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SOME JOYS AND SORROWS OF
CYCLING.

Bv HoLOPHOTt.

HORSL of steel
aod rubber tbat
costs notbiog to
keep and is easily
stabled, that is al-
ways ready when
wanted, and does
not, after tbe man-
ner of steeds of
flesh and blood
tat his heal off,
as the sayiog is,
when standingffdle
in the stall.

This, 'or something very like it, is
the stereotyped argument for proving
the superiority of the wheel to horse-
flesh. 1t is, however, a view of the
jiggec as seen through glasses of rosy
hue; an optimistic definition from a
theoretical point of view, as the practi-
cal ownero the steel horse will tell yom
In spite of out unabated devotion and
constancy to the wheel, we are bound to
say, that in actual practice it does not
answer to the above description of an
unmitigated blessing. There are, in fact,
few hobbies that are such a source of
constant worry and expense as your
modern air-shod safety. What with
punctures, bursts, and gashes of tyres,
leakages of valves, broken balls, loose
spokes and nuts, the worries of the gear
case, the bothers of saddles, lamps and
brakes, and the tricks of chains, bear-
ings and cranks, and a thousand other
deviations from soundness, the bicycle
is not so innocent of breeding care_ as
one might imagine. Nor is the pastime
to which It lends itself, from its frequent
association with

COLLISIONS WITH DOGS,

pedestrians, and vehicles,and encounters
with pMicemen, hedges, banks, &c., the
unalloyed pleasure it seems.

Without for a moment impugning tbe
high reputation of makers, the best of
bicycles is a piece of mechanism swarm-
ing with petty troubles that buzz about
your ears and sting you almost every
day of your riding life. We are not
sure, however, that, like the parent who
often evinces the greatest partiality for
the naufhly child ofthe family, we do
not like it all tbe better for its trouble-
some proclivities. As a rule, the finer
our mount, the more fastidious we grow,

N

and wider awake to detect the faintest’

fal'ing off from the high ideal, which it
has helped to set up, by pandering to
our insatiable taste for luxury. To the
proprietor of the clanking, rusty vehicle
of the gaspipe order, nothing short of a
fracture io a vital part of the frame, or
a wheel coming ofr, would be looked
upoa as a misfortune worthy of the
name aud capable of disturbing the
Bcrenily of his happiness, or of marring

bis compiicency. But cycle connois-
seurs are something like Haman, of
Scripture repute, who, in the zenith of
his power and prosperity, was made
miserable by one man’s contempt for
him. Before his promotion the haughty
Agagite’s corns had probably not been
nearly so tender, and he could have
borne, without wincing, the treid of a
whole army of Israelites on his cal-
losities. So it is with the latter-day
cyclist.

THE RATTLE OF MUDGUARDS,

or the creaking of a saddle is ennugh to
jar his nerves, while his hardy progeni-
tor, or he himself, 20 years ago, would
have clanked and clattered along with
every tooth rattling in his skull in perfect
composure.

But after all, the blessings of life, as
we understand them, are usually ad-
ministered and best appreciated bv us
ia the chequered form, such as the alter-
nations of day and night, sunshine and
rain, smiling and weeping, qpd who shall
say, that cycling would be a whit more
enjoyable shorn of the petty troubles
that give zest and piquancy to the pas-
time. Let ussketch a few of the joys
and sorrows of cycling gathered from
our own experience.

Every rider, for instance, knows the
joys of a tyre with a ttead-like velvet,
and which is, at the same time, fast and
resilient and easily repaired. What
more would you have, where does the
sorrow come in, you will ask? May it
never come to you as it did to us! 'Twas
on the trainlines, where the water-cart
had been, where puddles thick and
greasy strewed the tramway metals.
There are a few incidentsrelating to the
disaster branded with a red-hot iron on
the tablets of our memory, which, though
disconnected, may be woven by the in-
telligent reader into a perfectly coherent
tale of woe. The following are the
chief items of the catastrophe. A hoot
of derision from an unsympathetic sec-
tion of the spectators, a broken crank,
a lacerated elbow, and slimy mud, a
liberal sample of which we carried away
on our clothes, for purposes oi analysis
no doubt.

The next time we rode out we were
fully armed with non-slipping bands on
both wheels, with which we success-
fully engaged the foe, completely routing
the mud fiend. A period of perfect
peace and contentment now followed,
when tbe discovery was made that the
bands were beginning to peel off. A
tour in the North of Scatland was some-
what marred by the constant anxiety to
which the insecure state of these bands
gave rise. Imagine them stripping off
when flying a hill, and getting

ENTANGLED AMONG THE SPOKES.

A vivid picture of ourselves coming to
pieces occasionally occupied our imagi-
nation, and prevented our enjoying our
picturesque surroundings. Ultimately
tape had to be used for securing the
ba?ds, and fresh anxieties arose as to

the security of lhe tape, which was
scarcely proof against the hard granite
roads of Caledonia, stern and wild. The
bandages also excited the curiosity of
the nath’es whenever a halt was called,
and the machine .stood outside the inn
surrounded by a small crowd of vil-
lagers. “ Bust in twa places,” was the
diagnosis of one speculator, who de-
livered his opinion with an air of
authority.

W eare now told that the causeof non-
adhesion wa.s the caovas with which tbe
bands were backed, and that we must
havethem removed and pure rubber ones
fitted ia their place. No doubt it isa
great consolation, when oae has to pay
away good money twice over, to have
the cause of the double-barrelled ex-
pense lucidly and satisfactorily ex-
plained.

The gear question, too, has been with
us a fruitful source of joy tempered with
sorrow. With a high gear and the wind
astern, tbe summit of cycliog bliss may
be said to be reached. Terrific speed
with little or no effort, and flying the
hills with the velocity of a mighty rush-
ing wind, accompanied by a slow easy
movement of the legs and a reced-
ing procession of rivals on the road,
like telegraph poles seen from the
window of a railway carriage, this Is
nectar and ambrosia to the cyclist’s
heart. The sorrows begin when be pre-
pares to wheel round and face the gale,
when every inch of ground has to be
fought at aa average pace of 4 or 5
miles an hour. The aching of his mus-
cles as he grinds along, droppicg sweat
as fast as the Arabian trees their medi-
cinal gum, is only equal to tbe Irav” of
his soul as be sees the low geared things
of one shape and another, that had re-
ceded and vanished like land behind an
ocean steamer, now creep up one by one,
easting a look of compassion as they
go, or assuming an air of stolid com-
placency which is still more irritating.

Until the wind veer again the high-
geared soul is a stranger to joy, and the
happiness born of wheeling exercise
knoweth him not. And yet, who that
has once sipped the delights of a high
gear would ever brook anything else,
an” allow himself to be

DRIVEN BACK BY THESE ADVERSITIES

to fall again into tbe ranks of the low
geared army, donning once more the
brake, the mudguards, the two-inch
tyres, the voluminous tool bags and
other eijuipments of the wise ones of

mthe wheel, who travel slowly on prin-

ciple— so they say—and never want for
hard words to pelt the unfortunates who
are by nature and habit less sluggish
than themselves in spirit as well as pace.
Such a backsliding would be a melan-
choly spectacle indeed, comparable to
that of a fallen augel, or a golden eagle
deprived of his pinions and grovelling
on the ground.

The Catford C.C. propose bolding their
usaal smoker early in the festive season.



SzB that you get our Snpplement this
week.

Cyclists have been termed the Centaurs
of the 19th Century,

A PROFIT of £215 was
Exeter cyclists’ carnival.

OoR Show Numbers are wel
they will be full of novelties.

The Aberdeen family, from Lord Aber-
deen downwards, are enthusiastic cycliats.

The Bath Read have decided on a series
of four Cinderellas at the Westminster Town
Hall.

Mr. McDonald, the Labour member of
Queensland, haa been touring his electorate
on a bicycle.

T his week we present our readers with a
Supplement depicting “"The Right Hon.
A. |. Balfour, First Lord of the Treasury,”
on Bis bicycle.

T he Sheffield Cycling League dinner will
be held at the Clarence Hotel, on Monday
night, the 14th inst

A CYCLING lantern parade will be held at
Epsom, this Saturday, in aid of the Epsom
and Ewell Cottage Hospital.

W hile saddles have the present popular
form, the riding of bicycles will never be
classified as an exact luxury.

Tbe annual dinner of the Catford C.C,,
Is fixed for Saturday, November gth. at the
Holborn Restaurant (Council Chamber).

It is said thatForbes-Ro”~rtson. the great
actor, now playing” Romeo," to Mrs. Camp-
bell's eeJuliet,”” cycles daily in Battersea
Park.

IncoD”uence of the state of the leather
market, it is estimated that the price of
cycle-saddles and tool-bags will be doubled
next year.

The Catford C.C. are
smoker on last year's lines,
Hall. Holborn Restaurant, on Friday,
vember ist.

It is mentioned as a sort ol hardship, that
American cyclists are being requested by
hotel ke~ rs in the States, to wear their
coats in the dining room.

A COMPLICATED tandem smash was caused
by a wasp the other day. The wasp stung
the front man’s face, and in the confusion
that followed, the tandem went over.

In ourissueof 26th inst. we shall present
onr readers with No. 3 of our series of
Supplementsof“Typesof Cyclists." "“The
Veteran " is the subject of the picture.

The cycle parade and carnival In con-
nection with the Manchester Life-b”t
Saturday demonstration on Saturday next

mises to be one of the largest yet held
his country.

The San Francisco Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Children, have an-
nounced their intention of prosecuting
Jyclisls who carry infants on their handle-
bars. Quite right too 1

The Hammersmith C.C. have elected

P. F. Madge,of i. St. Stephen's Avenue,
Shepherd’'s Bush, as Hon. Sec., vice Mr.

W . McReath, who has been honoured
Jith the post of Vice-President on his re-
tiwment. Mr. Albert Turner has been re-
?*®eted President. Mr. Frank Williams
Vaptajn. and Mr. W. Wood Treasurer.

realised at the

in hand-

running a big
at the King's
No-

Rims tor tandems.

Itis a well-known fact that ordinary light
rims are altogether inadequate lo the pecu-
liar strains put upon them when fitted to
tandems, triplets, &c., and those who use
such cycles should insist upon having
proper riras fitted.

Thc.DIbble Memorial.

W e have pleasure in printing the following
letter from the Surrey B.C.

" Dear Sir.
| bave great pleasure in enclosing here-
with cheque £5, beingdonation from Surrey
Bicycle C ub, towards the Dibble Memorial.
There should be no need of any appeal for
funds for the Memorial, and 1 am sure its
popularity will be evinced by the support it
will receive from clubs and riders who have
been associated with the Ripley Ro”, and
who have had the pleasure oi knowing Miss
Annie Dibble.
mYours truly.
(Signed) A. L.Bbi1."

Previously acknowledged

Staolay prospects.

Mr. Lamb, the Stanley Show secretary’
bas sent us a long list of prominent firms
who have secured space. Including such
names as Rudge-Whitworth. Marriott &
Cooper, New Ormonde, Referee. Thomson
aud James, Friswell, Cycledom, Goy, and
Gamage.

Th© Priaces5

H.R.H Princess Beatrice hasjust taken
her first lesson in cycling. The firm hon-
oured by Her Royal Highness's commands is
the famous Rudge-W hitworth, Ltd., of Bir-
mingham, and the instructor,we need hardly
say, was Mr. E. M- Mayes, of the Rudge-
W hitworth Depot, Regent Street, London.

Exhibition of Road-.Motor carriages.

T hanks to the enterprise of Sir David
Salomons, the talented Mayor of Tunbridge
W ells, we are to have an exhibition of all
available motor road carriages in this coun-
try at Tunbridge Wellson Tuesday, October
15th; and as ~'tclihg bas all along been
one of the first papers in lhe country to

1 1
H.G.Gent. 0 2 6 recognise the immense importance 01 the
Mrs. G ent. 0 2 6 nev movement, we will be specially repre-
E. S. Wallis Roberts 0 2 6 sented on the occasion, and duly report it.
R. L, Philpot s, 010 6 In the " Kent and Sussex Courier,” of Octo-
C. Lloyd o 5 0 ber 4th, a most interesting and able article
Surrey B.C. 5 o 0 appears from the pen of Sir D. Salomons,
Per Qtouhg H. Payne o 2 6 dealing with the wholequeslion, historically,
W. Edmunds... o 2 6 mechanically, aad legally. This invaluable
- F.W. Swain... o 2 6 contribution to tbe literature of the question
F W. Edmunds o 2 6 is far and away the most lucid, learned, and
T- Hayes o 5 0 trustworthy exposition of the position of the
Motor-carriage, which has yet appeal
£/3 9 | either at home or abroad.
J. W. STOCKS, Catford C.C.



/ Kniglitsbridge Bairacls. will

A Winter indoor spin.

The cycle-ridiog school opposite the
be kept open
all the Winter from 9 to i each morning Cor
ihe nse cf cyclists. For the rest of the day

the hall will be a roller-sliatiDg rink.

Flre«proo( paper lanterns.

Parisian cyclists are very fond of riding
about at night -with coloured paper lanterns,
iustead of the more substantial metal and
glass ones of commerce. A Frenchman has
patented a plan whereby these lanterns are
rendered proof against fire.

Lovely scenery In Wales,

One of the prettiest pieces of scenery
ever witnessed by a member of our staff,
was that encountered passing up the Menai
Straits, from Menai Bridge toCarnarvon, on
Thnrsday last. Most people finish the
journey at Menai Bridge, but in so doing
they miss a most lovely picture of Nature.

A eollil popularity.,

The New Ormonde cycles, which once
enjoyed a, perhaps, rather sensational repu-
tation, have now settled down intoa steady
and solid popularity, which has every pros-
pect of growing. They are well made, well
finished, and remarkably low-priced ma-
chines, coDsideriug tbeir class, and we are
not surprised to hear thatthefirm are making
extensive additions to their faetory and plant,
lo cope with their increasing trade.

A sad 10S6-

Tbe Tynemouth Priory C.C. has sustained
a less by the death of R H. McDonald,who
was one of their most genial and popular
members. Poor large-hearted M ac " was
laid to his last resting place, inthe presence
of the clubmen whose pleasures he had so
often shared, and the sad faces gathered
round the grave, bore mute testimony to the
esteem and affection in which he was held.
Poorold " M ac!" may the earth restlightly
on him.

A Centre .Meeting.

T he South Yorkshire Centre RacingCcm -
mittee had a meetiog, on Tuesday night,
when a tot of business was got through. A
Manchester rider appeared before them to
give an explanation cf his riding in a half-
mile handicap. After bearing bis statement,
and seeing thatbe had already been slopped
from racing for two months, bis susfiensidn
was cancelled, with a caution asto bis future
riding. An under value prize was settled by
the Sports Committee, making up the prize
to the advertised value. The Cawood run-
ning-down case will be tried at the Sheffield
County Court on the loth inst.

Brakes

It isbeingdriven home to thecycling mind
that fewer broken bones would be heard of
if there were more brakes Objections to
brakes are numerous, and, to acertain extent,
well founded. It is urged that they destroy
the tyres, are heavy, look cnmbersome, and
are not so effective as back-pedalling, as far
as nicety is concerned. Thbe firstand last of
the above-named objections, appear to us
to be completely overcome by adcmting a
brake that acts on the rim of either the front
or back wheel, preferably tbe back. Such a
brake is fitteid on the Idndley speed gear
machines, and we have frequently been
struck with its efficacy, when watching
these machines in use, and marvelled at tbe
extreme nicety with which the speed of the
machine can fcecontrolled.

THE S1iMP50N LEVER CHAIN.

T he accompanying illustrations are pro-
duced from the actual article in its latest
form,acorrectideacan iherefOTSbe obtained
as to its theory. So tar the reader bas, in
many cases, been given an entirely wrong
impression of the invention, as articles deal-
ing with it have utilised the di~am taken
from the specification when the device was
in an altogether primitive condition.

As yet we have been unsuccessful in try-
ing a machine fitted with this latest of sensa-
tions, and we therefore refrain from expres-
sing anyopinion either,for orgainst, b”~ore

such an opportunity is afforded us. We
think that those who merely upon theory
have so violently decried the idea, have been
gpilty of gross unfairness. The pneumatic
tyre shonld have taught them a different
lesson, for when it first came out hundreds
of theories were advanced proving up to
tbe hilt its uselessness, alitftepractice, how-
ever, proving the reverse. It scarcely
seems credible that gigantic concerns, in-
volving hundreds of thousands should have
been tSready formed, for such is tbe case,
without this extraordinary invention being
ail that is claimed for it.

W e are told that a British Company has
been formed with a capital of a quarterof a
million, tbe money is mlsubscril”™, and the

shares are already at a big premium. The
public will not be asked to subscribe a
halfpenny, and a prospectus will not even be
issued. An even more marvellous statement
is made to us, namely, that the American
tights have been sold for five hundred thou-
sand pounds, and a large royalty on each
chain made. We have seen tne telegram of
the promoter stating this fact. We under-
stand that the chsurman ofone of the most
powcrlul Companiesin England is the chair-
man of the British Co. Under these cir-
cumstances it is our intention that the
Simpson lever

chain shall have every
opportunity of proving its merits.
We next come to what the chain itself is

credited with having done, and the follow-
ing will show that whatever the circom-
stances under which the perfermances were
made they are certainly remarkable. It will
be noticed that so far they are confined to
the road, but we have the assurance of the
promoters that their attention will shortly
turn to the track, where the public will be
able to see everything for themselves.

On Thursday oflast week Messrs. I-eitch
and Pellant, on a Humber tandem, and T.
Osborn, on a Humber safety, essayed the
task oftreducing the previous bests at the
distances of quarter and half-mile- Owing to-
the unfavourable state of the roads and wind
a new coarse had to be selected from the
one on which they had arranged to go.

A start was made with tbe quarter mile,
with flying start, and althcugh at tbe start
the machines were not going full speed,they
flashed over the quarter mark in the remark-
able time of 20! secs. The riders consider
they were travelling at the finish at the rate
offully 50 miles an hour.

They next went for the half-mile, but,
owing to a mistake in the measurement, the
timekeeperswere at the 3furlongs mark, and
when watches were compared, it was found
that they had ridden the 660 yds. in 32J secs.
This mistake necessitated another trial, and,
with a fairly good start, the riders fiew over
the mark. Owing to some person shout-
ing abont 100 yds. from the finish, Osborn,
cn the safety, sat up. thinking he had
finished, but, seeing tbe tandem still going,
he again bent to his work, and finished some-
few yards behind the tandem. The tandem
clocked 44! secs., and Osborn 46 dead.

On Friday Leitch and Pellantwent for the
flying mile, and although it was nearly
dark, they ccmpleted the full mile in the
wonderiul time of i min. 39 secs.

The riders are of opinion that these
tiroes can, under more favourable conditions,
and with more trainiag be considerably re-
duced, and even talk of touching over 50
miles an hour for a short distance.

Desperate attack on cyclists.

A MOST unusual occurrence took place in
Dnblin last week, and in the Phoenix Park.
Two wheelmen who were riding through
the Park were attacked by roughs, and very
badly handled indeed. The tramps demanded
money, which the cyclists refused, and were
promptly set upon. Some more wheelmen
arrive npon the scene just a little too late,
seeing whom tbe ruffians made good their
escape post-haste. The cyclists set upon
were mnch tbe worse for the affray, having
to be treated for their wounds at a neigh-
bouring infirmary. This is the first time
that we bave beard of wheelmen being
openly attacked in the Pbcenix Park; a
rather risky place for highway robbery,
especially as tbe roads usually t>warm with
cyclists.



A leap from the Eiffel.

As might be supposed, Sam Brown's
little tour through Sonthern England on
his 15-feet of Etifel bicycle, has not been
vithout incident. Near Folkestone he had
to take a flying leap into a garden to avoid
t trap, the horse of which shied, and in
Folkestone another frightened horse caused
another leap, this time a sprmned ankle re-
sulting.

Photafl h J- f\ Afori

A good thing (n pumpa.

W s have beeo using what strikes us as
being a very good thkig in pumps. It is
made of Celluloid, pumps easiy, has a de-
tachable connector, which packs neatly into
the handle end, and weighs only 0zs, in
our own scales. It is made in black for
5s. 6d., or ivory white for 6s., and in the
latter form looks very stylish,but the darker
hue will probably appeal more to the

SNAr-sHOTS DY-TIIE - WAY

general run of cyclists. Bluemel & Bros,

Globe Road, E., are the makers, and they

have well named it the « Featherweight.”
Romancing:.

An employt at the Lost Property Office, in
detailing his experiences, says that be has
even known absent-minded people to leave
bicycles in trains, and aftna'ards jorgtt ta
claim them! Cyclers and fishermen, avaunt|
the biscuit is not for yon!



iqs

W ith an eyeto the future.

A CAPITAL invention ot a single-track rail-
way, on the bicycle principle, is ~ing ex-
perimented with in France. |Itis intended
for use in military operations, and can be
readily laid along roads or across fields.

Thirty-four miles an hour.

the marvellous de-
velopments in the speed cycle of late years,
our equine friends are still able to hold their
own overcertrin distances. At Newmarket,
Childers, the swiftest horse ever foaled, has
covered the four-and-a-quarter miles’ conrse
in seven-and-a-balf minutes.

N otwithstanding

Another shocking tandem .smash.

W e hearotanother terrible tandem smash
caused through the grossly faulty construc-
tion of the machine, which, it is reported,
had no liners to its front-forks. W hilst
pacing Willat, of the Southern C C., on the
road recently, Mason and Gaillard, of the
same club, were riding the tandem in ques-
tion, and when sprinting down Salvington
Hill, the faulty front-lorks broke off. All
three men were dashed to the ground.
W illat escaped with scratches, and having
his clothes torn from his body; Gaillard
was rendered temporarily insensible, bnt
the real victim was Mason, who was steer-
ing the tandem, and who presented a spec-
tacle too shocking for description. He was
removed to Worthing Hospital, where his
wife joined him.

About watcbes.

In these daysof fasttimes there is a fairly
strong demand for high-class watches tbat
will record minute portions of time with
feultless accuracy. “The well-known firm of
S. Smith & Son, 9. Straad, W .C.. lay them-
selves out considerably for this class of
business, and we lately inspected some
beautiful watches of then manufaclnre in-
tend” for timekeeping purpose*. All these
watches had Kew A certificates, and we saw
a big box fell of tbe certificates belonging
to watcheson (be premises. Nonescore less
than 70 marks, and many run higher, and we
handled watches that, wfth split second
hands, had scored Siy. 806, 75-7, &c. One
watch was to be sacrificed at tbe nice little
sum of ~375; it had taken five years in
making,bad a split second hand, a repeater,
a perpetual calendar, a recorder of moon
changes, and. of course, a gold case. But
grand watches are to be obtained for far tess
at Smith's. We saw a Kew A. with 76
marks, 27 3 for daily variation rate. 31-1 for

change of rate with change of position,
and i7'6 for temperature compensation,
priced £65, in a gold case; and there were

good split second watchre in steel cases,
with a warranty, for £10 los. A great
feature of Smith & Son's chronographs Is
that they are non-magnetic, and. we believe,
they are the only firm to make non-magnetic
watches of thishigh classwith split seconds.

Another feature is their new dial, which is
very clear to read. Mr. j. Dring, the
N.C.U. timekeeper, bought his grand
chronograph of the firm, and it has given
perfect satisfaction. There is a curious
history attached to that old timer, Mr.
Webber's watch, which was bought at
Smith’s. He look it to Florida with him,

and subjected it to very rough treatment,
and, on his return, had it cleaned up and
sent to Kew to be re-tested. It then ob-
tained an A. certificate with 79'7, which was
197 more than the watch obtained when it
was new. Good watches, like good wine,
seem to improve with age.

1

AL FRE5cO BATHING.

NE of the greatest
advantages a cy-
clist has over the
conventional
tourist, is his abso-
lute independence,

acd as a resultant of

that independence
comparative seques-
tration. The cyclist
is also in an habitual
n state of heat, which
by some be counted a

-y

in this world of tears,
is more delightful
after aride of some 20
miies, in weather such
as we experienced this last September, than
to come 00 some rock-bound cove of] the
ocean, a rippling lake, or clearriver pool, far
from fear ofdisturbance (though, truth to tell,
the writer goes in daily dread ot the cycling
woman, who may swoop down at any time).
Yes, but how aboutthe towel? You don't
carry one with you on lour, do you ?

No, decidedly not! who wants a towel
when they bave a rough prir of tweed
knickers, another of stockings, the outside

surfaces of which make capita! towels with-
ont feeling in the least damp afterwards, and
then the cap affords a final polish. The
writer when touring instead of carrying a
sponge,takes

A PAIR OF TURKISH GLOVSS,

which in themselves are capable of drying
him thoroughly after a preliminary roll on
the grass. The damp shirt should be well
exposed to dry during the bathe, and forms
a capital danger signri to lady travellers; if
not dry by the time the bathe is over, it is
aswell to wear itwrong side ont, for cyclists
shirts are as a rule equally good (or bad)
either way.

Care should be taken not to batbe in deep
swirls either in river or sea; tne writer last
year accidentally found that he had been
swimming in a hole at Bundoran, which is
apt to be a regniar death trap at certain
states of the tide; avoid sea-weed, don't
dive unless you are sure of the d~th, don't
swim far out or stay in long, and don't dally
too long on the bank before goingin. Quick
in aod quick out may be repeated several
tifiies a day with impunity, whereas one over
prolong”™ batbe may bring seriousresults in
11s train. In dressing remember to

CLOTHE THE EXTREMITIES FIRST,

1.;., begin with cap and stockings.

The writer only remembers one inconve-
nience suffered by this regular habit of his.
It was by Lock Luhnaig above Callander,
and he had left his tail ordinary some 20 feet
high above the road, and gone over a little
hillock to enjoy a comfortable swim in the
Loch. As he sauntered leisurely back over
the heather to the road, a sad sight met his
eyes; a governess car upside down, bereft of
wheels, whidi had rolled 20 yards away; a
very oid lady, speechless with fright or im-
becility. sitting on the bank, a little lad
similarly helpless,a pony grazing impas-
sively. @and. -a very angry Bustlinlg.Sdotch
lassy'endeavouring-to wmesort” "“the ‘ruins as

she best might. It was in vain that tbe in-
nocent causeofall lhis"skiander," preferred
his help in repairing, sending help, &c , for

tbe angry maiden would have nought to do
with him or bis (and she was sweetly pretty
in spite of her anger),and he had perforce to
leave her. not knowing which way even she
had been travelling, and leaveword with the
Callander Hotel folk.

Unkind.

In the play now running at Drurjr Lane,
“Cheer Boys Cheer,” a lady cyclist, of a
pronounced new woman type, comes on
with her machine in tbe Hyde Park scene.
She has a row with a constable, and is
“ moved on,” much to the delight of pit and

gallery.
wise but useless.

drawback.T hepg is govery wise clause in the Surrey

, others i®Yha¥itid g lilhts on vehicles,
advantarﬁ'eors Fkborn Baqd in the breach than in the
bs

which Is

ervance; indeed, we have never seen the
law obsetv” in this particular, nor its en-
forcement attempted. The clause is to the
effect (bat ail cariscarryingtimber, whether
rough or sawn, shall not only carry a white
light in front, but also a red light, so placed
tbat it is visible to persons overtaking the
timber waggon from the rear.

An aristocratic favourite.

It is wonderful how the good points of
the Bantam have been grasped by the aris-
tccratic sections of society. W e ~ve a por-
trait this week of a gentleman who is a case
in pcint, Mr. Balfour, and we know that a
large number of equally good class people
are staunch believers in tbhe little front-

driver. Mr. Boothroyd showed us tbe other
day a letter just received from H.R.H.
Prince Henri de Bourbon, in which he

orders eight more Bantams, including One
for his brother, the Duke of Parma. The
Prince, who is an enthusiastic cyclist, bas
abandoned all forms of cycles he has tried,
in favour of the Bantam.

About a Spring cbicken.

Thecommondomesticated hen often plays
a very important part in the history of
cyclers, but, says a Darlington cycle nofer,
| depart from Che beaten track this time on
to a fresh course— Spring chicken. It
happened on a medal ride. The road was
strewn with chickens; the elder membersof
the family made tracks for Chbe fetmyard,
probably having had some experience of
medal-hunters. One silly chick waited nn-
til the pacemaker, with arched neck and
anxious look, was almost level; then tbat
chicken made a dart to the other side of the
road. Butit was too late, tbe pace was too
hot, and he went with his bead straight at
tbe spokes of the front wheel, with tbe
result that he was carried round, and his
head t~en through between the forks at
the crown and the wheel, while his body-
remained at the other side. And there he
hung. A more comical sight it would be
bard to imagine There hung tbat chicken
between life and death, chirping tre-
mendously, his feet playing tunes on the
spokes in bis frantic endeavours to free him-
self. A good few yards had been traversed
before the machine could be pulled up, and
the chicken liberated from his perilous
position, with apparently, nothing worse
tban a damaged pinion. The scorchers
continued on their journey, fresh life having
been instilled into them by their novel ex-
perience with, what one of them drily de-
scribed as a mcontinnous alirm ."



RED INKINO.

H IS is a dangerous
form of the cycling
mania, to which we
believe not many of

the present day
riders have suc-
cumbed. They pre-
fer toride week after
week over the same
well-known highway,
of which they know

every pebble and hil-
lock by heart- forthey
know also their best
time over each stretch
of it, and they are per-
manently endeavour-
ing to beat that time
Lot us describe this fell disease, which has
laid many a veteran tourist by the heels.
Like many great evils it begins by littles.
The rider buys a map of his county, and
after he has ridden, say a year or so, thinks
it would be a good idea to trail a red ink pen
oyer those roads he has ridden over, which
will often save him thetrouble of looking for
n”~es. Then it strikes him that there is a
big lump in the left hand corner innocent
of red ; never mind that it is a dull aud un-
interesting bit of manufacturing country
with villainous roads, he mastexplore it and
mark up his map. Consequently his county
map gradually becomes

LIKE A r.IGANTIC SriDER's WEB,

mthe threads nearer to the rider’'s homebeing
closer ; for in a spare half-hour he will re-
member that there is a bit of bridle path
t»twe” two by-roads which he has rambled
through on foot scores of times, and which
has two bad water splashes, and ruts a foot
deep all the way. Nevertheless, he drags
his bicycle through it, and then proudly re-
turns to “"red up" lhe map. Then the
disease grows upon him, and in his annual
tour he is apt to disregard the picturesque
for theunknown, and make stupendous efforts
“ to complete that West coast line." Tbe
writer had.a surprise visit this W hitsuntide,
from a man who had travelled 300 miles
chiefly with a view to complete hischain of
North and South, by riding a certain 18
miles stretch. The writer did not diagnose
the complaint at once, for he had known the
patient in happier and freer times, and
suggested, a pleasanter and better jaunt,
but In vain, the victim atlast confessing that
he must do that bit to complete his line ;
after that he would go anywhere. Another
was met in Sutherland tliis Summer, plug-
ging over desolate and dreary moors, instead
of keeping by a beautiful coast, because he
had “ onceb”n that way he admitted that
It was very fine, and that he would like to see
it “ain. A glance at his map revealed why
he was fated not to.

It is a great nuisance that some map

m “iers, nowadays, in their endeavour to
~Nsist the tourist, colour the main roads
themselves Ah !itis outl | plead guilty;

all my mapsare spidered, and when you have
a few dozen, many overlapping, ft means
some work and some ink too. | draw the
line at marking where I1've walked, as if 1
marked everywhere |1 ve mnsbroomed, or
bramble-berry poached, my maps might be
brought as evidence against me, and my de-
fence would have to be tbat J had uoset the
ink-pot.

WORDS ABOUT WHEELMEN.

Henry Cook, of the Sil-
COOK verdale, bas resigned his
RESIONS. office in that club, and
also bis post of assistant
hon. sec. to the S.R R.A .consequent on his
leaving Londcn to take over an important
engineering appointment. His address is
Fern Villa, Westfield Lane, Mansfield,
Notls-
A, W. Harris has left
HARRIS England on the“ Ophir,”
LEAVES for Australia. Me has
ENGLAND. taken two Humbers with

him, and intends training
during the voyage, for which purpose he has
with him one of Hutson's Home Trainers.
He expects to attack some of the Australian
records on his arrival.

Edmund Payne,the Gaiety

TURNS actor, has turned author,
AUTHOR. during his enforced and
irksome inactivity. He

has written, for ©cliko, a humorous skit,
entitled Binkins, r The New Member— A
narrative by the former, of his race from
London to Brighton and back with the lat-
ter." Thearticleis beingillustrated, and will
appear inone of our special Shnw Numbers.
W e areglad indeed to hear that Pavne hopes
very soon now to be on those nimble legs
of bis again,

B.C.

W. ELLIS. Awverley

After occupying the posi-
tion for several years. H.
W . McReath bas retired
from tbe secretaryship of
the Hammersmith C.C McReath ba.; been
a model hon. sec., and his ciub should be
grateful to him for a vast amount of quiet,
plodding work, and unselfish sacrifice of
private time in the club’s interests.

H. w.
McREATH.

Mr.Martin R. W heeler
has distinguished himself
signally in connection with
tbe politicsofIrishcycling.
His association witb the I.C.A. has been
of comparatively briefduration,and yet Mr

AN IRISH
LEGISLATOR,

W heeler is a recognised power in the
Council Chamber. He takes a irommon.
sense and broad-minded view ot every

question, and his speeches are always clear
and logical—his premises sound, his argu-
ments good, and his deductions invariably
thoroughly convincing. His style is tem-
perate, his language moderate, and his man-
ner engaging. He never descends to per-
sonalities, and avoids anything calculate to
offend those from whom his opinions differ.
He is. in fact, a model, and, consegnently,
an effective speaker. It is truly said, tbat
W heeler has no enemies. He was recently
chosen Vice-Chairman of the I.C A , and,
although he has notyet had an opportunity
of presiding over ihe meetings of that body,
it isgenerally conceded that bis conduct in
the chair will be dignified when that time
arrives. Mr. Wheeleris a young man, and
a polished schoiar, with a brilliant future
bef({e him, we make no doubt.

To seeW . Elliswalkacross

w. ELLIS. the ground in his racing
things, his well matured
form bursting wiih muscle, his broad

shoulders erect and square, it is difficult to
realise that he is still but a youth, with all
tbe prime ofhis athletic period of life still
tocome. Ellis isa bom tricyclist, he rides
the type to perfection, in a style beyond
criticism, and he rides it from choice both on
the road and path. He is one of the finest
exponents of the three-wheeler, if not the
finest, who bas ever gotup in a race or re-
cordride on the type, and is equally good at
short orlong distances, his z 14.Z9 for 50,
and 4.38.38J for 100 miles, last year, prov-
ing what a sturdy stayer the boy is. The
N.C.U. have not thought it right to give
Ellis a license this year, and as ihere have
been no races for unlicensed tricycle riders,
he has had no opportuuity to perform pub-
licly. This bas not prevented him from
keeping up bis training all the season, and
he has been privately clocked to do some
startling miles, whilst it takes a rare good
man on a safety to sprint away from him in
training. W hat Ellis himself thinks about
his licensing difficulties, few, if any, are
aware, as he is not communicative by
nature, nor does he grumble at his fate,
whatever It may be. but wisely makes tbe
most of thepresent. He isa member of the
Anerley B.C. and London County, and is
one of tbe few thorough gentlemen to be met
io path racingcircles.

About Patents.

Ir any of onr readers have an idea for an
invention, and wish to secure tbeir rightsfor
It,they may obtain full particulars for se-
curing patents and advice, free of charge, by
appl} mg to the PatentEditor of Qycuuc,



OFPfCES.
LONDON:—37, Bouveri«J5treet, Fl««t Street.

BIRMINQHAM:—Victoria Cbambers,
/Vlartlneau Street.

IbONDON, OCTOBER 12. [895.
CONDUCTED BY
EDMUND DANGERFIELD
AND WALTER GROVES,
~AsaiaiLD BY G. It. SMITH.
Assistant Manager:

ER.NEST PERMAN.
Proprietors ;
TEMPLE PRESS LIMITED.
Soie Director;

£i»aUMt> Dangbbfield.

POREION REPRESENTATIVES:
Uhitid States .The Bearings.
pRAECK . e VeioceSport.
Holland De Kampioen.
DsauAKK .Cycien.

Beloium ... La Rev. VeLBelg
W e believe the last important long

distance race of 1895 has really been

held, and we take the opportunity of

once more protesting against the craze
for this class of com petition, which has
been so rampant during tbe pastseason.
In our issue of August loth, we wrote
strongly on thissubject, and our remarks
were approved of and commeoted upon

in many quarters, calling forth a par-
ticularly sensible article in the columns
of “To-Day,” from the pen oi Mr.
Jerome K. Jerome. One paper, it is

true, called us “ featherbed squealers,”
but then our contemporary ran a “ 24"
this year, and hopes to repeat the ven-
ture again next year, so tbat its opinion
on the sub ectcannotbe described as nn-
prejudiced. W e do not think there will
bearecurrence ofthecrazeforpromoting
these events next year, in London at
all events, as tbhe pubLc have shown
tbeirdisgustatsuch exhibitions of agony,
mis named sport, by stopping away,
aod most of the promoters must bave
lost heavily over their ventures, so that
they are not likely to tempt Fortune
again.

A CORRESPONDENT writts USthis week,
complaioingofa somewhatnovel kind of
hardship. Like allpeople who fancy they
have a grievance, he ishighly indignant.
It appears that, on a recent Sunday, he
started on a twelve hours' lide for a
club medal, and his checking sheet gave

the name of a certain inn at Fareham,
at which place Le eventuaUy turned up,
aod duly presented his sheet for the sig-
nature of “* Mine Host.” Boniface, how-
ever, was suffering from boredom, con-
sequent upon aa unusual demand on the
part of medal-hunting cyclists for signa-
tures. He, therefore, ventured the re-
mark that, in his opinion, “ there waa
too much of thatsort of thing on Sunday
mornings." According to our corres-
pondent, he was told, on asking for re-
freshments, that the “ bar was closed,”
and, eventually, he had to pay for hot
water to make hia “ Bovril ” with— .ap-
parently, he carried his “ Bcjvril” with
him. Of course, the proprietor of the
inn had no rightto refuse refreshment to
hond-fide travellers, and we really think
our correspondent must have been mis-
taken in that respect. Asregards sign-
ing checking sheets, we must say this,
tbhat some of the young men, who ffit
through the country in quest of time
medals, are too apt to Imagine that the
importance of iheir mission is as ap-
parent to others as to themselves. They
must not forget that an inn keeper signs
their checking sheets out of pure good
nature, and that he is no more bound to
do so than he is to pump npor repair
the tyres of his visitors’ bicycles. We
can well understand that even the con-
tinual tigning of time-sheets on the day
of rest would, in time, produce tntxui in
an inn-keeper; especially if be had
signed a dozen such sheets without
turning a penny in the way of trade. Of
course, we are not saying that our cor-
respondent had not somecause for'com-
plaint; we only like to balance the pro-
babilities.

It would seem to be partofthe nature

of tbhe weaker sex, says our tame
misogynist, to do everything by ex-
tremes, from sleeves to love-making.
Particularly is it so with the athletic
young woman, whether she be tennis-
player, golfer, shooter, or cyclist. W e

do not care much about her ourselves,
but we do for the impression she makes

upon people of reason and common
sense, who may be excused, if they
judge a whole genus by the perform-
ances of an ill balanced section. Thbe

other day we heard of
barely outof her teens,
the pastime, whe had

a young girl,
and a novice at
ridden between

40 and 50 miles of hilly, nay, even
mountainous, country, includiog three
mountain passes, two of which the

majority of men cyclists would vote na-
rideable. Possibly she came to no
harm ; possibly she did; time alone
will show; but we do know that h.ard
words were spoken of her wisdom,
though probably she thinks she did a
plucky tbing, and that everyone either
admires or envies her. Women are
more prone to over-exert themselves
than men, for in them, indeed, the spirit
is strong, but the flesh is weak. It has
been the lot of the writer to be thrown
in company with many ladies in moun-
taineering expeditions, and to hav»
suffered at times from the collapse oka

fair member, who, an
claimed herself to be
M an

hour before, pro-
perfectly fresh.
is a more selfish animal, and not so

high-spirited, but his knowledge of iiis
own powers in the event is more
satisfactory to his companions.

may be dubbed croakers, but oar desire
is that the pastime may be benefltted by
the present wave of fashion, and also
that the followers of fasbion may be
benefited by the rational pursuit ofthe
pastime.

In connection with our remarks last
week, concerning the action ofa certain
firm in withdrawing their advertisement,
in consequence of our having criticised
theirgoods in accordance with the result
of our trial, we have the opportunity of
proving our assertion, thatthe best class
of firms never resortto such questionable
tactics as attempting to coerce a paper
ioto giving a false report of goods sent
for trial. Some time ago, a firm adver-
tised a new saddle in our columns, send-

iog one for us to try and reportupon;

we tested it thoroughly, but found It
anything but comfortafcle, so refrained
from passing an opiaion. The firm

wrote us, saying they would like to see a
report of our trial in ©yci1ino, and we
then wrote, ioforming them that we
could not favourably notice the saddle,
and suggested several improvements
where we considered them needed. We
were thanked for our suggestions, and,

in due coarse, an altered saddle was
sent. W e tested this also, but were
bound to write again, stating tbat,

although vastly improved, we were still
unable to conscientiously recommend
the article to our readers. A courteous
letter was received, thanking us for the
trouble we bad taken in tbe matter, and
asking us towithhold theiradvertisement
till further notice, it being the intention
ofthe makers that the article should be
perfectbefore being offered tothe public.
This action, on the part of the firm
under notice, gives cooclusive evidence
of a keen desire to deal fairly with the
public at any cost; butwhen a firm re-
sents fair criticism on the demerits, as
well as the merits, of a new article, they
lay themselves open to the suspicion
tbat their intentions towards the public
are notwhat they should be.
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There is some talk of a cement track
being laid in Birmingham.

T he American hour record is 27 miles,
185 yds., by Tilus at Springfield.

and his wife have reached

The Yorkshire Coad 24 staads at 290
miles, to the credit of R. Norton and Dun-
lops-

F.
an unpaced half at Toronto, last Thursday, in
538 “ to

The Union have just passed a long
string of records, dating right back from
May r8th

The Anerley Road championship was

won on Saturday by C. G.
terrible weather.

The great annual meeting at Springfield.
America, passed off this year with
iclat. ~id was the hero.

T he American 24 hours’ champion, lkouis
«ffimm .was trained by the American amateur
boxing champion, Dr. Payne.

The S.R.R A. hon sec. is in receipt of
a lot of inquiries abjut record routes, aud
given fine weather something ought to go.

W orkmen are busy putting up again the

wooden track, known as the Paris Winter
track,

Wridgway. in

its usual

situated in the Palais des Arts
Libeiaux.

The Portsmouth Road Club, instead of

making up for previous losses at their late

meeting, made tbe balance-sheet Icok more
sorry still.

It is rather curious that both the Southern
and Western 12 hours' records are he'd by
Harrisons. They are 194 and 187 miles
respectively.

The Polytechnic men who were suspen-
ded for competing against Fontaine in the
club championship have all been uncondi-
tionally reinstated.

A.J. Watson has won no less than 31
firsts, 14 seconds, and 4 thirds, including 3
cbampiouships.and 6 challenge cups, on
Dnnlop tyres during 1895.

W e are told of a road recGrd-breaker
between Chicago and New York, who used
a 91 gear, that his machine " was subjected
to unusual strains.” W e believe it

In a 30 miles road race at Buffalo on
September 2tst, no less than 14 competitors
bettered previous American record. The
winner's time, E. F. Leonert, was 2.21.9.

The North Road Club on Saturday re-
turned to the road, and ran off a 50 in a
drenching rain. Gordon Minns, on a Mo-
hawk with Dunlops, won, and made fastest
time.

Lance-Corporal Galloway, cycling
champion of the British Army, writing to
the makers of bis machine, Bradbury & Co.,
Ltd . says " I was never on such a good
jigger before."

A eround club for Wood Qreen.

1 he preliminary stages have now been
complete for the formation of a ground
club at Wood Green track next year. An
excellent prograrame. with special attrac-
tions and privileges for the membership of
the club, is being drafted.

Two only.

Onty two English riders entered for the
Grand Prix de Paris, the preliminary heats
forwhich began on Sunday last. They were
C. P.Barden and W. Broadbrldge.

Watson wins once mord.

A J. W atson won the Licensed'Victual-
lers' cup race, and the Coal Trimmers' Asso-
ciation cup race at Cardiff, with Milsom
second in each case. Chamberlain was third
in the firstrace, and F.E, Miller in the se-
cond event. Each of these four riders used
machines with Fairbanks wood rims.

A good send-off.

That premising distance rider. H. W,
Standish, bas sailed for South Africa. Pre-
vious to starting his fellow-members of the
London Central presented him with a watch
and illuminated address, asa mark of esteem,

Davidson is reported to have riddenand in recognition of his rides in the North

Road 24, Essex 12 hours, and the Vigoral
50 and too.

A nice exterminated.

It was unfortunate for the Surrey BC .,
that what was, we believe, their only club
race this jear, should have been fixed for
such a late and risky date as last Saturday.
Putney was the selected track, and the dis-
tance 50 miles, R. J. Atkinson. J. E. L
Bates, C. Sultzberger, and M. Balian, being
the only starters. W hat might have been
an interesting race was spoilt by a pacing
tandem falling across the track before two
miles had been completed, bringiog over all
the competitors, who, with their machines,
were so injured, that the race could not be
proceeded with. Balian was tbe chief suf-
ferer.

OUR CIRCULATION.

LeadoikaO BHildtngs,
fTuct i

London, E.C. October i$t, 1S95.

We hereby certify that the number of
Copies of “CyCL/NG?” circulated,
namely, ordered by, and supplied to.
Newsagents and the Public, or posted to
Subscribers and the Trade, for each of the
dates snentioned, was asfollows ;—

Date. Copies.
1895
Sept. 7 m - 30,147
T - - 29,>99
1 21 E . 29,18s
w« 28 e« . 28,989
(Signed).

WOODTHORPE, BEVAN & CO.

Chartered AccontanSs.

N O TE.— The following are the number
of Copies of “ The Cycle Manufacture*
and Dealer's Review,” posted to Manu-
facturers, Agents, and Dealers, both at
home and abroad.

Sept. 7 - . - 5,065
14 wm mm 5 03s
" 21 - - -5 ,022
" 28 mm wm5 071
(Signed)
EDMUND DANGERFIELD.

Quite right.

T he directors of the Catford track have
decided that, in future, attempts at record,
except by special permission, will not be
permitted unless limed by N.C.U ., officials.

Rumour again.

T he statement that the Catford Club is
specially favoured by the London Centre
Committee in the matter of attempts at
record by unlicensed riders is false;any club
may have permission.

Extended time.

T hb recent bad weather bas necessitated
the abandonment of one or two attempts
upon the Essex hour record, for which a 2
goioes prize is offered. The competition
was to have closed on Saturday last, but,
under the circumstances, the Committee,
who have the control oi the matter, have
extended the lime fcr a fortnight. High
Beech track is to be closed after 19th inst.
ibr alterations and repairs.

Cyctfflg legi.slatlon In Ireland.

T he present position of affairs in Ireland,
from a legislative point of view, is, to say
the least ot it, somewhat involved, and a
good deal complicated. There are two
distinct factions, and each supports loyally a
clearly defined policy—one party being ia
favour of pure amateurism and the rigid ad-
ministration of the amateur law , the other
is for a species of cycling anarchy, bogus
amateurism, recognition of payment of ex-
penses, and an open rupiure with the N.C.U.
At the |1 C.A. Council Meeting on last
Wednesday, the struggle for supremacy was
very spirited, and the victory of the " pure "
party by no means decisive. A motion to
legalise payment of pacemakers' hotel bills
and rmlway fares, &c. (provided that such
payment did not come from tbe Trade), was
only defeated, after a lively discussion, by
28 votes to 26. A new rule to embrace the

'inducer'™ within the scope of the ruling
body (similar to the N.C.U law on the
matter) found 31 supporters s”~tunst n

opponents upon a vote . although no one
could be found to stand up and speak against
the arguments advanced in favour of its
adoption. This law was not carried, how-
ever. as the S. E. Branch had cast solid
against it— the 13 votes of W aterford render-
ing the requisite two-thirds majority for a
new rule unattainable. A motion to tbe
effect that R. . Mecredy was not underthe
Jurisdiction 0 the N C U , and that the
I C A-do notrecognise the sentence recently
passed upon him by the former body, pro-

voi”~ a heated debate. It was clearly
proved that the N.C.U. had jurisdicii 'U,
and the I C.A. was bound by its treaty to

recognise the action of the sister body. Thbhe
" voting-machines’”” were impervious to
argumeats or common sense, however Mr.
Baynham averted a crisis cleverly, by pro-
posing as an amendment that the matter bo
not dealt wiih until the treaty with the
N.C.U. is dealt with, and, upon divisions,
this amendment was carried as a substan-
tive resolution by 27 votes to 24.
remains for the " new amateur ' party to
propose the termination of the treaty-
Meantime, there is mnch doubt at head-
quarters as to how things will eventuaio-
W aterford is solid against the " pure” pariy m
whilst the Northern Branch seems to h«
* sitting on tbe fence,” having declined to
cast any votes upon the above motions *7
Ulster will now come forward with a lilt\®
help, the position oi the pure amateur party
may be permanently secured.

It no«



Am*teurj barred.

Il isworthy of note by speedmen thattur-
key is much preferable to chicken as an
item of training diet, as it only t*es two-
and-a-halfhours to digestto the latter's four
hours. N.B.— This bit of information is
intended for M .A.'s only.

A Frefich chaaipionehip.

T hb lonB'distance (loo kilometres) French
championship took piaceat the Seine Track.
It was not particularly exciting, Lesna
showing great superiority over all the others.
Boubours, who had beaten the world’s hour

record three days before, gave up early,
owing to tyre troubles; Fournier and
Cottereau failed to slay. A mere novice in
Lartigue made the best show, running

second to Lesna after a plucky Sght.

An appropriate meeting.

The North London Club were the first (O
hold an open Saturday meeting at the Wotrf
Green track, and it is only appropriate that
they also should close a notable premier
which they will do this Saturday,
The events include an open mile handicap
for licensed riders, handicapper S. T.
Brown; the club’s 25 miles’ championship,
and several record attempts. Late entries
to Claude K. Milb, 19, Dagmar Road,
Stroud Green, N.

season,

Prolessiona) match at Oostorth.

A MATCH for £60, which has excited a
good deal of interest amongst the mining
community, was decided atthe Noithumber-
land County enclosure on Saturday,
between Ledger, O/ Dipton,and R. W o~ of
Pelton Fell. Ledger, who had won six out
of seven contests, started favourite, and as
the partisans of each mustered strongly, a
gooa deal of wagering took place at 2 to i
and 6 to 4 on Ledger. The result, however,
hardly justified the odds, for Wood, riding
with good judgment, won easily by 15 yds ,
in 2.28]. Jack Green officiated as leieree.

A match.

A MATCcH, that is likely to excite a good
deal of interest, has been arrang”™ between
Wm. Renner, ofthe Gateshead N E.R., and
Wm. Howitt, of the Jubilee Rovers. The
distance will be 100 miles, and it will be de-
cided on October sCth at the Norlhnm-
breland County enclosure. On paper the
men are very evenly matched, Renner hav-
ing won a 100 milre' local championship,
while Howitt will be known to fame princi-
pally by his series of victories for the
Chronicle 100 miles'cnp. Both men are in
active trrining, and an interesting contest
should result.

W hich section ?

Prom the usuaLy delightfully vague re-
port of the meeting of the General Com-
mitlee of the Union, itis interesting, ifun-
satisfying, to learn that— “ The Committee
have had the action of a section of the
Licensing Committee of the London
Centre during the past season brought
before them, and aiter considering the
evidence are of opioioa tbat they were
exceedingly unsatisfactory.” As we believe
the two sections, if they can be socalled, in
the Licensing Committee, were about
equally divid~. it would be interesting to
know towhich the General Committee refer,
riso, if their conduct was indeed " exceed-
ingly unsatisfactory,” whether the General
Committee will remove them from office,
orsimplybe content with their verba] thun-
derings.

5til]| mcinff in Pads.

The open-air racing season is notfinished
yetin Paris. On Sundaynext there is to be
a big 12 hours’ race at Buffalo, which
clashes with the second round ard final of
tbe Grand Prix at tbe Municipal track.

Racing amateur Id custody.

Orlando Kbmpsby has be«n arrested at
Liverpool,on a charge of obtaining a bicycle
on false pretences. Il is alleged that he
borrowed the machine from the makers on
the pretence of riding in some races on if at
Herne Hill. He is staled to have changed
his mind and pawned the machine instcM .

Northumberlaud loo miles taodem record.

J.D, Sloan & T.W, Raby who went
for the purpose of establishing a tandem re-
cord over tbe usual Millfield course for 100
miles, had an unfortunate time of it. Wed-
nesday turned out so bad from tbe weather
point of view that none of the pacers put
in an appearance, and the pair started
alone ; notwithstanding tbe rain and mud.
and an hour's delay on the road, they man-
aged to do the 1IcCo miles in 6 hrs. 59 mins.,
not a bad performance, taking everything
into consideration. A Humber racing tan-
dem was Used with Dunlop tyres.

UrowDcd out.

Amia men were in no amiable mood last
Saturday, their meeting at Herne Hill being
quite spoilt by the rain and wind, although
it is due to the track to say that there were
no side-slip falls. Thbe club, however, must
have lost heavily. A. Clark, Mid-Surrey,
80 yds., won the half: A. R. Legg, Boro’.
Poly., 65 yds, second: L. J. Edwards,
National. 70 yds., third. W .S. Yeoman,
Silverdaie, 90 yds., won the mile, sprinting
a lap and a quarter; he won his heat by
similar tactics. A. E. J. Steele, Putney
A.C., 120 yds., was second; E. J. Callaghan
Poly., 85yds., third. A. F. Sadler won the
Amia Club championship, and W. J.
-Andrews, with 10 mins , the 25 miles handi-
cap.

parlby, unable to

SPRINT RACE

—_r

NEOOIIATE THB CORNERS AT THE GUERNSSV TRACK,
IN DASHING STYLE,

Michael ts a certain starter in the 12-
hours' race at Paris next Sunday..and is
expected to win and beat world's record.

An addition to tbe i>cerage.

A Chicago cycling paper, mThe Referee. ’
statesThe English nobility have caught
the record craze. The Earl of Luton re-
cently made an unsuccessful attack on the
I"ndon-York record." Probably Mr. Earl,
of the North Road who resides at Luton, is
tbe aristocratic gentleman alluded to.

The cbristening of the Warwick Cup.
the exception of the competitors
and officials, there was scarcely a soul at
High Beech on Saturday, during the pro-
gress of the 50 miles race for the Warwick
Vase, presented to the E.C.U. by its presi-
dent, the Eari of Warwick. And certainly a
stern sense of duty was necessary to induce
anybody to toil the two or three miles
through the Forest amid the drenching rain
in order to reach the track. Immediately
after the start the rain came down in earnest,
and continued during the whole of the race,
with two intermissions only, of a few
minutes; this, and lhe extreme cold, caused
the retirement of all except Horswill Ains-
worth. and W. H. Kn”~ht. Horswiil was
well paced by a small cotirie of friends, and,
with Ainsworth hanging on, soon got away
from the other riders. This pair remained
together until the 35th mile, when Ainsworth
cracked suddenly, Horswillimmediately put-
ting in some fast work and making sure of a
substantial lead. The elder Knight, at the
time, was 7 laps behind Ainsworth, which
distance he rapidly regained, running into
second place in the 40th mile. This was the
order to the finish, the winner's time being
2.105!, or25! inside Law's previous Essex

W ith

best; Knight second. 2.18.40J; and Ains-
worth third, 2.2i.49|. Horswill now holds
the following Essex path records Quarter-
mile. 1 mile, and ail records from 25 miles

to 100 miles, except the 51st mile AV
Ebblewhite (N.C.U.) timed, and Harry
Young judged.

WINS THE



LADY JEUNE ON

CYCLISTS.

LADY

,N the October issue
oftbe“BadmintoD
Magazine," Lady
Jeuce has an ex-
cellent afld very
practical article on
“Cycling for Wo-
men.” Asrepre-
senting the views
of the very high-
est society. Lady
Jeune's opinions
on the everlasting
dress question are

of especial in-
terest. The ta-
lented authoress

says— ®mThe ques-

tion of dressenters

so largely into tbe

enjoyment of bi-

cycling by women that one cannot pass it

by. In France women have taken the bull

by the horns, and have adopted a man's cos-

tume pure and simple; for the long flaps

which they wear to their jackets do not con-

cealtbe fact that knickerbockers and gsiters

are the foundation of their costume. I

cannot see in what way knickerbockers

have any advantage over the short well-cut
skirt, as the latter is

MOR* COMFOBTABLB AND GRACEfCL,

and in no way interferes with one's comfort
orprogress. There isnodoubtto some minds
a pleasure and excitement in donning the
dress of our masters, and in meeting them
on equal terms, which women undoubtedly
doin bicycling;bnt those, who do this, lose
so much inpersonal appearance and charm,
that they mightwellbe contented to sacrifice
the substance for the shadow. No woman
looks wellio male attire; if women did. they
would not have waited for many centuries
before they took to wearing trousers. Every
attempt at modifoing women's clothes to re-
semble those of men has

been a signal
failure. A woman is not made to wear
tight-fitting apparel; when she puts iton

she at once becomes ugly and mis-shapen.

W hat can be more hideous than a collec-
tion of women (standing by their bicycles,
as we have often seen them), of various
sizes, shapes, and we”~hts, in the drab knic-
kerb”~ker suit surmounted by the drab Tam
o' Shanter hat? Even under the most
favourable circumstances, the movement of
the legs in bicycling is not graceful, and

THE FIGURE SHOC1D CERTAINI-Y BE
DRAPED

to render this movement as little apparent
as possible. Women clothed like men, and
‘unashamed,” with their figures well bent
over their mtchines, perspiring at every
pore their hair flowing in the breeze (for
Mur' new woman bicyclist, like all ardent
women, does nothing by halves), present as
ugly and as ridiculous a picture as one can
imagine. In bicyclli®r. as in every other
amusement, a woman’'s dress shonld be as
Ouiet and unpretentious as possible. The
Air! shonld be short and well cut, tight at
the waist, and wide at the bottom, to give
plenty ofroom for the action of the feet: the
lacket, or shirt, should be tight and well-
fitting, and tbe hat of such a nature as to
sh”~e the face from the sun. Many people

prefer shoes to boots- | confess | think a
loose, high-fitting bootis more comfortable
and

GIVES GREATER SDPPOET TO THE ANKLE ;

but that is a small matter, and must be left
to individual experience. |If this dress or
something like it is worn, if a woman bas a
light machine, sits well on it. is never too
high above her handles. I think— assuming
that she does not present undue evidence of
exertion— she looks asgraceful as on a horse,
and certainly more so than when playing
lawn tennis. Very much of the graceful-
ness of a woman's appearance on a bicycle
depends on her seat being low: nothiog is
more ungmnly than to see her perched 00 a
high seat, obliged to bend down to hold her
handles, and nothing lends more to make
her stoop and spoil her figure._ In bicycling
a woman should rim at simplicity in dress,
should sit low, go steadily, and she will en-
hance ber own pleasure and add greatly to

THROCGH A

HAMPSHIRE

the charm
derive

of ber appearance. She will
infinitely more gratification and
herithy amusement from doing what she
can in a womanly way than by aping the
appearance and the style of men. which she
can never do well.”

The Ibex aod the Angel.

T he Ibex quad, might have been seen,one
day last week, wending its way through the
dense traffic outside the Angel,
with a calmness and steadiness that im-
pressed all beholders. It was truly marvel-
lous to see how the long snake-like apparatus
strolled over the greasy tramlines, sailed
past the cars, dodged tbe hansoms, per-
ambulators, dogs, and old ladies, and
threaded its way io perfect safety through
all difficulties. W ith the gear theyhad on,
their feet only seemed to move "occasion-
ally," as a wit has remarked before us.

Islington,

LANE.

‘"OHDBB A SPREADING CHBSTNCT TREE.

Pkom . fry f- /- Mtrtwur.)



THE MULTIPLICITY OF RECORDS.

Sir.— Inyour last week’s issue I was much
interested in reading an article on the Lum-
ber of possible mile records.

Counting three surlaces the number of
possible records for one type of machine
(safety single) works out to 36. If to this
we add tandem, triplet, and quad , and allow
for all possible combinations of the three
classes of men on these machines, (be sum
total comes to 864.

And if these records continue to change
with every we-k's issue of your wide read
paper, as they have heretofore, it would
take a Senior Wrangler to ha\e all the times
at his finger tips.

Yours, &c.

0.B.
PACINO.
Sir,— In penning the letter contained in
your issue of the and inst, your correspon-
dent, ‘"Sport" was actuated by lIbe true

interest of a thoroughly bonafiii sportsman,
but | fear his experience in pacing (particu-
larly upon the track) during the present
year must have been little or nothing, other-
wise surely he must have both seen and
heard for himself quite enough to disgust
him, as it has many another,

For my own part, IbcUtveiTtry acriofyour
article lo 11 true in substance and in fcut, though

say this regretfully.

I don't think certain riders would hesitate
in saying they are paid, if they were asked
to state that such is the case, and yet they
are regularly seen pacing at al! iropoiiani
race meetings.

Acknowldge payment if you like, and
make it fair for one and all. but fhe present
state of affairs is hypocrisy—pure and
simple

W hat | want to know is this, and perhaps
someone in authority can explain

How is it that professional pacers are
allowed on the track at all to pace in arace ?

For the purposes of training this is a

different matter, but for amateur race*, held
under N C.U. rules, itis another thing alto-
gether. *
_ M toany ordinary road rider, capable of
uoir.g 19 or 20 miles an hour,™ being gocd
enough to pace on a quad., is a statement |
can’'t admit at all.

Men on quads., or even triplets, require
training quite as much, if not more, than the
mNuld-be record-breaker; as already we
have had indications ol quads, not being fast
enough.

Multicycle riding is, 1| think,
admitted to be most " baking " work, even
eta pace of say 25 miles per hour. What
ebout present requirements, necessitating,
sometimes, over z8 miles per hour ?

This is really why there is a lack of first-
Class pacing quads., as it appears only
m~ers of these can repay themselves by
nding for expenses, thongh 1 admit that

SOS. and expenses " is a bit thick.

Yours faithfully.

Percy Litchfield,
Anerley B.C.

generally

LAP 5CORINU AT HERNE HILL.

Sir,—Your correspondent. Mr.G.J. Mar-

shall, hears incorrectly. We had no diffi

cultv m finding competent lap scorers lor

tae “ Acchor Shield ' Race, and no errors
were made.
It is true that Mr. W. H. Knight, who

was dropped by the leaders as soon as the
pacers came on, complained at the end of
iw.T hours, tbat he had been short scored 6
m Its. and that he finally retired at the expiry
of three hours because we did not add that
distance to his score

Shortly after his retirement | saw him in

the dressing room, and the statements he
made— which he doubtless believed to be
accurate—convinced me that, as usual, with
competitors be knew very little about what
had happened.
_ First he said he kept with hisbrother dur-
ing the whole of the first hour, and should
have been scored the same mileage. | told
him 1 could swear to his being lapped by
his brother under my own eyes, long before
fee first hour was up. and that I had no
doubt he was so lapped several times Mr
Knight thre said that his brother did make
aJap on him, but tbat he regained it. An
incident which has escaped everybody's
attenticn, but which disposes altogether of
the assertion that the brothers Knight
stayed together throughout the first hour.

In shorl, it is, as every practicJal man
knows, quite impossible for a competitor in
a long-distance race to score for himself.
Laps are grined and lost, without the rider
knowing it, unless, perhaps, it be a question
of the actual lead, and a competitor's esti-
mate of his own position is pretty sure to
be a wrong one.

Mr, Knight's laps were recorded by one of
our most competent scorers, a gentleman
who has 5c»red for us many times, and ia
whom we have the most absolute confidence.

This gentleman, sitting in the box, pencil
in hand, watching for his man, is. on such
authority as that quoted above, supposed 10
have missed a trifle of 21 laps in the first
two hours |

A self evident absurdity, and one which
does not need further discussion.

So no alteration will be made, and no
" general dlssatisfaclion ™ will result there-
from.

Yours, &c .

Geo.Lacv Hillier.

Hon.Sec.. London County C. & A. C. Ltd.

THE

Sir.— | notice from the cycle papers that
my action in atlempiing record at Catford
will bring me nnder the ban of the General
Committee of fee N.C.U.. whose latestde-
cision applies Rule 6, " Licensing Laws,"
to unlicensed riders. From inquiries, how-
ever, | learn feat this action has to be con-
firmed by theCouncil.

Now. sir, three days before I went for
record Mr. G. L Hillier, who is justly re-
garded as ao aothority on cycling laws, wrote
in * Wheeling " as follows :—

" Mr. Blair's rule only
licensed amateurs, specifically,
many words.

* The unlicensed rider is free as air I
have harpea upon this point times without
number ; the author of the rule has never
coirected me; the words are definite onthis
point: and | defy anyone to read the rule
otherwise. "

WINCHURCH AND N.C.U.

applies to
and in so

205

~r
I read the rule, and | accepted Mr. Hil-
lier s interpretation. Moreover, | say em-
phatically that the Committee cannot, by
any twisting cf words, apply it lo unlicensed
nders.

Feeling desirous of testing the Commit-
tee's action, | went for the mile record, and
failed; but, previous to this. I, through my
brother, applied to the Biririogham Centre
for apermit Here they said they could do
nothing in the matter; besides, had they
granted the permit, it would have been re-
scinded by the London Centre— at least so-
I was informed by a member of the General
Committee.

My position in the matter is quite clear.
After toing humbugged and worried for two
years by the N.C.U.. | thought the lime was
ripe to challenge the action of fee Commit-
tee.and definitely ascertain in what category
fee unlicensed rider is lo be placed Asone
who retains a little self respect. | refuse lo

tinkered with any longer as an " unclean

thing '»
. J]is «'me | foiled to beat tbhe mile record
held by my fellow townsman, Mr F W
Chinn, but what could be expected when
evrey possible obstacle, in the shape of
N C.U, worry, was placed in my way. No
man could do his best under such circum-
stances.

In conclusion, 1 hope lhat my action will
at least, help to clear the air and get racing
out of its present slate of chaos.

Yours sincerely,

B. C. Winchurch.

Exceeding blessed.

Mr. Edmunds, an ex-Kendal cyclist,
known to Land's End to John o'Groat's re-
cord breakers for his many pacing services
over Shap, claims to have ridden 35,000
miles on pneumatic tyres without a nunc-
lure.

Deeth of a C3cling doctor and patient.

Dr. R. B. Mokley, of Leeds, died on
Thu”ay nightunder painful circumstances.
He had ridden six miles out on his bicycle to
Allwoodley. to visit a lady patient, and was

with the lady, when he suddenly fell down
M d died. He wm only 43 years of age.
Ihe lady patient died in the morning, it is

believed from tbe effects of the shock.

Wolverhampton falls into line.

The Town Clerk of Wolverhampton has
issued a public Mncuncement iniiraating
chat a by law is now in force which
requires vehiclesto carry lights between one
hour after sunset and one hour before sun-

rise. The day of Universal Lightsis draw-
ing near, and if fee N.C.U. and C.TC.
officials do not wake up soon il. will be an

established fact, and neither of them will be
able to seriously claim to have hastened
It on.

Taxation of cycles.

As the outcome of the counting of fee
number ofcycles in the City of Chester last
Bank Holiday, the local District Council is
now of the opinion that it is time an annual
tax of not less than 5s.in the pound should
be placed upon ail cycles; that such tax
should be applied to the maintenance 0/ the
roads, and lhata number for the purpose of
registration and identification should be-
placed on each bicycle. This decision was
unMimously agreed upon at a meeting held
at Chester last Saturday, when it tvas also
decided to call the attention of Parliament
and the County Council to the question.



Cyclists, remarks a contemporary from
over the wafer, can tell a new rider any-
where. but they can tell him very liltie he
does notthink he knows already.

Sympathising Friend“ Do yon think
the brake was defective ? "’

Cycler lviiuing the rmutKs):— "N o, old
chap, the break seemsquite complete !'"

W hilst leaving a country race-meeting
recently, we actually overheard one lady re-
mark to another,—"Oh, it's nothing to
London racing! Why, there was only ene
fall!™

T hb district in South Africa, known as
Rhodesia, is said to have been discovered by
a Raleigh rider, when he found tbat he
mirode easia” cn that machine than on any
other.

"H oman forbearance,” says ihe philr-
sopher, "suffereih much in silence" ; but it
is apt to kick, and in more senses than one,
when the domestic feline is discovered
sharpening her talons on one's racing tyres.
There's not much silence then!

Lord Byron evidently missed his avoca”
lion—he ought to have been an advertise-
ment concocter! His famous phrase of ad-
miration, " In heryouth she was all glory, a
young Tyre," would have been just the
thing tobtom a new tyre company !

A copprLE of cyclists were recently touring
over some of the roughest roads in South
W ales : there teeth had for several hours
been nearly jolted ont of tbeir gums, and
their spinal columns had, every instant,
threatened dislocation. Suddenly, one of
them, with a sigh of relief, sat up. and ex-
claimed, " Thank goodness 'it's much easier
now!” " Yes. old man.’’ returned the other,
“ your tyre's going downl” (He did not
say, " Thank goodness ! "a second time !)

Mrs. Brown explodes.

"Bysickles 1how I hate the sight of them !
W hy, only this very morning | was coming
across the 'igh road afler getting a little
drop at the “ Blue Bear,”’— a nrry liltie drop
| do assure you— when one of them fierce
unswivelised cyclops rushed np against me
and nearly knocked me down! Such a turn
it give me as to send my ‘art up into
my mouth. I screamed ont "pleece!"
at the top of my voice, but the wicked rech
was miles away loug before I knew where 1
was. They oi~ht to put a tax on them
orful instruments of torture, and | must
say as 'ow I'm very glad to 'ear that the
little boys pot tads underneath the wheels.
And as for them rude chits of girls in their
mrashunal’ costnmes, it's something dreadful,
and thenickerbockersoughttobecompressed
most unbecTming, | do declare 1 Just fancy
me being dressed like that! When | was
young girls never showed their figgers in
such a disgraceful way. But there, I hav'nt
pashuDce to write about Bysickles' "

JUST LIKE A MAN-
Sfeeder:— "M iss Rashnal looked simply stnnning in hernewoutfit this afternoon
Miss Rhodes :(— "Indeed? How was she dressed?’’
Speeder — Well, I can't give yon the exact specification of It. but I know she bad

those pneumatic sleeves!”

A wheelwoman says thattandem tiding
is like wedded life— it alldepends upon who

the other fellow is.

"W hy live on in this vale of tears,” ad-
vertises an American compauy, "when you
can have the essence of comfort io one of
our pneumatic-tyred hearses? '’

efforts are being made to
“squelch the puncture bogey." "Bogey,"
indeed ; why, it's a god-send to half the
cycle paragraphists of tbe World ! Some
papers flourish 00 punctures; could scarcely
fill up space without them. And now they
are threatened to be deprived of this stock
theme.

Determined

" The trail of the serpent is over them
all,”" sighed the cynic, as he sadly gazed on
tbe suburban roads cn a Sunday morning.

A1l thistalk abouttheimportance of little
things falls fiat to a cyclist, says " Wheel
Talk,” uutil he finds Chat someone bas stuck
a small pin io bis tyre.

Bright Boy:—"1 say, pater, it says in
this paper that there's a doctor in the city
who makes noses smaller, alters big ears,
and a lot of other things besides 1"’

Pater — "W ell?

Bright Boy;— " Don’'t you think | had
better have my legs shortened, if you can't
sffori t5buy me a bigger bicycle ?'’



LEAVES FROM A TOURIST'S
NOTE-BOOK.

A WET DAY tN THB WEST
HIGHLANDS.

CENE.—The Tarbet Hotel,
on Loch Lomond, 00 a wet
day in June—tbat Jubilee
June, when it rained no-
where else in the Empress
yueen’s dominions, but in
the Western Highlands.
The view of the lake palJs
on one; Ben Lomond is
enshrouded to his very feet
in a grey mist, There is
no one to play billiards
with, for June is not the
Highland season ; the rain
drips ceaselessly on the

calm lake, and the depression isintense.
To-day is the Sabbath, and there is not
even a “ Glasgow Herald ” to pass the
time away with, and | am driven to my
map and road book, in the hope that
they will sand me to sleep. But Mor-
pheus is not easily wooed, and in sheer
dread of suicidal mania, | determine to
brave the rain, and get to some place
with a new visitors’ book, and different
steelengravings. Hal themapmarksa
pass on my way to Inverary, and, at the
summit, “ Rest and be thankful." An
inn, DO doubt, and as the pass is 800
feet high, I may as well get the climb
over to day, and be fresh for the de-
scent on the morrow that isto be so fine.
The bill is paid, the waiter tipped, the
rnultum fixed firmly to the Facile, the
waterproof fixed, and a start made.

A LITTLE NECK OK LAND,

a mile or soacross, separates fresh Loch
Lomond from salt Loch Long, and | am
soon skirting the head of the latter
water, pedalling slowly past the villas of
Arrochar. Thetide is at least felt here;
tuere are waves, and a suift of salt, and
1 am aa glad of it as the Cockney of his
eight hours at Brighton. Tbe road is
level, and skirts the shore faithfully, but
alasl in tbree miles it dives up the
narrow valley of Glen Croe (almost as
desolate as the famed Glen Coe on this
dank day). Its nature,too, deteiiorates,
and the asceut becomes steeper and
steeper, till at last | find it better to push
the machine over what is now a very
bad and loose road. | am, as yet, dry
Under my gossamers, having come very
slowly to avoid any perspiration, and con-
gratulate myself that | shall be no
Worse on my arrival at the mountaininn
tean if 1 had stayed in dreary Tarbet.
Fush, push, round the zig-zags, and at
last | win the top—and now for the inn.
Ua . ofcourse.itisjust roundthat bluflso
“s to command the Western view. No!
nothing but another wild valley, with the

meandering down, a gradually in-
leasing river, fed by aumbOTless burns,
wickliag down the green hill sides, and.

above all, the dense grey canopy of
mist, which now and again falls, so as
to envelop me.

I know | have not mistaken the road,
for tn the Highlands there are usually
only two roads, one up and one down.
Ah a milestone! What saysit? “ Rest
and be_thankful!" A blank of sorrow,
an inclination to break the mocking stone
to bits with the Facile; a second thought
as to how the latter would stand it, and
then | squat on the mocking stone and
laugh.

WHAT A LAUGH !

as hearty as a bamboo, as genuine as
butteriae. And still the raiu comes
down, and the wind is rising and howl-
ing up the valley, and where is the next
place? Ayel Rest and be thankfull
General Wade, | find afterwards, the
man who engineered this beastly road,
was the practical jokist who set up this
stone. Ah, well | it might have been
worse; the map shows “ Calrndow Inn ”
(I mark the word “ inn ” this time), only
some five miles away, and all downhill.
There is one thing the map does not
mark, and that is the howling West wind
which is now raging, blowing my macin-
tosh almost oft me, and the rain almost
through me. An occasional extra blast
brings me out of the saddle, and | at
length reach the whitewashed inn,
thoroughly drenched, beaten, and tired.
Indeed | have had a change from
Tarbet, and now 1 must needs to bed,
for all 1 have is drenched through and
through. My bedroom commands Loch
Fyne and its well-wooded shores, and
| get'a few tolerable books to keep me
company through the long grey evening.

On the morrow the wind has gone,
but the drip is still with me, and it is

INVERARY

THROUSH A “ SAFT ” ATMOSPHERE

that | wheel along the shores of the
Loch, past the Duke of Argyll's castle
and Duniquoich Hill to Inverary and its
lona cross, and get later in the day
through the dense woods of Glen Aray
down to Loch Awe, and later to Oban.
It grieves me much to pass this lovely
country without seeing anything of its
beauty, but the gloom of the deserted
inns is too much for me, a solitary wan-
derer. When | reach Oban all is bright
and sunny, and | am a mass of mud and

.wet, aod the chief object of interest to

the honeymooners, who form the early
visitors to the “ Charing Cross ” of the
Highlands. Boots, however, hastes to
the rescue, and | cut quite a dash on the
promenade in a blue suit, too tight to
allow me to sneeze.

R.

And then be laughed.

Paterfamilias (digesting the morning
paper): “ Just fancy. Maria, there are over
a hundred people killed every year in the
United States by cyclones! ™

M aria : ¢ Yes, they are a perfect nols-
atice. and ought to be locked up' One
nearly ran over me the otherday | "

Prophetic.

Inreviewing the cycling year 1877, in the
“Bicycle Annual” for 1878. the author
wrote this truly, prophetic par,- "The
Mcond most importantevent of the year has
been the formation of the Bicycle Union
Its labours, like the troublesofayoung bear
are all before it, and as so much opposition
was shown to its formation, even down to
personal attacks in printupon its promoters
It IS probable that its work will be up-hill,"
W ith the present positiju of the N C U
ever before our eyes, if still appears pro-
bable that its work will be up-hill.

CASTLE.



c. FnjswELL(Umdoft),—Write Mr,Dtmt, care of confidence
Messrs. Brsdbury ft Co., Oldham. factucer.”

M ars WIHSTCoTT (Kseter Royers C.C).— We
have not received the photographa yoo refer lo.

F. G. BowLSR (Horaham).—We know nothing
about tbe machine you refer U> and cannot recom*

mend.

W- WIitUAMS (Chepetow).—W e cannot take any
notice of reporta that are written on both aides of
tbe paper.

J. King (Mansfield).—Woregret we cannot give
you the desired information. W e do not rec(™;nise
(he name.

C. RoBiHSON (Hammersmith)-—The Hammer*
smith C.C. will mil you. Write P. F. Mad>4e, i,
St. Stephen's Avenue, Shepherd’s Bush, W.

H RrRichard Kirby (London),—Your paragraph
reached ut after the paper bad gotte to press. We

' cannot insert news received after first post on Mon*

day.
r¥. R. OoOt'WiH (38, Sparsholt Road, Crouch HUI,

N.),will be glad lo hearfrom anyonewho bas fouod
a North Road gold badge somewhere between
Herne Hil) and the City.

"Luxor" (Lyminglon),—vyou might get what
you require fron Lucas ft Son. Birmingham. ]f
not, a local man onght to be able to turn you ouc
such aclip without difficulty,

. C. Gbnllohd (London).—It surprises us how
you can make such aninguiry aod profess to be a
reader of “"Cycling." We announced two iveeks
ago tbat the TICaroJ St. Mary at Hill. Uonument,
E.C., hadairanged cyclist services. We know of
no other cbsicb in London where such an arrange-
ment exists. There is a service at Ripley Church
occasioDally.

"N eck or xothwg* (Tring) wants to know,
‘What wouldbe the penalty for road racing ii they
caught you atit?” Notbavingyet been caughtat
it. we are notin s position to speak from ezperi
ence, bat we think about twelve months’ hard
laboar would abont meet the case. We do not
know ofa firm Ib&t would let you bave m racer for
a day. Palmer tyres.

W. J. w irtiam s (Holyhead) has an idea for a
go<” going bii~“*clc. whi”™ he would like to puah
to the front. Me thinks it will be a great boon to
cyclists if Kv' can getit out. Would any venture-
some cyclist careto communicate with our sai™uine
coirespondeat ? We haveneilher thetirnexior the
inclioatioD to assist him in pushing bis bicycle to
the front—we presume it is atandem ?

“Doubtful (Bridgwater)wantstoknow whether
alter supplying a government department wiih
cycles, he can use tbe Royal Coat of Armson his
statioQery and over his shop. We don't know bow
tbe appointmentis made ; butwe bave just seen a
cat's meat merchaDt'sannouncem eat onhis barrow,
that heis a " Parveyorofcat's meat to the Royal
Family;** this was accompanied wkb the Royal
Coat of Arms, and there was no attempt made to
arrest the enter{gnsmg trade

orth Koad is still in fair coo*
The North ditionas far as Welwyn, but loose
Rosd. from there to Hitchin, and good
again toBedford Bedlord to Lucoq
is free from stones, but not such good surface as
tbe Mitcbin Road. Cyclistswho are food lane
riding, shonld try tbe 15 miles or so from Lntonto
Hatfimd via Whbeaibampstead, which is in very
fair condition, and pretty country. There are how-
ever some hiIIs Mtween Wheathampstead and
Hatfield wbicb r~uiie careful riding. Stag Hill
(between Potter’s car and Southgate), is said to be
very bad surface.

W. Il. (Dniwich)-—Yei, we can
ipplyit. Postfree, 8d.

G. H. Hart (Coventry).— See
jply to H. Richard Kirby.

C. HABDiINn  (Louoon),—You
might try ammonia or benaine,

H. (bourne).—ThankB, but
W"ubllshedafullreplylastweek'
Ft S. (London).—You have no
legal claim onthem, anditwould be
futile to attempt to take action
against them.

J. TAVIL.OR (Hulme),—Thefirmyou

name make excellent fittmgs, and
you can deal with them with every
The subscription tothe “ Cycle Mano*
is 5S. per ennom,

" Nbmo" (Holme).—W e advise two aS in. wheels

HsNRY (Hammersmith).—We have never heard
of the firm, aud cannot recommend their goods.

“A Surreyc yclist" (e« y.—We are aorry to
say we dp not kuow who are the publishers of the
book you nsme,

L. Steel (W. Croydon) would be glad if some
kind reader would give him a route from Croydon
to B«xhill*OD-5M.

" Ex*Scobcher " (London)—Have an M. ft C.
Humber from Meesrs. Marriott ft Cooper, i, Hoi*
born Viaduct, E.C.

P.L, C.C. (Portflmouth).—Will some kind reader

ve me the best road from Reading to Thame?

ikewise from Windaor to Watford 7

F. (tace (LondonX—they are absolutely equal
in point of merit, and we could not recommend one
before the other. You mustchoose for yourself.

“Votunteer” (Coupar Angus, N.B.) writesr
“ Where ran | obtain a printed copy ol Drill for
Cyclist Volunteers? i am a member of a cycling
corps in Singapore, and our drill ia not ‘ up*to*tbe*
nark,’ owing to the want of printed instructions.'*

L.B. (Ouemsey).—We have given fullest details
in "Cycling *of the varioua is nours* ridea of the
year, and must referyou to the back Numbers for
tbe particnlara reqnired, as we regret our space
will not perrsit of our repeating in thia cotuma.

Underwood (London).—In answer to ibis
correspondent’s query for a®ood guide oi Surrey,
I may say | use Messrs. Hide ft|Son*8 " Way About
Surrey.” and have always found it a very reliable
book, it can be had Ofany bookseller (price is.}. P.
Morris.
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