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NOT ALL BEER AND SKITTLES.

YCLING aim ail beer
and skittles, aiter
all, and it's only
them asaint tried
it as don’'t know
it."

We, of course,
agreed with the
speaker who was
mounted on an
old-fashioned
solid. And we
could well ima-
gine, while over-
taking him on tbe
lumpy road, and
viewing his ma-

chinery in motion, as we passed on, the abso-
lutely honest conviction at the back of his
assertion. This brother cyclist was justified
in his remark, for we could see there the
Demon of Vibration asserting his invincible
power to shake and shatter the very bony
anatomy of the victim. The Imps of Squeak-
land were also in evidence, settingone’s teeth
on edge and dethroning the crowned heads
of every moiar. Motionhere meant friction
with a vengeance; friction meant heat, and
heat exhaustion. Moreover, the mud from
W hitechapel had bespattered the lavender
trousers, and the mechanism had caught in
the pearl buttons, for he had " got 'em all
on." Hence the pregnant exclamation—
“ Aint all and skittles."”

Wewereglad togetoutofbearing though,
after which we slowedupourpneumatics and
pondered over the words of this less fortu-
nate creature of circumstances W e thoMbt
that if one wished to give posterity an idea
of

THE DARX SIDE OP CVCLIN-O,

it would be quite unfair, say. to fix this
ancientrelic immovably to a stand in some
museum of antiquities, because what it
wanted to show itselfin its real colours was
motion. In like manner it would not do to
unwrap the mummy of a Rameses prior to
exhibition, because we know all the time
tbat the wrapping is half the battle with a
mummy. In any case, tbemummy withont
the wrapping wonld lose its interest, and
this particular cycle withont motion would
correspondingly lack sound. Sound to this
machine was, like the pump to the pneu-
matic, an "indispensable ~junct." Pro-
bably this cyclist never rode without this
particular adjunct, for he seemed innocentof
the need for"ile."

But the exclamation— " It aint all beer
and skittles, "is even true in a sense when
applied to the sport engaged in by tbe up-to-
date cyclist. For instance, unless one is
favourably placed by residence in the coun-
try, he has to cycle some distance before he
can get outside his own particular suburb,
whether il be North, South. East, or W est.
He has to insinuate the traffic and wrestle
with the streets before he reaches tbe con-
finesof thegreen and fragrant country lanes.
He arrives at snch a point only after

A DEIBRMINBD SNCOUNTSK WITH STONE
S3TTS

and tram-lines, ail remorselessly watered by
that hardened wretch, the hydroslatic-van-
man, with the accompanying mud and filth,
to say nothing of the tin cans, glass bottles,
and hoop-iron, indigenous to the minor turn-
ings. In these matters, at least, cycling is

tot all beer and skittles, although a species
of skittles is often exemplified on the road in
the larger-sized boulders, and the beer,
everyone knows, may be had for the asking |
Some roads out of London might as well te
paved with good-sized assorted rocks with-

out the least fear of injuring the suscepti-
bilities of the local authorities, however
much cyclists might suffer. But this will

be a thing of the past—indeed is rapidly be-
coming so. as the Sport is more generally
patronised by those in power.

Notwithstandingthe M ventoftheairtyres.
and even though the cycler may be blessed
with all the latest comfort-producing essen-
tials for body and machine, which Provi-
dence. and the maker, can supply, we knew
that 'Arry was right to some extent, aod
that the trade had spoken. W e have
actually more than once trained to a point
ten milesont for the purpose ofstarting fresh,
and with clean machines, although with the
usual tail-between-the-legs fashion that the
bona fide cyclist commits that crime. On
such an occasion how we would have liked
to possess the fabled invisible coat rather
than be caught in the act, and afterwards
designated butterfly riders by tbe rest ofour
community.

Now on one fine snnoy Sunday morning
in particnlar (and Sunday should be sunny
to justify its name) we made bold to await
the trrin from Finsbury Park to Barnet
with two tricycles,orinurchin phraseology—
mthree wheel bicycles.” After a struggle in
the van between onr two anxious selves, one
corpulent and bellicose guard, the two
tricycles aforesaid, with a perambulator and
several huge bundles of "Sunday Suns"
and " Weekly Dispatches " which were for
delivery i* route, we shook down into place
and were puffing cigarettes as thoi~h quite
at our ease. Yetin reality we were

FILLED WITH INWARD FEARS

for the safety of our cycles at every fresh
lurch of thevan. A cigarette and a joke or

two acted as peace-offerings tendered at the
shrine of the train-god, causing him to be-

mcome solicitous for tbe safety m his charge.
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In the end we alighted with cycles not
actually squared up or flattened. But itwas
at this juncture tiat we realised that tricy-
cles were more difficult to convey by rail
lhan bicycles, and lhat even this aspect of
oycVing without riding was " not all beer
and skittles." W e came to the conclusion,
that the anxiety of mind, consequent on our
ignorance as to the possible ultimate result
of the mSlir between baggage and rnachines,
had physically and mentally strrined onr
constitutions in about the ratio of a IO mile
" burst." and came, moreover, in close prox-
imity in exhanstion-producing effect to the
legitimate riding of about double the dis-
tance we had trained.

On tbe Great North Road we slopped fcr
lunch at a well-known hotel where it was

: our destiny to meet the strangest waiter on

this planet. W hat other worlds bring forth
in this direction we may neverknow. Suffi-
cient unto the day, was, on that Sunday, the
evil thereof. We simply asked for "Biscuits
and cheese, and a large bottle of Bass; 'yet
this order surprised him for no known rea-
son. It was an ordinary demand, and, after
vainly endeavonring to make us change our

minds, he dejectedly brought what we re-
quired. "rbeie isa depthof meaning in that
waiter (or no meaning at all], and he, no

doubt, wants understanding by cyclists— he
certainly wants understanding himself. We
are longing for the first opportunity to visit

that hotel again: to visit il al tbe same honr,
and on tbhe Sabbath, and order the same
lunch, for the soie purpose of taking accu-
rate notes and snap-shots of the result.

The day was hot, and wa were not on
sccrching bent, so, some miles farther on,
we ordered dinner, sitticg awhile upon a
grassy slope opposite the hotel, until such
time as it should be ready.

several cyclists

in both directions, silently and swiftly,
leaving an almost imperceptible track of up-
raised dust in their wake, and were speedily
lost to view. To say they flitted by is ex-
pressive of cycles. Not so, though, cf four-
horse coaches. There is no flitting with a
four-horse coach. W e actually heard one
miles away, and it sounded like a collision
on the railway. At last it came in sight,
and drew up at the hotel with a tremendous
splutter and dash. The horseyones, dad,
of course, in the orthodox paddock coats
(never, perhaps, destined to see a paddock),
dismounted as though it were an everyday
occurrence, and disappeared inside the
hotel. W e were lefttoimagine the libations
ofan appetising nature, that formed tbe pre-
face to the volume of dinner, which they
were afterwaids to discuss. How different
with the cyclistl Foris he not ignorant of
tbese debaucheries? Does he not saythathe
gets his appetite by quaffing the brimming
cup ofoxygen, and lasting the wine of the
hedges and the flowers,for ever thrown in his
path? Mostcertainly I But— and this must
be confessed— we had, ourselves, uttered at
the bar the words Sherry and bitters
for two," although this was only to do in
Rome as Rome dees, nothing else. To
order dinner, and not to order " something
at the bar,” would at once cause a fallin the
jaw ofthe landlord, who imagines therefrom
nothing less monstrous than thatpure water
will be drunk at the table.
Then we

flitted by

DINED ALONE IN A GREAT BOOM,

at a giant table, three laps to the mile. My
friend sat at one end. and | tbe other. All
we wanted was a telephone attachment, or
a cycle track to run messages between
courses.

After a chat over coffee, and smokes, the
day was well advanced; and we determined
to return home. More than all, the sky was
nowovercastand threatening, and we had no
capes 1D case of rain. W e engaged in a
little pumping exercise before starting, ibis
being more compulsory than pleasant, for
ths ostler's child had playfully, duiing our
absence, deflated all the six tyres. Pump-
ing the tyres pumped us after our heavv
meal, and we didn't find the exercise " all
beer and skittles,” although there was some
beer at the end of it. Nothing happened on
Cbe way home except some occasional jerks
inout normal regularity of progress, conse-
quenton tbe development ofcertain internal
eccentricities in one of thetricycles. Ithad
only just been delivered from the maker’s,
altered to order and " done up.” Done up.
in this case, meantrepaired and overhauled:
but alterations are usually bad, and itrarely
pays to have a cycle much changed in con-
struction, as something is generally done
which ought not to be done, something left
undone which ought to be done, and thereis
no reliance on tbe machine, tbe only thing
reallyeffectivelyifoaibeingyourself. Avery
particular rider once sent bis machine to a
repairer with a Long list of directions and
instructions, and the fullest details ofwbat
he wanted set forth, duly numbered,



arranged alphabetically and

After

lettered, and
oumeiically.

HALF THK SEASON,

KEEPING him waiting
the machine was returned to him with
someone else’s wheels, the balls left out of

tbe bearing, aod all screwed up nice and
tight. This, forhim, was not "tffi beer and
skittles!”

We were within eight miles of London,

when lhe rain deluged us in determined
fashion, producing a rapid and complete
transformation scene. W hat had been

brightness and warmth was now a dark and
dismal toil in the mud. with soaked gar-
ments, with the water running down our
backs, and the thin mud squelching ont of
our shoes at every thrust of the pedals.
Plugging, slipping, sliding, and shouting, we
at last arrived at our destination with, for
the time being, the ardour for cycling
considerably damped. Thai night, in bed]
the ominous words of tbhe prophetic '‘Arry
sounded in our ears—e'After ail. it aint all
beer and skittles, and it's only them as aint
tried it as don't know it !'”’

MR. J. K. STARLEY ON
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THE ROVER CELEBRATION.

Mr. J. K. Starle,-'? Bnnquef.

An exceedingly fitting occasion for festive
celebration was that of the tenth anniver-
sary of the Rover bicycle, which important
event was done full justice to at the Cafe
Royal on Monday week last. W e have had
our feastings and onr testimonials, for one
reason and another, for many years past;
“tis strange but true, however, that it has
occurred to no one to give to Mr. J, K.
Starley the full prominence to which he is
enliti~ for having invented the safety
bicycle in its present form, for such he has
practically done. It is only one more in-
stance of how the world "lows deserving
modesty to pass unnoticed, orcomparatively
so, but fortunately Mr. J. K. Starley pos-
sesses a few friends, who said unto him,
muTis ten years ago since the Rover first
appeared in competition ; why should not
this be an occasion of great joy ?" And
Mr. Starley was compelled to come from his
retirement, take the chair at

HIS ORIGINAL "ROVER;"

A REALLY MAGNIFICENT BANQUET

at the Cafe Royal, and now the world will
definitely and finally re"ise who is the man
responsible for the advancement of the
modem bicycle, the gigantic industry, and
the pleasure consequently afforded to
thousands of human beings. As Adam was
the first man, so is the Rover the first prac-
ticable safety, and Starley was the inventor;
a fact which is of far greater importance
than the det"ls of the feast which has
really caused the re-iterance of these
remarks. Besides being an inventor. Mr.
Stwley is an Englishman and a gentleman,
and looked them too, as he occupied the chair
00 October 7th. When replying to Mr,
E. R. Shipton’'s able toast of '"The Cycle,”
Mr. Starley informed us that the Rover was
not by any means a chance invention, but
tbe carefully worked-out idea which he had
cherished for a long time, and which he
huw was to eclipse the then existing higb
bicycle, forit gave both long and short men
an equal chance, and enabled a high gear to
be used; his only doubt was the best size of
wheel to use, and that the pneumatic tyre
settled for him, bnt to this day the main
principle and lines of the Rover had not
been departed from by the Trade of the
world which wasexistingupon his invention,
but he did not mind; he had progressed
slowly and surely, he had not sought to
make money by floating innumerable com-
panies, he

HAD WORKED CONSCIENTIOUSLY.

and no man could say a word ag"“nst him.

every word of which we fully and
heartily endorse. We only wish that
space would allow wus to give Mr.
Starley’'s remarks in full; nevertheless,

readers must recognise tbe fact that the
event with which we now de" is, in a way,
a testimoni" gathering to the Rover inven-
tor, to whom the fullest credit must be done.
In "1 toasts that followed he was justly
eulogised, and, as there were present repre-
sentatives of almost every British journ",
~ are happy in knowing that a fact, which
has too long escaped the attention of the
world, has at last been popularised, and we
know to the honour and advantage of lohn
Kemp Starley.

1A task of alife time.

If a cyclist bought a copy of O[cung
every day ofhis life, (Sundays of course in-
cluded) It would take him 80 years to collect
one single week’s issue of © touhg.

Tbe first Bohemlao,

There is a grand Bohemian concert at
St. James’s Hall, this Saturday, run ty the
Langham Wheelers. Tickets can be cb-
t"ned from E. H, Sc"es. 7, Little Argvl!
Street. W . (reserved 2S) and the proceeds
will go to the Warehousemen & Drapers’
Schools.

Ripley Roadmenders' Fund.

m unds’’ have been frequentand free of
late, but that good and hardy annu", the
Ripley Roadmenders’ Fund, must not be
forgotten, ncr crushed out of its pride of
place. The fund has started well this year;
the Stanley have senta guinea, aad sever"
Bath Readers, and other, have collected
considerable amounts. The aff“r Is, this
year, in the thoroughly good hands of J. B.
Barnes, 2, Trevor Terrace, Knigbtsbridge,
S.W ., to whom subscriptions, and applica-
tions for collecting-cards, should be sent.



Another Supplementnext week !
Taxation! Do you approve of it ?
E xeter telegraph boys are
mounted.

The police are down on road racing in the

W est of Scotland.

cycle-

The fashionable Lady Norreys is ac-
counted a very expert wheelwoman.
The Hampstead cC. has become

affiliated to the Essex Cycling Union.

"T he thin carriage" is the good name
given to the bicycle by natives of India.

The question of taxation is not like the
amateur question. Itaffectseveryindividual
cyclist.

The S.C.U. are taking steps to have an

Universal Lights Bill introduced into the
new Parliament.

Princess Maude of Wales, when cy-
cling, wears a trilor-made costume very

similar to a riding habit.

The next meeting ot the Birmingbam
Centre will be held at tbe Queen's Hotel,
Coventry, on Thursday.

T he Stanley dinner will be held at the

Hotel Mitropole on November i6th. This
will be th«r 20lh annual.
River Hirr, Sevenoaks, is in a des-

perately rough state. It would be a certain
smash to ride down it at night.

A TAILOR was sentenced last week, at the
Clerkenwell Sessions, to twelve months’
hard labour for stealing a bicycle.

Toothache and congestion of the gums,

says a doctor, are the natural effects of
cycling. This is a new impeachment.
Humber & Co. Ltd. (Portugal), is a new

Company, with a capital of £100.000. the
share list otwhich was closed on Monday.

Types of Cyclists, No. 3, " The
Veteran." This is the subject of a splendid
Supplement that will be presented next
weeal!

A n international congress on cycle tour-
ing is to be held in connection with the
great exhibition, which is to be held in Paris
in 1900.

The l-ord Mayor of London willdine at
the Gnildhall, as visual, on November 9th,
and not withthe Catford, atthe * Holborn,"”
as some suppose.

Harris, the old Brighton crack, will
shortly become proprietor of that well-
known and prettily-situated house, the

mSwan." Pulboro’.

T axation cf cycles, are you in favour of
it? Re~n " Effitorial Topics,” and return
the coupon that appears on first page of
our Sales Supplement.

The directors of the E.C.U. are supping
at the Cafi Manzoni on the 30th inst. No
speechis allowed, and only one toast, " The
E.C.U," tobe”~neured!

A. E. J. Steele, i, Ellerslie Road Sh
herd's Bush. W ., lost his watch, chain, and
sovereign purse at Wood Green on Satur-
day last; he believes near the 90yds. mark.
Ifar Tjdyhas found them be will be glad
lo hear from him.

Local Boards and Vestries are petitioning
for taxation of cycles. Bead our first two
" Editorial Topics," and let us have your
opinion on the subject.

It is said that the German Emperor has
developed a passion for cycling, and bas had
aprivate track made for himself at Potsdam,
where he patiently practises.

The Pneumatic Self-Closing Tube Co.,
Ltd have now started business, and are
able to supply. Tbeir temporary address is
10, Newhall Street, Birmingham.

The C.T.C. is very active in Newcastle.
At present the Club is endeavouring to ob-
tain for cyclists the tight to, at least, wheel
their machines in all the Newcastle parks.

The E.C.U. billiard tournament wili, in
all probability, start at Wood Green track, in
the new cluh-room of the Middlesex Connty
Sports’ Club about the second week in
I"ember. ,

The Polytechnic C.C. are holding their
first dance of the Winter season on Satur-
day, the oth prox , at Queen's Hall, Lang-
ham Place. J. N. Still, 39. North Row
Buildings, Park Lane, W ., is hon. sec.

W e bear that certain N.C.U. Councillors
are not above «king advantage of" trips "
when going up to Council Meetings. It
would be interesting to know whether the
Union allows the full fare in such cases.

Magpies seek a nest again.

A NUMBER of the old ColUngwood Mag-
pies, who are, at present, without a habi-
tation of their own. intend to continue the
annual club dinner in Newcastle shortly,
and, it is expected, there will be some pro-
jects moot”™ with tbe object of endeavour-

ing to replace the once all-powerful club
upon its old footing.
Sir Ediin's warning.
"F orewarned is forearmed" is an old

saying, and it is one which cyclists in the
Clerkenwell district would do well to remem-
ber, as. at the last Clerkenwell Sessions, Sir
Peter Edlin staled lhat so many charges of
stealing bicycles are now being brought
before the Court, that he has decided to dis-
allow the expenses of prosecutors who leave
thrir bicycles in the streets unattended'or
unsecured.

; During the evening Mr.

A nigbt Inthe cells.

the land of the free, America, they
take very drastic measures sometimes with
cyclists caught without lamps. Three Mil-
waukee cracks, riding at night into Meno-
minee, without lamps, were arrested and
thrown into the cells, and were not allowed
to communicate with their friends. They
were discharged next n orning, which must
have been satisfactory to them as far as it
went, but it hardly went far enough.

In

Another oil.

Thebe isacommendable activity just now
amongst makers ofcycle oils, to place upon
the market oils that the cycling public will
thoroughly appreciate. That old band in
the cycle oil trade, Aviia Tringham, has not
been behind-band in introducing a new
lubricating oil, which be callsthe Champion
Ruby. It is a thin and clear-looking oil,
which will be appreciated particularly by
those who bave small lubricators, or any
difficulty in reaching the bearings.

The Dibble Memorial.

W itl those gentlemen who have returned
lheir collecting cards, kindly accept the
acknowleidgment notified in these columns,
and 80save the hon. sec. to the fund some
labour. Subscriptions are flowing steadily
in, and soon we hope to record asubscription
from every Metropolitan cycling club.

Previously acknowledged £23 9 -
Richmond C.C , per Geo.
H. Eldridge . 070
Pet Stoliho M. D. Rucker 110
£24 °7

A big club start festivity
The Midland C. A.C. held a mostsuc-
cessful concert on Friday evening at Thfr

Old Royal Hotel, when the championship-
prizes and various challenge cups were
handed over to the successful members.

Mr. A. Eadie presided. The Eadie Chal-
lenge Cup was won by A. A. Jordison ; the
Appleby Chballenge Cup hy E. Bradshaw,
and lhe gold medal for thesdl-round athletic
championship by C. Harley. Numerous
toasts were given and responded to.
H. C. Church and
bis friends gave musical selections.



Concise.

Says a Scottish contemporary.—"Two
cyclistsrode down a hill, ticketed dangerous,
in the Gareloch district the other day. Two
cyclistsand two bicycles are being repaired.

Bombrat'

" The great body of harmless pedestrians
have a right to Im protected against the
malevolence of the reckless scorcher on a
death-dealing catapult.*’ Thus writes a
gentleman who bas not a bad cause, the
advocating of brakes on every bicycle. Pity
itis.thatevery good cause draws every ex-
citable amiable idiot to its banner.

Pedigree ofacycling word.

W heels, says an authority, were origi-
nally logs of wood ; then solid discs ; thus,
because cheeses (which are in Greek tyres)
are also solid discs, the wheel, or its drcum -
ference, was named after the cheese, But
the word really ought to be spelt with an
'm," because a tire is the iron band which
ties up and secures the wheel. So it is spelt
and explained in " Chambers’ Etymological
Dictionary.”

The M llan'tourist returns.

Signor Gatti, of Milan, the medical
student who rode from Milan to Moscow,
has Just returned to his native town, where
a grand reception was accorded him by de-
putations from allthecycling clubs of Milan.
Signor Gatti sent a wire to the Triumph
Cycle Co., expressing his admiration at the
splendid condition of bis machine after
about 10,000 kilometres on some of the
worst roads, specially through Russia.

ChaiolbumiDg recommended.

Wb have heard it recommended that a
good way to clean a watch is to boil it, but
an American cycling pressman, who claims
to know something, has beaten this by stat-
ing that the best way to clean a cycle chain
is to burn it! ."lI have found’ states the
writer in question, “ that to saturate a chain
with gasoline and then burn it by applying
amatch; then oil well, rubbing the lubri-
cant off the outside, begets desirable re-
sults !’e

A repairer's pet Aversion.

Okb of the pet aversions of the average
cycle repairer is to put the lock nut on the
chain pin, and, having put it on, to burr it.
Endless accidents have been caused by this
peculiarity on the part of repairers, and a
world of trouble. The lock nut may not be
absolutely necessary, and the bnrring is
often all sufficient, provided the pin is short
and comes up fairly flash with the chain
blcck, bnt without the burring a mishap is
almost certmn to occur sooner or later. If
the pin only slips one side of the chain, the
result may not be serious to the rider, and
will result only in straining and bending the
chain; but if it slips both, as sometimes
happens, and the rider is unprovided with a
brake, he may not come offso lightly. It
is, therefore, well to see to it, that the pin is
actually burred before riding the machine.
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A VOICE FROM THE SHELF.

N my salad cycling days 3 be-
longed to a large ‘’varsity
club, which boasted

a suite of rooms
stabling some 200
bicycles— ordinaries,
of course- "T o make
room for new stock ™’
several old racing
machines, belonging
to members who had
gone down,” and

given upracing, were
stored on an open

loft, or shelf, which
was reached by a
rope and pulley. It
was the habit of

several of the more enthusiastic of the rac-
ing members sometimes, on awet day when
the path was unrideable, to ascend to this
shelf and look with interest— nay even with
reverence— upon those old crocks which in
their time bad been considered masterpieces
of Thomas Humberor Dan. Rudge. and had
won championships and broken records : |
believe one of them had achieved a mile in
three minutes.

It is with the hope that there may, even
in this age of irreverence, be some interest
taken in the events of a bygone era. that |
propose occasionally, with the garrulity of
old age, to touch upon men, matters, and ma-
chines, that may be broughtback to memory
bythe passing events ofto-day.

I have just returned from my usual
Autumn tour with a smashed backbone.
Now.infheolddays, I am perfectly sure tbat
such an accident would not have happened
to me, ixtthis year, owing to low wheels and
pneumatic tyres, | was enabled to ride my
machine over such very rough aud hilly
roads that thereby tbemetalbrcame crystal-
lized, and the result was the smash. So far
old and new times are about equal. Ten
years ago 1 should have started on this tour
with Bsmall scale map of Scotland, contain-
ing about as much Information abont this
out of-the-way corner ss the then maps of
Africa did about the interior of that conti-
nent- Now | could get up-to-date Bad-
dely’s 'mNorthern Highlands,”” and also the
most original of road-books | bave yet seen,
viz., Mr. Brayshay's ’'mEpecially Surveyed
Routes.” which mark the state of the road
by a series of ingenious symbols as shown
below, each inch of line representing one
mile.

The arrows point up the hills: the more
flights to an arrow the steeper the hill. 1l
believe the signs are patented, or | would
recommend the C.T.C. to use them in their
road books.)

Thus the eye at once catches the nature
of the road without reading a word, and

CIUNIE, TOMDOWN, INVERGABBY.
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the scenery description and road details
are kept separate, a very desirable thing,
for the usual rule is that the better the
scenery lhe worse the road. Again, instead
of beinglookeduponasasortofoutlaw,some-
thing between an umbrella mender and a
madman, everyone on the road now under-
stands the.-clist and his wants— and nearly
everyone is vl;her a cyclist or sports a cy-
cling wife or daughter. Nay, | was even
welcomed to a table d'hote, consisting exclu-
sively of fishermen and their wives, and at
one villMe in Sutherlandshire | noticed two
fairly busy barristers returning from a dis-
tant loch astride of, instead of inside, ma-
chines.

The Surrey Cup always brings back
miniscences of the struggles that have taken
place from the gasworks to the grand-stand
the dead heat between Griffith and Palmer,
the slogging of Prentice, the provincial, the
lightning sprint of Speechley, and in later
days the hard tussle between Osmond and F.
P. Wood- It was atthe Oval thatthis quaint
pun was unknowingly made. A quarter
mile level race had just been won by the
elder Whatton, possibly one of the speediest
quarter-milers who evermounted; aspecta-
tor hurried out of the ground and jumped
into a hansom, whose driver had obtained
a cheap view of the race and was wilh his
comrades intensely excited. " W hat 'un’s

won, Sir ?" he asked his fare. " I know he
has,” was tbe reply. " Who did he say,
BUI ?” was the general query. " Inoeaz,

orsome furrin cuss,”’ replied cabby.
“"An Old Crock.”

Should try aquad,

“"No," said Mr. Barnet, "1 have my
doubts abDut the bicycle being able to dis-
place the horse. The time | tried it the
horse and buggy came out of the collision
without a scratch.”

LucilAr" and the lady cyclist.

A GENTLEMAN, who signs himsclf " Luci-
fer," writes to the papers to complain that
he was nearly run over by a lady cyclist
without a light, or. as he putsit. "by one of
the non-illumined fair riders, whose silent
approach in the darknesswas absolutely im-
noticeable.” W e must ask the ladies to be
more careful, for the mao who rs»n write
sentences like that should be taken care of.

Cyclist committed for maoslaugbter.

Ahos Parker, a young farmer, has been
committed for trial at the Lewes Assizes, or
the charge of the manslaughter of an old
man named Tester, at Crowborough. Parker
rode his brakeless safety down W hite Hill
on a dark night, and it is alleged he knocked
Tester down, and so injured him, he died
the following morning. The Coroner’sjury
gave a verdict of accidental death, and cen-
sured Parker. Nevertheless, the County
Police have instituted the present prosecu-
tion.

21 miles.
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5«fv«nt girl w s tyre destroyer.
A SBRVASI-GIBL of West Stockwith.
a bicycle in tbe yard of tbe boose

where she was employed, could “o*
the destructive impulses of her oj~er.but
elasbpti the tvre with a kmfe. She was
charged by the owner with wilful damage at
the Ketford Court, and had to pay 3°s- “
is a pity the matter could not b--.e t»en
adjusted Otherwise, as she was a a.ere child

W hat the aolmal* think.

W hat animals think about bicycles has
not been decisively discover”™, butitis”™n -
iecluted that they don'tthink much of them.
The writer was onceriding a venerable tan-
dem. when he passed apack hounds
out for walking exercise. W hether the
hounds thought the velocipede wm a fox
or not. cannot be positively known, bm cer-
trin it was, that, despite the calls oflheir
whips, the animals put down their he”s
and went for that instrument for all they
were worth, and tbe riders might have had
a very bad time, had they not jumped ofl
and faced the animals.

Mi»plac«<I gellaotry.

Thby have been having some fun at
Ealing, all the cyclists of the pburb, save
perhaps one, enjoying the joke. One of
them rame to a club meeting disguised as a
girl in Rationals. The get up was so wel
done, and the effect so entrancing, that not
only were al! the boys deceiv”™ as to the
identity, but one gallant yonth too”~he

lady'mfor a ride on bis tandem. When
the “lady” was seen later smoking a pipe at
the doorway, tbe people were puzzled, pOT-
licularly two poucemen, who. alter gazing
some time, wentaway with very erroneous
opinions about lady cyclists.

A brilliant notion.

An athletic youth, a champion of the
year, has suggested a brUhant >dea. He
tas an innocent and girlish face, and he

proposes to make use of it by disguising m
RaUonals, and mounting a tandem m
company with an equally athletic undis-
Ruis”™ male friend. Together they will
peacefully cycle along until one of the taual
~ p of cads is passed, and the usari in-
sulting remarks are launched forth by them
at the supposed lady, when the two w il fos-
mount and give the roughs an exhibition
round or two. Their surprise wb» the
m cladv'landsout scientific nghts andletts,
and mars their never very picturesque
features, would be worth seeing.

A Atartllng stetemont.

A COMTBMPORARY heads its “ Gossip of
the Day" with this startling announce-
"°*°The best bicycle thinks Mr. Balfour i»
the Bantam." ..

Comment can only be made m verse says
“TheGlobe" , .
“The best bicycle thinks Mr. Balfour s the

Bantam." s

But why does it think so, and how ma
Ittell?
From the pneumatic tyre did a caoutchouc
phantom
Rise and tap this opinion out 00 the

bell?
Or was it the spokes that gave speech? ‘tis
recorded
The ass spoke to Balaam; nor can we
forget s
That Homer has told_us that horses of war
did. . ... .,
But who does it think [is the Tutbury
Pet?

Tyuedders end the Stanley.

The Tyneside cyclists are nothing if not
enthusiastic; already arrangements arebeing
discussed fcr parties visiting the Stanley
Show. Many Tynesiders who have no busi-
ness connection with the trade make a point
of visiting one or both of the Cycld Shows.

A cycling patriarch,

Mr. James Sant, the distingoUhed R.A.,
is quite a cycling enthusiast, and, despite his
74 years, may often be seen in the London
streets on a tricycle. He is, however, very
absent-minded, and it is said be was once
seen viewing the Royal Academy with his
umbrella up—totally oblivions of the fact
that he bad admitted O close Iton enleiing.

A MORNING SCENE

AT

Lastoithe turnpikes.

It is interesting to learn, from the " Local
Government CtSonicle,”” that, of all the
turnpike trusts with which this country
abounded in the last generation, there re-
mains only one in existence. Possibly it
will be a surprise to some people to hear
that there is even one survivor of such an
unpopular system of road government, but
it will not be possible to make this assertion
a few weeks hence. The Shrewsbury and
Holyhead turnpike has, for most part, been
already thrown cpen, hut the portion of the
r(~ which traverses the Isle of Anglesey
was continued in existence, by a special Act
of 1890. until Nov. ist of the present year.

HYDE P.kRK CORNER.



Catford clo#«r.

W e dropped into the "Rose & Crown,"
Riddlesdown, for an hour last Saturday
evening, and found a goodly collection of
Catford men indulging in Kittenish gambols,
tinder the presidency of Captain Sayer.
After becoming acclimatized to the at-
mosphere, and thanks to the occasional
lifting of the smoke cloud, we were able, at
intervals, to identify several old Catford
feces, Blair, the Jacksons, Perman, Hortons,
lankesters, Annison, &c.; whilst the new
blood was so strongly in evidence, lhat the
felsity of the recent assertion of a once pro-
minent member, as to the club's present
decadence, became obvious. Ail seemed to
be enjoying themselves, and Gurney Russell
was in great form.

Strong comments .by a judge.

A RUNNING-DOWN casc, which has caused
a great deal of interest amongst Sheffield

zlists, was heard at the County Court on
¥ursday, the plaintiff being F. Cawood
(son of _F. B. Cawood, the well-known
Sharrowite), and the defendant, a publican,
named Mark Chambers. The Local
Centre had taken the case in hand, and in-
Sttucted Mr. Walpole Hillerto sue. £8 was
claimed for damage to machine, and £5 5s.
for personal injuries. It appeared that, on
Monday. July 29th, the plaintiffand another
lad were riding down London Road, and.
®h«p at the bottom, they saw the defendant
driving in the opposite direction- To escape
a collision they turned up Cemetery Road,
and the defendant followed up the same
way, knocked the plaintiff off his machine
and rode over it, never stopping fo see what
gamage he had done. Many witnesses were
reardon each side; and. after going fully into
thecase, thejudge gaveaverdict for£11 and
~ ts, and said that he had only one doubt iu
his mind, and that was. whether he ought
not to commit the defendant and his com-
panion (who was in the trap with him) for
Prijury, for he bad not the least doubt that
they had committed gross, wilful, and de-
liberate perjury.

The pew Qround Club at Wood Clreen.

W e were given to understand that the
W fticulars concerning the formation of the
*Middlesex County Sports Club, Ltd., were
not forpublication, otherwise our last week's
raue would have contained tbe substance of
At ®"~T"ogetnenfs made at the first meeting.
? {“rther meeting of the comm ittee has been
“«ld, and the memorandum and articles of
mraeoclation, and the rulesgoverning theclub
«ve been adopted. There will be six grades
~~mmerabership, with privil~es as follows :
m ~r~e A., honorary, subscription 15s.,
PJivil~Mes: admission, at all times, to grand-
~nd: B.. for ladies, 21s., admission to
waod-stand. tennis; C., for gentlemen. 30s.,
*0 above, with use of dressing-rooms and

D., for cycling and athletic mem-

42s., as above, irith training on the

~ k s and participation in sports; E., 42s.,
N eas C.with useofgymnasium; F., 478..
as D . with use of gymuasium. C. D.

f. f privileged to play billiards
games free. The capital ofthe

Ud will consist of 1,000 shares of 5s. each,

amount being set aside frcm the first
~ual snbscription to purchase the share,
~ <Mt every member will become a share-
~der, Mr. A.J. WUson ("Faed’Jishon.
/'V tern, and will be pleased to forward a
j~plete prospectus to all applicants.
j®®bers, joining now, will enjoy the privi-
of membership till the end of the
‘went year free of charge.

THE OTHER

WAY ROLND.

*Some idiot’s dog had a mouthful out of my knickers, coming along I
‘Eh! s'pose you sued him for a breach of the peace
‘No — For a piece of the breech 'l

Another Simpson Chain record.

News readies us of another record ac-
complished upon a Humber safety, fitted
with the Simpson Chain. The record
beaten was that between Nottingham and
Skegness, the old time being 3 hrs, 40 mins
and fhe new one 3 hrs. 23 mins., the'new re
cord being accomplished by Geo. Hunt
He was paced by two tandems and a triplet
the pacers being Messrs. Fox. Proctor
W ells, Collins, Oxborrow. Rollason. Randle
and the Brothers Hammerton. Our corres-
pondent informs us that Hunt seemed to be
capable of any pace that could be set (or
him, and actually helped one tandem crew
up a short, steep, rise, by riding behind and
pushing them. Thbe dislancejis 78 miles.

A hrigbt object-

A PROMINENT figure in the parade ot
Manchester cyclists on Satnrday last, was
one made up as " Oid John, the coachman."
He bad on a suit made of the Seivytpolish-

ing-cloth, aod his tall white bat. bghled
electrically, showed "Seivyt" in bright
colours.

M sDcfaester Lifeboat Saturday,

Fairtly good weather ‘favoured the Man-
chester cyclists' fancy-dress parade on
Saturday in aid of the lifeboat fund, and, no
doubt, a good sum was collected from the
thousands of lookers-on. The names of 95
cycling and harriers’ciubs appeared in the
programme, and the affair must be voted a
success, as such things gn.
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M r. Frank Dethridge, vestry
clerk, ot Paddington, and a member of
the Hammersmith Vestry, is of the

opinion that the taxation of cycles is

inevitable; and, at his instigation, the
Hammersmith Vestry have passed a
resolution requesting the London
County Council to impress upon

Government the desirableness of in-
cluding such a tax in the next Budget.
Mr. Dethridge also advocates regis-
tration, and he has given his views on
the whole subject at length to a repre-
sentative of “ London." He is not an
enemy of the cyclist, and, having spoken
to cyclists on the subject of taxation and
registration, he is assured thata tax is
desirable, and would be beneficial in its
working to the vast majority of cyclists,
who are not “ scorchers,” and object to
the furious riders, who bring the whole
body of

cyclists into contempt. Mr.
Dethridge thinks that a tax of 8s.
would be a fair one, and he would

restrict the nse of the money realised by
theimpostto the maintenanceofthe high-
ways alone ; he thinks it safe to assume
that an annual income oi half-a-milllon
would be raised to reduce local rates,
and be is of the opinion that tbe effect
of the resolutions of the Hammersmith
and Paddington \’'estries will lead to
other authorities taking up the question
and petitioning Government in like

T his subject of taxation crops up in
our columns almost as frequently and
persistently as does the dread amateur
question; though unlike the latter itisa
subject interesting .to every class of
cyclist. The action of the local bodies
(in town and country), in agitating for
the imposition of a tax upon the cyclist,
shows pretty conclusively that_, if not
actually inevitable,it is notatallimprob-
able thatsooner orlater Governmentwill
seriously consider the matter. When
Me. Dethridge states, that the vast ma-
jority of cyclists are not given to
“ scorching,” and object to the indiscr
tions of tbe reckless few, who bring di-
grace upon the many, he says that
which isincontrovertible; and, certain it
is, that respectable and law-abiding par-
ticipators in the pastime would haU with
delight any scheme of taxation or regis-
tration, the existence of wliich would
act as a deterrent to the excesses of the
careless and thoughtless That the
petitions now being made for the taxa-
tion of cycles, will eventuate in some
definite course being adopted by Govern-
ment we have little doubt; therefore, it
behoves us to consider the advantages
that appear likely to accrue to the taxed
cyclist.

Even
with

now the wheelman is regarded
scant favour by the public, and
it is suggested that when he [is taxed
the repuguance and prejudice of the
public will disappeir. The question is,
will it ? It is also suggested that tbhe
cyciist, when duly taxed and registered,
and with the knowledge that his annua!
8s. goes towards the maintenance of the
roads, will feela certain dignity, and will
have the satLsfaction of knowing that
he has a distinct right to the use ot the
roads. In fact, it is thought, that tbe
status of cyclists generally would be
raised by the impost. W ith these facts
before them, we therefore appeal to
every individual reader of © ycling to
state in one word, whether he, orshe, is
or isnot, in favour of taxation. On the
first page of our Sales Supplement we
have inserted for this purpose a coupon,
on which we simply ask you to write
“Yes," or “ No,” and your name and ad-
dress, cut it out, and return it to the
editor in an opeu envelope. |Ifyou post
the coupon, without enclosing anything
in the nature of a letter, one hal/penny
stamp will suffice Let us have your
opinion on this important question as
soon as you get your eyciing. TDhis is
not a question affecting a branch of the
sport or pastime ; it concernseveryindi-
vidual rider.

Pacers this year have come in for a
fair share of vituperation, perhaps some-
times deserved; but there is another
side to the question, and judging from
tbe experiences of a valued correspon-
dent of ours,the pacersthemselves have
as good reason to call an indignation
meeting as any of the paced. The gen-
tleman in question paces for sport only,
End places his services at tbe command

of men who desire assistance in pacing
and checkingin road trials, &c.,overacd
over again, only looking lor a “ thank
you " in return, and very often not get-
ting that. These are some of bis ex-
periences this season with sportsmen
who have requested his help. He has
paced men, strangers to him, long dis-
tances, and asked them to let him know
afterwards how they fared for the rest
of the journey, which they promised to
do, but not alineof news ot thankshave
they sent. One gentleman borrowed a
saddle, but has not thought it good form
to return it, and another wrote to say
he would feel obliged if our correspon-
dent would requesta gentleman of his

club,— “ (or perhaps it would be safer
to say two) " be thoughtfully added, to
pace him a certain 36 milea, and, “ if

possible, a little farther.” Not finding
anybody particularly anxious to pace a
perfect strangerfor a stretch of 36 miles,
and, if possible, a little farther, and
being himself engaged with four other
speed riders from town, on the same
day, our correspondentdelayed replying
to the letter, and soon received an even
more peremptory epistle from its writer,
asking him to let him—*“ know as Foon
as possible if you can get me some h dp
as requested." Can it be wondered that
amateur pacing is becoming rarer ami
rarer, when those, who are sportsmea
enough to do it, are subjected to thi:-
sort of thing, and are looked upon as
mere conveniences for speed riders, who
evidently consider the mere honour of
being allowed to help them s an all-
sufficient return for any trouble taken,
and tbatordinary courtesyand politeness
to the pacerwould be quite superfluous ?

AxtheCouncil Meeting' ofthe N.C.L" .,
to be held at the “ London Tavern,"
on the afternoon of next Saturday week,
October 26th, Mr. F. P. Low will bring
forward certain propositions, which, if
carried, will alter the amateur definition,
and abolish the present vague “ un-
licensed” class. Mr, Low proposes
that amateurs should be permitted to
receive compensation or expenses from
people interested in the Cycle Trade,
but should still notbe allowed to receive
remuneration. Thbe difficulty of dis-
tinguishing the exact point where ex
penses end, and remuneration begins, is
an obvious one, but possibly the pro-
poser has a suggestion to make concern-
ing it. He also proposes that amateurs
shall be allowed to race with, and make
pace for,professionals, and that any rider
having his license revoked, or his appli-
cation for a license refused, shall, tpso
facto,become a professional, with aright,
however, to appeal, in accordance with
present rules. A wordy war will
probably rage round each of these three
radical propels, the first two, in par-
ticular, being hard pills for the old «bool
of amateurism to swallow; but, in the
absence of anything better, we fancy
clubmen will be disposed to support the
proposed alterations in the amateur
definition, for they will, atleast, consider



them to give a better chance of estab-
Itshing a large and healthy school of
open professionalism, and make less
harsh the line of demarcation between
irofessionals and amateurs, aod, there-
bre, the stepping over the border more
easy. This will conduce to a more
healthy and straightforward state of
things, and who does not desire that ?
There are several other propositions on
the agenda of general interest, if not
of equal importance to those we have
drawn attention to, notably, one stand-
ing in Mr. Britten's name, suggesting the
appointment of a special committee to
go into the whole question of pace-
making.

One of the chief, if not t/ie chief diffi-
culty, those who strive for genuloe pure
amateurism have to contend with, is the
utter lack of the spirit ofthe thing io the
ranks of racing men themselves. They
glory in being subsidised by the Trade,
thinking, not uareasooabty, that that is
tbe best proof of their speed abilities.
True, for license reasons, they donot
openly confess to being paid and assisted.

but, in private, to their intimates they
boast of the very thing, which, publicly,
for politic reasons, they deny, and at-
tempt to conceal. To such a pitch does
this secret pride in being subsidised run.
that we have known men to actually de-
clare themselves paid by certain firms,
when they have received nothing, and,
from their want of capacity, were never
likely to. Racing men also try to make
their raciog friends believe they have
had their machine given to them, when,
as a matter of fact, they have had to pay
for it.

The first.

W b saw in Marriott & Cooper'sViaductde-
potlastweek, the first '96 modellady's safety
thathadreached London. Itbasaveryrigidly-
designed frame, with ample skirt clearance,
and the front part well built up to prevent
stooping, without necessitating an ugly and
unstable exposure ofsteering pillar. Dress
and mudguards, gear case, and a good brake
are fitted, and with all on. its actual weight
comes out at 285 Ibs, a really wonderful
performance. The finish could not be
bettered.

LEADING CLUB OFFICIALS—XIV

MILES RACE IN THE

SEVENTIES.

A 300

IVING and work-
ing in these pre-
sentdays cf many
fine distance per-
formances on road
and path, and
taking them, as
we do, much as a
matter of course,
it is difficult to
realise the interest

and enthusiasm the early efforts of distance
riders excited, b >th amongst cyclists and
the general sporting public. One of the
earliest recorded distance road races was
a match between two noted Sheffielders,
Henry Wilson and William Cann, made in
1874, to race on their ordinaries from
Sheffield to Plymouth, a distance of J300
miles, for £50. One of the quaintest things
about this match was the notice issued by
Wi illiam Cann, describing himself aad bis
opponent. H. Wilson, as, the document
explained, they were 'mnot able to find
another man to ride the distance,and we are
thrown upon watching Wilson as best we
can." This was hardly complimentary to
Mr. Wilscn. The notice in question, after
calling the attention of the guards, and
various railway officials, to the race, goes on
to state that

A REWARD OF FORIY SHILLINGS

will be paid on detection and proofofeither
ofthemenriding the shortest distance on any
of the lines of railway, and that -" W lliam
Cann, the younger of the two, wili be easily
told: be looks younger than his age, and
will wear acheteered knickerbocker suit.”
How could William Cann ever “~pe to
escape detection with such an exhaustive
description of bimself in circulation ? In
the case ofthe other man more local colour
is thrown in. especially about the nose.
"H . Wilson,” we are told, "is 27.with a
slight sandy moustache and slight beard,
and a very plain blue scar on the bridge of
his nose." Thbis was really an unkind de-
scription onthe partof Cann. Bothmensvere
to have machines of the newest make, "with
wire spokes and small back wheels." In
due course, at 6 a.m. on a Monday morning,
two braves, who were to race for 300 milea,
each dressed in their respective garbs of
checkered knickerbockers, and ‘“a very
pl*n blue scar,"

STARTED FROM SHEFFIELD

and met wiin cneir nrst adventure 21 miles
out, when a startled horse blocked tbe road
and brought over Cann, breaking a pedal.
He lost 55 mins. having it repaired, but
made goM that time within the next 24
miles, when he was with Wilson again.
This does not say much for Wilson's spe”
qualities. It is delightful reading, these
early road races, how the men stopped
sociably to have tea leather at Litchfield,
and went to bed like good Christians, Cann
at Droitwich, and Wilson, who was not
such an early bird, Euid rode till past .mid-
night, at Worcester. Both were offin good
time in the morning, and Cann early
game to grief; his ordinary side-slip-
ping outside Tewkesbury, and the fall so
damaging bis machine his could not con-
tinue; he was then 10 miles behind. Mem-
— Ordinaries did side-slip in those days. Uo



till the fall Fred. Cooper, now ol Marriott &
Cooper, bad been looking after Cani), he
then

WENT IN CHASE 0> WIt-SON.

"Whether people rushed to conclusions, or
whether F. C. then, as now, enjoyed his little
joke,aod led thereportersto believe hechased
and caught Wilson on his bicycle, making
30 miles on him in 70, " thereby showing
his fine velocipedestrianism,”" as they la
boriously put it, is not clear, but they evi-
dently believed it at that time, and there is
a regretful ring about it when, later, they
are forced to say—"The truth w”, he
wenton by rail.” Wilson made 69 mileson
the second day, and rested for tbe night
fromallhlslaboursnearBristol. So Wilson,
in company with his companion. Wilis, aod
the new recruit to his party. Fred Cooper,
jogged pleasantly on. and, doubtless,
thoroughly enjoyM themselves, sleeping at
Cullompton on the Wednesday, and Totnes
Thursday. Cooper then being an absentee,
owing to a broken machine, and finishing at
Plymouth, 1.30 p.m., on thbe Friday.

Four days, 7J hours for 300, or 305 miles.
Ah. road-racing was road-racing in the
Seventies!

Nulll secundus.

For lubricating purposes no oil bas yet
been produced which can equal that ob
tsdned from the jaws of a shark. It is
largely used by watchmakers on account of
its non-corrosiveness. Unfortunately, this
luxury is denied to the cycling world, as it is
very scarce, and, consequently, very dear,
only hatf-a pint being found in each shark.

Nature-Formed Shoes.

Holden Brothers, 223J. Regent Street,
London, W , issue Iree a little treatise on
tbe human foot, which is well worth writing
for and reading. It makes public many
facts about feet and shoes not generally
known, and is very convincing that the sys-
tem adopted by Holden Brothers, for shoe
construction, whether for cycling or other
purposes, is the correct one.

Edinburgh is to bave another track put
in shape for up-to-date cycling.

W e bear, indirectly, that there is a 6
hours’ tandem race at Herne Hill this
Saturday.

At time of going to press H. Dubbin is
pounding away at the South Roads' 12
hours record.

Rovers were the mounts of the winners
of the Isleof Wightchampionship, and the
Warwick vase.

The R.R.A. have decided tbat, in future,
all claims to tandem records must be made
by both riders.

In one season Tom Lonsdale, president of
tbe Sharrow C.C , ran second to Sellars no
less than 22 times.
easily beat Michael in the 50
miles’ match at Cardiff last week, winning
by 2 milesin 2 28 o.

If rumours prove correct the Scottish B
Class is to be substantially increased next
year, by a contingent of A riders.

The Road Records Association are writ-
ing to the papers deprecating the recentre-
newal of short-distance speki-tests on the
road

Wood Green track will remain open
throughout the Winter for those who may

Linton

desire to train or indulge in exercise. The
new surface will be laid in the Spring.
J. Sewell, of Carlisle, on his Kaleigb

with Fairbank's wood lims, has this season
won 14 firsts, i second, aod 4 thirds, besides
the half-mile championship of Cumberland

At Cuisk, ot S~tem ber 2gth, Safonoff
broke the 10 versts Russian record, re-
ducing it to 17 43 on a Trent road racer,
Trents have here scoring grandly in Russia,
01 late.

THE MICHAEL P. LINtON MATCH.--THE START.

A NEW track is being laid down at Trieste.
It will be 5 laps to the mile, with carves and
banking of the most modern nature.

The 50 and 100 miles Scottish Road
records are now credited to W . N. Allan, by
the Scottish R R A. They are 2.28.33., and
511 20. respectively.

Holland is moderate, and has only 90
possible cycling records. Of these 85 are
to the cr”~it of Osmond machines; the
lion’s share with a vengeance.

A PROFIT of £25 has accrued to the
Scottish Union from the issue of registration
certificates. The two-class scheme is evi-
dently a success from a financial point of
view.

Scottish Class B men, according to the
president of the Union, are allowed to ac-
cept remuneration for riding, though th
rules limit them to expenses. The line
dividing Class B from out-and-out profes-
sionalism is rapidly contracting.

In the cause of sport—and beer.

T he story goes that a certain track pro-
prietor, who also does the catering, declares
he must have another meeting on hisground
this year somehow, as he has still three
casks of ale left, and tkiy are going of.

Perfect mrrangements.

The arrangements for the Grand Prix de
Paris (cycling), werevery perfect, even to the
inclusion of a couple of doctors ou the list
of officials, under the title " Service medical.”
.rf/ro/oj to this event, so manyrequests for
free tickets were sent m that it became
necessary to advertise that as the meeting
was for the benefit of the poor, the " free
list is entirely suspended.” Our Hospital
Sports hon. secs, can tell a similar tale.

The Orand Prix de Paris.

T he final day of tbe big meeting in Paris,
in which tbe Grand Prix was included, came
off last Sunday week before a big crowd.
It was tbe biggest stake ever offered for a
cycle race, prizes amounting to £240, £80,
£32, and £16. respectively, to the first
tour riders, consequently it attracted the
cream of European professionalriders. Thbe
meeting, held at the Municipal Track, ex-
tended over three days, but the final event
of the race ouly came off last Sunday,
only one Euglish rider qualifying, C. F.
Barden, and he finished third in his heat to
Banker and Muringer. The final resulted ;
Morin, first; BonrrilUon, second; Banker,
third ; and Courbe, fourth. 20,000 people
witnessed the racing. The winner, who
defeated Bouirillon and Banker easily, came
in for a tremendous ovation.

The Essex rucinfr season.

“We have received from the Essex Cycling
Union some interesting statistics of their
season’s work in fhe racing departments.
Twelve meetings, seven of them op>en, have
been held; thirty events, producing 1.185
entries, have been contested the total
mileage (should every entrant have started
and gone the fulldistaoce) being7,322} miles;
Ibe total distance actually ridden being
about 6,500 miles. Ofthe 1.185 entries, no
less than 845 were from members of clnbs
affiliated to tbe Union. The number of
prizes and medals awarded amounted to iii.
with a total value of £338. And, the most
important point of all, the racing balance-
sheet shows a credit balance. 'The E.C.U
has had a most difficult task to carry out
such an immense programme, and to state
that it has been carried out well is only to
state a fact within the knowledge of all who
have bad dealings with this energetic body.



Paced by a locomotive.

D avibson, the Canadian record breaker,
is making arrangements to go for record be-
hind a locomotive of the Grand Trunk line.
He rides a machine geared to 96.

Improvement of a decade.

Ths first
championship of France was
1885; the time being 4.1419.
for the 1895 race stands at 2.25 44.
change!

too kilometres /ace for the
run off in
The time

W hat a

Ewiss records.

On the Geneva track, Fortier has put the
Swiss one hour's record up to 41 kilos. 137
m.,aDd Favre has promptly raised it a ffit
more to 42 kilos. 300 m., about 26 miles 320
yards.

Notblnjp oewe

An Amerlc&n contemporary mourns tbhat
cycle prizes have now come down to as near
hard cash as gold balls. It has been the
tendency of cycle prizes, for years, to find
their way to gold balls,— three of them.

Road .recordJ passed.

The R.R.A., last week, passed the follow*
ing road records:— Mills and Edge, tandem,
London to York, 12 hrs. 33 mins., and
Land’'s End to John o'Groat's, 3 days 4 hrs.
46 mins; Peterson's single safety, London
to York, Il hrs. 49 mins.; Chase’s 50 miles.
2 hrs. and 5 secs: and F. Martin, Bath and
back, tricycle, 16 hrs. i min. 35 secs. Other
record claimswere consideredand held over
for various reasons.

A long dity at Wood Qreen.

The North London C.C.'s open meeting
on Saturday has practically closed the rac-
ing season at Wood Green. With the high
wind, which was blowing the whole day,
little success was anticipated for the various
attacks on existing records: in fact, a num-
ber of these were scratched. To deal with
tbe racing first: the i mile open handicap
gave little or no chance to tbe backmarkers.
XV.T. Hall. 110 yds., secured a well-merited
victory by 7 yds. from F. C. Kellond, 105

yds,; E. J. Callaghan, 60 yds. a yard or
two behind. H. Dawes, of the Old Teni-
sonians, whose weight we should guess to

be 14 stone, and ~ e about 40, made a good
show, getting placed in bis heat, and se-
curing fourth place in the final. The 25
miles’ championship of the promoting club
proved a win for W. T. Potter; Syd. Whor-
low being second: and H. J, Hadley third.
W. A.J. Benidge won the handicap run in
conjifnction. E. S. Webb proved the win-
ner of tbe Hadley C C.'s 10 miles race. In
their attempt upon the 50 miles taudem tri-
cycle record. Habershon and Banyard
(though outside the existing unrecognised
times) beat the previous N.C.U. times from
24 to 30 miles, and created records from 31
to 50 miles, their full time being 2.27.101.
E. L. Winbolt lowered all tricycle records
from J-mile to i mile, doing 2.17! against
Ilsley's 2.2i|. He also tied Stroud's flying
quarter 31%*. Harding and Jacobs, on a
tandem, did tbe mile in 2.5, and the 3 miles
inii.ii], both outside time. W. Ellis, the
Anerley trikist, could not do better than
2.2j| for the tricycle mile, being unused to
the h% h banking. Palmer and Strickland
made two attempts on tbe tandem fiying
quarter, doing 27? and 27! agrinst 26J.
Gibbons-Brooks looked like getting lhe 2
miles safety record, but the gathering dark-
ness was chiefly to blame for his failure to
do better than 4.13!, 4 seconds outside W al-
ter’'s time. E. A. Powell and A. 1. Wilson
hmed.

A quintuplet.

Both Berio and Windle were paced in
their recent record trials by a quintuplet. It
is tbe first machine of the kind running,
and it is said to have given entire satis-
faction.

Won £1,300.

Elijah Scotl hasj'ustcompleted another
successful season on Dunlop tyres, and has
won 22 firsts, including the 23 miles cham-
pionship.and threechallenge cups. Michael's
wins amount to no less than £1,200 this
year, alsoon Dunlop tyres.

His own now.

-H. C. Horswill, has secured the Gran-
ville Challenge Trophy absolutely, by win-
ning bis club’'s five miles' championship at
High Beech, on Saturday. A. G. Reynolds
made a good fight, and was only beaten by a
few inches, bis younger brother filling third
place.

A. T. DOKUTSCHAEFF,

ON HIS TRIUMPH, HOLDER or THE RUSSIAN
12 AND 24 HOURS' PATH RECORDS.

Irish 100 mllss Championship.

The 100 miles path championship of
Ireland was decided at Balls Bridge Crack,
Dublin, on Saturday. The attendance of
tbe public during the progress of the event
was sparse in the extreme. Eleven com-
petitors started, of whom Healy quickly
retired, owing to tyre troubles with a couple
of machines. FiCzsimons gave up at tbe
io6th lap, having had enough. At 259 laps
to go Oswald collided with another competi-
tor whilst taking some food, and came down
heavily, being thereby placed hors it combat.
After 7 more laps bad been ridden, Keogh
came down, and retired. Martin, who was
much fancied for tbe event retired at 144
laps to go. His 84 gear was too much for
him against a strong wind. Mackey who
had been forcing the pace tor ~pme time,
went ahead in grand style after Martin's
retirement, and placed the result of Checon-
test beyond doubt. Mackey ultimately won

by 7 laps from W hitney, Stringer being
third, 3 laps behind Whitney, Winner's
time, S30.131. The race was an exceed-

ingly dull and uninteresting affair, and [is
not likely to be maintained by the I.C.»

A big meeting at Liverpool

Towards the end of October appeara
rather late for a race-meeting, yet a splendid
entry has been secured for the joint meeting
of the Liverpool Athletic Grounds Co. and
the Liverpool Centre which comes off this
Saturday.

The French 12 hours’ race off.

The big 12 hours' race advertised for last
Snuday, at Buffalo, was cancelled. Michael,
whowas to ride, decided to stand down after
his defeat by Linton, at Cardiff, and as the
race dashed with the Grand Prix de Paris,
the track managers thought well to declare
it moff.”

The three-wheeler scored.

There was an interesting little three-
cornered duel up Westerham last week-end
between two safeties and a tricycle. The
safeties cried enough about two-thirds of
the way, and the tricycle romped home
alone. Itwas a Humber, geared to 621, ar.d
ridden by E. J. Steel.
Liles still alive.

C. E. Litles Is not done with yet. and has
this year been amusing himself by riding
some very creditable 12 hours on the North
roads. He has put in 143 miles on a tri-
cycle. 152 on a single safety, and i8ijon a
tandem with Culley. In all, he bas secured
three gold and two silver 12 hours' medals.

The mile Sn mmlo. 46 4-5 secs.

A WIRE received by oar French contem-
porary. “ Le 'Velo,”states tbat the 'World’s
mile record with a flying start, waa broken
at Hartford, U.S.A, on Friday, by the pro-
fessional rider Berio, who did the good time
of I min. 46! secs. On the same day, that
famous old-time champion,W .Windle, made
his re appearance on che track, aod rode a
mile in i min. 471 secs., thus equalling tbe
old record.

New records.

Max Lurion, who knows a Wt by ex.
perience of the Licensing Scheme, has
i>een putting up new German and Austrian
records for the mile and intermediate quar-
ters. on the 'Vienna track. Paced by a
triplet and tandems, be rode, J-mile in 28

secs., J-miie in 57 secs., J-mile in 1.27., and
tbe mile in 1.39}. This is the first time the
English mile bas been covered inside two

minutesin Germany or Austria.
To settle tbe Armour Shield tie.

The respective secretaries of the Essex
W heelers and Polytechnic C.C.’s were pre-
sent at the last meeting of the directors of
the E.C.U., in order to arrive ata mutually
satisfactory arrangement for rnnning off the
tie between the two clnbs for the Armour
Shield. Tbe Polytechnic desired that the
deciding contest should be at any distance
np to five miles, the Wheelers, on the other
hand expressing a preference for a fifty or a
himdred. A compromise was effected, and
it was decided that each club should pro-
vide one representative to compete in a 30
miles paced match at Wood Green, on Sat-
urday next, 19 inst, to commence at 3.30.
The Wheelers have nominated Gidney and
the Polytechnic are uncertain whether to
send Watson or Winbolt so are holding a
race between these two dnring the week Co
decide which shall represent the club.

About Pateats.

If any of oar readers have an idea for an
invention,and wish to secure their rightsfor
it, they may obtain fall particulars for se-
curisg patents and advice, free ofcharge, by
appl}ing to the PatentEditor of ©rouHa,



DRESSINO.RO™ BALLADS.

IHEN the limited novice
pedsds out on the track,

E rides like a Juggins,an'
thinks 'e's a crack.

An' e wonders be'cos ‘e
can't quite get the
knack

Ofridin' like Michael
or Barding.

Now all yon young Jug-
gins' wot's ridin' to-day,

Just shut up your fly-
traps. an' ‘'ark to my
lay-

An'"I'll sing you a nder

as far as | may;
A rider wot's good for a maker.

First, mind you steer clear of theboore an’
the smoke,
For drinkin' '‘an' smokin' ain't good tor a
It upsets'is wind till 'E feels like to choke,
W hich is bad for the cornin' young
rider.
W hen oncinders yon fall, as you will past a
doubt, ) - s
Jest scrub the raw places tho the brush
makes yer shont,
For if cinders gets in you can't get them
out,
And they blackens
rider.

the rising young

Or if upon battens you happen to ride.

Just mind you don't wabble, look back, or
collide, - v

Or the splinters yon'll have to pick ont O

yer hide,
W ill surprise yer. yer stupid youBg
rider !

If you're knocked by the pacing of triplet
or qnad. S
An' the chicken run crowd is b~inmn to

cod.

Don't you ‘eed wot they say, jnst sUck on
an' plod, .
"An they'll cheer for a plucky young nder.

If you're wishful for glory an' wont ride for
gold,
The Union '11 give you a license I'm told;
But you can't live on toast racks an' clocks
when you're old.
An' there's cheques for the risin’ young
rider.

If the N.C.U-ups and sez " you're a pro,”
As it did to a pal o' minenot long ago;
Jnst pack up your traps for abroad you
should go.
W here's there's chips to be made by a nder.
Don Qdixoie.

Cycliog flremea.

The Brussels cyclic™ fire brigade is not
only an accomplished fact, but Is also a
very live body. Constant drillsand practice
have Iwought the sectbn to a state of real
efficiency- Experiments have been carried
out under the orders of Commandant Alle,
with a view to testing the capabilities of the
men when loaded with bose, &c.. and with
the greatest success. Themen carry 11 yds.
each of hose, and it has been found that, on
receiving an sJarm.the cycling hose carriers
can get to the scene of the fire, join up the
hose and fittings, tap the water-mains, and
have all in readiness for pumping directly
the engines arrive- In some cases, indeed,
small oQtbreaks have been subdued before
tbe arrival of the engines.”

y*QRDS ABOUT WHEELMEN.

T- Geandison is the best long distance

path rider in Scotland this year.

J.T.stevenson, Who was

J. T. the Sheffield Brunswick
5TEVENSON. scribe for 11 years, was
preseuled. by his club,

with a case of Sheffield cutlery on Wednes-
day, in honourof his marriage.

E. L. WINBOLT. c.c.

Polytechnic

HOLDER OF THE MILE TRICYCLE RECORD.

Can a straight- forward
STRAIGHT- nder, like Bouhours. the
FORWARD holder of the hour’'s re-

cord. be considered a pro-
fessional ? He writes to the makers ot the
machine on which he made his record (and
which he had borrowed) thanking them for
the loan of the machine, and the assistance
of their pacing staff, and concludes ;— “ 1
propose to ride your machines for nothing
ait nextyear, if you will consen. < putyour
admirable string of pacers at my service in
all my races.” Bouhours is. of course, a
professional, but, by force ofcircumstances.
Seeing that he could get a decent salary to
ride some makes, no one can accuse him of
riding for the money's sake after the above
eletter.

This

sturdy rider suc-

E. L. ceeded, last Saturday in
WINBOLT. establishing new tri.jcle
records at Wood Green,

from half-mile up to one mile. He rode the
half-mile in 1 min- 7J secs., the three-

quartersin I min. 41? secs
2 mins. 175 secs. Winboltis a good tricycle
rider; he rode second to G. Gatehonse in
the mile tricycle championship, and was
third in the ten miles championship on the
same day

.and the mile in

A CLEVER and experienced'
doctor, and an enthusiastic
cyclist in the personofDr.
J. A- Austin, of West Nor-
wood, holdsvery strong views on the subject
of twenty-four hours' racing, and an ex-
tremely interesting article from his pen on
this important subject will appear in one of
ourShow Numbers. Dr. Austinisa frequent
contributor lo these columns,, and his
opinions on the subject” will be tne more
valuable, for the reason that he is himself a
cyclist, and one who has made a special
study of the sport in its connection with
health.

DR. J. A.
AUSTIN

Is one of the most pro-
minent figures in Irish
cycling circles just now.
He is seen atevery gather-
ing where wheelmen do most congregate,
though, strange to relate, he is never seen
awheel He occupied tbe position of chwr-
man of the I.C.A. for a considerable p~od,
a position which he vacated recently, in
order that he might throw himself into the
legislative fight around the eternal amateur
gnestion, with more vigour. Baynham is
nothing if not vigorous. His physique is
vigorous, and his speech is equally so. He
is a good speaker, and the best debater upon
the 1.C A. Council. His language is tren-
chant. and his style impressive. He is one
of the warmest adherents of pure ama-
teurism to be found anywhere; perhaps
carrying his leaning to the point of excess.
He ia, of course, well abused by those who
do not agree with him. but Baynham cares
nothing for abuse,hewantsarguments; and,

J. W.
BAYNHAM

as a rule, he can rend his opponent’'s
strongest arguments to threads. At present.
Baynham is to be thanked forreserving

International cycling amity from being des-

troyed by his opponents on the I.C.A-
Council.
OUR LOCAL SPORTS AT MUG-
WUMP.
(Sie iilmlration on nextpageJ
No. 1.- « ‘armer Parsnip lenthis field for the
occasion. This isa view Of the cyclinfi

track, 14 laps to the mile. It was a bit
lumpy and switchbacky, as it were, bnt

— no matter.
No. 2.— This is the blacksmith, our loc"
champion record smasher, with In*

mThunderbolt" racer.

No.3.— Inthe two miles' race. Old Trestlefc
the undertaker (who had a magnificew
start) was mounted on his old antiquate©
three-wheeler, and he was leading too— .

No. 4— But his off wheel wanted to sprint
on its own account—

No. 5.— And Trestles brought all the fl«»
down with him, with the exception #
the little Bantam, who was well bebuKv
and who rode gamely over the lot.

(To be-contiiuud.)



OUR LOCAL SPORTS M M P (alep fa ). To be cniinued.
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A BEAUTY 5POT OF WALES.
DOLGELLY.
By H. B. Femwick.

search ENnBland North, South, East, and West, search
Bonnie Scotland too, and ne'er you’ll find in all your wander-
ings snch combination of scenic beauty as here displayed in
a Welsh valley- Truly a captivating spot is Dolgelly with
its two thousand odd inhabitants, an industrious and homely

Cader, standing in all its rugged litHnp
giant against the sky, throws its shadow w'tt the setting
iun, lies Dolgelly, surrounded on every side byhills, rnore or
less majestic, whose summits arc far easier reached than
their distinctive titles by word of mouth expressed.

The village does not contain much, speaking Irom a
historical point of view, but the scattered grey-bmit edifices
no two alike, are in themselves a picture, pattered they
are, as in the words of the “ Guide Book, like a handful of
nutshells thrown carelessly down.

Turning lo the left from the Railway Station and follow-
ine the straight road which terminates at the TalMt
Hotel ” (of which more anon), almost atth® other extremity
of tbe viUage, we turn once more to the left, and foUow this
road for about two miles. Each step we take brmrfng into
greater prominence, as we gaze behind, the idedic situa-
tion of the village, lying as it now does below, with a thin
canopy of smoke (not Black-country) floatmg above, like a

~nnavfoe traversed the afore-mentioned distance, we turn
from gazing at the beauties of the village to

upon a lovelier scene e’en yet. We here enter Dolgelly s
famous “ Torrent Walk," and idly sauntermg long a path

TORRBNI WALK, DOLGELLY.

Photo by H. B rixxki.

TORRENT WALK, DOLGELLY

Photo. byH. B. Ftnwick.

which leads through leafy bowers and baby forests ; by oim
side the torrent runs, dashing, whirling, hurrying o’er rock
and stone it goes, now churned to thick white foam, now
forming seeming limpid pools in some side basin, cut by the
water’s force out of the rock; the bright sun shines through
the trees, making the crystal waters sparkle brilliantly.

For nigh two miles we wander beside this torrent, with
its ever changirg beauties, ere we again reach the road,
which can be followed from here to “ Precipice Walk,
where, walking round Moel Cynwch’s lofty side, such a
panorama is presented to our gaze as fcrbids description;
yonder is Barmouth, that growing, fashionable wafenng
place, with Hs noble estuary running from thence just below
us, and winding here and there inland ; and there, rising
against the sky in the distance, is mighty Snowdon, in all its
snow-capped grandeur, but space forbids minute description
of the scene. We must hasten back, and. in our look
round the town, must not forget to peep at the
stream which runs down behind the village, supplying
the numerous mills with their motive power, aud abounds
greatly in stepping stones, which with care may be traversed,
but of slippery moss and sudden douce beware! Then
back once more to the “ Talbot,” where genial Mrs.Wil~*ms,
the hostess, and her even more genial daughter, Mrs. Hum-
pheries, will prepare a repast.to invigorate the traveller
whose pocket will be very little the lighter when 'tis finishetd
and the bill is paid.

The roads, leading to Dolgelly, are all that could oc
wished for from a cyclist’s point of view, and the wheelman,
including this picturesque spot io his tour, will never let the
fair vision which here meets his eye fade therefrom, but on
leaving its precincts to himself a solemn oath he’ll swe”™»
that when his boyish cycling days are done, he’ll to Dolgellf
wheel with cycle made for two, aod enter here upoa those
days of life, of real life, which are the happy lot of most.~

--------------- . o
CONAN DOYLE ON?CYCLING;!

* Dr.Con-an Doyle, tbe popular author, and creator of
Holmes,is a cyclist, and writes thus sensibly and enthusiastic”
about the pastime:- W hen the spirits are low, when the cW
appears dark, when work becomes monotonous, when hope
hardly worth having, just mount a bicycle and go ont for « 8 »
spin down the road, without thought of anything but the nde y
are taking. | have, myself, ridden the bicycle rq«t dtinng
practice as a physician and during my work in lettera }
morning or the afternoon before orafter work,asthemoodOert”
me, | mount the wheel and am off for a spin of a few m il~P ~
down the road from my connlry place. | can only speak

praise for the bicycle, for I believe that its use is commonly
fidal. and not at all detrimental to health, except in the mat
of beginners who overdo it.'



UTUMN IN THE
FORES5ST.

The forests

of our land

possess a his-

tory quite as

loterestiug, if

we did but

know it, as any

of, those an-

cient buildings

to which the

fancy has re-

course when

endeavo uring

to revive some

licture of ages

obg gone by,

Such a forest as the New Forest is

invested with a charm all its own. Ep-

ping Forest, too, is full of beauty and

delights, and many a Londoner finds

his way thither in the Summer-time,

more especially, perhaps, on Bank

Holidays. Who has not heard of Sher-

wood Forest, where Robin Hood and

Little John shot the deer, and harassed

the wealthy travellers by relieving them

of their gold ? Other forests there are,

the Forests of Dean and of Ashdown,

not to enumerate smaller woodlands
scattered up aod down old England.

Not more than a mUe distant away

across the valley, there rises a forest

dating back to early days of history. It

stands like an island amidst a sea of

cultivation, being one of those grey

domains which formed, perhaps, part of

the great primeval forest ere the Roman

eagle waa planted upon its soil, or the

sturdy Norman had cut the land into

shreds.

TREES OF EVERY TYPE

are there, and shadowy glade and
canopied deli, bush, and tangle, close-
cropped sward, and stretches of
greenest moss. It is just one ofthose
links that bind us to the time when the
English folk loved the greenwood life,
and sang ofit in their ballads. There
are in these glades oaks gnarled and
grey, writhed and twisted into every
picturesque shape, hollow in the bole,
and stags-homed at the summit, whose
half-barkless boughs seem to tell one
mutely that under them browsed the
spott”™ deer and antlered monarch of
the dell centuries ago. Beneath their
shade the Henries bunted, and tbey
have sheltered outlaws and refugees in
~eir time. Mitred abbot and cowled
friar have passed under these branches,
wough the orisons and anthems of the
abbeys have died away, and the grey
atones themselves have fallen into ruin
and desolation.

1 Smooth above and wrinkled below,
the pines vary in colour from bright red
fe cool ashen grey. The mossy carpet
tmder them is strewn with dead brown
acedles and cones. Nowand then you
®ome upon an opening among the trees,
whence you get

A LOVELY GLIMPSE OP DELLS AND
GLADES,

halt in the golden sunlight, and half in
the sleepy twilight of Autumn haze. A
pale blue smoke floats between yon
tall trunks, where a woodman has lighted
his fire. Now are the leaves ruddy,
yellow, and crimson fluttering to earth,
and rustling as they fall through the
tranquil air. Away to the extreme left
are many maples glowing with scarlet
and orange, like flames rising from a bed
of amber and golden ferns.

Stay [did you observe that loud whir-
ring sound ? Itwas caused by agorgeous
pheasant sailing over to the acorn-
strewQ moss beyond those brakes. In
the dim dusk of evening sly Reynard
passes along this path in quest of hia
supper. With a hungry eye he will
pause to look up at the pheasants, roost-
ing on the high larch boughs, where he
cannot possibly reach them, Poachers
also come this way sometimes, and carry
off the game they can lay hold upon,
and sleeping pheasants are easily
knocked off their perches by noiseless
air-guns. Rabbits, too, are caught with-
out much difficulty in snares and gins.
So that, in spite of ail the gamekeeper’s
watchfulness, the poacher often makes
off with a full bag without being arrested
in his progress. This aged beech-tree
to the right has a smooth bole, upon
which the penknives of lovers have

CARVED MANY LSITJALS.

Stooping through its veil of red leaf the
near beech is streaked down its stem
with bright green, showing where the
Summer rainsran down in the scarcely
perceptible hollows. Close by is an
elm, covered all over the Southern side

of its trunk with grey and yellow lichen,
while on i(s Northern side the green
mosses grow thickly. It is by little things
such as these thatthe forester knows his
way to the North or the South of the
forest without having any compass to
guide him. A true woodcraftsman has
his eyes open for all the most trivial
aspects and signs from which anything
may be learnt of the ways and move-
ments of the wild life in the woodland
haunts.

Oaks bowed with age here lean across
the pathway, and you have to stoop as
you pass along. Buff-coloured leaves
are now floating down from their boughs,
and the squirrels are busily engaged in
storing up the ripe acorns.

PRETTY LITTLE CREATURES,

how delightful it is to sit and watch
them on a still Autumn day ! Patter,
latter, go their feet among the dead
eaves as they seek the fallen nuts be-
neath the hazel bushes. Dormice and
woodmice are also engaged in a similar
occupation, for they know that the
Winter is coming on once more. Latest
to put forth its leaves, and earliest to
cast them off again is the ash tree which
looks like a stranger from another land.
Long before the other trees of the
forest assume their gay Autumnal hues
its brief Summer reign is over. Its
feathery foliage, which filtered the sun.
beams through it, and flecked the moss
beueath with its chequered light and
shade, instead of brightening into
splendid hues as other trees do, curlsup
as if scorched and falls almost simul-
taneously as a whole from the tree, so
that the branches become bare in a few
days. " 5;]

Thomas Mellish.

BY THE MILL STREAM.

PhoU). by A. C. Unwin.



ATE.

I.
Two cyclers met at a
roadside ion,
W hose light shonebright
and warm within.
Both bound for the same
far-distant place.
But the one to tour— the
other to race.
The last was a young,
dare-devil youth
W ho scoffed at wisdom
and laughed at truth.
W ho rode as if the curse
of speed
W as all the pleasure that
men could need.
The other, a man of older
mien,
— (A score of years or so between)—
wfro took life's pleasures as they pass;
His mount was of the rcadster class
W ith brake and guards, that all might see
And judge what manner of man hebe!
'ml should not wonder,"” the old man said,
" If you, with such areckless head,
m\W ith yonr racing mountand careless style
mShould walk full many a weary mile |
« Thoseracing tyres, they easily burst "—
Said he, "And it maybe I'll get there first! "<

I,
They started ont in the fading light.
The younger was sooner out ot sight,—
W ith heedless pace and laughing eye.
He rode full fast and recklessly.
O'er moor, o'er fen, he plied the pace
Norstopp” foramoment'shreathing-space;
His mind was all intent to score
Fnll twenty milesan hour —and more.
Up every hill he'd fleetly ride,
And sprint “ all out” down the other side,
His light went out,— he took no heed.
But only craved for greater speed,
And thro' the watches of the night
He steer'd but by the moan’s wan light.
Thro' sleeping towns he'd swiftly steer.
Yet nonerais”™ hand to interfere,
Policemen mounted, saw him too.
Yet still he unmolested flew.
To his journey's end, thro' roads of mire,
m\Without so much as a punctured tyre 1

The other started more easily

(A slow and careful man was he),

And took precaution as hewent

Gainst any serious accident.

O f rest and ease he took bis fill,

W hilst cautiously down every bill

He plied his brake. Now it is said,
Fools step where angels fear to tread,
And down tbe self-same hill the first
Had rushed at some two-twenty burst, -
Heedless of ~1 that went before,—

mThe other found the going sore,

W ith feet on rests, a fearful speed

He had attained—but no cause to heed. . .

A crowd o f traffic, dexssly f ached
Ah, God! His brake refused io act !

[AV

Tkt moral of this is plain to see,
Whatever manner of man you be.
For tho' ‘gainst danger you shut the gate
You are tmi as clay in the hands of Fate!

Hubert S. Ryan.

“"PAtev"

thgni.
L. OwEH (Tynemouth).-Not yet that we are

(Llandridod)-Manchester wil! Snd

are of.

T. MiLtiSH (London’.—We useone of yoor arti*
des thisweek i tbe others we shall alto use later
00.

Paul Dkiact (Gaud, Belpgne).—We think yoo
will be able to gee what you require from Messrs.
J. K. Starley ft Co., Coventry.

A Two-years'Rcauerof “Cyclihg” (Burnley).
—The address of the Company you mention 113,
Cymmin; Street, Lond<»

Sportsman * (Northampton) —The machme we
illustrated some time sto was mauufactured by
Mesars. Dezican Saberbie ft Lie., 16, Rue Halevy,
Paris. We canventure no opinion on the machine,
however.

T. GowMt (Antwerp). -W e thank you for your
kind offer, which, however, we regret we cannot
entertain. Your name we will keep before us for
futnre reterence

“ Rer * (Lincoln).— Ifyou are a tourist von will
undoubtedly derive considerable benefit from
membership of the C.T.C.; we have given several
instances recently which prove beyond doubt the
advantages of being a member of the big club.

“Allabd" (Maidstone;,-!. G. ft J- la asplendid
road tyre, a i|]-m. 3. Joiutleas. 4. Yes, we
think the weight named a bit too light; 28 Ibs.
would suit yon better. 5. ei, 8, Theebow Num-
bers are bound up in tbe ordinary volumes, not
seﬂarately

C, CoU2EMS (London).—Thanks for informa-
tion; we knew it. Our correspondent writes: —
“Tlike your paper far better than any of the other
cycling papers, one reason being thatyou keep the
reading matterapart froo advertisements»so that
when tne sanie are bound, yoa do sot come across
a page of reading matter and then turn over
and find that the next page contains an advectite-
ment,’*

W.wiittmori (London) —We would certairily
not undertake to saythata local maker could not
build you a machinein every way suitable to your
requirements, and oue that would give yon com*
plete satisfaction. Indeed, we believe the maker
yon name builds a good machine, but we think you
will be unwise to have such a liebt mount ts yon

From 9$to 3albs. should be quite light
enough for the road.

MISTAKEN

W ettt | never, i
that cyclist!

thought | could stop

A.S.H. (London).—W e have never beard of such
a tvre.

\% Brever (Paris).—Thanks;
next month.

Mr. w alker fLondon).—Having no agreement,
you have no legal claim.

T.C G. william s iLydney, Glos."),—We are not
supplying ibeo)thisyear.

G, E. (London),—Write Smith’s
Borough High Street, S.E.

C.A.crabtree (Stourbridge).—
where you can obtain them,

W. E Issy (Fulham).—so far as we know tho
Company no longer exists.

B. H. Bennett (Beverley, E. Yorks).—You are
correct in yonr supposition.

C.T.C 993a (Pembroke Dock'.—You cannot do
better than ~ave Dunlops again.

R. Todd (Sutton)”—w e believe the machine
named to be a good and reliable one.

“Querist” (Stafford .—Yes, we believe it has
been tried, but has not been successful.

W.Groves (Ventnor, | W>—Of the machines
named, the Swlit is7*"ecidedly tbe best.

C. Pollard (London).—Not in this country,
but in America we believe one bas been nsed.

W.W.Evers (Wath-upon*Detrne).—The address
of tbe firm you mention is 118, Hoiborn, W.C.

“zero" (London),—We fear j~u bave no
remedy. Give the hoase a wide berth in luture.

J. (Wrexham).-The M. & C. Humber Is a
thoroagh good machine. Palmers by all means.

“ SYORTSMAR " (Kingstou).—We hope to publish
anariicle on the sabjecrin one of onr Show Nub*
bers.

W.R. Grayling (East Grinstead).—Thanka for
mending paragraph, butwe had already noted the

Patents Co.,

W e do not know

~“Troubled" (Pateley Bridge).—We know of no-
thing that will cure yon, Cycling will cenainly do
VO'l:‘l no h}grm

W. H. (Banbury).—I. We prefer a block
chain, s. Decidedly. 3 Yes. 4. Itwould notcost
much 5. Subtly deflate.

K, H. DU EXAT (London) —W e are distinctly op*
posed to sach races, aod can neither announce
Oor report sach an event,

“Live and Learn” (Morpeth)—Ac the present
line ourcandid opinionis thatof the two machines
named the Rover is the better

“cyclist” (Hants) withes to thank the corre-
spondents who kindly gave him information le*
garding route from Petersfield to Oxford.

AJohnston (Wrexham).—Weare always staling
tbat we do not reply to queries through the post.
We cannot pnblien the photograph you refer to.

P.Godfrey (London'.—Have the Rudge*Whit-
worth with tangent apokes. You caagetaa excel*
loti machine from the firm named at the price yon
mention. Have Dunlop tyres.

“Admirer " (Birmingham).—It is an impossi*
bility to recommend one of toe machines named iu
preference to the other. They are quite equal in
point of merit, and you must make your own
choice.

D. L. B (Plymouth).—Xft 9- The machine named
would give you complete satisfaction. 3. Abetter
appearance, and slightly easier steering. B. The
dkuerence however is, in our opinion, scarcely
noticeable. 4. We think ita fad. and would not
advise you to spend money on It.

NOTIiCE.~W tari Always kapfy to
quoriss addrssstd to us on
Ik« sport, pas/ims,

rtply to alt
matUrs eonnteUd with
or trads. Itmust bs distiH Cily
utuUrstood, kowevsr,thatowittg fo tkr lares num bsr
ofinquinss wkxch rsash ms,we cannotamays reply
atones, butwsalways tndsaoour to answer qusrias
as soon as posstbls,

Comspondents can send any sngmnes to us fot
iHssrtton in tkh eolum M w itk a view to ascsrtaining
information frrfm any 0/ our readers wkose st-
perisMCSS render them capable of giving tt. Under
no circomstaaces whatever can we reply tbrongb
the postfo tnquiries ofany description.

Under HO circum stances can we reOfy to
mous correspondents. Name and address
accompany every inquiry as a
faith.

anonym
skou/d
guarantee of good

THIS
COLUMN

will be suspended during the
Stanley and National Shows,
to make room fcr important
special features.

we will include it





