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CHINNA.

Br Mus. Hobart-H ampden,
Aulhor iif *TA« Se<Tet Valley," eic,, etc.
(ConUiiued fi'om paga 23.)
CHAPTBR II.

rpilEY all heard sometLing in anottprmoinent. Tliey
i. all saw gometliin)» dUtinctly. A dark, ruatling,
Bnortiiig sometLing. And, step by step, they In‘gan to
back away from tbe buah behind wbich tbat soraetbing
hid. It wa!> only when they realised that the next step
would lake ITh-m ovit the cliff edge into the rirer below
that they carne to a reluctant balt.

And then Brian called joyfullT, * V~hy, it's onlv agoat.
Notiing but a goat. Look at its long ears. i can see
them 'wagging,"” And, as he spoke, a Isrge brown goat
stepped out fiom behind the bush, and stared with
round eyes at the children. Her fur wna wet and clung
closely to her body, and she was breathing hearily.

‘1 do beliere it's the goat that was swimming in
the riTer,' said Nancy slowly. And, ‘Baal!' the goat
answered, and carne trotting towards them, yery pleased,
it seemed, at the encounter. Perhaps she, too, had been
frightened and lonely, and was gtad to find that tbere
were human beings in thia desoiate country. She
rubbed her nose against each of them in turo, and
followed closely when they walked on agsin. And
there was aomeihing so cheeringin her friendly presente
that the children forgot their fears, and began to Talk
quite gaiiy. ‘When we get to a village, we'll tell the
people who we are,’ said inancy. ‘ And we'il ask them
how far it is to the railway and the bungalow. And, if
it's rery far, we'li get them to lend us a cart in the
morning.'

‘1 wonder if there are any of the wild fribe people
near Lere, said Brian. ‘ Daddy told me the olher day
that they live in Tery out-of-the-way places, and this
seems out of the way enough for anything. They're
small and dark, and they stlll use bows and arrows, and
they're awfully clerer at tracking animais. | wish we
could catch one. A wild man. 1 mean, not an animal,
and take him home with us, and make him teacfa us to
track, too.'

And, talking thus, on they went through the nigbt,
foUowing the course of the rirer. But presently, to
their dismay, they carne upon a smailer stream which
flowed into the laiger; and, since they could by no
means cross this, they were forced to fotlow its
course instead. And, nest, one rayine after another cut
aoross their patb. The rayines were dry, luckily, but
the children were obliged to scramble down and up the
steep banks until they were so tired they could walk no
further, but sat down perforce to rest.

‘1 don't know where we'»e got to,” said Nancy,
looking round her anidousiy. ‘1 can't see the big
rirer at ail. Everjlling seems so muddled up. |
think we had better stop where we are until the
morning. It’s no good going further and further from
the right way home.’

It was a warm night, and already their clothes, which
had been wet in places, were dry, so thatto sleep in the
open was no haraship. The ground was soft and sandy,
and it was easy to scoop out a hole big enough to hoid
all three of them, and the goat also. And almost
immediately they were asleep, too tired to remember

eyen that they were hungry. They did not slir until
the dawn, and then it was Nancy who woke first.

She could not understand where she was for a litfle,
and lay slaring at the sky and wondeting what had
happened to the ceiling of her bedroom. And then Ml
raised herself on her elbow and looked out over the
edge of the hole, and saw ravines, and everywherc
ravines. And the breaking of the bridge, and the
yoyage down the river, and the walk in the night, all
carne back with a rush. And she stood up and looked
round again hurriedly, hut still nowhere could she see the
riyer down which they had come, and also nowhere was
there any sign of a yillige.

‘We've lost, and we shall starte,” thought Nancy
affrightedly. And at that yery moment caught sight of
a thin eolumn of smoke rising from a ravine a short
distance away. And quickly she woke Brian andFrederick
to impart the good news to them, and they were all
running towards the smoke, when suddenly they grew
cautious. ilow could they be sure that the ligiiter of
the flre would proye friendlj? It roight be as well to
haye a look at him first. And after that they crept to
the edge of the ravine and, crouehing down, peered into
the depths below. The rayine was dry, andto its sandy
sides clung a few bushes, some of wbich had lately beeii
uprooted and were heaped together to feed a fire, which
flamed and crackled loudly on the fiat ground in the
middle,

Beside the fire there ciouched a man—a small dark
man, rery sturdily built. Ilis skin was almost blaek,
and be had a quantity of long, coarse blaek hair which
was twisted into a knot at the back of his faead; and
in this knot were stuck little rolls of tobaceo packed in
green leayes. The man wore no clothes, save a cotton
cloth twisted around him from waist to knee. Beside
him on the ground lav a little axe and a small bow and
a sheaf of iron-tipped arrows.

“It’'s one of the wild tribe people, Look at the bow,’
Brian whispered, yery soflly as he thought. But
instantly the little man by the fire raised his head—he
had been staiing steadily at the fiaroes—and looked
straight at the children. And, though he did notmove
from where he crouched, yet all his muscles tightened,
so that he was ready to spring at any moment in any
direction that he pleased.

(ContinueJ on pat/t 34.)

THE DT7CKS AND THE TUETLE.
A Pable from the Frenoh of Oaixahd.

N a warm Eastern land was a pretty little lake, Two

wild ducks spent their days very nappily awimming

on its smooth waters. An oid turtle hved there also.

Tliough he had been longer there than the duoks, the
three were good friends.

One yery hot summer little rain fell, and the fierce
heat of the eun dried up the water in the lake. Every
day the mud on the bank was thicker. The water-iiiies
drooped, and the palms hung their heada ssdiy. At last
the water grew so shallow tnat the two ducks looked at
one another, and the eider one said : ‘ If no rain falls
during the next two days, we shall hayo to fiy away
from bere and seek a new home.’

‘I shall be rery sorry to leaye our dear lake,' reraarked
the other duck sadly. ‘W e have been yery happy here
with our dear frientl, the turtle.’
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Two days passed and no rain fell, io the two ducliS
mneut to aaj good-bye to tbe turtle. They found liim
co/.'ly curlisi up on a pile of dead rusbes. He was too
ofd now to fo out in the heat. He welcomed bis visitors
very warmiy, and cried jojfully : 'Oh, you have come
to see me at last! 1 waa beginnine to think you bad
quite forgotten me. Though the lake js so tiny now, |
am 80 weak tbat it seems a long joumey to your end of
it. 1t I8 Tery lonely to liare no visitort.’

"My poor frieini, we did not cotue to you latelv
because we haré been rery sad ourselres,' replied the
eider duck in a low, pained roice, wliieh did not sound
the least like her usual hearty ‘ Quack, quack!’

ml am 8orry to hear you Lave been in trouble,
answered the turtle politely,

=l am afraid the news we bring you I8 not cbeering.
Inless we want to die of tbirst, we shall have to leave
our dear lake, and eeek another home. Nothing elsé
could ever have parted u».’

I'or a moment the turtle was so shocked at the
sad tidinga that he could not utter a word. Tlien
he forced back bs tears, and aaid in a quivering voice :
m\ou have been my only frienda for ao many years tliat
I cannot live without you. If you leave me, death will
toon end my sorrowa.’

«Our grief ia aa great as youra, dear Mr. Turtle,’ aaid
the youiiger duck, ‘but wLat can my aiater and | do ?
11 we leave the lake there will be more water for you.’

‘Yes, | need water as badly as you do, but more of it
will not consolé me for your losa. Let me travel with
you to yoiir new home.’

The ducka felt very sorry for him, and thev did not
like to leave this ola friend behind them. Ilut how
could they take him with them ?

' You muat remember, dear friend, that our bédies are
heavy and our feet amall,’ answered the eider duck.
‘ W\e could not walk with you over hilU and plaina uiitil
we carne to a cooler land. Before the tirst day of our
joumey was ended, we sbould all three be half dead
from wearineas and hunger. Our wings are our only
hope, and you cannot ily.°

‘1 know I cannot fly, but you are both so wise and
have travelled so much that you surely can think of
some plan.’

SeeiDg that he was so bent on going with them, the
two ducks looked wisely at one another, and the eider
One answered: ‘' My sister and 1 would lote to take you
with US, Mr. Turtle, hut we can’t quite see how it can
be managed. However, we will do our beat to think of
8ome plan/

Theu they swamout to the middle of the lake, and
the turtle heard nothirg but ' Quack, quack, quack !’
for at least half an hour. He watched them sadly, and
thought, ‘ Wbat a long talk those two kind ducks are
having about me 1’

At last they awam back towards him, and he was
almost faint from fear and excitement when thev
arrived.

‘W e have thought of a plan by which you can travel
with US’ bpg™n the eider duck, ‘ but there will be some
danger in it, it you don’'t do exac”y aa we tell you.’

“i will do anytbing you wish, as long aa you do not
leave me here behind you, dear Miss Duck,’ crie<l the
turtle in high glee, He was really quite eager to see a
Httle of the world.

<While we are carryingyou through theair vou must
keep aa quiet as it you wete dead. iso matter liow high
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we fly, you need not be the least frightened, but on no
account must you move your feet or open your mouth.’

“lwill obey youto tbeletter,and | promiaefaithfully
not to be afraid, or to move head or foot, or to utter a
single word during the whole joumey.’

The two ducka were pleased to see him so ready to
carry out their wiahes. TLen they swam out to tbe
midale of the lake, wbere they found aslout stick, Thev
tied it fast to their iiecks with water-lily roots. This
done, they went back to the turtle, and the eider duck
e.vplained, as she pushed the s~ck towards him, eTake
this stick firroiy in your mouth, and don't let go of it
until we have set you down on the ground once more.

‘rilholdon like grim death,” answered the turtle,
and be meant to keep bis promise faitlifully.

Thben he caught the stick firmly in bis mouth, and the
two ducks soared up into the air wilh the stick fastened
to their necka.

Over billa and dales, mountaina and valleys, hrooks
and rivera they flew, but no lake was to be found. Yet
the turtle did not feel the leastfrightened, but clung fast
to the stick.

At last they carne to a tiny village, and soon they were
flying juat over the roofs of the nouses. Some little
boya were playing on the green, and noticiiig the
strange sight, they cried at the top of their voieea:
‘ Look, look! there are two ducka carrying a turtle I’

The villagers all hurried out of their cottages, and
stood gaping at the wouder. Even the very plougiimen
stopped their work to gaze at tbe strange travelling
companions.

The ducks flew on quietly, and troubled little about
the stir they were causing in the village. But the
turtle was pleased beyond raeasure that people stood
gazing at him. At first he kept quite silent, as be had
promised to do; but after a wbile he hegan to think that
ail these people were envying him because be was able
to fly through the air.

Forgetting the ducks’ waming, he thought he would
make a little speech, and opening his mouth wider to do
so, he lost his grip of tbe stick. In a second he fell
down heavily through the air, and was dashed to pieces
against the side of a house.

Then the ducks let the stick fall which had held up
their friend, and winged their way onwards with sad
hearts,

But the eider duck said wisely to her companion;
‘| feared this joumey would end badly. But perhaps
the turtle »as wise to come with us; he would have
had a lonely end on tbe lake.’

Trantlaud hy M. Fat.

TriCOTIITB.

OU will often hear people speak of the dirty hiack
Y liquid that accumulates in the stem of a tobaceo
pilie aa nieotine. This is not really correct, for although
It contains a little nieotine, this liquid is raostly water,
tar, and other substancea formed by buming tobéceo.

Puré nieotine ia colourlesa, like dear water, though it
is thicker, and does not run so easily. It is so exceed-
ingly poisonous that one-tenth oi a grain in weight is
sufficient to kill a man. Kortunately a whole pound of
tobaceo only contains about half aii ounce of nieotine,
and nearly all this ia deslrojed when the tobaceo is
burnt,
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THE HOME TOr-SHOP.
L-GAME3 FOR A RAIXY DAY.

tOU td&k ouC a square od a
piece ot Btout cardboard seyen
mches by sevcn inches, and rule
it into forty-nine equal squares
of one inch. On twentT-fire
separate oiieNincii squares of
card put the numbers one to
twenty-flTe, and set these on
the board in any way, the poei-
tlons being changed after each
game. In the iGustration (fig.
1), the twenty-five numbered

pieces form a compact square in the twenty-five inner
«ompartmente.

14 2 19 6 I
csy 7 10 15 8

a1 5 12417
16 22 23 9 125

3 4 1321|T

Flg. 1—A Wfrlliiig-off Qame.

Two opponents are each provided with fifty-six strips
«f paper or thin card, about one inch long and a quarter
©f an inch wide. Two distinct colours, such as blaek
and white, should be used for each set; a centre line
runniog lengtbways on the white stripsto act as a guide
when placing them on the divisional lines- The idea is

Fig. 2—A TIdilleywinks Targeu

to endose the numbers by meaus of these short lengths,
the player who completes the square being entitlS to
add the enclosed number to bis score. Por example:
the numbers baving been arranged as shown, Black

starts as at A, 20; White plays as at B; Black places c;;
White then filis in the remnining side and scores tweniy.

Of course, in actual play such a simple method wouid
be avoided. Thia is giren merely to show that White,
by putting the last side to that square, claims twenty

points. To see a more complieated fight, glanee at
squares 1 and 25. Two sides of each have been closed,
and it is Black’s tum to play. His object is to let
~Vhite have one point, while he himself takes twenty-
five. He, therefore, puts his next strip on the line D.
Then, if White closes in 1, Black at his next move cap-
tures 25. At 8 and 15, again, all sides are closed in
except the central line. White has just scored twelve
by elosing in that square with the strip that lies along
the top of 15. In so doing, be has caused the appearance
of an uncovered divisién between two othetwise com-
plefed squares. Black supplies the necessary strip, and

claims the valué of both squares—twenty-throe; seeing
that he has enclosed the two. Needless to say, the
plaver gaining the most points is the winner.

The same board can be used as a scoring-board for the
well-known game of ‘Tiddley-'Winks,” the numbered
squares being distributed in any uneven way.

29 31 32 35

pi | 2 1 8

Fig. i —A Football Game.
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A target can be sec up as shown in fig. 2, for ‘ Tiddley-
Winb ' playera to shoot st. Cutout some comical card-
board figure, about two inohes long, and acroes the chest
glue a Btrlp of match-wood. Afew books with a length
i)f thread twisted tightiy round the topmost make a
euitable tight-rope on which the figure can be balanced
by meana of the short piece of match-wood. When

6.1 a. 15.
2. 1.1 2.

2. 1
2..

- 1 11

Q—A
-B

Fg-. 6—F'i and. Qs.

firing, the small counters should be placed on a double
layer of cloth, and then chipped by the edge of a targer
counter.

Another simple game can be invented -with cardboard
and marbles. Along one edge of a piece of cardboard
about eighteen inches lorg, four inchee -wide, cut away
two or more half-circles, as at fig. 3. Wedge the ends
of the card between a few boois, so that it stands quite
firm.  Now roll a small marble along the surface of the
table, trying to send it straight through one of the
upenings. A larger number of points should be allowed
for getting through a small hole thau through a laree
one.

The notion shown in fig. 4 will help to gire apleasant
half-hour. From a piece of thicli cardboard about eight
inches by four inches, cut out any ietterof thealphabet.
At one end or comer make a hole lai™ enough to take
asmall marble without going through. Now place the
mtpble as far away as poesinle—8 shows the starting-
point on w, fig. 4—and try to coax it along the shape of
the lettet and into the hole.

To obtain a footbali game, prepare a board with forty-
oine squares (aeren by seven), each measuring oue inch
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by one inch, as shown in fig. 5. Begin at the left-faand
lower comer and mark in the numbers, working back-
war” and forwards along the lines horizontally, as in
the iliustration (sorae of me squares are shaded, to show
an imsginary arrangement of ‘ men"). Finisb at 46, and
fill the reroaining squares with the word * Win.” Two
similar boards will be needed, being placed alongside
each other, as shown. Both players are prorided with
eleven blank one-inch squares of card. They each have
control of one board, and place the eleven men almost
as they please—but not quite. One must occupy square
46. That represents the goal-keeper, and bis powers
will be explained presently. In placing the othersquares,
or men. it is not allowable to cover squares 89 and 32,
which come immediately below 46, and there cannot be
two in adjoining consecutivo squares, such os 17 and 18,
21 and 22. But of course this rule does not apply to
such figures as 22 and 85, which, although adjoining, are-
uot consecutivo.

Two dice,or teetotums, and two counters are required.
The players provided with one of each throw tum about.
ilr. A starts and throws, say, 6-: he sets his counter on
that square upon the board arranged by his opponent.
Mr. B follows, andsets his counter on the board prepared
by Mr. A. It goes without saying, the two boards need
not nocessarily be set out with men in eiactly the same
way.

When a player throws a number which brings him on
to a square protected by a man, he must remain where
he is until his opponent ;as thrown. Towards the end
of the game, when a player throws 89 or46 he goes baok
to 32, as indicated by the arrow. Anything over 46
gives him the game.

The lid oi a cardboard box, a few dried peas, and a
pen-bolder are the onlv things necessary for che makins
of the game of ‘P’s and Q’'s ~(fig. 6).

as
Mi 3®
s S
a $ipp 3a

1 33

Fig. 7—A Travel Game.

Across a piece of cardboard measuring about twelve
inches long, sLx inebes wide, rule parallel lines about
tbree-eighths of an inch apart, finishing four or flve
inches from one end. Then divide the spaces into
eeveral parts.making very thick dividing lines, and give
each part a different valué, as shown by tlie iliustration.

A dried pea, a, is placed a short distance from the
bottnm iiiie, and is driven by means of a pen-holder, B

I'ne players take one stroke each in rotation, and
whoever acores fifty first is the winner. When the p>a
roils into a numbered space the player adds that amount
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to bis acore. It tbe peaentere an unmimbered partition,
lhe player is not entitled to atiy pointa. Should the pea
settie on a borizoutal line one is dediicted, whilu two
raust be lost when the pea stops on one of the tliick
divisional linee.

Another mme is played with a board made from a

ece of cara twenty-one inches long, two inelies wide;
{iut of course two, or more, pieces can be joined to make
the required length. Thbis is divided into tweaty-eigbt
spaces, each three-quartera of an incb wide, and tiien
iuto fifty-six by meaos of a centre line running the
whole length of the card. Mark the numbers 1 to 28 on
one side of tbe board, and 29 to 54 on the otbec. Put
*Gate ' on 56, and ‘ Home ' on 56.

Cut ten pieces of card to fit the spaces. On these
pieces either print the following words, or draw.»uituble
objects to represent tbem : ‘ Motor,’ Unele,' * Flowers,'
‘House," ‘Penny," ‘' Go Back' (two of these), ‘Shop'
(three pieces). The two ‘' (io Back’ may be shown by
swans on a pond, as at space 5 in tbe illustration (Bg. 7).

These separate pieces ate placed on any of the spaces,
as agreed 1" tween tbe players before starting the game.
It would be as well, boweTer, to make oertain restric-
tions. Por instance, neither of the ‘Go Back ' pieces
should be placed beyond space 23 —tbat is, in the tirst
half of tbe ioumey. Tbe ‘ Motor' should be on the
retum streteb, somewh-re between 29 and 40.

Each player is prorided with a counter or a small
pieceof coloured card, and dice are thrown, ora teetotnm
spun, turn about, each player baving the use of one.
Then according to the number thrown, so they take up
tbeir positiona on the board. Kow, when the number
thrown brings the player to a ‘ Go Back’ space, a fresh
start must be made; getting on lo a space oceupied by
‘Shop' means that the player loses bis next turn of
throwiiig: ‘ Flowers’ and ‘ llouse ' also denote that the
player reaching them must lose one throw. To meet
‘Unele ' is rather fortinate, as ihe player goes forward
to ‘ Shop,” wheresoerer that happens to be placed. On
the other hand, the finder of ‘ I’enny ' goes Dack till he
comes to ‘ Shop.” It will therefore he clearly seen tbat
some attention raust be paid to the proper placing of
‘Shop’ and‘Uucle’; also ‘Shop’ and* Penny.” Alucky
throw to ‘ Motor’ takes the plaver immediately on to
=Gate.” And unlees taken to ‘Gate’ in this way each
player must arrire therewithan exact throw. Suppose,
for instance, 51 is reached, 4 must be thrown to take
‘Gata.” A throw of 5 or 6 means that the player stands
stilL Of course, wiy number under 4 can be made ; for
example, 3 lands ths player on to 54. and tben an exact
throw of 1 is necessaty. The ‘Gate' haring been
reached, either by ‘Motor’ or by throwing, another
exact number must he made to get ‘Home. In this
case, howerer, the number need not be limited to 1, as
any number can be decided upon by the playera before
starting the game. J. C. Kelson.

WHEN SNOWFLAKES FAT.T,.

TYTIIEN snowflakes fall, tbe pine-trees tall

IV Are ciad in winter’s livery,
Like warrior giants, stern and brave,

Tbey guard tbeir monarch loyaliy;

The cbeetnut boughs are bare and trown,

The oak and beech are leafless all,
The wiliows shirer by tbe stream.

And sadly sigh—when snowflakes fall 1

Then boldly on tbe cbul hillside
The pine-trees lift thbeir heads on high.
As, one by one, like pailid motha,
The whirliog flakes flit swiftly by;
ur, if a sudden sunbeam dares
To pieice the cloudy leaden pall,
Thair branches gleam with frost-gems bright—
When fleecy snowflakes cease to fall!

The north wind reveis in tbeir boughs,
Aud singa them martial melodies.
Ere rusking down the mountain-side.
He lingers 'mid the lofty trees,
Whose branches wear a beauty new
When hoar-frosc glitters on them all.
And weavee for them rich chaina of gems
At Uhristmas-tide—when snowflakes fall!
Maud E. Sakoeiit.

HOW LANGUAGES GEEW.

1HE earliest human inhabitants of the earti had no
language such as we llave to-day. They spoke to
one another largely in signs and gestures, pointing at a
man or an object for want of a iame. Children do the
same thing to-day when they want to cali atienlion to
sometbing of whbich they do not know tbe fAame.
Exclamations like ‘Oh! Ah ! Eh!’ haré been used
from the very earliest times to expresa such varied
feelings as surprise. pain, sorrow, iiuereat, disgust, and
contempt. And these words, or ‘sound gestures,’” are
the same in all modern laiigusges.

Not only were actions imitated in dumb-show, but
natural sounds were also imitated, and the sounda made
were used as flames. For example, ' ka-ka' means crow,
in Sanskrit, and ‘pipit means wbistle in the Malay
language. Words similar to these were probably the
earliest words used.

The wonderfully eomplicated langiisges of the present
day, that boys and girU find so dilficult to leam. have
all grown out of such small beginniugs as these, just as
a chicken comes out of an egg and an oak-tree from a
tiny acom.

BAGHDAD.
The Paiiy City of the ‘ Arabian Nights.’
1.

T was in a moonlight rush, we are told, that the
Mesopotamian army, coneisting of Brilish and
Indian troops, captured tbe city of liaghdad, A mooii-
light rush—how well it eeems to fit in with our ideas,
for js there any one who does not think of Baghdad as a
fairy city ? Its very rame tecalis to mind its one-tirae
ruler, the Caliph Illaroun Al-Raschid, and the Arabian
yiffhts, wboee pages record in fascinating, picturesque
story the splendour of this greatest and (as it was then)
most renowned city of the world. But siuce those davs
it has known many different masters and has passéd
tLrough various ups and downs.

Baghdad must be one of the oldest cities in the world,
for a pMce of some importance, oalled Bagh-da-du,
existed near (if not actually on the same spot) asearly as
2000 B.c,, and there are proofs that even this was not the
earliestcity butwas built on the site of a still older one.

However, all this belongs to a very dim and legendary
past—the interest for us begius with the rise of the
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liistoricftl City, as we may cali jt, so we wiil pass on to
about tlie middle oi the eighth century, wlien this, like
llie pldar one, was founded on a bank of the river

fame liad evidently taken firm posseasion
of the site, and was inherited by the new City in the
slightly altered form o f' BaghdasS.’

it was planned and buit by the Arab caliph, EI

Alansur, who was the second of the ‘ Abbaside ' rulers—
aname they derivad from Abbas, Unele of Mahomet the
1ropbet, and the founder of tbe dynasty, or line, who
tuled as Caliphs = of Baghdad from that time onward
for about Bve hundred jears,
_ But before describing the place itself, let ns «ee where
it 8to be found. We must loofc for it in the south-
weatem part of Turkey in Asia, in the plain which lies
Mtween the two historie rivers, Euphrates and Tigris__
Mesopotamia, ae it js called (a meaning ‘ between
the rivera’), and, according to our Bible, the land which
was the eradle of the human race and thefirst inhabited
part of the World,

El Mansur built his city on the western bank of the
Tigris, 1t WM circular in form and enclosed by three
walls and a ditch. Between the outer wall (which was
about four miles rowid) and the second one, there was
an open ring which could be patrolled, the object of this
arrangement being, we are told, ‘to prevent enemies or
traitors outeide from communioating with tbeir friends
within." Between the second and tnird walls were-the
houses of the city, while inside the third was vet

space, sufficiently large for troops to maiiceuvre
m. The centre of all was oceupied by the raosque and
the caliph<palace, or ‘ Golden liate.” There were four
gates, looking to the four pointa of the compasa ; roads
ran from th ~ to the centre, dividing the city into four
quarters. Upon the opposite, or east bank of the river,
a suburb rapidly sprang up ; this speedily developed such
prosperity that soon it outrivalled in importance the
round city on ihe weatem side.

The new Baghdad continued to grow and prosper,
until by the time Haroun Al-Raschid became Caliph it
not only contained something like two million inhabit-
ants but, with the additional improvements made bv
him, became the greatest and most renowned city in the
World, celebrated for its splendid mosquee and palaces;
~  luxurioua gardens; its flourishing colleges; its
basaars, or shops, thronged with merchante; its carpet

wonderful canals; while under Haroun
Al-Kaschid, as well as under his son and euccessor, it
became the centre'of Arabio leaming and Science, for
10T gathered clever men in all branches of know-
»in' tte things they gave to the World were
Algebra and the Arabio numerais (0,1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7,
O V); fames of many of the groupe of stars in the
neavens; while to descead to something less important,
ihough decidedly useiul, it is to them we owe the gilding
nnd silvermg of nills. And Baghdad, the wonder city,
aail but one rival in the arta of literature and science—
tbat was Cordova, which, however, it far surpassed in
N e&lth.

But Haroun Al-Rasehid conjures up also the Baghdad
t_tl« Araétan Nighu, for numbers of the tales con-
wined m it are supposed to belong to the times of the
'~ I'pbs, and especially to his reign. Indeed, he took an

suocessore of Mahomet. The Caliph.
Bovernoi® holag the hcad of the religion, wae aleo suprema
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important part in many of the stories, for, we are told,
it was the ciistom~f the Caliph * Alraschid the Just’ to
walk at night time through the city, attended by his
grand virier and his cLief of bousehold (all disguised as
merebants), in order to see for himself tbe condition of
his people and to hear what was reported of his court
and government, Very familiar to most English children
are most of the tales in which he figures, and iierbaps
none more so tban ‘ Ali Baba and the Forty Inieies’
and ‘Srabad the Sailor.” Although many of che stories
of the Arabian Nights are purely fairy tales, those which
relate to Haroun Al-Baschid are really historical and
have the further valué of helping, beneath their amuse-
ment, to give us some idea of Easiern manners and
customs, and also of the spleudour which once marked
out the Araiian Xight&' city.

Baghdad not only continued to flourlsh, but also
remained, from the time of its foundation in 763
(except for an interval of some fifty years) the seat of
the Caliphate. As might be expected, however, so
beautiful, wealthy, and famous a city was the envy of
many nations, and about the middle of the thirteenth
century a powerful enemy appeared at its gatea—ilulaku
Khan, the Mongol, who stormed and entered the city,
taking prisoner the last Caliph and eventually putting
him to death, thus bringing to an end the Abbaside
dynasty.

\'ery tr”ic too is the account of the city itself at this
juncture when, in the height of its prosperity, it was at-
tacked and pillaged by its fierce enemv, who demoiished
mosquea and palaces, and after torturiiig and murdering
thousands of its people—not even sparing its learned
men and professors®—deslroyed or carried away its
priceless treasures,

Nor was this by any means all the damage done by
llulaku—in one single year he ruined their wonderful
artificial waterways, or canals, thus deatroying, we are
told, ‘ the Work of three hundred generations.” As we
haw already seen, Mesopotamia is a large flat, treeless
plain, to the level of which its rivera rise during the
rainy season. Being a hot climale, the irrigation, or
watering, of the soil is of supreme importance. In
ancient days its irrigation systems (dating back to tbe
timeof Abraham) were not only most carefully attended
to but were very perfect,with the result that this other-
wise dry plain became so fertile tbat it gained the flame
of ‘the granary of theworld,” Owing to the destruction,
by Hulaku and his Mongol bordes, of the wateriug
Systems, this again became a desert.

tor one hundred and fifty years Hulaku and his
descendants ruled over Baghdad, and then they, in turn,
were dricen out by a still stronger enemy—Timur tbe
Lame (or Tameriane).

From this time onwards Baghdad became a mere bone
oi contention between the Turks aud Persians, owning
Bometimes one as master, sometimes the other, finally
faliing, in 1688, into the hands of the Turks, in whose
poasession it remained until that memorable moonlight
nightinMarch, 1917, when, as a result of the fine leader-
ship of General Sir Stanley Maude, and bravery on the
part of the troops under his command, the historie city
of Baghdad was captured (in spite of m at difficulties)
from the Turks and their allies, the Germans. It isa
victory that will live in history on account of theheroic
valour of our army in Crossing the Diala River, crew
after crew pushing forward, without wavering, to eercain

death. {Conciudad onpagt 35.)
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