidan mus t also expla in w h a t h e means 
bv his ' d r ige l l ing . ' . 

I th ink it benea th mv s p e c t ^ o n a l dig-
ni ty t o concern mvself in t h e affair ot t h e 
' S l T o S s o m e l i terat i .m t h e project 
sent roe for the discovery of t h e ™igitude. 
" ^ V ^ o w not how to conclude th i s P ^ 
be t t e r than by inserting a . f . ' f y ^ * ^ 
w h i c h a re really geiiuine. and which 
uoon to be two of the smar tes t P jec fs i 
llTe ^ i v e d f w m my c o i T c s p o n d e n t s of 
e i ther sex : 

' B R O T H E R S P E C , - W h i l e you a re sur-
veying every object t h « falls in way 
I a m wholly t aken u p ^^^th onu. H a d ths^ 
sage w h o demanded w h a t beau ty was, lived 
to see the d e a r angel I love, h e would not 
have asked such a question. H a d ano ther 
seen her , h e would himself h a v e loved t h e 
person in w h o m heaven has rnade « r t u e 
Visible; and, were you y u r s c l f W be m h e r 
company, vnu could never , wi th all 5 wir 
loqukcitv, say enough "f h e r Kood-hurnour 
a ^ sense. I send you t h e 
tu re , which I can no more fro'sb, than I Mn 
sufficiently admire the d e a r ongmal, 1 a m 

your most S P E C . ' 

M R PERT,—1 will allow you 
you reso ve m e the following 

no th ingun t . l you r e reason, tha t , 
S T o u ^ " ' ' t a r k now upon W e d n e s d a y . 
Fric a / s and Mondays, you pre tend t o l j e 
a l ^ S t e r t a t t l e r than when you spoke eye iy 
L ^ a s you former ly used to do? If this be 
VOM nltinging ont of your taci turni ty, p r ay 
e W l e n l t l f o f y o u r s p e e c h ^ c o m ^ n ^ t e 

f o r t h e s c a r c e n e s s o f t hem. I am. S ^ - " ' ; 
PertV your admirer , if you wdl b e long 

No, 582. ] IVednftday, 1714. 

Scribendi c a w w « — 
T h e of w r i t i n g i . a " ' " d l . M ^ ^ ^ 

T H ? B 7 is a cer tain d is temper , which is 
m e n S nei ther by Ga len nor Hippo-
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^ t e ? , nor to be met with In the London 
Dispensary. Juvenal in the motto of my 
>ap(-r, terms it a cacoethes; which is a 
lard word for a disease called in plain Eng-

lish, ' T h e itch of writing.' T h i s cacoe-
thes is as epidemical as the smallpox, there 
being very few who are not seized with it 
some time or other in their lives. T h e r e 
is, however, this dilferencfe in these two 
distempers, that the first, after having in-
disposed you for a time, never returns again; 
whereas, this I am speaking of, when it 
IS once got into the blood, seldom comes out 
of it. T h e British nation is very much af-
flicted with this maladv, and though very 
many remedies have been applied to per-
sons infected with it, few of them have ever 
pro\'ed successful. Some have been cau-
terized with satires and lampoons, but have 
received little or no benefit from them; 
others have had their heads fastened for an 
hour tngether between a cleft board, which 
IS made use of as a cure for the disease 
when it appears in its greatest malignitv.* 
There is indeed, one kind of this malady 

which has been sometimes removed, like 
the biting of a tarantula, with the sound of 
a musical instrument, which is commonlv 
known by the name of a cat-call, f But if yoii 
have a patient of this kind under your care, 
you may assure yourself there is no other 
way of recovering him effectually, but bv 
forbidding him the use of pen, ink, anS 
paper. 

But, to drop the allegory before I have 
tired it out, there is DO species of scribblers 
more offensive, and more incurable, than 
your periodical writers, whose works re-
turn upon the public on certain days, and 
a t s t^ed times. W e have not the consola-
tion m the perusal of these authors which 
we find at the reading of all others, namely, 
that we are sure if we have but patience 
we may come to the end of their labours. 
I have often admired a humorous saying 
of Dingenes, who, reading a dull author to 
several of his frieiwls, when eveiy « i e be-
gan to be tired, finding he was almost come 
to a blank leaf at the end of it, cried, 'Cou-
rage, lads, I see l a n d ' On the contrary 
our progress through that kind of writers I 
am now speaking of is never at an end 
One day makes work for another—we do 
not know when to promise ourselves rest. 

It IS a mclancholy thing to consider that 
the a n of printing, whicli might be the 
greatest blessing to mankind, should prove 
detrimental to us, and that it should l>e 
made u ^ of to scatter prejudice and igno-
rance through a people, instead of convey-
ing to them truth and knowledge. 

1 was lately reading a very whimsical 
treatise, entitled William Ramsav'sf Vin-

• Pu t in the pillory. 
t Alludine to the soiae made in tlK Thea t res a t the 

c&ndemnatioa of a play. 
t Rarruay (or more properly RanwKy.) ffr.nieoded 

I h s t thiB absurdity o f h n was eri-n suppr i rM by Scrip. 
I i i r f .wherf he Tfad o f - i l a r k n e a s e v o r the land of Esvii i 
l l i s i may be frit.-* 

dicatinn of Astrology. This profound au-
thor, among many mystical passages, has 
the following one: ' T h e absence of the suti 
is not the cause of night, forasmuch as his 
li.ght is so great that it may illuminate the 
earth all over at once as clear as bi-oad 
day; but there are tenebrificous and dark 
stars, by whose influence night is brought 
on, and which do ray out darkness and 
obscurity upon the earth as the sun does 
hght , ' 

i consider writers in the same view this 
rage astrologer does the heavenly bodies. 
Some of them are stars tha t scattcr light 
as others do darkness. I could mention se-
veral authors who are tenebrificous stars of 
the first magnitude, and point out a knot of 
gentlemen, who have been dull in concert, 
and may be looked upon as a dark constel-
lation. T h e nation has been a great while 
benighted with several of these antilumina-
ries. I suffered them to 1-ay out their dark-
ness as long as I was able to endure it, till 
at length I came to a resolution of rising 
upon them, and hope in a little time to 
dnve them quite out of the British hemi-
sphere. 

No. 583.] Friday, August 20, 1714. 
Ipse thymam piiKkst^ue ferens de mont ibus al t is 
Tec ia w r a t laie c i r cum.cu i ta i ia c u r x : 
I l M labore maniim dojn tetai^ ipnc feraces 
F i g a t humo pi en las «t amicos i r r iset imbres. 

rirg. Geo i f . IT. 112. 
W i t h his own h a n J , Ihp j fuard ian of the hi>es 
rvjr s!i[B of p in t s may neircii the moun la in i r ^ s 
And w i t h wild tbyme and s a v r y plant the plain 
Till his bard horny linf^rR ache w i t h [ein* 
And deck wjin f ru i t fu l trees the flelds around. 
And wi th re&eshinf wa te r s drench the yioiind-

nrfdn. 
EVERY station of life has duties which are 

p r o p e r t o i t Those who are determined bv 
cho CG to 3ny pzifticulsr bind cf business 
are indeed more happy than those who are 
tletermined by necessity; but both are un-
der an eq^ual obligation of fixing on emplov-
ments, which may be either useful to them-
selves or beneficial toothers : no one of the 
sons of Adam ought to think himself exempt 
from that labour and industry which were 
denounced to our first parent, and in him 
to all his posterity. Those to whom birth or 
fortune may seem to make such an appli-
cation unnecessary, ought to find out some 
calling or profession for themselves, that 
they may not lie as a buMen on the spe-
cies, and be the only useless part.s of the 
crcation. 

Many of our country gentlemen in their 
busy hours apply themselves wholly to the 
chase, or to some other diversion which 
they find in the fields and woods. This 
gave occasion to one of our most eminent 
English writers to represent every one of 
them as lying under a kind of cui-se, pro-
nounced to them in the wordsof Goliah, ' I 
will give thee to the fowls of the ^ r and to 
the beasts of the field.' 
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Though exercises of this kind, when in-
dulged with moderation, may have a good 
influence both on the mind and body, the 
country affords many other amusements of a 
more noble kind. 

Among these, I know none more delight-
ful in itself, and beneficial to the public, 
than that of planting. I could mention a 
nobleman whose fortune has placed him in 
several par ts of England, and who has al-
ways left these visible marks behind him, 
which show he has been there : he never 
hired a house in his life, without leaving all 
about it the seeds of wealth, and bestowing 
legacies on the posterity of the owner. Had 
all the gentlemen of England made the 
same improvements upon their estates, our 
•whole country would have been at this 
t ime as one great garden. Hor ought such 
an employment to be looted upon as t w 
inglorious for men of the highest rank. 
T h e r e have been heroes in this a i t , as well 
as in others. W e arc told in particular of 
Cvnis the Great , t ha t he planted all the 
Lesser Asia. T h e r e is indeed something 
ti-uly magnificent in this kind of amuse-
ment: it p v e s a nobler air to several par ts 
of nature; it fills the ea r th with a variety of 
beautiful scenes, and has something in it 
like creation. For this reason the pleasure 
of one who plants is something like that of a 
poet, who, as Aristotle obseWes, is more 
delighted with his productions than any 
other writer or artist whatsoever. 

Plantations have one advantage in them 
which is not to be found in most other 
works, as they give a pleasure of a more 
lasting date, and continually improve in the 
eve of the planter. W h e n you have finished 
a'building, or anv other undertaking of the 
like nature, it immediately decays upon 
your hands: vou see it brought to the ut-
most point of perfection, and from that 
time hastening to its ruin. On the contrary, 
when you have finished your plantations, 
they are still arriving a t greater degrees of 
perfection as long as you live, and appear 
more de l i r t t fu l in every succeeding year 
than they did in the foregoing. 

But I do not only recommend this ar t to 
m « i of estates as a pleasing amusement, 
but as it is a kind of virtuous employment, 
and may therefore be inculcated by moral 
motives; particularly from the love which 
we ought to have for oiar country, and the 
regaixl which we ought to bear to our pos-
terity. As fo» the first I need only mention 
what is frequently observed by others, tha t 
the increase of forest trees does by no means 
bear a proportion to the destruction of 
them, insomuch, that in a few ages the 
nation may be at a loss to supply itself with 
t imber sufficient for the fleets of England. 
I know when a man talks of posterity m 
matters of tliis nature, he is looked upon 
with an eye of ridicule hy the cunning anil 
selfish par t of mankind. Most people are 
of the humnur of an old fellow of a college, 
who, when he was pressed by the socicty 

to come into something that might redound 
to the good of their successors, grew very 
peevish: ' W e are always doing, ' says he, 
' something for posterity, but Vwould fain 
see posteritv do something for us. ' 

But I thmk men are inexcusable, who 
fail in a duty of this nature, since it is so 
easily discharged. W h e n a man considers 
that the putting a few twigs into the ground 
is doing good to one who will make his ap-
learance in the world about fifty years 
lence.or that he is perhaps making one of 

his own descendants easy or rich, by so in-
considerable an expense, if he finds himself 
averse to it, he must conclude tha t he has 
a poor and base heart , void of all generous 
principles and love to mankind. 

T h e r e is one consideration which may 
very much enforce what I have he re said. 
Many honest minds, tha t are naturally dis-
posed to do good in the world, and become 
beneficial to mankind, complain within 
themselves t h a t t h e y h a v e not talents for it. 
Th i s therefore is a good office, whi<A is 
suited to the meanest capacities, and which 
may be performed by multitudes who have 
not abilities sufficient to d e s e n e well of 
the i r country, and to recommend them-
selves to their posterit)-, by any other me-
thod. I t is the phrase of a friend of mine, 
when any useful country neighbour dies, 
tha t 'you may trace h im; ' which 1 look 
upon as a g ^ funeral oration, at the death 
of an honest husbandman who had left the 
impressions of his industry behind him in 
the place where he has lived. 

Upon the foregoing considerations, I can 
scarcely forbear representing the subject of 
this paper as a kind of moral virtue; which, 
as I have already shown, recommends it-
self likewise by the pleasure that attends it. 
I t must be confessed that this is none of 
those turbulent pleasures which are apt to 
g r a t i f y a m a n i n the heats of youth; but, if 
It be not so tumultuous, it is more la.sting. 
Nothing can be more delightful than to en-
tertain ourselves with prospects of our own 
making, and to walk iinder those shades 
which o'ur own industry has raised. Amuse-
ments of this nature compose the mine!, 
and lay at rest all those passions which are 
uneasy to the soul of man, besides that they 
naturallv engender good thoughts, and dis-
pose us to laudable contemplations. Many 
of the old philosophers passed away the 
greatest par ts of their lives among their 
gardens. Epicurus himself could not think 
sensual pleasure attainable in any other 
scene. Every reader, who is acquainted 
with Homer, Virgil, and Horace, the 
greatest geniuses of all antiquity, knows 
very well with how much rap ture they 
have spoken on this snbiect; and that Vir -
gil in particular has writ ten a whole hook 
on the art of planting. 

Th i s art seems to have been more e s ^ -
cially adapted to the nature of nian in his 
pr imeval state, when lie had life enough to 
see his pi-oductions flourish in theii' utmost 
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beauty, and gradually dccav with him. 
One wlio lived before the floo^ miglit have 
seen a wood of the tallest oaksin the acorn. 
But I only mention this particular, in order 
to introduce, in my next paper, a history' 
•which I ha re found among the accounts of 
China, and which may be looked upon as 
an antediluvian novel. 

NA 584,] Monday, Augu»l 23, I N 4 
Ilio eellili fnnrp* hiî  irolTin p ra fa . I.Tcnri. 
i l i c nemua, hie tolo lecum consumfr r r 

f t r y . Eel. 
Com«. B*!* wbnt p U i f i i n ^ in our plains abound : 
T h e thft fountain!*, and the flow Vycrouni l ; 
l l e r e l c o Q l d live, and IOTS, a n d i i e n i i h only you. 

HILPA was one of the hundred and fifty 
daughters of Zilpa, of the race of Cohu, 
by whom some of the learned think is meant 
Cain, She was exceedingly beautiful; and, 
when she was but a girl of threescore and 
ten years of age, received the addresses of 
several who made love to her. Among 
these were two brothers, Harpa th andSha-
lum. Harpa th being the first-born, was 
master of that fruitful region which lies at 
the foot of mount Ti rzah, in the southern 
parts of China. Shalum (which is to say 
the planter in the Chinese language) pos-
sessed all the neighbouring hills, and that 
great range of mountains which goes under 
the name of Tirzah. Harpa th was of a 
haughty contemptuous spirit; Shalum was 
of a gentle disposition, beloved both by 
God and man. 

I t is said that among the antediluvian 
women, the daughters of Cohu had their 
minds wholly set upon riches: for which 
reason the beautiful Hilpa preferred Har-
p:ith to Shalum, because of his numerous 
flocks and herds, that covered all the low 
countr)' which runs along the foot of mount 
Tirzah, and is watered biv several fountains 
and streams breaking out of the sides of 
that mountain. 

Haipa th made so quick a despatch of 
his couitship, that he married Hilpa in 
the hundredth year of her age; and, oeing 
of an insolent temper, laughed to scorn his 
brother Shalum for havmg pretended to 
the beautiful Hilpa, when he was master 
of nothing but a long chain of rocks and 
mountains. This so much provoked Sha-
lum, that he is said to have cursed his bro-
ther ill the bitterness of his heart, and to 
have prayed that one nf his mountains 
might fall upon his head if ever he camc 
within the shadow of it. 

From this time forward Haipa th would 
never venture out nf the valleys, but came 
to an untimely end in the two hundred and 
fiftieth year of his age, being drowned in a 
river as he attempted to cross it. This 
river is called to thi!« day, from his name 
who fwrishcd in it, the river Harpa th ; and, 
what is very remarkable, issues 'Uit of one 
of those mountains which Shalum wished 

might fall upon hisbrother, when he cursed 
him in the bitterness of his heart. 

Hilpa was in the hundredth and sixtieth 
year of her age at the death of her hus-
band, having brought him but fifty chil-
dren before he was snatched awav, a.s has 
Ijcen already related. Manyof the antedi-
luvians made love to the young widow; 
though no one was thought so likely to suc-
ceed in her affections as her first lover 
Shalum, who renewed his court to her 
about ten years after the death of Harpa th ; 
for it was not thought decent in these days 
that a widow should be seen by a man 
within ten years after the decease of her 
husband. 

Shalum, falling into a deep melancholy, 
and i-esolving to take awav that objection 
which had been raised against him when 
he made his first addresses to Hilpa, began 
immediately af ter her marriage with H a r -
path, to plant all that mountainous region 
which fell to his lot in the di\-ision of 'this 
country. He knew how to acfapt ever)' 
plant to its proper soil, and is thought to 
have i nhe r i t ^ many traditional secrets of 
that art from the first man. This e m p l w -
ment turned at length to his profit as well 
as to his amusement; his mountains were in 
a few years shaded witli young trees, tha t 
gradually shot u p into groves, woods, and 
forests, intermixed with walks, and lawns, 
and gardens; insomuch that the whole re-
gion, from a naked and desolate prospect, 
began now to look like a second Paradise. 
T h e pleasantness of the place, and the 
agreeable disposition of Shalum, who was 
reckoned one of the mildest and wisest of 
all who lived before the flood, drew into it 
multitudes of people, who were perpetually 
employed in the sinking of wells, the dig-
ging of trenches, and the hoi lowing of tree.s, 
for the better distribution of water through 
every part of this spacious plantation. 

Tl ie habitations of Shalum looked every 
year more beautiful in the eves of Hilpa", 
who, after the spacc of seventv autumns, 
was wondei-fully pleased with the distant 
prospect of Shalum's hills, which were 
then covered with innumerable tufts nf 
trees and gloomy scencs that gave a mag-
nificence to the place, and converted it into 
one of the finest landscapes the eve of man 
could behold. 

T h e Chinese record a letter which Sha-
lum is said to have written to Hilpa in the 
eleventh year of her widowhood. I .shall 
here translate it, without departing from 
that noble simplicity of sentiments anel 
plainness of manners which appi-ar in the 
original, 

Siialum was at this time one hundred and 
eighty years old, and Hilpa one hundred 
and seventy. 
' I Shalum, Master of Mount Tirzah, to 

Hilpa, Mtatrete of the Valleyt. 
' In the 788th year of the creation. 

' W h a t have I not suffered, O thou 
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daughter of Zilpa, since thou gavest thy-
self awav in marriage to my rival? 1 f rew 
weary of the light of the sun, and have been 
ever since covering myself -with woods and 
forests. These threescore and ten years 
have I bewailed the loss of thee on the top 
of mount Tirzah, and soothed my rnelan-
choly amons a thousand gloomy shades ot 
my own raising. My dwellings are at pre-
sent as the garden of God; every par t ot 
them is filled with fruits, and flowers, and 
fountjuns. T h e whole mountain lis per-
fumed for thy reception. Come up mto it, 
O my beloved, and let us people this spM 
of the new world with a beautiful race of 
mortals: let us multiply exceedingly among 
these delightful shades, and fill every qiwr-
ter of them with sons and daughters. Ke-
meniber. Oh thou daughter of Zilpa, that 
the age of roan is but a thousand yearsj that 
beauty is the admiration but of a few centu-
ries It flourishes as a mountain oak, or as 
a cedar on the top of Ti rzah, which in 
three or four hundred years will tade away, 
and never be thought of by posterity, nnless 
a y o u n g w o o d s p r i n g s f r o m i t s r o o t s . T h i n k 

well oii this, and remember thy neighbour 
in the mountans. ' 

Having here inserted this letter, which 1 
look upon as the only antediluvian billet-
doux now extant, 1 shall in my next rawr 
give the answer to it, and the sequel of this 
story. 

N a 585,] Ifednaday, AuguU 25, 1714. 
iMi l e l i l i s V0CC5 ad sid»ra j a c l s n t 
u i n n s i mnoles : i i « r j a m C J r m i n a ^ p ' s 
Ipsa s o n a n t arbus la y i ' i -

The raoun la in -wpa un ' ho rn , IIK rocKs 
The lowly shrubs par iake of l iunuB l U t M . — D r i d n . 

T H E S E Q U E L O F T H E S T O R Y O F S H A L U M 
AND H I L P A . 

THE letter inserted in tny last had so 
good an effect upon Hilpa, that she answer-
ed it in less than twelve months, after the 
following manner: 
' Uilfia, Mistreas of the VaVrye, to Shalum, 

Master of Mount Tirzah. 
' In the r89th year of the cre^iOT. 

• W h a t have I to do with thee, O bha-
lum? Thoupr^se thHi lpa ' sbeau ty , but art 
t h o u n o t s e c r e t l y e n a m o u r e d w i t h t h e v e i ^ u r c 

of her meadows? Art thou not more affect-
ed with the prospect of her green valleys 
than thou wouldesl be with the sight ot her 
nerson? T h e lowings of my herds, and the 
Weatings of my flocks, make a pleasant 
echo in thy mountains, and sound sweetlr 
in thy ears ' W h a t though I am delighted 
with the w a v i n p of thv/orests , and those 
breezes of perfumes which flow f ^ m the 
top ot Ti rzah, are these like the riches of 

^ '• ' I 'know thee, O Shalum; th<m art more 
wise and happy than any of the sons ot 

men. T h y dwellingsare among the cedars, 
thou searchest out the diveridty of soils, 
thou understandest the influences of the 
stars, and markest the change of seasons. 
Can a woman appear lovely in the eyes of 
such a one? Disquiet me not, O Shalum; 
let roe alone, that I may enjoy those goodly 
possessions wliich are fallen to my lot. 
W i n me not by thy enticing words. May 
thy trees increase and multiply; mayest 
thou add wood to wood, and shade to shade: 
but tempt not Hilpa to destroy tliy wlitude, 
and make thy retirement populous.' 

T h e Chinese say, that a little time after-
wards she accepted of a treat in one of the 
neighbouring hills to whicli Shalum had m-
vited her. T h i s treat lasted for two years, 
and is said to have cost Shalum five hun-
dred antelopes, two thousand ostriches, and 
a thousand trans of milk; but what most of 
all recommended it, was that variety of de-
licious fruits and potherbs, in which no 
person then living could any way equal 
Shalum. , . u 

H e treated her in the bower which he 
had planted amidst the wood of nightin-
gales —This wood was made up ot such 
fruit-trees and plants as are most agreeable 
t o t h e s e v e r a l k i n d s o f s i n g i n g h i r d s ; s o t h a t 
it had drawn into it all the music of t he 
country, and was filled from one end ot the 
year to the other with the most agreeable 
i;oncert in season. 

He showed her every day some beauti-
ful and surprising scene in this new region 
of woodlands; and, ashy thi* means h e had 
all the opportunities he could wish for of 
opening his mind to her, he succeeded M 
well, that upon her departure she m£^e 
him a kind of promise, and gave him her 
word to return him a positive answer m 
less than fifty years. . 

She had not been long among her own 
people in the valleys, when she received 
new overtures, and at the same time a most 
splendid v ia t from Mishpach, who was a 
miKhtv man of old, and had built a great 
city which he called af ter his own name. 
Every house was made for at least a thou-
sand years; nav, there were some that were 
leased out for three lives; so that the quan-
tity of stone and timber consumed m this 
bnildins: is scarce to be imagined by those 
who live in the present age of the world. 
T h i s great man entertained her witn tne 
voice of musical instruments which had 
been lately invented, and danced before her 
to the sound of the timbrel. H e also pre-
sented her with several domestic utensils 
wrought in brass and iron, which had been 
newly found out for the convenience of lite. 
In the mean time Shalum grew veiri ineasy 
with hiroself, and was sorely displeased at 
Hilpa for the reception which she had 
given to Mishpach, insomuch that he never 
wrote to her or spoke of her during a whole 
revolution of Saturn; but, finding that tliis 
intercourse went no farther than a visit, he 
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again renewed his addresses to her; who, 
during his long silence, is said very often 
to have cast a wishing eye upon mount 
1 irzah. 

Her mind continued waverins about 
twenty years longer between Sha'lum and 
Mishpach: forthough her inclinations fa-
voured the former, her interest pleaded 
very powerfully for the other. While her 
heart was in this unsettled condition, the 
following accident happened, which deter-
mined her choice. A high tower of wood 
that stood in the city of Mishpach having 
ravight fire by a flash of lightning, in a few 
navs reduced the whole town to ashes 
Mishpach resolved to rebuild the place 
whatever it should cost him; and havine 
already destroyed all the timber of the 
cwntry , he was forced to have recourse to 
ishalum, whose forests were now two hun-
dred years old. He purchased these woods 
with so many herds of cattle and flocks of 
sheep, and with such a vast extent of fields 
and pastures, that Shalum was now grown 
more weahhy than Mishpach: and there-
fore appeared so charming in the eyes of 
Zilpah's daughter, tha t she no longer re-
fused him in marriage. On the day in 
which he brought her up into the moun-
tains, he raised a most prodigious pile of 
cedar, and of every sweet-smdling wood, 
which reached above three hundred cubits 
in height: he also cast into the pile bundles 
of myrrh, and sheaves of spikenard, en-
riching it with every spicy shrub, and 
raakuig It fat with the gums of his planta-
tions This was the burnt offering which 
hhalum offered in the day of his espousals' 
cn J™?^® it ascended up to heaven, and 
hlled the whole country with incense and 
perfume. 

No. 586.] Friday, August 27, 1714. 
in v i t a a s u r p a n t bomines , c o g i t a m , cu ran t 

Tidem q u r q i j e a e i m t vigi lanses , a e i i a n i q i u r , » e a i i a u « 
m tnmi io acc iduni . Oi f .de I)iv. 

•nie t t i i n j s wh ich employ m e n s w a k i n s Ihouelils 
a n d ac t ions recur to thei r i m a g i o a i i o m in sleep. 

BY the last post, I received the followine 
letter which is built upon a thought that i's 
new, and very well carried on; for which 
reason I shall give it to the public without 
alteration, addition, or amendment. 

' S i R j — I t was a good piece of advicc 
which Pythagoras gave to his scholars— 
that every night before they slept they 
should examine what they had been doing 
that day, and so discover what actions were 
worthy of pursuit to-morrow, and what 
little vices were to be prevented from slip-
ping unawares into a habit, If I might 
second the philosopher's advice, it should 
be mine, that, in a morning, before my 
scholar rose, he should conider what he 
had been about that night, and with the 
same strictness, as if the condition he has 
beLeved himself to be in was real. Such a 

scrutiny into the actions of his fancy, roust be 
of considerable advantage: for this reason, 
because the circumstances which a man 
imagines himself in during sleep are gene-
rally such as entirely favour his inclina^ons, 
good or bad, and give him imaginary op-
portunities of pursuing them to the utmost; 
so that his temper will lie fairly open to his 
view, while he considers how it is moved 
when free from those constraints which the 
accidents of real life put it under. Dreams 
are certainly the result of our waking 
tlioughts, and our clailv hopes and fears, 
are what give the mind such nimble relishes 
of p l ^ u r e , and sucli severe touches of 
p ^ n in its midnight rambles. A man that 
murders his enemy, or deserts his Wend, 
in a dream, had need to guard his temper 
against revenge and ingratitude, and take 
heed that he be not tempted to do a vile 
thing in the pursuit of false, or the neglect 
of true honour. For my part, I seldom 
receive a benefit, but in a night or two's 
time I make most noble returns for i f 
which, though mv benefactor is not a whit 
the ^ t t e r for, yet it pleases me to think 
that It was from a principle of gratitude in 
me that my mind was susceptible of such 
generous transport, while 1 thought myself 
repaying the kindness of my friend: and I 
have often been ready to beg paidon, in-
s t e p of returning an injurv, after cmsi-
dering that, when the offender was in mv 
power, I had canied my resentments mucfe 
too far. 

' I think it has been observed in the course 
ol your papers, how much one's happiness 
or misery may depend upon the imagina-
tion: of which truth those strange workings 
of fancy in sleep arc no inconsiderable in-
stances; so that not only the advantage a 
man has of making discoveries of himself, 
but a regard to his own ease or disquiet! 
may induce him to accept of my advice. 
Such as are willing to comply with it, I 
shall put into a way of doing it with plea-
sure, by obser\ing onlv one maxim which 
I shall give them, viz. " T o go to bed with 
a mind entirely free from passion, and a 
bodv clear of the least intemperance." 

They , indeed, who can sink into sleep 
with their thoughts less calm or innocent 
than they should be, do but plunge them-
selves into scenes of guilt and misery; or 
tWy who are willing to purchase any mid-
night disquietudes for the satisfaction of a 
full meal, or a skin full of wine; these I have 
nothing to say to, as not knowing how to 
invite them to reflections full of shame and 
horror; but those thatwill observe this rule, 
I promise them they shall awake into 
health and cheerfulness, and be capable of 
recounting, with delight, those glorious 
moments, wherein the mind has been in-
dulging itself in such luxury of thought, 
such noble hurry of imagination. Suppose a 
man's going supperless to bed should intro-
duce him to the table of some great prince 
or other, where he shall be entertained 
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•with the noblest marks of honour and 
plenty, and do so much business after, that 
h e shall rise -with as good a stomach for 
his breakfast as if he had fasted all night 
long; or, suppose he should see his dearest 
friends remain all night in great distresses, 
which he could instantly have disenRaged 
them from, could he have been content tn 
have gone to bed without the other bottle; 
believe me these effects of fancy are no 
contemptible cotisequences of commanding 
or indulging one's appetite. 

' I forbear recommending my advice upon 
many other accounts, until I fiear how you 
and your readers relish what I have al-
ready said; among whom, if there be any 
that may pretend it is useless to them be-
cause they never dream at all, there may 
be others perhaps who do little else all day 
long. W e r e eveiy one as sensible as I am 
what happens to ftim in his sleep, it would 
be no dispute whether we pass so consider-
able a portion of our lime in the condition 
of stocks and stones, or whether the soul 
were not perpetually at work, upon the 
(rinciple of thought. However, it is an 
lonest endeavour of mine to persuade my 

countrymen to reap some advantage from 
so many unregarded hours, and as such 
you will encourage it. 

' 1 shall conclude with giving you a sketch, 
or two of my way of proceeding. 

• If I have any buaness of consequence 
to do to-morrow, I am scarce dropt asleep 
Co-night but I am in the midst of it; and 
when awake, I conader the whole proces-
sion of the affiur, and ^ t the advantage of 
the next day's experience before the sun 
has risen upon it. 

• T h e r e is scarcely a great post but what 
I have some time or other been in; but my 
behaviour while I was master of a college 
pleases me so well, that whenever there 
IS a province of that nature vacant, I intend 
to step in as soon as I can. 

' I have done many things that would not 
pass examination, when I nave had the art 
of flying or being invisible; for which reason 
I am glad 1 am not possessed of those ex-
t raor^nary qualities. 

' Lastly, Mr. Spectator, I have been a 
great correspondent of yours, and have read 
many of my letters in your paper which I 
never wrote vou. If you have a mind I 
should reallv'be so, I have got a parcel of 
visions and other miscellanies in my noctu-
ary, which I shall send you to ennch your 
naner on Droper occasions. I am. &c. paper on p ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ S H A D O W . 

'Oxford , Aug. 20.• 

it may be the work of that ingenious gentle-
man, who promised me, in the last paper, 
some extracts out of liis noctuary. 

No. 587.] Monday, August 30, 1714. 
In lu . , e t in cute n o r i . P>" S s t . iii. 30. 

! k n o w thee to thy bol tom •. I tom T h y •ha l low c tn i r e to the a lmos t t» ia .~X)r j («»i i . 

THOUGH the author of the following 
vision is unknown to me, 1 am apt to think 

VOL. II . 48 

« SIR, I was the other day reading the 
life of Mahomet. Among many other ex-
travagancies, I find it recnnlfd of tliat im-
postor, that, ill the fourtli year of his ago, 
niB angel Gabriel caught him up whilst he 
was amongst his play-fellows; and carrying 
him aside, cut open his breast, plucked out 
his heart, and wrung out of it that black drop 
of blood, in which, say the Turkish divines, 
is contained the Jomea fteccati, so that he 
was free from sin ever after. I immediately 
SMd to myself, Though this story be afiction, 
a very good moral may be drawn from it, 
would every man but apply it to himself, 

' and endeavour to squeeze out of his heart 
whatever sins or ill qualities he finds in it. 

' W h i l e my mind was wholly taken up 
with this contemplation, I in sensibly fell into 
a most pleasing slumber, when methought 
two porters entered my chamber carrying 
a large chest between them. After having 
set i t down in the middle of the room, they 
departed. I immediately endeavoured to 
open what was sent me, when a shape, like 
that in which we paint our angels, ap-
peared before me, and forbade me. " En-
closed," said he, " a r e the hearts of several 
of your friends and acquaintance; but, be-
fore you can be qualified to see and ani-
madvert on the f i l ings of others, you must 
be pure yourself;" whereupon he drew cut 
his incision knife, cut me open, took out 
my heart, and began to squeeze it. I was 
in a great confusion to see how many things, 
which I had always cherished as virtues, 
issued out of my heart on this occasion. In 
short, after it had been thoroughly squeez-
ed, it looked like an empty bladder; when 
the phantom breathing a fresh particle of 
divine air into it, restored it safe to its for-
mer repository; and having sewed me up, 
we began to examine the chest. 

' T h e hearts were all enclosed in trans-
parent phials, and preserved in l i ^ o r 
which looked like spirits of wine. T h e 
first which I cast my eye upon, I was afraid 
would have broke the glass which contain-
ed it. I t shot u p and down, with incredible 
swiftness, through the liquor in which it 
swam, and very frequently bounced against 
t h e s i d e o f t h e phial. T h e / o m f s , or spot 
in the middle of it, was not large, but of a 
red fiery colour, and seemed to be the 
cause of these violent agitations. " T h a t , " 
says my instructor, " is the heart of Tom 
Dreadnought, who behaved himself well 
in the late wars, but has for these ten years 
lai-t past been aiming at some post of ho-
nour to no purpose. He is lately retired 
into the countrv, where, quite choked up 
with spleen and choler, he rails at better 
men than himself, and will be for ever un-
easv, because it is imposable he should 
thilik his merits sufficiently rewarded." 
T h e next heart that I examined was re-
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markable for Its smallness; It lay still at 
the bottom of the phial, and I could hardly 
perceive that it beat at all. Thejbmes 
•was quite black, and had almost diffused 
itself over the whole heait . " T h i s , " says 
mv interpreter, " i s the heart of Dick 
Gloomy, who never thirsted after anv 
thing but money. Notwithstanding all his 
endeavours, h e is still poor. This has flimg 
him into a most deplorable state of melanr 
choly and despair. H e is a composition 
of envy and idleness; hates mankind, but 
gives them their revenge by being more 
uneasy to himself than to any one else." 

• T n e phial I looked upon next contained 
a la rgefa i r heart , which beat very stronglv, 
T h e fames or spot in it was exceedingly 
small; but I cou d not help observing that, 
which way soever I turned the phial, it 
always appeared uppermost, and in the 
strongest point of light. " T h e heart vou 
are examining," says my companion, '*\>e-
longs to Wil l Wor thy . H e has, indeed, a 
most noble soul, and is possessed of a thou-
sand good qualities. T h e speck which you 
discover is vanity." 

' "Here," says the angel, " i s tlie heart 
of Frcelove, your intimate friend." Free-
love and I , " said I, " a r e at present very 
cold to one another, and I do not care for 
looking on the heart of a rnan which I fear 
is overcast with rancour." My teacher 
commanded me to look upon it; I did so, 
and, to my unspeakable surprise, found 
tha t a small swelling spot, which I at first 
took to be ill-wiU towards me, -was only 
I^ssion; and that upon my nearer inspec-
tion it wholly disappeared; upon which 
the phantom told me Freelove was one of 
the best-natured men alive. 

' " T h i s , " says my teacher, " i s a female 
heart of your acquaintance." I found the 
fhmet in it of the largest size, and of a 
hundred different colours, which were still 
varying every moment. UpOT. my asking 
to whom it fjelonged, I was informed that 
it was the heart of Coquetilla. 

' 1 set it down, and drew out another, in 
which I took the fames a t first sight to be 
very small, but was amazed to find that , as 
I looked steadfastly upon it, it grew still 
lar j^r . I t was the heart of Melissa, a 
noted prude, who lives the nex tdoor tome. 

' " I show you this ," said the phantom, 
" because it is indeed a rarity, and you 
have the happiness to know the person to 
whom it belongs." He then put into my 
hand a large chrystal glass, that enclosed 
a heart, in whicli, though I examined it 
with the utmost nicety, I could not perceive 
any blemish. 1 made no scruple to affirm 
tha t it must be the heart of Seraphina; and 
was glad, but not surprised, to find that it 
was so. ' ' S h e is indeed," continued my 
guide, " the ornament, as well as the envy, 
of her sex ." At these last words he pointM 
to the hearts of several of her female ac-
quaintance which lay in different phials, 
and had very lai^e spots in them. ^ of a 

deep blue. " Y o u are not to wonder," 
says he, " that you see no spot in a heart 
whose innocence has been proof against all 
the corruptions of a depraved age. If it 
has any blemish, it is too small to be dis-
covered by hum.^n eyes. 

' I laid it down, and took up the hearts 
of other females, in all of which the fomes 
ran in several veins, which were twisted 
tc^ether, and made a very perplexed 
figure. I asked the meaning of it, and was 
tmd it represented deceit. 

' I should have been glad to have 
examined the hearts of several of my 
acquaintance, whom I knew to be par-
ticularly addicted to drinking, gaming, 
intriguing, S:c. but my interpreter told me, 
I must let that alone until another oppor-
tunity, and flung down the cover of the 
chest with so much violence as immedi-
ately awoke me. ' 

No. 588.] Wednetday, Sefltember 1, 1714. 
Dicit)0, omnis io imbeci l i ta te est e t | 7Bt i f t , e t c a r i t a s . 

ClC^TA 
Tot t prvtrnd t h a t aJ] k indness and benevolencc i s 

founded ID weakne ic . 

MAN may be considered in two views, as 
a reasonable and as a social being; capable 
of becoming himself either happv or mise-
rable,.and of contributing to the l i ^p iness 
or misery of his fellow-creatures. Suitably 
to this double capacity, the Contriver of 
human nature hath wisely furnished it 
with two principles of action, self-love and 
benevolencc; designed one of them to ren-
der man wakeful to his own personal 
interest, the other to dispose him for giving 
his utmost asastance to all engaged in the 
same pursuit. This is such an account of 
our frame, so agreeable to reason, so much 
for the honour of our Maker , and the credit 
of our species, that it may appear some-
what unaccountable what should induce 
men to represent human nature as they 
do, under characters of disadvantage; or 
having drawn it with a little sordid aspect, 
what pleasure they can possibly take in 
such a picture. Do they rcflect that it is 
their own; and if we would believe them-
selves, is not more odious than the original? 
One of the first that talked in tlus lofly 
strain of our nature was Epicurus. Beaie-
ficence, would his followers say, is all 
founded in weakness; and, whatever h e 
pretended, the kindness that passeth be-
tween men and men is by every man 
directed to himself. This, it must be con-
f e s s ^ , is of a piece with the rest of that 
hopeful philosophy, which having patched 
maji up out of the four elements, attributes 
his being to chance, and derives all his 
actions from an unintelligible declination 
of atoms. And for these glorious discove-
ries, the poet is beyond measure trans-
ported in the priuses of his hero, as if he 
must needs be something more than maj>. 
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