
AN EXCHANGE OF COMPLIMENTS,

F i r s t  L a d y  (to bosoMfritnd).— " Y o n r  n ew  c y c lin g  costu m e su its  yo u  ad m irably  : 
w ltat a  [idty th e  m ateria l is  so  com m on I "

: S e c o n d  L a d y ,— " T r u e , a n d  you rs is  a  splen did  m a te r ia l; a re n ’t  yo n  so r r y  i t  does 
n ot fit y o a  b etter ? ’ ’

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



LUDLOW, THE CAPITAL OF THE MARCHES.

B y  C h a r l e s  G . H a r p e r .

T he average Londoner has never heard of Ludlow,
And yet Ludlow has played a not unimportant part in 

the history o f this country, and it remains to day as 
picturesque a town as you may well find in the Midlands. 
For its situation, take your Reduced Ordnance Map and 
search for it some fifteen or more miles to tiie south-west 
ot Shrewsbnry; for its picturesqueness take my word and 
the evidence of my drawing of Broad Street, herewith, 
f  Ludlow is a town of memories, of historical wraiths and 
shadows, and moving visions. Also, it is a place wherein 
the tongue of gossip and scandal never ceases out o f the 
land. Wherefore, you who delight in social signs and por­
tent* should not fail of becoming well acquainted with this

vigorous, but filled with all manner of lawless, and fierce, 
and savage doings, and its records are stained with many 
and most sanguinary spot# and splashes. T h e Castle, 
whose many towers overlook the River Teine, baa been, b  
its time, the scene of happenings that are, many of them, 
recorded in the history of this realm ; but of the valour, the 
savagery of the deeds that have been wrought here, and of 
their untoward results o f battle, murder, and sudden death, 
we can, who live in this Nineteenth Centnry, form but the 
haziest of notions, who compass our enemies' destrnction 
b y other means than those which obtained with our delight­
ful ancestors in the days when “ Might was Right,” as the 
shallower historians remark, as if might, under any con­
ceivable circumstances, would ever be anything else 

Ludlow occupied
A FORTIFIED AND CENTRAL POSITION

in the Marches of W ales, and here, and in tbe Immediate 
neighbourhood, were situated the strongest castles of the

B R O A D  S T R B B l ,  L C D L O W ,

typical English country town of an era before railways were 
d r e j^ d  of. I f  I were so ill-advised as to set about the 
w r^ og of a novel i s  which little social peculiarities were to 
find a place, I w u ld , for choice, make Ludlow a social 
observatory from wMch to note the lives and habits of its 
inhabitants, Or, to change the figure, I would subject them 
fo the sewching mvestigation of the mental microscope I 
Then should Ib e  the literary Lubbock of Ludlow I What 

to classuy their in finite variety of mental attitude 1 With 
wtiSt scientific rapture one would embark upon their do:ket- 
mg M d  the division of them into classes and sub classesi 
r o i  Ludlow is

A TOWN OF CHARACTER.

Not the coarse and vigorous character that impels to the 
a o jig  of wild and fearsome deeds, but the character of the 
f iM  aad— sooth to say— tbe pettier shades; the feminine 
character.

Now, the consideration of these things fills the eontem- 
p ativc man with a mUd surprise, for, if  he has read the 
history of the town, he will know that its story is not only

pjrdere. On every band were means of defence, and these 
advanced posts of the Kcrmans were fully needed ; for, ever 
and again, the wild Welshmen, headed by some Llewellyn, 
or Tudor, or Ap Howell, came streaming over the ragged 
and uncertain frontiers, vrith fire and sword, Intb th at fair 
land o f England from which the Teutonic hordes of the 
Heptarchy had driven their fathers.

Ludlow Castle, now in ruins, was long the headquarters 
of the government o f the W elsh Marches, as these border­
lands were termed. It dates from about 1090, and bad 
witnessed many stirring scenes before it finally fell Into 
decay. _ Before the introduction cl ordnance into warfare, 
the position of Ludlow Castle was extremely strong. It

Karded the town, across a river, on one side, and over- 
)ked Corve Dale on another; but since warlike conditions 

have become changed, its position is altered from strength 
to weakness; for, trom the heights of Whitcliff, overlooking 
the town, a shower of shot and shell could be p o o r^  into It 
with such precision and certainty that it could not hope fo 
hold out for an hour.
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T h e site upon which Ludlow is built ia situated in 
Shiopshlre: the tall cliffs of W hitciiff, overlooking the 
town, are in the county of Hereford. Two bridges connect 
the town with the Hereford shore, —  that of Dinhara, 
by the caatle, and Ludford Bridge, gX'ing access to 
the little Herefordshire village o f Ludfoid- T h e town 
was waUed, and entered by strongly-defended gate­
ways, of which only one is left— Broad Gate—aud in a 
much disfigured condition, being restored and plastered, and 
finished off with trumpery battlements in the sham, finicking 
“  Gothic "  of the last century. T h e Teine, although a con- 
aderable river, is not navigable here, as it is oormallv too 
shallow, for one thing, and, for another, there are no fewer 
than four substantial weirs upoa it within tbe space of half- 
a-mlle. The roaring of tbese weirs, upon still Summernights, 
fills the air with a continual mormur which, in time of flood, 
xises to an Insistent angry shouting that fills the streets and 
alleys of the old town with strange and wonderful reverbera­
tions.

T h e greater part of Ludlow is comprised within five 
streets: Corve Street, Broad Street, Old Street, Mill Street, 
and Gaolfbrd— this last now spelled Galdeford, for the satis- 
fection o f modern and qualmish susceptibilities! Behind, 
the timbered or Georgian red-bricked frontages of these 
streets there are, for the most part, quaint and fertile 
gardens wherein, on sunny afternoons of Summer aad early 
Autumn (but not in the early months of tbe year, for Spring 
coiues slowly down this way), the semi rural dainty Phillises 
of this rustic town disport them with tennis; or, with an 
ineffable purring content, devote the happy hours to the 
due unravelling of tbe love-lorn plots of the lady noveliai.

For this old town and its like are the strongholds of story­
tellers of tbe sentimental cast, and

L U D LO W  IS  A  TOW N OF G IR L S ,

a pUce where it is always afternoon, a little world that 
wags not fiercely with bursts o f hard work and the strong 
ex itement of the M etropolis; rather is it a  spot in which 
to sport with Amaryllis m the shade. Ambition, the race 
for fame or gain, have no place here, for tbe ambitious,

the suitors of Fortune, and tbose who are in any way im­
patient ol advancement have hurried ofl to where these 
th in p  may be struggled for by the strong with some chance 
o f achievement. Hot blood, quick pulse, are dispersed to 
all points of the compass, and Ludlow holds but little 
young manhood. Those who remain are of a phlegmatic 
temperament, and the many spinsters use them chiefly as 
blocksonwhichtosharpen theirwits. Thusitisthatthegulle- 
ful maidens of this town are adepts at flirting; Indeed, it is 
to one of them that I owe a lucid and perspijuous defini­
tion of the term, and an enllgheaed differentiation between 
the sister arts o f flirting and spooning far beyond the 
powers o f lexicographers, even of Doctor Johnson’s calibre. 
Said she “  Flirting Is looking, spooning is touching.” Need 
I say aught but that I was properly grateful for so luminous 
an explanation ?

TH E  TR O U B LES OF A F A IR  RATION ALIST.

(A d o l p h u s  t o  A n g e l in a .)

Angelina! Angelina!) whythat frown npon thy brow?
Wherefore doss that look of anger cloud thy classic features now? 

Surely something grave, appalling, must have chased thy smiles 
away.

For, my sweetest Angelina, thou art generally gay.
Angelina, have I vexed thee ? caused thee momentary pain ?

Tel! me, love, for I am longing so to see thee blithe again;
I to all thy cares and sorrows turn a sympathetic ear.

Tell me then what is the matter, tell me, sweetest, there's a dear? 
(A n g e l in a ’s  R e p l y .)

Dolphy, I’m in dreadful trouble; my machine arrived last night. 
From the Stanley Show (a beauty! such nice handles! and 

so light!!)
But, alas I I cannot ride it, and I'm fairly in a fix.

For the silly stupid tailor has not yet sent home my "  knicks '' I

E. G. RtrcKSs.

HOW TH EY DO IT  IN AMERICA. 

a b o v e  i s  a  t e a m  o f  r a c e r s ,  w h o  a r e  r id e r s  o f  MORGAN AND WRIGHT'S GOOD TYRES.
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ARL* I V'* *AV •

AN E A R L Y  B ICYCLE.

Si*.— I d  your issue of Gycuno for 
December 7th, you say that the bicycle was 
boro in Paris ia 1866.

I saw one in the Champs ElysSe in the 
Spring of 1856. The man riding was evi­
dently of the artisan class, and probably the 
maker of tbe machine. It was about the 
size of the present machine, driven by 
pedals that worked on a crank on the hind 
wheel. The front wheel, I think, waa fixed, 
for, when he turned acorner at right angles, 
he dropped his feet on fo the ground, and 
lifted the machine round, and shot off again 
at a good pace.

A t h e l s t a n  CoaBBT.

H IPP0 C YCLE5 . &c.

S i r , — Apropos of the correspondence in 
your colnmns, and your editorial note ac­
companying the mteresting sketch from the 

Illustrated London News,” 1850.1 beg to 
say that even at tbat time there was nothing 
novel in the vehicle described. At the 
famous competition at Ralnhill (near Liver­
pool), In October. 1829, for the £500 prize 
offered by the directors of the Liverpool and 
Manchester Railway for the best locomotive 
engine, besides the "Rocket,” and three 
other steam-propelled locomotive engines, 
a Mr. Brandreth entered his horse-machine, 
the “ Cycloped.” The following description, 
from ■' Wood's Treatise on Railroads." 
1832, may be of interest to some of your 
readers:—

“  Mr. H, Brandreth. of Liverpool, st the 
Liverpool experiments exhibited a machine 
where the horse travelled at a rate of speed 
equal to abont one third less than the car­
riage itself.

'■ To accomplish this, two horses were 
mounted upon the carriage, side by aide, 
and turned round with their feet a sort of 
endless chain, furnished with narrow boards.

a which bent round the wheels.
aM. when stretched horizontally, presented 
a fit platform for the horses to travel apon 
and turn ronad.

"T his chain worked a wheel, the peri- 
phery of which travelled at about one third 
foe rate of the carriage wheels. While the 
horses were thus going at the rate of four 
imles an hour, they would propel the car­
riage at tbe rate of 12 miles an hour. 
Independent of the injury to his physical 
powra, the horse, at 12 miles an hoar, is not 
capable of exerting a force equal to one- 
fourth of what he is capable of doing at fonr 
miles an hoar; so that there was some 
reason fo snppose. unless the friction and 
msadvantMeousmodeofapplication counter- 
d an ced  the economy of power, there would 
be an increase of effect.

‘ Daring the prosecniicn of the experi 
ments, the consttuction of the „as
to n d  detetive. and we do not know if Mr. 
Brandreth has yet been able to bring it tc 
practice." ®

Yours faithfally,
A  M, H, S o l o m o n .

TH EORY IN M ECHANICS.
Sir,— May I  venture to protest against 

Ihe somewhat contemptuous references to 
theory in i^ hanical matters, still common 
in the Cycling Press, in connection with such 
inventions as the Bondard Gear, Simpson 
Chain. &c.

In mauy cases, and in both those specially 
referred to, what is spoken of as '• mere 
theory " is the proven fact and established 
principle thal one cannot get more work out 
of a piece of mechanism than one puts 
into it.

As an engineer and cyclist of nearly 
twenty years experience I should like to 
point out to the non-technlcal reader and 
rider, that, in propelling a machine work 
has to done against certain resistances, the 
nature of which is clearly ascertainable, and 
having, in the up-to-date bicycle, placed the 
rider in the best position to use his power, 
all tbat can be done further is to reduce 
those resistances. In the first place, by far 
the greatest is that due to wind pressure, 
which can only be reduced by reducing 
the area of Ihe rider's body and machine 
opposed to It, so that very little can be 
looked for in that direction. I have cal­
culated this resistance for various speeds, 
taking the very low estimate of four square 
feet for man and machine, and enclose a 
table, tbe accuracy of which is dependent 
only upon data which were good enough to 
buiid the New Forth Bridge upon. We have 
then, bearing friction which is practically 
nil wilh good ball bearings, vibration, which 
seems to be reduced to a mininiuin by pn̂ u* 
matic tyres, and. finally, chain friction, 
which is the only rubbing contact, and 
which may possibly be reduced slightly by 
some improvement in, or substitute for, the 
chain itself, but which, I  fear, can never be 
entirely eliminated, and is, after all, very 
trifling in amcunt in these days of protected 
and lubricated chains,

I think it should be seen from this point 
of view, that where total loss of power in a 
machine, is at a liberal estimate well within 
5 per cent, all talk abont gaining 25 per 
cent, and upward as is gravely claimed by 
ignorant or fraudulent advocates of fads at 
the shows and elsewhere, must of necessity, 
be absurd.

With regard to the Simpson Chain. I  have 
not yet seen iu print an explanation of what

OFF FOR A FOREIGN TOUR.

A PAIR PASSENGER ON BOARD THE 
DIEPRS BOAT.

really takes place put in such language as (0 
be clear to outsiders, althongh "T he En 
gineer ” has put the matter clearly enough 
to technical readers. I think I  can give 
such an explanation, and shall be happy to 
do 90 in the event of your [considering this 
worthy of acceptance, but fear I have 
already presumed too far upon your space.

Yours &c.,
T. A. V e n im o r s .

(The following Is the Table referred to 
above.— E d )
T a b l e  o f  W in d  S p e e d s  a n d  R e s is t a n c e s  

Speed of Wind.
• Gentle Breeze ... 4 to 5 njiles an hour. 

Pleasant Breeze...10 to 15 „
Brisk Wind ...201025 „
High Wind ...30 to 35 „
Very High Wind 40 to 45 „

OP S p e e d s . C o r r e s p o n d i n g

R e s i s t a n c e .

s  p e r  h o u r . I n  Ibs. o n  a r e a  o f  
4 s q u a r e  fe e t .

10 I 97
15 4 '43
20 7-85
25 1 2 0 5
30 .. . 1 7 7
35 24-1
40 3 i '5
45  - 4 0 ‘0
50 .. . 61-3

For example, suppose a rider travelling 
at to miles per hour against a pleasant 
breeze at say 15 miles, or at 15 miles 
against a breeze at 10 miles.

The sum of the speeds, i.i., the speed at 
which tbe rider is actually cutting through 
the wind, will be 25 miles, so t o t  there 
will be a constant resistance of 12-05 fo 
be overcome, which, taking man aod ma­
chine at 180 lbs. is equivalent to riding up 
an incline of i  in 15, with a wind moving 
at same speed, and in same direction.

CITY CLUB H OUSE W AN TED .
S ir ,— Now that the Show aad festive 

season is in full swing, and cyclists' minds 
are turning towards having cosy evenings io 
the club-house, may I intrude upon your 
valuable space to bring before the notice of 
brethren of the wheel a need— a very great 
need, of a cyclists' club-house in the City of 
London. As I travel to and from the City 
daily, and see the increasing number of 
yoong men using tbeir cycles as a means of 
getting to business, and, knowing of many 
who, like myseif, sometimes, when going for 
an afternoon's run. need their machines to 
be in the City in a house wtete need^ 
change of clothing could be made, & c., and 
thus save, perhaps, two hours or more of 
valuable time, besides making it a City home 
for cyclists at all times, I  fee! certain that if 
one of our leading clubs, or a few influential 
gentlemen were only to open such a bouse, 
as near tbe heart of the City as possible, it 
w-ould be heartily supported, and entirely 
successful.

Trusting this snbject will receive tbe at­
tention it needs, and thanking you, before I 
close, for such an excellent First Show 
Number, I enclose my card, and remain 

Yours faithfully,
H. A. M i l t o n .
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TH E  G IR L ;iN TH E  RATIONAL 
D R E SS 1

S i r , — Aa a fellow -snfferer in th e  region  
o ccn p ied  b y  th e  m stbetic fee lin gs, I sym p a­
thise w ith  th e  v iew s y o u  exp ress in you r 
recen t a rtic le  upon th is su b ject. B u t th ere  
is  o a e  asp ect o f the c a se  yo u  do not tou ch  
ttpon, w h ich  I  h av e  not seen m ooted a n y ­
w h ere, althci’ i t  is  tht one asp ect th at ap p eals 
m ost stro n gly  to me a s  sh o w in g  w h ere  the 
m issin g lin k  betw een  the p ast a n d  fu tu re  of
w om en’s  dresa— in  its  developm ent_
is  to be found.

T h e  ^ o u n d  plan o f th e  k n ickerb ockers is 
n ot objection able. T h e y  a t  least exp ose 
m ore o f the h um an  fo rm  d ivin e  th an  the 
sk irt does, and  th at b y  itse lf i s  an  untold  
ga in . K n ick erb o ckers a re  n o t so  u g ly  as 
trou sers, fo r  tb e se  la tte r not o n ly  c o v e r u p  all 
th e  legs, b u t. as ord in arily  m ade, do not 
adm it o f  g racefu l fo ld s— alth o u gh  it  is  to be 
noted th at M r. A u b rey B eard sley , in som e 
o f  h is  d raw in gs, h as fe o w n  b o w  a  b ag gier 
breech  o f  th in  m aterial adm its o f  m ore 
g ra ce fu l folds than  m ankind e v e r  p ro bab ly  
d ream t o f as p o ssib le  to th is  g a rm e n t; and 
a  d ebt o f  gratitude, I  doubt not, w ill  b e  ad ­
m itted  to  h e  ow ed to  M r. A u b r e y  B eard sley , 
b y  tb e  tailors o f  future ages. T h a t  b y  the 
w a y . 1 h av e  not y e t  seen a  la d y  c y c lis t  in 
trou sers, B eardslesqu e o r o th erw ise.

W h a t  I  feel s o  sorrow ful about is  the 
ca stin g  a w a y , b y  so  m any la d y  rid ers, o f all 
th e  la c e s  and  frills, and soft th in g s — th e  silky 
m ateria ls  a n d  b rig h t co lou rs— so c a p tiva tin g  
to  th e  m asculine eye. I t  is  th e  doing of 
th is, w itho ut rh y m e o r reason, th at b rin gs 
ont m y protest. W h ile  th e  c y c le  w om an is 
co n ten t to consider o n ly  th e  apbatently usiful 
s id e  o f th e  reform  in  d ress, a n a  is  w illin g  to 
ap p ear in sn ch  a  r ig  as yo u  p ictu re  on 
p a g e  344 o f  th is  w eek’s  ® t c u b g — j.z,, in  a 
tailor- m ade d ress o f tw eed m ateria l, c u t  a b so ­
ln tely  p la in  and  in  im itation  o f  m en 's fashions 
— sh e  can n ot e xp ect to be considered a  thing

A T  T H E  N A T I O N A L .

o f b ean ty , le t a lone a  jo y  to r  e v e r  - a t  least, 
not b y  com parison w ith  h er sisters in skirts. 
& c ., o f tb e  fem inine cu t, and  ornam entation 

In  th e ir  en thu siasm  fo r the pastim e, g irls  
ap p ear to  b e  ob liv iou s o f  th e  cardinal tru th

e O N N I C K ’ S  S t G  S H O W  I S  T H E  P A L A C E .

u n derlying th e  w h o le  p h ilo so p h y o f dress, 
v iz ., tb a t th e  ornam ental precedes th e  usefu l, 
both  in  ord er o f evo lu tio n  and  in p leasure- 
g iv in g  pow er. I f  th e  fem inine riifer w ould 
o n ly  adop t knickers o f  tb e  s ty le  th e  m en 
w o re  in th e  d a y s  o f C h a rle s  the Second, and 
i f  w h ite  satin  and  lo n g  la ce  is  not com p atib le  
w ith c y c lin g  on a  m uddy road, le t  th e  garm ent 
be m ad e a ttractiv e  in  som e oth er w ay— b y  
edgings o r slash in gs o f  colonr, b y  th e  u se  o f 
stu ffs b o u g h t at the d rap e r's  in p reference 
lo  th e  exasp eratin g  tw eed s and  hom espuns 
— let th eir bodices a n d ja c k e ls b e  adorned w ith  
a s  b eau tifu l a n d  a s  fem inine ap p u rten an ces 
a s  th e y  put o n  w h en  n ot cy c lin g , and  I  am 
qu ite  sure th e y  w ill look c a p tiva tin g  w hen 

I c y c lin g — at least, in  th e  back.
Y o u rs  tru ly ,

J o h n  B a d c o c k , J r .

T h e  o ra c le  d id n ’t  w o rk .
N o v i c e  : "  In  »hat w a y  did yo n  sa y  th is 

b ic y c le  w as su p erior to  a ll o th ers  ? "
D e a le r : "  M y  dear yon n g sir look at th ose 

handles. T h e y  a re  so  lo w  yo n  c a n ’t help 
seein g e v e ry  b it o f  g la ss  and  tin -ta ck  on the 
ro a d ! "

O o n o t lo o k  nice.
M rs  L a n citr y , th e  J e rs ey  L i ly , h a s  con ­

tra cted  cy c io p h o b ia  t h e  fam ous actress 
th in k s sh ort sk irt and  g a ite rs  th e  m ost be­
com in g costum e fo r the w h eel, a n d  declares 
sh e  h as n ever seen  an yon e look n ice  in 
"  R a tio n al d re ss .”

Q o o d  fo r brain  w o rk .
M i s s  E l l e n  T e r r y  confe?«es to  b e in g  an 

en th u siastic  c y c lis t. O n  e ve ry  a va ilab le  
op p ortu n ity  sh e  is  ou t aw h eel, and  finds th e  
exercise  o f  th e  g rea test a ' sistan* e  in  th in k ­
in g  ou t and  stu dyin g  her ard u o u s p arts. 
Sh e h as a  h o ly  h o rro r o f R ation als, and  th e  
"  new  "  wom an.

C
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D e c e m b e r  2 1 ,  i 8 g j

TH E  N .C.U. LONDON CENTRE 
M EETINQ.

D ra stic  R e fo rm s L 'ra o im o u sT y  A E rced  L 'tcn

T h b  usnal D eleg a tes ’ M eetin g, p rio r to 
the D ecem ber C o u n cil ^M eeting (fixed for 
2 1st inst.) took p la ce  at th e  "L o n d o n  T a v e r n "  
on W ed n esd ay  la st, M r. T o d d  p resid in g  over 
b u t a  sm all gatherin g. T b e  form al busin ess 
b e in g  q u ick ly  d isposed o f, the A g en d a  to  be 
laid  before the C o u n cil u a s  d iscussed. T b e  
P a cem a k in g  S p ecia l C o m m ittee ’s - R ep o rt, 
co n tain in g  o b vio u s ly  o n ly  "  tin kerin g  " 
m easures, w as d isagreed w iib , a lth o u g h  the 
London  C o u n cillo rs w ere left un fettered  as 
reg a rd s  th eir vo tes on th e  2 1st. T b e  m ost 
im portant and  far-reach in g m easure th at bas 
e v e r  b een  form ulated to  d eal w ith  M ak er's  
A m ateu rism , w as n ext in troduced  by D i.  
T u rn e r  It is  th at R a c in g  M en  sh all on ly 
be perm itted  Co use m ach in es— a n d  tbe 
essen tial p a rts  th ereo f— w h ich  m ay b e  a p ­
p ro ve d  b y  the U n ion . T h o s e  firm s w ho 
con tin ue to  su b sid ise In a n y  w ay, a re  to be 
"  w arned  o f f , " a n d  their goods d isallow ed  in 
a n y  race, tim e tria l, o r  in  pacem akin g. D r . 
T u rn er w as e lo q u en tly  in dign an t a t  tb e  
p resen t sta te  o f  racin g  affairs, and  fa irly  
d rew  th e  m eeting to  b is  w a y  o f th inking, 
th e  d elegates vo tin g  unanim ously in  favou r 
o f the proposition  I t  w ill su rp rise  us 
g re a tly , h ow ever, if  it  p asses th e  C o u n cil. 
B la ir 's  m uch-talked-of T h re e  C la s s  S ch em e 
w as also unanim ously approved, as regards

adopt

H A R R I S O N  S  A C C B S S O R I E S  S H O W  A T  

P A L A C B

schem e, a s  it  is  un dou b tedly  an  honest 
attem pt to grap p le  w ith  a v e r y  difficult 
problem , besides w ip in g  a w a y  the h ated  
L icen sin g  R u les. I t  was agreed  to  support

M r. G r iffin ’s m otion to  add  Ibe fly ing start 
m ile  to th e  record l is t ;  but M r, M ag u ire ’s 
a ltera tlo n sto tb e  L icen sin g  R u les did not find 
favon r, an d  C o u n cillo rs w ere Instru cted  to 
v o te  again st tbem .

S t r a lt - ie c k e t  lo r  One.
A  MECHANIC, w h o se in gen u ity  h as seem ­

in g ly  developed  cereb ra l w eakn ess, has 
d evised  som e b icy c le  a ttach m en ts so th at be 
m ay tak e  b is  f o u r  ch ild ren  w ith  h im  w hen 
h e  rides fo rth . M o re  w ork fo r th e  L u n a cy  
Com m issioners and tb e  C o r o n e r !

S u c c e ss .

T h b  P arisian  d a ily  "  I - e V g lo "  w h ich  has 
b een n o w  published  fo r  th ree  y e ars, h as m et 
w ith  su c h  su ccess, th a t  th e  editors h av e  ju st 
fou n d  it  n ecessary to m o ve  in to  m ore com ­
m odious prem ises. "  L e  V ^ lo "  is  now 
lo cated  in  a  splen did  h ouse, R u e  M eyerbeer, 
n ear th e  G ran d  O pera.

C u t t in g  It fla«.

T h e  scien ce  o f tim in g races h as reached 
su c h  p erfectio n  th at i t  is  now  p o ssib le  to  ca l­
c u la te  tb e  in terva l th at n ecessarily  elapses 
betw een  th e  pistol-fire  and th e  actu al 
startin g  o f  the com petitor. T h is  in terval 
m ay be m easu red  dow n  to tb e  thousandth  
p a rt o f  a  second. T h e  starter’s  p isto l is  so 
arranged  tb at an e le c tr ic  co n tact U  broken 
w hen  tb e  c a rtr ii^ e  is  exploded. A  thread 
Is a lso  a ttach ed  to  tb e  w h eel o f tb e  b icycle , 
and  an  e le c tr ic  co n tact broken d ire ctly  the 
w h eel le a v e s  Its m ark. E a c h  o f  tbese 
e lectric  co n tacts  m akes a  m ark o n  a  sm oked 
cy lin d e r  in su ch  a  w a y  th at the tim e w hich  
elap sed  betw een the first a n d se co n d co n ta ct 
m a y  be m easured.

L

S O M E  s t a n d s  a t  t h e  G R A N D  N A T I O N A L .
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THE MOTORCAR MEETING.
EN TH U SIASTIC OATHERINQ AT 

CANNON S T R E E T  HOTEL.

(Full and Special Bepori.J 
TcESDAy, the loth day of December, io 

tbe year of Oui Lord, 1^ 5 is another date 
on which the histotfao of the hiture, wiil 
fasten when casting back for material to 
write up details of tbe " Birth, Rise, and 
Development of tbe Motorcar." Exactly 
eight weeks after the 15th of October, that 
momentous day when, at Tunbridge Wells, 
Sir David Solomons, stood sponsor for tbe 
Motorcar, at its first appearance in this 
country. Since that day. which ©y o u h o  
was one of the few papers to recognise the 
Importance of. Sir David bas been over­
whelmed with coirespoodence. and so eager 
were srientials, professional men, traders, and 
the pnblic at large for details, that a meeting 
was arranged to be beldat the Cannon Street 
Hotel, but tbe Great Pillar Room would have 
been a more fitting locale as the top room, 
large as it is,was crammed to its utmost, by one 
of the most representative crowds any "  new 
movement" has ever brought together. To 
give tbe names of those present would be to 
run tbrongh some of the best known firms 
and individuals in the electric, engineering, 
cycle, carriage, and other kindred industries 
likely to be affected by the coming develop­
ment, besides a crowd of others interested.

SIR DAVID SOLOMONS.

the acknowledgedleadeiof Motorcaring, was 
voted to the & air, and after Mr. Andrew 
Barr bad read the notice of the meeting, de­
livered a capital notice, in which be reviewed 
the whole situation, and in the course of 
wbich he stated, that so widespread was the 
interest throughout the country, that be had 
received thousands of letters, and had 
he been in a position to, 01 desirous of so 
doing, could have sold hundreds of Motor­
cars. He then went on to state tbe object 
of the present was to found a society to 
watch over aod safeguard the interests of 
Motorcarists, form pleasure parties, hold 
meetings for discussions, lectures, and so 
forth: briefly the declared objects are:—

1.— To create a new industry.
2.—To confer benefits oa all classes nsing 

Motorcars.
3.—To push forward the movement gene­

rally.
4.— To protect manufacturers and users.
5.— To obtain an Act of Parliament.
Speaking on the latter point, the chair­

man urged that the Act must be.of the most 
liberal kind, giving freedom of t i ^ c  with no 
absurd restrictions, and protect all members.
It was generally the weuest who was singled 
out for attack, but with a powerful Associa- : 
tion, such as the one now being formed, at I 
their back, no one wonld be w e^. As soon ' 
as possible Che Association would he incor- 
OTrated, and the liability of each member ’ 
limited to £ 1. A good deal of history was , 
gone into, and statistics of the Cycle Trade 
touched on—the chairman'* moderate views 
being, that 25,000 persons (well within the 
mark) were M eetly or indirectly engaged 
therein, and that three times that number 
were d e e d in g  on them for support, while 
more still were employed In the Carriage 
Building Trades, but once Motorcars took ' 
their proper position, it wonld give an entirely , 
new employment to an even la^er number , 
than the combined trades. So fer back as 1 
1875, Sir David experimented with '

AN BLBCIRICAL TRICYCLE
(evidently an old wooden velocipede, as the 
modem tricycle did not make its appear­
ance till 1877.—E d. ©YCLiNt) After point­
ing ont the enormous benefit the general 
adoption of Motorcars would be to the Lon­
don streets, by making the lines of traffic 
shorter, and the thoroughfares cleaner, he 
thanked Mr. Andrew Barr foractingas Hon. 
Sec., and moved Che first resolution.

"  That it U desirable to form an Assoda- 
tion to be called the Self-Propelling Traffic

tsociaiion " , This was ssconded hy Mr. 
C. Macdona, M.P. (Rotherhithe), who 
)ught tbe matter before Parliament on 
tbe last day of the last Session and pro­

mised il his most hearty support in the 
next Session. He bad been to Paris on 
purpose lo investigate the matter and be found 
that nine large manufacturers were working 
day and night to meet the demand, yet in a 
great country like this, we. of all nations, 
were absolutely bound by our laws and un­
able to make any development. Hereferred 
to the Motorcar used by the Hon. Evelyn 
Ellis (who was present) and aronsed en­
thusiasm by declt^ng "  the law put as last 
after all other nations, but we must no 
longer be left In the cold "

The next speakers were Washington 
Irvine (as well as we conld catch the name) 
aad W. Symington (descendant of the 
famous Scottish engineer), who bad come 
all the way from Ayr.

Next came Mr. Van P r^ h, one of the 
smartest of young City solicitors who gave 
the " Pall Mall Gazette " a big advertise- 
mant by reading a long extract from that 
organ, and concluded with experiences of a 
Motorcarist he had met in the Alps Maritine.

H. Hewftt Griffin then "took theffoor" 
and gave voice to the views recently set out 
in "Cycling ’’—We now stood on the thres­
hold of

t h e  g r b a t b s t  r b v o l u t io n

the history of locomotion had ever known 
— but the door was locked and we looked to 
Parliament to throw it open, bnt when that 
was done we must be careful how we enter 
the promised land. Annual licences must 
be inristed on and not granted till the 
Motorcar was certified to be safe in every 
way. In the absence of some such saf^uard 
accidents wonld be sure to happen, and a 
disaster at the outset would seriously check 
the movement, and imperil its ultimate suc­
cess. He then referr&l to the importance 
the new form of locomotion would have on 
agriculture, of which it would prove the 
saviour. At present, we paid away millions 
of money to foreign farmers for eggs and 
butter, the greater part of which might re­
main in this country if connty councils 
instituted systematic collections and distri­
butions of tbe produce of small fanners and 
cottagers in the more remote districts, 
bringing them to large towns or railways. 
In the latter case the Motorcars wonld prove 
feeders of a new branch of traffic to the 
railways, instead of taking away from them. 
This evidently caught the fancy of the 
meeting, and a reference to a remarkable 
development in electricity, by which heavy 
accumulators and second^ batteries are 
practically done away with, shortly to be 
made public, caused not a little exmtement. 
He also referred to the Cycle Trade, as the 
ones who must be looked to for impiwe- 
ment of the Motorcars. Tbe modem safety 
was the most perfect vehicle ever con. 
Mntcted, and it was a singnlai and welcome 
fact chat tbe designer of the first safety

bicycle —  afterwards improved and made 
popular by J. K Starley-was not only 
present, but taking a leading part in per- 
tecling and promoting Motorcars— H. J, 
Lawson.

Mr. Phillips, president of the Institute 
of Carriage Builders, followed, and did 
not seem pleased at the way in 
which the previous speaker had compared 
the progressive character of cycle construc­
tion with the conservative policy of his own 
trade, and that wiib engineers working oui 
motors, acd carriage builders the bodies, a 
perfect vehicle would be produced. With 
reference to tbe Improvements made in tyres 
and springs during tbe last 30 or 40 years, 
and that light railways where not wanted 
when Motorcars became possible— be clos^ 
with the remark that " The Carriage Trade 
will do their part."

H. J. Lawson, of safety bicycle fame, 
made the most’ amusing speech of the meet­
ing— One of the speakers bad said, " L ^ s  
were made to walk with," he (Laws5n) de­
clared "  Legs were made for the safety bi 
cycle ” He had experimenttd with oil 
motors IS years before, and as to danger, it 
was nothing compared to the excitement of 
riding in a hansom cab. He and a syndi­
cate had lately taken a run through France 
andGermany.and bad spent abont £100,000 
buying up various foreign and American pa­
tents which gave them apractical monopoly 
in all the chief patents relating to Motor­
cars. Mr. Knight, who was recently fined 
for using an oil Motorcar on tbe road, related 
bis exp^ence, and was trains! Government 
inspection. He instanced the case of a 
Colonial buyer who came to England fo 
make a large purchase of Motorcars, bnt 
had to place his order abroad.
THE MOST AMUSING EFtSODE OP THB MEET­

ING
came from T. H. Brigg—author of a re­
markable and interesting work on horse- 
haulages—who spoke as a friend of the 
horse which we had had for 6,000 years— 
the finest living engine in the world—he 
went on to speak of the •' horizontal thrust of 
a horse's leg," when he was shouted down, 
called to order, and subsided. Waller 
Arnold commenced a speech with, " I  re­
present to day "— everyone thonght it was 
another paper advertisement—but after a 
pause he added •' the farmers of Kent," he 
was in favour of bc^ie cars, engines, &c . in 
fact a road railway, and went on into tbe

Erice of plums coming out at a penny a 
ushel, after paying freightage aod other 

expenses.
One of the most interesting speakers was 

Walter Hancock, nephew and pnpU of W. 
Hancock, who designed and bufit the won­

derfully snccessful road-motor or engine in 
1832 (recently described in © y c l i h o ) ,  aod 
was la te ly  i n s t r u m e D t a l  in getting the Par­
liamentary report issued in tbat year.

Real business then commenced, and Col. 
MarlindEde pr^iosed, and Mr. Van Pragh 
seconded, that Sir David Solomons be elected 
President,—carried by acclaim.

Some discussion followed regarding details. 
Lord Winchelsea, Sir Fred. Bramwell, Alex. 
Siemens, and Jno. Phillips, were tiected 
V.P.'s, and the Council, in part elected, as 
follows: Hon. Evelyn Ellis, Sir A. K.RolUtt, 
Sir W. Wood. Professor C. V. Boyes, H. J. 
Lawson, E.R. Shipton.—  Jacobs,— Marshall, 
Geo. Stevenson, S. Tange, Sir Ben. Richard­
son, —  Cross, M. D. Rncker, —  MacNansbt, 
—  Knight.

An enthusiastic vote of thanks closed the 
pr.Kxedinga.
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SU N D A Y  CYCLIN Q.

H ERE is beauty 
aod goodaess in 
all religions or 
creeds. It is only 

when thebigotryand 
intoleranceof narrow 
minds intervene, tbat 

’ the cruel results of 
ignoraoceand stupid­
ity ensue. Such were 
tny reflections on 
opening an old com­
monplace book the 
other day, and re­
reading a sharp and 
short jo u rn a lis tic  
controversy in which 
I took part in the 
seventies concerning 
Sunday cycling. Tbe 

notoriety seeking leader of the local branch 
of a numerically unimportant sect, wrote to 
the daily papers, deploring the gradual 
secularisation of the Sunday, more especi­
ally by sabbath-breaking cyclists, and called 
upon the powers to prohibit cycling on that 
day. I  replied, and also deplored any 
secularisation of the Sabbath, and suggested 
that the powers shonld not only prohibit 
cyclmg, tmt also put a veto on the park and 
country watts that tbe pedestrian church 
and chapel goers indulge in after their de­
votions. Tbe editor closed the correspond­
ence at once with the pithy comment that 
he would not allow any straw splitting on 
the subject, and that while cyclists did not 
transgress the law or violate good taste, 
there should be less objection to their method 
of prc^ression on Sundays as it entailed less 
labour than walking In search of the 
beauties of Nature lavished by an all- 
bounteous power.

SPHINGFIBLD CO's. FISST SHOW.

Reviewing the matter at this latter date 
for myseli, I do not wonder that so many 
cyclists, sick of the multiplicity of creeds, 
their ramifications and want of unity of 
thought, after the week's pent-up toil, 
should each Sabbath apply to himself the 
words of the venerable brother of the late 
Laureate.
" In that high Temple which T h y s e l f  did 

frame.
And dost inhabit, I will look fcr T h e e  ; 

Whose roof is night, whose lamps are 
worlds of flame,

Whose mighty bases are the e .rth and 
sea.

Thineorisons—the world->'13e voice that fills 
The morning air; the clouds thy censers be: 

Thine altars the unexticguishable hills;
Thy music is the thunder and the sea " 
The point, however, I should like to drive 

home regarding Sunday cycling is the 
remark of that editor, “ the violaiim of 
good taste," if caught, “ transgression of 
the law," ensures its Own punishment. 
Every person is entitled to his own opinions, 
but, at tbe same time, should respect those 
of others, and therefore, a decent quiet, and 
steady demeanour, an absence of scorching 
should characterise al! Sunday cycling, ana 
would eventually silence tbe objections that 
are still raised by those piously inclined.

C.L.S.

wgsTWOQD C O  S DISPLAV OF PARTS AND FITTINGS.

T b e  W e stw o o d  P n e u m a tic  T y re .
T h e  Westwood tyre which, owing to 

some oversight was accorded such a meagre 
description in our last issue, has formed oce 
of the attractisns of tbe National Show. It 
is one of the very few new tyres that are 
realty good, and, we may say, after a care­
ful examination, that it would be imprssible 
to find a flaw either in its scheme of attach­
ment to the rim, or in its consiructios and 
workmanship. As mentioned in our last 
issue, the Westwood, though It has wires in 
its outer edges, is drawn closer to the 
rim by the act of inflation, instead of 
tending to blow oS. Thia end is obtained 
by means of the arrangement of the strands 
of the fabric which, nndei stress of inflation, 
contract the wires til! tbey bed firmly on 
the rim. On deflation, the teges of the tyre 
become elongated and detachment is 
effected wilh remarkable ease. Almost 
any section of rim may be used, and the 
cover is made both with and without a non- 
slipper. 'The finish and smart appearance 
are, themselves, selUog points, and we were 
not surprised to see Messrs. J. H. Price and 
J, H. Reece besieged by iuquiries through­
out the exhibition, th e  Westwood tyre 
was seen oc many of the best machines in 
the building.
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C O N D U C T E D  B Y  

E . D M U N D  D A N Q E R F I E L D
«<D W A L T E R  G R O V E S ,

A ss isT iD  BY G . H .  S M I T H .  

A d ven ittm tn l M anager : 

E R N E S T  P E R M A N . 
ProprU ton :

T E M P L E  P R E S S  L IM IT E D .

S o it  D irechr :
E d h u n d  D a m o s b f i k l d .

F O R E I G N  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S :
UuiTSD S t a t e s ......................... r h i  Btarings.

.................................... L t  Vtloa-SpoH .
Moti-AKO .................................... D tK a m p io tn .
D S M H A ItK
B k l g i o u

... Cyclen.
:r .^ ' R«v. V4I. Bslg

m DITORIAL 
" T o p i c s -

A s usual, we have to thank many 
readers who have written us eulogistic 
letters concerning our Four Special 
Show Numbers. They have poured into 
our letler-bos from all corners of the 
kingdom, these cheering little missives, 
and many of them emanate from the 
pens o f lady readers, to whom the 
Editor particularly tenders his thanks 
for their kind expressions o f opinion, 
both as regards the Show Numbers, and 
the views he has expressed on the sub­
ject of women racers. T h e little article 
we wrote, a fortnight ago, teems to 
have touched a chord in the hearts of 
many readers of both sexes. One en­
thusiastic lady reader writes as follows ; 
— I niust add my word of praise to the 
unanimous opinion regarding your Show 
Numbers. T h ey are really splendid, 
and the Supplements specially fine. 
gYcuNG is easily first among cycling 
papers. I  like its tone so much, too, in 
reference to women racers.”  Another 
says, “  I was delighted to read your 
remarks regarding the recent ladies’ 
races at the Aquanum, also upon the 
subject of Rational Dress, both of which 
I entirely agree with.” W e might goon 
to quote scores of similar extracts from 
the rapidly-increasing pile of letters 
which we have received, but we have 
already written enough to show that we 
are not presumptuous in feeling assured 
that onr efforts to please our readers 
have met with success.

In the guerilla warfare lhat has been 
waged for many a long day In the 
pA8t— and, likely enough, will continue 
for many a long day to com e-betw een 
the opposing forces of the N.C.U. and 
the Cycle Trade, there has entered of 
late a spirit of, aad tendency to, vitu. 
peratioa, which seems to us to be as 
profitless as unnecessary. If the Cycle 
Trade, or members of it, do anything 
that the N.C. U. disapprove, that bcxiy 
are not only within their rights, but are 
also_ doing their bounden duty, In re­
sorting to every reasonable strategy to 
put an end fo the state of things which 
they consider undesirable; but we do 
not think that vituperation of those who 
chance to be in the opposition, or who 
have tbe audacity to think differently, 
is either a reasonable, nor, in the long 
run, a wise strategy.

When one gentleman gets up at a 
public meeting, and calls other gentle­
men, present and absent, "  liars," 
“  suborners,” “  seducers,”  and other 
fancy titles, which is regularly done, 
excuses, perhaps, may be made for the 
heat of debate; but, neveilheless, the 
sober nett result of it all remains, that, 
after such a speech, everybody Is fur­
ther off a happy solution and settlement 
of the diffiemty nnder discussion than 
ever, and parties who might be useful 
supporters to the fpeaker and his side 
are made lukewarm by the language 
employed against men tbey had learned 
to respect; or fear, perhaps, for business 
reasons, to Identify themselves with a 
party that has sach uacorapromisiog 
speakers.

N or Is such language really fair, al­
though, looking at it purely from the 
N .C.U . standpoint, it may to some 
appear so. Those blessed with a judicial 
mind will look at both sides of the ques­
tion, _ and will arrive at less partial 
decisions, aod be less vehement io their 
denunciations. Such wiil admit on the 
one hand, that if  indeed pure amateurism 
ia ever to become a reality amongst 
cycle raciog men, the practice of the 
Trade of paying retaining fees, and 
giving bonuses for wins, to others 
open professionals, must be attacked. 
But, on the olher hand, they will admit 
that men do not go into the Cycle Trade, 
expend money, brains, and time, to build 
up large mnd prosperous businesses, for 
the purpose oi pleasing the N .C.U ., but 
for the more sordid design o f making 
money, both for themselves, and their 
shareholders; and if  the times and 
circumstances point to the wisdom of 
securing the services of racing men, by 
a  small or large outlay of money, as the 
case may be, for the purpose of best 
advertising what they have to sell, and 
thus securing more profit to themselves 
and their shareholders, surely it Is not 
so very heinous i f  they do so. W e must 
confess that we are sufficiently impreg­
nated with the commercial spirit of the 
age, to consider, th a t fr o m  their p o in t »f 
view, it may not only appear a venial 
offence, but actually a commendable act

of duty to the proprietary, and business 
cufeness. However this may be, we 
trust that debates at Union meetings, 
will not, as tbere seems a danger of their 
doing, degenerate into a mere tirade of 
vituperation of the lowest order.

T h *  P o l y .  C o n c e r t .

T he Polytectnic C.C. held a grand even­
ing concert at Queen's Hall, Langham 
Place, on Saturday evening last. A capital 
programme was excellently carried ont. and 
amo^st the artists wete A. T. Mole 
(violinist), and ]. N. Still, two popular Poly, 
performers. Other delightful singers were 
Miss E. Paltlser, Mme. Lee, Mr. Lloyd 
Chandos, Mr. Will Edwards, etc. Daring 
the eniertaimnent Sir Owen Roberts pre­
sented a large number of medals and prizes to 
winning members of the club. The affair 
was most admirably engiceeied by that 
popular Polyite, F, W. Chapman, and 
C. G. Vallencey's watchful eye was over all.

OUR CHRISTMASSY NUMBER.

Ou* next issue w ill be crowded with 
stories, v.rses, and iilustrations o f a 
“  Christmas^ ’’ i karacier, and amongst 
olher attractions, will be the following ;—

A F T E R  M A N Y  Y E A R S .
B y  L.A.M.P,

Illustrated b y  T. M. R. W h i t w e l l ,

N O B S  F O R  A  N I G H T .  
A  Tale of a Christmas Tour, founded 

on fact.
Illustrated by J. A. W a l t o n .

T H E  T R I C K  R I D E R S  T O P  
T R I C K .

B y  R a y m o n d  R a i f b . 

Illustrated b y  P e r c y  K e m p .

T H E  N O R T H E R N E R 'S  
C H R I S T M A S  S T O R Y .

S A N T A  C L A U S  O N  W H E E L S .  
By W. C. B i r t - W h i t w e l l .  

A  W O M A N  A N D  A  W H E E L .
B y  S y b i l  B e r n s t e i n .

Illustrated by T-  M. R. W h i t w e l l .

A N  E X C I T I N G  C H A S E .  
Drawn by Toit Bkowne.

And many illustralioMS by George Moore, 
Percy Kemp, J ,  A . Walton,TomBrowne, 
S p C ;  & -C . I t  w ill be a grand and at­
tractive issue, and will be p ublished  cn 

M O N D A Y , D E C E M B E R  23rd.
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HUM BERS A T  TH E  AQUARIUM .

D u r i n g  the past week Humber & Co. 
have been running a cycle show of their 
own, in the gallery of the Ko^al Aquarium, 
where three stands were fi'.li’d up at very 
short notice, after the decision of the 
National Show Committee net to admit 
Humbers to the Pa'ace On Monday the 
Press were invited to inspect the Humber 
exhibits, wbich bad, by then, been brought 
from the Palace and arranged on the three 
well-lighted stands. We found that the 
firm are fitting to all their Beeston and 
Wolverhampton '96 machines, a new de­
tachable chain wheel, which Das a cap like 
centre, on to which the cbain wheel proper 
is screwed and bolted. Tbe bottom bracket 
bail race runs right up into this cap, and 
tbe balls are therefore right in line with the 
chain pull. It looks very strong and neat. 
The new bottom stays retain the round sec­
tion tubes, but are cranked, or knuckle- 
jointed on the chain side, and straight on 
the other. A new bead lock, very light and 
neat, which eSeclually secures the machine 
against being ridden away by an unautho­
rised party, and is, at the same time, free 
from ail danger to tbe owner, seeing that tbe 
locking part is removed when not in use, is 
another good novelty,

NEARLY EVERY DESIGN OF MACHINE

made by Humber & Co. was to be found on 
one of the three stands. There was a very 
handsome-looking full roadster, built for tbe 
Duke of Fife, acd enamelled in his livery 
colours, dark green and gold. With Carter 
gear case, Westwood rims, and Dunlop 
roadster tyres, not to mention brake and 
metal mudguards, this grand mount, fit in­
deed for a Duke, weighed only 33 lbs. A

handsome light roadster shown weighed
lbs., and a special road racer 2 tbs. 

lighter. Both these lasts bave a sl-in. 
tread, which allows of a gear case, ana are 
of the usual Humber pattern frame, with 
the alteration in the bottom compression 
stays already alluded to. A grand little 
path racer for lasp Eden, h ^  a 4A-in. 
tread, and weighed only ig j lbs., with two 
28 in. wbee's. In ladies' smeties there was 
a big show, made for such good people as 
Lady Harris, Duchess of Bedford, Lady 
Clifford, Lady Elphinslone, Countess oi 
Denbigh, &c., &c.

THE NEW HUMBER LADV'S FRAME

had a curved upper tube, running from tbe 
top of the head to a few inches above the 
bracket, and lapped half-way to the straight 
lower tube. It makes a very strong and 
graceful frame, with ample dress clearance. 
Witb gear-case, brake, and guards, all on, 
this machine weighs 27 lbs., or with alumi­
nium gear-case, which weighs 9 ozs. only, 
26 lbs. The ’94 models, two straight tubes 
and a single curved tube, are also retained, 
and were shown. In multicycles there was 
a large and very varied show. The triplet 
betrayed no new features, Humber & Co. 
evidently thinking it wise to let alone the 
machine that has accomplished the fastest 
mile ever timed on an English path. A 
speedy thing ia tandems was shown, built to 
the order of Mr. C. A. Smith, which has an 
extra stay running from the front saddle 
pillar to tbe rear bottom bracket. It has 
also a new handlebar adjustment for the 
rear rider, allowing of four distinct positions. 
Model I ,  of the Humber open-fronted tan­
dems, has been much improved in design, 
tbe front wheel being sow increased ic size 
to 22 ins. This machine has a chain and rod 
steering, worked from the rear only.

THE OPEN.FRONTED TANDEM,
known as "N o. 17," has an immensely 
strong frame. It has two parallel tubes,, 
one running from some 3 in. below the 
brackets, and bung on tube extensions, these 
extending the full length of the machine, 
right back to the back fork ends, and the 
other doing the same duty some 2-in. above 
the brackets. On the machine shown, 
built for Lord St. Vincent, there was a de­
tachable back top tube, and it could be 
ridden by two ladies attired in skirts. Some 
good things in tricycles were shown, one 
being built for the three-wheel champion, 
Gattoouse. As for

THE FINISH AND WORK 
in all tbe machines, it was Humber's, and 
what more can we say. The by no means 
dry work of machine inspecting, was followed 
by a champagne lunch, given to the Press 
by Hnmher & Co., at which Mr. A. R, 
Marten took the chair, and Messrs. M. D. 
Rucker and J. T. Allbut, the vice-chairs. 
Amongst the company, we noticed Messrs. 
Walter Phillips, Frank Shorland, C. W, 
Nairn, E J. O'ReHiy. T. A. Edge, Mont- 
gardino, W. S. Holding, Sisley, and G. H. 
Smith (©YcuNQ). Toasts were almost 
barred, and speeches few. Mr. Marten very 
cordially greeted the Press on behalf of 
Humber & Co., and Mr. Rucker partly 
explained why Humber & Co. were at the 
Aquarium instead of the National Show, 
and led us to suppose that we should all 
hear more of the matter later.

M a n y  a  m a n  w h o  w o u ld  f e a r l e s s l y  f a c e  t h e  
r o a r  o f  m u s k e t r y  a n d  t h e  r a t t l e  o f  b u l l e t s  
f e e l s  h i s  h e a r t  q u a k e  w i t h i n  h im  as b e  
m is s e s  b y  a m e r e  s h a d e ,  t h e  r e m a i n s  of a 
f e s t i v e  g i n g e r - b e e r  b o t t l e  o n  t h e  r o a d .

HUMBER'S GRAND^DISPLAY AT THB AQUARIUM.
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SOME STANDS AT TH E  PALACE.
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M o n d a y  next!
Our Christmassy Number.
D o n 't  fa il to  g e t i t  on a n y  account.
N e w c a s t l e  c lu b s h ave lo n g  lives.
T he Council meet at Hull this Saturday, 

December 21st
L o n d o n  approves of James Blair's Three 

Class Scheme.
Don't forget that our next issue will be 

published on Monday.
D o n ’t  fail to get our next issue. It w ill 

be a ■' Christmassy" number.
H. H. G r i f f i s  has b een  appointed an 

ofEcial timekeeper to tbe N.C.U.
C. E . B r in k , the South African racing 

man, has been in the hospital lately seriously 
ill.

T he Ostend Velodrome intends organis­
ing next year a World's Championship for 
ladies.

"  C y c l e d o m  " had a s h o w  at the Aqua­
rium, where their Stanley exhibits made a 
reappearance.

"  B o d n c b  " is an excellent quality in a 
tyre : but, when its rider contracts it, it is 
apt to be tire-some.

H o r s t , th e  trick-rider, uses Hutson's 
home-trmner, and, in a letter we bave seen, 
speaks h^bly of it.

£6,000 in six months U stated to be the 
amount of prize money put up in Australia 
for cash cycling events.

T he next Sheffield Charity Sports will 
take place on June 29th. Mr. T. Woodworth 
has been appointed boo. sec.

Tee  American machines at the National 
were much more in accord with English 
ideas than those at tbe Stanley

T he meet, races, and canra at Scar­
borough, resulted in a loss of £160, accord­
ing tothe balance-sheet just issued

S e e in g  tb at so m an y c y c lis ts  are oc p lea ­
su re  bent n o w ad ays, it  is  b u t sm all w onder 
som e o f th em  becom e w arp ed  in  tb e  opera­
tio n  !

The Catford Monthly Record " moves 
a step upward with every issue. The club 
holds its grand Twelfth Night concert in the 
King's Hall.

One mile straightaway flying start has 
been ridden in 1-25, and one mile standing 
start tn 1-40 in America on Morgan and 
Wright's tyres.

A  NEW branch of the S.C.U. bas been In- 
auguraled for the benefit of Dumfries and 
Galloway cyclists. It is to be known as the 
Southern District.

I n sp ite  o f her num erous a n d  severe

Silts, Grace had no trouble with either her 
amage safety, or Dunlop tyres, when 

racing at the Aquarium.
E d in b u r g h  Corporation are shortly to 

bring a Further Powers Bill before Parlia­
ment. Cyclists are among those regarding 
whom the further powers are required.

A  " S I X T Y -F I V E  f o o t "  loDg petition has 
just s u c c e e d  in obtuning a reduction in 
the toll on cycles going across Brooklyn 
Bridge, in New York, to one cent, (}d,)

P a t e n t  medicine and cosmetic drelers in 
America are now reported to be meeting 
with a decline in trade, owing to "the in­
creased popularity of cycliog among ladies."

M a r s h a l l  W e l l s , the Canadian cham- 
pi >n, has married.

T he great Austral race has been won by 
Christs, on a Jamas.

M . L e o n  B o u r g e o is , the Prime Minister 
of France at the time of writing, is a 
cyclist.

The going last Sunday bad a real Winter 
deadness a^ ut it, and brave hearts were 
rare birds.

The bicycle may effect a greater revolu­
tion in Russia than the wildest Nihilist ever 
dreamt of

T he C.T.C. is seriously considering the 
question of having a club room for its mem­
bers in London.

If the speeches at the North Road'dinoer 
meant anything, the classic road events will 
again be flourishing in '96.

The East Yorks and North Lines Centre 
have invited the visiting councillors to a 
high tea, at Hull, this Saturday evening.

T here is a  probability of Banker racing 
in his own land, America, next season, and 
Protin leaving Paris for the same hunting- 
gronnd.

S h e f f ie l d  has had a six-days’ womui's 
race during last week: but it has not taken 
on very much, although it was advertised 
very freely.

The Marquis of Londonderry bas sub 
scribed a guinea to tbe Roadmenders’ 
Fund started by the " Newcastle Daily 
Chronicle."

T he legend "  Sold," attached to some of 
tbe machines at the Palace on Saturday 
night, was capable of more than one 
interpretation.

Mr. S id  C larke has been elected vice- 
captain of the Newcastle C.C. for the 
thirteenth year. This must be very near a 
record in club life.

T he recent dinner of the East Dulwich 
found F. P. O'Connor still the truly hard­
working hon. sec., a post he has filled since 
the start, 12 years ago.

J. L e n n o x -now councillor— the old end- 
to-end warrior, continues to take a keen 
Interest in the cycling affairs of bis district. 
He is on theBoardof the Company formed to 
supply Dumfries with a track, and is also 
lending a band in forming a local Centre of 
the SC.U .

A m o n g  other resignations from S.C.U. 
officialdom at the next A.G.M will he that 
of the president, A, Kettles R Robinson, 
chairman cf the Western District Council, 
is spoken of as his successor.

A n unfortunate American cyclist has been 
touting hard for six weeks, under the impres­
sion that he was being pursued by tbe police. 
He was found in a Nashville hospital, quite 
out of his mind, and brought home.

The members of the Holborn C.C. held 
their second Cinderella of the season at the 
" Freemasons’ Tavern,” on Monday evening. 
There was a large muster, under the 
guidance of Messrs. Harbert and Stem- 
son, M.C.'s.

C l u b  hon. secs, in search of a clever and 
amusing entertainer should keep a note of 
the address of I. H. Dudley, an old North 
Roader, who will be glad of engagements. 
He is to be foond at 320. Upper Street. 
Islington N.

Some comparative statistics.
At the Stanley Show, 1,099 fioished 

machines were exhibited, filteid with pneu­
matic tyres, and 24 wilh solids andcushlons. 
At the National, up to Tuesday, 2,381 ma­
chines with pneumatics were staged, and 2t 
with solids and cushions. A few machines 
came into the Palace, after the alxjve count, 
but taking the figures as they stand, they 
show a majority 011,479 machines, in favour 
of the National.

Mr. Justice Day on "  Acorchers.”
A t  Warwick Mr. Justice Day had before 

him a case of manslaughter, in which a 
cyclist was charged with colliding and 
killing a woman, and giving a false address. 
The prosecution, however, considering the 
affair an accident, did not offer any eviifence, 
and the case fell through The Judge, in 
assenting to this conrse, remarked that in 
many cases bicyclists thonght they could 
ring a bell and then run over people with 
impunity; they had no such right, and 
ought always to have tbeir macbines in 
perfect control. If  ever hehad a bicyclist 
brought np before him for riding in a grossly 
careless manner, and causing the death of 
anyone, he should give him a sentence 
which wonld make the whole fraternity 
careful ic  tbe future.

AT THE NATIONAL.
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A  smmrt depot,
A VERY smart new London cycle depot 

Las been opened at 26, Shaftesbury Avenue, 
W . by the Cycle Supply Association. 
Triumphs, Townends. and Sparkbrooks, are 
stocked, and there is a separate show-room 
for the ladies' machines.

T h e  la d y  ch ep eron e.

T hb lady chaperone for lady cyclists, 
whom we made mention of in connection wTth 
the opening of Goy’s new tiding-scbool at 
Paddington Baths, is Miss Cave, 35. Bryan- 
stou Street, Portman Square, 'W. She is a 
thoroughly accomplished cyclist, speaks 
French and Genian, and her terms are 
Gve shillings an hour, or by arrangement

M id d lesex  C o u n ty  S p o rts  C lu b , Ltd ,

C o p i e s  o f  the rules of this clnb, and ap- 
pUcation forms, can now be obtained from 
the hon, sec, anid treasurer, A, J, 'Wilson, 8. 
Theobald’s Road, W,C. The committee of 
the club consists of a distiognished list of 
well-known names, each belonging to tried, 
h r^  workers, and men of experience in 
eyeing and sporting matters, and there is 
every prospect of this, the new ground clnb 
of WoM Green track, taking an exception­
ally prominent position amongst its contem­
poraries, during season 1S96, and following 
years.

T h e  N ,R . DiBUer.
At Frascati's last Thursday, the North 

Road Clnb beld their eleventh aanual 
dinner, Mr. T, G. King, president, being in 
the chair, and Messrs, F. W. Shoriand.
F. T, Bidlake, A, J. Begbie, A, J, Wilson, 
and E, P. Moorhonse, in the vic;-chairs. 
The company present f^rly well fiiled the 
large room, and amongst the visitors and 
prominent members of the club, we noticed 
Syd. Begtse, W, M. Crosbie, A- A  Chase, 
J, Rickard, Jimmie James, M. A, Holbein, 
A, W, Gamage, C A. Smith, the Brothers 
lisley, Ludovici and Teed of the Stanley, 
“ Col." North. Macrae, P. and E. Rivers- 
Smith, Mason, R. H. Carlisle, ). F. K. 
Clark, Frost, Ward, Glynn, E. J. O'Reilly,
G. H. Smith (GYCLiNcj. In proposing the 
toast of the evening, “ The North Road,
C.C.," the chairman spc^e in regretful 
tones of the past days of road racing, and 
of the present days of long-distance path 
racing, with all its artificial show. Hon. 
S e c , P. Rivers-Smith, in his reply, pointed 
out that the N.R.hadnotaltogetW deserted 
the road, and reminded the company, amidst 
cheers, of the 1895 road performances of 
their members, Holbein, Bii^ake, and Chase. 
He thought the N.R might get back to the 
road eventually, and said the present mem­
bership of the club was 160 F- O. Cooke, 
racing hon. sec., also replied. F. O. Cooke 
proposed " The'Visitors," Messrs. F.G. Teed, 
Stanley, and H. North, Bath Road, replying. 
The latter, in a thoroughly sporting and cha­
racteristic speech, also hinted that Che Bath 
Road would renew their road races, or “ road 
excursions,” as he called them, in 1896. 
The toast o f‘‘ TheChair" was in the handsof
F. T. Bidlake. An important feature of the 
evening's programme was the prize distri- 
bution, the principal recipients being:— 
R. H. Carlisle, who received a warm greeting 
on taking the N.R. 24-hours gold cup;
J. P. K. Clark, F. D. Frost, F. R. Goodwin, 
all three Ilsleys, King, Jua ; Prevost.Ward, 
and Bidlake. The musical entertainment 
provided was quite up to the average of 
such functions, and the N R men appeared 
to enjoy themselves, in their usual quiet 
and dkmrous style.

A  5o u th  A frica n  record.

T he South African 50 miles road record 
has once more been broken, this time by E. 
B'ddington, whose time on a Raleigh ma­
chine was 2 hrs. 44 mins. 37 secs.

w h o  iM t,* ’ 4kc,
A gCAiNT tale comes from Cobham, of 

which Jimmy James is the hero, or villain 
of the piece. He and Bob IlsIey were tan­
dem testing. lisley being at the helm. 
James, probably & e better to smile un­
interruptedly one of bis classic smiles, put 
his feet on the frame and folded his arms, 
what time the unsuspecting Bob plugged 
gamely away in front. But fate revenged 
him for an inequality of the road, or some­
thing, caused James to lose his b^ance, and 
he took a clean back somersault off the 
machine, in a style that a circus clown 
might envy.

A  W A R N I H O  T O  U I T L B  B O Y S  W H O  S U R R E P -  

T I T I O C S L Y  B O R R O W  T H B I R  B R O T H E R 'S  

BICTCl.SS.

Z i B ’s  d efeater.

I- W. P a r s o m s ,  who beat Zimmerman in 
his first race in Australia, is 19} years old, 
and anaiiveof Botany, but has been settled 
in Victoria for six years. He has been a 
cyclist three years, and this season has won 
six out of eight races, and second in the 
seventh Zimmerman has dedared Parsons 
to be a splendid rider, and the beating he 
gave him all the more meritorions as the 
Australian did most of the pacing.

T b e ir  o c c u p a tlo a  gon e.

U n d e r  this heading, in onr issne of 
December 14th, we published a paragraph 
asking, what would become of all the multi­
cycles at present existing, or being built for 
pacing purposes, including the quad, built 
for theUniversily gentleman byPoole&Co.. 
if  the proposed triplet and qnai. bar padng 
rules were passed at Hull this Saturday ? 
Messrs. Poole & Co. appear to think that 
the paragraph referred solely to them, and 
that it implied that if  the demand for quads, 
ceased, Poole ft Co. would, of necessity, do 
likewise. Needless to say, nothing of the 
sort was intended, as we well know that 
Pocle ft Co. make a'very good tandem, not 
to mention singles. B ^ des, it is a matter 
of almost common knowledge that other 
firms make quads. gr

H ie  tu r n  of th e  tide.
"  We  have now reached practically the 

lowest depths of early lighting," is the 
epigrammatical way in which a writer 
draws attention to the encouraging fact that 
the tide has turned in the matter of short 
evenings, and slowly but surely we are now 
creeping to that longed-for period, when a 
daylight evening spin is once again a possi­
bility,

FUDDy BSD  I
A s t u d e n t  of Darwin, remarking on the 

almost universal adoption of the wheel, and 
the attitude assumed by many of its devotees, 
suggests that many generations hence, 
evolution may be responsible for great 
changes in the physiology of man. Amongst 
others,the eyeswill takeupanewposition at 
the ti^ of the forehead, whilst the growth 
of hair will be extended to the lower nape 
of the neck. Another candidate for lunacy 
hononrs!

T h e  c o a v e r s lr a  of M rs. Kendal,

M r s . K e n d a l , the eminent and much 
respected actress, has been credited, rightly 
or wrongly, with having said some very hard 
things of lady cyclists in her time ^  this 
as it may, the pleasant fact remains that she 
is now a cyclist herself, having learnt with 
Mr. Kendal, at the Rudge-Whitworth riding- 
school in Birmingham, during a recent 
professional visit to that city. Both Mr. and 
Mrs. Kendal, and several members of their 
talented company, bought Rudge-Whitworth 
machines from the Birmingham depot.

G ood fo r trad e .
T he manager of a West-End cycle depot 

informed us, the other day, that the officers 
of the Guards, stationed in London, were 
very good customers, because they played 
polo on their bicycles, and when they were 
damaged, which was not nnfrequent, they 
gave them to their servants, and bought 
new ones. One officer had had eleven this 
season. By-the-way. we have read some­
where that a game of polo on tricycles is all 
the rage in Paris, and is known as “ Tri­
polo." More trip than polo, we should 
imagine.

D isra e li en  c y c lla g .

M r , CoNiNGsav D i s r a e l i , M.P., who is 
himself a cyclist, was present at the annual 
dinner of the High Wycombe C.C., and, in 
the course of a speech he made, mentioned 
that from 10 to 12 Members of Parliament 
rode to the House on their bicycles. He 
was president, patron, or vice-president of 
over 30 (poling dobs, and said that one of 
the great impulses to the physical and moral 
welfere of our people had been the great 
growth of athletics amongst the pcxjrer 
classes of the conniry. He was in favour of 
a small cycle tax. payable to the Imperial 
Exchequer.

A  co n fereo ce  of ru le rs .
At the conference of ihe N.C.U.. Scottish 

C U., and Irish C A , held in London last 
week. Ihe following was the most Important 
decision arrived a t . "  The memWs of this 
conference advise that the SC .U ., I.C.A., 
and N.C.U. alone, be considered as i e  
governing bodies of the respective conntries, 
and decline to recognise any other bodies as 
governing cycling in those countries, and 
any rider competing under the rules, or so- 
called jurisdiction of any other body, should 
be ineligible to compete under the rules of 
the three above mentioned bodies." They 
also advised that a joint race metting for 
the three countries be held in Ireland next 
year, for an international team champioa- 
ship. _
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A Iftte exhibit.
A ltboush  too late in position to be noted 

in the regular lepoit, the exhibits at the 
Palace of E. Burt. High Street, Croydon, 
were too good to te  passed over in silence. 
He showed some good road racers, with both 
round, oval, and D. tubes, tbe pull of tbe 
chain coming well over tbe slays, and the 
weight In each case being 215 Ibs. A lady’s 
safety, with a taking frame, and two 2S in. 
wheels, weighed 255 Ibs.; and a road racing 
tandem, very closely built, lbs. Ma­
chines, fitted with Boudard gear, and some 
of Cowan Sc Co.'s oils, were also shown.

Manchester mod the A.B.C. scheme.
T he Manchester Centre meets on ■Wed­

nesday for the purpose of discussiog the 
agenda of tbe Hull council meeting, of 
which the most important item staads In 
the name of Mr. James Blair. What the 
decision of Manchester wili te  on the pro­
posed alterations, it is hard to say, but it 
does not follow that, because the Centre 
chose to lend its support to the radical 
move of Mr. Low, that the same decision 
will be arrived at again, 'as the fact still 
remains that thesupportersof the •' A.A.A." 
on the Centre, if in attendance, have sufficient 
weight to prevent the Centre pledging itself 
to a policy which means the destruction of 
cycle raciag in Lancashire.

Lord CadogsD ou Cycliug.
T he Viceroy of Ireland is a brilliant 

specimen of the thorongh sportsman. He 
is not only a good bcrseman, who rides 
straight after our fastest packs, and breeds 
the test class of racers, but he is au ardent 
cyclist. He received a deputation from the 
Irish Tourists Association a few days ago, 
composed of men some of whom like him­
self were belted earls and nobles of high 
degree. He told tbem some home truths 
about the importance of wheelmen in the land. 
The Lord Lieutenant pointed ont the import­
ance of inducing cycling tourists to visit Ire- 
laodandbis sensible remarks made a deep im­
pression on the noblemen and smaller gentry 
who waited upon him. Imbued by Lord 
Cadogan's ideas tte Irish Tourists Associa­
tion has asked tbe Irish Cyclists Association 
to help it in the task of inducing wheelmen 
to visit the green shores of Erin during the 
coming year. The I.C.A. has already 
helped along the movement in a marked 
manner: they bave secured an international 
team race for Ireland to te  decided during 
the Season which is now approatong.

Tbe Humber Dinner.
M e s s e s . Humber Sc C o . gave a dinner on 

Friday evening last, to the leading members 
of their staS, tbeir agents, and representa­
tives of the Press. Mr. Marten, chairman 
o f the Company, presided, and a thoroughly 
pleasant eveniog was enjoyed by the con­
vivial gathering. Mr. E. Leilch had o^an- 
ised a capi'al variety entertainment, which 
was much appreciate. Amongst those pre­
sent were Messrs. Marten, Rucker, and 
Baker (directors), Belcher, Shorland, Ede, 
Phillips. Leitch, Pellant, Albutt, F. J. J. 
Glynn, Withers (Goy &  Co.), Stockvis 
(Arnhem), &c. After the customary loyal 
toast, Mr. Marten proposed the toast, " Our 
Guestsand the Press," in a felicitous speech. 
Mr. Glynn responded, also Mr. Stanley 
(" Observer") for the general Press, and E. 
Dangerfield ( C v c l i n g ), for tbe Wheel Press. 
Mr. Withers gave the Humber Co., and 
Mr. Rucker suitably replied. The hestlth of 
the chairman, Mr. Marten, was tben toasted 
with enthusiasm, and the happy and suc­
cessful event was brought to a close. ’ pl'iS.S

J a c q u e lin  b etter.
Jacquelin, the Frecch rider, nearly 

recover^ from the effects of his terrible col­
lision with a cart while riding on the Paris 
Boulevards, and was out a few days ago for 
the first time.

Louvet a soldier.
L. Locvbi. the well-known French rider, 

who al one time was lookte upon ss a likely 
successor to Cassignard, has just left "c iv il” 
life, and contract^ a three-years' engage­
ment in the Army. This was brought about 
by bis failure on the path.

Loudon D cv o n ia u s ’  C.C.
The first eetural meeting of the above new 

club took place last Thursday evening, at 
the Southern headquarters, 60, Camberwell 
New Road. A large nurabw attended All 
the necessary rules were passed, and it was 
decided that the entrance fee be 2S. 6d., 
with an annual subscription of 5s , for active 
members, payable in advance.

‘ ‘ S m it h ’ '  a B on iface.

Evjrvbody who knows the genial C  A. 
Smith will be glad of the opportunity, 
sooner or later, of meeting him at his new 
quarters, "T he White Lion,” at Cobham, 
where he will, in all probability, te  found 
before Christmas. This capital hostelry in 
Smith's hands, should become one of tbe 
TOpular inns on the Ripley Road, and we 
doubt not but tbat it will

"Oasonet" as aScyclisL
‘‘ Dagonbt,” in last Sunday's " Referee," 

after pleasantly recounting his experiences 
at the annual dinner of the Pickwick B.C., 
concludes thus:— "  I am also a cyclist, and 
i am at present, in ihe privacy of Regent’s 
Park, practising marvellous feats on a brand 
new Osmond speda! roadster, with all the 
Osmond specialities, which is the admiration 
of all teholders, end f aave the encouraging 
assurance of Mr. Alfr; I Maltby, who taught 
me to ride, tbat, if I improve this year as 
much as I did last, so na of the record men 
will have to look to their laurels."

A c y c l la g  jourualist g o e s  mad.
I m m e n s e  sensation was created io Parisian 

cycling circles last week by the announce­
ment that Monsieur E. Mousset. one of the 
test-known French jonrnallsts and sports­
men, had teen taken seriously ill witb brain 
troubles. He had to te  removed to a special 
hospital, and is being treated there with the 
g ^ te s t  attention, there being yet a chance 
01 his recovering his reason. M. Mousset 
had worked a great deal, and, being of a very 
excitable and nervous nature, has, it is 
thought, overtaxed his brain powers. It is 
to be sincerely hoped he may soon re­
cover.

SPECIAL NOTICE.

I k cdtsequence o f  the Christmas H o li­
day’s, “ Cycling'' will be puhlislei on

M O N D A Y  N E X T ,

instead o f Wednesday as usual. A l l  
matter intended for insertion should reach 
us by first post c h  Thursday morning 
thisweek without fa il. The leading con­
tents o f  our next issue appear on our 
Editorial page. I t  teill be a grani 
Christmassy issue.

Not aullty.
W. S n o o k , the well-known English trainer 

resident in Paris, who was arrest^ some 
time ago, chaiged with being an accomplice 
in a robbery, has been set free, after having 
remained 82 days in prison. No p ro ^  
could te  found against him, and he was not 
even tried. Snook intends asking for heavy 
damages, through tbe British Embassy in 
Paris.

How South Yorkfi will veto.
T h e  South Yorkshire Centre held a full 

delegate meeting last Tuesday night, at tha 
Clarence Hotel, Mr. Cooper Pearson presid­
ing. The only business brought forward 
was the agenda for thenext Council meeting. 
It was decided to support tbe committee re 
pacing, but they would not have the A.B.&C. 
scheme at any price. Tho Councillors were 
left with a free hand re Mr. Mt^uire's pro­
position, but are to vote against that stand­
ing in the name of Mr. E. B. Turner.

Crackers.
T h o s e  who have youthful friends and re­

lations who at this festive season of the year 
look forward to some little gift, w i l l  do well 
to tear in mind the seasonable and always 
welcome crackers. Those supplied by Tom 
Smith are fa- away in advance of most other 
varieties, and by insisting upon having tbeir 
goods disappointment will te  avoided. 'The 
novelties which tbis firm bave introdnced in 
the shape of crackers for the adult com­
munity are worthy of more than passing 
notice. They will te  fonnd productive of 
much genuine fun and amusement, and con­
trast favourably with the rubbish one too 
often finds contained in crackers.

Tbe Betb Road Dinner.
T h i s  popular, fast-riding, and now most 

social of wheel clubs, held their tenth 
annual dinner, at tbe St. James's Hall 
Restaurant, on Friday last. Quite ninety 
sat down, under tbe presidency of tbat 
noble sportsman, the Marquis of Queens- 
terry, who has of late bten seen so often 
on the Ripley Koad. Messrs. the Honour­
able R. C. Devereux, C. A. Smith, and W. 
J. Harvey, filled the vice chairs, and were 
most enthusiastically received during the 
evening. After the toast of the Queen, the 
noble Marquis, in a most happy speech, 
gave the toast of the evening, viz., tbe
B.R.C., to which the Club" Colonel" re­
plied in a m;st exhaustive speech. ‘‘ The 
Visitors and the Press" toast was replied to 
by Messrs. Lacy Hiliier and Lockwood, 
and, in the absence of Mr. H. J. 
Swindley, who was diwn to respond 
for tbe scribblers, a funny incident took 
place, which provoked much merriment, his 
Fif»s.4riiflfrsteing referred to as the "mysteri­
ous and unknown on e": tbis, to the roost 
susceptible Hartung, was a bit too much. 
Next came Ihe presentation of prizes, which 
seemed a match between Fiost and Martin 
as to who should carry off the most—any 
way, they must at least have t^ cn  a dozen 
prizes and medals each. The Club cup, 
which was handed to Frost as his own 
properly, was. of course filled, and the 
winner carried and cheered ruund the ball. 
Tbe proposing of the worthy chair­
man's health was in th- hands of the 
popular W. J . Harvey who made a fine 
speech, referring to the noble marquis' 
doings in days gone by, and thanking him in 
the name of tbe Club for his most handsome 
gift to tbeir Club room at Ccbham of a new 
piano. E. M. Mayes represented "  Cy-
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TH E  SrM PSO N -O A M A Q E  CON.
T E ST .

M r . G a m a c .i  a s k s  a s  t o  g iv e  p u b lic i t y  to  
t h e  fo llo w in g  l e t t e r .—

■■Mr. Simpsrn has now declared, through 
the columns of • To-Day,’ that this contest 
is off; the reason given being, that I would 
not agree to a semi private meeting, which 
was a fresh regulation he sought to impose 
notwithstanding lhat all the details (except 
one) had been settled at our meeting.

So that the public should be rightly in­
formed on the point. I enclose you a copy of 
a letter signed by five ont of the seven 
gentlemen who were present at the meeting, 
which I shall be pleased if you will kindly 
insert.

Id conclusion, I  cannot help thinking that 
Mr Simpson could not have been sincere in 
his wish that the contest should come off, 
or he certainly would not have split upon 
m c h n  small point U> him, but uenat one to the 

f n i l i c .

The obstructive tactics he has pursued 
are quite in keeping with the bombastic way 
tbe Company has been boomed. "

Copy OF L g i r B R  TO t h e  E d i t o r  op  
•' T o - D a y . "

December 5th, 1895.
Re T h e  S im p s o n  C h a i n  C h a l l e n g e .

S ir, - O ur aitention having been called to 
certain paragraphs in "To-Day,” of the 
yth mst., with reference to the above-men­
tioned challenge, and the question of the 
suggested race being decided at a ground, 
to which admission was to be free, or other­
wise, we. the undersigned, having been pre­
sent at the meeting at which all the matters 
beanng on the challenge were discussed 
and having a clear recollection of what took 
place, beg to say, most emphatically, that it 
was distinctly understood that gate money 
should fae charged; Mr. Simpson, of course 
to do as he liked with his share, either in the 
way of giving it to Charities or otherwise. 
To this Ml*. Simp&OD agreed.

As a matter of fact, the only point left 
over for further consideraticn was one by 
Mr, Gamage, namely, as to whether or not 
he should waive his right to stipulate for 
races between men and men. instead of mere 
time tests, as then insisted upon by Mr 
Simpson.

Yours obediently,

I E. DixoB, •' Sportsman."
I. P l u m m e r , "Sporting Life.'

G. O a k l b y . „
S T. B r o w n .
A- W . G a m a g b .

R ob ertson  In tr a jn lo g .

J. A R o b e r t s o n , the ex-amateur, who 
started riding ao well as a professional in 
Paris, but was stopped by severe illness, has 
returned to that city after a long rest at 
home. He is training hard, and will soon be 
heard of again.

A d  up«to»4]a te  ItaJlao.
_ R id i n g  into Croydon last Sunday, we 

sighted ahead what looked like a steam pro-

Gilled iri'-ycle, smoking badly. On reach- 
g the apparatus, we found it to be an old 

big wheeled front-steering tricycle, pro­
pelled by an Italian gentleman, who had in­
geniously erected a chestnut cooking plant 
on a platform in front of him. No doubt It 
kept his chest warm, bnt the atmosphere 
of smoke m which his head was envefoped 
hirdly looked comfortable. *

T h e C o m m a n d er-In -C h ie f’s  P r iz e .
Lord W o l s e l e y  ha® decided to give a 

prize for Volunteer Cyclists, to be called the 
Wolseley Cyclist Infantry Challenge Cup. 
R will be competed for at Bisley, on the 
first Saturday iu May, and the conditions 
are to be settled by Major-General Stracey, 
Colonel Eustace Balfour, Colonel Savile, 
and the Hon. Sehomberg McDonnell.

A o  O p e a ln g .
T h e r e  is ao opening in the office of the 

Temple Press, for a smart youth about 18, 
as junior clerk. One used to the printing 
business preferred. Must write shorthand 
and good longhand. Applications should be 
sent by post to Works Manager, Temple 
Press Ltd., Rosebery Avenue. E.C. Full 
particnlars of previous engagements should 
be given.

E le c tr ic  tlmekeepin;?.
Some interesting experiments of electric 

timekeeping are being made at the Paris 
Winter track, giving very good resnlts. It 
would take too much space fo describe the 
apparatus here; enough to say it is set going 
by the front wheel of the machine passing 
over the red line, and, thence commu­
nicates with a watch, It seems very accu­
rate. and may possibly bring about quite 3 
revolution in timekeeping.

A  v e r y  s e n s ib le  com m ent.
T h e  "Pall Mall Gazette" published in its 

issue of the 12th, the suggested machine and 
essential part bar, proposedby E  B. Turner 
and endorsed by the London Centre, and 
remarks; "  After reading the above, one is 
inclined to wonder why there should be so 
much squabbling about licensed and un­
licensed amateurs, and riders belonging to 

n Why notcall Ihe whole lot professionals, and abolish 
forthwith all restrictions ? The sub-division 

classes only engenders any amount of 
ill-feelmg. and damages the sport of cycle- 
racing, if sport it can still be called For it 
13 difficult to believe that any true gentleman 
amateurwquld submit to such ao inquisition 
as that which the N.C.U. seems to consider 
necessary. And modern experience teaches 
US that every successful rider, in whatever 
class, almost without exception, ends in 
turning professionai. Why, then, waste 
time with these ridiculous distinctions ? ’’

OUR CIRCULATION.
LtadetakAU BuildtHga,

J y  „  ^We^6NHAWb m rv T *
LondoHy E .C . D tctm btr ■mri, 1895.

We hereby certify that the number of 
Copies o f  “ C Y C L I N G "  circsdated, 
namely, ordered by, and supplied to. 
Newsagents and the Public, or posted to 
Subscribers and the Trade, for each o f  the 
dates mentioned, was as follow s:_

Date. Copies.
1895

Nov. 2  - - 2 7 , o s g
»  9 •  •  2 6 , 7 3 7
„  1 6  -  -  2 7 , 2 i g
, , 2 3  .  .  2 g , 5 i g
n 3 0  -  -  3 0 ,18 4

(Signed).
WOODTHORPE. BEVAN 4  CO.

Chartered Auountants.

Deatb in tbe Bush.
O n e  of the express cyclists running be­

tween Coolgardie and civilization, a Welsh­
man. named Williams, has metwith a terrible 
death. He was fonnd dead on the track, 
having evidently succumbed to thirst, and 
indications were observed of his having 
crawled on his hands for miles.

A  Yankee notion.
S o m e t h i n g  quite novel in pumps comes 

from America. It is a crank pnmp, which 
is attached to the forks when desir^ to be 
used, aod is worked by turning a handle, 
like a mincing macbine. It is described as 
being very powerful, and positive in action, 
and small enough to carry in the pocket.

A  club fo f  tb e  profefsloo.
*' T h b  S t a g s  ’ asks— *' Why not a  profes- 

sional cycling club in London ? ” and says 
fully nine-tenths of the ladies aod gentlemen 
on the London stage are devoted to the 
wheel. Mr. Oswald Brand, writing from 
Sadler’s Wells, expresses a desire to hear 
from those willing to form such a club 
There is already a flourishing cycling club 
in connection with the Surrey Theatre.

The dUtlnctlon.
S o m e  of those gentlemen who made fre 

qnent journeys from town to the Palace last 
week, per the London Chatham line, were 
Iward to complain, with some bitterness, 
tMt they could see no difference between a 
Chatham slow train, and a Chatham fast. 
The criticism was hardly accurate, for, as a 
matter of fact, there is a real disiiaction 
between the two classes of trains; the slow 
ones stop at nearly ail the stations, and the 
expresses stop outside.

Condor Cycles.
B y an unfortunate oversight, the exhibit 

of Harry S. Roberts, of Deanshanger, Stony 
StratfoM, was omitted from our last week's 
report. The oversight is the more unfortn- 
nate because Mr. Roberts is making ma­
chines that certainly deserve more than 
passingmention. Theroadsterandroad racer 
are fitted wi-h straight D section compres­
sion and back stays, the tread being only 4’ 
inches, including gear case. The road racer 
weighs 25 ibs. and is of an exceedingly good 
and practical design. The lady’s safety is 
of the most approved drop frame variety, 
a,nd a second grade machine on the same 
lines is made. Two juvenile safeties of a 
better class than ordinary were exhibited 
also. The Condor tandem safety is a very 
good specimen of workmanship.

Tbe Dibble -MemoHjiL 
T h r o u g h  several items being reprinted, 

the amount collected for this Fund has been 
slightly overstated. The sum In the hands
of the Hon. Sec., should read;_

Previously acknowledged
in ©ycung ........................ 10 ,

Aubrey Peach .................* 1  f  I
H. A. Simmonds ... . o 2 «
H. H. Griffin ................  0 1 0
E. C. C’jles W ebb.................  0 2 6
Mr. and Mrs. J. S Smith... o a o
G Lacy Hiiiier .............  o 10 6
Col. Saville  r I o
L. Strond ............................  0 5 0
R .E . Philips .................  0 5 0
L .J .J « m P   0 5 0
P. Litchfield ... 0 4 0
Ealing mid Acton C.C., per 

A. E. Sayer .............  i  i o
PolytechnicC.C.................. r u n
J-S.Whatton .................. 1 1 0
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A  lig h t  lig h t .

T he greatest novelty in lamps, just now 
before the public, is the aluminium " Twen­
tieth Century," whicb hums kerosene. It 
is a big lamp, with several cunning little new 
devices, weighs but 6 ozs., and, we should 
think, wonld burn well. Tbe chief thing 
against it is its price.—one guinea. It is an 
American notion.

w i l l  ta k e  i t  up.

The editor of the "  Irish Field " has wired 
Mr. Simpson that he is willing to take Mr, 
Gamage’s place, and accept the former 
gentleman's wager, should Mr. Gamage not 
go on with the proposed races. Dr.MacCabe 
thinks that it is not ten to one against the 
plain chain, and he b ^  a cool '‘ thou." to 
gain on one side, with loss of a paltry 
hundred on the other— minus a big “  ad." 
for his paper.

P o o r Q lrU  I
A f t e r  the Humber function at the 

Aquarium last week, we spent a few minutes 
watching tbe giil riders in their so-called 
cycling races on the narrow board track. 
Seen by such daylight as penetrates into tbe 
Aquarium, tbe spectacle presented by these 
girls was painful ia the extreme. Possibly 
from constant riding, possibly from want and 
insufficient food, their faces appeared to be 
"m ost fieshless, and Ibe consumptive-like 
effect of this was Intensified by the patches 
of rouge, liberally painted on tbe protruding 
cheek bones. They rode with a tired, list­
less air, as if going throngh a dreary task 
from sheer necessity, which, likely enough, 
was the case. Whai a burlesque on genuine 
lady cyclists, on the natural roses that grow 
on cheeks, fed by gentle exercise, refreshed 
by country a ir !

A  Dmoish C y c lis t  o o  E n g la n d .
I n  t o  Society of Industry," the largest 

club in Copenhagen, with 6,000 meml^s, 
Mr. E. Staal, the well-known solicitor, 
political and sporting man. and president of 
the "  Danish Bicycle Club," gave a lecture 
on "England," recently. Mr, Staal, who 
has travelled for many years in Europe and 
America, and has b e^  all over England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, declared the English 
people to be the first nation of the world, a 
whole head higher than the other great 
nations in physical and moral force, in
Erivate energy and political power, in 

onesty and good sense of the public life, 
asd in the strength of the individnal per­
sonality. "A n Englishman." Mr. Staal 
said, " represents, as an individual, a per­
sonality. a greater power than any average 
man in any other nation. This strength of 
the individnal is the key to England’s 
grandeur." Mr. Siaal paid a special tribute 
to the physical education in England, and 
mentioned that it had been proved that the 
Inngs of an average Englishman contained 
35 per cent, more air than the Itmgs of an 
average German, and that the short-s^hted 
youths and deformed beer-stomachs, that 
were so common in Germany, were very 
seldom seen in England. He said t o t  t o  
young Danes, who travelled so much, ought 
to go to England, before any other nation, 
because they would find there the highest and 
soundest form of modem civilisation- The 
lecturer received warm applause from the 

■crowded meeting. For many years Mr. 
Staal has been a strong advocate of English 
sympathies in Denmark, and has worked, 
through lectures and through the Press, to 
raise the iuterest of the Danes for Great 
Britain.

A  n e w  lo d u s tr y .
The Wheel-pushers' Guild is the latest 

innovation in Paris. The members of this 
Association station themselves at the foot of 
steep inclines, aud, for a small doiutur, push 
tbe rider's machine to the summit.

hut0OD*0 00 t h e  Boom .
Mr. H c t s o n  informs us that he booked 

an embarrassing numbei of orders for bis 
home-tfainer and racing machine at the 
Stanley Show, and we noticed several of 
these machines at tbe National, where they 
are being used by leading firms to show off 
their bicycles. Subscriptions to the Com­
pany's Share List close in a few days, and 
particulars will be found in our advertise­
ment pages-

A  stea m  b icycle .

One of the strangest velocipedes at the 
late National was a steam bicycle, shown by 
a L iv e ^ o l firm. This quaint affair had a 
big boiler lashed to the head of an ordinary 
safety, in front of the handle bar. and 
standing up well above it. From tbis a 
piston connection was made with the left 
•rank of tbe bicycle. The resnlting ease of 
propulsion may, possibly, be great: but we 
doubt if it would compensate for sitting 
behind a big boiler all the ride; one might 
as well go into the bot potato line at once

A  co o k  extoDdA h e r  ranj;©.
A c c o r d in g  to the "Globe," a story is 

going round, of a lady who, on advertising 
for a cook, received an application from a 
young person, who announced tbat she was 
a cyclist, and could only take the place if 
she were allowed to bring her bicycle with 
her. and ride it on her "days out." But 
after all, this is only what we must expect, 
since policemen have taken up the pastime 
of cycling with so much zest. By the way, 
the lady of the pots and pans might"  make a 
bit," by writing up her wheeling experiences 
for some lady cyclist’s column, under the 
heading—say— of "  Cook's Tours."

C y c llo g lto  tb e  P ole
I n  an article on Arctic Exploration, Mr. 

Harmsworth states t o t  the explorer. Jack­
son, has ordered two bicycles to be sent 
next year with the "Windward." Two 
King of Scorchers wbuld possibly prove the 
most suitable mounts for this chilly Winter 
cycling tonr.

S p e e d y  c e o o e ctio o .

The bicycle is being extensively used for 
military purposes. The authorities have 
recently been testing it for distributing tele­
graph and telephone wires in case of war. to 
connect distant stations, and it has been 
found that by mountinp; the reel on a cycle 
great economy of time is effected.

C h fto ^ d  th « Ir nam e.

It having been hinted to the officials, 
members, and would-be members of the Ex­
clusives C.C., that their chosen name bad a 
suggestion of snobbishness about it, the same 
bas been forthwith changed to that of the 
“  30 " C.C. The villa club-house has already 
been much appreciated. An absurd idea 
has got abroad amongst tbe neighbours that 
Che premises are haunted on Sunday nights: 
strange sounds, at times, are to be heard, it 
is true, but the only spirits to be seen are of 
the harmless Scottffi and Irish varieties.

U to pia u p -to -d a te .
CvRCs Teed, of Chicago, is an ingenious 

individual. His latest conception is a model 
city on a Louisiana plain. He would con­
struct the streets 400 feet wide, each street 
to be so arranged as to have four separate 
roads, rising in tiers—the lowest for pedes­
trians, tbe next for bicyclists, then one for 
vehicles, and the highest for railroads. 
There’s one thing about Cyrus, he is am­
bitious, and has evidently started out in tbis 
life with the idea of reforming things 1 He 
will have plenty of scope to air his ideas on 
tbe Louisiana plains, nut we are afraid he 
is much too premature for us Eastern con­
servative folk !

SOME SOUTH AFRICAN RACERS.

. A . r s A v r .  A . O A A o a K i r ia .  D . fO S ^ Z D .  E .  c .  S f iO C z n r .A .  l . a . u o v t j b .  w .  u 4 ita n J k L z .«. c . u x m .  j . j . b t o x s t .  
A. PH1L1P9. 3 .  TDfULS^ 1. 3 . UAATDltfGN L. VOS* U.SSK. J .  BOGC040B.

0  QukOiptoi, C0pe?Colooy. i  Ex-Cb&mpioa, C^>e Cc^Miy.
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e a sy  ta sk ,

I t  is evidently no easy task to secure a 
conviction under Scottish law against those 
who "play at the game of bicycle racing" , 
on the public highway. For this crime, five 
Ayr cyclists were charged at a local J.P. ■ 
court last weei. They admitted riding 10 
miles in 36 minutes, but contended that this 
was not furious riding, as certain others 
conldride the sameconrse 10 minutes faster 
All of them were acquitted.

W H A T W E  A R E  COMINO TO.

{II ias bcm sf.gesttd that cyclists skatUd be 
fined fo t  not carrying brakes)

A i r : "The Children’s Home."

H E CHANGED

P ouca I n s p e c t o r .— " N o w  th en

H I S  T O N E . — I.

, young man, off the footpath!’’

A  to n ic  to r th « lr  b ra in s.

A n  excellent move is being made at several 
provincial schools to encourage cycling 
amongst the pupils. At one s^ool alone 
between 75 and 100 scholars ride to their 
studies every morning on bicycles, and, after 
due oansideration, the Board ordered that 
racks for the wheels be put in the different 
schools.

M ilita r y  s k a t in g .

. Odr prognostication of nearly a year ago 
that the pneumatic skate would figure 
largely in military operations of the future 
is already receiving verification. Several 
foreign governments have been putting the 
new pedal attachment to some severe tests 
lately, with the idea of adopting it for their 
armies. 'With the Dutch soldier, by the 
way, skating already forms a part of his 
drilling instruction

A n  u n h ap p y  fam ily .

T a s  central body (or H .y.) of the Irish 
Cycnsts' Association has a difficult to 
keep upon friendly terms wiih its branOtes 
There are only two—one in Belfast (The 
Ulster), and one in Waterford (The South 
EMtem) ; but they are most refractory 
children, and the parent body must some­
times regret that they were ever bom. 
When one is not snarling and growling, the 
other is sure to be showing its teeth de­
fiantly. The latest trouble has been with 
the good men of Ulster, who recently passed 
aseries of resolutions, in which the poor old 
•parent was called veiy hard names. The
l.C.A. took the firebrand resolutions very 
calmly and good-humonredly at its meeting 
last week, and, as the Ulster branch had not 
a shred of foupdalion for the charges of 
•’ breach of faith," " uuconslitntional ac­
tion. “ &.C.. d a : . , it has been politely requested 
to give details, i i  will be interesting to 
know how the serious charges will be 
sustained.

Reprobate bicycles.
" A l l  m y  m a c h in e s  h a v e  g o t  D . T . ’s , "  

s a id  a n  e x h ib ito r , p r o u d ly , t o  a  lik e ly - lo o k ­
in g  c u s t o m e r  o f  t h e  fe m a le  p e rs u a s io n . B u t  
th e n  h e  d id  n o t k n o w  t h a t  s h e  w a s  t h e  b o n . 
s e c . o f  a  lo c a l to t a l  a b s t in e n c e  l e ^ u e ,  o r  h e  
m ig h t  h a v e  u n d e rs to o d  w h y  s h e  w a lk e d  
a w a y  w i th  s u c h  a  s h o c k e d  e x p r e s s io n , a n d  
m ig h t  h a v e  a lso  b e e n  m o r e  e x p lic it ,  a n d  sa id  
" D .  tu b e s ”

T h e y  r o d e  in t h e  b e a u t i f u l  g a r d e n s ,
—The gardens of Battersea,

Beside the gates the coppers 
Looked on full zealously;

Now there was one of the ladies 
• Who rode that wheel-worn way,

And Policeman D.T, 40 
Watched for her day by day.

(Once he had loved her housemsud.
And oh I she bad chanced to see 

His brawny arm thro’ thenulii^s 
Stretched out so greedily I 

He came again to the kitchen.
When "  missus ’’ was away.

But the fair young face had vanish’d,
The little feet gone astray !}

He crept away to the bushes.
With a dark, mysterious manner.
Then, leaping out and seizing h »
Cried; " Where's yer bloomin’ spanner?" 

« *  •  •  «
And that highborn maid and the copper 

Passed onward, side by side,
For the ways of men are narrow.

But the arms of the law are wide.
H c b e r t  s . R y a n ,

HE CHANGED HIS TONE.— II.

P o l i c e  I n s p e c t o r  — Great Goodness! My wife!! ’’
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WORDS ABOUT WHEELMEN.

J A A P
EDEN,

W. C. R u s s e l l  has been elected to fill 
the arduous offi e of general hon. sec. to t ^  
Essex Cycling Union, rendered vacant by 
the demise of [. H. Hammon.

M o n s i e u r  B o u r g e o i s  
A the chief of the French

DISTINQLISHED Ministry, is an enthusi- 
CYCLIST. astic cyclist. It is no

common sight to see him 
take his ride In the Bois de &ulogne.

We  saw Elijah Scott, 
ELIJAH (the 25 miles champion)
SCOTT. last week, and, in the

course of conversation, he 
said be bad fully recovered from bis accident 
at Cologne; but the shoulder that was in­
jured is fully one inch lower than the other. 
He is a deal heavier than he was, and ex­
pects to do well on fhe path during the 
next season.

A PHOTOGRAPH of whom 
appeared in a recent issue, 
is one of the very smartest 
racing wheelmen of to­

day. He was born at Groningen, in 
Holland, in 1873, and commenc^ his 
sporting career, by racing on skates, when 
only four years ol age: he won the amateur 
skating cbampionsMp of England in 1:892 
and 1893, and the world's amateur skating 
championship in 1893, at Amsterdam, and 
in 1895 at Hamar. He commenced cycle 
racing early in 1893, and since then bas only 
been beaten three times in 1893 and 1894. 
In every race he has competed in during 1895 
be has been successful, and he is, at present, 
fhe amateur champion of Holland at all 
distances, amatenr champion of the Con­
tinent, and at Cologne fae, this year, won 
the one miie world’s championship.

A PEW weeks ago we gave 
a portrait of H. H. Griffin. 

„  ,, standing beside his trusfy 
Singer Ordinary, and photographed *0 years 
ago. We now have pleasure in presenting 
OUT readers with an np-to-date portrait of 
the veteran athletic and cycling journal­
ist, timekeeper and handicapper, H. H. 
Griffin is one of the most interesting and 

° most conspicuous figures in cy­
cling history, and a niodel sportsman. He 
U known widely, and wherev’er he is known 

IS Trapect^ and admired for his integrity, 
md the genuineness of, his character. During 
theNational Show Mr. Griffin was presented 
with a hMdsome testimonial subscribed for 
amongst his friends and admirers; the pre­
sentation took the form of a truly m aglii- 
COTt watch: and accompanying It was tne 
o ffic e  appointment of official timekeeper to 
fee N.C.U. : club secretaries sbM d now 
rear in mind the fact that, in addition to 
handicapping Mr. Griffin can now undertake 
the duty of timekeeper, and nobody knows 
how lo manipulate the chronogranh better 
than H. H. Griffia.

■ QRIFF.”

S t i l l  a l te r  R ecords.

D e s p i t e  the lateness of the season, some 
out-door records are expected lo " g o "  
in France. George Hunt is just now down 
in Bordeaux with a small army of pace­
makers. The Cuca Cup winner is waiting 
for a favourable day to attack the 50 milAs 
record, He is to use the Simpson Chain.

•‘.A.V,'; .

■ft- .

• . 

V.-’ j ; . '

T T * "

r,:

it .7'

HARRY H EW ITT GRIFFIN.

•‘ TO EDINBRO’ . ’

A  L A Y  O F Y E  N O R T H E R N  ROAD.

T he shades of night were falling fast.
As down the Northern Road there passed 
Two cyclists, who. wilh fervid zeal.
Kept urging on the flying wheel

"  To Edinbro’."

Their brows were moist, their eyes. I ween. 
With firm resolve were bright and keen. 
While, like a silver clarion, rung 
Tbe accents of each manly tongue: —

"T o  Edinbro'."

At wayside inns they saw the light 
In cosy parlonrs, clear and bright;
A storm was gathering overhead,
Bnt still undauntedly they said:—

" To Edinbro'.’ '

" Oh, stajr! ' the Boots he said, " and rest; 
The beer is good here— Barton's best— "
A tear then dimmed each cyclist’s eye,
But still tbey bravely made reply—

To Edinbro’.'

" Try not the h ill! ” the old man cried,
" Thick lies the granite on each side;
The angles sharp your tyres will goad: " 
Voices replied far down the road—

"T o  Edinbro'.'

" Beware the coal trucks, as you pass ! 
Beware fee treacherous broken glass!"  .
This was tbe yokel's last good night:
Far off, he heard the echo light—

" To Edinbro’.'
At break of day, as pasture-ward 
A shepherd w ^ e d  his flock to guard, 
■Whistling a gay bucolic air:
A voice spoke from the wayside there:—

"T o  Edinbro'."

Upon a bank that morning grey 
Asleep, yet beautiful, they fay;
Their cycles rested by tbeir side,
But one in slumber softly c i i ^ :—

"T o  Edinbro’," 
M. G.

House furnishers in New York fit almost 
as many bicycle stands as they do umbrella 
racks.
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D . f i f 0

p. W iL L lA « s{C » id iif,--L « C y cle ,
r .  H . S , CARMiciiAk:L (Lonfloo).— W e ad vite  yon 

CO g e t I Csanage,
,  , ? i ? ’ ‘**.(M aryport) — H clborn Viadnct. Lon-
GOO, Will find tatt firm reJGr lo.

E, W . W ia B (H « rb o a rft« ).-O f lh * tw o  m£ciiin«t 
D»ra*d, w« certainly recom aend the Arab.

R. L . G o v l d w g  (W aninrel.^ T h e tiaia w hen tb e 
arsl num ber o f “ CYCtipiG sva« laaued is I tn u irv  
a<ch, x8yx, ^

JL S. M l'n»  (Port E J isa U th / S o u th  A fr ic a '— 
M any tb a a k s  for pbotofraph, which w e  w ill rcpro- 
oeoe in  an e a rly  js iu e.
r e .  W .G R iF F ifB S (LondoB > .-'‘ K !oochin a''w on id  
b e a b o o t th e b e a lit n ff fo r y o n to a a e . T h ii  can be

l^ ^ in 'g  “  ’ ’ ’
M T opic (^ m era et).— Y o u  caagec N upplem eat Dor- 
ti**ta o fF . W . Shorlandaad A , A  Zuam e'-m aninoar 
two Show Nuiabera ot la st yei.r by  a e rd ia g  two-
pence for each NombOT. .

FoLSY B ros. 'B ourne. L m c '. - — Send A illp arti- 
calars o f  your invention w ith  draw inra, i f  possible, 
to the P atent Editor o f  - 'C t c i i M . , ’ w ho urill g ire  
yon a ll advice on  [he anbject,

"P K K rR o ”  (Pem bioke D o c li w ish es to  know 
w here he can g e l an ordnance m ;p  o f Pem broke­
shire w ith  scale o f  one inch to each m ile H e 
would lik e  to  know  th e  publiab-ie and tb e  price 

J. A l l a w a t  (Cosham. H in 'e '. W hv w e r  did 
fo a s e o d y o n r  m oney w ithout e o r c r  m aking some 
inquiry, or a s in ria g yo n ree lf .if  .tin man a io u d  tides 
in tom e m anner ? tV e  fear w e  c -o  do nothing in 
the m atter. “

I ^ s a x  (London) w ia h e t to fr i-w  nf a  cycling 
d u b  m  la>ndon which h n  a c- v r-cd  track o f  its

accideui  i i . ,-  .h o  Charing
C rM i Club h avo au ch  a  i t a t i .  h ' f  he is  unable 
to  Itod the addreaa T h e  on:> ili i ',  a  -  know ol 
havm g a covered t r a i*  o f  its own. I .  the T rafalgar
B .C . in  Chelaea. W e  alw ays t>n to b e  excused 
from a d m in g  on saddle n.*iter». you m ight tr y  1 

. one o f  J . B . b ro o k s '. G et one of th eir lis ts  and  I 
m a k e a ch o ic e y o a rse lf. W'-ih regard to your laat ' 
^isation, w e  are inclined to agree w ilh  you  that it 
■be*cen* al W e think the g e a r  box ihonld

H . A . T hompso.-* (Glasgow) - W e  
F o re ign  have r e e v e d  the follow ing from

R oad U r. R . I_ Jelfetson, in  answ er to
M ^ u r e -  your m q u ir y ;- - -1  n „ „ u ,  know  bow

n jen t. tlw  toads o f Aioerw a are m aiked
off, m l^oaxh tb e neasuretaeQc is 

V* ^ l l a n d .  U o s i Continental
opnniriei have adopted the P ield cal system , snd 
k r a n »  hojds pre-eminent p c it ic r . in  r ^ r d  to 
m srfaog. T h e  roads a te  m a ile d  o ff in kilom etres 

intervene shoseing
• v e iy  hundred m etres. T h e  same obtains in G et- ,
“ fry. A u stn s, Italy, and S w i i t e r l a ^  but the ! 
M H tin g is  n o tso  co m ^ etea *  in lr a n c e .  R ussia n  I 

V.Sn*' ’ marked in veraia. th e ra irk in g  i 
V  w hosa p isq aes indicate '

lo n w r d s  to ih« u a r e s t  
m  HoHsnd is m essured by Gme 

to w alk . O ne hoar to so-snd sa m esas five kilo- 
ttotres- Eoffhsh. French, snd K u M ^ a  dU tsnces 
S t o  ^  .a s  foUosrs. So m iles equsl i6
ja iom etres eqnal is .v e rsts ."  R. L . J x r v n S o x .  ,

inTbe^loi^pa'^^*,; CPeterborengh).- A g ita te  for it

you <̂ 9 hot know  whetheryou can obtain w hat yon require
W - ) .-W e  are not issuing 

: ?T “̂ «pubhe«iioas yo u  refer to.
DuMLop (G U sfo w ).^ W * know  n othin g o f  tbe 

w ith  w ould sdvise caution in  aeslm g

R « b ir t s o r ( K irkcaldy) . - a  m achine w eighine 
id“̂ l Trinmph ŝ S

f« 'i l® « ° te )--Y o u r  m achine need not 

S ? o ? g ,“ ° «  g la ? “  “ Y y«“
„  (London) w ish es to join

" l ^ e l .^ & ^ S ! ’ “  '*’•  Of tbe
G r e e n ) .-W e  know  no- 

th in g o f th e  m achine named o r S u  m akers, and 
therefore ca aso t recommend i t  

J, H . STAveACRK {M ancheeter).— M any thsoke 
vour expression o f  opinion. Y o u rs  is  only one 

o f  nan ^  sa c M e iie r s  w hfcb reach ns daily. ^  *
M ?.'. .  # rJ P “ “ « -o|> g h)--If R . F , 5 . applies to  
M^esars rhom ann S  B ueltuer, L eipzig  (Germany). 

HI? S® t*M cUy w bat sh e inquires for. '
H grA i. (H irrogate).— t. B y  M r. D unlop, the 

d a.e  w e a ren n certs in o f. botabonl four or five years 
ago. J. k e s , w a ly l ie v e  that several such davices 
have been patented.

L  W a l m *  fScarboTO*).— A s  to  w h at advautage 
o y er the other w e  hay© not space to  ro  

into Uej^, bnt w e  strongly recommend yon to hayo 
*  5̂*** s^*'^'. ^OQ*ulf o a r  edvertisem enc columns 
and HMke a  choice therefrom,

p. A siB tiB TfW eU ington, Salop).—  
D o t y  C . ru rn er (Pans) k in d ly  g ives yon

on  tb efoJlow in gin fo rm ation  respect-
F ren eh  m g d uty i - 'T - b s r e  is  no duty to pay
CycleSs on b icycles o f  French m anafactnre

•II .1. r  into EueUnda Y o u r friend
w ill th e ^ fo re  only have ih e  carriage on  his machine 
to M y. H e m ust note th at it  is  theF ren cb Custom s 
a a ih o n ties  he has to deal w it^  not th e  English. 
A lso  Giat the F ren et R a ilw ay  Com panies wiU not 
^ k  b io c lM  rig h t through from P aris to London, 
bnt only M  far as C a la is  o r  D ieppe, a s  the case m ay 
be, and from there he w ill have to re-book hia 
m achine to l^ n d o n . I t  is  therefore w ith  th e  French 
Cnstom s he has to d e a l;  b a t being a  French ma­
chine, p rob sU y nothing w ill b e  said . S till, i t  wonld 
h* i ^ i  fvr  him  ta b e  able to prodnce the manafac- 
in r e r s r e c e ip tw ith lh e  nnm fer o f th e  machine aa 
a  certiB cite  o f orW n. W ithout th is th ey w o ^ d , I 
M ie v e  r e f u s e t o f i t i t p a s t .  T h ey  «■>*< also a»k 
fct the receipt o f  tb e yea rly  ta s  o f  ten T rauci to  be 
p rodsced, but th is t i  hardly fm iio i/r, and, o f course, 
i f  the m achine has not been osed, th ey cannot a a i  
for this pap er. I  don’t  think yonr friend  w ill eac- 
pecience an y difficulty whatever— th e  manufac- 
l u i e r s r K e ip l  w ill beaufficiM t. O nce p assed  the 
rre a cn  Custom s the m schioe is h is  own, and he 
w ill have no fori her trouble. It would not W  a  bad

C . CO tip  the gu srd  o f tb e train at P aris and tell 
tbe machine IS destined for Lcmdon.’*

A  N l w  R k a p b r  <Londoa),— S e e  rep ly  to T . 
Atkinson.

A . C . SiX G iR  (Loudon).—M any thanks fo r yea r 
inform a CiOD.

W  P itt  (Lowestoft).— It is  im possible for us to 
advise yo u  on tb e sabiect.

C . T o h i r  Paris).— M any thanks for information, 
w hich w e  reproduce in  th is issue.

G. H. H  (H arrogste),~ T h e m akers o f  tb e o i -  
chine you  caencion are in lioaidation.

F . A lcocx  (London).— M any thanka for inforna- 
Cion, w hich however, w e  had previously re c e iv ^ . 

CoHSTAnr R sA P iit (London) wishes l  no secretary 
M «rry Islington C ycling Q u b  to commnnicate 

vrieb him.
G r a p d o k  a  C o. (A ntw erp).—M^e tender you our 

best thanks for yo u r kindness in  sending as the 
informsrion.

F. N . P e k h iy  (Croydon) w ishes to  know  i f  the 
name ** S u rrey  ”  h ss M en registered bv anv cvde 
manafacCiHer ?

W . G P. (Lon don).-“ T h e ?  should c e r u ia ly  be 
inflated, b o t never very  hard  or very  soft. Strike  
the h ap py medium.

CuAMDOS (London).— t. Q uite righ t i f  you prefer 
them. 2. D anlopa. 3. T n e g e a r  ia not too high it 
yon are a  strong rider.

"  CowsTAWT R iA T E s ”  (Barnet).— ! . Y es . 1. 
Perry’s  block. 3. Clincher.

C  WocTTOM iLoodon).-“T h e  hon. sec. o f  tbe 
S ilverdale C O ., is  M r. Charles F . Low en. so. 
C rew dson R oad, B rixton, S .W .

P oLiT iifSM  (Ivondoa).— C ertainly not. E very 
adve.rtiseaent in the paper is  i  6cnd fid »  one, and 
w e  are snrprised that you shoald th ink otherw ise.

H . S mith (W oolwich j w ish es to know  if  a club 
e x ists  called “ T h e R oyal C ycling Club,*’  as be 
is  aboot to  start a clnb and w ishes to give it  that 
name.

E r c o l i  A an ita rE  ^ u r i n ) . —M any thanks for 
yon r letter and kiud offer, w hich w e regret w e are 
not in the poem on at present to entertain. W e  are 
kcepuM  your a s  me before us, however.

W . M. LtrvroN (Hitchin). -W e  do not know 
w h ere  yoo  eon Id get Che portrait you require. W e 
published one in “ C y c u h g " about fou r months 
a ^ .  P erhaps th is w ill answ er your purpose.

I L  GUTTSMAHM (Londofl).-''There is  a cheap 
through ra le  vid  Q ueenstow n and F lashing . For 
ope n a c h in e  the probable coat w ould be about 
e ith t shillings D aty  »4 m arks p er hundred kilos.

,H . B a l IvCUY (Lodoon).— W e thank you for your 
kind mvication, and i f  at all possible a representa­
tive  w J l be present. If w e are not re p re se n t^ , 
however, you  m ay reckon tb a tS b o w  bntinesskeepe 
us away.

G. H . WiLSOTf  ̂Norwich) also W . Du t f  &  Co. 
(Loodoo).— T h e C re sc e n t”  is  tb e m ark onder 
w hich M r A . Sayer. of B ir m tn g b ^ , sells  macldne 
made for him  by M essrs. H eart &  T o ak s, o f  the 
sam e city.

"  A k  AMArxUR*' (Newtown).—T h e lis t o f  records 
o f  tb e yea r has been compiled for the la st three 
years b y  M r. B iair, and prm ted in  our first Show 
issue. T h e s e  w e can send you  on receipt o f two­
pence each copy.

R . 5 . GoULgran (Pembroke).*—I f  you  order tb e 
m achine, an v  m aker w ill m ake i t  as desired for you, 
i f  you cossiu er straight forks bai*e an y advantages 
over the bent ones. W e d o  not know  tb e address 
o f  the n n tle m a n  you refer to.

T . A Ttrnsojc (ton don j.— It is  n sca l w hen  hiring 
a  machine for the h irer to sign  some kind o f  agree* 
meat. D id you sign soch  a  document ? I f  so  st all 
depends upon the w ording o f it w hether the agent 
from whom yon hired  the m achme is able to aaim  
for tb e dam age to the machine.

P. U o a js is  (London).— !. CUncbera. T b e  baud 
you  nam e w ould not be necessary w ith  these tyres, 
a. Y es . 3. M iddlemore's hammock is a v e ry  com* 
for table saddle, but w e really  do not lik e  advising 
readers on the acbjecc. W bat is  com fortable to 
one man is ju s t tbe opposite to another.

G . H o w e k t h  (Perth, W estern  A ustralia),— W e 
to thank y o s  for your kindaess in  w ritin g os 

such an exhaostlve and interesting letter, y o u  
wiU notice that w e  made use o f  m any ol the items 
o f  information w hich y o a  gave us in  the ‘ ‘ Cycle 
MauaCacturer.*' A s r e ^ i^ s  tbe machine named, 
w e cannot recoajnand it ; i t  ia n ota weli*knowzione 
here.
NOTICE.—W% art aiwttfs happ̂  to rtpfy to all 
oMtfHt addrtwd to ms o h  martirt eonnttUd wWt 
tht tporif pastimt, or tradt. It must bt disUytdj 
Hndarttooâ  howeoirtlhai omtMglo tkt largt HUtnPtr 
0/ ittfutrtei which reach uj, me cannot arrays 
at onec, hut w r  ahaay* endeavour to ansaw qucriet 
as sooH as possible.

Correspondents can send any in^m ne* to us for  
%ns«rt\on m lh is  column with a view to aseeriaintng 
inftfrm ahou from  any o f  our readers whose ex- 
perteeKce render them capable o f  g w ing  tt. Under 
no dren  Bstancea w b atever can w e  rep ly  throsgb 
tb e post to tnqvirtes o f  any description.

Under no etrcutnslanees can we reoh  to ano^y  
mens corrtspondenis. Name and address s^ tttd  
eeeompany every myaxVy as a guaraHtee of good 
fa iih .
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