FACT!

Gullibds — " What do yon consider the most reliable plan to avoid punctures?’
Cyniccs. " Carry a repairing plant with you. old f'lI'r. ; never known to fail yet!"

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



ROMSEY-IN-THE-MUD.

By Charles G. Harper.

Scarcely a pretty name,—is it? Nor one very happily
descriptive at times and seasons when wheelmen most do
fare forth upon the roads. Romsey, in Hampshire, and
situated upon a good hard road, does not look more muddy
than many another place, nor, indeed, anything like so miry
as some. Butthen,Winter, they say who should knotv, tells
a different tale, and those who know best must necessarily
be the people who live there, year in aod out; the very
people who. half affectionately, half satirically have affixed
this epithet to Romsey’s name. Therefore, let me give its
local style and title to this article, rather than the more
prosaic and less descriptive name, by which it is known to
the Ordnance Surveyors, and in Gazetteers.

The modern cyclist, who speeds along the excellent road
from Winchester m route for Romsey, has had notable pre-
decessors this way. The king, with his courtiers, was used

pictures. But Prout himself could scarcely have rendered
Romsey Abbey more flamboyantly time-worn than it is.
Wild flowers and even large bushes grow upon its walls, and
have forced apart their Norman masonry. Surelv nowhere
is there a more lovely example of ecclesiastical decay than
here, where the shrubs and flowers, the clinging ivy, and
gorgeous lichens have draped and mantled these grey walls
with a living glory. Butthese beauties are in process of
being torn away, for the restoreris at Romsey— his scaffold-
ings have been rising against the walls, and workmen are
moving about the chevroned windows and portentous
corbels that have grinned unchanging upon a changing
world for nigh upon eight hundred years. The cats’
heads and double-headed chimeras peculiar to the Norman
mind, gape and leer from under cornices, and make
the restorer’s masons, by comparison with their dim
antiquity, seem as evanescent as the gadflies of a
Summer’s day. The hoariest tombstones in the church-
yard below them are things of yesterday beside these con-
torted monsters. But now they will be scraped, and
trimmed, and renewed, and the masonry reset, so that all

ROMSEY

to tide from out his walled city of Winchester io his sport
among the red deer in the leafy glades of the New Forest,
along where now runs the broad highway, past Horsley;
and this way they brought the dead body of Rufus, slain by
a mysterious “ accident ” in the woods of Mark Ash. To-
day oae enters Romsey along a lengthy street called, I
know not why, “ The Hundred:” and, all the way, you
shall scarce see a soul, unless, indeed, you happen here
on Market Day, when you shall stand an excellent chance
of being suddenly and forcibly dismounted by one ol fhe
flocks of half-maddened sheep, who, worried by barking
dogs, dash wildly down the streets and lanes, coining into
violent and he”less collision with anyone or anything
moving in a contrary direction.

But, on other days, a sleepy town, Romsey; a town
glorified by its Abbey Church, wonderfully dilapidated and
picturesque, with what we generally (and rightly} think
the exaggerated picturesqueness of Prout’s architectura-

the weatherings of time will be improved right away. Archi-
tects and contractors must live, even though to earn a
livelihood they disastrously renew delightful work that has
been mellowing, untouched, for centuries. Everywhere fhe
old work has I™ n scraped and tinkered, and endued with a
modem smugness; untU, as you stand before it, you sigh for
the richness of colour that was at once a delight and a war-
ranty of antiquity.

You see the Abbey and the outlying houses of the town to
best advantage from the timbered bridge that crosses the
River Test by the float mills on the road to L~mington. That
is the prettiest picture which the place affords. There is
little iu the town itselfthat claims attention after the Abbey,
and Romsey is notable chiefly for its quiet, and for its
beautiful setting in midst of lovely country. There is a
bronze statue of Palmerston standing in tbe Market Square
of Romsey ; unrecognisable to all who have been brought up
on the conventional likeness of " Old Pam,” that to



figure io “ Punch.” We don't expect the sculptor to give
us the Palmerston of the rakishly-cocked hat, with a straw in
the mouth; but I fear it was with something very like dis-
appointment tbat the present writeai regarded tbis very
ansportsmanlike effigy tbat stands, hatless, and strawless, in
a mild HH-jaunty attitude, with outstretched band, in pose of
eternal declamation.

One leaves Romsey for the New Forest by Mainstone, the
grateful shade of the park at Palmerston’s old home of
Broadiands beguiling the way. Here the objects most
commonly met with are timber-waggons and herds of New
Forest ponies. Thbe district has a character quiteits own,
with subsidiary traits and divagations that defy monotony.
Ancient woods give place to modem plantations; beech suc-
ceeds to oak, and gloomy firs to either. Clearings and
young coverts, heaths and hamlets, and murmuring alleys of
foliage alternate for mile after mile, and moss-covered drives
everywhere radiate from tbe orthodox highways. By them,
one comes at length, along a “ switchback” road, to Lynd-
hurst, as pretty and as aristocratic a village as one could
well wish to see. Here we are within an easy ride ofthe

place where Rufuswas slain, at Stoney Cross, where the king’s
heart was pierced by the glanced arrow ofWalter Tyrrell. It
would seem that the clergy were more intimately connected
with this event than was seemly, even in the revengeful and
bloodstained annals of that time. It must not be forgotten
that the king had despoiled the Church and the Church's
high dignitaries with a ruthless band; nor can it be denied
that certain of them had denounced him, and had pro-
phesied disaster, with an exactness of imagery only possible
to those who had prepared the fulfilment of their boding
prophecies. “ Even now,” said one, “ the arrow of retribu-
tion is fixed, the bow is stretched.” This was not merely
metaphor. The body of the king was brought hence, along
these roads to Winchester in a charcoal-burner’s cart, and
the enmity of the Church against which he had prevailed in
life followed him beyond the grave; for, when the body of
the Red King was buried in Winchester Choir beneath that
central tower which, seven years later, fell in utter ruin, the
Church ascribed its fill to the fact of the dissolute monarch
being entombed there, without the last rites of the Catholic
religion.

UNBECOMING ?

shb.— "Are you ia pain?"

He.—"No, Tm in ecstasies!"

she.—"Try and shake them off: they don't suit you a bit | B



NoN-SLirplsG tyres are being made, in
America, from the rough skins ol sharks.
Hosrs of riders were out last Sunday,

making the most of the ideal September
day.
Snt W illiam Y oung, Bart., has just pur-

chased a Psycho from Starley Bros, for his
own use.

The N.C.U. Council Meetiog is fixed for
Saturday. October zOth, at the " London
Tavern." _

The suggestion to limit the Essex Cycling
Union to looclnbs, isgmning favouramongst
the clif'ililf of that energetic body.

A guARTER of a million francs is to be
voted, in Belgium, for the construction of
cycle tracks along the highways

lt is given as a fact, that a lady sent her
groom, with her bicycle, to a funeral the
other day, instead of her carrii®e.

“ Chippendale style of continuations,"” is
the way a writer alludes to lady cyclists’
lower limbs that tend to a skinny appear-
SUIC6.

T hat good annual institution, the W al-
thamstow Town C.C. ladies’ day, again went
off happily this year; destination, Theydon
Bois.

Matt. Wells, one of Liverpools most
popular wh”~Imen, has the sympathy of all
who know him, in his recent sad bereave-
ment.

W hen oatshooting, lastweek. Oxborrow
received a portion of a charge in his eye. It
is hoped he will not lose the
organ.

" High Roads" aresocalled, becanse m
olden limes engineers raised them
bankments above rough,
over which they passed.

T he Padfflngton Vestry are the latest
body to raise their powerful voice in favour
of cycle numbering and taxing. It was
suggested, the tax should be the same as for
dogs. W ho said, “ Rats! " ?

On Tuesday last, a well-known North
Country cycUst and talented literateur in
the peison of Mr. John G. Stroud, theeditw
of the Tynemouth Priory C.C. " Gazette,"
was married. Good luck I

M oney is being collected to provide an
inspector of the Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals, with a bicycle. Per-
haps the Society are thinking of turning
their attention to 24 hours', and other long
distance " grinds "?

nse of the

on em -
uodrained land,

Surely excusable.

W e learn from a Canadian
a certain minister

source that
in New Y'ork recently

ran over a dog while cycling, and while
excited over the affair was overheard to
say, "damn.” The vestry of his church

have come to the conclurion after a pro-
longed session that bicycles should not be
used by the cle”~y, and at the next synod
of bishops the subject is apt to be fully dis-
cussed.

Qamage’s sale.

annual clearance tale starts
this Saturday, and those cjclists who are
cute enough to appreciate real bargains will
make very particular note of this date.

G amaghb’s

He withdrew.

N elson
who

M rs Y oung, of Palm Beach,
Fla., is an expert bicyclist, recently
appeared ia a bloomer costume, and was the
admiration of every one except Mr. A. G.
McDonald, who said that no modest woman
would appear in such a garb. When Mrs.
Young heard of the remark, she confronted
McDonald with a pistol, which she handled
so carelessly that he made an apology, and
signed a card of retraction for publication.
There is no use in waiting for the Coimng
Woman. She has come.— "Chicago Tri-
bune."”

Parlour cycle racing,

In future the fever for cycle raciog need
not be limited to the Summer rnonths, for in
the improved home4drainerand indoorracing
machine, designed and made by J. Hutson
& Co., 55, Hoiborn Viaduct. B.C..nearly all
the sport, and none of the danger of a
modern track contest, canbe obtained in the
cosy retreatof the club-room, or the private
house, howeverbad the weather without may
be. The machine can easily be attached to

any ordinary safety, is well and ingeniously
made, and [costs from £4 los. iipwards. It
can be used either as an ordinary bome-
trainer, and remain stationary, or be used as
a racing machine, and actually travel along
the floor at a very slow pace, although the
pedalling is quick. The amount of power
required can be regulated, and genuine and
fair racing be relied upon; clubs and indivi-
duals will do well tc give theidea more than
a passing thought.

Cycle stealing with violence,

W e have frequently called our readers'
attention to the insecurity of machines left
unprotected in Birmingham streets. Thbe
following casewill show how desperate some
of the thieves are. F. Blackshaw saw a
bicycle exposed for sale outside a shop in
Snow Hill, he cut the strii™ which secured
it to tbe doorpost, and took it into the road.
He had mounted It. when a man, who wit-
nessed the theft, knocked him over; Bla™-
sbaw ran away, and when a young man tried
to stop him, he used a clasp knife. How-
ever, he was eventually [captured, and. on
Friday, the Birmingham stipendiary magis-
trate sentenced him to six months' hard
labour; he had previously had three
months for cycle stealing.

The opiy reliable.

An Irish cycUst in writing for some of
W . Guest & Son’s backed patches for tyre
repairing, says he finds it " the only reliable
material ” for the purpose.

New track down East.

A NEW cycling track, banked, and with a
cement surface, is in course of constrfliftion
near the "Hare & Hounds,” Lea Bridge
Road. Itis reported the track will be kept
open for training purposes all the Winter.

Terrible taodem smash,

A SHOCKING accident took place recently
on the Brighton Road, near Purley. A
safety tandem was going fast when the head
broke, and the front rider, io the fall, had
his wind pipe torn open. |Itwas reported
at the time that be would never be able to
speak again. A swindle.

& Co. have been victimised to
a considerable amount by a bogus firm, who
have obtained Beeston and Wolverhamp-
ton cycles from them under false pretences.
Parties offered new Humber* under sus-
picious circumstances should communicate
with the firm.

A slde-sllp smssb.

Another serious accident through side-
sUp occurred in the Midlands. Oo
Wednesday a cyclist namedCook was riding
along BradfordStreet. Walsall, when,owing
to the slippery state of the road, the wheels
of his machine skidded, and he was thrown
to the ground ; one of his legs was broken,
and the ankle of the Other dislocated. It
behoves cyclists to be very careful indeed
when riding along newly-watered streets.

Humber

Sunderland scorchers, beware |

NuMEROU.s complaints having been mad®
to "the powers that be"” with reference
to the scorchiDg which prevails amongst a
section of the cyclists in the Borough of
Sunderland, the Watch Committee have
come to the conclusion that this must cease,
and it has ~en decided to prosecute any
cases that may be brought forward,but as a
preiimiQary warning, notices of caution are
to be issued. We are sure all sensible
cyclists will approve of the action ot the
W atch Committee.

A Winter club.

The Manchester CycUst Harriers A.G.M .
is announced for the 27th inst.,and is a sure
sign of the waning oi the riding season.
Theclub, which was formed with the object
oi encouraging Winter riding in conjunction
with cross country running, bas hitherto
met with great support from cyclists, and to
those who have never participated in the
cross country sportit maybe of interest to
learn that M. A. Holbein and T. A. Edge
were Ixjth active members of the Cheshire
Tally-Ho, years before either made their
names in connection with the cycle.

Thbe DIbble~enoriel.

Thb Stanley C.C.tave forwarded a cheque
for One Guinea, as a donation to this fund.
It is most gratifyigg to notice this excellent
example,and Mr. H. North hopes to soon
see other clubs follow it. Collecting cards
shonld be returned as soon as filled up, lo
H .North, 18,Albert Square, Clapham, S.W .

Previously acknowledged £1417 7
Stanley C. Clnb 110
l..ewis Taylor . o 10 o
W. H. M- Burgess (per

®tCcliiig) e 0 26



A tandem accident.

Two brothers named Peters, whilst pac
ing on a tandem in a road race near Bir-
mingham, struck a stone, acd were thrown
off the machine. Charles Peters was badly
hart in tbe head, and died next day from
his injuries.

C hid Igrano sails.

T he bicycle is credited with some mira-
culons cures—in America. The latest is
that ofa Mr. Baeltner, of Brooklyn, who,
four years ago, was striken with paralysis of
the lower limbs, Recently, under medical
advice, he took to cycling, and, though at
first he had Co be held up by two men, and
his feet strapped to the pedals, he hascow,
says an American paper, completely re-
covered. H'm, yes! did anyone speak ?

THE MEETIHG PLACE.

IHE PUSCTCRKD TYRE.

SOME
Photos 'by Percy -tf. Smt/h.

Club runs have a look Id.

of the racing season m ~es
of the genuine club hon. sec.,
and captain rejoice, for then they know
they have a better chance of gathering
their flock together, and the club run once
more resumes the fat proportions that the
oldest member never tires of telling later
recruits was once the normal average in the
go” old days. Next to the Spring club
runs the Autumn ones are the most enjoy-
able, not only from this fact, that they ate
better attended, and the racing division, of
which each club is so proud, and of which
they see so Uttle, putin a welcome appear-
ance, but the whole seasonand surroundings
suggest companionship aud society, and Che
early darkness gives an opportunity for

The close
the hearts

INCIDENTS OF AN ANERLEY

CLUB

music and entertainment before the dark
ride home in company. Allclub men should
make the most of the few runs left on the
card.

Awkwtrd abseotmiodedn*##.

A BUSY City mao told us. the other day,
that he was going to give up his safety, and
either cease to cycle altogether orinvestin
a tricycle, as be could never ride a mile
without a foil. His casewas a peculiarone;
when on his machine be always fell Into a
train ofthought, which so engrossed him that
be soon entirely forgot he was cycling, and
came down crash, either from running into
the kerb, or ceasing to pedal, and allowing
the machine to overbalance. This is acase
where a tandem or triplet should come in.

BEFORE THE START.

ARRIVAL AT SELSEY.

RUN.



The Beeston.

Catlting the other day at the Upper St.
Martin's Lane premises of the Beeston Tyre
Co., we were shown by manager Jeiley, their
new racing tyre, which has a fabric cover,
insteii of canvas, and, as far as can be
judged by merely looking at it. should be
speedy. The Beeston, itwillbe remembered,
isa wired-on tyre, theonly obvious difference
between it and a Dunlop tyre, being tbatthe
wires are not brazed up and made endless,
but are hooked together at their ends.

Wood Hid testing In France.

W riting from Cbarente, M. Allard sends
the Fairbanks Wood Rim Co. the following
details of an accident that happened to him,
in which the firm's wood rims played an
honourable part. He says;— " When 1| fell
off my machine lately, people, who were
following in one ot my carriages behind, saw
-me actually flying up in the air, whilst the
Tnachine went crashing into a ditch. When
they got me up | saw, to my great astonish-
ment and relief, tbat nothing was broken in
any way. | am perfectly sure that, if it had
been an ordinary steel rim, it wculd have
been turned up anyway. Everybody here
is astonished."”

A ride for a fortune.

An Adelaide cyclist, Thiselton by name,
bnt whether of the same clan as tbe well-
known Silverdalei we know not, has lately
beentheheroofarisky butprosperousadven-
ture with bis bicycle in West Australia. He
went out alone to track a party of horsemen,
who were in searchof a reported find ofgold,
and he was commissioned to take up leases
for the reefs for syndicates, if possible. He
cycled after them into the bush, and the
last 100 miles,from Mount Ridley to Mount
Rugged, took him six days, he having to
cut his way through dense undergrowth
wfth his tomahawk. For three days be was
without food, a state of affairs particularly
trying to a cyclist, but the meeting with a

camel party put an end to his troubles in
this directien. The cyclist eventually
reached the new gold reels, and back

in Coolgardie, before the hortemen reached
their destination.

C.T.C. bcDcUt.s.

Onb of our contributors says, that during
a recent tour be stayed atiour hotels named
in the C.T.C. Handbook, two of which were
nnder the old fixed agreement, and two
nnder the new discount arrangement, and
be thinks he saved abcut 123. 4d. in tbhe Qve
nights he spent at these hotels At one he
stay”™ on two occasions, and bis bill for
bed. dinner, breakfast, and attendance, was
11S, each night; producuon of the C.T.C.
ticket reduced tt.is to 8s. 6d., and be was
assured of the genuineness of tbe reduction
as his neighbour, also a cyclist, actually
prid 11s. for the same accommodation. At
the second " discount” hutel be obtained a
reduction of 2s. 4d. on a day's b ard. At
the two fixed-tcr ff head-quaiters (Inverness
and Foyers) he staled that he v.r.sa member
on entering, but thinks that be saved at
least zs. 6d. cn each o'gbt. This shows a
good investment for the aonuai subsciiptiun
of 3s. Od.,, and our wonder is that every
cyclist who travels from home does not join
the mammoth club at once. Besides the
saving to bis pocket, our correspondent also
received eight closely-written pages of in-
formation astoroads, Src.. ‘rom Mr. Grea\es.
the newly-appoin;ed C.C. for Inverness,
who really takes too much trouble over his
clients, who are, as a rule, gin ungrateful
crew.

Lifeboat Saturday at Mancbestcr.

Saturday, October 12th.a gigantic carni-
val will be held on the Manchester Athletic
Club’s grounds, Fallowfield, Manchester, in
aid of the Lifeboat Fund. It is proposed,
that the cyclists should ride to Fallowfield in
a body on the evening. Several of the lead-
ing clubs will have marquees on the ground,
and ran side shows. J.C.Grime, Tideswell,
Chorlton-cum-Hardy,oaslhe matterin hand,
and woald be pleased to receive suggestions.

Thbe ladles of £Ehrewsbury.

Shrb'vsbdry is a thoroughly cycling
town ; cycle riders and cycle agents are
everywhare, and it is evident to the visitor
that Shrewsbury is badly smitten with the
cycling mania. The numberofladycyclists
is mcst noticeable ; they appear to out-
number the men. They ride in agoodstyle,
do not scorch, and wear skirls. The town
itself is hatoly suitable for getting about
awheel, but the roads in the surrounding
country areglorious from every pointofview.

M. MAURICE MARTIN.

ONB OP THE CLEVEREST OP FRENCH CYCLING

JOURNALISTS, WHO PRESENTED AN ADDRESS

TO THE LORD MAYOR, ON THE OCCASION OP

HIS VISIT TO A RECENT RACE MEETING IN
FRANCE.

Dangers of bill straining.
Another death from straining op a hill
on a bicycle took place last week. Mr.
Herbert Fletcher, colliery proprietor. 51
yearsol age, died almost immediately after
cycling up a hill, death being due to lailure
of heart action, from over exertion.

New duties for the verger.

The Rector of St. Mary-at-Hill. London,
the church near the Monumtnt, has an-
nounced having made arrangements for
cyclists to attend any of his services, the
machines being taken charge cf by the ver-
ger. We have not. hitherto, regarded the
Monumentasacyclingrescrt,andhardlylook
forlarge cycling congregations in that neigh-
bourhood, but it is very good of the rector
all the same. Whether the verger will echo
these sentiments may be open to doubt; In-
deed, ifheisrequestedto' ustpump upthat
back wheel for me, old man, during the ser-
mon." or to " Try and find a spocnfnl of oil
for my lamp when one of thbe hymns are on,
there’s a brick." he may get quite irritable
over the innovation.

Wb have a letter at our office for Mr. |I.
A. Bennett. Will that gentleman kindly
send us his address ?

A Taachtr ot Royalty.

Iris notgenerally known how Royalty first
came to take up the pastime of cycling.
Some years'ago a young lady, the daughter
of Messrs. Stariey Bros , Newport (Isle of
W ight) agent, was in the habit of riding her
safety bicycle in tbe Island, and often
chanced to pass the Queen's carriage. Her
M ajesty at first merely turned her head to
see, but finally sent a messenger to sav how
much she liked the sight. Eventually the
young lady, now Mrs. Quarrier, had for
pupils in cycling the Duke and Duchess of
Connaught, the Princess Beatrice, and the
Princess Louise. Thus, without actually
designing it, Mrs. Quarrier and her
" Psycho" have played an important part In
the emancipation of the lady cyclist.

A quid pro quo 1 '

Bearing in mind " The Major's" attack
on the Cycling Press, we cannot resist re-
producing tbe following paragraph from hts
notes in the last issue of " To-Day " . " Any
London readers desiring dress shirts cut on
scientific principles should see Mr. Hogg (of
Baikie & Hogg, Glasgow), who will be at the
Charing Cross Hotel on Tuesday and Wed-
nesday next, the24th and 25th September.”
Immediately under this notice appears the
advertisement of Messrs. Baikie & Hogg's
goods. Ifwe were as uncharitable as " The
M ajor” was in his attack on tbe Wheel
Press, we should infer that "The Major”
was gallivanting around town in a scienti-
fically-cut shirt supplied in exchange for the
above notice. It issurely not unreasonable
also to suppose that the said notice would
not have appeared bad not there been aa
advertisement to inspire it.

The saddle quastion.

Since our issue of September 14th, one
of our mostvalued contributors has returned
from an adventurous tour in the extreme
Highlands of Scotland, and reports thus on
the saddle questionOwing to tyre
troubles | was obliged to start for my annual
tour this )ear in an entirely untrained con-
dition, and wunder ordinary circumstances
should have renounced the cycle as a holi-
day companion. However, | am the fortu-
nate possessor of a Henson anatomical
saddle, and I slarledcffwithout tbe slightest
fear of saddle soreness, ar.d rode 180 miles
of mountainous roads in the first three
diys, and never thought about my saddle at
al) till 1 saw 5our editorial note in the issue
of September 14th. | think you need have
no fearinrecommendirg, this the firstof the
peakless saddles, to all and sundry, mote
especially the ladies to whom the peak is a
constant nuisance. Just at firsta man who
mcuuts from behind may think it a large
matter to put his leg over in mountir.g, but
after the Erst day this is never thought
about. It is also quite as easily slipped
out of in case of a sudden dismount being
necessary.” These are the words of aman
who has toured and raced many thousands
of miles, and who paid for the saddle iB
question. He adds " The anatomical differs
from others of its class, in having recesses
for the tuberosities in each of its cushions,
and | think that this is the pointin which
it is superior to all Its tuccessors, as these
recesses ensure some venlilaticn, and pre-
vent the for being driven to the back of the
saddle by the pre~ur” of the thighs m
front.”



PLAIN TALES FROM THE HILLS.

. ®H IS article, good rea-

{ der, has nothing

whatever to do with

any of those inimi-

table storiesof Kud-

yard Kipling, plain,

varnish”, or col-

onred,as we areever

of opinion, that

"Goodwineneeds 00

bush." Our concern

is with those pro-

tuberances ofthe earth’s surface in “ Merrie

England,” known in Classic Cyclese. as

“"Brows," or, speaking quite correctly,
" Pimples.”

Have you ever noticed a crowd of wheel-
men on tbe straight ? How easily they
svidng along inunison; bow prettilybunched
(notround-sbouldered, but congregated) they
appear, all maintaining, at the same time,
without seeming effort, a nice, respectable
pace ? But, one of the afore-mentioned
“"Pimples" appears, and the company
draweth nigh to try conclusions with the
same. Now, watch— they go up abreast—
smoothly, easily, and successfully isit? A
mmntenaoce of steady, even pedalling ;
DO scrambling, no rushing, or over eager-
ness, as if everyone were fighting for
possession of a gold medal at a hill-climb-

ing competition ? Not so! Unfortunatriy,
when hills arise before our view, we
must proceed in our chronicling from

collectivism to
or company,
about- It

individualism. The club,
is no more, while hills are
isnow, " Everyman for himself,
and the 'Old Gentleman' take tbe hind-
most.” Consequently, a spread-eagling pro-
cess supervenes. You are. of course, not
surprised that such should be the case, and
accept the inevitable, being well instructed
in theresultantdifferencesof force expended
or required oa a higheror lower gear, Ac.,
but, good sir, these results don’'t seem to
work out so variously on the more level
portions of our highways.

Many men take hills as some do physic,
atagulp, a-glad-to-get-it-over-and-done-witb-
style,— or like a cricketer going in to make
ail his runsin one hit. There is

A GRAHD RUSH AT THB BOTTOM.

resulting in a very pipped" feeling, long
ere the summit is reached. Others, failing
to make tbeir effort at the lower extremity
of the gradient, are content with a little
crab-like wabbling for awhile, and are con-
sequently almost pipped at the bottom.
Others, t™ain, don't allow for the rise till
theyareon it, then off go their fireworks,
and they fizzle out half-way. Stout meo,
and " corpulenti'faith " over-eager for the
fray soon "groan and sweat under a weary
life" - buteven they— althoughbuilt adverse
to "romping up" maniruvres, prefer hills
in season, to a continualdull drab monotony
of plain. Hills have their compensating
advantages- W ho loves not the run-Joa-n so
exhilarating and bracing ? Older men may
maintain their own uphill, bnt never down-
itill. The yonng-blodos revelin arush down

AT A 25 MILE BAT

where veterans would fear to tread. Shor-
land and Bidlake in 24 hours North Road
races managed to getaway from the crowd
‘how.-s Alconbnry Hill. To see T. A Edge
pedal downhill at a tremendous pace, is
marvellous.

In negociating hills, toe-clips are the
necessity par excellence. Those who trust en-
tirely to brakes are often deceived. Far
belter to learn to trust your legs, and to ac-
quire the art of backpedalling. Some of
the famous precipitous obstacles to the cy-
cler's progress, as at Much Wenlock, Ash-
bourne. Coleshill, Kulhin. Dinas Maddwy
(throwing in crowds of smallerhills asmake-
weight) are ridden without fear, but with far
more care, by tiders who understand the
knack of p~alling downhill, than by those
who trust to the brake almost alone for
safety and protection.

We see many ladies riding now-a-days up-
hill and down dale; but have not noticed
any of their pretty figures on a fairly big
hilll How would theyiaktit? Nealeh?

H.H.H.

UTUMN.

I.
Red leaves shaking
W ith wind that sighs,
Hearts leave-taking
Through tear-wet
eyes;—
Grey clouds breaking
On leaden skies;

Bare trees bending

Before the gale,
Swallows wending

On homeward trail,—
Mark the ending

Of Summer's tale.

AN P+

Shadows stealing

Before the sun,
Ail unfeeling

Their skeins have spun —
So with wheeling,

— The journey's done.

All unbidden,
Before we know.

Roads are hidden
By fall of snow.

Where we'd ridden
A week ago.

Allis over,

The golden past.
Andon the rover

The gates close fast ,
— Faithless lover

Thatcould not last!

Ties that sever

‘The dark from light,
— Days that never

Can be more bright.
Pass for ever

Into the night-

Hubbrt s.Ryan.

Attacked by hlghaaymen.

It is rare to hearof deliberate and violent
attacks on cyclists, with robbery as the mo-
tive. A Mr. Cecil Cox, of Rotherham, has
been the unfortunate exception to prove the
rule; he was attacked by two men Dear
Greasbro', knocked off his machine, and
stabbed with a knife, narrowly escaping a
fatal wound. The cyclist was found lying
on the road, and robbed of some £21. The
affair took place in broad daylight.

A N EW MECHANICAL
MOVEMENT.

Yet Another Development.

W bll-founded rumours reach us of the
formation of a big Company for the working
of a new invention, to which we referred a
week or two ago. W e are at liberty, at any
rate, to state that the invention in question
is a chain so constructed as to bring iuto
play what the promoters claim to be a new
mechanical movement, aod one so im-
portant tbat even they '‘haveonly secured the
rights for its adoption to the cycle, it being
applicable to all branches of mechanics.
This, of course, savours of a very lai®e
order, but certain it is that the thing is
being handled in a very large way. several
Companies with enormous capita! being con-
templated. The claim of the new chain,
which we believe to be the patent ofa Mr.
Simpson. Is that by its use a much

HIGHER gear CAN BB USED

vrithout additional exeitiou being required.
We. of course, have all heard of this claim
before, but the present one seems at any
ratetohave gotnearerthanits predecessors,
judging from the description which has
reached us, and which so far is limited.
The ideahowever, is practically this; Upon
the outside of an ordinary chain is fitt» a
series oflarge teeth. The front chain wheel
remains as itis. The teeth on the back wheel
are removed, the chain travelling across a
smooth surface. Now comes the notion.
The teeth ofthechain come ioto contactwith
a correspondinglytooihed wheel which is so
contrived thatalthough fixed toand actually
forming partof the existing back cog, takes
the chain atits outer side, that is to say, the
chain travels inside it instead of out, as is
at present the case, lhe result being so the
inventor claims, that tbe leverage of the
chain upon the driving wheel can be in-
creased to an unlimited extent, and a chain
is constructed which leaves the wheels in a
remarkably smooth manner. We ate told
that upon an ordinary Beeston Humber, so
fitted, a third-rate rider covered four miles

of level roii in eight minutes. In our next
we expect to be in a position to give further
details, and, if possible, illustrate the inven-
tion, which, unfortunately, we have been

unable to actually see. We know by whom
it is being handled, and this alone is
sufficient to demand prominence.

Reynolds nearly beaten.

Harry Reynoldsjust managed to squeeae
heme in frontof R. Me Gladdery. the Bel-
fast road crack, in tbe 50 miles scratch for
the Wheatley cop on Saturday last. The
race was held at Enfield, and the time
2 3855 isgood, seeing that during the last
40 minutes darkness had fallen upon the
earth.

Moria beats Gaoker.

T he struggle for supremacy between the
best French sprinters and Banket is at pre-
sert particularly exciting. On Sunday, that
fast imp.'oviog rider. Morin, in whom every
good judge sees the coming man, succeeded
in beating the American crack. The struggle
was a ho. one.and Banker only succumbed
by half-a-wheel, while Bourrillon was third,
Houben was among ihe starters, but dis-
played wretched form, and was unplaced in
ms heat.
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In case any of our readers would like
to know the presentstate of the *pacing

market,” we have gathered a little in-
formation on the subject. A few days
ago a friend of tbe writer's, thinking
that, with a little training, be might be

able to overtake a few records, wrote to
a ‘‘quad.” owner to know what his
terms would be for taking him round for
say h.tlIf-an-hour to an
ing. The answer came back promptly
— 50s. at*d expenses. As our friend
remarked, he would have to train for at
least a fortnight, and 50s. per hour
eveiy evening fortwo weeks would mean
£yi without expenses for two weeks'
training; as our friend was anticipating
a long distance record, he calculated
that in order to do anything like a good
performance he would require two or
three ” quads,” and the same number
of triplets at least, during tbe actual
record ride; the question is, wbat would
be the cost of the record to our amateur
Mend ? Well, reckooing thateach multi-
cycle pacing him in the record attempt
charged the same as for a training spin,

50s. and expenses, and assuming
there were six pacemaking instruments,
another £13 and expenses has to be
added to the £yi and expenses already
levied for pacing in training, bringing
the total for pacing alone to actually

hour ofan even-

N45, It would certaifily be well within
the mark to write down £70 for pacers

and their expenses. By the-way, the
‘‘quad." crew whose quotation is 50s.
per hour is, or was at tho time they
quoted, composed cf duly licensed

amateurs!

T he foregoing will give our readers a
very fair idea of the depth of degrada-
tion to which the Sport has reached.
Not so very long ago, ifa man went for
records, he received the loyal and the
spontaneous help ofgenuine sportsmen,
anxious to assist a fellow sportsman to
do a good performance, and willing to
be rewarded by a amilar good turn, if
needed, at some future date. Compare
this with the sordid facts given in the
preceding paragraph. It can scarcely
be doubted that the pacing sharks get
their fees aod expenses without demur,
but who pays the piper? Does not the
question naturally arise; bow can a man,
without ample means, spend weeks in
training and waiting on records at Lon-
don tracks, without being heavily subsi-
dised ; bearing these facts in mind, how
can impecunious licensed amateurs who
train for record breaking, wonder that
the N.C.U .regard their movements with
suspicion, aod eventually revoke their
licenses ? Cycle record breaking, as
practised aow-a-days,is not sport; that
word is associated with too many un.
sullied traditions in tbe minds of
Englishmen, to be used to designate the
present heterogeneous collection ofcon-
flicting interests which bring”-about the
estabUshmentofrecords, Traderivalry,
and a desire on tbe part of racing men,
whether record-breakers or
make capital out of it
manner is gradually,

pacers, to
in every possible
but very surely,
establishing for cycle racing and its side
issues, a distinctly unenviable
tion.

reputa-

The American ” Referee,” in its issue
of the 5th instant, is indignant over
what it calls a “ theft and forgery” per-
petrated by an English wheelpaper. It
appears lhat the journal in question
reproduced an illustration from the
‘e Referee," and, instead of giving credit

for it to our American contemporary,
they affixed their own imprint. The
“ Referee” very naturally resents such
flagrant plagiarism, and “ roasts ” our

contemporarysomewhatseverely.W hen,

however, the “ Referee” asserts that
“tbe English Press is, with a few
notable exceptions, largely given to

appropriating, without credit, the dainty
morsels of the American jonmalds,” it
Is lime for us to offer its editor a little
piece of advice. People who are shel-
tered by glass houses should not heave
bricks— even across the Atlanticl We
ask our American friend the “ Referee,”
to turn over some pages of its contem -

poraries a little nearer home. First
turn to “ American Cycling” of Sep-
tember 6tb, pages 14 aod 15; 00 those

two pages will be found

stolen from ©yciinho,

six pictures
and, of course, not

acknowledged. The same pwer, the
week before, stole another of ©YCirao's
pictures. We next refer our friend’s
attention to “ The Bicycling World,”
of tbe same date, page 627; ob this
page will be found a drawing taken
from ©YCUKO’s Supplement picture
of Dr. Turner, and also wused with-
out acknowledgment. As a matter of

fact, pictures are constantly being taken
from 'ATCLiNo and used by the Ameri-
can Press in this manner, and, before
now, our artist's name has been ob-
literated; we venture to say that no
other English wheel paper is pla-
giarized from by American cycling pa-
pers to anything like the same extent
as ©YcuKQ. We hold no brief for
the English paper attacked by the
“ Referee;” on tfte contrary, ifwiltully
done, we hold their action to be
tem ptible ; but we do think it is a little
out of order for an American paper to
prefer an almost general charge oftheft
against the English Press when we can
thus show tbat, at the very time its in-
dignant protest was being circulated, its
home contemporaries were
wholesale from ®ycubo in
barefaced manner possible.
Americanism—pointer for

con-

purloining
the most
To aie an
“ Referee.”

In the promotion of

invention and

sport, in the
introduction of sporting
novelties, and in courageous enterprise,
the Catford C.C. has this year been
second to They have held far
more open meetings, given morevaluable
prizes, and exhibited a keener desire to
study the wishesof the racing men, than

none.

any other club we are aware of; and
this they have done, at least in some
cases, where a financial loss on the

transaction was a foregone conclusion.
No doubt the club is working to a cer-
tain extent for the future, and their
ultimate advantage ;and theirgenerosity
to the racing man may be partly ac-
counted for by a natural desire to Doom

and popularise tbhe new ground with
which the club is so closely identiiied.
Even after making a liberal deduction

for all this, there ia still a great debt of
gratitude due to the Catford C.C. from
racing men, both of the licensed and
unlicensed classes, for the open-handed
and considerate way in which the club
has catered tor them, and studied their
wishes and requirements on and off the
path ; and it is, therefore, simply nau-
seous to find the club receiving such
treatment from prominent racing men,
and being placed in such a lalse position
by them, as was the case at their open
race meeting last Wednesday evening.

W e are given to understatid that this
race meeting was got up at a time of the
year, when a paying gate was highly un-

likely, and at <considerable trouble,
purely and simply to oblige certain
racing men who desired to go for re-
cords, and who wrote and had made

personal applications to members ofthe
Catford Executive, asking the club to



make aa opportunity for them to go for
records, "id promisiag to support the
particular meeting under notice. E»-'
eluding the triplet crew, three only of
the nine who had expressed a desire to
go for record, and for whom the meeting
was mengineered, whose names wete
advertised and placed on tbe pro-
gramme, put in an appearance at the
mark, although the day was distinctly
favourable. It may be, of course, that
all of the absent six have good and suffi-
cient reasons for not getting up, and in
the case of the tricyclist, we hear, he
was disappointed of his machine ; but,
oil the face of it, it looks like a total
lack of ali decent consideration for
tlie promoting club, and is treatment
cot likely to encourage either them,
;r other race-promoting bodies, to put
themselves out for racing men clamour-
ing for an opportunity to go for record.
There were other unpleasant incidents
that evening. One of the three who kept
their word, anddid go forrecord,openly
complained that his pacers had raiher
attempted to baulk than assist him;

aad there was trouble, too, with the
timekeeping, Mr. Britten objecting to
Messrs. Coleman and Powell taking the
times of tbe unlicensed men, nothing
having been heard from the Union
relative to the application made by the
club for permit tor tbe unlicensed men
to ride. Altogether, what with selfish
and unreliable racing men, tbe two
classes, thecomplicated Union rules, and
the dilatoriness of Union officials, those
who attempt to promote cycling sport
have aweary time now-a-days.

Cyclists v. Balloon.

A .tovBLTY at the Amsterdam Exhibition
on Saturday last, though not attended with
best results financially, or otherwise, was a
race of 20 kilometres, the competitors
having to follow the unknown course of a
balloon, the first three arriving at the place
of its descent receiving prizes value £3 los ,
£i ics., and £r. Only five competitors
started, two making a tour of some 43
kilometres before reaching the balloon, and
one, at least, had a nasty fall, running into
a cart whilst "sky-soaring."”

™ AyaN

LEADING CLUB

OFFICIALS,— XIII.

YNHEER VAN
DUNCK ON TOUR

Dutch cyclists evi-
dently tour in a far
morepractical manner
than the average Er™-
lish cycling tourist
does, i(we may take as
anexample the snbject
ofthefoilowing sketch.
They do not attire
themselves in knicker-
bockers, or with thin

and scanty garments pursue their journeys
from town to town, only possessed with a
single suit that does duty for ail occasions
during their tour: nor do they neglect the
necessary accompaniment to protect them -
selves against any emergency and bad
weather, and halt at an hotel, were they
make themselves conspicuous by appearing
at lable d'lu'le in such an uncivihsed state as
the ordinary English tourist does.

Two Chichester cyclers last Augitst, in
riding through Holland, en route for the
Rhine, overtook near Dordretch, a Dutch-
man on tour to the Antwerp Exhibition, and
observing the quaint manner of his general
get-up, accompanied him ior some distance,
in order to take notes of his style, that they
might place on record a few hints ior the
benefit of any English cyclist contemplating
a Continent"” tour awheel. He was riding

A SMALL solid-tyred SAFETY

of andent manufacture, and was attired in a
black frock coat the t"Is of which garment
were doing duty for mudguards ; black cloth
trousers, the bottoms <5 which were tied
close to his legs with white string, a fault-
lessly white openshirt front,thatwould have
sufficed for a dress suit, and a hi“h'crowned
black felt hat. Suspended on his back was
a hine black waterproof bag about three
feetin length and two feet in circumference,
tiedatboth ends, strung across his shoulders,
closely resembling a bolster, with sufficient
exactly to contun an ample wardrobe for
six months’ duration, tbat would enable him
to dispense with the"d of a laundress until
tbe termination of his tour. He appeared
to be
EVIDENTLYABNJOTISG HIMSELF,

and looked with supreme contempt on tbe
English cyclers, in their woe-begotten con-
dition, attired in C.T.C. costumes with the
only appendage of luggage and change of
attire, as contained in neat leather v"ises
fixed in the diamond frames of their Swift
roadsters. Just before reaching Dordretch
a smart showercame on necessitating a h "t
to seek propection under a large tree at the
side of the road. The Englishmen hastily
unfastened from their handlebars a sm "I
gossamer waterproof each, but the Dutch-
man, after spending some time in unfixing a
mysterious long appendage fastened the
whole length of tbe <cross frame of his
machine, smiled with serenity, as he drew
ont of the long case, and "owly, and me-
tbodlc"iy unfurled a green cotton umbr"la!

Ab«ut PatcDts-

If any of onr readers have an idea for an
invention, and wish to secure their rightifor
it. they may obt"n fuil particulars for se-
curing patents and advice, free ofcharge, by
(Niplying to the Patent Editorof Qyciibo,



The foUomng Race Meeling AnMUHtemint
will be fcund OH page 6 of our SuppUw.ftt:—
LoudoH CouHty C.C.

Number Ill. of "Types of Cyclists” is
in preparation.

I"KGB won the lo milesI.C.A.champion-
ship on the Imperial Rover.

J. Pratt-Betis was on Palmer’s when
he won the Catford championship.

A Prominent Scottish road record holder
has had his A Certificate withdrawn.

Barden and Relph are to meet at Putney
this Saturday, in three races of i, 3,and 5
miles.

C. Lucas is now riding Grappler tyres,
of which he expresses a very favourable
opinion.

M. Balian desires to sincerely thank all
those who assisted him in the "Anchor"
Shield race.

Michael is matched i~ainst Gougoltz for
tbree short distance events on the Seine
track, on October 20th, for £200 a-side.

Morgan & W right have thrown open to
the world the competition for their gold
trophy for the fastest unpaced mile on tbeir
tyres.

The Catford C.C. are early to the fore
in announcing that their open meeting next
year is fixed for May 2nd, at the Catford
track.

" A RUMOUR is current in Paris that Fon-
taine will turn pro. and ride in the 6 and iz

hours' races advertised for next month in
Paris.
F. W . Chinn, it appears, was on Dunlops

when he beat tbe mile record. V.'e staled
otherwise, but were not aware that he had
changed. !

The three men who towed, and the I 'g;
gleswade resident whowas towed, in a recent
road record ride, have all been permanently
disqnallfied. s

Both the licensed and unlicensed' mile
records bave been beaten on Dunlop tyres,
and stand to the creditof Marplesand Chinn
respectively.

Club championships have a special
interest this year to club men, they giving
ao opportunity for licensed and unlicensed
members to meet.SN"" -"- i'J Ltr--

The too miles” Welsh championship,
when Welsh records were broken all the
way, was won by Ted James on a Raleigh
with Fairbanks wood rims. oc.

It looks as if the Brighton snd back re-
cord will not be altered this year, and that
Wridgway will retain the R.R.A. Shield. It
is not for want of trying either.
won the S.C.U. 100 miles
championship for B Class riders last Satur-
day. T. Grandlson won Ibe A Class cham-
pionship over the same distance.

Ik the men can stay, the sixhours'tandem
race at Herne Hill this Saturday, for the

Crawford

Hanapers, should prove an interesting
novelty. The race starts at noon.
T he licensed amateur mile record now

stands also to the credit of tbe Osmond.
Mr. R. A. Marples having lowered it to i
min. 56§ secs., on Wednesday evening last.

Dunwody,the French amateur champion,
again carried everything before him in the
Franco-Beigian match at Ostend and Ant-
werp. He was first in the three finals on his
Triumph.

Platt-Betts' success in the i mile Cat-
ford championship was to be expected after
the magnificent torm he has been showing
lately, thus earning anotherwinning bracket
for his Imperial Rover.

On Wednesday evening the i8th, at Cat-
ford, Messrs. P. Wheelock, C. T.Hodges,
and A. G. Hodges on a Humber triplet
covered a mile, with flying start, in i min.
52| secs, beating the previons record by 6
secs.

Among the recent successes on Hum-
bers the following may be mentioned :~
100 miles scratch of the Portsmouth Road
Club; j-mile scratch race at the Surrey
B.C.Sports; 5miles scratch race at Exeter;
j and 3 miles scratch races at Plymouth ;
aod the i mile Danish championship.

THE CENTURY CUP.

WRIDGWAY WELL IN IT.

Photo, bv £. Scamell, Crouch Hi.l.

The Inverness-Aberdeen record now be-
longs to Mr. E. Ogilvie, of the Morayshire
C.C. who covered the distance last week in
5 hrs. 3 mins., beating the previous bestby

no less than ;'imins. His mount was a
Triumph.

Rudge-W hitworths are still scoring
freely on the Continent. W ithin three

September days wins were reported from
Dordrecht, Schieldam,Amsterdam, Arnhem,
MontgeroD, St. Nazaire, and
Rochefort. 7-

Therb is talk of running a 6 hours' event
at Putney early in October, open to all
types, if a sufficient entry can be secured
Those who would care to start should write
at ence to P. Litchfield. 20, Spencer Road.
New Wandsworth-

Bordeaux,

Linton sgRlo to the tore.
Arthur Linton isnot played ontyet, for
he won a good 100 kilometres’ race in Mar-
seilles on Sunday in the splendid time of
2.19.0. Reboulwas second, and Thl third,
some laps behind him.

W atson (ides for the Poly.

A. J. W atson is the "hope"
Polytechnic in the 5 miles race, the last of
the Armour Vigoral series, at High Beech
on Saturday. The Essex Wheelers will pin
their faith to P. W. Gidney, who starts vdth
the advantage over the Poly, crack of know-
ing the track.

A trnlner arrested.

A WELL-KNOWN Cycling professional
trainer named Snook was arrested in Paris,
last week, on the iffiatge of having been an
accomplice,in a recent fraud of 2,000 fcs.

committed at the Credit FoKctcr. Snook is
well-known here in Eogland, being an old
time pedestrian and cyclist, and. for two

years, has resided in Paris, where he acted
as trainer to such men as Edwards,W heeler
and Louvet. It is, of course, not known
yet whether he is guilty of the charge.
Large wins again

A VERY good race meet was brought to a
successful issue at Waterford last week,
Grand weather and good racing was the
order of the day. Harry Large surpassed
himself. Riding grandly he capturM the
mile handicap, from the 25 yds. mark, after
agrand tussle with Poole, and subsequently
he won the mile scratch after a determined
finish with Meredith. Large has ridden
consistently well throughout the season, and
has the best record ofwins to his credit of
any Irish rider.

Nortbera records passed.

An important meeting of the Northern
Roads’ Records’ Association was held in
Manchester last Friday evening, when the
following claims were hall-marked:— 50 and
100 miles safety, by J. Waddiogton, 2 19.21,
and 5 0.14.on July 31st and September 4th;
50 and 100 miles tricycle, by W. R. Toft,
*\nfield B.C., 2.31.38.. and 534.48, August
ist; 50 miles tandem, G. Lascelles and
W . E. Gee, Manchester Wednesday B.C ,
2.21.57; 100 miles tandem, W . Neason and
H. b. Saunders, Anfield B.C.. 5.14 24,

Team race on the roed.

A CONTEST known as the Inter-Team race
between teams representing tbe Dnblin
Centre and the Northern Branch of the
Irish RoadClub respectively, was held on
Saturday. TheBelfastmentorcedup totime,
bnt the Dublin men missed a train unac-
countably, and considerable delay occurred
in effecting a start. Consequently the race
finished in utter darkness, so much so tbat
the judges were not at all sure of the plac-
ing : and when the verdict was given against
Belfast by cne point, there was much dis-
satisfaciicD.

Death ol Allard.

That celebrated French long distance
rider, Marius Allard, died on Thursday last
at bis home in Arles. Allard was but
twenty-four years of age. and two years
ago was one of the champions at the long-
distance game. At one time he held the
worla’s record for 12 hcurs, and accom-
plished the feat of riding three 12 hours'
races in tbe course ofa fortnight, winning
two, and finisbjog second in the other. It
bas been said that Allard, who died from
pneumonia, suffered from over exertion*
which is possible.

of the



THE RACE FOR THE "ANCHOR”
SHIELD.

The 12 hours' scratch race for the
"Anchor” Shield, open to licensed ama-
teurs, and promoted by the London County
Club, was duly rua off at Herne Hill last
Saturday in perfect weather- The starters
were : M. Balian and R. J. Atkinson, Surrey

BC.;W H. Knight and W. M. Knight,
Essex W heelers; P. O'Halloran, Oxonian
CcCC.; G. Hunt, and J. Hunt, Notts.

Corinthians ; S. J- Willder, West Dulwich;
C G. Wridgway, Anerley BC.; A. C.
Nesbitt, Oxford University; H. Cole.
*Silverdale: J. B. Castell, London County;
H. Lock, Putney A C.; ]. Davidson, Poly,_;

and W, Harrison-Ainsworth, and L. Harri-
son-Ainsworth, Coventry C.C. In the cool
and stillness of the Autumn morning,

happily almost free from fog, the men were
got safely away about 6.4 am. It was cold
enough to induce Nesbitt and Wridgway to
start with warm gloves, and the majority of
the men had the sense to have their limbs
well clothed.

THB START WAS SLOW,

and it was S mios. before the first pacing
instrument was out. G. Hunt getting on to
ihe tandem, and Wridgway next. W ithin a

1 THE ENCAMPMENT-

THE "ANCHOR” SHIELD RACE.
-J- HUNT, AFTER AN INTERVAL.
4.— PACBRS AT REST— WALTERS (e X-HOLDER), WALTON, BARDSLIV,

Photos- by P- Fcuhham

2.

few laps these two, and the two Ainsworthsp
were the leading string, with a growing gap
between them and the field. It might here
be mentioned, thatthere was no official pace-
maker's marshal, and no interference what-
ever with the pacing, the result being that
things worked smoothly, and the pacing was
better done than has been the case for some
time at Herne Hill. Twenty-six minutes
from the start, G. Hunt made his first effort
to get away, but it was some minutes later
before a triplet managed to dr”~ him slowly
away, tbhe quad, pacing Wridgway notbeing
able to screw up to the speed. The first 20
miles were covered in 47 35J by Hunt, and
Wridgway led at the hour with a score of
25 miles 450 yds. W ithin the next quarter
of an hour Wridgway, who was

RIDING AN 84 GEAR,

got half a lap off Hunt, and doing laps at a
26{ miles an hour bat. increased his lead to
a lap in the following Dhour. By the end
of the second hour Wndgway had covered
50 miles 870 yds., and was about 3 laps
ahead of G. Hunt; Lock then being third,
and going well, with a score of 48 miles
3 laps. Huntgot his 3 laps back in rapid
succession, and was level at the hour pistol,
with 73 miles 2j laps ; Lock third, only 4
laps behind, the next three being W. M-

3-— WRIDGWAY,

Knight, O'Halloran, andBaJihn. Wridgway
was now riding very badly, complaining of
his knees, frequently dismounting, and
letting the whole field lap him without an
effort, so that by 4 hours he had fallen away
to fiifth position, nearly 5 milesbehind Hunt,
who was 96 miles 2 laps. Lock and Balian
together next, 4 miles behind. Hunt

PASSED THE 100 MARK.

at 4.9.225, and was inside licensed amateur
record at 102 miles by 6~ mins, and con-
tinued to al er these figures (bis own), to
the end. Before half-time, Wridgway, who
had long patiently waited for the departure
of his bad time, and bad been the victim of
a lot of ill-timed chaff from Hunt, retired.
He has been doing too much, and this, and
his high gear, ran him thoroughly stale.
Balian, at this period, iell rather heavily
and hurt hisarm. He was drinking at the
time and retained hold of his can during
the crash. W ith the coolness of a veteran
warrior he calmly sat on the track, amidst
the debris, and

FINISHED HIS DRINX,

before picking himself and machine np.

At h"f time, G. Hunt was i4|[ mins.
inside record, and scored 138 miles. 5 laps.
The other scores, in order of position, were

PACED BY "QTrAD

AND OTHERS.



Balian, 133, zj laps ; J.

Lock, 129: W. M. Knight, 128, 2 laps:
O'Halloran and Atkinson, 127, 2\ laps: H.
Cole, 125. li laps; Nesbitt, 124; W. H.
Ainsworth, 119; W. H. Knight, Castell,
Davidson, and L. Ainsworth, had retired.

The positions remained much the same,
the chief interest centring in the problem,
how near to G. Hnnt, Balian would get.
This rider, but little known to fame, rode
joyfully, aod with dash, and established
himself

PRIMB FAVOCRITB WITH THB CROWD,

who cheered him heartily when he got a lap
off Hunt. Geo. Hunt won the Shield with
the fine total of 261 miles 1,250 yds., which
beats his own amateur record by 1 mile 1,075
yds.,andtheunlicensedrecord,whichwasfirst
tcuriied at 146miles, by 156 yds., the record
being made by Walters in the Anerley 24.
M. Balian was second, 254 miles i,2co yds

J. Hunt third, 251 miles 730 yds. ; and the

others to finish wwe. W. M. Knight, 245
miles 1,000 yds.; O'Hailoran, 243 miles
400 yds.; Cole, 238 miles 1,700 yds.;
Atkinson, 237 miles; Lock, 235 miles 900
yds.; W. Harrison-Alnsworth, 231 miles,
750 yds.; Nesbitt, 224 miles : Willder,

217 miles. G. Hunt and Balian were on
Humbers; ]. Hunt a Macgregor, and all
three used Dunlop tyres. Hillier and
Britten judged ; Pern Coleman and Dring
timed.

The Cfaeooel Isles’ week.

Griprin collected an excellent little party
of speedmen, and others, for the annnalvisit
to Jersey and Guernsey, including Parlby,
Webb, Harding. Applebee, Rendall, Macfer-
son, &C- In Guernsey, on the Monday,
Webb won thehalf mile scratch, with Steve
Dunuemin, second. Forthe Guernsey Cup,
Parlby, before he completed a I?p, refused
to continue, owing to the dangerous, un-
banked condition of the track; Webb was
winning easily, when, at the last bend, he
fell, and the race went to G. Froome. of
Guernsey. Parlby created a genuine sur-
prise, by winning the 100 yards scratch fiat
race,and the mileand three miles handicaps
fell to the veteran, Applebee. Tuesday was
devoted to exploring Sark; Wednesday, the
majority fishM in the waters around Jersey;
a feature ofthe day being a meeting of the
locaj N C.U. Centre, at which business was
done which should eventuate in better man-
agement of local sports, and an imprcve-
raent in track surface. lhursday broke fine,
and amonster gate rewarded the Jersey C.C.
The sport throughont the afternoon was of
the most exciting character, and not a single
mishap occurred. Regret was expressed
that Hunt was absent through illness, but
the five miles for the splendid Jersey Cup
resulted In a magnificent contest, a sheet
could have covered the first five men,
Parlby winning, with Webb, second; Hard-
ing. third; S. Dnquemin, for Guernsey,
fourth: and Gilley, for Jersey, fifth; the
rest of the big field close up ; time. 13
mins. i2j secs. The two miles handicap
fell to Richardson, first; Rendall, second;
Applebee, third; and the half-mile scratch
to Parlby, Steve Duquemin just pipping
Webb and Harding for second position. In
the evening, a reception aod grand smoking
concert was held, in honour of the visiting
cyclists, when the Brewster Variety Com-
pany, and Messrs. Rendall, I'arlby, Webb,
Le Sueur and Holborn, entertained the com-
pany. and the genial president, Col. Robin,

Hunt, 131, zj laps :

TOO AMBITIOUS.—1I.

Sgt.-Inspector Hadsvm.— 'mlf you can catch one of them pesky things they'll make
a sergeant of ye— sure promotion !”

Messrs. H. H. Griffin, G. T. Picot, Webb,
and Parlby, elocotionised ; on tbe part of
the visitors, Guerosey and Jersey hospi-
tality being thetheme. The circleoi friende
ship, and "Auld Lang Syne,” just after the
noon of night, brought a jolly set of pro-
ceedings to a close.
Chino's mite.

Chinn's mile at Catford, on Tuesday last,
namely, 1.54!, improves upon his previous
limeby 4 secs,and stands, at lime of writing,
as unlicensed record for tbe standing start
mile. Chitn,_as usual.jrode an Osmond, and,
in the absence of N-C.U- tira”eepers, had
two watches on him, held by E. A. Caffin
and W . S. Holding.

Paid pacers afaln.

Gxscinb amateur pacers are becoming
very diffident about getting up and helping
even tbeir friends on the path, the payment
of pacers having become so generu tbat to
be seen pacing, at once, in many minds,
decides timt the pacer is in tbe employ of
the firm whose machine or tyre the rider be
is pacing is using. Unretained pacers, we
hear, are being the recipients of a lot of nn-
pleasantness in this way, and they cannot
be expected to long lay themselves open to
such an annoyance as tbeir only retnrn for
their trying and thankless labours as pacers,
and they will become still rarer birds ononr
speed paths.



fiecord Suppression.

The General Committee of the Union
have made an important rnling, with aview,
presnmably. of protecting the licensed
amateur,and preserving the records for him
artificially. It is to the effect that no
unlicensed amateur can go for records with-
out the permit of his Centre. It does not
matter on what occasion, nor whether the
timekeeper is official or not. Anynnlicensed
man going for record without permit will be

Try again.

The Portsmouth Road Club hold another
meeting this Saturday at the United Service
Recreation Ground, to try and recover
some of the deficit on their August Bank
Holiday meeting. lI-ocal men should support
them.

May rumour lie.

W e hear rumours of a 12 hours'race at
Putney, in October, and trust it is not true.
Path racing so late in the season is always

suspended from all competitions, and be of questionable sporting value, and this year,
un»le topace at Union meetings. when distance events bave been so utterly
Osmond refused Inermilt.| T tmi overdone, another 12 hours would be almost

F. J, Osmond, who is riding remarkablya calamity. May the Hanapeis this Satnr-

well, and has been showing his back wheel
to the best of them at Catford, applied to
the Union for permission to go for records
as an amateur, but wasrefused. It may be
that the Union have good reasons for their
decision, but they are not apparent to the
ordinary mind. F. ]. O. could hardly be
suspected of maker's amateurism, seeing he
rides a machine made by a firm of which he
is the bead; and, as to his sportsmanship
and honourable conduct on the path, it bas
ever been above suspicion.

Those Osmonds.

CoNStDBBED from any point ofview, and
particnlarly with regard to the youth of the
firm, the successes to the credit of the
Osmond machines this season have been, to
say the least, remarkable. That most
genuine amateur, R. A. Marples. used his
Osmond when he broke the mile record for
licensed amateurs, at Catford, last week,
doing 1.56}, and, it willbe remembered, that
he did hisfamous unpaced mile on the same
machine. Chinn bas been making all his
records, and scoring all his sensational wins
on an Osmond, and the unlicensed standing
start mile, 1.541.is to the credit of him and
his Osmond. The machine hag thus the
mile record for licensed and unlicensed,
paced and unpaced, and the remarkable part
about it is, that the records are not broken
by fractions, but in each case, the first time
an Osmond changed them, at least 5 secs,
came off the old time. There is no doubt
aboutit, F. J. O. knows how to build.

Marples' mile aad otherrecords. Tf.~S

To oblige certain licensed and unlicensed
amateurs who declared they wished to go
for record, the Catford C.C. went to the
trouble and expense of mnning an open
eveniog meeting at their grounds last
Wednesday. The avowed would-be record-
breakers, for the most part, did not appear,
but some good work was done, nevertheless,
in the favourable weather. The best per-
formance was that of R. A. Marples. who,
paced by a triplet, brought the licensed
amateur standing start mile down to 1.561,
as s~ainst Platt-Betts' old recoid of 2.if

made at Herne Hill a year ago; the recent
unlicensed mile of Chinn's at Catford.
was, 1.545. P. Wheelock, G. A. Hodges,

and C. T. Hodges, rode a flying start mile
on a triplet in 1.525, beating T. Butler,
F. M .Tlatt, and R. Clarke's time by 65 secs.
T. Gibbons-Brooks and A. J. Cherry both
made futile attempts on tbe standing start
tnile times, and tbe former failed also to
fewer Parlby's quarter. The mile cham-
~nship ofthe Catfordwas won by J. Platt-
Betts in 2.15, who becomes holder of the 50
Guinea Chffilenge Cup- The J-mile for
licensed men went to A. E. Nicholls, Lon-
fion Central, 50 yds-; F. Burnand, Catford,

35yds., second; E. Campbell, Catford. 55
yds., third. Pem Coleman and Powell
timed.

day give rest to a tired year !
A tragic comedy.

W hilst the ' Anchor " Shield race was
dragging on its wearisome way last Satur-
day afternoon, it was somewhat sad for any-
one, with sporting instincts, to see the very
men, who would bave imparted life and
dash to the proceedings, and made a real
race of it, having nothing better to do,owing
to license difficulties, than to fool about in
the enclosure, or take a spell of very mild
pacing exercise. W alters, the holder, was
going about, and causing some amusement,
by wearing a cabman’s license number.
This was afterwards fixed to a triplet, wilh
T. Osborn. Waiters, and Davidson on board,
and it was their especial delight to pace
]. Hunt up to his brother George, and re-
mark to the tiling leader, mHullo, Hunt,
here's your little brother come to see yon."

Precautionary measures.

It is coming to something [now when rac-
ing-men go to chemists' exhibitions and
buy np a stock of modem bandages, oint-
ments, &c., before starting in a big path
speed contest. This was actually done by
one careful competitorin the last * Anchor"
Shield race.

A half at Northampton.

An open half-mile at the Northampton
and County A.A A. sports on Saturday, was
won by C. Brookes, Wolverton, 80 yds ; S.
Downing, Northampton, second from
scratch, andj. C. Blackwell, Earl's Barton,
35 yds., third! The 5 miles championship
ofthe club went to C. J. Prior.

A cool customer.

A STRANGS story comes from the South
Coast of the cool nerve, not to say impu-
dence, of the secretary of one of the recent
meetings there. This gentleman, during
the meeting, desiring to have something
fetched from the town, got a boy to go for it.
and placed him on a path racer belonging to
one of the competitors, a stranger to him.
without going through the formality cf ask-
ing for the loan of the machine. Of course,
wheu the speed weapon was at length re-
turned to the anxious owner, there were two
punctures in the path tyres, and the delicate

machine was none the better for being
handled by a ro~h yokel. At the risk of
suspension for insulting an official, lhe

rac ng-man addressed a few remarks to that
cool hon. sec.

TOO AMBITIOUS.—II.

P.C. 021.— < Sergeant, did he say ?
angel they'll make me, sure!”

If this blamed thing don't soon stop, its an



Track mustbe off.

Jjssop was at Herne Hill, on Saturday,
back from Guerssey with a wounded
shoulder and very bad reports of the track
sthere. He smd that every English competi-
tor fell, and that Webb, of Portsmonth,
would certainly have won the cup, but that
he fell when leading, lo yds. from the tape.

A hilly 12 hours.

T hose who know the hilly nature of the
roads around Bath will appreciate the per-
formance of C. Gittens and G. Abbott, who,
on the roads, pushed a tandem 184J miles in
T2 hours. Tnis is, we believe, 12 miles
forther than Western record. They rode a
local machine, the Queen of the West, with
Dunlops.

Plesse dou't |

W e trust the club that proposes to start
a 50 miles handicap on the Ripley Road next
Sunday morning, will be better advised, and
if they are unable to select any other day
for their races, will at least betake them-
selves to a course where they will cause less
annoyance to fellow-wheelmen, and do lhe
pastime less harm.

Tandem mile In mmlo. S3 >-5 s*e%.

W. J. Jones and J. E, Ridout, on their
Dunlop-tyred Humber safety tandem, are
credited with having ridden a mile on the
road, near Hitchin,in 1.5JJ. The machine
was fitted with a propulsive speed wheel.
Two gentlemen, appointed by the 'mSporting
Life,” took the times, and their names are
unknown in cycling circles.

Fontaine’s suspension.

li is now stated that the Union have not
professionalised Fontaine, because of any
edecision of the Amateur Gymnastic Society ;
on the contrary, the Union does notcon-
sider that body has any jurisdiction over
him. What the Union has done issimply
to suspend Fontaine, because he failed to
appear to answer a charge brought against
him, and this suspensioo holds good until
he does appear.

Raclnjr men and tbe Surrey.

A RACING man writes ns to say he was
pleased to see oui remarks on the over-
crowding at the Surrey meeting. In his
heat in the mile he and another, from vir-
tual scratch, had 11 men to get round, and.
of course, failed on a track like the Oval.
His experience of the 10 miles is. that so
far from being any test of the merits of the
riders, it is nothing but a huge farce, in
which the most reckless and unscrupulous
score, provided they escape spills. He
thinks the race should be confined to men
receiving up to 40 or 50 yards'f/om the pre-
sentchampion.

Collar-bone tmashing.

Perhaps it is going too far to say that the
snap of the c”ar-OTne is becoming as
familiar a sound as the bang of tbe burst
path tyre at the modern speed-surfaced
tracks, but certain it is that the numberof
collar-bones broken this year by racing men
has been so abnormal as to approach the
natnre of an epidemic. An expert has
advanced the plausible theory that this has
been caused by the more forward position
adopted now by riders, but rather, we think,
isit to be attributed to the pace at which
men now are generally goingwhen they fall,
which allows tbem no time to release their
hold of the bandies, and put out their arms
to save themselves; they fall like logs from
a cart.

The lot of a pneumatic tyre is a hard one
— but it is better so!

A scccEssECL bicycle meetis the collision
of two scorchers, says an American Ex-
change.

AnAmerican paper hasdiscovered that the
bicwle bloomer is unlike charity, because
it doesn’t cover a multitude of s(h)ins.

It hae been truly said, that If cyclists
would hurry less and enjoy more, cycledom
would be happier.

If the word “ bike ” is tolerated by wheel-
men, itis pertinently asked, who shall decide
gainst “ cyke " ?

The "air” tbhat makes us weary is the
air that whistles through a tyre puncture
when far f/om the haunts of busy men.

Better to hunt awheel for
bought,

Than fee the doctor for a nauseous draught.

The World, remarks ” Wheel Talk,” bas
but little use for the cyclist who is con-
tinually bragging of what he could do if he
tried.

health un-

The man who wrote the proverb milt’s
never too late tomend!" evidently lived be-
fore the time when pneumatics, and mid-
night punctures became possible.

Eight miles an hour gives a bicycle a
momentum of 1.500 pounds. This, says
“Wheel Talk,” will knock down any pedes-
trian, but will not upseta l«er waggon.

W irttis: "W here
tbe wheel, pa? "

Pa (who doesn't wantto appear ignorant):

was Ixion broke on

" At Monte Carlo, probably.”— “ New York
World.”

CoBWiGGER . "You ssem rather amused
over the idea of your wife wearing

bloomers ? "

Smith wYou'd be amused yourselfif you
couldsee herwhen shetried to find somellung
inher workbaskef andem ptiedit In her lap ”
— Ex

A c~clo*political joke.

A cowic paper lets itself loose over the
recent general election, and commenting on
the fact that several of the ex-ministers have
taken to cycling, is curious as to the type of
macbine used, but suggests that, taking the
late Government together, a tanned'em
would about fill the bill!

PerpetuaJ motion solved.

YouwgQci2by “Goodmorning!l should
like to see one of those bicycles that never
stop 1”

Agent:
mean ?"

Young Quizby: “ Y'es: one of those ever
lasting ones "

Agent: “ Neverheard of one; but if you
will tell me its name ! will order yon one,
with pleasure!”

Young Quizby: "Thanks,
called the cycle of Time! "

{Allhotigli il was tht first cf Afril, ht only
just chared the doorway as akiavy crank whizzed
fast.)

"Never stop? What do you

awfully! It's

Didn't mind.
O1d Phossil : ¢ | bear they are going to
put a tax on bicycles at last!” <t
Sykleby : " 'That's ail right so long as
they don't put any underneath !”

Lying In wait.

Gentle Reader,asyouwouldshunpoison,
steer clear of those innocent-looking little
dust-heaps by the road-side! They often
conceal broken glass and other specimens of
the puncture element.

Aged lambkins.

T he bicycle has often been likened unto
" Madame Rachael” on account ot its
powers of rejuvenescence, and really, when
one hears of patriarchs of seventy frisking
along with all the buoyancy of seventeen,
tbe simile seems strangely appropriate!

Only a butterfly.

M .Coqcblin Cadet,who is reputed to
be the funniest man in Paris, and the men-
tion ofwhose nameis calculated to make even
the babies laugh, has just confessed to an
interviewer to being "one of those fool
bicyclists.” He is dead off Winter riding,
however.

New words to an old song.

W here are you going, my pretty maid ? "’

“ 1 am going a-wheeling, sir,” she said:

"And where dost thou wheel, my pretty
maid ? "

m|n the great Hyde Park, kind sir,” she
said:

“May | come with you. my pretty maid’ "

" Of course, if you care to. kind sir. " she
said,

(Asa smile upon her countenance played)

" But/wheel abassinette!" gaily said

That saucy nursemaid.

it was a flne performance.

It may notbe generallyknown that Hots-
will's distance, 208 miles, in the E.R.A.
twelve hours' road race,is a World's record,
being the longestdistance ridden in a twelve
hours' competition on the road.

10 Guineas for tbe Essex mile.

One Or two attempts upon the standing
Essex path records will be made at High
Beech on Saturday. A 10 guinea'prize
being presented to the rider who holds the
mile record at 8 p.m. on Saturday, the pre-
sentrecord standing at 213 The help of
pacemakers will be welcomed.

The new track at Southport.

Satdrday last saw the opening of the new
athletic grounds and cycling track of the
Southport Athletic Society. The new track
is cinders, 3 laps to tbe mile. Thbe principal
item on the programme was the 3 miles’
race for the Liverpool Centre championship,
which proved to be a very easy thing forD.
Dagleish; T. Astill, of Warrington, after an
unfortunate spill, securing second place,
with T. H. Carr third.

Thursday at Herne Hill.

J.M.Dawnay,and H.J. Clarke attempted
to lower Stroud and Bates’s tandem tricycle
hour record at Herne Hill, on Thuriiay
evening, hut were early hopelessly outside;
they, however, altered the two miles to 2 378.
Ao attempt on the two miles triplet record
by E. Edwards, Litchfield, and Liddicoat,
was also a failure. Liddicoat was morefor-
tunate in the two miles open handicap,
winning the event from the 90 yds. mark .
E. P. George, Boro'. Poly., 70 ycis., second.
R. W. Loader, London County, 135 yds,
third.



MERRY LirrLE WHEELERSt

IT is a matter for remark
and coDgratulatioD
among lovers of cy-
cling that this season
of 1S95 an impetus
has b~ n given to the
pastime by tbe sup-
portand favourshown
It by the aristocracy,
and by the large
number of ladies who
have taken enthu-
siastically to the
wheel. Another class
however, has not
been so much noticed,

not a whit less important than either of
these, and which promises to emphasise and
extend to no smal degree the popnIMity of
the wheel, viz,, the juvenile recruits who
have swelled the ranks of cycledom. |Ifcy-
cling has become a fashionable craze, it
has equally become a youthful craze. It is
marvellous the fascination the wheel pos-
sesses for the children of to-day: all other
modes and methods of recreation and of
mischief thatwere wontto engage the youth-
ful mind and energies have paled their in-
effectual fires in the glow of this new de-
light. Everywhere the child-bicyclist is en
nidtHce. Children of all ages and of both
sexes, once having tasted the joys of wab-
bling wheels, are as importunate as was ever
the immortal Oliver in asking for more, and
in beseeching parents and guardians to in-
vest them with all the dignity of possessing
ma bicycle of their very own.” So smallare
wme of these human atoms, one sees yearn-
ing to entrust themselves to the vagaries of
thewheel, that it seems as if the wheel-fever
must have caught them

IK XHBIR PBEAMBNLATORS,

tod that their infantile minds had been thus
torly biassed the while their nursemaids
trundled them along the footway to the
inspiringstrainsof “ Daisy," from a German
hand. Bicycling fever may thus soon be
reckoned along with measles and whooping-
cough as an infantile complaint, and should
he as philosophically received, and the little
patient as judiciously treated as when at-
tacked by the others maladies. For like
most childish illnesses there is little danger
to be apprehended from it ;ratherindeeditis
mhealthy sign, and argues well —not ~one
for the continuance of a health-giving sport
—but for the happiness, healthfulness, and
moscular power of the growing generation.
The bicycling fever is usually found as an
epidemic, and spreads with rapidity, the
contiguous conditions being favourable.
Little Jim Jones hasgotabicycle— a present
perhaps from a considerate uncle. Now, as
toon as he can sit on that bicycle while it
N ~Nles in an unaccountable, and most
eerpeniine fashion down the nearest bill,
tothing willdo Master Jim bnt to summon
the little Browns (who live next door but
-mto), to witness the performance. And
when he dismounts toexplainin condescend-

language the manipulation of the ma-
chine, and bis facility therein,together with
tome parenthetical encomiums on Uncle
Jton. ihe giver (as a sort of set-off to the
t*wns, who may have no such philanthro-
Ptos'lyinclined relative), what wonderthat
~  overwhelming desire " to try ” takes

of the young Brownites? And Jim

Jones being amiably disposed, the Brown
troupe do iry in tnrn, performing the same
ziz-zag phenomenon oa wheels— perhaps

WITH A FSW falls,

which only quickens their zeal; perhaps
with none—and return to the parental
abo” inoculated with the microbe, cyclo-
mania—a pronounced symptom being to
give neither peace nor rest till they, too, get
a_bicycle "like Jim Jones.” Itis apleasant
sight to those who have retained a youthful-
ness of spirit, in quiet avenues and snbur-
ban roads, in the course of an evening stroll,
across various detachments of
qualifying to join the noble army

How eager, how happy, how
they are, these merry little
wheel»s; how fresh and joyous their
enthusiasm! Here are, perhaps, haif-a-
dozen or so experimenting with one machine,
while half-a-dozen childish trebles pipe a

to come
children,
of cyclists.
interested

chorus of advice. There an iadu”ent
father has perched his little girl upon the
saddle of his own bicycle, and is " giving

L®f a ' The small maiden isquite glee-
tol, sitting sideways, and holding on with
chubby hands to the father's coat sleeve,
wiule she watches the " wheels go wound ”
with an interest and intelligence not inferior
to that of Helen's Babies. A little farther
on a group of somewhat older girls are
small tricycle,

leaning to pedal with a
which is notquite up-to-date. Nevertheless,
what fun they are having, taking it in turn

to be pushed up a long hill, and then sailing
~Awn the other side in triumph ! A little
farther still, and we come upon a younglad,
who,

LIKE THB true BRITISHER,

loves to take his pleasures sadly and alone
Md who. with the aid of a brand new
bicycle, b astartling and practical exponent
of the proverb that " Many are the ups and
downs in life!” That children can be most
sengns and persevering upon any favourite
project is well-known to any student of
child-character. That they can) be [diplo-

matic, too, occasionally, to atuin a desired
end, let me quote, as proof,the following

"Papal"” said Geoigie, “ it worries me
awful to think how much trouble I give
mamma!"

" She hasn't complained I *,

"N o, she's very patient- But she often
sends me to the shops for things, and they
are a good way off. and I know she gets
cross waiting when she'sinahurry!"

“That's not often. | fancy!"

" Oh,she’s most always in a hurry! She
Sets everything all ready for baking, and
nds, at the last minute, she hasn’'t any
yeM t; or she gets a pudding all mixed, and
finds she hasn't any nutmeg, or something;
and then she’s in an awful stew 'cause the
oven is all ready, and, maybe, company
coming, and | can’'t runaverylong distance,
you know, and 1 feel awful sorry for poor
mamma !'"

“Humph!" said Papa,
we do aboutit?"
thinking you might

” well, what can

"1 was buy me a
bicycle!"

Surely such diplomacy did not fail of its
reward!

So more and more is cycling laying siege
to young affections, and. out of the pleni-
tude of our own pleasant cycling experience,
and sympathy in their gladness, let us wish
all good luck and happiness to these merry
little wheelers!

L-A. M. P.

A long way out of It.

A WEIitBR in an Indian engineering paper
m dealing with the matter of the stability of
a bicycle, considers that " bicycles being
ridden in England almost entirely by boys
and jmung men whose object, for the most
part, is to cover as many miles as possible
in aminimum of time, and to whom equili-
iwum is no difficulty, and safely no aim,
little attention has hitherto been given to
the stability of the machine, every quality
I~ g sacrificed to speed.” It is time that
the writer of the above had a trip " home."

CAUGHT

Phoio.z,by S. E. Piektzrds, Nvthngham



HCNBY (- -).~W e do not roply to anonymoua
communicationft

1. G Jacksow (London).—Thanks for cutting,
*vhichwe use. Always glad of such items.

K. GUTT8MAM< (Lon”~n).—It is difltraiehtaway
road. Follow it righcaway through Uxbrflge.

“ Spbeby” (Norwlk)-—I- The Graphic, a. Yea,
we think so. 3. Not too high if you are strong.

J. C. MonoAN (London).—Price too low. We do
not know where you conld get one st such a
figure.

GnilcyC’ (London).—I. Decidedly reliable.
9. Yea, we believe ao, but we do not know the
extra coat.

T. G. Brooks (London).—Many thanks ; we prt®
duced it last week. Congratnlations onyonr per.
fornaace.

A. G. (Redcari.—Thanks for sending cuittog, bnt
10,000 copies o f “ Cycling " bad been printed when
we received il.

"Jsx" (Isle ol Man).—We strongly recoamend
No. 5»which ia a moat reliable and comfortable ma*
chine fora lady's use.

“Advancs' (Brecon'.-In preference to the one
named, we recommend the popular Rover. It is
onnecesssry to answer your other gaesiionj.

T. C.D. (London).—we do not know the South
African ftnn you name, ont believe the firm who
make their machines turn outreliable goods.

H. UNDERWOOD (London) writes :—* Csn you or
any of yonr resd”s tell me of a good guide to
Surrey, pricOi and who pnblished by, throngh
the medium of your very Interesting aud valuaue
paper?"

V. E. Skajpe (London).-Thanksfor MS.,which
we shall nse later on. We are notby any means
overstocked, but during the racing season we can*
not find room, uufortunstely, for auch excellent
matter as you contribute.

H. J.shuriock (Alma B.C.).— Year surprise
that we should devote balfa-colnmn to a personal
matter on a page devoted entirely to personal
matters, is on a parwitb tbe other unreasonable
ideas yon aeem to entertain. We have neirer
claimed or expected to pleue and satisfy every
branch of tbe cycling community. We fear that
will always remain an absolnte impossibility,
whilst cycling joumals are CMidncted by mere mor-
uls. we thankyou for being so keenly solicitons

Perhaps
it will surprise you to know tbat there is not
the remotest sign of its popularity being on the
wane.

" WEAvKa/'—Another cerrespofi-
dentwritea as follows in reference
to yonr recent ingairy:—* 1 differ
from yoar correspondent F. G.
Madge. 95 to 30 miles is absord, 5" to 60can com*
forcaoly bedone. As to routelet' Weaver’ follow

G. IlI's. route as far as Weston, and also at to
visiting tbe other adjacent places be names,
and then ride on to Minehead, and tben from
there lo Exeter, 44 miles; Exeter to Clovelly,
51 milea ; CIoveIIy to Ilfracombe ao miles; llfra-
combe to Lynton, iS miles, this being the only
really very hilly part; Lynton to South Molton and
Kreter, and then be will bave seen most of North

A
Cerregion,

lievon. If he should lake this route, then when
11 on me, |
plsnatioos
Street,
Crediton.

NdrsrereP

Jessie Fioyi> (Edgbaston).—Yes,
they will do so.

A.B.Z. (London).—We do not knowwho would

upply you in tbe manner indicated,

fl. MReeman (Malvern}.—Many thanka for the
exhaustive information given, but we published a
reply to our correspondent's query last week.

J. B, Coz (Skegness).-1. Yes. 9. We have beard
food reports upon it, though we cannot answer
rom personal experience. % Onthe frontwheel.

.C.Hansiow (Sydney, K. S. Walea).—Thanks
for yours, enclosing extract. We are always glad
to receive intereattng items of newa from the
Colonies.

“ Phohny “ (Wood Green),-1 We are not in a
position to give %ou any information whatever on
the subject. e had covered 303 miles s laps
when he retired in the 17th hour : we do not know
bow lar he was behind Shorlaad thee.

German Tourist (London)writes—* Could one
of your readers oblige me with shortly mentioning
an eight days' trip,in ‘A ft A.' column, thtOMh tbe
nicest couBtry of England (Korth Wales, Devon,
or Lakecountry)? | intend lo do about do to 30
miles aday. and to have a resting day in the middle
of the week."

E. J. W itson (Chiswick) writes as follows:—
“ In about three weeks or amonth, I intend making
a tour of tbe following places:—Birmingham,
Liverpool, Blackpool, Scan>oro’, York, Manchester,
Nottingham, Litchfield. Coventry, and Oxford.
Would You or your readers througb your ‘A ft A’
column, kimdilynive me some idea oT tbe roads, and
also about the aiatance from place to place.”

Gas BAS*n (Haverfordweat).-2 The only
thing JOB can do is to practise on the road, if yon
have no track. We advise yen toget a book en*
titled “A Natural Method of Physical Training,"
published by G. P. Psinam's Sons, London, wbicb
will give you some valuable hints. 9. AU machines
named are of the highest possible grade. No. x
has been scoring well lately, and ks a speedy
raouat. We never recommend the use of a purely
racing machine on the road, though they do in*
variably dtand the strain.

we believe

Lieut. C. McCollock fH.M.S.

Cycling “ CamnetdowQ,”" Malta).-Thanks
at for su@eyripttoa which has beea
MaiU. duly enterM. It will expire on

April 95th, t&& Our correspon-
dent writes as followsThis conutry is no
country at all—for cycliats. Nothing bat blazing
white roada, nov”~etation to apeak of, and hardly
a level spot in thewhole island. lam glad I left
my Triniuph T.D. at home; nevertheless there are
cycles hsie, which proves how powerful the ad-
vanceofthe (vde is, when it canestablish afooting
iu a benighted coantry like tbis '*

A CORNEsrohusNTwntea:-“A very

Sussex pleasantlide m v be had from
Cross-roads. Brighton to Haslem”e via Old

Shoreham, Steynmg, Bramber
Castle, under the ridge of the South Downsto 1™ 1-
borough and Petworth. The road is fairly easy, ex-
cept the laat six miles which is biUy, hut gc”
surface. One may tben returntowardsLondonvia
the Godalming Road for about six milee, where
there is aturning to the left (no sign-post) leading
to Haalemere. The road from the last place to
London via Gu.ldford is in verygo” condition,
tbungh hilly acfirst. The countiy from Pulborongh
to Haalemere awarms with biacRberries."™

E. C. BooseY (Qicby).—Pneumatic Skate Co.,
10, Livery Street. liirmiogham.

B. il. {London}.-ThaaKs for information which,
however, was published in onr last issue

H. A. Gites (Londoo).—We do not know the
firm yon name, and as to price of gear case, itall
depends what case you have ordered.

K. J. I'bacock (Barrov?).-We do not know Mr.
Bennett's address, but have inserted aparagraph to
the effect that tbs letter ii at our office.

“Norwich" (Norwich),-The puncture evil is
very much exaggerated. If you bave Clinebsr
tyres they will give you every satisfaction.

ac ' (Crosshllli, near Keighley).—All the
machlnes named are good and reliable mounts,
and No. 1 can be recommended as a high-grade
machine.

H.K.G. (Liskeard).—You cannotreally expect us
to beable to explain tbe causeofjrour tyre troubles
all these miles away. Your questions are "1
clearly ones tbat the tyre company should answer.

Emil Hay (Oak Cottage, narefield® near Ux*
bridge), kindly offers to place his experience at the
disposal of those of onr readers who may desire to
know anything rttarding tonring in Germany. He
hM just relumra from a most delightful trip
through the Fatherland on an “ Ilizun,*and we
are indebted to Mr. A. W. Gaua”e for the pri-
vilege of nxakmg hIS offer public.

Non-Scorcher "—In rraly to

Loadoo “ Non'Scorcher’'s" inquiry forbeat

to route from London to Sheffield, |
Sheffield, begto recommend the foUowiog:—
FoUow the North Road, passing

through Harnet, Hatfield, Stevenage, Big-
gleswade, Bttckden. Alconbury Hill, Stilton, Nor-

man's Cross, Stamford, Grantnaza, Newark, Tux*
ford, Retford, over Sutton Railway crossing, Blvtb,
Oldcoates, Maltby, Wickersley, Tinsley, and up
Atierchffe Road to Sheffield. The distance is
about 165 miles, and 1 should think he will very
easily do it in two days at tbe outside. | have
covered tbe distance under that time with com*
parative ease. Should your correspondent not
have places to pot upatmro»/r, | srouid advise
any ol the following houses Stamford, “The
Coffee Tavern,* Grantham, “ Blue Lion," Market
Place. Newark, “ Boar's Head," Retford, “ How
ard's Temperance Hall," Grove Street, and if be
desires a different route back, I sh”l be very
pleased to give him one if he will either write to
g> Cppertborpe, Sheffield, or call upon roe, letting
me know beforehand, shonld he decide upon the
latter.—H. Jowsev.

NOTICE.—tv* art always happy ta tepfy to ali
'WTUSaddntstd to us on mamrt eonmcted mitk
t . spcrt, pastime, ortrad*. It must bt disHnelfy
undcTStocd, kesveter, tkai owingto iht tare* nutnbif
of inquirtes wkuk reach us, we eannotahpoys npiy
atcnee, buts”e ahvays endeauour to anatser gnerut
a* socn as possible.

Correspondents ean send inqutrus to us fo*
iHsertion in this column with a vtev io asesrtaining
information from any of our readers sekoee ex-
pertenees render them capable ofgiving U. Under
DOcircumstances whatever can we reply throagb
tbe post ta tnquirus ofany description.

Under no eireumstances can we reafy to anony-
mous eorreepondenie. Name and skoula
accompany evert inquin as a guarantee good
faxih.





