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**The High Command announces its satis­
faction with the irreproachable behaviour of 
the Spanish People’s Army, which has had 
sufficient self-control in the heat and passion 
of war to treat not only the civilian popula­
tion which was evacuated during the battle, 
but also the soldiers who were made priso­
ners or who surrendered, with the respect 
which is due them both as defeated op­
ponents and as Spanish citizens.

ilhe Evacnailon and Surrender ol lemel
On the morning of January 

mth, a messenger from the rebels 
bearing a communication written 
in pencil on rough paper, pres- 

lented himself to one of the guards 
within the city of Teruel. The  

I message read as follows ;
aSpanish Red Cross.— Teruel. 

• The signer of this note, the 
delegated president of this local 
Committee of the Spanish Red 
Cross, expects of your gentlem­
anliness, that you will receive 

Ithe bearer of the enclosed mes- 
jsage and that you will guarantee 
jhis entrance'and exit.

»Teruel, Jan. 7th, 1938. W ith  
deepest respects. —  Signed the 
delegated President: Jesfis V i-  
nyas. — : To the Chief of the for- 

Ices of the 84th Mixed Brigade of 
the Government of the Repub-

Ilic.B

The following is the message 
of which mention was made in 

|the preceding note :
aSpanish Red Cross.— Teruel. 

I—  The authorities of the Intern- 
jational Red Cross, in compliance 
Iwith a duty, make the following 
proposals, to the Major of the 84th 
jMixed Brigade :

sp'irst. —  Th at the wounded 
quartered in the Hospital de la 
Asuncion be evacuated, if they 
w  wish it. The Republican 
Government authorities shall pro­
mise that they shall receive the 
humanitarian treatment which 

jinternational law demands.
»Second. -—  That the women, 

jchildren, and old men, who so 
[wish be likewise evacuated. The  
authorities of the forces of the 
Government shall promise that 
they shall be allowed to go to 
their homes or be given passports 

|to go abroad if they so desire.
»The a’m of both measures is 

to remove the non-combatant pop­
ulation from the hadrships of the 

Ifight and to see to it that our 
p ’ounded get proper care.

B Hoping that this petition will 
I he heeded, I thank you.

“Teruel, January 7th, 1938. 
/ T h e  delegated president, }e- 

Vinyas.
“To the Major of the 84th M ix- 

pd Brigade. Teruel. a

After a consultation over the 
^le^aph with the Minister of 
National Defence, the message 
''as replied to as follows :

“It is agreed to comply with 
|he wishes expressed by the de­
legate of the International Red 

jkross, concerning the evacuation 
(of wounded, sick, women, child- 

and old men and the follow­

ing is communicated to the chief 
of the rebel forces :

»First. —  Th at the evacuation 
shall be carried out exclusively 
by way of the exit of the build­
ing leading onto the Plaza del 
Hospital a n d  in consecutive 
groups composed of not more 
than six persons.

»Second. —  That during the 
evacuation hostilities shall cease 
only in the sector through which 
the refugees must circulate, and 
that there shall therefore be no 
general truce.

»Third. —  Th at the evacuation 
shall be carried out in a space of 
time not exceeding two hours 
beginning at 2 P.M . today.

»Fourth.— Th at the itinerary 
to be followed by the refugees 
shall be fixed by the chief of the 
forces loyal to the Government of 
the Republic.

»Fifth.'— That any aggression 
on the part of the rebels in that 
sector shall be energetically rep­
lied to.

»Sixth. —  That the part of the 
proposal concerning the granting

of passports to go abroad is re- 
pected.

»Our conduct with the civilian 
population and the prisoners who 
have been evacuated up to the 
present; the cares which our so­
cial welfare and medical services 
have bestowed on all those who 
were wounded, sick, or weak, 
guarantee that those who are now 
to evacuate the fortress will re­
ceive similar treatment.

»Facts demonstrate the betray­
al of which you are victims and 
we hope that the noble comport­
ment and the valour shown by 
the Spanish People’s Arm y, will 
make you realise the uselessness 
of pour ab.surd resistance.

The proposal for the evacu­
ation of non-combatants was 
made to you long before you had 
begun to suffer the hardships of 
the siege. If you had accepted 
it, you would have avoided the 
sacrifice of many innocent vic­
tims.

a Although the laws of war re­
lieve us from listening to your 
proposal, our humanitarian sen­

timents, impose upon us the duty 
of not disregarding it.a

A t 2 ;30 P .M ., in view of the 
fact that the proposal had been 
accepted on the above-mentioned 
conditions, the evacuation com­
menced. In the first moments 
more than five hundred people 
came out. Some of the refugees 
fainted as a result of weakness, 
and all of them asked for water 
to quench their terrible thirst. 
The state of all of them was most 
lamentable.

In the opinion of the Minister 
of National Defence it was not 
possible to accept the condition 
that the refugees who wished to 
do so should be allowed to leave 
Government Spain, as in this 
way to this many of the persons 
responsible for the rebellion 
would be able to escape.

A t 10.30 P.M.

During the entire afternoon, in 
view of the fact that the period of 
two hours fixed for the evacua­
tion of women, children, and old 
men, had been extended, people.

Final Defeat of the Rebels Near Temel
The surrender on January 7th and 8tli of the 

rebel garrison inside Teruel, totalling some 2,500 
men, signified the failure of the insurgent coun­
ter-offensive which began on December 29th and 
aimed at the recapture of that city. A  week ear­
lier the rebels at the height of their advance ar­
rived within a few hundred yards of the town. 
Following the capture of the Tooth of Teruel on 
December 31st, they succeeded in reaching the 
River Turia, which skirts the city on the west. 
But here they met their match, for their path 
was not only barred by the People’s Arm y but 
also by the lay of the land.

In order to enter Teruel from the west it is 
necessary first to cross the river and secondly to 
climb a steep slope into the town. Moreover, the 
western face of the city is composed of a long row 
of extremely solid monastic buildings which form 
a natural fortification. For two days the rebels 
repeatedly attacked Teruel itself but each time 
they were driven back with heavy losses. That 
was on December 31st and January ist. On Ja­
nuary 2nd, they relaxed their pressure in that 
sector and evidently decided that the only possible 
way of taking Teruel was by advancing along the 
plain from Concud.

On January ist, after a tremendous battle, the 
rebels succeeded in taking Concud, but the Re­
publicans maintained their positions on the 
heights overlooking it. Since that time the rebels 
have made daily attempts to advance on Teruel 
from the direction of Concud, but each time they 
have been repulsed with very heavy losses.

Inside Teruel several of the insurgent strong­
holds were captured during the course of the 
week, but no attempt was made to take the re-

I'gious hospital for fear of harming the 700 pa­
tients and thousand odd civilians who had sought 
refuge there. In other words a passive battle 
between the Republicans and rebels was taking 
place inside the city the outcome of which de­
pended on the result of the active battle which 
was taking place outside the town. A t one time 
it looked as though the rebel forces might after 
all enter the town, but the tremendous defensive 
power of the Republican Arm y prevented them 
from doing so.

The decision of Lieutenant Colonel Rey d’Har- 
court, the commander-in-chief, to surrender with 
the entire insurgent garrison, was the definite 
sign that the insurgent counter-attack had failed, 
the principal aim of which had been to recapture 
Teruel and relieve the rebel forces besieged there. 
The rebels seem to have realised this and their 
counter-offensive has practically ceased.

The double victory of the Republican Arm y in 
the offensive and counter-offensive at Teruel is 
not only a tremendous moral triumph, but may 
also be the turning point of the entire war. The  
rebels have been forced to break up their concen­
tration in Guadalajara, which they had prepared 
for the purpose of attacking Madrid. A ll their 
shock forces, consisting of Navarrese, Moors, L e­
gionaries and Italians, totalling some 150,000 
men, were thrown into the f i ^ t  at Teruel. And 
even then they have failed in their attempt to 
recapture the city. Their crack Spanish troops, 
the Carlists, have become so demoralised that on 
January 7th two companies of the First Navarrese 
Brigade, totalling 240 men, deserted to the Go­
vernment in the neighborhood of the Tooth of 
Teruel.

including sone soldiers, conti­
nued to leave Teruel.

A t 9 P.M . Lieutenant-Colonel 
R ey d’Harcourt, the head of the 
garrison, surrendered with 1,500 
people, most of whom were 
combatants, who were with him 
in the Hospital.

Some rebel groups, whose sur­
render is expected soon, are still 
holding out in certain buildings 
of the city.

A t ri.30 P.M .

More details of the surrender 
of various grups that took place 
in Teruel today are given in this 
communique.

Fighting within the city ceased 
only in the sector fixed for the 
evacuation. T h e evacuation con­
tinued during t|ie entire after­
noon, as the two hours granted 
for this purpose had been extend­
ed indefinitely. General Rojo, 
w’ho went to Teruel in order to 
solve the difficulties that arose 
as a result of the concentration 
of so many people, summarised 
his impressions for the Minister 
of National Defence in the follow­
ing words :

oThe evacuation which I have 
witnessed is an immense tragedy. 
The people are completely ex­
hausted. It can be said that all 
the refugees are ill. Our troops 
receive the refugees with kind­
ness and affection. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ibarrola permitted one of 
the military doctors, who had 
come out with a group of wound­
ed, to return to the rebel strong­
hold from where he had come, to 
inform those remaining there of 
the noble conduct of the Repub­
lican Arm y. A t  6 P.M . the num­
ber of refugees was over two 
thousand.®

A  few minutes before 9 P.M ., 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rey d’Har­
court, who was in command of 
the rebels in the city, asked to 
speak over the telephone to Ge­
neral Hernandez Saravia, the 
commander-in-chief of the Arm y  
of the East, he offered to sur­
render together with the troops 
under him. Since the republican 
general ond the rebel officer 
did not understand each other 
clearly over the telephone, Her­
nandez Saravia authorised Rey  
d’Harcourt to go to the General 
Headquarters of the X X II  Arm y  
Corps, in order to be able to 
communicate more easily by  
means of a field telegraph. Mean­
while, General Rojo reported the 
news to the Minister of National 
Defence by telephone, and asked 

(Continued on page 2)
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for orders concerning the condi­
tions Tinder which the surrender 
was to be carried out. When the 
Minister had begun to give them, 
General Rojo reported the follow­
ing : ((While we were speaking, 
Hernandez Saravia was speaking 
with R ey d’Harcourt, who, of 
course, has surrendered with all 
his forces, which amount to 1,500 
men, counting both combatants 
and civilians. These men were 
those who were in the Hospital. 
T h e rebel stronghold of Santa 
Clara still remains. Over this 
d’Harcourt considers he has no 
jurisdiction, because since Dec­
ember 23rd. the two groups have 
been isolated and' he does not 
know whether the officers of the 
other group will obey his orders.® 

Then General Saravia commu­
nicated the following to the M i­
nister :

((All the men who were in the 
Hospital under Lieutenant-Co­
lonel R ey d’Harcourt have sur­
rendered trusting m y word that 
the Republican Arm y respects 
prisoners, takes care of the ill 
and wounded, brings aid to the 
civilian population and guaran­
tees the lives of all within the 
laws of the Republic.®

T h e Minister of National De­
fence answered General Hernan­
dez Saravia in the following 
words :

oAlthough the conditions verb­
ally laid down by you are slight­
ly  in contradition to those which 
I was going the formulate, I ac­
cept them fully as if they were 
mine. Now, the Chief of the 
Arm y of the East has given his 
word of honor and it is necessary 
for everyone to carry out the 
agreement arrived at. It  must 
be seen to it that the prisoners 
are not subjected to any violence 
and that the necessary measures 
are taken for the strict fulfilment 
of the promise.®

The Prime Minister, who had 
been present during the last part 
of the telegraphic conference, 
transmitted the following mes­
sage :

«My congratulations to Gener­
als Rojo and Hernandez Saravia 
and to the Arm y of Levante. I 
agree with what was said by the 
Minister of Defence and I hope 
that measures will be taken to 
insure that the prisoners are 
treated with consideration and 
adequate care be provided for the 
sick and the wounded.®

In fufilment of an order of 
the Ministry of National Defen­
ce, Doctor Bejarano, the General 
Inspector of the Sanitary Serv­
ices of the Land Forces, and se­
veral other doctors left for T e-  
ruel at midnight in order to or­
ganise the care and the housing 
of the wounded and the sick.

Spanish Information Service January, 14, 193 J

The Minister of the Interior 
ordered three companies of A s­
sault Guards, free from the pas­
sions of the struggle, to leavie 
for Teruel in order to take charge 
of the prisoners.

T h e Minister of National De­
fence telegraphed the Military 
Commander of Valencia, order­
ing him to immediately prepare 
temporary hospital buildings.

A t 12.30 A.M .

According to the news receiv­
ed at midnight the exit of the 
people, who were in the Hospital 
stronghold, was taking place in 
an entirely orderly fashion. This  
operation was carried out under 
the supervision of the Assault 
forces.

The total number of people in 
the stronghold, including com­
batants and non-combatants, is

between two thousand and two 
thousand two hundred.

T h i r t y  soldiers, including 
those on guard, escaped from the 
rebel stronghold of the Convent 
of Santa Clara.

The attitude of our troops tow­
ards the prisoners is one of res­
pect and pity.

A t 3.30 P.M . (Jan. 8th)

When the evacuation of the 
forces who had resisted in the 
Hospital had been completed last 
night, Lieutenant-Colonel Rey  
d’Harcourt, their commander, 
offered to parley with the forces 
in the Convent of Santa Clara. 
When the Minister of National 
Defence was consulted concern­
ing this proposal, he replied in 
the negative. T h e rebels still 
resisting might kill this officer 
and then, in their systematic 
campaing of lies, blame the crime 
on the republican troops, saying 
that we had broken our promise 
to respect the lives of the pri­
soners .

It was proved this morning 
that this would have occurred. 
The men sent to parley with the 
rebels were fired at from the 
convent. A t  eleven o’cl(x:k Gen­
eral Rojo said that he exacted  
that the sick and wounded in the 
Convent of Santa Clara would be 
evacuated today, and the Minis­
ter accordingly issued the follow­
ing instructions ;

aEven though we may after­
wards evacuate the sick a n d  
wounded from the Seminary and 
the Convent of Santa Clara, we 
must give the rebels holding out 
there to understand that we shall 
only accede to total surrender, 
because if they have the inten­
tion of holding out still further, 
it will mean that by evacuating 
the sick and wounded first we are 
rendering the rebels the medical 
relief they rec^uire, thms, relieving 
them of the difficulties which this 
service represents, and they 
would have more freedom of ac­
tion to resist.®

The Chief of the general staff 
replied : «As regards total sur­
render, the rebel leader Colonel 
Barba replied that he wouM con­
sult his superiors. This is an 
innocent trick, for it is easy to 
surmise what the reply will be ; 
but anyway, as the process would 
be similar to that followed yes­
terday in the surrender of the 
Hospital— where total surrender 
was due to an internal revolt 
was due to an internal revolt 
which occurred when they saw 
that some were leaving while 
others were staying behind —  I 
hope that the same will be the 
case today, although we propose 
to proceed more radically and 
briefly.))

«In regard to what happened 
yesterday at the hospital —  the 
Minister replied— , m y opinion 
is the same as yours. A s a mat­
ter of fact, that is why I consider 
my suggestion more appropriate. 
Accordingly orders should be 
given to those of our men who 
are in contact with the rebels to 
give them to understand that the 
evacuation, to which we have ac­
ceded, must be carried out in a 
limited space of time, and that 
when the time is up, whatever 
may happen, we shall make no 
further concessions, for other­
wise their resistence would be 
an open door resistance, t(X) com­
fortable, enabling them to sur­
render whenever they deem it 
convenient. Th is can be infer­
red from Colonel Barba’s reply, 
which you have quoted, which 
has absolutely the appearence of 
a trick.®

A t two o’clock in the afternoon 
General Rojo issued the follow­
ing communication :

((This morning one hundred 
and forty soldiers escaped from 
the Convent of Santa Clara and 
came over to our lines.

((I have just received a com­
munication from General Her­
nandez Saravia stating that the 
whole matter can be considered 
liquidated, for the last of the re­
bels still in Santa Clara have 
surrendered in the same manner 
as did those at the Hospital yes­
terday. A ll rebel resistance in 
Teruel is now wiped out. The  
city is entirely ours. The Bishop 
of Teruel, who was with the re­
bels, has also surrendered.

®At the last minute Colonel 
Barba endeavored to impose some 
conditions, but it was already too 
late. A s regards prisoners and 
refugees, the same precautions as 
yesterday will be taken.®

Finally the chief of staff sent 
the following telegram to the 
Minister :

((General Hernandez Saravia 
and myself wish most heartily 
to congratulate you and the Go­
vernment, and only wish to be 
able to continue under your au­
thority and leadership until we 
attain final victory.®

The Minister replied :
«On accepting in the name of 

the Government yours and Ge­
neral Hernandez Saravia’s con­
gratulations, we also wish to con­
gratulate you on today’s victory, 
and we wish to extend our con- 
gratulatioUsS to all the leaders, of­
ficers and the troops who have ta­
ken an active part in the opera­
tions under the able leadership of 
you both, and you can be sure 
that your names shall not be for­
gotten by our Republic and that 
our people shall always be gra­
teful to you.®

Over One Hundred Officers 
and 2.500 Troops Have Sur­

rendered in Teruel
The President of the Republic, Sr. Azana, 
Congratulates the Minister of National Defence

Sr. Manuel Azana, President 
of the Republic, sent the follow­
ing telegram to the Minister of 
National Defence after the sur­
render at Teruel of the rebel gar­
rison and its officers :

oTo the Minister of National 
D efence: Kindly accept and
extend to all the forces under 
your authority which have ta­
ken part in the operations my 
warmest congratulations and the 
profound admiration and grati­
tude which all Spaniards who 
defend the independence and 

of their country feel 
the Republican Arm y  
complete occupation of 
W e all know that with 

this brilliant victory our troops 
and their able commanders begin 
to gather the fruits of courage 
and ability, and that this victory 

also a reward of your Excel-

freedom 
tow'ards 
for the 
Teniel.

IS
lency’s tremendous efforts as 
head of the Ministry. Please 
accept my kindest greetings. —  
Manual Azana.i>

Sr. Prieto’s reply : «I appre­
ciate most deeply your kind tele­
gram on the occasion of the com­
plete occupation of Teruel by our 
tr(X>ps, and through their com­
manders I have extended to them 
the stimulating message of ap­
preciation which the Head of the 
Spanish State has sent them.®

final victory in the struggles to 
follow.

»You have reason to feel satis­
fied'with your splendid discipline 
and, above all, with your hu­
mane behavior towards the con­
quered enemy.

»The High Command annouc- 
es its sati.sfaction with the' ir­
reproachable behavior of the 
Spanish People’s Arm y, which 
has had sufficient self-control in 
the heat and passion of war to 
treat not only the civilian popul­
ation which was evacuated during 
the battle but also the soldiers 
who were made prisoners or who 
surrendered with the respect 
which is due them both as de­
feated opponents and as Spanish 
citizens.

»The members of the Govern­
ment of the Republic request me 
to offer to all the leaders, officers, 
units, commissaries and troops 
of the Mobile Arm y, the Air

AForce and of the D. E . C. 
(Defence Against A ir Craft 
which have taken part in th 
operations, their warmest con 
gratulations and their confiden( 
in the destiny of Spain and 
the final victory of Spanish De 
mocracy, in which I join them 

((Headquarters of the Con 
mand, January 8, 1938.®

((By order of the Minister 
National Defence.®

((General 
of Staff.®

Vicente Rojo, Chie

T H O U S A N D S  E V A C U A T E f  ̂
D O C U M E N T  S IG N E D  B'
T H E  B ISH O P  O F  TERUE;

The official figures for civ 
lians and soldiers evacuated fro: ‘ 
the hospital are as follow : 40 0 _ 
ficers, 400 soldiers, and i.oooc 
vilians.

E arly this afternoon approx 
mately 2.000 more combatan 
and 2.000 civilians who wi 
sheltered under the ruins of t 
Seminary and Santa Clara Coi 
vent surrendered.

Among those who surrender! 
today are Colonels R ey d’Ha 
court, Barba and Gasca ; eig 
other high officers, fifty officer 
and also a son of the rebel adm’ 
al Magaz.

Don Anselmo Polanco y  Fo 
seca. Bishop of Teruel, who a 
surrendered, delivered to 
Command the following note : 
take great pleasure in certify! 
that from the moment of my ev 
cuation from the Seminary of I 
ruel until m y arrival at the R 
bielos de Mora station, I ha 
been shown the highest conside 
ation by every one, and I 
grateful for this.®

The Health Service of 
Arm y has notified the Minist 
of National Defence that tb 
have removed 84 wounded rept 
lican soldiers and 161 wound 
soldiers to the hospital. The 1 
ter were properly deloused, wai 
ed and given clean clothing, 
they were in a wretched con 
tion. T h ey had not been giv 
medical assistance for seve 
days. T h ey were placed at I 
base hospital, separated from | 
rest of the patients, and guard 
by soldiers of the Health B 
gade.

C O N G R A T U L A T IO N S  T  O

T H E  A R M Y

On January 8 the following 
message was sent to the Arm y  
engaged in operations in T e r u e l;

((The last of the rebel forces 
still holding out in some build­
ings in Teruel surrendered yes­
terday afternoon and this morn­
ing, together with their leaders 
and the rebel authorities.

®The whole of Teruel is today 
under control of the Republic. 
The Republican Arm y which 
terminated its, successful offens­
ive on December 22nd, and since 
the 29th of the same month has 
successfully thrown back the fu­
rious attacks of the rebel counter­
offensive, may consider that they 
have fully realised today the 
plans drawn up by the High  
Command, and may look for­
ward, confident of their strength 
and discipline, to obtaining a

from a LeHer Signed by Nr. George Seld 
Amerlean wrUer, published in fhe N 
Yoru Times, replying lo ihe pastoral lelli 
Issued by die Spanish Rebel Hierarehy ti 

propaganda purposes

... Is it fact, propaganda or falsehood when, for instance, it 
charged that the art collection of the Prado has been abasely despj 
ed® ? Every American in Madrid knows that the government 'i- 
saved the works of the Prado and that Franco, the new defender 
the faith, sent his German and Italian bombers who first dro^ 
lights, then inflammatory bombs, carefully setting the Prado on b

* * *

The pastoral letter claims «the revolution was barbarous, 
much as it destroyed the civilized work of centuries. It destroj 
also thousands of works of art®. T h e British art mission denies 
latter statement, confirming the Valencia and Barcelona Govern®' 
official report that more than 90 por cent of the church art has b 
preserved... Many churches which are monuments of art are pfot' 
ed by the Government. It could not prevent church destruction 
mobs in July, 1936, especially where certain persons used churd 
for munition depots and when certain persons used church steeP, 
for firing on the working people. The Germans shelled Rheims 
cause it had a lookout. The American army shelled and destfO? 
French churches because there were Germans in them. W e also 
troyed churches just because they were tall. The pastoral b., 
denies churches were fortresses, but churchmen with equal 
confirm it.®
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'I'hcre is an unpretentious section in the 
abundant heritage of the world’s history 
which, although it frequently yields testi­
monies richer in human values than other 
documents which are considered more im­
portant, is nearly always relegated to a 
secondary plane by serious and wise his- 

, torians. Of course, I refer not to the 
letters written by personalities in high 
posts, for these are invariably «State 
Papers® encased in their political and di­
plomatic reserve, but to the almost ano­
nymous letters hurriedly scribbled by 
simple folk on simple sheets, folk who are 
unpretentiously making history without 
having their roles recorded ; letters ad­
dressed to loved ones expressing spon­
taneous feelings of the moment, devoid 
of that polished style peculiar to profes­
sional historians.

These letters represent marginal notes 
on history and, as is usually the case 
with more important texts, these margin­
al notes may perhaps be considered by 
careful students the most interesting part 
of history.

Unfortunately Spanish History is very 
poor in marginal notes of this nature. 
Very few letters saved from the waste 
basket, or from the fire where Spaniards 
prompted by modesty and shyness usual­
ly bury the sentimental expostulations of 
relatives. Perhaps it may be said that as 
we Spaniards are so given to verbal gos- _ 
sip we feel a natural aversion for written 
gossip. I^ut to tliis I offer an objection. 
Not everything contained in a letter is 
gossip. Fresh impressions as jotted 
down on the prompting of the moment 
may unconsciously be a more vivid piece 
of history than the polished texts care­
fully recorded from time to time by pro­
fessional historians.

«From the Spanish Trenches® is a book 
of vivid letters written by combatants of 
the International P>rigades and by mem­
bers of the various medical units which 
the American Committees to aid Spanish 
Democracy have .sent to our fronts since 
the beginning of the war.

These letters have been translated and 
compiled by Marcel Acicr, a young 
American writter who was born in P'ran- 
ce, and who is now giving all his time to 
organize medical help for our soldiers.

In this book just published in New- 
York there are letters written by authors 
like Ilya Ehrenburg and Jef East who 
are masters of their craft, by foreign cor­
respondents, Irish Republicans, commun­
ists, catholics, American women who are 
serving as nurses, and young people who 
with a strong desire to live and be free, 
are defending our cause which is also 
theirs and that of all free people in the 
world.

Some one may say that these testimon­
ies are too recent; perhaps they may lack 
the exact vision and cool judgement pe­
culiar to works composed when events are 
far distant and the mind has recovered 
the serenity and. perspective which time 
and distance afford. But on the other 
hand, they portray so vivid an impres- 
•sion of current events in Spain, such 
vital force, they are so full of real human 
feelings, that the letters reflect better 
than any polished volume the Spanish 
tragedy as it is lived in Spain and felt 
by the peoples of the world.

These letters describe scenes of bloody 
slaughter and tender sentimental scenes. 
We should like to reproduce them all, 
preserving their characteristic style, in­
timate details, even with their grammat­
ical errors and faulty spelling.

Ilya Ehrenburg in his bitter-sweet 
prose describes the parade of a battalion 
leaving Barcelona for the front :

n... The children thought that the shin­
ing caps of their fathers were splendid. 
Women held their men in a tight embra­
ce. Every now and then a moment of 
quiet would steal into the festive mood. 
Eyes sparkled. A  young girl repeated 
over and over : a... You will write to me, 
won’t you...a A  skinny young fellow 
clasped his gun tightly and talked, no­
body knew to whom : a A  gun, but that

has to be cleaned, doesn’t it?... 1 heard
a little old woman whisper to her son ; 
((Shall I go all the way to the station with 
you? Can I?» That wa.sn’t a scene 
from a movie, that was real.

«The Germans marched in front. They  
carried the portrait of Thaelmann. Blond, 
blue eyed, bigger than the others ; they 
knew how to march too. They looked 
like masters of the military art. They  
had known much sorrow : the downfall, 
jail, solitude, the tortures of their exile. 
Among these happy, fiery and brave 
men, in the company of their brave­
ry and childlike good humor they had 
regained their hope. Th ey went to the 
bastions of Saragossa to save the sons of 
Pomerania and Baden. The}' smiled hap­
pily at the noisy Barcelonos who greeted 
the departing column from their bal­
conies.

11 The little grandmother marched at 
the side of her son. The column dissolv­
ed into the crowd ; a woman marched at 
the side of every man. It is the warmth 
of a full life, which makes death easy. 
Onl\- the Germans marched alone, their 
manly gait was a soldier’s gait. They  
were foreigners in this country. When 
the column crossed the Rambla, I saw 
two factory girls. They went toward the 
Germans hesitantly and without .saying 
a word ; just smiling a bit, they march­
ed at their side...®

The Captain of the Irish Battalion, a 
practising catholic, writes to his family 
from the hospital in Elda :

((... And, the pity is that the vast ma­
jority of those whom he enticed into 
Franco’s camp are just fools who think 
they are «Fighting for the Faith®. I ’ve 
seen how Franco and his German and 
Italian masters «Fight for the Faith®. 
The bodies of babies cluttered in a school­
yard after an air-raid, breadlines of 
w omen blown to bits, workingclass houses 
razed. And you heard of the Bull-Rings 
of Badajoz and other towns which the 
fascists took ? And the women who are 
turned over-one to every twenty Moors? 
T h at’s the kind of Faith they fight for, 
it... well— to hell with i t !

«... I ’m sorry to be leaving Spain. And 
I want you and everyone else to underst­
and that if it had so happened that my 
corpse was now rotting with those others 
whose stench nearly drove me insane in 
University C ity— ray life would not have 
been wasted. Every life given in Spain 
is another reason why fascism must not 
pass. If I must take the responsibility 
for Irish casualties there-my conscience 
is clear, even though parents will not 
understand it, and even though they will 
blame me. Our lads who died out there, 
have not died in vain. They will be an 
inspiration to us in Ireland when (for I’m 
afraid there is no «ifi>) our turn comes, 
and fascism has to be defeated there...®

Letters like this are the best denial of­
fered to those who blindly maintain that 
all true catholics should be on Franco’s 
.side. The Irish people are devout pract­
ising catholics. No one can deny that. 
There are many Irishmen fighting at our 
side, and many have fallen on our soil 
like real heroes.

Alongside the letters written by cul­
tured men who are in the habit of writ­
ing, there are other simple letters writ­
ten in the labored style of men who are 
not used to writing ; but for all that they 
are no less interesting or less vivid. The 
same spirit animates all of these people 1 
(iThey Shall not Pass®, the rallying cry 
which the militiamen of the early days 
transmitted as a legacy to all the anti­
fascists of the world.

A  Dutch peddler, catholic and anti­
fascist, writes to his friends from the 
Spanish front. These letters are perhaps 
his first literary attempt.

oFriends, I am for about a month in 
Spain now and we are still doing splen­
didly. I am here with a Flemish group, 
and we are doing splendidly. The fas­
cists went on a great offensive on our 
front last week, but the result has been 
that they have been beaten back a few

And you heard of the ^Bull-Rings of 
Badajoz and other towns which the 
fascists took? And the women who 
are turned over-on e to every 
twenty Moors? That’s the kind of 
Faith they fight for...

kilometers along the whole line, and that 
they have lost hundreds of dead ; it has 
been a veritable butchery, behind every 
tree lay a corpse. Every day Spaniards 
come over to our side who have been 
forced to fight for Franco. W e shall not 
rest until we have chased that fascist 
scum into the Mediterranean up to the 
last man...®

(c... But the finest sucess we booked 
on the Guadalajara front, it is on the big 
highway Madrid-Saragossa, there he 
made his last big attempt. Here it was 
Mussolini’s servants, his blackshirts and 
his best troops from Abyssinia, 40,000 in 
number had been collected here equipped 
with the most modern Italian weapons 
and tanks, but we, well supported by our 
brave Spanish comrades, were at our 
posts. Five long days the fight was 
heavy and bloody but on the sixth day 
came the reward, ours made a furious 
attack and we succeeded to break through 
their lines, then it was finished with 
them, it was not a retreat anymore but it 
became a wild fig h t; twenty kilometers 
they were beaten back in two days, leav­
ing behind sixteen cannons, sixty trucks, 
hundreds of machine guns, six wagon­
loads of ammunition blankets, tons of 
gasoline, shoes their field-kitchens were 
strewn all over. Th ey had taken off their 
shoes to be able to run faster and still 
we made six hundred prisoners and the 
dead couldn’t be counted. According to 
estimate they have lost material worth 
16.000,000 pesetas in one day. So you 
.see things go well here just now...®

«... Here we have the most beautiful 
example of solidarity, here they fight 
shoulder to shoulder, Hollanders, Belg­
ians, French, Germans, English, anyhow 
all the nations of the world all together 
with one purpose, to beat fascism...®

0... Those poor fascists all run around 
with a beard a yard long and more they 
have sworn not to get shaved except in 
Madrid, and now they cannot fight any­
more because they are tripping all the 
time over their beards...®

The well known Dutch writer Jef Last 
has taken an active part in the battles 
around Madrid, and the letters which he 
has written to his wife, whom he left in 
Amsterdam with their three small chil­
dren, give a vivid account of the battles 
in which he has taken part around Ma­
drid :

«... I repeat what I have already writ­
ten : our militiamen are the finest and 
bravest human material you can imagine.

«... The days of Getafe and Villaverde 
are also the days in which boys like Col 
captured enemy tank after enemy tank, 
with nothing but a few hand grenades. 
That Saturday Franco announced over 
the radio that he would drink his coffee 
in Madrid. Radio-Lisbon described how 
he had triumphantly entered the city on 
a white horse... Foreign correspondents 
were forbidden to follow the army. Fran­
co wanted to be alone when he reckoned 
with the inhabitants of Madrid. Mola 
counted on a repetition of Badajoz and 
announced the penalty of death for any­
one who might be found with weapons... 
That was four weeks ago. In the mean­
time Franco’s coffee has become cold ; All 
of them miscalculated because they did 
not understand the proletariat and be­
cause they did not know that even though 
this proletariat may make mistakes, it 
learns from those mistakes ; that you can 
beat it down, but that it will get up again 
every time, that it can fall back for a 
moment, but only to resume the battle

I.' .
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with so much more courage and convic­
tion. In -their haste they bumped their 
heads into a bloody mess, against the re­
newed heroism of the people of Madrid... ®

«... The enemy lies in a trench at about 
eight hundred yards from us. This  
trench runs from the military hospital to 
the Extremadura highway. Opposite us 
they occupy a little village and we can 
very clearly see the holes in the houses, 
where they have mounted their machine 
guns. The artillery base, which puts us 
under fire for several hours every after­
noon, must be just beyond that. They  
shoot badly and most of their projectiles 
explode one hundred yards behind our 
line in the cementery, where they seem 
to begrudge the dead their rest. Or is 
it possible that the fascist motto oSpain, 
arise!® is meant for them too?...®

«... For twelve days we haven’t been 
out of our clothes, three times we have 
thrown the enemy back after a night at­
tack, every day we stand at our posts for 
eight hours, and at no time during these 
two weeks have we had a hot meal, since 
the field kitchen can’t get through...®

«... Yet during all these weeks I have 
not heard a single complaint. A t night, 
when we sit around the fire with tears 
streaming down our faces, the comrades 
tell stories! There is a lot of singing, 
too. Nobody doubts our victory...® lO f- 
ten they ask me : oTell us again, tenien- 
te, why did you really come here!®... I 
get my map and point out how France 
is surrounded on all sides by the fascists 
if they should come to win in Spain. 
W ith Spain to bolster it, Germany can 
shut off England from its colonies. That 
will be the moment when a new world 
war will have to break out, under the 
most favorable circumstances for fascism. 
For that reason we are not only defending 
Spain, but Democracy...®

«... Th ey look at me with shining eyes 
and say : QnS lu cha ! (Boy, what a bat­
tle !)».

Women have also come to help in 
Spain with unfailing enthusiasm.

Nurses and young women from dif­
ferent American universities work day 
and night in the hospitals close to the 
front. Their letters are the testimony 
of their enthusiasm and tireless activity. 
We should like to reproduce them a l l ; 
but unfortunately there is not enough 
space. We shall merely quote a para­
graph from one of these letters just to 
show the spirit which is moving our de­
fenders :

«I... judge the spirit by the soldiers. 
An ambulance came in with thirty wound­
ed. We started to take care of their 
wounds and bandage them before we put 
them into bed. A  young Spaniard {he 
must have been sixteen years old at the 
most) became impatient. He took out his 
penknife, cut open the palm of his hand 
removed the superficial inflicted bullet 
(all this without our knowledge). Then 
he held up his wounded hand in a salute, 
and holding the penknife in the other 
with the bloody bullet, shouted : «Com- 
rade medico, salud.® And holding his 
head high he continued and shouted, «No 
pasaran!®. In Spanish «No pasardn® 
means that Franco shall not pass. The  
bullet, you see. did not pass through the 
palm of his hand. It was in but not 
deeply imbedded. How’.s that for spirit!»

E . de CH .

(Written for «Servicio Espanol de Infor-
maci6n».)
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Mold’s Dcafli and flic Monic dc la Bruinia
I had known Mola since 1935.  ̂ niet him a fev\-

days after taking m3' oath in the Burgos court.
Mola had recently been appointed military com­

mander of Navarre, and he visited Burgos frequentl\-. 
He always stayed at the same hotel where I was stav­
ing, and there he had his interviews with General Gon­
zalez Lara. Gonzalez Lara was Captain General of 
Burgos, and he went frequently to Navarre to visit
uiola.

1 he ( rovernment should have been concerned with 
the intrigues of these two generals who were known to 
be open enemies of the Republic ; but they were con­
cerned only to a certain extent, as.they limited their 
precautions to appointing a police escort' for Mola, and 
at that it was done more as a measure to protect him 
than  ̂ to gather information about his activities.

Generals Mola and Gonzdlez Lara, and also other 
othcers who were not known to me, periodically dined 
together at the hotel where I was sta^dng.

Althougii I knew the royal-st ideas of these generals 
1 was not surprised at these periodic reunions. Around 
that time I had made a trip to Barcelona on the same 
train as (leneral Coded. I was acqua-nted with his 
son who was a practising lawyer in Madrid, and in his 
conversation General Coded expressed himself in terms 
openly hostile to the People’s Front and to the Genera- 
litat of Catalonia'.

(General Coded was going to the Balearic Isles not 
as a tourist or to seek solitary confinement, as his 
words would lead one to believe, but to assume supreme 
command of the military zone which is so important 
from an international point of view.

Coded predicted for us young people-his son and 
myself-unpleasant and tragic events for having permit­
ted the development of liberal ideas in Spain.

••Franco and inyself», he said to us, «went in time 
to warn those who should be warned, and we -said to 
them : here we are and with us is the whole Arnn- to 
save ^pain ; within the Republic we want to save'the 
^iintry . And do you know what the answer was’  
They sent Franco to the Canary Islands and me to 
ralma^to play bridge with the English tourists.»

Gotied believed that the (W rn m e n t was uTong in 
senchng him there, and I myself was and am still today 
of the same opinion.

_ General Coded was making a direct trip to Palma, 
without stopping at Barcelona, so as not to be present 
at the ceremonies to proclaim Companys President of 
Catalonia ; but he was to be in command of armed for­
ces, and to be_ shortly after one of the leaders of the 
military rebellion right in Barcelona.

But going back to Mola’s meeting with the roval- 
ist military leaders in Burgos, I believe 1 am not wrong 
in affirming that in'these meetings the military rebel­
lion, which has today taken another course was pre­
pared, or at least that the initial plans were made 
there.

« 4: :f:
jMHien are we going to take Bilbao?).
During the month of May this question passed from 

mouth to mouth all over the ••nationalist zone*).
Mola who was «The Chief.) in the North was con­

ducting the operations, and in thase spring days he 
was closing his circle around the resistance o'f the 
Basques.

? !  ultimatum to
Bilbao, but his threats contained a more serious sum­
mons.

«If you do not surrender., the sheets dropped h\ 
his air force stated, al have sufficient means and ele- 
ineiits to destroy and wipe out your whole countrv».

He was not bluffing : Durango, Guernica and other 
towns destroyed by fire and shrapnel bear witness to 
this.

b y  A n to n io  R u iz V ila p la n a
I he_ fall of Bilbao was impending. I heard about 

the resistance put up by the «gudaris», of the steel 
ring around the city ; but I had the feeling that all 
that was_ useless. T saw material and regular Italian 
^rces with strong motorized detachments arriving in 
Burgos every day ; ('lermau bombers and pursuit planes 
arrived every day at the ('xamonal and Vitoria airfields 
and there awaited orders to attack. In view of the 
tremendous amount of war elements acciimmulated in 
Spam by the glaring intervention of Germanv and 
Italy It was easy to surmise that the brave but isolated 
defen.se of the Ba.sqiies would sooner or later break 
down.

The German aviators were .solemn and reserved 
and never gave out any news about the operations ; but 
the feu Spanish aviators, who ever̂ ■  once in a while 
intervened in the war, were more outspoken and fre- 
quenth’ spoke to us iu an, admiring manner.

..Believe me, it is great.., they .said to us. ..What 
•splendid material ! And how great these guys are! 
In a period of two hours they start out all together, 
the_\ drop the pills wherever it is convenient and then 
return without breaking their formation. Thei- never 
lose a plane.))

_ <.It is only natural !.. said a friend. ..Thei- have no 
air force! And you can hardly expect them* to bring 
a plane down with a rock or a .stick...»

•.Tomorrow.), said an .Andalusian a\-iator ..something 
oig ns going to happen. Those fellows were very much 
exited  toda.v over at the {'.amonal airfield'. If some- 
Ihnig on a great scale is going to take place, I am going 
to ti'v and get them to let me go up with one of them...

«Oh! If something big is going to happen., said 
another vSpamsh aviator, «I am sure to go. The Ger­
man commander of the Gamonal airfield is staving at 
the same hotel as I am and he ufill sureh- let me go 
Ihe other day at Durango it was very serious. We 

had to reach an elevation of three thousand meters for 
u-e could not breathe due to the smoke and the heat...

In view of this, we all expected the fall of Bilbao 
from one moment to another bv that s •̂stem of ..roast­
ing from the air»..

1 1 u already- talking about a government
headed by Mola. 1  his was to be constituted immedia­
tely- after the fall of the city, and was to be formed 
by ..orderly people.) and right wing politicians, and 
vvas intended as a guarantee and a check to the fascist 
elements.

All of a sudden the iieu's about the death of Mola 
_ He died in an earoplane accident, when he was fly- 
ing trom Vitona to Burgos. The plane crashed on 
Monte de la Brujula and the general, his staff and the 
pilot died instantly.

Half an hour after the news reached me, a military 
ambulance followed by some official automobiles sped 
by towards the military ho.spital. The ambulance was 
carrying Mola’s remains.

His dead body was torn to pieces, and the doctors 
took enormous pains to put the pieces together again

As one of them explained to me later, the dead body 
was so disfigured and torn that it could not be seen b̂ - 
anyone It vvas ju.st a formless mass of fle.sh, a blood'v 
me.s.s of fle.sh...

A t midnight I saw the hearse going over the desert­
ed .Arco bridge, carrying tlie corp.se to the Army head­
quarters to await its removal to Pamplona.
*;i 1 following day the u-hole population of Burgos 
filed through the Arm y Headquarters where a tightly 
closed casket, guarded by Navarrese forces, was exhi­
bited to the public.

A requiem Mass was said in the .same room at noon 
and imniediately afterwards the corpse was taken bv 
road to Pamplona.

In the very same room where a few months back 
the Burgos authorities had humbly submitted to Mola 
the same authorities were now reunited to render him’ 
their last homage.

I .stood close to the casket, and mv mind was far 
away from the scene. An ob.session tortured me, so­
mething was hammering in mv ears :

• 1 “ ^ 1  Monte de la Bru-
juia. In the Monte de la Brujula!).

* *

\̂ hen the repression being carried out by the rebels 
was at Its highest point and the families of the working 
and middle classes spent night after night in anguish 
and uncertainty ; when the fields all over the territory 
controlled by the rebels were every morning strewn
with dead bodies, .some one in a high office issued an 
order :

..Enough of these ghastly .spectacles! Let Justice 
follow Its course ; but let it be handled cleverly and 
without marring the ’Cilorious national movement’ 
with  ̂these hideous e.xhibitions...

1  he tragic dawns and the hideous discoveries were 
put an end to. The roads and the fields recovered 
their normal appearence, and the discoveries of uniden- 
tified corp.ses no longer filled up the official records 

but the terror continued invading the homes Every 
night many victims fell under the white terror. Every 
night brought death and sorrow to many homes.

i\o more dead bodies were seen on the roads, in the 
fields (3r m the rivers, but in every city, in every town 
and vil age, there was a di.stant .secluded place* which 
received the hideous legacy.

And thus in the small villages and wherever there 
was a cluster of wretched little houses, large ditches 
were opened like the Hond6n in Rodillo, and in every 
town a lot like the IJano in BLstepar, and in every cit'v 
a \;a.st and di.stant field like the Monte de la Bfiiiul’a 
111 Burgos... ■’

The Monte de la Brujula ! The highest point along 
the \ itona highway, an insignificant hill which, amidst 
the surrounding bare prairies, assumes the pretentious 
appearence of a mountain, received every night in its 
entrails the tragic loads which bigotry and hatred took 
as  ̂ toll from the peaceful, defenseless population.

On passing by this pretentious little  ’hill 1 have 
many times instinctively closed m y eyes in repugnance.
I tought that the many hundreds of corpses buried 
there would rise up to complain... I would anxiously 
open my eyes to peer at something unknown lying on 
top ot the freshly removed earth, on top of the im­
perceptible ditches...

Monte de j a  Brujula I On its, borders, in its vici­
nity-populated b.v bloody vision.s, replete with the sor­
row of human beings brutally sacrificed-a German 
plane similar to .so many other German planes which 

trom the skies drop death and destruction on defen.se-

r ?  Commander-in-
first achief.. of

t̂ he rebellion, one of those principal bv responsible for 
bringing about the .tragedy which is taking as a toll 
the lives of hundreds of thousands of Spain’s men 
women and children, met his death. Mola met his 
death m one of the foreign planes which he ordered to 
fly over Spanish cities and drop murderous shrapnel 
oil the defen.sele.ss Spanish people which he and the
other rebel generals and their allies claimed to be 
.saving.

OPEN lETER, (0 (he Edilor
Daily IcleRrapli and MornlnR Post 

LONDON

From Ihe book .Hoy F e . . . ,  (J Cerlify...) by Anlonio  
Ruts Vilaplana, Secretary of a Law Court in Burgos, 
who recently escaped from rebel territory. T h is  book 
has just been published in Par'iK.

Dear Sir :

In the January 8th issue of 
your paper you ’ publish a de­
spatch from pour special corre­
spondent with the Government 
forces at Teriiel giving an accu­
rate account of the brilliant Re­
publican victory at Teruel. He 
points out that,

.‘It IS interesting to note that 
the taking of Teruel and its de­
fence against two tremendous

counter-attacks has been achieved 
entirely by Spanish troops with­
out the intervention of the In­
ternational Brigade.))

Your correspondent, who was ac­
tually in Teruel during the ope­
rations, undoubtedly saw that 
only Spani.sh troops participat­
ed ; and since he is \-onr cor­
respondent and you publish his 
material, it is to be assumed that 
he is trustworthy.

In your January lotli edition, 
however, you print a despatch 
on Teruel from your special 
correspondent with the rebel 
forces, who is in San Sebastian,  
to the effect that

•'A Nationalist commentator 
remarks that the enemy forces 
at Teruel are composed as to 40 
per cent of jews, Negroes, North 
Americans and Czechs; 40 per 
cent of trade unionists and 20 
per cent of Communists and So- 
cialists.i>

\\ as this later .statement of \-our 
special correspondent i;i «Saii Se- 
bastian», who merely transmits 
statements made bv a rebel com­

mentator, piibli.shed in order to 
discredit the statement of your 
correspondent with the (".overn- 
ment forces ?

You have, probably, since read 
Ernest Hemingway’s statement 
to a reporter of «Ce vSoir)) to the 
effect that only .Spanish troops 
took part in the Teruel opera­
tions. Ernest Hemingway has, 
of cour-se, from the beginning 
been a friend of the Spanish Gov­
ernment and of the Spani.sh peo­
ple as have all straight-think­
ing, decent men and women the 
world over. But it is known that 
a man of his integrity .\-nnld not 
i-ssue such a statement abroad 
unless it were absolutely true.

It is not possible that a news­

paper which enjoys such prestige 
as yours could be coii.sciously 
made an instrument of rebel pro­
paganda. I consider that it is 
only through an error that your 
paper has fallen a victim to the 
propaganda which the Spanish 
rebels ..so cleverlyi. di.stribute for 
foreign consumption.

Bru, Gii.i'iN

All articles and 
items in this weekly 
may be reprinted
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TH E INSURGENTS AND TH E CHURCH

ed

nWhen the troops of the Moor­
ish Foreign Legion entered Pam- 
ilona, their black faces still 
slacker from, the dust and heat 
)f the battle of Badajoz, they 
vere enthusiastically acclaimed, 

[aThis is no civil war, sim, a 
/Oman exclaimed to me, «it is a 
'rusade!».»

This excerpt from a message 
/hich appeared at the end of 
LUgust in a Right-wing French 

lew.spaper, is significant as il­
lustrating to what heights of 

[inanity people are still able to 
ittain in the twentieth century, 

ôr the lady in Pamplona who 
greeted the Foreign Legionaries 
ind Moors as crusaders is by no 

Itneans an exception. T h e rebel 
propagandists s e t  themselves 
from the beginning to create in 

[Spain, as also abroad, an atmos- 
' phere reminiscent of the Crusa- 
Ides. Th ey relied on the as­
sumption that all faithful Cathol- 

[ics in Spain, were in their camp. 
This assumption has proved to 

■ be erroneous.
On October 4th, 1936, six 

I weeks after the outbreak of the 
[insurrection, Don Jose Aguirre, 
ithe leader of the Basque Catholic 
[Nationalist Party, made the fol- 
I lowing declaration before the as- I  sembled Cortes :

«1 regard it as of particular 
rimportance at this moment to 
[state emphatically that we of the 
I Basque country are all with you 
I against Fascism, and that we are 
quite esj^cially so because of our 
undeviating Christian and Ca­
tholic principles. You can count 

! on our being and remaining 
I wholeheartedly and loyally on 
'your side. Christ chose neither 
bayonet nor gun to win the 
w'orld. A  Christian movement 

I such as ours vindicates social 
tprogress. For what other reason 
' did Christ come into the world ? 
We come from the people, we are 
the descendants of the people, 
just as Christ came from the 
people, we are with Him and 
with the people in this fight. Our 
Church is the Church of the poor 
and humble.))

Behind the man who made this 
profession of faith was ranged 
the majority of the Basque Ca­
tholics. W ith those of the Ca­
talan Catholics who are loyal to 
the Government they amount 
about one third of all the Ca­
tholics of Spain. The Basque 
country is, moreover, the one 
province of Spain which has 
adhered most strictly to the fun­
damental principles o f  t h e  
Christian faith! It is likewise 
the only province of Spain in 
which a Christian Social mo­
vement with its roots in the 
people can be compared for 
strength with the Socialist Wor­
kers’ movement. The Basques 
of Bilbao were, even after a year 
of civil war, still more Catholic 
than «red».

_Fut they would have no truck 
With Crusader Franco. In Irun, 
^an Sebastian, Durango, Guer­
nica, Bilbao the self-styled De­
fender of the Faith has had to 
subdue the Catholic provinces 
step by step after a hard strug­
gle, and with the help of Moham­
medan troops.

What is the deduction to be 
m'awn from this? That otrue» 
Catholics are against Franco and 
that only the bishops and the

hypocritical land-owners are with 
him? Not at all. Such an as­
sumption would be as erroneous 
as the assumption that all Cathol­
ics were on his side. In the 
Spanish question one must be on 
one’s guard against broad gene­
ralizations. T h e truth of the 
matter is that the rift runs right 
through the Catholic Church. 
The great majority of the Ca­
tholics of Navarra have been 
without doubt behind Franco 
from the beginning; the great 
majority of the Basque Cathol­
ics have from the beginning been 
behind the Government.

The whole question hinges not 
on religious, but on political, 
doctrines. The contrast in the 
behaviour of the Basque and the 
Navarran Catholics is inexplic­
able as a theological problem, 
but perfectly explicable as a po­
litical problem.

The Basques have striven for 
centuries to attain linguistic, cul­
tural and economic autonomy. 
History has taught them that the 
liberal democratic movement in 
Spain favours the cause of racial 
minorities and that movements 
aiming at absolute monarchy and 
dictatorship, on the other hand, 
are bitterly opposed to all dem­
ands for autonomy. The Cathol­
ics of the Basque country had 
everything to hope for from the 
Republic and, nothing from the 
Generals. Franco’s first act after 
taking Bilbao was to abolish 
Basque fiscal autonomy.

In Navarra the position was 
exactly the reverse. T h e Pyre­
nean valleys of Navarra had re­
mained a stronghold of medieval 
tradition ; it was Spain’s Vendee 
and the birth-place of the Carlist 
movement. In Navarra Cathol­
icism was synonymous with the 
political programme of absolute 
monarchy, with the retention of 
patriarchal, feudal conditions in 
agriculture.

The Catholicism of the Basque 
country, a predominantly indus­
trial province, professed the faith 
of the flChurch of the poor and 
liumbleB, the Christianity of the 
Sermon on the Mount, of the 
dcamel and the needle’s eye».

The Catholicism of Navarra 
professed the faith of the Church 
of Torquemada, of the quarrel­
some and worldly Popes of‘ the 
Middle ages, of the Church M il­
itant.

It is one of the fundamental 
untruths of the rebel propaganda 
to designate this war a religious 
war. One need not be en ortho­
dox Christian to consider it blas­
phemy for ambitious Generals to 
use God as an excuse for their 
insurrection. The struggle bet­
ween feudalism and democracy in 
Spain has as little to do with 
religion as had those picture post­
cards in 1914 which portrayed 
God blessing a French mine­
layer or a German submarine, as 
the case might be.

The crusading spirit of the 
rebel Generals only persists so 
long as believers and priests 
identify themselves with the pu­
rely political aims of the insur­
rection. The m o m e n t  that 
priests, and even bishops, cease 
to see eye to eye with these po­
litical aims they are treated as 
enemies, and either imprisoned or 
shot. A  well-known case in point 
is that of the Bishop of Vitoria

and Canon Don Lucius, who, at 
the beginning of the struggle in 
the Basque country, were arrest­
ed by Carlists together with thir­
teen pupils of the Priests’ Sem­
inary and shot.

T h e number of Catholic priests 
executed by the rebels has been 
computed at over 150.

The Protestants in rebel ter­
ritory were given a particularly 
bad time.

The Protestants form a small, 
but socially far from unimpor­
tant, minority in Spain, since 
their adherents are drawn for the 
most part from the educated 
middle classes. The liberal and 
strongly social character of the 
Protestant Minority Church in 
Spain made it inevitable that 
members of the Evangelical com­
munity should be regarded from 
the first as suspect and as en­
emies of the Burgos regime.

Here is an extract from a do­
cument in my possession which 
is based, on an investigation con­
ducted by the Protestant com­
munity in Madrid :

<cThe members of the Protest­
ant faith in Madrid, who are 
connected with any political 
party, deem it their duty to make 
known to the public the follow­
ing facts with regard to the per­
secution and murder of digni­
taries and members of the L u ­
theran Church by Spanish Fas­
cists.

«Iu Granada the Protestant 
pastors Jose Garcia Fernandez 
and Salvador Iniguez, together 
with the wife or the former, were 
shot. Another dignitary of the 
Lutheran Church, Samuel Pa- 
lonuque, is, if he is yet alive, in 
prison.

»In Cordoba Pastor Antonio 
Garcia was expelled ; before he 
had time to leave the town all his 
furniture was removed by Carl­
ists, who threatened to kill him. 
Antonio Garcia and his wife fled 
that same night to Gibraltar 
without any luggage and com­
pletely without resources.

»In San Fernando Pastor M i­
guel Blanco was shot under mart­
ial law in the presence of his 
mother and a number of members 
of the Protestant Church oto 
serve as an example to heretics®, 
it was stated in the official report. 
It is feared that his fellow Pas­
tor Francisco L6pez of Puerto 
Real has met with a like fate.

»Since the beginning of A u­
gust Carlos Linean, of the village 
of Miada near Badajoz, and Luis 
Cabrera, the Protestant teacher 
of the neighbouring village of 
Santa Amalia, have disappeared 
and nothing further has been 
heard of them.

»ln Ibahernando, in the Prov­
ince of Caceres, a number of 
Protestants were shot, among 
them the well-known notable 
Francisco Tirado.

sin  Santa Amalia the wife of 
a Protestant agricultural labourer 
was saturated in petrol and set 
alight, and then, after being ter­
ribly burned, she was beheaded 
with an axe.»

I received a t3/ped copy of this 
document at the beginning of 
November, 1936, in Madrid. The  
copy bore neither signature nor 
date and the incidents related 
seemed to me so crude that at 
first 1 doubted the authenticity

of the document. I made enquir­
ies and gained possession of pa­
pers which confirm the allegat­
ions in the report, among them 
a letter written by Pastor EHas 
Araujo of the Protestant Mission 
in Madrid to Professor F . J. Paul 
of Belfast. The letter contains 
the text of the first report from 
Antonio Garcia, the Pastor men­
tioned ill paragraph three of the 
above document. He confirms 
among other things the shooting 
of Pastor Miguel Blanco in San 
Fernando, as well as that of Pas­
tor Iniguez of Granada and of his 
predecessor Garcia Fernandez 
(see paragraph two of the docu­
ment). Only Samuel Palonuque, 
thanks to the adroit intervention 
of his wife, escaped abroad after 
five days of imprisonment.

Further material regarding the 
persecution of Protestants in re­
bel territory w'as published by 
Dr. Inge at the end of November 
in the «Spectator» a n d  the 
«Church of England Newspa- 
pera. Dr. Inge related, among 
other things, that the Protestant 
Pastor of Salamanca, his wife 
and two children were executed 
as «hereticsB by the rebels and 
that the Protestant Pastor of V a ­
lladolid was burned alive in gaol. 
The French Protestant newspa­
per, ((Evangile et Libertea, writ­
ing of this ghastly revelation, 
expressed the fear th a t:

«... the overthrow of the -cons­
titutionally elected Republican 
Government would also mean the 
downfall of Spanish Protestant­
ism, as the result of a fresh wave 
of persecution of Protestants and 
the re-introduction of autos de fe, 
with the difference that instead 
of the formal ceremonial of the 
stake and the death-mask of 
former times the far more drast­
ic and summary firing squads 
and the executioner’s axe would 
be brought into play...a

So much for the treatment of 
Protestants by the rebels. That 
their treatment of the Jews is 
even worse goes without saying. 
The rebel Press is particularly 
fond of referring in catch-words, 
strictly after the German pat­
tern, to ojews, Freemasons and 
Marxists®, who must be extirpat­
ed for the good of Spain. In 
Spanish Morocco, at the begin­
ning of the insurrection, the 
Jewish communities were forced 
to contribute to Franco’s war 
chest, and prominent Jewish cit­
izens were arrested and shot. In 
Tangier Phalangists posted up 
anti-Semitic notices in which the 
Mohammedans were adjured «to

declare war against Jews and 
CommunistSB. Finally, in Te- 
tuan, in the months of July and 
August, 1936, regular progroms 
were carried out in the Jewish 
districts, the organized origin of 
which was untraceable. Similar­
ly  popular editions of the oElders 
of Ziona and translations of 
German anti-Semitic literature 
were widely disseminated.

Thus the problem of Franco’s 
position with regard to religion 
may be summed up as follows i

Franco does not represent the 
interests of believers as against 
the forces that threaten religion. 
He represents the interests of 
that section of the Catholic pop­
ulation which is Catholic and 
reactionary. Catholics with Rep­
ublican sympathies are persecut­
ed by him with the same ruth- 
lessnes as are Republicans who 
profess no religion. The Pro­
testants who, owing to their 
social status, are almost entirely 
Republican, are treated as out- 
and-out enemies, as are the Jews.

The analogy with the attitude 
of the State to the Church under 
other dictatorships is unmistak­
able. In Germany, too, the Nat­
ional-Socialists, before seizing 
power, maintained that they 
were the defenders of the Faith  
and of culture against the godless 
Weimar Republic ; scarcely had 
they attained power than they 
began to persecute that section 
of the Catholic and Protestant 
Church which did not submit to 
the dictates of wordly tyrants 
and refused to identify themsel­
ves with their methods and polit­
ical aims. In Germany, too, dis­
agreements and splits occurred 
within the protestant and Cathol­
ic Churches for purely worldly, 
political reasons ; and there were 
also dignitaries of the Church 
who became the willing tools bf 
that same tyranny. It would 
appear that wherever modem 
dictatorships of the Fascist type 
come to power, the Church has 
to undergo a historical trial si­
milar to that which it underwent 
in the early Middle Ages when 
the power of the absolute mon­
archies was being consolidated, a 
trial leading to the same internal 
divisions and dissensions.

Taken from a book entitled 
^Spanish Testaments by Arthur 
Koestler, foreign correspondent 
of the London newspaper uNews 
Chronicles, who was taken pri­
soner by the insurgents at Md-* 
laga. T he book is published by 
Gollancz and contains an intro­
duction by the Duchess of Atholl.

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
Workers’ Institutes in Alcoy

The Republic Creates New Schools

On the petition of the Textile Workers’ Trade Union at Alcoy, 
the Government have ordered the establishment of a Workers’s 

Secondary Institute, for workers and sons of workers in Alcoy and 
its neighborhood ; a Politechnic School for Workers, in which special 
attention will be paid to the textile industries ; and a Centre for 

Industrial Experiments for the carrying out of scientific experiments 
concerning these industries. A ll of these educational institutions 
will be located in Alcoy. The burden of supporting them will be 
divided between the Government and the Textile Industry Trade 
Unions of Alcoy.

-p- i
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The M i l i ta r y  Situation
The Battle of Teruel

A t the time of writing these comments, the 
rebel counter-offensive in Teruel has reached its 
climax. T h e rebels have reacted late but vigor­
ously to the blow struck by our speedy offensive. 
From the second day of our offensive in lower 
Aragon it was obvious that it had caught them 
unawares and baffled them. T h e defense put up 
by their troops was disorderly and careless ; and 
the great confusion of their movements proved 
that they were not subjected to a plan, but to 
the tactical and strategical promptings of the 
moment. While in our camp the military me­
chanism functioned with exact regularity and in 
perfect order, in Teruel proper and in the neigh­
boring bases like Sigiienza, Calamocha, Albarra- 
cin, Calatayud and Saragossa, manoeuvres were 
continually undertaken and then immediately 
cancelled and abandoned. Aranda tried despe­
rately but in vain to gather sufficient forces to­
gether to remedy the harm done. Pressed hard by 
the urgency of the moments, spurred on by the 
frantic S O S  sent from Teruel, he drove on his 
columns one after the other, and when he saw 
them broken up, half destroyed by our accurate 
fire, he re-enforced them and drove them on to 
still more deadly attacks. Finally, concentrations 
carefully prepared for other enterprises were taken 
from their bases and pitted against our fronts in 
lower Aragon. W e are fighting and resisting 
heroically. Great masses of aeroplanes and ar­
tillery of the Fascist International are pitted 
against our recently occupied lines. Franco’ s 
plans have been broken up. H is troops, are fight­
ing today where we want them to fight.

 ̂ 4s :C

On this occasion the rebels were victims of an 
excess of confidence. T h ey did not want to un­
derstand that their victories in the North were 
essentially due to their great superiority in ma­
terial and to the geographical factor. Let us sup­
pose that Vizcaya, Santander and the Asturias 
had been connected through the Rioja with the 
Republican front in Aragon. From a moral and 
military point of view it is questionable whether 
the success of Franco and his foreign masters 
would have been possible. Certainly not. Against 
the Italo-German air force we would have match­
ed our own air force which, although inferior in 
numbers, is rendered far superior by the bravery 
and fearlessnes of our pilots and the quality of 
our material. T o their masses of artillery and 
squadrons of armored cars and to their great 
quantit of portable automatic weapons, we would 
have opposed similar war material, to their shock 
troops, our mobile divisions.

When we raised the question of geographical 
fatalities and the injustice of one sided Non In­
tervention, and claimed that the struggle on the 
fronts in the East, Teruel, Center and South 
would be quite different, the rebel press at V a­
lladolid, Burgos, Salamanca and Seville and their 
branches abroad, affirmed that we were resorting 
to ridiculous excuses, but that in reality we were 
hopelessly beaten.

It was clear, of course, that our successes at 
Brunete and Belchite confirmed our assertion. 
Franco himself issued a comunique whereby he 
acknowledged the fact that we had an Arm y. 
But the rebel generals and the foreign technicians 
who are advising and directing them always be­
lieved that we would limit ourselves to wait for 
their offensives in silence and resignation, and 
that we would not attempt to take the initiative.

If after the campaign in the North was over 
the rebels had immediately transferred their re­
maining forces and material to Castille a n j Ara­
gon and had rapid,ly launched an offensive on a 
great scale, then perhaps we would have been 
forced to limit ourselves to a flexible defensive 
on a deep line, followed by a counterattack the 
same as in Brihuega, or to a tenacious resistance 
oil a limited line the same as in Arganda. But 
in the North the rebels lost enormous amounts 
of war material and many thousands of men. 
T h ey were engaged for eight months in hard and 
tenacious struggles, and during that time they 
were incapable of starting even a minor offensive 
from the Pyrinees to Castel de Ferro. A s  the 
military critic of «La Depechen de Toulouse quite 
often stated, the rebels did not have the means to 
carry out two offensives simultaneously, notwith­
standing the fact that they were continually re­
ceiving men and material from Italy and Ger­
many.

And in the belief that they were insured against 
transcendental surprises, they set themselves

Franco’s plans have been 
broken up. His troops are 
fighting today where we 
want them to fight.

peacefully to re-group their fighting units and to 
renew their commands, and this task had not been 
finished by December 15.

T h ey were still engaged in this task when we 
made our rapid attack on Teruel. T h ey did not 
expect it and were unable to realize its intensity 
for 48 hours. Perhaps they considered it a feint 
on our part to mislead them, or that we were 
scouting in great scale. The insults which Quei- 
po de Llano broadcast from Seville, calling the 
Republican Arm y aa body of gangsters® and the 
greatest apack of murderers, which the world has 
ever known®, and his grotesque insults against 
General Saravia, were clear signs of the surprise 
which our attack produced.

4e 4i 4i

Notwithstanding the fact that the Republican 
Arm y was still in its adolescence and notwith­
standing the haste and urgency with which it 
was created, our High Command believed that it 
had already reached a stage in which it was cap­
able of striking heavy blows and of manoeuvering 
ably even under adverse circumstances. And the 
H igh Command did not consider it wise to wait 
to fight under conditions chosen by the rebels. 
On the contrary, they decided to compel the in­
surgents to fight under conditions chosen by our 
leaders, to take the lead away from them, to 
frustrate their strategic plans. A s to the manner 
in which this was attained, the best proof is ob­
tained by examining what is happening today 
on our fronts. Whatever may happen in the fut­
ure, the fact remains that the initiative has 
changed sides, that the national and foreign ene­
mies no longer strike where they wish and when 
they wish, that we are outmanoeuvering them and 
that their vast projects for invasion and strategic 
conquest have faded into nothing, and that beyond 
our frontiers and our territorial waters people are 
beginning to believe that we are going to win 
the war.

% 4c 4:

A  dispatch from Rome states that Mussolini 
has received a long memorandum from the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Italian Expeditionary 
forces in Spain, informing him that Franco can­
not win the war if he is not supplied with one 
hundred thousand more men and the necessary 
material.

But will Mussolini, and is he able to, make 
this new enormous sacrifice ? In order to try to 
convince him. Franco has sent Mussolini an in­
decorous, tearful entreating telegram replete with 
flattery. The Italian press published this shame­
ful telegram in full.

However, it will not be by humuliating acts of 
this nature that Franco will convince Mussolini 
to give him further assistance. Mussolini will 
consider the problem on purely essential terms, 
with pragmatic realism, and will act according 
to circumstances ; but present circumstances are 
not favorable for increasing Italian intervention 
in Spain. The French left-wing press, has been 
publishing detailed information regarding the in­
ternal situation in Italy. Concern over the Span­
ish adventure is continually growing. The  
middle class is completely bankrupt and the work­
ers have descended to a miserable standard of 
living. Illegal publications are ceaselessly in­
creasing. In a word : the Fascist political and 
social structure is beginning to crack.

Under such circumstances, will Mussolini ven­
ture to send Franco the extra one hundred thous­
and men he has asked for, especially in view of 
the fact that he has still to face Abyssinian re- 
sistence and political fluctuations in Central 
Europe? It w’ould hardly seem so.

And if he does not send Franco these extra 
men, it is hard to conceive how the Spanish rebel 
chief is going to make good his promises to Rome 
and Berlin...

And if he does send them, we are still at a loss 
as to how the rebel general is going to keep his 
promise...
(From the Decennial Information Bulletin issued 
by the General Staff of the Arm y. Dec. 31, 1937.)

January, 14, 19̂

T H E  B E Q I N N I N  
O F  T H E  E N D

News which reaches us every day from the rebel side confir 
the belief current here and abroad that the edifice built up by 

Spanish reactionary forces with the help of the Fascist Internatio 
is decomposing as rapidly as it was erected.

A t Teruel two Navarrese companies-Franco’s most trusted troo 
have deserted to the Loyalist side. A t  Huesca recently two hund. 
soldiers were shot because they were implicated in a plot to desert 

the side of Government. And in the same manner deserters 
continually streaming over to the Republican lines. Th ey all si 
that many thousands would do the same if they had the chance.

A  recent despatch from Gibraltar states that a Colonel who . 
cupied a high post in rebel territory deserted and immediately we 
to the Spanish consul to offer his services to the Republic.

Reports from Paris state that Spanish fascists are continua 
pouring into France, seemingly already weary of fascism. Th, 
say that the fascist heaven is not as heavenly as it was pictured to bf

Although there are so many men at the fronts, the number W l  

unemployed increases every day. The very few who are at woi *  *  

receive such low wages that with the natural increase in prices d i L c  
to the scarcity of prime necessities they can hardly afford to purcha 
food.

The depression all over rebel territory is terrific, and the brilliai ! ^  
Republican victory at Teruel, which the rebels have tried so hardly 

conceal, has caused real panic among the dominating classes. TlLigni 
general bUief is that it is only a matter of time before they collap]jph 
completely. ^and
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Mr. Shinwell in Madrii
truth

Mr. E . Shinwell, who was for­
merly Minister for Mines in the 
British Government and who is 
now on a visit to Republican 
Spain with a party of eight other 
Labour M. P ’s., made the follow­
ing statement to a reporter 
during his visit to Madrid :

«Our visit to Madrid has made 
an excellent impression on us. 
We have been astounded at the 
courage and enthusiasm of the 
people of Madrid, who carry on 
their normal life in spite of the 
bombardments. The entire peo­
ple seem optimistic. We have 
also been able to appreciate the 
efficiency of the forces compos­
ing the Republican People’s A r­
my and our impression could not 
be better. We have visited the 
trenches and have talked to offic­
ers and soldiers, in all of whom 
we have noted a magnificent 
fighting spirit.

»We are longing for our re­
turn to England so that we can 
set forth our impressions and in­
crease the aid for the Spanish 
Government, especially in thase 
foodstuffs ofl which there is a 
shortage. W e shall also bring 
pressure to bear on the Govern­
ment so as to try and make it 
intensify its aid.

»When we return to England 
we shall also say that judging by 
what we have seen at the fronts 
and behind the lines we are con­
vinced that the Spanish Repub­
lic will be triumphant.

»Since the beginning of the 
war the English working class 
has been on the side of the Span­
ish Republic. Th ey have publish­
ed articles and held meetings in 
its favour.

means for carrying on the war 
which it has a perfect right.

»Finally we must express oi 
gratitude for the friendlinej 
with which we have been treaty 
in Spain. We have heard 
Spanish hospitality, but little l. 
we realise how hospitable tj 
Spanish people really are.

»At the same time we hâ  
been able to appreciate the unij 
which exists among the Spanij 
working class, unity which 
lending every aid to the Spanij 
Republic and which is. benefits 
and doing a great service to 
English working class.))
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T a k e  Reprisals A ga in !  
th e  Anther of “ Dop Fe.{ 

( “ I C e r tify ..” )

»The work that we propose to 
carry out when we return to our 
country is to influence the Gov­
ernment to put an end to the farce 
of Non-Intervention and to af­
ford the Spanish Government

The rebel authorities have 
ficially discharged Antonio Rfl 
Vilaplana, formerly secretary 
a law court in Burgos, from tl 
post. This step was taken in 
cordance with the decree of 3 
cember 1936. His discharge' 
made retroactive and dates 
12th July last. Ruiz Vilaph 
is accused of going over to 
red zone.

(aDiario de Burgos®, Deccfi 
ber 20, 1937.)

N . B. —  It will be recal 
that Ruiz Vilaplana passed ft 
rebel territory into France, wb  ̂
he spent some time during wbi] 
he wrote his book aDoy Fe. 
(«I Certify...®) describing 
experiences in rebel Spain, 
only came to loyalist terriWl 
in December, 1937. W e are 
present publishing chapters ft̂  
his famous book.
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