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" Genilbmex,— | have tried yotur Patent Stickphast Non-SlippingjTyres, and can conscientiously say | shali never
use aay~others!”



LEAVES FROM ATOLRIST'S NOTE-BOOK-M-
EASTER IN NORMANDY.

A CLOUDLESS sky, perfect roads, not a loose pebble or
a handful of dust in 400 miles, a Northerly breeze right
behind all the way from Cherbourg to Orleans a moderate
temperature sufficiently warm to allow of a wayside lounge.
A fresh country with unfamiliar customs and household and
farming arrangements, long avenues of poplars, gently undu-
latingroads, fingerposts,and kilometre stoneseverywhere arid
in perfectorder; aseven course lunch fit for a prince, ready
at every inn from eleven to one, and a dinner into the teens
ofcourses, long, and perfectly cooked, ready for us when we
stop at sunset. W here else can touring be earned on m such
luxurious fashion ?  For Kaster tourUta not yet m hard con-
dition what other country can offer such inducements?
Later in the year the heat may be too great, and the long,
late, and too good dinner would make one lose the evening,
the beat part of a
Summer touring day.
and after much rid-
ing the roads might
become monotonous J-
in their surface and
gentle undulations.

In the Summer, and
Antumn it is

BETTER TO SEEK THE
SEA COAST

or the mountain
country, where diffi-
culties are to be met,
and have to be sur-
mounted.

I have frequently
read that the dogs
in France are abnor-
mally troublesome,
but I must give the
French cur a better
character than this;
in a four hundred
mile tour, a geared
ordinary, a Facile, a
oneunialio ordinary,
and a cnshioned-
safety were never
troubled in the least.
Perhaps the variety
of mounts was too
surprising— not that
the four were over
very close together.

Inentering anhotel
bedroom in Nor-
Hdddy thle HBrugiiab
tourist is at once struck by an overpowering, stuffy sfnell;
the windows open from top to bottom, however,and in a few
minutes the room will be quite fresh. The linen, and allthe
hons”old appointments, will be found perfectly clean, and
the French have a lietter system than we have to prevent
the possibility of a damp bed. The beds looksmall, butare
very comfortable, though it would require some skill in
balancing to keep the fat little eider-down quilt in its place.
It used to be said by English travellers that the French
used no soap, but this, of course, is an insular prejudice;
the fact is that a Frenchman would as soon think of using
another person's tooth-ljrushas his soap. (Vide Max O'Kell.)

IS THE FINE COCRT-YARD,

almost universally found in the centre of the hotel, there is
always a hand-washing apparatus, and yellow soap, u'efu!
after a bout with a loose chain, or refractory luggage straps.
The sanitary arrangements are primitive in the extreme.

After dinner at the hotel it isthe universalcustom to adjoura
to a cafe for the atter-dinner coffee, to see the papers, wnte
letters, and play pocketless billiards. The drawing-tooms,or
salons, in the provinces are purely show places, and | nave
neverseen one io use yet.

Cyclingin France is now so very common thatthe knicker-
bocker costume attracts no attention. Years ago | have been
driven, by the curiosity of the gamins, Into a ready-made
tailors, to purchase long trousers, so as to continue my walk
in peace— and that was in Paris. The C.T.C. road-book
and hand-book will be found extremely useful, especially to
those who know little French. The Touring Club de France,
nowadays, | believe, affordsgreat assistance to the traveller,
M aps, issued under the auspices ofthe Government, can be
bought at all the towns, but are on such a large scale that a
day’'s nio takes you right through one.

The tourist, who does not like to be encumbered with
Murray or Baedeker, will find the few pages in Bradshaws
Continental Guide, relating to France, a veritable muljum
in fiarvo, and ifa poor linguist, the specimen conyer”~tions

' may come in handy.

THE CHURCHES AND
CATHEDRALS

in Normandy are, of
course, the objects
of chiefinterest, and
aiford excellent and
cool retreats from
the dust and heat of
the day. They are
always open, and no
fees are expected, ex-
cept, perhaps, if the
tower is ascended.

Thecyclistin Nor-
mandy must recon-
cile himself to do
without his favourite
tea. Coffee and cho-
colate can be had at
all times, though, in
the afternoon, milk
is sometimes scarce;
but tea is regarded
more as a medicine
and. | believe, in
m ost restaurants
tbey would have to
send to the druggists
for the raw material.
I have seen it served
in acoffee pot with
hot milk as an ac-
companiment.

Fruit syrups and
vin ordinaire, at

TOURS CATHEDK.VL. about a penny a

glass, are the usual
wayside refreshers. At dinner and lunch, cider,
and seltzer are furnished ad libitum, and without charge.
At the best hotels the following may be set down m
usual charges:— Dinner, 3 francs; Innch, zj
morning chocolate.i— i franc; bedroom, Zs francs,
ance o -ifranc, ~Nry smaUtips, if any, are expected,
and in this and theattendanceitem the saving made,
which makesit so much cheaper to tonr in
home, thatthe rail and steamer fares may be written off®

ABOUT PATENTS.

I f any ofour readers have an idea for an
secure their rights tor it, they may obtain full
securing patents and advice, free ol tharge, by applying to the
Patent Eitor of ©ycliho
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M. Zola has become a cyclist.

R. A. Vogt was to be married on Tues-
day, of this week.

AHE great meetof Midlandcyclists is being
worked up with considerable energy.

Thb Middlesex County Council have
Nu~ped almost unanimously for Universal

T h* new book of N.C.U. rules is now out,
and can be obtained for 6d. at 57, Basinghall
Street.

At time of writing,

Au*rht

the roads are very
considering the long

The pastime of cycling, it is said, has
trained a complete hold of the barristers on
the Western circuit.

The First Lord of the Treasury in the
new Government, the Right tton. A. I. Bal-
four, is an active cyclist

The South Yorkshire Centre are again in
pmmnmcation with the Chief Constable, rt
broken glass on the road.

The Southern W lieelers has just been
formed, with J H Codden, 5, Glendale
btreet. Brixton, as hen. sec.

The sand and flintroads of the South, id
consequence of the drought, are now about
fs trying to pneumatics as a surface of knife
blades

How old-fashioned that looks now !'" a
lady cyclist was heard to remark to her
fnend m Battersea Park, asa lady rode past
on horseback.

Ms. Stuart Woetlev, M.P. for the Hal-
d "l /Sheffield), frequently ridSs to
Parliamenton his cycle. He keeps his siik
hat at the House.

UusiNo the Newcastle races the Gosforth
Park Company catered specially for cyclists,
an enclosure being reserved for machines,
under the careofacouple of attendants.

The Army cbampioo.

Before an immense crowd, and the I>uk*
and Duchess of Connaught, Lance Corpora
Galloiray, R.E , won the bicycle champion-
snip of the Army on his Bradbury, at the
mnereenth annual Army athletic meeting at
Aldershot, last Thursday. The event was a
two miles.

QooU work to band.

The Birmingham Centre is doing good

work on behalf of the roads section m its
;danger-boards are being erected
andtheenemies of cycling, even though they
" earblueuniformswithsilver-platedbuttons
W reiving attention Mr E G. Warden
tM ton sec . appears to be determined to
jave DO stone unturned where cyclists'
nghtsarcconcerned.
Reduced rstes.

,5, ~commendable spiritofobligiDg
3ust now & the manage-
thif ‘1 Chatham & Dover line, and
ms has lately manifested itself, amongst
®reduction of the rates for
t f*rnage of cycles. Machines can now
Hill from town for ftd .
n ~'“rerto, and the reduction
m scale holds good all along the line.
to press we learn that the S.E.R.

have adopted the 6d. rate.

Touring In Irelsnd.

From all we hear there is likely to be a
big invasion of Ireland this touring season,
by Saxon cyclists, and to such the book of
m'Tours in North of lIreland,” published
for fid. by the Belfast & Northern Railway
Co., Belfast, is likely to be of considerable
use. even although the production ofa Rail-
wayCompany. It, at least, gives good hints
of the best things to see.

From the other point of view.

The following letter has recently seen
the light; many cyclists will be in sympathy
with the writer:-” Sir,— 1 desire to call
your attention to the intolerable annoyance
caused by pedestrians to bicyclists. Some
six we”~sago | commencedtoridea bicycle,
and since then | have been continually
attempting to avoid running down foot-
passengers. These people should be com-
pelled to carry a registered number exposed
UMn their persons, as the cabs do, and
should have bells to warn bicyclists that
they are crossing the road. It should be
made a penal offence to get run over. The
new bicycles are very expensive, and the
shock of a collision with a pedestrian may
ea”™ly occasion serious injury to the ma-
chine— ‘An IndkiNant Bicyclist/ "

LANCE-CORPORAL GALLOWAY,R E.

BICYCLE champion OP THB ARUY, OH HIS
BRADBURY.

' there, as

' FRENA

The Turner Tyre Co.

Thb long expected examination of the
promoters, directors, and others connected
with the business of the Turner Tyre Ltd..
was commenced on Monday morning before
Mr. Registrar Holroyd. We shall duly
reportupon the proceedings in our next.

civipg place to the eow.

Peoplb who have gone'M f I]e matter
seriously, put down the atno*| jury to
the livery stables and horse-riJ?» schools of

I New York, consequent on the bi~cle craie

40 per cent. One horse-riding

academy is being transformed into a cvcline

rink. " *
Nine strange ladles.

The following advertisement recently ap-
peared in a daily— "Required, furnished
apartments for nine ladies Accommoda-
tion for bicycles. Gentlemen and cats
objected to." What manner of cycling

women may these be, to not only bargentle-
men, but cats ?

Tourists’ valises.

In tourists’ valises, made to strap in the
diamond ofa frame. Wall SiCo., 35, Chiswell
Street, E C., have some very good and very
cheap lines, the prices running from as. fid.
upwards. They actually m ~e them them-
selves on the premises, so that they are able
to sell at first cost, ajtd also to supply any
particular variety without delay. Their real
fitted with Salsbury's

leather gear case,
is another good line of theirs,
which is sold at ijs.. and is justly very

popular, as it makes one of the smartest
gear cases we have seen.

About Paterson.

J- |I. Paterson, who ran second in the
Anerley 24, beat Shorland's figures, and for
a long time looked a certain winner, was not
generally expected to do such a phenomenal
performance, and, in the earlier stages of
the ride, was somewhat inadequatelv looked
after. His past performances have been
good, but not sensational: he won the 100
at Putney this year, beatihg C. Chappell,
and was third in the 6 hours' there He
rides with an easy style, sits up well, and is
a bom stayer ; his final crack-up on Satur-
day being attributable as much as anything
to injudicious feeding.

| OUR CAMERA CONTEST.

IVe havt fnuch pleasure in offering a
CAMERA

j value £8 17s. 6d.,for competition amongst
~ readers.

We. wtU present this camera,
| gtHeraliyachnowUdgtdusone of the best,

. to the cyclist sending us the three best
: snap-shots of a cycling tudure.

Comf.-

titors nui not conjim themselves to three
photographs, hut can send any numberfor
us to select from.  The snap-shots should
¢l varied ; next to the quality ofproduc-
Iton, and suitability for repr”uction, this
mill be one ofthe chief points considered by
fhejudges, when awarding theprize.

This competition closes to-day, Satur-
day, July WA. The Editor reserves to
himself the right to use any photographs
sent in, |



Interesting to photogrepbers.

" In a Land of Frost” is the sub-title of

the first of a series of articles entitled
m'‘Morning Walks,” by Mr. Charles Le
Sueur, our Jersey correspondent, now ap-

pearing in thismonth's issue of the “"Junior
Photographer.” and Is accompanied fcy six
charmingly reproduced snap-shots. This
excellent little technical journal has already
beenrecommendedto ourcyclo-pholographic
readers, and the Crsttwelve numbers, which
will shortly issued in book-form, will be
well worth obtaining.

A serviceable little mouot.

W e had a good look at a Graphic safety,
in course of building, at the Graphic Cycle
Works, Hardcastle Street, I'eckham, S.E
the other day, and were very favourably im -
pressed. The bearings are of the best, and
the frame of very rigid design, with big
tube chain stays, and the top stays brazeH
together some four inches from where the\-
join the main seat pillar tube. This was (he
No. I light roadster, sold for lo : No. 2
issimili", and goes for/io 10. We should
scy they were honestlytjoth well worth the
money.

Important.

It having come to our notice thatin cer.
tain copies of last week's issue of Qyclihc
a slip was inserted advertising a " t.&f
highest grade 1895 Dunlop-W eich non slip-
ping pneumatic safety." & c, Ac. We
hasten to assure our readers that it appeared,

there entirely without our knowledge or
sanction. The advertiser is one. Ciirles
Graham, 55, Leadenhall Street, E.C., and

the inset was placed in the paper by acme
ofthe wholesale newsagents after the tssnv

had left our hands In answer to many
correspondents, who write asking if thi-
advertisement appeared in this unusual

form because we were able to recommend
the machine ofTered-for sale, we hasten to
say that such is not the case. We arc
making some further inquiries into the
case, and shall deal with the subject again.

WHY

W hy is it that when you see a

Dry dock at Holborn,

Gamage, the all-embracing, has started
a new'department,--ships. We do not think
he has any ironclads in stock yet, no doubt
they are Only made lo measure, but calling
in at bis busy premises the other day, we '
fcund a gem of a canoe, to cany three,hung
from the roof, which looked most delight-
fully suggestive of a quiet laze under cool
tree shade on some retired stream. The
saucy craft was splendidly finished, and. as
usual with Carnage's goods, priced very low.

WHY ?272—11.

And you keep at the extreme opposite side of the road to avoid him—

£2

?27— 1.

novice wobbling toward you -

Otfl<~ killed cyclinjr-

Major s. a. Meszies, 3rd Battalion
Royal Irish Rifles, was killed on June zisi,
on the Holywood and Bangor Road, by his
bicycle colliding with a cart. Them ~cal
gentleman who was called to attend him,
was a Dr. Dunlop; he fonnd life extinct. At
the inquest held in the camp at Kinnegar,
the driver of the cart was acquitted of all
blame. Two thousand troops escorted the
coffin from the camp on its way to England,

Cheap accessories.

In this Issue will be found two pages of
advertisements of special linesofaccessories
offered by Carnage, many being marked at
new and furtherreduced prices. The lioys &
Ruckers’ c”yclometer. there advertised, is
identical with the one Jefferson used in his
ride to Moscow and back, and, it is said, the
ring of the bell at e\-eBy mile bepassed. was
foond by him to be asoundofa grateful and
comfortmg nature.

Descriptive gems.

W e cnll the following choice gems of
descriptive matter from Hon. Sec. Val-
lancey’s contribution to his club's column in
the "Poly Magazine.” Writing of Alec
W atson’'s win in the 5 miles championship,
the following occurs:— "At the bell Soott
dashed away, and gota length ahe” of the
I mile champion and the field. Alec, how-
ever, was well under weigh, and his pace
quickened electrically, so that, at the bottom
of the back straight, Scottand be were level,
with Newman close by: then Watson put
all'in, letout his jibboom, so to speak, took
the wind out of the sails of hisrunners-up,
and left them, just before the tape, like a
railway engine passing a cow." Again,
writing of Bardsley, Vallancey remarks.—
" He's had a bad time of it, but his shoulder
is gradually setting firm At present be
looks like an isosceles triangle, with his left
side bisected at a point not far removed
from the base.” Vallancey deserves well of
bis fellow clubmen !



WHY ?2— III.

W hy does he always make a bee line for your macbhire :

For disposal.

W e know of a sound JJtle retail cycle
business for disposal at a low figure. The
position is in the heart of London, and we
shall be happy to put any likely purchasers
In communication with the present pro-
prietor,

Dangerous Weslerbam.

As aresult ofthe last terrible fatal acci-
dent on Westerham Hill, the' C.T.C. have
placed a new danger-board on the top, on
the right as tlie hill is approached, which at
present looks very conspicuous in its red
coat with white letters. The last fatal acci-
dent to a cyclist took place at the first bend,
a spot ior many vyears locally known as
"Hell Corner.”

Up Westerham backwards.

Aktbs the last man had started in the
Westerham hill-climbing competition, Her-
bert, the prolessional!, treated the spectators
to an extraordinary exhibition of str«igth
and clever riding. He mounted his 66-
geared Boudard safety backwards, and in
this awkward position, with bis face pointri
towards the spot he started from, he rode
all the way up the hill, dismounting once,
only for an instant, when a cart blocked the
way. Cyclists on the hill directed his
course.

A chance for work.

Ir the Roads Committee of the Liverpool
Centre will set to work with firmness and
tackle the people responsible for the repair
of the main road to Southport from High-
town they will be doing something towards
remedying what is. without doubt, one of
ree vilest stretches of road in the country.
Only recently a couple of Liverpool clubs
made Southport their fixture, and in both
cas« several members had their machines
rendered almost useless, and the next man
who suggests Southport as a fixture will be
scalped by the other members. The roadis
a perfect disgrace to all connected with it—
the road surveyors included.

The modern ouptlal.s.

The fashion of cycling weddings has ex-
tended to the Newcastle district; a couple,
last week, rode to the church on safeties,
and. after the cereraonv, departed on a
cycling tour to the English lakes.

A tell tour.

Hal Berte is 'starting this week from
London, on a 72 gear Boudard, to tide i.0o00
milesin 5 days. Edinburgh and back, Soo
mile, is his first trip, then Bath and back, to
complete the thousand. For assistance he
is depending on chance pacing.

WHY”

I many hundreds of miles this year.

mgo,

397

One ofthe originals.

There is a cyclist at Lancaster who has
cycled thirty years, and, although he has just
seen his seventieth birthday," has riddan
He has
brought up his family in the way they should
and his sons, dai®hters. and grand-
children all cycle.

A good ride.

A Mr, T. D. Reid has just ridden frorn
Paris to Madrid, a little tour of 050 miles,
which he covered in eight days, being, it is
believed, the first Englishman to do the trip
on a bicycle. He found the peasantry of
Spain most kind and courteous. He lost his
way in the Guadarama Mountains, and had
to pass the night iu a dingy posada. For-
tunately for him, he had no trouble with his
‘'mScottish” tyre in the wild parts her”™e
through.

The Scarborough camp.

The North of England Camp and Meet,
to be held this August at Scarborough, in-
stead of Harrogate, has been amalgamated
with the Scarborough C.C, sports, so that
the racing side will rec«ve more than usual
attention- The camp promises to be a great
success in Its new pitch, even at this early
date half the available tents being faookeil
up. Intending campers should lose no time
in communicating with J. Sidney Critchley,
27, Kirkgate, Bradibrd.

Ladle.s head gear.

Creijitisdue to ” The Gentlewoman,” for
a really brilliant idea. For the costume of
lady cyclists, the discussion is still, as ever,
about skirts and knickers, but " The Gentle-
woman” would lead its fair readers to higher
things, and has started a competition for a
design for a Summer cycling hat. Here is a
vast and untouched field, greatly needing
a little cultivation by feminine taste and
genius, for at presentit is rare to see any
happy medium between the severely mas-
culine cloth cap. and the unsuitable spread-
eagled arrangements that so seriously in-
terfere with the anxious look-out of the iiu-
fortunsle man on the back seat ofthe tandem.

—1IV.

And the worst of it is, that he always comes off best man, and wonders
why you wanltd all the road.

b3



Rim iiunplo.

T he Fairbanks Kim Co.,Draycott, Derby-
shire, offer to send to any rider who applies
to them, a catalogue, and also a sample
piece of the rim itself. Scott, when he won
the 45 miles championship, used these rims.

For Switzerland tourists.

Geo.Philip & Son, the well-known map
publishers, of 32, Fleet Street, E.G., are now
selling an entirely new map of Swilzerland,
specially prepared for cyclists, the only one
of its sort. Switzerland is becoming more
and more a cycling touring ground, and this
map has made a timely appearance, being
just the thing wanted. The price is one
shilling.

The bicycle enter,? Into history.

Is connection with the change of Govern-
ment, it was urgently necessary for Lord
Salisbury to communicate with Mr. Balfour
and the Conservative Whips, one Sunday
last month, and his secretary, Mr. Schom-
berg M'Donnell was entrusted with the
important mission. Being a Sunday, no
trains were at the time available from Hat-
field, and Mr. M Donnell therefore mounted
his bicycle and rode direct to the Carlton
Club, which he reached in i hr. 20 mins ,
quite a respectable performance, the dis-
tance being over 20 miles. His business there
being finished, he rode full speed right away
to Uxbridge, inchase of Mr. Balfour, whom
he found there. The incident is interesting
as being the first appearance of the bicycle
in l'iaglish history. If this sort of thing
grows, there vdll be an opening for some of
out unlicensed speed men as athletic secre-
taries to political leaders.

"The lortsnouth Road.”

Mb. C. (i. Harper has writlen nothing
more interesting or instructive than the
matter contained in his latest bulky volume,
entitled "The Portsmouth Road." The
book is embellished with 38 separate plates
by the author, and from old-time prints and
pictures, and as many illustrations are dis-
tributed amongst the text. O fcourse itwould
be quite impossible to compile a history of
the Portsmouth Roadwithouttouching upon
cycling history, and this Mr. Harper has
done in a manner peculiarly his own. The
illustration which accompanies this necee-
sarily brief notice is reproduced by the
courtesy of the publishers, Messrs Chap-
man & Hall, Ltd., and represents Ditton
Marsh by night, a weird scene, weirdly and
effectively depicted. It is when we turn to
the chapter devoted to cycling that we have
most to find fault with in Mr. Harper's
otherwise excellent book. The author
shows himself to be unnecessarily pessimis-
tic ; and makes the mistake, which so many
other writers make, of enlarging upon the
objectionable element of the Sport, to the
exclusion ofeven the moderatelyrespectable.
It is to be hoped that even Mr. Harper
may eventually follow the fashion now being
set by the aristocracy, and take to the
w W I himself; probably he will tlien realise,
as we do, the pity of spoiling an otherwise
perfectly artistic picture of our beloved
m+Anchor,” at Ripley, with a drawing ofa
man on a bicycle, whose handlebar is at
least 55 inches wide in proportion to the
size of the machine, which, by-the-way, has
only one front fork. Of course the literary
style of the book is beyond ciiticism, and to

DIITON MARSH BY NIGHT, FROM ‘"rHE PORTSMOUTH ROAD,"

all lovers of the old road, the history of it,
which Mr. Harper has so carefully and
thoughtfully compiled, cannot fail to be of
absorbing interest.
Stocks’ mount

W e have received from the Trent Cycle
Co. a long list of quite recent wins on their
machines. J. W. Stocks is riding a Treat
this year, and we have heard him speak very
highly of his machine.

Not to be hoaxed.

Riding from York to Scarborough some
little time back, an Anfield man and a North
Road man called at a roadside inn 10 miles
from the later place, and were well waited
upon by the highly respectable and ancient
proprietor, and his equally venerable dame.
In the course of the conversation the An-
fielder mentioned that the North Roader
had ridden from London to York the day
before ; the old couple had some difficulty
in swallowing this, but eventually believed
it, and looked upon the North Roader and
his bicycle asan abnormal combination alto-
gether. Their credulity was, however, to
receive a greater and a fatal strain, for on
their asking how long it would take the two
riders to cover the 10 miles to Scarborough,
and being told probably three quarters-of-
an-hour, they positively declined to credit
such wild statements, and looked upon the
two innocent and truthful tourists as unmiiti-
gated liars, who were going out of their way
to deceive poor old folks with fairy tales of
distances covert, and impossible speed
performances. The credit of the pair of
riders stands low now atthatunsophisticated
roadside inn.

BY C. G. HARPER.



*FREE LODOINO.”

Sir,— Under the above caption, you gave,
last week, the gist of a circular letter full of
“envy, hatred, and malice," issued, ap-
parently "on his own,” by Mr, Bidlake.
For three years Mr. Bidlake thought it good
enough to pay his entrance fee to the
parent of all long distance path races " the
CuoaCup." When he put in a good per-
formance—a phenomenal performance, |
may say— on the tricycle my Committee
_ga\e him additional prizes, including the
'‘Cuninghame medal,” to the value of no
l«s than 15 guineas, and Mr. Bidlake, in
ms letter of acknowledgment, did not ques-
tion our liberality. The ciub has nothing to
do with the tent lettings, that is the pro-
prietors' business, and | hope that the
mrectors of the North London Track will,
in liwir shareholders' interests, see that this
legitimate source ofincome is made to yield

Its proper return. |If -Free Lodgings"
why cot "Free Board." "Free Dres~g "
" Fr« Machines,” or, better still, a lump

sum down to compound for all these things

Mv club incurred Mr. Bidlake's wrath by
barring tricycles at the request of Mr. Shor-
I~nd. but we recognised Mr, Bidlake's
claim to have a voice in the matter and did
not decide until we had his specific assent

I milhtindulge in further criticism but I
r™*nise thefactthatMr.Bidlakeisnolonger
the North Road Club, and we have received
much support and many courtesies from
ttot body, and | am sure that the fact that
™ jr 50 miles race clashed with our Cmitury
Cup Race, when other open dates existed,
was accidental

Our 24 hours’ race for the Cusa Cup, on
July 26th and 27th, Is already an assured
success, if the weather is fine, and | am
sure we wish allother long distance contests
well.

Yours truly,
G. Lacv Hillier,
Honorary Secretary,
Lc,C, & A.C.

THE SOVEREIO.N AFFAIR.

apparentlyowe manypeople apolo-

“p moment, I was unaware
tnat my very general allusion at the Centre
eetii™~ had been converted into a particu-
.f?®& Though 1 understand that the
matterhad been ventilated before the Centre
>m information from a

™

* «

Wend, wiA whom | was discussing the
~enOa. | heard no names, either of individ-
Ah *' rlubs, and cannot at the moment,

cnarge my memory with the locality. The
gwtleman in the narrative, remonstrated
witn CMUin nders who were conducting

I as ! under-

s~ d . advised to quit, unless he wanted his
to the same

w h» i fague on the
mid certainly could not have

his case, first, because | did not know his

club in the matter, secondly, because i made
theallusion quite on the spurof the moment,
and thirdly, because had | had all the facts
before me | should have doubted if they
alluded to " the Sovereign affair.” I may add
that | should only know your correspondent

"E.L.A." from Adam, because | presume,
he would wear something beyond fig-leaves,
but even in that case, I should only know
him if the company present was limited to
" E.L.A," Adam, and

G. Lacy Hillibr,

Sir,— W e did not intend to answer any
further letters, but as E.L.A. has given a
detailed account of the accident, as he saw
it, we think it about time he was put right.
By a curious coiocidence two accidents
occurred on the same road, and on the same
day, and in both of them a bassinet and a
cyclist figured: that which concerned the
Sovereign C.C. occurred as described by me
in my first letter; the other, which E L.A.
describes, was caused by the Surrey
W heelers C.C. We have been waiting to

J, PARSLEY.
FIRST IS CATFORD HILL CLIMH HASDICAP,
AND SECOND FASTEST COMFETITOE.

see if they would make any sign, as they
have nothing to be ashamed of. they having
compensated the owner of the bas.sinet to
the extent of los. As lo the 13101 busi-
ness, 1 have good reasons for uot believing
it, butif E.L.A. acted with as great a want
ofjudgment in their case as be has with us
I do not wonder at threats being used to-

wA~dshim. Now see to whatlengths malice
will lead a m ~ ; asmash occurswith which
the Sovereign C.C. has nothing to do.

E.L.A's, assertion to the contrary notwith-
standing . later on he meets one of our
members, to use his own words. " this gave
me the idea be was acting in an official

capacity.” On this slender foundation he'
professes to think a road race is in progres-
sion, and, without making any further

inquiry, he publishes his lie to the world.

As regards pluck, E.L.A. is avery poor
judge, or he would not use such cowardly
weapons as anonymous letters

!
i
1

We are willing to refer this matter to
arbitration before the N.C.U. if they will
act,and we make the following propositions;
— If E.L.A, can prove the accusations he
has brought against us, the Sovereign C.C,
shall cease to exist, and the funds in hand,
a considerable sum,” shall be handed
over to any chaiify E.L.A, may name. on'*
the other hand, if he fmls to prove his ac-

cusations, he shall make ns a public
apology and pay a similar sum to any
charity we may name.
F. Stubbs,
Hon. Sec.

(Since receiving the above, we have had
a visit from Mr. A. G Rosenburg, the only
member of the Sovereign C.C , who was
present oa the occasion. He assures us that
neither he nor his ciub were in anv way
concerned in the accident, and that the
parties who collided with the bassinet were
members ofa South London club— he would
not divulge the club's name, but it will
noticed that Mr. Stubbs has done so. We
consider it only fair to the Sovereign C.C.
to insert this note, and we think— whatever
the SurreyW heelers may state— that E.L.A.
should, in common fairness, make the
aminde konoiabli for having hastily jumped
at an erroneous conclusion. It will be re-
membered that we have all along refrained
from comment, as it is not our custom to
condemn without first hearing both sides of
a question.— Eu.)

IN DEFENCE OF FOLKESTONE.

Sir,— In your issue of to-day, I was sur-
prised to read the following :(—

“ Folkestone is noted for its ruffianism."
W here your correspondent gets his informa-
tion from (whoever he is), I. am at a loss to
know. Then, ~ain, in yours of the 15th
ult, I read that, probably a more non-
athietic town than Folkestone it would be
hard to find anywhere, andgoitmon to say—
but owing totbiperformances m —three gen-
tlemen named, the local spirit has, to some
extent, been aroused. Now, sir, why your
correspondent should go out of his way to
make these assertions, I cannot imagine
when the result cannot be otherwise than
damaging to our tovm in theeyes of cyclists,
orwhybeshouldadvertise those threegentle-
raen and omit Mr. W, G. Geoige, one of the
speediest riders on the South Coast, holding
as he does the championshipsofboth Folke-
stone, and Dover C-C.'s, and in my opinion
likely to retain them.

| apologise for encroaching on your valu-
able space, but feel those assertions should
notpass withoutcomment. Havinglived for
nearly twenty years in the town, and for
some years acted as hon. sec. to the
Folkestone C.C., I do think | am in a posi-
tion to know, and must say thatinstep of
Folkestone being noted fca: its ruffianism my
experience is quite the reverse.

Yours truly,
C. J.Borrbll,

5t. tl«len’s open mile.

An open mile was included in the pro-
gramme of the St. Helen's C.C. meeting
last Thursday evening, the club being sup-
ported with a big gate. J.T. Gibson, Wigan
Cc.C., 55 yds. won; W. H. Belllan, War-
rington C.C., 45 yds., second: W . E. Char-
nock, Warrington C.C., 70 yds., third.
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Once more, thanks to Baiden and the
Catford track, Fngland can claim along
strint; of short distance world's records,
the grand performance of our profes-
sional rider, last Thursday, liaving given
us best for all classes, and all countries,
from 2 to 10 miles inclusive, the Ameri-
can time for the full distance being
beaten by bnt J short of 2 inins. Those
who saw Barden ride agree that he
would have done even better if the
pacers had been more speedy and more
experienced,and when oneremembersto
what a pitch of excellence the art of
pacing has been bronght, both in
America and France, Barden's per-
formance at Catford becomes all the
more meritorious. Since he rode for
the 10 miles, and not for the mile, there
is every prospect of his beating
America’s 1.521 mile when he goes for
it, since he was only 9 secs, outside in
his starting mile in the lo. His fastest
mile was the second, i.sg*.

Few cyclists realise the fact that we
are now living through a period in the
history of the sport and pastime of
cycHog that will, when that history
conies to be written, be recorded as,
perhaps, its most marked and important

epoch. W'e are witnesses cf a remark-
able evolution, and every day brings
with it fresh surprises, The despised
cycle, hitherto regarded as the vehicle
of the democracy, and referred to by
~'r. Harper, in  his recently issued

history of the Portsmouth
“the poor man's horse,” now aftords
exercise and pleasure to princes and
princesses, lords and dukes; and ladies
of high degree have adopted cycling as a
pastime, with ao enthusiasm that must
indeed be astonishing to Mr. Harper.
“ W ill the sport and pastime of eye ing
ever become aristocratic ?”

Road, as

he asks in

the above-mentioned work ; and, astute
man that he is, replies, “ It is to be
feared, or hoped (accordjngly as you
admire or detest the cycle), Aat it will
never win to this regard." M'e hope
Mr. Harper has contemplated the gay

scene in Battersea Park on
bright mornings of this present brilliant
Summer, and duly congratulated him -
self upon his prescience in framing that
happily alternative sentence.

one ofthe

T he

pastime indeed was never in
such happy case, as it is at the present
time; and we refer to the < Pastime”
advisedly, leaving thb sport and the
many unhappy quibbles that seem to be
ior ever edging it round, to the poor
benighted N.C.L". Not only can we

number amongst cyclists many of the
leaders of society, scions of the nobility,
and some of the most aristocratic per-
sonages in the land, but men of light
and learning, M .P.'s, and Ministers of
State have succumbed to the magic in-
fluence of the wheel, and taken up the
pastime in an equally energetic manner.
This mustindeed be regarded as a most

happy augury for the future of the
pastime and its devotees. We have
always been of the opinion that the

prejudice that has solong existed against

cyclists would be gradually, but never-

theless, surely overcome, when those in

high authority once commenced to taste

the sweets of the pastime by participat-
I ing therein; and we are more than ever
‘convinced that this will actually be the

case. Already proofs are not wanting;
mthe concessions made to cyclists in
regard to Hyde Park, and the adoption
of the universal lights principle by one
county after another (Middlesex being
i the latest!, point to the fact that the
cyclists’ pleasure and his safety are
being looked after at last by the powers
, that be.

W e have 00 desire whatever to drag
; politics into the literature of the wheel,
i butitis really futile to attempt to ignore
the significanceofrecent political move-
ments to which the cycle has been a
conspicuous adjunct. Affairs of state io
connection with a change of Ministry
recently necessitated very prompt and
' decisive action, and it remained for a
cyclist, Lord Salisbury's private secre-
tary, to play a most important part in
conveying certain information from H at-
field to London on a Sunday, when a
[ train was not available for the purpose ;
1 and the Right Hon. A. J. Balfour, First
Il Lord of the Treasury, has also found
mhis cycle tobe moreexpeditiousthan the
| Rail when having to journey hurriedly
' to town.

- -

The fascinating influence of the cycle
is not to be lightly regarded, and the
busy jaded politician isonly now realis-
ing what the hard-worked city toiler has
discovered before him, that there is no
pastime like cycling to counteract the
effects of a sedentaryand confined occu-
pation. That we can count as ardent
cyclists some of those who will be re-
sponsible for the guidance of the ship
of State in the party that is almost
certain to be returned to power at the
General Election is a matter on which
cyclists may sincerely congratulatethem -
selves.

The following B m Meeting Announcements
Will bi found on fage U of our Supplement
Polytechnic C.C.: Catford Sw Hours: Lowes-
toft Sports: West Herts Club and Ground;
Ckelns/ori Meeting. Sortk 0/ England Cy-
clists' Meet: Leeds Charity Sports; Clarence
AlkleticCM .

A. V, Ebblewhitb is
N.C.U. timekeeper.

FOMAINE had Jointless Rims on ms Ad-
vance bicycle, when he won the 24-

ZIMMERMAS and Johnson are matched to
ride three races for a stake of 5,000 dollars
a-side. s

Otto Stcmcf, of Berlin, has won t~»
tricycle championship of Berlin. He used
Palmer tyres. . .

Tiie swell Trafalgar Club are offenng the
membersa £20 cup for the best mile time
made between June zylh and July 28th.

Shobland tells us that his illness b"
quite put him offracing for this year,and he
thinks he has done with it for good now-

A webk'k list of wins on Rndge-W hit-
worths, all the world over, includes the
extraordinary number of nearly 50 first®

The E.C.U. want pacemakers for the 5
miles scratch this Saturday. S. T. Brown.
1, Coleridge Road. Finsbury Park, will for-
ward tickets. R o *

Many good judges who watched Ford's
fine riding last Saturday, and his fc | finish
on the wet track, consider that he would
have a fine chance in the Cuca Race

The Northumberland County C C. will
hold a 100 miles race on their Gosf~h
track on August 51st, when G. Hunt and R.
C, Carlisle areexpectedtocompete.

Jaap Ei>s and his Humber earned all
before tbem at the opening of the new
Amsterdam Track, winning the J and 4
mile, and 2. 3. and 10 kilometres scratch
races. L.

The Catford have had someone working
for them in Paris, and have secured and
bound down a fine entry for their 6 hours
professional race. Michael will be one of
the men.

Mirts and T. A. Edge start on July 8th
from Land's End for John o'Groat's. and
would be glad to hear from volunteer tan-
dem pacers at the officesof™Cyclers News,"
Manchester.

now an official



The Manchesier Wheelerswill lose about
~50 on their 12 hours'.

SoMSBODY wants to match his dog against
Zimmerman up to 400 yds., bike to take
flying start.

J. R. Alexander, Kdin. Southern, has
won the mile championship of the S-C.U.
Eastern District.

Mr. a. V. Ebblswhite, the popular
Essex man, has been appointed a first-grade
official timekeeper to the N.C.U.

The first race for unlicensed men held in
Manchester, is to be run at the Manchester
W heelers' meeting this Saturday.

The Sunderland Kensington C.C.
hold their iports on 6th, hth, and
when £i60 will be offered in prizes.

T he Catford C. C., and Blackheath Har-
riers, talk of joining forces and running an
attractive cycling and athletic fete on August
Bank Holiday.

Barden considers the Catford track one
of the finest he has ever ridden upon. He
expects to do the flying mile in i. 45, and 10
miles under 20 minutes.

The mile championship of London has
‘'mery appropriately been albtted to the Poly-
technic Club, to be included in the pro-
gramme which will be put before the public
on July 13th.

Ford wore a veil during the greater part
of the iz hours'atCoventry, it undoubtedly
saved him a great deal of inconvenience,
especially after the rain came down and the
grit began to fly

Nimberbd and reserved Itill 3. 30) grand-
stand tickets for the Polytechnic meeting at
Herne Hill, will be forwarded on receipt of
P.O. (2s. Od. each), by the Hon. Sec., 309,
Regent Street, W.

Intendiso competitors for the cxie mile
clampionship of the London Centre, are re-
minds that entry-form and fee. 2S. 6d.,
should be forwarded directto H. J. Swind-
ley, Esq., 3, St. Bride Street, Ludgate Circus,
B.C., and not to the Polytechnic.

There will be an attractive evening meet-
ing at Catford on July toth. "The increased
loc”™ sport has induced the Catford C,C., to
include an open event for safeties; there wuUl
"50 be two members'races, one for licensed,
tup other unlicensed,

will
loth,

Stiould be Scott's.

The South Yorkshire and North Derby-
shire Centre five miles championship will
be ridden for at the Dearne C.C. (Barnsley)
sports on August 1st. Elijah Scottis thepre
sent holder, and on form, should have little
trouble in retaining the title.

z8 miles 70s yds. in the hour.

On Saturday last, Lesna, the well-known
brench rider, went for the hour record on
the new track at Dijon, which was already
known to be very fast. Splendidly paced by
wur triplet and one quadruplet teams, he

in beating Linton's world’'s re-
J, ‘iding in one hour the extraordinary
distance of 28 miles 703 yards.

At Wood Qfoen.
A1l the Thursday evenings in July are
devoted to open meetings at Wood
r<”~, when the programme will mainly
<wntre ronnd the attempts at various re-
4th inst. a i mile novices’
Siil- t* included, and on the
Uwing Thursday the open events consist

ia,i ® handicap and a 5 miles' invi-
ation flat race, for which a number of
*U® «“tered. The

mmence at 6.30. and six-

® -ii" co
pence will secure admission.

loternatlonal team racfog.

A TEAM made up of five French riders,
Jacquelin, Dumond, Meringer, Gougoltz,
and Morin, issues a challenge to any other
team made up of five riders of the same
nationality. The race to be 2 kilometres,
and stakes ;”ioo a-side.

W holesale world’s record.?.

The marvellous speed-powers of C. F.
Barden, and the speed qualities of the new
Catford track, were again most forcibly de-
monstrated on Thursday evening last, when
Barden went for records from a standing
start, and beat records at every mile from
the first to the tenth. The following table
will give the best ideaof what bisride really
means.—

f'ngluh

) . Aowrle«n ItePdfiiS
>n«.  Aoiat«(irz IVigfx!*- Timri.
.. H o, M. S M. s.
1.2 1ij 2 12j 154 « 2 2>
2. 4 KjJ 4 323 4 4 °t
3. 651 6 59 6 n 2
4. 8 441 929 - 5 8 111
5. f Il 44 to 22f to ts!
OB 1620 1345 - 2D
1-i.0 30 19 21 .15 57 - 1428
8... 1_7_ 40 22 6| «18 t5| — 3541
.., 1ij 3y'; x2 .20 27j Ib .pj

10... 22 l0j 27 443 .42 45 20
As will b2 seen, the mile is European
record, the rest are all'world's records,

beating the amateur and professional times
of all nationalities, badly. The best pre-
vious 10 miles was to the credit of Henie.
Barden rode a Swift with Dunlops, and was
timed by E A. Powell.

A MIDLAND RACER.

A A. iORDISON, AND HIS ARAB RACER.

A winnJnf p«ir.

L. Beisenbbrg and Pas won the 5 kilo-
metres tandem race at Amsterdam on June
23rd, and next day won the 2,000 and 5.000
metres, on a Raleigh tandem,

Rich prizes.

The West Herts. Club are holding a big
meeting at Watford on Bank Holiday, and
giving/lo los. prizes in the cycle events,
particulars of which will be found amongst
the race meet advertisements.

Present tor Clark.

O ne of the most familiar figures on the
Tyneside paths, Walter Clark, is shortly to
be the recipient of a testimonial from some
of his admirers. The burly W alter is always
in great demand as a "pusher-off,” and
many winners of | mile dashes have good
reason to remember W alter s services.

Tbe Catford Alx Hours.

T he firstprize in the six hours' Catford
professional race on July 13th, is £23, but it
is possible for one man to make 45 on the
race by also breaking records at 50 and 100
miles, and six hours. Unlicensed riders
have been granted permit to pace. Admis-
sion will be 6d.or combined with railway
ticket, IS. Grand Stand tickets, numbered
and reserved, price 2S.6d., can be bought at
Carnage’s.

Only open meeting

The only open cycling meeting within the
Metropolitan area on Saturday is the big
gathering being organised by the E.C.U, at
the new Wood Green track. The pro-
gramme consists of two handicsqis for
licensed amateurs (ai mile novices and a
J-mile), a 5 miles paced scratch race for un-
licensed riders, and a i mile scratch race,
the second contest in the Armour Shield

series. Racing commences at 3 p.m.
The meeting at Chelmsford.
Ir will be seen from our advertisement

columns that the 14th annual race-meeting
and county championships promoted by the
ever-popular Essex Association will be held
at Chelmsford on Saturday. July 13th,
when ~275 in prizes will competed for.
This meeting has for years beenrecogni”

as the most popular and successful pro-
vincial meeting held in England, and the
munificent prizes now on view at the

Rudge-W hitworth show-rooms, 23, Holbom
Viaduct, are exceptionally handsome and
valuable. Entry-focms and full particulars
will be sent on forwarding a post-card to
the Hon. Secretarj’, Mr. Robert Cook,
Chelmsford. Ail entries close Saturday,
July 6th.
Sunderland Nomads.

T hb annual athletic meeting promoted by
the Sunderland Nomads at Hendon was
largely patronised- The mile fell to J. E.
Meikle, of the Kensington C C-, 75 yds;
with J- T. Horn, Kensington C.C., 170 yds.,
second; C. Brown, D.C.C., 80yds., third.
The second Instalment also produced a
satisfactory gate, 'The J-mile resulted in
W . Moran. Nomads. 75 yds,, winning,
with W. Dixon, Northumberland County,
50 yds., second (fastest loser) ; R.B. Smiih,
Kensington C.C , third : time i mIn. 6 secs
O Huntly and C. Brown collided and fell.
The 1mile scratch waswon by J. E. Meikle,"
R. B. Smith, second ; J. Chalmers. N.C.C ,
third ; time, 2 mins. 52 secs. T. Graham
swerved, and Dr. Clark dashed into him,
and at the terrific speed they were travel-
ling both men were a good deal knocked
about; fortunately, however, no bones were
broken,'



THE “ CENTURY” CUP.

By one of those inexplicable legislative
sumecsaults peculiar to the methods of the
N C.U., J. F. Rudham. one of the latest
" suspends,” was allowed to lake his place
amongst the starters for the above event at
Herne Hill on Saturday afternoon. This
seemed all the more extraordinary, for the
reason that Rudham was prevented racing
at Wimbledon by a prominent N.C.U.
official a few days previously! The
respectable entry of twenty-three was only
reduced by a trio, to wit. W, Rosser, Swan-
sea Harriers, A. Greaves, Northumberland
County, and L. W. Davis, Poly.C C. At
five minutes past tour the following men,
after a false start, were got off to T. W |I.
Britten's pistol-fire: R Palmer, Silverdale
C.C, George Hunt, Notts. Cotinlhians,
A.W . Horton. Catford C.C ,P- Wheelock,
Silverdale C.C.. T. W. Thornton, Edward
Alleyn CC.. J. F. Rudham, Putney A C .
P. Sargent, Reforcr C.C. (Bristol), H. C.
llorswill. Granville C.C..C. G. Wridgway,
Anerley BC., J. M- Dawnay. Clsqgihain
C.C., H. Maggs. Bristol Jockey C.C., F. D.
Frost, Baih Road Club, W. C. Watson,
Southern C C.. T, S. Ludford, Comet C.C.,
K. W Horton. Catford C.C., K J. Atkin-
son, Surrey BC.,H -W . Poupard, Catford
C.C., P. W. Gidney, Essex Wheelers, G. S.
Francombe, Clarence B.C., Stanley Thom-
son. Daneville C.C. Palmer immediately
*ent away

Al A TERRIFIC BAT

behind the quadruplet, with Wridgway
hanging on Hunt and W heelock also *'let
out ' from the first, A. W. Horton showing
up well Divisions soon began in the ranks,
Thomson, of the Daneville, who had
stumbled at the start, being lapped within
about a mile, and before very long many
who had to go the pace looked palpably
distressed. The lap scoring board was, from
the first, a most discreditable affair. At the
half-hour, I'almer was leading with 12 miles,
2 laps, Y ridgway being only a few yards
behind; Hunt and W heelock izmiles. 1lap;
A. W. Horton
Frost and Watson, next best, with 11 miles,
2j laps. Giduey was goii™ very steadily.
The same grand pace was maintained by the
leaders up to the hour, when Palmer and
Wridgway bad covered 25 miles, i lap.
Palmer bdng still slightly in front. A. W.
Horton had dropped into third place, with
W heelock closebehind, the pair covering 24
miles, 2 laps; Frost and Gidney 23 miles,
2™ laps At ii hours Wridgway passed
Palmer, and Horton, riding magnificently,
also collared Palmer, and continuing to ride
at a grand pace, succeeded in getting into
first place, amidst loud applause. When
Horton had ridden 51 miles, Mr. E. Lane
Campbell was observed to suddenly com-
mence

-PRISTINO VADLY FROM THE TIMBXBBPEr's

BOX,
towards ibe stands evidently labonring
under intense excitement. His stentorian
tones SCOT annconced to the expectant

crowd that Horton bad got inside record at
51 miles This shows how fast the pace
was, in spile of avery fresh breeze which
was on the boards during the afternoon.
Up to yi miles the record-breaking— a few
seccmds— continued, when Horton, begin-
ning to slacken off a bit, was again outside
at So miles Meantime Hunt had stopped
at 56 miles, and there were some other
retirals owing to an additional cropper, and

and Thornton 12 miles;

a bad attack of "bakedness"
riders of not too high a class.

AT THE FINISH OF THB THIRD HOUR

A W . Horton, 71 miles360yds; Wridgway,
70 miles ; Palmer. 68 miles 2 laps ; Gidney,
66 miles j laps. Horton's pace now began
to decrease, while, on the contrary, Wridg-
way, looking extremely lively, dashed away
at a fine bat, and. before another half-hour
passed, It was pretty evident that something
would happen as far as first place was
concerned Palmer, in the meantime, did
not exhibitany prospectofpulling up again.

AtHI miles Wridgway, amidst tremendous
cheering, passed Horton, who began to
show signs of being "baked." At the
fourth hour the following were the scores ;
-Wridgway, 92 miles i,«60yds; Horton,
gz miles; Palmer, 90 miles; Gidney, 87

amongst

SKETCHED AT THE

"(CENTURY™

miles 2j laps; W. C. Watson (who rode
very steadily throughout). S7 miles ijlaps.
There were 11 men on the track at this
point. Wridgway continued to ride at a
remarkably good pace, considering his
earlier efforts and the stiff breeze, which
had increased during the evening. Palmer,
too, now rode better, while Horton began
to revive towards the close. The positions
remained practically unchanged, however.

WRIDGWAV'S LAST LAP

was ridden in quite asprinting fashion He
finished fresh, and was able to run across
the track. Hewasenthusiastically cheered,
and be well deserves his success. .He rode
a grand race throughout. Scores for the
“Century": Wridgway, 4 ig.34j; Horton,
4 22 io|; Palmer. 4.30.101; Gidney, 4.34,251;
W atson, 4 35-521-

CUP RACE.
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SKICTCHED AT

The Notts. Csstle B.C. sports.

, Ox Saturday last the Notts. Castle B.C.
held their annual cyclingand athletic sports
at the Trent Bridge Ground. Tbe meeting
nad been well boomed by a ttmst energetic
committee, resulting in a good gate of about
reven thousand. Lord Henry Bentincfc
Ithe club s vice-president) and Lady Bea-
tmck wereonthe ground and took a greatin-
JMestin theracing. Over 600 entrants had
Deensecured forthe variousevents onthe pro-
gramme, and a most interesting afternoon's
racing was enjoyed by all. A.J. Watson,
wno Had entered for most of the events, was
tne pnncipal absentee. A big field had
MtMed for the open J-mile handicap

eventually winning this from the to

yards mark, Bausor second. Facer srd-
T®* ' 7? In the final of the open mile

ootoii, from the 180 yds. mark, just
A R being a close second
pi.s r third. A dispute arose as to the

finalof the mile
i eventually over-ruled
ano a clinking race resulted between Scott
Osborne, finishing in the order

off 1, * Volunteers' f.-ot race was run
un at the commencement of the storm.
,“ niioued to pour down in

iK 2?2 ~7 a plentiful supply of
& In a verrahort
and it was

m lu A~Ntpone tbe final of members'

mile and (be scratch team race until

CYCLING

THE NOTTS. CASTLE

.-mother occasion. The various officials,
competitors, and friends, having waded out
of the grounds, made for the club's head-
quarters. The Maypole Hotel, uhere a
splendid spread had been thoughtfully pro-
vided by the Notts, boys. We most
heartily congratulate the Notts. C.C. on
their successful meeting.

Nortbern records

At a meeting of the
Record Association held last week,
lowing claim.s were passed: ico
tncycle, 1C.27 ,by F. T Bidlake, 50 miles
safety. 2.2: 43 , byJ. Waddingion, Warring-
ton C.C A claim for the jo miles tandem
recoril was left ov« as the necessary proofr
had not been sent in-

An explanation and a challeoge.

Mr. E. Staal, president of the Dansk
B.C., sends us a very long letter, explaining
how Mr.C.Ingeman l'etersen was prevented
from defending his title as one raile cham-
pion of England, which we regret we are
quite unable to find room to publish. Mr.
Staal appears to believe that great injustice
i“been done to his fellow-clubman, and
nghlly or wrongly is very cross with Mr.
Percy Low, He finishes his letter by con-
gratulating Watson on winning, and formally
challenging him to cometo Copenhagen and
race Petersen there. W hether he will
accept, and whether the Union will grant a
permit, remains to be seen.

Northern Roads
the fol-
miles

MEKTING.

A joint affair.

The Kingsdale and Colville open meet-
ing acraiigcments progress apace. A num-
ber of I-.ngiand's best racers have promised
to compete in the handicaps, and a well
known crack will attempt to beat a record

Coventry track.

W e have never seenacinder path in such
grand condition as was that at Coventry on
the occasion of the 12 hours' last week
alter the first hour or two the surface for
about two feet from the insidis was as hard
M d smooth as cement, and quite devoid of
dust or holes, a great contrast to Aston
track which was in a terrible state oflooae-
n~s and roughness for tbe Centre cham-
pionship meeting the week previously. Co-
ventry track, for a distance event, especially
is hard to beat.

Twenty six retired.

The Manchester Athletic Cinb wheel
events were better patronised last Saturday
t..an la>! bzen the case for a long time past
J H.Bradley won the half-mile handicap
(..a/.ebrook second, and Chinn, third The
one lap scratch fell to Macferson, Robinson
m U Chinn filling second and third places.
In the ro miles paced scratch race, Bradley
I-as first after an exciting race with Koenen

of starters, C- W. Schafer was tbe
only other rider to complete the distance
Twenty six men knocked out with 10 miles
of pacing.



Big Russian road event.

Thb Stan for the great road race between
St. l'etersburg and Moscow, will take place
on theitth of July. Great interest is being
displayed in it, in Russian cycling circles.

Officials do their duty.

At an important meeting recently, two
men were made to leave the track by the
officials, and don more decent garb. Our
recent note on this subject has been well re-
ceived all roond, and tnrned attention to this
matter, none too soon.

Not quite up-to-date.

W hbn in the isle of Wight a few days
ago. we noticed that a printer ofillostrated
cycle race meeting posters had evidently
e'placed’ some old stock, the illustration
announcing a forthcoming racelmeetinfcon-
sisting of seven riders on solid-tyred
ordinaries.

Barden’s recotds-

Bardbn undoubtedly got up a fine set of
records from t to 10 miles last week, but
smart as the times are, ii is well to point
out that lke 5 miles' lime (to 15 ;) Is not a
world's record, as has been generally re-
ported. Barden himselfdid 5 miles in 9 49
on the Bordeaux track, May gth-

Handlcaps at Merten Hall,

T he New Wimbledon C.C. carried out a
successful and well-attended evening meet-
ing last Wednesday, on the grass track of
Merton Hall, Wimbledon. 'T. W. Thcm-

ton. Edward Alleyn, go yds., won the
mile; C. Jacobs, London County. 80 yds_.
second; L. Pearce. Poly, 120 yds., third,

Pearce won the open 2 miles with 230 yds.;
C J. Minors, Connly, 260 yds., second.
Jacobs, 150 yds., third.

Next Saturday at St. Alban’s.

The Clarence Athletic Club, which s
composed of the (afloyes cf Messrs
Maple & Co.. are holding their eleventh
annual sports at St. Alban s on Saturday,

uly 13th. There is an open 2 miles,
landicapper S- T. Brown. A special fast
train will leave St. Pancras. 2 40. returning

after the sports, at the reduced fare of is. $d.
Tickets can be obtained from Hon. Sec., or
at booking-office by asking for Clarence
Sports tickets.

Protin beaten.

The Belgian crack, Protin, who made
such a good impression in London by
winning the mile professionalchampionship,
was ~aten on the following day, in Paris,
by Banker, It is generally considered that
be attempted an impossible task in racing
on Saturday in London, crossing over to
Paris the same night, and racing the Sunday
in Paris. A match race has bwn arranged
between Protin and Banker, to lake place
on Sunday next at the Seine track, so that
the gpestion of supremacy will be then
decided.

Road records pas.sed.

The R.R.A. had a busy and well-atiended
meelir™ last week, and passed the following
rides as records. E. J. Steel, l-ondon to
Liverpool. 12 hrs., 29 mins ; W . J. Neason,
Bath and back, 12 hrs., 31 mins. 4 secs ,
Stocks and Holbein, tandem 100, 4 hrs .
46 mins., 18 secs., and 11 hrs , 221 miles ;

G. P. Millsand T. A. Edge's tandem 24 hrs.

was passed as 377 miles, which is i mile
farther than the single record held by
Fontaine; Bidlake's too miles tricycle per-
formance went on the books as 5 bis.,
13 mins., 37 secs.

Justified by time.

W hen, months ago, we announced that
Mills and Edge intended, this year, to ride
tandem from end-to-end. we were metby a
howl cf derision by our contempoiaries, and
even Mr. Edge’s own paper threw doubtson
the statement. Now. the only doubt is the
exact date of their starting. We do not
prophesy unless we know!

Biggleswade In August.

Ohb ofthe first to annonnce their arrange-
ments fox the August Bank Holiday racing,
is ihe secretary of that old-established
institution, the Bifgleswade Fete. The
mile championship of the Northampton
Centre is to be run off at this meeting, and
amongst other events, a half and mile open
handicaps, and a mile scratch for the ~50
cup. Class will not be lacking, amongst the
officials at least, for I'em Coleman is to
clock, and Dr. Turner judge.

A model ~round-miin.

Harry Ransome,the ground-man at Put-
ney, is a model of what a ground-man
should be, as all who have had to do with
him will readily admit Always courteous
and respectful, willing and active, and with
a, thcrough knowledge of what will be re-
quited for any particular-class of event, and
with the forethought and energy to provide
the same, he is a treasure to those who run
meetings at the lhitney Velodrome, and a
pleasant-contrast to the indolent, cigar-
smoking, over-beaiing jacks-in-office, at
times found filling similar positions.

5addl« troubles.

It is beyond our comprehension why men
siardng on long distance track contests do
U(t pay more attention to their saddles
Vi'ith the hard surfaces now universal on all
leading tracks, thevibration, if not severe, is
continuous, and if a hard facing saddle is
used, without any protection, the chances
are ail in favour ot the rider being bruised
until he loses all interest in life, long before
the termination of the race. Then he flies
to saddle covers of various kinds, butit is too
late, the mischiefis done, they do-butaggra-
vate the evil. IFthe saddle covers had been
used from the start, or better still, ifa pneu-
m atic saddle to which the rider had grown
accustomed, there would be far more sense,
and fat more chance of the rider going
through without that most killing trouble,
bad saddle bruising.

Berks and Oxon ChomplDnshlps.

The Berks. Oxon, and South Bucks
Centre championships, have been fixed at
1 5 & 10 miles The two former will pro-
bably be tun off at Slough on August gth.
and the 10 at Reading on July 24th.

Out for the century records.

A siS'.LE and a tandem are both going
for records in the Anerley too this Satur-
day aiternoon.if theelements are favourable.
The race starts at Herne Hill track at 3.13,
and is a handicap for very valuable prizes,
presented by the president, Mr. R. H. Fry.

Barden's British mile.

At the conclusion of the Catford Club’s
evening meeting, last Wednesday, Barden
rode a pac” flying start mile in i.go”™,
which is European record. Pern Coleman
and Powell timed. Catford track and cement
can now claim credit for the fastest
ridden in thiscountry.

mile

An unfounded yarn.

It has been stated more than once, in
print, that there was a rumour at Putney,
during the Anerley 24, that Fontaine had
been professionalised just before the race,
but was allowed to start to prevent a rum-
pus with the crowd, and that therefore,
although first in the race, he would not take
the cup. We are able to state thatno offi-
cial of the club heard the slightest whisper
of any such rumour, and that Fontaine was
not professionalised, and that he will lake
the magnificent cup, and the prize, and the
medal, which be so fairly won.

The Queroaey Sports.

Sui ESB weather, a clinking gate, people
beginning to gather as early as 11.30,
characterised the Midsummer Sports of the
Guernsey C.C. AIf. Duquemiii, with two
previous wins, won the the challenge cup out-
right; T. Pike, with two wins also to his
credit, falling with S. Duquemin; Good, of
the Catford. with one win, being no good on
this occasion . Burge, of the Poole
W heelers, winning lap prize. Time, 5 miles,
13 i-S. | mile handicap was wen by E. A.
Best, and the ‘'-mile scratch by T. Pike.
The otherwise excellence of the cinder
track is marred by the '"Eishopborough"
style of banking, which is dangerous to
strangers, and occasioned some nasty fells,"”
the locals, with extensive training, knowing
how to negotiate difficulties.

COMING RACE MEETINGS.

Cut™piud by Jambs

PATB. \ PLACE. PROMOTEaa.

Jpdy 1>« Diss A.A. Sports

f * KcrneHill 1PolytechnicC.C.
t

» 1 CnGord ; Catford C.C.

rl-.lc.ford . ?:ssexC. & A A.

i CiriiiiAby ; Nautilus C.C.
I a= Widnn Widnes C.C.
,, 13 Hlackburn Rovers F. & A. L

Offcisl Hundicapper, N.C.V.i i6, Kilmori® Ready Foreal Hill, S.E.

ftECBETARYS KAMB AMP

ADSRX89 OBER EVEKTS.

. F. X Smith, Mere St., 40Open Cycle Races

Dias
C. G.Vallancey, j

Re- I».rr.5.)H.
gent St., W- 1m. <Centre C’slup. «
~m.scr.,and | m. H.
(unlicensed)
mjas. Blair, Catford e Hours Cash Conte»i
; Sports Ground, Cat*
| ford, S.E

I m. H.
5 Open C>cle Racea

‘' R. Cook, Chelmaford
TheSec,,pilCleethorpc
Rd., CriioBby.

‘j. W. Davies,
vrorth, Widnes
\T. B- MitchelL «, New-
waierSt., Blackburn

Fam- sandim. H.

tand am. H.
5a. sec

UaJeas otherwise stated allraces are open to Licensed Amaiean and bicycles as per N.C.U definition.

H i~rdic*p.

T.S.—'Tandem Safety.

To *day (Saturday, July dthj.—Manchester Wheelers at Manchester; E. C. U. at Wo” Green;
llkestonB.C, at llkeston: Scarborongh C.C. at Scarboroogh ; Stockton C.C. at Stockton ;

Derby Charity Sports at Derby.



THE CATFORD CLIMB.

li was quite like old times to find the
Catford on the road again last Saturday, the
occasion being their annual hill-climbiijg
com petition, held, this year, at their
original spot, Westerham. A magnificent
entry of 31 men had been secured, and,
after the necessary formalities of weighing
and checking gear had been gone through
at the "Crown.’ 22 of the entry started;
the most notable absentees being Wale, of
I-'olkestone, who had ricked his back, and
K. W . Knight, whowasreported in fine form,
but, for some unknown reason. ltcenseless.
O f the starters no less than

18 REACHED THE TOP

and even the failures got up as far as the
last comer. The strong wind on the riders’
backs had something to do with this large
measure of success. F W. Crewe, Victoria
Ramblers, won the scratch competition, his
lime being 4.40.J; he rode a Quadrant with
Dunlops. J. l'arsley, Surrey W heelers was
second in 4.501, and won the handicap with
25 secs, start. This rider rode one of his
own machines, an Encore with Palmers,
and wood rims, and, considering the work it
was put to, it is truly a remarkable fact that

THE MACHINE WEIGHED ONLY 18 LBS.

The third man was P. Shrapnei, Anglo-
Irish C.C., 4.51.~. 0on a Swift with Dunlops
All the gears wereeover Oo. Shrapnel was
also second in the handicap, and F 'K
Giblin, Poly, third. W . S. Holding timed
the start, E. A. Powell the finish ; J. B.
Slimon was hon. sec., Blair pusher-off-in-
chief, and C. VV. Haxcung judge.

After seven tries.

The Aniield too course.

From official measurement it appears the
new course used by the Anfield B.C. for the
100miles invitation race last 'Whit-Monday
issome 3 miles over measure, which fact goes
to prove the assertion that this course is as
fast as any to be found in the North, and
not 80 far behind the best course on the
North Road.

A Five Miles mixed.

The five miles paced race for the cham-
pionship of the I'oly. C C. to be run off at
the Poly, festival at Herne Hill, oa July
13th, promises to be an event of exer-
tionalinterest, as in -it the numerous cracks
whoown allegiance to this, theleadingracing
club, both of the licensed and unlicensed
persuasions, will meet and do battle for Ihe
gr~t honour. The public should bear in
mind the fact that the Poly, sportsmen are
invariably to the front as attractions at
other meetings through the season, and if
forthis reason alone the crack club deserves
to be thoroughly well supported on the 13th.

F. W. Crewe, who won the Catford hill-

climb on Saturday, is a consistent tryer
having started in all the seven of the com”
petitions,but never before doing better than
a third and fourth place. In road racing
he has “ea very successful, and has in fos
I"session some 70 piizes, nearlyall won on
the yoeen’s highway,
Tettoi rad 09 off.

Team racing seems to be in a rather poor
way at present, judging fay the competition
47~ " Athletic News " shield which .was
decided at the M AC. Summer sports last
Saturday, at Falfomfield. O f the five teams
entered two failed toturn out, and the loafing
was so pronounced that one of the heats
was declared void and ordered to be re-run
The Oldham Racing C.C. won the shield by
securing three firsts out of as many heats.

Licensed and | niicensed at Exeter.

The Exeter Charity Sports were held on
Mturday last at the Ceunty Grounds
Exeter. The J-mile handicap was w.
easily by R, A Lee, 70 yds.; E. C. Burrell

yds., second; T. J. Brodribb, 55 yds.
ird: time 1.5J. The i mile handicap was
gso won easily by R, A. Lee with 130 yds ;
D -'luiier. 75 yds . second; O. F. Harrl-
125 yds.. being,third. time z.iqf. The
mmile unlicensed handicap. T. Aram t;

yds firet; P. W. Brjwn, scratch, second;
J; E. Ridout, «o yds, third; time z.2i3
Half-raile West of England championship,
a', fifSL F. G. Bri“bury second.

The 10 miles
~atch unliceofrd was rather tame, being
p.~6y P. \y Brown, Polytechnic; F

second; and

fop prize and

bten”~iwkf Polytechnic,

F.'"W. CREWE.

WINNER OK CATFORD CLIMB.
rhoia. Av ,¥r.J. IClsdin, Alma B.

No sportsman.

mm'VE got you beat!" Such was the un-
sportsraan-like remark the winner yelled to
the second manon passing thewinning postal
a provincial face meeting on Saturday, both
competitors hailing from a neighbouring
town.

Big smash at the Raveasbourne.

The Ravensbourne Club held their twenty
fourth meeting at Lee Green, on Satnrday:
four open cycle events being included in a
big club programme. F. \f, Platt, South
Roads, 15a yds , won the mile handicap ; R.
A. Marples, Bromley, 20 yds., second; A.
H Bailey, Mid-Surrey, 100 yds., third A.
J. Watson, Poly,,won the hsdf-milescratch,
A. Borton, Uxbridge C.C.. second; H. E.
Hiil, Silverdale tWrd. Watson also won
the 2 mlles'specialrace, putup insteadof the
5, the two Silverdalers, Thistleton and Hill,
being second and third. In the discarded
5miles some 12 men fell together, or dashed
into the officials; wounds and smashed
machines being afterwards discovered in
numerous quantities.

N.R. Club so.

The first North Road Club 50 to be trans-
ferred from the road to the track was run
off at Wood Green on Saturday, before a
large company. A fine field of 26 started,
and A. F, llsley, who was to the front from
Ilhe start, finally won. with a good lead, in
2..5.221: S. J, Prevost, second, just over a
minute behind ; and T, G. King, Jun., third

in 29.17, Prevost, with 2 mins., won the
handicap: Ilsley, scratch, second and
D. M, Weigel, 8 mins., third- llsley used

Palmer tyres.
Drowned out.

T he Manchester City Police Sports were
held at Failowfield last Wednesday when
one of the largest gates yet seen at the
M A C. track was secured, but lhe meeting
was brought to an abrupt termination by a
ihun.derstorm. The only final run off was
the 2 miles handicap, won by A, E. Mav-
co”, 230 yds.; T. Davies, zro yds., second
and G. E. Lowe, 250 yds., third; the re-
maining events are postponed for the next
few weeks, when, with the addition of a few
more events, the police authorities will pro-
mote a second meeting,

Coventry Road Club 12 hours’ race.

It is (juite an unique achievement for one
man, in the course of seven days, to win a i
and a 50 miies championship, and a hotly
~Dlested 12 hours' path race, A. Ford of
Coventry, consummated this series’ of
victories last Saturday by wiDning the 12
hours' race promoted by the Coventry
Roads Club, and in so doing'clearly estab-
lished a claim to be considered the best all-
round licensed rider in the Midlands The
rampetitors were A Ford, Coventry Roads
Club; C. Chappie, Putney A.C.; H. Dub-
bin, Putney A .C.: Sultzberger, Surrey B.C
R. G. Atkinson, Leicesler; R Powell
Cweutry R.C, : T.St.J. Hagoall, Coventry"'
W A Warner. Warwick; V. O'Halloran,

Oxford; F- Robb, Coventry; S Hat
ton, Coventry; and W. Wi illadsen.

BC.: L. Neujean. C. G. Grey,
and \V. Williamson were ncMi-starters

The race began, after a shower of rain, at
8 10 a.m. Ford immediately 'forced the
pace, and getting first behind the p.iclng
tandem, immediately left the other com-
petitors, and had nearly lapped most of
them before another landem was procured
From the start he gave no one a chance,
and at the end of the first hour was 2 laps
ahead of Chappie, the distances of the first

th ~ being: Ford 22i miles,Chappie srJ
mies. Dubbin 21! miies. In the second
hour Ford gained two more laps, and
scored 44J miles, Sultzberger. three laps

behind, being second. At 92 miles acropper
occurred, in which were involved Baguall
Willadsen, Bradford, and Warner- Brad”®
ford retiring shortly after, and the rest con-
tinuing. Ford reached his 100 miles in 4 44
stiU riding strongly and easily, 200 miles
werecovered by Ford, amidst great enthu-
siasm. in the ~and lime of 9,39 414; he
had now put six miles between himself and
Chappie, and the issue was no longer in
doubt. Though he was not pressed. Ford
putover 20 miles into the last hour, and at
pistol-fire was found to have coierefi 246
miles, 240 yards, beating the world's cinder
path record by some 6 miles; he was timed
to cover his last complete lap in 34J secs.
Chappie, who finished game”, scored 238J

miles. Dubbin 234" miles. W aiter Philfips
and M. J. Schulte were the chief judges,
and H. Sturmey was timekeeper. The

event excited great interest in the City, and
Ford's win was very popular.
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HURET'S WONDERFUL RECORD.

{From cur Pari® Cokrefiondunt.)

T hu talk of the week io France and
throughout the cycling world has been
Huiet's phenomenal performance in the

Bo!d'Or 24 hours' race To beat Shorland’s
world record by 55 miles is, of course, no
mean achievement, and it is not to be won-
dered that many people have been surprised.

Still, I think that the English Press in
general have made a mistake in casting
doubts upon the performance. Speaking

frankly, | must say this has created a bad
impression among French cyclists, and it is
calculated to dosome harm to the friendship
which exists at present between the two
nations. I have always been an admirer
of English sport in general and therefore
can

JUDO.E THE CASE WITH ALL FAIRNESS.

Now many people here are pointing out
that whenever a startling record has been
made in France, its authenticity has been
doubted in England.

W Mie, on the contrary, whenever a
record is made in England, it is always
accepted here without the slightest doubt.

For instance, last year when Huret
bettered Shorland's record by over 50
miles, several English papers did say that

they could not believe such a wonderful
feat. 'Well, three weeks after, Shorland did
stiil belter, and then everyone had to come
10 the conclusion that Hurei's records were
possible 1 PV
To come to the actual way in which tbe

last Bol d'Or race was timed, and laps
ABSENT
McToff
McTof’;" -~rtn.i ni..
gL j “Why, ior lummy, cap'n, so it is.

'adn’'t a spoke !

mcech-.Ki, and leaving Ms old ctoeh in ttsplace/.N— "

1 scored, I do not believe there ever was a 24

hours’ race more serionsly organised. It is
true
TUB TIMS WAS NOT TAKEN I XL 1 LAI'

to the end, as the French Union rules do not
require it for a 24 hours’ event.

Timekeepers took the times every lap np
to 100 kilometres, then every kilometre (3
laps) from 100 to 300 kilometres, and after-
wards every 10 kilometres to the end. But
two secretaries were in attendance through-
out in lhe timekeepers' pen and scored tmy
lap so as to enable the timekeepers to per-
form. This was independent of the lap-
scorers, who were 20 in- all, thus twofor tach
compititor. and kept a different list.

Therefore. Huret’s table was k™t hy four
people throughout, and

ALL AOREED TO A LAP,

although they were not near one another.

So much for the way in which the race
was timed and laps scored. But there is
another proofwhich, although purely moral,
is important enough ; the French Union
(U .V.F.) has already passed all the records,
after a careful examination.

In conclusion, allow me to say the Itnion
has. as Records Comm ittee, men who would
never vouch for any performance if its
genuineness was not above the slightest
suspicion, the same as the people acting on
the N.C.U. Committee.

It remains, therefore, a deep regret for me
that some doubts have been expressed on
the performance of a man who. last year,
earned the sympathy of all English cyclists

by bis chivalrousconduct towards Shorland’

(The above was crowded outlast week.—
Ed.)

MINDED.

fexntedU . to suspuious looking iniitulntd, detected in the Ottof iralkcng of with tkl

1 say. that's

Now, I shouldn't bev noticed it hif yer

THE HILL-CLIMBING
TION AT

COMPETI
(JINFORD-LE-HOLE.

By I'. L. \Va]l

T was the first
affair of the sort
they had ever pro-
moted at the Inter-
esting country vil-
lage of Binford-le-
Hole. They arenot
quite sure when
mey will have an-
otherone. Yousee,
itwas like this; Al-
bert Edward Oop-
legs, the village
champion, had a
note from his firm
saying that they
thought if he and
his friends could
little open competition
on Buckup Hill, further arrange that the
first, second, and third man should be
mounted on the celebrated
machines,
some

arrange a nice

“ Slowcum ”
and afterwards send the firm
unsolicited testimonials, — welt,
they thought there would be money in
it.

Albert Edward Ouplegs considered
m atters for a bit, and he thought so too.

He was bellows-blower to the local
blacksmith, and earned five shillings a
week. He alsowasanoted local racing

man, competing at all the country race
meetings on a thirty-guinea machine.
Funny, isn't it ? But the N.C.U. were
very nice in those days and never asked
people stupid questions. Think itwould
hardly pay the makers to subsidize so
insignificant a personage as a
champion,eh ?
the makers as
found it pay.

Albert Edward had a consultation
next day with his two pals, Ahimelech
Buggins and Jimmy Spadger, the captain
and secretary of the Hinford C.C., and
they decided

mTHEY COVLD WORK THINGS JI ST RIGHT.

village
Well, ftwasn't so much
the that

bookm akers

; - Yus,” said Alliert, "hi reckon we
mken work this 'ere fake heasy as boozin".
. Tell yer wotwe’'ll do; we'll fix a weight
limit of forty pounds as the lightest
machine wot ken compete, and then
we'il git three Slowcum racers and fill
hup the diagonals with swan shot. The
seat pins I™in’ open ended, and the
toobes werry big, we ken heasy git enuff
in ter hrlog hup the weight ter forty.
We ‘'as 'em weighed and examined
orright, but wen we gits ter the footer
the hill we just turns’em upside down
to hoilthe chain. The shot'll drop out
inter the ditch, and then; why ef we
can't whop them femokcstone fellers
with machines fifteen pounds lighter, we
oughterjump in the sewage tank 1”

So they appointed ajudge,timekeeper,
starter, and marshals, advertised the
affair all over the villagi and in the
cycling papers ; and eveiy evening the



club turned out en masse to train upon
the bill. As the local bookmaker, who
was taken into their confidence, had
immediately offered a ten guinea first

prize, entries poured in from all parts.
Oure and Moswald were corning over
from Smokestone, H. S. R. Walker,
from W estbourne Park, Slangster, from
Grassminster, and all the known hill-
climbing cracks in the country. One
evening Albert Edward, with his Slow-
cura racer, got out on Biickup Hill
somewhat earlier than usual. He saw
a tall youth, without coat or cap. just

starting to ride up, and knew him (o be
Moswald, of Smokestone, the recognised

champion at this sort of thing. '‘Ah,”
thought Albert, “ 'ere's the cove wot
hi ve got to lick. Ef hi can honly 'aog

on ter 'lin hi wins heasy 1"

He set his teeth and ground up the
hill after the Smokestone rider. The
latter, being upon a forty-two pound
roadster, seemed to find it very heavy
work, and his efforts to shake off the
yokel, on his racer, proved abortive.
When they got to the stiff bit Albert
spurted, ~loswald rode all out, getting
off his saddle and standing on the

Smokestone fashion, but
he utterly failed to
and Albert went
Then Mos-

pedals, in the
N1 to no purpose;
hold the light racer,
strwghlaway and left him.
wald dismounted, and

WALKED BACK, DOWN THE HILL. WITH A
CUNNING SMILE
on his face.
H'm 1" said he to himself, “ heads
L Anyhow | can give that fat-
headed chawbacon a hundred yards up
hereif I hurry myself. That's certain!"

Then Moswald went home to tea,
and Albert Edward Ouplegs, half deli-
nous with delight, went back to the

u Huggins and Spadger
tap-room of the “ British Work-

boys 1" he cried, “ hoiVe
‘'ere Smokestone toff ali

“Hooray,
whopped that

ler nts. Hoi ken give that 'ere Moswald
N nuadred yards hup the 'ill any day.
»ou ken whop 'im, too, both on yer.
riiki ff. hi knooed hi eonld run

*'A7 from ’imhon fhafere Slow-

1" SCO uphill at a
riir. u’ ‘' Whoy, hi ken shu-nt
wlrn ® durned 'Ul, like as hif it
‘nw V- Sround ! and hi perceives as
9trii7 certain to win this ‘ere cUmb.

me hup a gum tree, hif hi don’t!
SnorU® I"osey and

°

this tim r"w °.
X®SOta surer thing than

sgnarin' if

a r r i v e d ‘b®day of the race
Snad Albert Edward, Buggins, and
ever/”~ had backed theinJives for
come?n”™**'® had In the.world, to

*hree. The book-
K ith Snorkerson. went
offerin™Jn'~ ‘he contest,
which against Meswald,
the bettTn r ‘~"“® -“P *hh alacrity by
By fivl hom Smokestone
turned ‘he entire village had
Urned out upon Bucknp Hill, michines

were weighed and checked by the judge,
and the Slowcum machines all went 45
ibs. each. Everything being quite in
order. Albert Edward Ouplegs laid his
machine somewhat carelessly clown in
the long grass under the roadside hedge,
«ind when the starter called bis name,
and he went over to pick it up again, it
had diminished in weight to the tune of
fifteen or twenty pounds. The wind was
blowing somewhat strongly down the
hill, and the first man. Spadger, had a
decidedly hard struggle over the stiff
bit. Albert Edward started next, and
amid great cheering from his fellow-
clitbmen and villagers, reached the sum -
mit in a desperately baked condition,
but having sustained a fair pace all
through. Thentremendous cheers arose
from' the Smokestone crowd, and up
from the valley below the tail form of
the champion, Moswald, came flying at
unearthly speed. Up the heights he
came
LIKE A CONDOR OF THE ANDES,

and spurning the dostin clouds from his

flying wheels as he sped through the
wind, finished quite as fast again, as
Albert had done. Snorkerson, who,

watch in hand, had carefully noted both
ascents, realised that the game was up,
and immediately sneaked offto the rail-
way station.

The rest of the competitors followed
at intervals; by seven oc”ock the con-
test was finished, and the timekeeper
published the result; it, came out, Moa-
wald, first.Oure, of Smokestone, second,
and Slangster, Grassminster Ramblers,
third. Then came eleven other riders
from London, Smokestone, Cantor, and
Doverbury, and last of ali, fifteenth, six-
teenth, and seventeenth, the
Abimelech Buggins,James Spadger, and
Albert Edward Ouplegs.

The state of mind this indi-
vidualwasin when heread theresultcan
only be compared to a tiger with a lin
pot strapped to its tail. First he cursed
at the timekeeper, and swore that the

latter

whole thing was a eonspiracj- against
him; next he affirmed furiously that
Oure and Moswald had screwed up the

bearings of his machine, so that the
back wheelwouldn't go round ; lastly he
concluded that Ike Mosey had sold him
over the affair, and, unfasteningthe valve
ot his backwheeltyre, he let the air out,
and, pointing to it whenever he met a
sym pathiser, declared that Mosey had
punctured his tyre just before hestarted
up the hill.

* Put some beer in it. ole son ! said
a Smokestone man, who overheard him.

" By the time 'ee settles hup over this

little job,” remarked another, with a
grin, ‘ee won't 'ave the price ofa pint
about’'im 1"

Cursing inwardly, Albert and his

friends went back to Binford-le-Hole.
In the High Street they saw a crowd of
people running away in consternation
from

A HORRIBLE-LOOKING OBJECT,

half man, half bird,
them with frantic

that was pursuing
gesticulations. It

names o f '

—

proved to be none other than the unfor-
tunate bookmaker, lke Mosey, who,
unable to escape with Snorkerson, had
been set upon by an angry mob, and
thrown bodily into a reservoir upon the
Binford Sewage Farm. Covered, from
head to foot, with the most abominable
filth on earth, and with handfuls of
feathers, which had been thrown at him,
sticking here and there, so that be
looked like a great brown chicken, halt
plucked, Mosey rushed up to Albert
and dealt him a blow on the nose, which
sent him sprawling.

“Sold me, did yer?" he screeched,
taking a running long jump into the
back wheel of Albert's Slowcum racer,
breaking the frame and smashing the
spokes, "Yah! you darned bow-legged,
beak-nosed monkey you! Hi'll sker-
wash yer. hiwilll and, amid screams of

laughter from the onlookers, the worthy
pair rolled over and over upon the
ground, scratching, biting, and kicking.

Ultim ately the local policeman
appeared wupon the scene, drew his
truncheon, and ordered them to march
to the station. There he cleaned them
down with the fire engine hose,and then
lodged them in the cells. They got
fourteen days for fighting, and, after
that, the N.C.U. passed sentence oftwo
years’' suspension for fraud upon Albert
Edward Ouplegs. Then he turned pro-
fessional. I saw him at Bore Court,
Spittingbourne, last W hit-Monday.
Snorkerson was there too, and | asked
him what the odds were. * Hidunno,”
he replied, dubiously, *hi reckon ’ee
‘ave nearly finished workin’ up his start,
but hi hain’'t never goin’to beton that
feller no more!”

W here to learn.

Tub lvnightsbridge Skaiiog Rink, the
finest covered riding school in I™jndon, and
whose principal object is, we uoderstacd, to
teach ladies the art of cycling, has just
made arrangements to use noother machines
but Rudge-Whitworths for their riding
lessons.' As an evidence of the activity
that exists in this branch of gymnastic
instruction, we may add that the above-
named school has six professors, the whole
of whose time is booked three days in
advance.

steering locks.

Considering its advantages, it is surpris-
ing to notice how little the steering lock has
come into use, and how few men regard it
with enthnsiastic favour. The presentbuilt,
up cycle frame, with its equal size wheels,
thus bringing the machine into moreperfect
balance, has greatly curtailed the nuisance
of the front wheel swinging round the mo-
ment the machine has b”~ome stationary,
and is notcontrolled at thehandlebar. Thus
one object of the steering lock h « partly,
and to all practical purposes, been fulfill™,
by building up the frame, and owing more
particularly, of course, to the equal size
wheels which are now generally in vogue.
The steering lock, however, ha.? much to re-
commend it. It guards the machine, to a
certain extent, from the cycle thief, and a
man who leaves his machine a great deal
unguarded in the gutters of busy streets,
must find the contrivance a very great con-
‘eenience.



AND

Answe

K.E. Hicks (Rftmsgftte). —Not equftl to Singer’s
P. r. crayix>n icambfidge),—a very reiiabi©
machine.

brRiHTfift ~Hurslem),—The machine named !a
an excellentone.

K.J. S. (London) —Voti should coaault a doctor
upon such a matter.

E.J. Watsom {Norwich).—Letts k Sons, 3, Royal
'senanre, London, E.C.

0. M. N, Plymouth*.—We regret to say we can-
not make such an appointment at present.

F..W.D, (Southall),—We have no knowledge of
the firm named, and cannot answer for their
goods”™

eeUvajGHT" (BrifitoD—We think you can get
whatvon reoDire from Mr. damage, nolborn, Lon-
don, E.C.

W. D WilLLovGHuv (Chiswick)—r.
i. About 63.
the Rover.

FovL (Barrow-on-T”~e).—Unless it bears the
name of tbe North British Rubber Co , itis nota
genuine Clincher tyre.

PsHroLO (Sydenham).—We cannot reeommend
either of Che machines yoa name, and think yon
would be better suited with an Dixum.

“Si*g** (London).—"Conld any of your readers
give anyinformation on the Belgium roads from Os-
tend 10 the Ardennes and Ardennes to Antwerp? ”

“ KisixosE ” proposes to tour from Cork round
the South and West Coasts of Ireland to Belfast,
and would he glad of any mfornation as to routes,
roads, hoteis, etc. Is acycling guide book of Ire-
lan<”ablished?

“ Conti«EHtal” (“ndonl writes—*“ We should
very much like to Wow if any ot your readers
have crossed Belgium from Ostend to Colc”e
and if ~ whether they could give us the route
tl)xy D'Ok, and let us know the condition ol the
roads,"

May DsooaKE IBarnwood).—“Perhaps your cor-
respondentwould like to try the effect of a piece of
elastic on the skirt fastened to a button on tbe shoe
for keeping the dress in posttkin. The elastk

would, ofcourse be put onso as not to show.—A
Doran.

J. HoTTiiAX (London) writes-1 am thinking
orgoine down to Walcote, near Lutterworth, Lei*
ceaterabire, would any of your namernus readers
kindlyinform trreof the mostdirect route from Lon-
don to there, and also the best way from Fenge to
London, so as to avoid the stone cobbles.”

‘Penzance*® (Penzance) writes asfollows-“ 1
wish to have some good ideas respecti(”;ch«eeear*
mr ol tbe skirt of a lady’s dress when ndii™ a
safety bicycle and thought | mightget some from

iDOr some of the readers of yourvaluable p*pcr.

ahonld be glad ofsome good practical id”s.

A.E.J. (London) writes “ | should be very
aach obliged rf any reader conJdd afford some in-
formation as to the ~ad Irom Dronlbeim (North
Norwav,Co Christiania. A friend and myM If intend
doing the trip by Wilson Lme to l)rontheia,
and returningto Cnristiania <« rWe, 350m iles;that
I know, but csn get no particnlars, aa to gradienis,
surface, Ac.”

Clinchers.
.1. Yes, svc can strongly recoramend

F. E. Teed (llkeston) is answered
Market Tlar« as follows by H. Towsey:— “In
boro’ to reply to Mr. F. £. Teed’s (Tlkeston)
Bedford. inquiry in this week’s ‘Cycling*
for cbe best route between Market
Harboro* and Bedford, I am very pleased to re-
coamend the following— MarEet Harboro* to Koth-
well.  There is avery fine old church here (Roth*
well) and if your correscndenc has time, 1 ~ould
moat certaicly advise film to pay it a visit, es-
pecially if he nas aliking for the gruesome or the
antiqoe. The church is very aadent, and the sex-
ton will be very pleased (o show him all there is
worth seeing, especially the cr*pt cmderneath the
charcb which is piled, shoulder bigh, with human
bones and skulls. Hewill here getas fioe a lectore
oaauacoiByasHecouldwish for. From there to Ket-
tering, and if refreshments are wanted, call at the
‘“CrosB Keys" Coffee Tavern (tst and 3rd clase
diningrooms) ; the manager being a practical cy-
clist,he will get well catered for. From tbe Coffee
Tavern keep straighton through Rushden, and then
forward co Bedford. The roadaareverygood all the
way,and there areno hillsworthmentjooing iwas
over this road at Whitsun, and can well recom*
mend it.”

C.H.P.(London)—We do not know it.

A. K, Marsh iNewcastle-on*Tyne). —i.
Pneumatic Brake Co., Manchester,
will give it you.

,M B. (balicoals, Ayrshire).—The method you
refer to is a vel7good one, but a Uttle oil should be
used occasionally.

Wi.*«stADE<London).—We place Che machines as
follows r, 3,a, 4. No. a is certainly not such a
hirh grade as No. I.

J. fioTTHAK (London).-If, a* you SJ’ you have
a guarantee from the firm yoa should persistin
your effbrta to get the repairs done free of charge.

G.W.L (* **—),—Rules are made to be complied
with. You do not give either your name or ad-
dress, and we must therefore ignore year letter.

H. K. F. (London'.—X ICis a matter o1 perdsonal

a

Kitchen’s
s. The firm

tirely ofyour own accord. 7
we shoiifd say certaioly not.
Amterossi (London)—I.
;ear, we think, a. We would advise s-ia. tyre* to
Soth wheels. 3. We should think the route named
would certainly be the most direct.

CvcLO (Chesbam).—We think it would be belter
to have Dunlopsi they will be worth the extra
money. We can stroogly recominead the XL
cycles« Itis certainly much more reliable than the
others named.

F. Roucrs (FTiatol) —The machine should not
weigh more than about 30 Ibs., and we think the
(iranvijle would anit you best of those named.
Coventry Will be quite sufGdent addreas for the
firm referred to

Bisx'* (Brlstol) —Having no knowledge what-
ever of your constitution, we can hardly see how
we are in a position to adV|se you on such a sub*
ject. A good manyriders use (he higher gear, but
we telieve et tq ™ quite high enough.

Ljfax (Halifax). >Thanksforw ur good opinions.
We ire glad to know that tne supplement so
favourably loipi‘essed you; we have some better
oned coming atong. We are sorry to say we cannot
give you the desired particulars concerning tbe
toQr referred to,

AW 010 Rsadasr (Bristol).—We thank you for
your aaggobtion, and hasten to say thatwe cannot
see our way to entertain it. We are unfortunately
fairly well m touch with very amateurish artists at
the presenttime, and have no wish to encourage
otberswf iheir kidney,

G.J. Moroan (London)—* I ahall feel obliged if
you, orany of your readers, ran give me the naine
of the patentee, and (ull particulars of a patent in
which one of the lubes, forming the frame of a
bicycle,was utilised as a pump for filling Che pneu-
matic tyres."

“JukBo” (WedneabiiryV—r. s8 Ibs. a. At Bir-
midghera, Rudge-Whitworth, Ltd.;atWolverhamp-
ton, johaMarston, Ltd. 3. Whatdo you mean by
pattern ? If you giveyour height when ordering
the machine, the makers will ouild itaccording to
yonr requirements. 4, 56 or

H EADUASTER (&l«atord) writes as follows - “Will
sooie reader kindly inform me through yonr paper,
if the roads in the neighbourhood of Livik in Nor-
way, are suitable for cycling. Ulvik is situated on
the Ulvik Fjord, which is a branch of the Ose

. Being quite anknown

79 would be a suitable

Fjord; Ulvik is some «o Kngllsh miles Doin Voe*.

sevangeo, where the railwayof Bergen ends."
SoirTURY (London).—The chain yon name does
notdiffer m any particular to the ordinary chain.
The fact is only mentLOoed to prove rheexcellence
of tbe chain by standing such tests. You appear
to be wofdily ignorant on cycling matters. As
gards the Grose gear-case, we advise you to write
to Mr. J. Grose, Gold Street, Northampton, who
will give yon all the information yon desire.
Cyc&tng (KastDliss, Hants) comes

Music along with tbe following sugges-
as you tion, tbe absnrdicy of which -we
go. leave oar readers to express them

selves upon. was in conversa-
tion with a professor of music the other day on cy-
cling. we both are very fond of cycling, andbe was
saying what a good idea it would be if someone
invented music on wheels. Say a club, each one
had hit bell tuned to one note of music, by a
Uttie practice they would know what aote their
bell was tuned to and when to tingit. Itwoold
soaad rather nice, we should be able to give our
wayside fi'ienda the (waits) then."

carter (Wellingborougb).—Peiry’achain, do-m.

*A. Banks (London).—you could h*\*e a fixed
Palmer fitted.
leiyOjREE

Rudge-Whbilworth.
<L.'hiAINa8 (London).-They are leldoni geared
her, and more olten not so high.
r ANKER.—Once more we repeat we can take no
notice whaier'er of ancttymous letters.
F,D.P.(Penarth).-l1t willcost you a great de»l|
more to claim damages than yoa would be likely
to get.
A Novice (London).—We do not advise yoa to
havesuch a contrivance. The combination is never

(Llanfyrnach).—We believe U is a

hi

satisfactory. . ..

T 1. P. ?IPIymouth'.—We adviSA you to have No.
3 machine fitted with Clincher f . is. The makers
would follow your specification exactly.

F. H. Grey (45 King Henry's walk, Balls
Fond, N.) wants to know of a club in the neigh-
bourhood of Dalston or Stoke Newington.

F.F..WiLKiNs *I™ondon).— The ideaseemsallnght
from the drawings, bat it is always difficult to say
how these thing* will turn outin practice.

H.B.B. I.iLaling).—We believe it to be a good
machine, Inouropinion ihe gear you name is too
high for all round road w;ork—64 would be quite
high enou%

msterdam) —1I, No, they have no repu-
tation whatever. We do not advise you on any
account to purchase, s. The same remark applies
tothe tyres you name.

“ Speer-Wornshipper” (Newmarket).—11 Mfould
cost you moreto inake it ihan to bay itready made.
We advise yoa to get a supply of Homocea, as ad-
vertised in our colomna. .,

M.Y.C. (Leicester),— 1. Yea, we should think so.
a. We are'inclined to agree with whatyou have
been told regarding Brooks'a B 28, and can cer-
tainly recommend tliis saddle

CAStevinv?r (London).-1, Abonl» or72. a
About 60 Ibs. 1. Dunlops. Our cotTespondent
would be glad if any reader would give him a good
ronte to I"eat karmouth.

. stevens (34 Leinster Square, Hayswater)
ewants to join a club in that quarter. We cannot
understand your 1lllustration of the ponch, and do
not remember aver to have seen such a thing.

J. loNES (Excelsior C.C.),-Thanks for your
letter. Alas we know there are disgrsces to the
sport to be found almoftteverywhere,and wenever
hesitate to bring tiislr misdeeds to light whenever
possible.

Gear Box" (Frome, Somerset). -T he machines
named in the first part of your letter are quite re-
liable, a* also are those referred to m the: latter

mait ; the special Humber at £is being particu-
farly%ood value

H.E. OSEORBE (Londc«> wants to know of a
rood cycling club aomewhere near Highbury or
Barnsbory. His address is 99, Georges Road.
Perhaps acme enierprising secreury will try to
capture this member

J. (Abei”~venny).-It surprises us thst you
should have torwarded your wheels to somebody
absolutely unknown to you, and the only thing we
can advise you to do is to put the matter in the
hand* of your solicitor.

A.J.L. BIRNEY <Beale) —Youwould havesaved a
lot oflime by writing direct to the makers of the
lyre That 15 all we can advise yoa to do now.
How on earth do you suppose that we can
give a reason for any defect m the goods they
manufacture.

G. Broome, (Clifton). —We can find ao lauJt with
your speC|f|cat|on Try oneof Edwards's corruga-
ted covers. TheGreat Eastern Railway Co, would
rive you the information you require as to costof
carriage, Of coarse, ifyoa accompany the bicycle
there -will be noneed to pack itin a crate

MaNCUHIah iManchester).—Suchb action on the
part of the cycle firm is certainly most reprehen-
sible, and Ifsuch aliberty had been taken with a
machine of oars, we should most certainly be
highly indignant. Legal ptoeeedinga in such a
matter, however, would be very co*tly, bnt we
strongly advise you to consult a solicitor, and get
him to communicaie with Ihe firm with 1 \"ew to
sscertainingwhat they propose to do. ne ahajl be
glad to know the ontcome ofthis action.

tiOTICEcMWt art alwan hatpy tc rtfily to au
sU*nt* addrttitd io ui on mawWr* conntctta mttM
Ike sport, Pmsiimty or trade. It mustbe disUnetly
uncUraioo/, however, that owing to ikt large num-
berofinquiries which reach us, we eannoi tn every
ease re”y atonce, butwe alwaysendeavour toanswer
queries as soon aspossible.

Corres~"denis can send any tn~nines to us for
iMserlion m this eoiumnwiih aview to oseeriatntng
in/ermatiOH from any 0/ our readers whose ex-
periences render them capable 0/ gtomg it. Under
no circumstances whatever can we rtply tbroagh
tbe post to inquiries of any descrsfiton.

Vndei no areumstances can ue ttfly to
mous correspondents, flame andaddiess should
accompany every inquiry 43 a gnarantee of good
fatih.





