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W A N D E R E R S  I N  T H E  W A R .
Bt  a . a . Mkthley. 

iContisned from  239.)

I^ O R a  mnmentthere was eilenee, and tien Val clasped 
her liands, and turned to the yciungsoldi«reaeeriv. 

'A w a r !  Uh, how írightfuUy exciting! Do tel! me 
all about it. Who’s going to tíglic ? And where ? 
And why ? ’

•T\’ hv? ’ the man sirugged bis shouldere. ‘ "Wbo 
knoT?», "but it’s the Germana again—as it was betore— 
iii 1870. M y graiidmolber is oíd. She remembers. 
That is why she weeps.’

' Yes, I  remember.’  Susanne rose heavily from the 
bench on wbicb she bad been sitting, and stood up- 
right, looking very oíd and pathetic, in spite oí hec 
stont figure, and round, sunburnt face. ‘ I  remember it 
all. Forty years ago it was, and more, but it seems like 
yesterday. The Germana killed my husband and my 
«Idest son—and now it’s all commg over again.’

' Oh, no, jou  mustn’t say ihat.’ The soldier tbrew 
iback bis head, and showed bis wbit» teeth in a gay 
iaugh. ‘ I t  will be very dilferent this time. You will 
see. IVe shall ¿ve  tbe Prussians the beating they 
sieserve. M e shali teach them a lesson. But I  must be 
going. Good-bye, Grandmother, wish me good luck.' 
l ie  stooped and kíssed the tear^tained cneek afifec- 
lionalelv. ‘ Idademoiselle, farewell.’

And tben tíuzanne dried her eyes, like the brave 
Frenchwoman that she was, and steadied ber quivering 
lips into a smile, so that, when tbe young soldier bad 
•crossed the cobbled courtyard, and tumed at the gata 
for a last good-bye, he saw bis grandmother waving 
a  large and rather wet handkerchief to him, and kissing 
ber haud as cheerfully as íf  be were settingoff on some 
holidav excursión. I t  was oniy when the red and bine 
figure had quite disappeared round tbe comer that tbe 
oíd woman’s face chsuiged again, and she sunk down 
wearily on to the bench. ‘  You don’t understand what 
it means, you young ones,’  she said- ‘ But I  was here 
in 1870 when the Prussians carne to St. Denis— and 1 
know.’

CH APTE B  V U I.

TwENTy miles does not look much on a map, 
.«specially i f  the map is a small one, but when you 
come to walk tbe distance on a hot August day, and 
aeróse hilly, unfamiliar country, things are very 
dlfferent. Ib^er and Tules found this out to their 
coet, and thev were both very tired and footsore 
long hefore tbey carne to the end of tbeix day'e 
journey.

‘ Twenty miles! "Wby, tbat’snothing,’ lít^erhadsaid 
disdainfully, hefore they set out. ‘ It's only four times 
five miles, and any one can walk fonr miles in an hour. 
M'e’U cali it three miles an bour, as you’re rather small, 
Tules, and then thers will be resta. M'e ougbt lo get to 
St. Benis-sur-Meuse quite by tea-time.’

Tules bad nodded cheeritully, altbougb be did not 
understand a word of bis friend’s speecb, and at first 
everytbing bad gone well, and then they trudged along 
a t a good pace. Aa time went on, however, the miles 
seemed to become longer and longer, and when tea-time 
carne—or ratber íive o’clock, for tbere was no tea to be 
bad that day—the two wayfarers were still many miles 
from their íestination.

■M'e shall get tbere before dark,’ Roger declared, 
when they started ofi once more, after leaving tbe 
little town where they bad encountered the soluiers; 
and later on this was modified into ‘ W e shall « t  there 
some time to-night.' As dusk fell.however, he began to 
feel lesB confident, for they were in a tbickly-wooded 
district now, and with evety step the conntry seemed to 
grow wilder and more deserted. By seven o’clock they 
Ead lost their wav eompletely, and, had they only 
known it, were waíking steadiíy away from St. Denis 
instead of in ita direction.

A t last Tules gave up in despair, and sitting down on 
a moss-covered rock, announeed that he was too tired to 
walked any further. lo to  also seemed to be at his last 
gasp, and íooked a very draggled and woehegone little 
figure. He threw himself down at his master’s feet, 
and stretched himself with a sigb of relief and utter 
weariness.

Koger Iooked down at tbe exhausted couple ruefuUy, 
for although be could bardly understand a wordof the 
French boy’s explanation, it was quite evident that 
neither he ñor bis dog could go any further without a 
rest. ‘  A l l  right,’ he said. ‘ ío u  stay here, and 111 go 
and have a look round. Y'ou mav feel better before 
long, or perhaps tbere may be an inn near here where 
we can stay for the night, and get somethingto eat. I  
don’t know what to think about it, Tules, but I ’m most 
frigbtfully hungry.’

Tules léaned back against tbe rock bebind bim, and 
shut his eyes, and Rcger, with a ratber superior smile, 
walked on through the trees. He peered eagerly frem 
side to side as he went, on tbe look-out for some trace of 
a path or glimpse of a building.

I t  was nearly dark now, there in the forest, and the 
ground, besides being rough and uneven, was thickly 
overgyown with gorse, brambles, and low bushes, Tbe 
air was hot and beeyy, aod not a breath of wLnd stirred 
tbe branches. Except for the occasional hoot of an owl 
or the rustle of dead leares as some animal made it way 
tbrough tbe tbickets, tbere was not a sound to be heard, 
and Rogar could not belp an occasional shiver of nervous 
appiehenaion. I fe  was not at all a timid boy, as a rule, 
but be bad never been alone at night in a forest before, 
and the darkness, togethei with the unnatural silence, 
gave bim an eerie sensation. Ha feit as if  sometbing 
were Iving in wait, ready to spring out upon him from 
every shadow or thick clump of brushwocd. .

‘  ■'iVhat a horrible, creepy place this is,’ be said to 
himself, as he glanced round uneasily; and tben he 
remembered that be was fifteen, a man slmost, and 
much too oíd to be scared at foolisb fancies. He squared 
his shoulders and trudged on manfully, trying to recall 
tbe things be bad learnt as a boy scout, and to notice tbe 
sbapes and cbaracteiistics of tue trees and busbee, so 
that be might be able Eo find bis way back to tbe place 
where he bad left Tules.

A t  last, after walking for about a quarter of a mile, 
tbe boy saw in front of him a hííl wbicb rose sharply in 
a rocky peak from the forest. Jle made up his mind to 
climb this, thlnking that, perbaps, from tbe summit it 
would be possible to get a yiew of the surrounding 
country, for, i f  some village were in sight, where food 
and loáging could be obtained, all difficulties would be 
at an end, and it would be a simple matter to go on to 
St. Denis on the following day.

Val does not know that lun coming, so she won’t be 
disappointed,’ Roger told himself ¡ and fot his part be
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was not altogether «orrv that bis anival at the gcbool 
ahould be delayed He had thoroughly enjoved his 
tramp with Jtile?, aAd the one glimpse of warwiich the 
<lay had afEorded had been a glorious and encouragirg 
one. His heart beat quickly eteu now as be remem- 
hered tbe triumpbant miisic of the ‘ Marseillaise’ and 
bis ride on the flowet-decked gun. Tbe prospect of a 
hummer at Monkton Ashe Rectory seemed very dull and 
fomtnonplace in comparison with all the excitementa and 
vicissitudes of tbe past two days.

The Frendi were going to beat the Germans, of 
course, but that was in the future, and there would 
most likely be no battles for a long time. E T ery th in g  
had seemed so peaceful as he and Jules made their way 
Across country, and to-morrow would be quite time 
enoitgh for him and Yal to start on their bomeward 
ioumey. Roger did not foresee any difficulties about 
that joumey, and he could not help feeling sorry that 
his adTentures were coming to an end. He wished that 
he could dispateh Val under a safe escort to England. 
:ind atny on himself in France to share the experiences 
and excitements of his new friend, Jales.

These thoughts, and others like Ihem, flitttó throiigh 
ihe boy'a head as he scrambled up the hül, whicn, 
although not xery high, was steep, rugged, and thickly

frown with prícÜy bushes. He was hot and breathless 
y the time the summit was reached, and threw himself 

down among the beatber and whortle-berry bushes for a 
sbort rest. I t  was lighter here than it had been in the 
.gloomy forest beneath, and the air felt cooler and leas 
stiflirg.

After a few moments, Roger laised himself on one 
elbow and looked about, stüL panting after his 
exertions. A ll around could be seen a wide panorama 
of wooded bilis, standing out black ^ainst the clear, 
palé sky. in wbich a few stars were beginning to sparkle. 
'['here was no sign of any town or TÜlage, so far as could 
be seen at a first glance, but far away in the diatance 
was the silTery gleam of a rixer.

Roger was just beginning to wonder whetber he and 
Jules would have to spend the nigbt in the woods, when 
suddenly a strange buzzing ncúse broke the silence. I t  
was loud and insistent, like the humming of some 
gigantic insect, and the boy, startled out of his weari- 
ness, sat up and listened intently.

Not far away, on the apex of tbe hill, there was a 
great tree, and it seemed as if ¡twas from there that the 
noise carne. The tree was dead—perhaps it had been 
struck by lightning, for the huge branchea were leafless 
and stood out, gaunt and naked, ^ainst the sky. It 
was like tbe ghost of a tree, towering up there among 
the thick undergrowth, for most of the bark had fallen 
away from the massive, smooth trunk, and it glearoed 
palé and mysterious in the fading twilight.

The noise ceased after a few minutes as suddenly as 
it had begun, and in tbe following breathless silence it 
seemed to tbe boy that be beard a soft rustle, as if some
i,ne__or somethiiig—were moving among the dense
bushes that grew closely round the tree. He did not 
wait to hear anvthing more, but fled awax, stumbling 
through the low'undergrowth and almost hurling bim- 
self down the deep descent. A  sudden panic had seized 
him there on the lonely hill, and now he wos only 
snxious to reach the bottom of the slope and to have 
once more the comfortíble human companionship of 
little Jules.

íContiutd on paos 251.)

THE STORY OF SOME OBDERS AND  
DBCORATIONS.

I3y  Co n s t a n c b  M . F o o t .

IV.-ÜKDEKS OF CHIVAI.RY OF THE BRITISH 
KMPIRE.

4 L T H O U G II,  in common with all other ürders of 
I X  the United Kingdom,

THE MOSt HONOT7RABI.E OKDER OF TH E BATH

gires place to that of the Garter, tbe Red Order of 
England is really as ancient as the Blue one; indeed it 
may be looked upon as almost the older of the two, for 
from the time that a man carne to place bis sword at tbe 
disposal of bis God and bis Sorereign, from that time 
the Order of the Bath has practically existed. You will 
remember, too, that at the installation of a knight of oíd 
(of whom we spoke in the first paper) there were no rules 
or regulations, only those special ceremonias of prapr, 
watching by night, and bathing (the latter as en emhlem 
of purity), 80 that of all the great companies of Western 
knights who carry on the ancient traditions of chLvalry, 
none can claim ionger deacent than those of tbe Bath.

As far as the actual institution is concemed, this 
Order prohably dates from the reign of Henry IV., 
who at bis coronation, in 1399, made forty-six esquires 
Knightó of the Bath. Charles IL  at his coronation 
created sixty-eight knights, but after his time the Order 
fell into n^lect, being revired, as a military one_ only, 
by George I., when it consistéd of the Sorereign, a 
Grand Master, and thirtT-six knights. A t  tbe con­
clusión of the Great War in 1816 it was still further 
enlarged by the Prinee Ilegent for the purpose of 
rewarding the distinguished Services of many offieers 
(both militsir and naval) who had taken part in that 
campaign. í e t  again it was increased in 1846, whila 
two years later an important change took place, civil 
knigfits, commanders, and companions being then added. 
Its present organization was flnally established in 1861, 
consisting then, as it does to-day, of three classes: (1) 
Knights Grand Crosa; (2) Knights Commanders, each 
being entitled to use ‘ S ir'  before his ñame after being 
invested with the insignia; and (3) Companions._

I t  goes without saying that the ñame of this great 
English Order of Knighthood is derived from the 
ceremony of bathing, wbich dnty was tequired of a 
knight hy the laws of chivalry.

Among the older brotherhood of knights that of the 
Bath is the only one wbich has no recognised patrón 
Saint, hut it can at any rate hoast that the chapel, 
traditionally associated with its Order, is, one of the 
most splendid specimens of Gothie architecture in 
existence, being none other than the noble and beautiful 
chanel built by command of King Henry V II. at 
Westminster Abbey. The idea of such a building 
originated with Henry VI., but was really carried out 
by his successor who, though stingy by natura, spared 
no expense on tbis beautiful addition to the ewtern 
portion of the already existing Abbey: indeed, it is said 
that it represented the worth of two French provinces. 
And what is it that males it so justly famous? It  is 
chtefty renowned for the magniflcence of its roof.

When the Order was revived, in 1725, by George I., 
this beautiful portion of Westminster Abbey was made 
the Chapel of the Order, and the platas and banners of 
the Knights of tha Bath were placed over the stalls. 
Although since that date it has always remained (in
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lume) its home, as testified by the Btall-plates and dust. 
beCTÍmed b&nners which Imng above them, it had, sinee 
1815, fallen into disuse for the religious ceremony or 
knightly installation, and it was not until a July day m 
1913 thjat it was solemnly re-dedicated to this purpose, 
the raost honourable Ürder of the Bath thus Corning 
into its own again sfter nearly one hundred years,

W e must now imagine oureelves, on that memorablo 
day, inside the Abbey. Follotving the choir carne the 
procession of knights, looking like a moving crimson 
Htream in their rose-red msntles as they paced -with 
alow and «tately steps up the long nave of the beautiful 
Abbey—firet, the Knigbts Grand Cross two and tw o ; 
next, those to be installed; while behind these followed

s

the Officers of the Order—among wbom were the- 
Gentleman Usher, Bath Kine of Arms, and the Dean 
of Westminster (the Dean of the Ürder). By himself, 
immediately in front of the Sovereign, walked the Great 
Master, the Duke of Connaugbt. The King, who carne 
iMt, was robed eiactly like the other knights, only that 
his train was longer and borne by two Pages of Honour. 
A  very magnificent and picturesque proceesion it was, 
the crimson-mantled knights carrymg their white- 
plumed velvei hats in their hands and each wearino- 
the particular decoration belonging to his rank. Th^ 
ceremony which followed, though short, was exceedingly

The B adgs aa d  S ta r  o l K nigh t G rand Cpow of the  m ost 
bODOursble O nlcr o f  th e  Bath.

íorward by the hlade with the hilt towards the Altar, 
only sheathing it when the Great Master sheathed his. 
This closed the ceremony in the Chapel, and the pro­
cession re-fortned to retum to the choir of the Abbey, 
where the first portion of the Service had been previousíy 
held.

Before, however, leaving (in imagination) the historio 
Chapel, we must notice how it has been transformed. 
The tattered banners, so long familiar, have disappeared 
—they have been eent to the descendacts o f the inights 
to whom they had belonged—while in their place hang 
the bright, fresh banners of the newly-installed knights. 
Their helmets, swords, and mantles have been arranged 
over the stalls, and at a glance it ie poesible to tell i f  the 
knight Í8 a peer or not. I f  a peer, the helmet has bara 
across i t ; if not, a raised visor. In either case his crest 
rises frora the helmet, while on each stall w ill he found 
a brass píate with bis arms wrought in enamel.

But you w ill be wanting to know something more of 
the Bobee and Insid ia  of this great Order, To begin 
with, the robes of oiden days were not always crimson 
as they are now. A t the coronation of Henry IV ., the- 
knights wore a green robe with a fuixed hood and a white 
silk cord hanging from the left shoulder. Later on, 
their costumes eeem to have been varied. For instanee, 
before the ceremonial of the bath it consisted of a monk- 
like garment of brown or grey, with hood and girdle. 
A ftfr  the bath they donned a red surcoat and mantle, 
finally exchanging thete for a blue (or purele) velvet or 
satin gown with miniver-trimmed hood. Ñor must we 
forget the white cord which always continned to hang 
from the shoulder nntil removed by king or lady for 
some deed of bravery. To-day, as we have seen, the- 
mantle is of crimson velvet linéd with white satin.

And the Insignia—of what do they consist ? A  
Collar of gold composed of nine Imperial crowns, with 
altemating devicee of rose, thistle, and Shamrock, joined 
by white enamelled knots. Hanging from this is the 
Badge of the Order—an eight-pointed gold Maltese croas 
enamelled in süver, in the four angles of which stands a 
golden liofl. Here again we find Shamrock and thistle, 
while hetween these are three golden Imperial crowns 
within a red circle bearing the motto of the Order,
‘ Tria juncia in uno ’ (Three joined in one), this in turií 
being encircled by laurel biinches rising from a blue 
Bcroll with the worda ‘ Ich dien ’ in golden letters upon 
it, The decoration is wmm by Kn^hts Grand Oróse 
pendent from a red ribbon across the right shoulder, 
when it is known as the ‘ Red Ribbon of the Bath.' 
Although principally a military, it is a d v il Order, but 
the decoration of tlie two varíes so slightly that the 
difierence is not worth describing; the chief thing to
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The Collar. Badge and Star of the most exaltcd 
Order ot tbe Star ot India.

reeoUect is that Knights Grand Croas only, -whether 
mílitary or civil, wear the red ribbon of the Éath across 
their right shoulder.

There are likewise Stars—both military and civil— 
but it w ili be sufficíent to describe the military one 
of the Knights Grand Cross. This is formed of rays, 
or flames, of silver with a gold Maltese croas placed upon 
it, in tbe middleot whicb,-within the motto, are branches 
of laurel.

A  Knight Grand Cross is entitled to wear Collar, 
Badge,and Star; a Kniaht Commander, only the Badge 
suspended by a red ribbon from bis neck and the Star 
embroidered on the left side: while the Companion mav 
only wear the Badge hanging by a red ribbon from the 
button-hole.

Wben reading down the roll of the Knights of the 
Bath we find many an illustrious ñame; but being 
mostly a military Order, we are not surprised that those 
of great soldiers are the first to catch our eye, such as 
the late Field*Marshal Earl Ilobsrts and Field-Marsbal 
Lord Kitchener of Khartoum, to say nóthing of others 
whose ñames are becoming increasingly familiát to us 
to-dav — for instance, .^dmiral Lord Jellicoe, Sir 
llouglas Haig, and many such another. Ñor must we 
forpet to inelude a civil knight—perhaps none more 
appropriate than that most recent one, the ili'ght 
Houourable Sir George Iloustoun Keid, High Com* 
míssionar for Australia, and one of her most dis- 
tinguisbed sons. Tbe honour was enhanced b^ tbe 
ÍHCt that at one step be rose to tbe full digmty of 
G.C.B., being the first ever t,o receive it in this manner. 
We ha ve full confidence ihat he (in common with the 
illustrious ñames already mentioned) will be true to that 
beautiful knightly vow to honour their God, their King, 
and tbe Rigbt I

We uext come to one of tbe tbree Britisb Orders of

Knighthood which take their ñame from tbe Land o£ the 
Gorgeoua Kast. ^

TH B MOST SX A LTE D  O E P l *  OB T H E  STA R  O F lU P IA ,

as it is called, was instituted by Queen Victoria in 1861, 
being further enlarged in 1866 and again in 1878. I t  is 
conferred for Services connected with India, and consists 
of the Sovereign (the King-Emperor), a Grand Master 
(the Viceroy for the time being), and tbree classes 
of members —  namely, Knights (Jrand Commanders, 
Knights Commanders, and CJompanions, wbo are entitie<l 
to place respectively after their ñames, G.C.S.I., K.C.S.I., 
and C.S.I.

Its Insignia is very beautiful. The golden Collar is 
formed of roses, lotus flowers, and palm branches, the 
roses being alternately red and white. From the 
Imperial crown in the centre hangs the magnificent 
Baoge —  a hrilliant five-pointed star, to which is 
attached an oval-shaped carneo bearing the bust of the 
Queen in profile, and encircled by a band of light blue 
enamel carrying tbe motto ‘  Heaven’s Light our Guide.’ 
Even more magnificent is tbe diamond Star, also five- 
pointed, restlng on waving raya of gold, which bears the 
same motto on a light mué circle, but in this case is 
composed entírely of diamonds. Tbe ribbon of the 
Oder is light blue with tbin white stripes, and the 
robes are of the same colour in satin lined with white.

T H E  MOST D IS T IS O riS H E D  ORDER OF ST. l í IC lIA E L  
A S D  ST- GEORGE

ranks nest. This was created by George IV . (when 
Prince Regent) in commemoration of Britain assuming 
the protection of the lonian Islands, and was originally 
‘  fot natives of the lonian Islands, of the Island of Malta 
and its dependencies, and for such other subjeets of llis  
Majesty ns may boid high and confidential situations in 
the Mediterranean.’ A t  its first formation it consisted 
of sixty-five Knights Grand Cross, twohundred Knights

T

The Collar. Badge and Star of the most distingtiished 
Oider of St Miehael and 8t George.
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Commandera, and three hundred and forty-two Com- 
panio^, the flrst-named being priviieged to surround 
their coats-of-arms with the full insignia of the ürder, 
the Knights Commanders only with the ribhon and 
motto, and the Companiona merely to use the Badge.

In 1866, when Bntain decided to abandon her protec- 
tion of the lonian Tales, the Order was re-formed and 
extended, then providing for such oí ‘ the nstnral-bom 
subjscts of the Crown of the United Kin^ora as may 
have held or shnll hold high and conüdential offices 
within Her hiajesty'a Colonial Possessions and in 
reward for Services rendered to the Crown in relation 
to the Foreign Añairs of the Empire.' A t intervals it 
waa Btill further extended, but in 1902 was limited as 
to tnembership.

The Chapel of the Order is in St. Paiil’s Cathedral, 
and was dedicated to that purpose on St. George's I)ay, 
1906, bv a most impressive Service whieh has been 
repeated annually since that date, On these ocoasions 
the banners of any knights who haré died during the 
vear are reverently taken down from their place and 
Laid apon the altar. ,

The Star of the Knights Grand Cross is foimed of 
gold and silver ravs with the Cross of St. G eo i^  in red 
over all, and in the centre the Archangel St. Michael 
eiicounteringSatan; the motto of the Ürder, ‘ Auspicium 
melioris mvi ’ ^  pledge of better times), is inscribed on 
a bine circle. golden Collar is composed of altemat- 
ing lions, Maltose croases, and the letters (or cyphers, 
as they are calied) S.M. and S.G, In the centre are 
two wiuged lions holding seven airows and a book,- 
these being snrmounted by the Imperial crown. The 
Badge, a gold cross of founeen points, has in the centre 
of one side the Archangel St. Síichael meeting Satan, 
and on the other St. Geoige on horseback slaving the 
dragón. The motto, sitnilarly to that of the Star, lies 
on a hlue circle. There b  also a Cross, sunoounted 
hy an Imperial crown, whieh b  wom hy the Knights 
Grand Cross either attaehed to the Collar or, br a wide 
Saxon bine ribbon with a searlet stnpe, from the right 
shoulder. The roantle and hat of the ürder are of the 
same Saxon bine as the ribbon ; both are lined with 
searlet, and the mantle ¡a fastened with cords of bine 
and searlet silk and gold, Black and white cstrich 
feathers adom the hat.

The Knights Commanders have the same Badge as 
those of the Orand Cross, but it is suspended by a 
narrower ribhon from the neck; they also wear a silver 
Star in the form of a cross on the left breas!. The 
Companions’ decoration consista of the small cross of 
the ürder attaehed, by a yet narrower nbhon, to tbe 
button-hole.

The Oider is still conferred for distinguished Service 
either in the Colonies or foreign countriea, and the King 
has beeii graciously pleased, in the New Year Honours 
of 1916, to give direotions for promotion in, and certain 
appointments to, this Order. Amongst the new ñames 
we find that of the Hon, TV, T. TVhite, Minister of 
T'inance for Cañada, as being so bonoured in recojraition 
of important Services rendered hy him to tbe Empire 
during the TVar period. Quite recently, too, Coniroander 
Littlcjohns, K.N., was appointcd to he an additional 
member of the 'Third Clase of Companions of tbe 
Order of St. Michael and St. George for ‘ dbtingubbed 
Service connecled with commaud of armoured tralns in 
I-Tanders.’

(Ctnifíudfd on pagt 253.)

EU SSIA  IN  E N G LAN D .

IT E W  people are aware that there b  a Russian village 
in England. Yet such is the case,

This village, or hamlet, b  that of Tuckton, in the 
parish of Chrbtchurch, and on the Southboume side of 
the river Stour. I t  was a Russian named Tladimir 
Tchertkoff who founded the fo re i^  settlement in this 
lovely spot. In  Russia, Tchertkoff had been a wealthy 
landownsr and an officer in the Imperial Guards. But 
hb warm sympathy with the suffering peasants hrought 
him into disfavour with the Government of bis own 
country, and he was in d&nger of being sent to Siberii. 
So he tnok refuge in England, hringing with him several 
other Russinns, who afterwards received oihers into their 
midst. Work for everv’body was foundat Tuckton, wheix- 
you meet with Kussia'ns of sil classes, living together in 
peace and brotherhood. Mr. Tchertkoff, who tumishes 
Lis own rooms as plainly as the poorest of bis fellow- 
Cüuntrymen, b  the head, the guide, the ‘ little father ’ of 
this happy family. E. B.

: A N  OLD-PASHIONED PEAST DISH.
U R M E TY , or Frumenty, used tobe a very favourite 

dbh in the olden times, but few BritisL boys and 
girb of nowadays have even heard its ñame. In  the 
lives oí their great-grandparents, however, it was just as 
certain to find a place at the Chiistma» dinner as was 
the turkey, plnm-pudding, or the minee-pie.

‘ Take deán whest and hray it in a mortar,’ iun8 an 
ancient recipe : ‘  seethe it till it bnrst, and let it cool. 
Take sweet milk of almonds, or sweet milk of kine, and 
temper it a l l ; and take the yolks of eggs. Boil it a 
little, and set it down.' In  the olden days, furmety 
(from the oíd French word for wheat, fruument) was 
often caten with reabon. But it was also eaten alone 
as a peculiar dainty, sweetened with sugar, and thus it 
appeared on the tabíe at other festivals beside Cliristmas.

One of these was Mothering Sunday. ün the fourtli 
Sunday in Lent it used to be tbe custom for lafis and 
lasses m Service to be given a holiday, for the purpose of 
visiting their bornes. This was a great event, as you 
may l «  sure, not only to the young servants themselves, 
but to the mothers who ex'pected them, and in very 
msny cott^e homes a special dinner waa provided for 
the welcome guests. Furmety waa a very favourite dish 
upon that day.

-A frlend of mine teUs me of a custom that was 
common in Devonshire .about fifty years ago. Tbe 
farmers would hold a feast for their friends andworkers 
at harvest-time every year, wken tlie coru was safely 
home. Hams and longuea, huge joints and savoury 
puddings, always g ra c « the festive board at these 
times, Dut flrat and foremost of all dishes was the 
furmety. This was prepared specially from the new 
wheat of the vear, just picked, and was boiled in cream, 
sweetened and served in small dishes to each one of the 
guests. Furmety piales, hy tbe way, can still some- 
times be seen in ola cuiiosity shops, tney are of willow- 
pattera and other quaint designa, and are likesoup-plates 
of a very small size.

I  was reading not very long ago that this oíd Englbh 
dish ahould be a very suitable one to serve just now on 
some of our meatless days; in any case, it b  interesting 
to read about as an old-fasbioned fast dish whieh our 
ancestors used to enjoy.
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C H IN N A .
By  3Ibs. H ubaut-H ísipdes,

AuthOT o f ' The Searet Valley,' ele., etc.
[C on tin u ed  (ro m  p a g e  234.)

‘ IJ E H O L D  my servants who do my bidding,' said 
J j  Cbinna, pointiug to tbe childrer acd usüig, to 

Xancv's dismay, the very words sha liad meant lierself 
to eroploy. Bat there was no need for her to speali, she 
found, so' cowed the people were. They bad no doubt 
■whaterer at that moment that Nancy and Brian and 
Frederlck were in truth apirits whom the littie witard 
had summoned. They had ieft the hut empty save for 
their prisoner; they found it thus füled. \\ hat other 
explanation could t’üere be saye one in which magtc had 
a ^are ?

‘ Ye haré seen,’ Cbinna went on. ‘ Xow cióse the 
door again, and leave me alone to flnish the spell. ’Tis 
•well for you that these great ones did iiot cause yon to 
fall dead at sight of them. Thus far thev have shown 
mercy. But, should ye hear them speak, your doom, 
as 1 fiaye said, is sealed.’

The silent crowd slunk back. Already eager hands 
■were outstretehed to cloae the door, and -wi!!! hearts 
beating higb with hope and reüef, Cbinna, Brian, and 
Nancy watehed. Oniy Frederlck was disappointed, 
Only Frederick felt that everything bad fallen a littie 
flat, that this scene was not quite equal to tnany a tale 
to which he had listened, and eagerly he searched Lis 
stnall memory for a more appropriate ending. And, all 
at once, he sprang forwards, waring bis hands in what 
he hoped was a most spirit-like manner.

‘ Go away! Go away! ’ he shouted, ‘ or we w ill tum 
half of you into snakes, and the other half into tigers.’

And then he stopped, most bitterly dismayed, for no 
longer the people retreated, hut, slowly, they carne 
surging back again. And no longer fear ruled in their 
faces, but an eager curiosity waa taking its place, l ’er- 
haps it waa the sound of Frederick's voice, so altc^ether 
human, which roused their suspicions. Perhapa it was 
the fact that in the hunw of the moment he had let the 
snake-skiu stip a littie from his ahoulders. hatejer 
the reason, they were eowed no longer, hut bold, ¡m- 
pertinent instead. And they determined to examine 
these Btrange spirita more closely.

‘  G o! ' Chinna shouted; ‘ go, ere ye die! But his 
words fell now on ears that did not heed them, No 
louger could he bend the crowd to his will.

‘ These are children only,’ one man breathed. And 
then another clamoured: ‘ Lrt them die with the wizard. 
AVithout doubt they are bis.’

C H A PT K lt XXV.

A nd, almost hefore the children realised what had 
happeued, there was an ugly rusb in their direction. 
Grasping hands were pulling the skins from their 
shi ulders; fierce, cruel faces were thrust cióse to their 
own. They were hustled hither and thither, and 
pushed finally into the comer of the hut furthest 
from Chinna. Thev knew that tlii plan they had 
thought 80 splendid had failed altogether, and now 
tbeyras well as the littie hunter, were in the utmost 
danger.

■ We belong to the white people!’ both Nancy and 
Brian criad desperately. But this assertion met with 
incredulous looks and scornful kughter. Not one 
among the vilíagers doubted in that moment oí excite-

ment that these children were in truth the children of 
Chinna, and that he had magicked them into this re- 
semblance in order to frighteu bis enemies. And ¡t 
seemed an additional proof oí this fact that Brian 
should be neither white ñor blaek, as though in his case 
Chinna’s charms had partially failed. And there were 
even some iimoiig the crowd who were eager to suggest 
that the littie witard should be forcea to tum the 
children their proper colour again hefore he was pun- 
isiied for bis other misdeeds. But they were those on 
•wbose houses the sLcknesa had as yet no hold, and who 
could therefore afford to amiise theraselye'*, and wrro iii 
no particular hurry for Chinna’s torture and death.

But the yiliage priest was not of this porty, and he 
yyas by far the most powerful person preient; and it 
was he who decided now that Chinua should first be 
deaU with, and that afterwards, if it seemed desirable, 
the children should he kilied, so that the whole brood 
of soreerers might be exterminated. And he ordered 
some among the vilíagers to stand in front of the 
children and hold them back if  they tried to interfere, 
while he called to others to look to the irons which had 
all this time been heating in the fire.

‘ And bring the sick man.’ he ordered, ‘ and iar him 
in front of the sorcerer. This last chance we will give 
him that all may be done in due manner, and none may 
sav, “ W e acted in baste, and therefore we did not 
w¿ll.’”

And into the house the sick man was carned, protest- 
ing still against his fate, and turning away his nead so 
that he might not raeet Chiiina's eyes, the evil glance 
of which he was sure was so potent that it contó caixy 
death with it. And, thus turning, he met Brian’s eyes 
instead, and stared intently, surprised. And somethire 
like gratitude softened his face, and Brian saw it, and 
felt as it hope bad peeped again into the littie hut: 
hope, which a moment since seemed to have flown for 
eyer. Yet in what way could the sick man help, seeing 
that he himselt was almost powerless ?

But Brian was not the only person who, it appeared, 
felt hopeful. Mueh to the children’s surprise, Chinna 
had taken the discovery of their disguise in the mo.-it 
tranquil fashion. Tbough torture and death now 
owailed him, it seemed, yet ha was smiling as if ha 
cherished a most satisfving secret. And he did not 
flinch, ñor seem unduly áisturbed even when a piece of 
red-hot iron was hrought in a pair of tongs and held 
immediately beneath Éis nose, and he was told that. 
unless ha could cure the sick man, the ¡ron would 
be placed next on the solea of his teet.

‘And bring the bamboo also,’ the priest demandad,
‘ that he may look upon it, and isnow tbe manner of the 
death we have prepared for him should he still refuse 
to make due reparation.’

And two men brought an enormous bamboo, and laid 
it at the hut door, for it was too long to find room 
inside. And the crowd fell to quarrelling as to who 
should stand upon the ends. Apparently, though everv 
one was-anxious for Chinna’s death, no one coveted the 
post of executioner lest the littie man should return to 
plague his slayer in some ghost-like form afterwards. 
And, at last, lots were cast, and the gruesome wrangle 
carne to aii end. And all through it Chinna smiied 
happily. And every now and then he put hi.s hollowed 
hand to his ear as though he listened atteutively to 
some sound which interested him greatly.

{Continued on paga 250.)
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