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Ai thor oí ‘ Tht Secreí YaUey,' tic., etc. 
(Continued trom page 47.1 

CHAPTEB IV.

MOST eagerly Brian jumped up to follow, but 
Chinna stood coiisidvring bim lor a momenC, and 

then pointed to bis feet. ‘  Take ofE tbose leatber co\ er- 
ings,’ be said. ‘ And bind thy feet with soft cloth only. 
To-morrow 1 will make thee sboea of grass, meet for 
a hunter's work.’

And wbile Brian, nothing lotb, pulled ofi bis shoes 
and wound bis stockings round bis feet, Chinna disap- 
jieared into tbe but, and carne out again, carrvíng three 
« r  four arrows of an unusual appearaiice, for tbe bead 
ot eacb vas smeared witb some dark substance. Chinna 
-«rapped a green leaf around these arrowa to keep tbein 
apart from tbe otbera; and tben, picking up a stone, lie 
flung it on tbe beap at tbe foot of tbe tree. And, after- 
Tvards, be signad to Brian to follow bim, and the two 
disappeared into tbe forest.

'VVbydid be throw a stone on that beap ? ’ Frederick 
asked o í Mrs. Chinna ¡mmediately.

‘ Itwas an offering to the spirits who Uve in the tree- 
|runk,' Mrs. Chinna explainea. ‘  That there raight be 
Euceess in tbe bunting. And, always, morning and 
«veniug, do we add a stone that nothing may come near 
to harm us. And erer haré the spirits granted us their 
protection, and made the tree tbeir borne. WLen tb e y  
are angry, then harm will befall tbe tree, and tbey ■will 
depart. Thus we sball know.’

And sbe stooped and picked up a stone. and ñung it on 
tbe beap. ‘ Lest I  sbould bave given oífence,’ sbe added 
bastily, ‘ by talking so freely of such great ones. I t  is 
lonely in the foreat when my man goes bunting,’  she 
■went on presentí y. ‘  Glad am I, very glad, that ye bave 
come to keep me company.'

It certainly did not seem a good moment to suggeat 
again that tbey sbould take their departure, and so 
Nancy asked ; ‘ llave you lived in this clearingfor avery 
long time ? Where are your own people ? ’

‘ Tbey Uve in tbe forest also,' said Mrs. Chinna, ‘ But 
not too near, that eacb may not spoil tbe otber’s bunting. 
And tbU has been our borne since my man bougbt me 
drom my father. Proud was I  that so great a hunter 
ehould cboose me as bis wife. Proud was my father 
also, and he paid mucb money that 1 sbould be duly 
decorated for the bonour.’

And she p >inted to ber bare legs whicb were covered 
•witb the most elabórate pattems, tattooed on tbe skin, 
and then painted blue. So interwoven were tbe many 
linee tbat, at a little distance, Mrs. Chinna seemed to be 
dressed in long blue trousers beneath the ebort blue 
skirt sbe wore. In addition to tbis skirt sbe had a piece 
■oí white cotton cloth loosely draped round her shoulders, 
«ne end of whicb sbe sometimee tbrew over ber bead, 
Sbe was also bedecked with a quantity of cbeap Indian 
jewetlery, and had buge earriiigs in ber ears, and a Loop 
ring in ller nose.

Sl)e began now to busy herself with various tasks, 
fcuetling bitber and tbitber like a cbeerful, fusey, btack 
ant, Sbe collected tbe best of tbe peaheu's featbers, 
and 1aid tbeni aside carefullv that tbey migbt be used 
later for winging arrows. Sbe scrubbéd tbe big brass 
pot in whicb the stew Lad been cooked until it sbone as

brigbtly as a piece of glass. And, lastly, she brouglit 
out a little wooden comb, and began to pasa it tbrougli 
lier long black hair with one batid, wbile sbe rubbéd 
cocoanut oil into tbe roots witb tbe otber. And, all 
tbe wbile, sbe found breath and leisure to ask Nancy a 
atream of questions, and listened to tbe- answers as 
l'rederick would listen to a fairy tale.

‘ And ve live in a house far bigger than ours,' sbe 
said. ‘ "tt’ itb manv rooms ? And ye have servants to 
wait uponvou" \Vithout doubt ye are tbe sons and 
daiighter o'f some great king. l ’resently, will yO ur 
parents send to fetcb you “ Indeed, there is no need 
tbat my man sbould leave the forest as ye did ■vvisb bim 
to do.’

‘ But tbey won't know where to look for us,' Nancy 
objected.

Whereupon Mrs. Chinna sbook ber bead vigorously. 
‘ Never will tbey be content until tbey Jind you again,’ 
she said. ‘ Lo, children draw the beart after them os 
the flower draws the bee to its honey. Would 1 not 
seek for a lo«t cbild of mine until I  found it, living or 
dead'? Be content then. A ll will be well. And now 
we will gatber wood for tbe fire tbat it may be warm 
and pleasant against the return of the men.’

And Mrs. Cttinna began to trot about Üie clearing, or, 
ratber, round the edge of it, coilecting armfuls of dry 
w ood; and Nancy and Frederick, mucb amused tbat 
Brian sbould be called a man, helped to collect wood 
also. And Nancy, as she worked, thought of what Mrs- 
Cbinna had said, and more and more reasonable did 
it appear. Surely, the search for tbem -would never be 
abandoned until their fate was definitóly known ? 
Surely, a search party migbt at any moment appear ? 
Tbey eouldnot be far from tbemain course of the river, 
as tbe forest bad been visible from its banks. In any 
case, it seemed tbat the most foolish thing that tbey 
could do was to wander off again alone, and lose their 
way as tbey had lost ¡t before, and get further tban ever 
from the river, and flnd no kind Chinna to feed and pro- 
tect tbem. .And be crueily treated, perbaps, by the 
treacberous villagers of whom he had spoken.

‘ Nancy,’ calied Frederick at tbis point in a startled 
voioe. ‘ There’s things in the trees. I  expect it’s 
Cbmna's spirits. Come and look.'

l ie  had wandered a little way from tbe clearing, and 
now carne runníng back again. And, from the tiees 
above bis bead, broke out a loud clattering and cbatter- 
itig, and a shower of leaves and twigs carne fluttering 
down. Buf, before Frederick bad time to be really 
frigbtened. Mrs. Chinna called, smiüng, ‘ It is but tbe 
raonkeys, little one, who guard our borne for us. Tbey 
are our sentinels. Always tbey give us waming of 
any thing strange or dangerous. Tbey have been all 
day feeding in tbe foresta, and so tbey do not know as 
yet that ye are our friends. But, soon, tbey will 
underatand.’

Sbe went into the but, and brought out a bandful of 
grain, and tbrew it on tbe ground. And, from tbe 
trees, the monkeys carne swarming, pusbing against 
eacb otber, snatcbing at the food, quarrelling and 
capering. Tbey were of every sise and everv age, from 
the buge leaders of tbe flock to the tiniest bables. 
These last were boldest of all, and sidled nearest to the 
hut, until their motbers caught them, and sbook and 
seolded tbem. And then the whole troop scuttered into 
tbe trees as a shout carne from tbe darkening forest.

(Continuad onpafft 68.)
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SONGS ■WITHOUT WORDS.

IN tLe streamiet that gently flowa on tbrouirh the 
mead,

In the song of the wind, tliere is mugie indeed;
In the hum of the bee and llie carol o f birds 
There are melodieg sweet, there are sones witbout 

words.

In the tones tbat fnr i>ity and tendcriiess plead.
In the leord tbat forgiveg, there is inusic indeed ;
In the sighs of compassion from Ixive’s tender cbordí, 
There are melodies sweet, there are songa without

F r a n k  E l i .i s .

H O W  SOME R E G IM EIÍTS GOT TH EIR 
ÑAMES.

Th e r e  are some regiments wbnse ñames are easv 
to explain, whiJe others are more dilRcult, i'or 

inftaiice, any boy could say whv one regiment is called 
the Northamptons or the Doriets; but not so many 
woiild be ready with a reason for Ibe ñame Hussars. 
T h-n, why shouid some be called üuards and others not ?

The Guards are so named because originaliy it was 
their special duty to guard the pergon of the priiice or 
king, from ■wbich it will he easy to under.stand the 
ineaning c í  Life Guards. Another narae for these 
regiments is Household troop, and iu the llriiish Array 
tiiere are six regiments, some caralry, others infantrjs 
tvhose peculiar duty is to attend the sorereign aiid 
defend the metrópolis.

Uf these the Grenadier Guards arewell known bccause 
f f  the song, |The British GrenadierS.’ There are two 
linea in it which indícate howthe ñame carne to be giren. 
'J’hey are—

‘ Our leaders march with fuses 
And we with hand grenades,’

The Grenadiers, years ago, were the men who weiit in 
front of the infantry and tiirew grenades or bomhs at 
the enemy. Aa the betfer the thrower, the more tlie 
destruction done, the rery strongest men were pieked 
for this. A  Champion cricket-bali thrower would have 
stood a good chance. Grenades, which are small ahells 
of iron or glass filled with explosives and bits of iron, 
are still thrown ¡n war, but not by any special regiment. 
Most of our men in tho trencbes have tried their hand 
nt throwing, and some have even made grenades out of 
jam tiñe.

The Word ‘ Dragoon’ would suggest to a thoughtful 
boy the other word, ‘ dragón.’ It it thought hy some 
that they are so caUed because in olden times they had 
a dragón on their standard, others suggest tliat’ it is 
because they were armed with a short musket called, 
in Erench, dragón. A  dra/oon used to be a soldier 
trained to fight either on horseback or fo o t : now the 
term is used for heavy cavalry. as opposed to hussars 
and lancers. The famous Scots Greys was the earliest 
dragoon regiment.

Of course, erery boy knows why the Lancers are sn 
called, hut clever men have tound the word ‘ Hussars ’ 
■One difiicult to explain. Jt was tbought bv some to be 
•due lo the fact that in olden times in llungerv one 
horse-soldier had to be provided from every gro'up of 
twenty families, tho word for twenty béing htun/. 
Others have considered it due to the raidiiig horse- 

• soldiers of a Mng of Ilungary, named Matthias Corvinus,

who lived about the time of the Wars of the Roses. 
This troop was iiickiiaraed ‘ the gooseherd,’ or ‘ hussar.’ 
Others, again, believe it to be an altered form of the 
same l^tin word from which our word * corsair,' meaning 
‘ ¡¡irate,’ comes.

Fusiliers, like the word Grenadiers, is one which 
lias gone out of date. In oldeti times, the men who 
belonged to these regiments were armed with a fu.sil, 
a gun with a piece of flint in the hammer for sfriking 
/iro and hghüiig the powder. It would go hard with 
the Fusiliers to-day if that was their oniy weapon. The 
riHe which is now in common use gaie its ñame to 
aeyeral regiments, as the Rifle Brigade, the Royal Irish 
Rifles, and King's Roval Rifle Corps.

One of the Guards, the Coidstreams, got its ñame 
from a sraall .Scottish village on tho River Tweed. 
llere, General Monk, who had a grest deal to do with 
tlie return of Charles IL , raised a troop of soldiers, and 
the ñame has kept with them ever since.

Other namesare easily traced. The Sherwood Foresters 
retninds us of Robín Hood and his merry men; the 
Welsh and Scottish Borderers take us baok to the times 
when the knd between England and .Scotland, and 
V ales and England, was the scene of mauy a Aeree 
fight; whilst the Ilighlanders are an evideiice of the 
wisdom of the great William Pitt. You remember how 
in olden times the daring inhabitante of the flighlands 
were ever ready for a fight. They were alwaysa tiouble 
to the ofBcers of the law until Pitt thought, if they loved 
fighting 80 weli, they would make good soldiers of the 
King. l ie  started to enrol them in 1757, and two years 
later they wereamongst the first who scaled the clifls at 
Quebec and followed VVolfe to victory and to deatb,

But whatever the origin of the ñames of our regiments, 
we know the soldiers in them will carry out the spirit 
of Nelson’s command, ‘ England expecis every man to 
do Lis duty.’ P. H awkins.

A L L  T H E  T E A R  R O U N D .
^ 0  plentiful is the provisión made for man that 
k j  harvesting is aitoai/t going on in the world, in 
one^place or another. In Janoary, wheat is being eut 
in New Zealand aud in the vast fields of the Argentine. 
Uuririg the two followiug months it is cut in Egypt and 
the East Indies. In April, Asia Minor, Cyprus, Cuba, 
and Persia have their harvest. China and Japan have 
theirs in May. Reapers in Turkey, Greece, Spsin, 
Southern France, and most of the Southern States of 
America, are cutting wheat in June, which isthe busiest 
harvesting month of the year. July is horvesting-time 
in the more northerly American States, also in Germany, 
Austria, and some parts of Russia. Áugust is our own 
harvest season; that of Sweden and Norway is Sep- 
tember and October. Pera aud South Africa gather 
in their corn during November and December, Thus 
harvesting goes on all the year round. E, Dyke.

T H E  R O M A N C E  O F  T H E  S P IC E  T R A B E . 
I I . - T H E  P E P P E E E R S  A N D  T H E  N U TM EG.

IM ü S T  tell you now what the shops of aiicient times, 
where our spices were sold, were like. It seems 

that when our cities and towns were first built, very 
little thought was given to the neeessity for shops l 
They developed gradually from the markets of which I

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



5á C H A T T E R B O X . No. VII.

bare already told you. Trades began to sepárate from 
one anotber, like trades seeming to attract one anotber, 
80 tbat in csertain parta of cities or towns you found 
thein lÍTÍng as neighboura. TMa seems strange to us 
now, beciuse we do not usually find a nuinber of 
drajuTs, say, takiug up their reaidence io the same Street.

But so it was ¡D olden times. A. tradesman and bis 
family would reside in the upper floors of the house 
(which generally had overhanging floors), and he would 
manufacture bis goods or store bis mercbandise on the 
ground-floor and in the back premises. He generally 
had several apprentices, wbo had to serve for a number 
of years under their master, thus thoroughly leaming 
the trade. (I will tell you more about apprentices later.) 
For ahops the trader then had narrow trestle-tahles 
outside bis front Windows, or in the road in front o f  his 
house. Here the goods were introduced to the passers-by 
by the apprentices, wbo would vie with one anotber in 
trying to obtain the custom of the puhlic, making, I 
fear, a terrible noise with their shouts !

1 alwavs think of those times when I  pass that quaint 
bit o f oíd' London known as ‘ Ilolbom  Bars.’ There you 
can picture happening just what I  have told you. 
There are the overhanging floors, and the low shops 
with very unimportant Windows; no douht these were 
very fine shops in Elizabeth's day ¡

The gathering together of tradesmen of like trades is 
even in these days indieated by the ñames of streets, 
not only in London, but in many other eities and towns. 
In Westcheap (now Cheapside) and Eastcheap were to 
be found what we should now calí provisión merchants, 
that is, they sold cheese, spices, bread. &c. Eastcheap 
was the borne of the most important butchers. Part of 
Cheapside, stil! called ‘ Poultry,’ tells its own tale. In 
Chester, a most delightful oíd city, where are many

examples of ancient shops there called ‘ Eows,’ you find 
a Pepper Street; in Norwich there is still a S^eery 
Bow, and in Dartmouth there is a Butter Walk. There 
are lots of reminders of oíd husiness ways in ancient 
towns, and the ñames of streets will often reveal to you 
much interesting history.

W ith the increase of trade and the estahlishment of 
shops carne the formation of craftrgilds. In early times 
there were many gilds, their work being to regúlate the 
rules of their trade and see that they were Sept; and 
to see, also, that no one was allowed to trade unless he 
had served his proper number of years o f  apprenticeship.

Then, too, a person in some cases could not just come 
into a town and set up a shop for his trade; he had to 
he formally adraitted, and eupported hy aix men of the 
town, who undertook that he was of good charactec and 
a desirahle addition to the tow n!

Now the spice trade at this time was conducted by 
Spicers and I*epperers. I t  seems queer to us in these 
times that people should actually make their liviogs, 
and good livings, too, hy dealing only in spices. A s I  
have said before, we do not lay so much store by spices 
in these days—tiiey are more common. But you must 
understand that in early times the food of the people

fi.
Y0Un«[Q
NUT-MI6

n o n  
ME6 COYfilC
wrrn hace

MUCn Y0UN6ÍR 
NUT-mes

5. SPDAY OF NUT-ME6 IN filUIT
was very rougb and very unappetising, and so, to make 
it more acceptahle, it was often hignly spiced. Thus

Ki see ápices were of greater concern then than now. 
ese spices were hrought great distances hy land and
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by sea at imnMnse expense and peril, and -were eold at 
Tery hcgL prices, Among the rici, too, spiced drinks 
were very popular ; in fact. spices were among the chief 
luxuries of the time. W ith tbese explanatioiis, it is 
easy to see how the trade of the Spicer carne about, and 
cODsequently Gilds of Spicers aróse in different parta of 
the country.

Bul an o’lder and more important gild than the Spicers

FlESny OUTER 
COVER

t o m o  COVE# ^  
t>MCn COIOUR 
MACE CDIHtON 
WT SHEU DARK BROWN)

H0T-ME6 COVEREO
Wirn HACE S  SNEU

4. A aiPE FRuir or vne nu t -m e s

waa the Pepperers, though it ia rery difficult to make 
out what was the difference between their trades. In a 
tery intereating book, called TlSe 'Grocery Trtule, by 
J. Anbrey Keea, I  found a copy of certain rules whien 
the Pepperers made and entorced, with the help of the

MACE
S llEU  
OF NÜT,

SHELL 
OF KUT

MACE

S. NÜT-MEG' 
IHMACtlSflEU

MACE
NUT IH

.  SHELL

MACE

6. NUT-MCe Wffn HACE comw um
Mayor of Lcndon and bis Aldermen. I  copy ttiem 
here, as they gire you a tery good ¡dea of the power 
and importance of the Pepperers’ Gild. Here they

‘ That no one in the trade, or other person in his ñame 
o r fc»  him, shall mix any of the wares, that is to aay, 
shall put oíd things into new, or new things with oíd, 
by reason whereof the good thing may )>e impaired by 
the o íd ; ñor yet things of one fx îce, or of one sort, with 

things of another priee or of anotheraort.
_ That no person shall sub any manner of Wares ’ (that 
»s to say, to arrange tarious bales so as to make the ends

of the bale contain better goods than the inn«r part, and 
thus deceive the buyer into thinking the whole bale crf 
one high quality).

‘ That no one shall moisten anv manner o f  mer- 
chandise, such as saflron, alum, ginger, clores, and such 
tnanner of things as may admit of being moistened; 
that is to say, by steeping ginger, or tuming the saffron 
out of the sack and then anointing it or bathing ¡t in 
water, or any deterioration arise to the merchaudSe.

‘ That erery vendor shall gire to his buyer the thing 
that is on sale by the hundredweight of 112 pounds to 
the hundredweight, 16 ounces to go to  every pound, 
save (that) things confected and powdered are to be soId 
by the 12 ounces to the pound, the same as always been 
the custom. Also that all their weights shall agree the 
one with the other.’ ^

You will see by this that there were some rogues in 
trade in those days, as always ! The reason for the first 
parf of this document was to prerent adulteration.

n m s

NET

nooiE roR m iiiit
FRUII FAtlM TM E

\iSAMBCO

7 NET BASKETS 8.NUT-ME6
IMWHIC11HUT-ME65 ARE CAIKEREO AS WE KNOW IT

SPtT WHERE IT mS 
10INEDJ6 STAIK

Then the next psrt. refera to the fact that deception» 
•were often practised on buyers. This happens now 
sometimes. Take the case of strawberries: yon wiü 
someümes get a bashet with beauties on the top, but 
rubbish at the bpttom ! Then as to ‘ Moistening ’ : this 
18 an oíd tnck for making things tteigh more, and thus 
the trader would get more money for his goods.

Now, M I haré already said, the Banda Islands were 
the chtef centre of the N utm ^ trade manv rears 
a<ro. I  want you to fully realise the aire o'f these

í»«e PageIJj. Ihere aro really ten islands in this group, but 
some aw so small that I  haré not put them in. The 
larKst island is Lonthor or Great Banda, and it is more 
or leM crescent-sbaped; its greatest length is sis miles, 
acd its greattífit width is one mile and a half; so you 
see eren that largest island is quite small. Nutmegs 
grow and haré grown for hundreds of years there quite 
m idf they require practicaily no cultiration and no 
znauure. They nerer develop any forms of disease, as
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f iante usually do whea they are made to grow away 
rom their native soil.
In  Bickmore's Travelt in the Eaetem  Archipflayo I 

read that durinj most of the sixteenth century the 
Portugiiese were masters of Banda, but in 1609 the lliitch 
made up their minda that they woiild take posaeseion. 
So they went out with what was then a gruat forcé, of 
seven hundred men; but they had a very warra reception. 
Though Banda is only a very email bit of the world, 
the then ocoimants fought very hard to keep their rieh 
possessions. It took the Dutch eighfeen years to con- 
quer the Portugueee, but when they did finally manage 
ii they had killed quite a quarter of the natives, and 
the remainder went away to other islands. So the 
llutch had to find peoplp to work their gardens, and to 
do this they ürst o f  all brought slaves, and later (when 
slavery was forbidden) they had convicta to do the 
Work. When Mr. Bickmore visited these islands, many 
of the people he could at once recc^ise as convicta, for 
they were compelled to wear iron rings round their 
necks.

The Dutch kept the entire nutmeg trade to them- 
aelves for many years. To do this tiiey used to destroy 
ali the trees which they could find growing on other 
islands. Nutraegs are now cultivated lareely in South 
America and the West Indies, but nowhere do they 
grow so perfectly as in their native islands of Banda.

Now let me tell yon what they are like growing. 
The proper ñame for the nutmeg is M yrütica fragrant. 
It belongs to the same family as the Myrtles, which I  
expect you know quite well. Like them, the nutmeg 
has beautiful clear gieen, glossv, evergreen leaves, 
rather like those of our laurels. Ü e  trees when fuUv 
grown are from twenty to thirty feet high, and bruncii 
nearly to the ground, forming í>eautiful compact trees. 
They are generally sheltered by huge Canari trees, of 
which I  will tell you more later,

T o understand the nutmeg properly I  muat introduce 
a little botany, but I  ara sure you will forgive me. i ’ ou 
know that to forra a fruit, ^ lle n  from stamens must 
reach the pistil of a flower. Now, the nutmeg has its 
stamens and piatíls on diCerent trees, and so sume of 
both kinds have to be grown; theproportion is about 
two-thirds pistil-carrying, and one-third stamen-carrviug, 
80 you see that not aU the trees carry fruits.

In fig. 1, I  show you a spray of nutmeg in hloom. 
The flowers are of a deep cream colour, and they have 
only three potáis; but the details here are too smail to 
show which form of ftowers they are. In fig. 2, I  give 
a drawing of each kind cut open. The climate in these 
spioe islands is M hot, all the yesr round, that Üowers 
and fruits in various stagea are always to be found.

The fruits when ripe are very lite penches both in 
size and colour. When quite ripe they split into two 
equal parte, ahowing within a dark brown niit covered 
with a beautiful tracery of crimson, Pig. .3 shows a 
spray of nutm ^ in fruit, carrying fruits in various 
steges of ripeness. The crimson tracery on the nuts is 
what is known in comraerce as Mace. Fig. 4 shows a 
ripe fruit with nut within. Fig. 5 depiets the nut and 
mace wLthout the outer cover. Fig. 6 represente a iiiit 
from which the mace is separating. The ripe fruits are 
coilected from the trees in a sort of net bag suspended 
on bamboos, something like my sketch in fig, 7.

Tile outer cover is removed and the mace stripped 
from the nut. The mace ¡s dried in the sun in baskete 
till quite light yellow in colour. It is theu readv for

use, and is packed in casks and shipped oS to commer- 
ciaí centres.

The unte ,nre spread out on travs under which is a 
slow flre by which they are dried, V'hen they are quite 
dry, the kemel rattles in its outer cover; this cover i» 
removed by Imnd, and the nutmegs, as you know theni, 
are the kemels (fig. 8). These are soned out in sizes 
and packed iu teak casks. These cnsks are marked with 
the year in which the contenta were grown and the 
ñame of the ‘ park’ where they were grown. (Park is 
the ñame by which the gardens of nutmegs are known.)

A ll that then remsins for them is to be sent to 
market. A t one tiuie these bales of precious spices used 
to be carried many miles across the continente which lie 
between the spice islands and us. The carciers were 
many months on their joumev, and encountereJ ex- 
perieuces and adventures of the most thrilliiig kinds. 
Their merchnndise was known to be of great valué and, 
in consequence, they were ofteu attacked by bands of 
robbers auxious to capture their goods. Many Uves 
■Were lost in these fights, and much pluck and endurance 
was e.xhibited inthe bringing of those ápices toFugland. 
J..ater, wben a sea passsge was found, of course tbe 
trade was carried on always by sea, but even here 
piratea were iu wait to capture the valuable cargoe», 
and many a sea fight has been fought over tbese ápices, 
and suma were paid for them in those oíd times which 
make us wonder now that thev could have been worth 
it all!

Ih e  sketches of the nutmeg shown jn this article 
were made from ¡llustrations ^indly placed at my dis- 
posal by the authorities at the Natural History Museum, 
South Kensington. E. M. Barlow .

B LIN D  M EN ’S DOGS.
still sometimes See a blind man led along the 

T V streets bv a dog attached to a chain or leash. 
These blind mcii's dogs are not so often seen now as they 
used to be, {>os^ibly because the traffic o f the Street.», 
though so much greater than of oíd, is better regulated. 
and blind men find that they can get about from place 
to place without any other le lp  than that which they 
receive from the pólice and from kind-hearted strangera.

But in years goiie by it was not uneommon to see a 
blind musician or a newsvendor accompanied by bis dog. 
Usually such a man would take up bis stand all day 
at some husy comer, where he was well known to many 
of the people wbo regularly passed that way. Tliere the 
dog, baving brought hira from home, would sit by hi* 
side until the time carne for returning. It must have 
been a rather sad life for any dog to sit patiently on duty 
all day, while other dogs enjoyed their freedom ¡ but 
knowing how iiiuch dogs epjoy turnan society, and how 
much they are attached to their masters, the lot of the 
blind man's dog -was, ptrhaps, not so hard as tt e might 
think it to be,

The use of dogs as guides and protectora of blind raen 
goes back to remóte times, and, with the exception of 
Imntingandwatching, is one of the oldest uses to which 
they have been put. Jn one of the manuscripts in the 
British Museum there is a picture of a blind beggar 
beiiig led by a dog. This picture is nearly six himdred 
vears oíd, and the man is uressed in a long cloak -with 
Iianging sleeves, and a hood which covers all but his face. 
He wesrs long shoes with poínted toes, and carries a staff 
as tall as himselt. Helool.s, in fact,just like a pilgrim;
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and Í6 is quite possible that he journeyed from town 
lo town like the piiírims, begging by the way, and 
l'tóging at Dight in tbe inns or in the giieat-bouses of 
the monaatenee, just as the pilgrims dLd. IILs dog, 
which looks rather like a fox, is held by a Inng leash.

In St. Mary’s Churcb, Lambeth, there is a window 
known as the ‘ Pedlar's Window.’ Thechurch is nearly 
tive hundred years oíd, and it is said that about the time 
wben it waa new a pedlar left an acre of land to ihe

Csrish of lambeth, on condition that a window should 
5 set up in tbe church, and that he and bis dog should 

be represented in the window. As time passed, the 
nore of land became mc»v Snd more Taluable, and now, 
it is said, the renta fr«fi it amount toathousand pounds 
a year. Some yeara ago ihe Pedlar's Window wa« 
removed, and another one was put in its place; but the 
changB aroused the indignation of laaiiy people, who 
thought that the pedlar's memory ought to he fullv 
r^pected, and these people raised'such an outcry that 
the oíd window had to be restored.

In the time of Shakespeare the city watcbmen were 
often accompanied upon their rounda bv dogs. In the 
dark and nanow streets, full o f  cornérs, archea, and 
passa^a where thieves and other evil-doers might lurk 
unnotieed by tbe passing watchmen, alert doga miist 
haré been very useful, both for flnding the hiders and 
protecüng the watchmen. A t tjie present time watcli- 
dogs are beingused for the same purposes upon our docks 
and aleo in the streets of many foreign towns. Tbe 
watcbdc^s of Shakespeare's time sometimes followed 
at the heels of the watchroan, and were sometimes led 
by a Chain. W , A. A tkissos .

TH E  PH AN TO M  ÍU N D S,
A  Schoo! Story.

TR E A C IIE R  was not a popular boy at Longford’s. 
Not that he exer interfi red with any one or com-

Ílained of the unjust way in which many tteated him ;
ut the fact that he found bis own sociefv sufflcienllv 

entertaining was regarded by the commum'ty oí wbicii 
he was a member as a distiiíct insult.

‘ I  oan’t do with a silent core,’  Kenneth Wataon 
to bis chutn, Galloway. ‘ Oneneve • lows what be is 
going to bo up to next.’

Galloway quite agreed ; but it n i pointed out 
that these two boya were over-sensitise-voncerniiig the 
secret actions of others, becausc they liad a weaknesa 
ihemselves for forming aecret sorietiea. In a single teim 
Kenneth Watson had been known to establish at least 
twenfy clubs with mysierious rules and still more iin- 
accountable ñames. To none of these would Treacher 
seek election, and Lis wiilingness to hold aloof wns 
Tery gailing. Treacher did not eare for secret aocieties ; 
Treacher had other matters to occupy hia mind, and 
on one occasion he stung the pre.sident and secretarv 
inio a State of fury by iiiforming them that he objected 
to the noisiness of .their secret doings. After that tbey 
let him go his way, but witbout foigiveness.

One altemoon when the Cbristmas tertn was drawing 
nrar its cióse, Treacher made a strange and wonderful 
discovery. In  the cnurseof a lonel/ ‘ mooch ’ about the 
deserted quarters of Longford he found himself in a 
ruinous out-building, the liistory of which gave rauch 
riiom for speculation to tlie more imaginative scholara of 
the oíd school. It was the general impresiffon amoiig 
such antiquarians that this huilding represented tbe

solé remaining fragment of a medifCTal eastie with a 
past far more glonoua than its present. The gardener 
at Longford dlsngreed entirely with auch romantic 
notions, and found it necessary to expresa his views 
pretty strongly at times in order to stop ‘ them inter- 
fering boya ’ from meddling with his fools and yarious 
garden produce, which be kept in the two gloomy, atore
apartments fumished by the ‘ Conquerors Keep ’__as
Treacher and Co. insisted on calling the place.

ün the aftemoon in questioo,Treacher Ladeóme with 
more tban hia usual enthusiasm to investígate the n aUs 
of the larger of the two ohambers: an enthusissni 
Btimulated by an exeiting story be bad iately read con- 
cerning a quantity of treasure hidden away within the 
walls of an ancient stronghold, and only revealed in 
modem days by the stroke of a workman's pickaxe.

‘ Ten to one,’  said Treacher to himself, ‘ that some- 
thing of the sort is hidden Lere. Anyhow, it’Il be a bit 
oí a lark to search for it.’

So be began at once the engrossing task. In  true and 
proper style be walked round tbechamber, tapping each

Í of ^  four walla with a stout stick. l ie  tapped them 
upljbd he tapped them down, searcely missing a single 

M 4 K  and at fast the sound he expected fell on his ears. 
.. ‘ There’s a hollow here,’ said Treacher, ‘ or why is the 
.sound 50 diill? There's a secret space bebiñd this 
stone! ’ The spot referred to was hardlv a foot above 
tbu-grovmd, and was in the wall which dívided the two 

i^chawbers. 'J'reacher wLipped out his knife. Immense 
Wáa Lis delight to flnd that by a little scraping of the 
mortal be could loesen tbe stone. A  moment more 
and it slipped bodily from its position to reveal a cavity 
that made Treacher gasp. He had provided himself 
with one of those delightful little electric torche?, so 
useful when pwring into sombre nooks and comers. He 
tumed a brilliant bea® into the cavity, and what Le 
saw was nothing short of bewiidering.’  A  number of 
andent-looking coins lay before him, resting comfort- 
ably en a crumpled document of weather-wom appear- 
ance. Treacher’a mouth watered. Here was matter 
for investigationt here was mystery of the most capti- 
vatiiig order! ^

■\Vith a greedy hand he swiftly took poesessidn of the 
Ireasure, but had hardly made it his own when a babel 
of voices on tbe furtber side of the wall filled him with 
dismay. His alarm was ail the greater wben he recog- 
iiised a m o ^  them the strident tones of Galloway and 
■\\at80D. Clearlv euoiigh tbey had chosen the second 
chiimber in the Conquerors ííeep as the trysting-place 
for tlieir secret society. With cautious hand Treacher 
slipped the stone back into its place j worked in a 
quantity of mortar and dust to hide all signs of its 
recent rejnova!, and stole sileiitly away.

‘ This is business 1’ said hetoLimsel'f when farenough 
oíl to feel safe. ‘ Little do the boobies guess what (hev 
miglit Laye found if tbey had had the sense to look.’  ' 

Clutching the treasure in the crumpied document, he 
liurried to a secluded córner of the common-room, and 
here, secure from prying eyes, he unfolded the wonder 
for closer inspeetioiL

Then did the unmistskabla signs of disappointmenr, 
concern, dread and fear, take possession of Treacher's 
face. Leapirg lo his feet, he Ibrust tlie treafUre-tro>e 
deep into bis pocket, and sped from the room, eager to 
compose himself before any one could detect his con­
fusión. His subsequent actions were circumspect in the 
extreme. (Cvnclud^d <m par/e 58.)
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