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On March 5th., 1938, Colonel Adalberto Tejeda,
le new Mexican Ambassador to the Spanish Republic,
resented his letters of credence to President Azana.

The following speech was delivered by H. E. the
Lexican Ambassador :

public
days™ «Mr. President,
ed.) »In fulfilment of a high mission which exceeds my

erits, I have the honour of placing in Your Excel-
ncy’s hands the Letters which accredit me as Ambas-
dor of the United States of Mexico to the Govern-
1 dit of the Spanish Republic and, at the same time,
those announcing the recall of m\' distinguished pre-
ly 1t decessor.
adpi »On assuming the functions of the high mission
e: ith which 1 have been entrusted | wish, above all,
glari  express to Your Excellency my profound satisfac-
on at the honour my Government has conferred upon
e in appointing me to represent it in strong, heroic
pain, which with such great courage is defending her
hdependence and her institutions against the unjusti-
pQd aggression of those who are attempting to force
ider upon her a system opposed to her aspirations and to
reduc er vital interests.

»In the fulfilment of my mission | shall follow the

Je nwavering line which Mexico has laid down in her
toriii: relations with other nations, that of honestly carrying
L Tor,"ut her duties as a friendly nation, which goes hand

hand with her historic tradition of absolute and in-
nable respect for International Law. It is for this
asoli that the action of Mexico in rendering assist-
e to a friendly Government based on the vdll of the
'Ople has been an absolutely correct one in the strictest
uiidestanding of International Law. For this reason
ra. so, since the very first moment of the Spanish tra-
v d, Mexico has defended her conduct and has ac-
pted the consequences of so doing, conscious of her
~sponsibility and inspired by the fervour of her efforts
Rich, for more than a century past, have been aimed
planning her existence in accordance with a regime
justice and well-being.

»In Alexico, as in no other country, the soul of the
~Nrople has been profoundly moved by the hard trials
~hich the Spanish people are bearing with such self-
U~ial und bravery. This is due to the fact that Mex-
>au History abounds in episodes which are very similar
and have likewise brought forth anguish. Since the

ar of Independence— which had all the characteristics

u rebellion against the oppression of a monarchy”™ and
®privileged class of clergy and landowners similar to
.. lose who oppressed the Spanish people— our life has

a continuous battle against foreign invasion,
gainst an empire of adventurers aided by traitors,
hich obliged the Republic to seek refuge in a small

our national territory. At that time the Re-

nblic was represented by President Juarez, who had
~Mviously passed the reform .laws and who, with a
andful of patriots, fought against the invader and
Ngainst a dictatorship which, for many long years, tor-
Pi'ed the people with great social inequalities. Fin-

I as in Spain to-day, it was necessary”™ to fight and

de- ~Uihilate an army of Pretorians which, together with
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the clergy and the hoarders of wealth, attempted to
seize power, and in doing so it was necessary to sacri-
fice the nation’s highest representative. But, through-
out this long struggle, there was born and crystallised
an advanced revolutionary ideology'. It is only at the
present time that the full development of this ideology
has been attained. This is to be seen in present-day
life in Mexico, which is so full of hopes and achieve-
ments for the working class.

BSpain and Mexico are travelling along similar
paths towards the same ideal. They both uphold a
social doctrine based on the irrefutable principles which
govern the life, not only of individuals, but also of the
people as a whole.

BSocial conflict takes place as a natural consequence
of biological order. Two opposing forces appear on the
plane of human life : the instinct of conservation of
the individual which makes man the object, the reason
and the centre of gravity of the conceptions of Law
and Economy, and the instinct of conservation of the
human race, which safeguards and upholds general
interests and confers on the collective forces the pre-
eminent titles of a supreme goal.

»The composition of these two forces, or the deter-
mination of their result, generates the phenomena of
our increasing organic adaptation. It is their magni-
tude and angular displacement which determine the
rules presented to us throughout History by the evolu-
tion of the conception of justice.

«It is the task of the sociologist and statesman to
find the coordination of the interests which these two
forces represent by’ means of a technical, human and
integral process. In doing this they must always take
into account that the result must of necessity favour
the component which represents the highest interest,
that of the human race, which means the collective in-
terest.

i)The ethical contents in the above considerations
impose, both on the individual and on the peoples and
racial entities, the duty of a fraternal and reciprocal
assistance applied to the well-being and progress of all
and each, free from exclusiveness and from the ar-
rogant and controversial ambitions which have caused
the misfortunes from which the world is suffering.

»For this reason Mexico, on all occasions, has re-
course to the conscience of the world. This she does
b/ virtue of her membership of international institu-
tions as well as by direct appeals to the Governments
of other countries. She appeals for respect for the
sovereignty and rights of the Spanish people and for
the acknowledgement and confirmation of the legitim-
ate prerogatives of their Government.

nit is an undoubtable fact that if, since the begin-
ning of this bloody war, this decision had been taken,
the Republic would have been able to restore tranquil-
lity on Spanish soil. Had this happened there would
not have arisen the grave international complications
which will surely lead the world into the most terrible
of disasters, if the rules laid down for guaranteeing
justice and peace among nations continue to be forgot-
ten by the institution whose duty it is to see that they
are observed.

AFFAIRS

Officers, Commissars, and Soldiers
of the People’'s Army! AIll the
Spaniards are endeavouring to ex-
cel themselves. Excel yourselves,
too. Do notyield aninch of ground
to the foreigners. With rigid discipli-
ne,with conscientious training,with
invincible heroism, make of our
Army the victorious Army of an in-
dependent, free, and happy SPAIN.

»In the Spanish struggle the defenders of the Re-
public are at the same time the defenders of human
liberties. For this reason it is to be hoped that their
heroic sacrifices will make the democracies decide to
rectify; the criterion, which lack of foresight and a su-
perficial analysis of the causes and the nature of the
conflict forced upon them. For the international sig-
nificance of the struggle is now obvious.

bl cannot end without expressing to Your Excel-
lency, in the name of President Cardenas and in my
own, the most sincere wishes for the triumph of the
arms of the Republic as a necessary conclusion of this
glorious chapter in its History. It is a chapter written
with the generous and fertile blood of the energetic
Spanish people, who are fighting for the attainment of
an era of peace and progress, based on justice and the
rights of the working class.»

Speech of President Azana

vSenor Azana, the President of the Spanish Repub-
lic, replied in the following words :

«Mr. Ambassador,

»It gives me the greatest satisfaction to receive from
your hands the Letters which accredit you as Ambas-
sador of the United States of Mexico, and at the same
time, the Letters recalling your predecessor. Allow
me, on this occasion, to dedicate to Senor Don Ramon
P. de Negri the tribute which he has earned by the
way in which he exercised his mission.

»Mr. Ambassador, | accept and am pleased at the
words of brotherly affection which you address to the
Spanish nation. Our people have been obliged once
again to defend with arms their freedom and indepen-
dence, the maintenance of which is closely linked, as
on other occasions, to respect for Law and for World
Peace, which is now threatened if not broken.

bY ou are quite right, Mr. Ambassador, when you
say that Mexico regulates her relations with other
countries in accordance with the loyal fulfilment of the
duties laid down by International Law. She rejects
the use of violence. She rejects the interference of
foreign powers in the internal affairs of a people. This
virtue becomes more admirable the more often we see
it neglected. Spain is well acquainted with the exact-
ness and determination with which the Mexican Gov-
ernment and people respect and uphold the rights of
the Spanish Republic, which are none other than those
of the nation as a whole, to freely decide the kind of
Government they wish. This the Spanish nation has
done on various occasions during the past few years
and this it will do once again as soon as the establish-
ment of normal conditions permits it. The Spanish
people are fighting for the acknowledgement and re-
cognition of the legiLimacy of decisions which emanate
from the majority of public opinion. No minority,
whatever banners it may display, has a right to impose
itself on the remainder of tliv country. The courage
necessary'- to face the hard trials of the present moment

{Continued on page 2)
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is based on this conviction, which is proved by expe-
immense majority of the
.Spanish people do not wish to live subjected to a despo-

rience. Namely, that the
tic and irresponsible regime.

»No political regime,

tizens.

dual, as well as civil

Dr. Negrin receives the International Press:=:.

On Wednesday, March 3,
1938, representatives of the in-
ternational Press were received
by Dr. Negrin at the Presiden-
cy. He has not given an inter-
view of this kind since last Nov-
ember. ..There were also present
Don Jose Giral, Foreign Minis-
ter, and Senor Prat, Under Secre-
tary of the Presidency. More
than fifty representatives of the
foreign agencies and newspapers
accredited to the Government
were present.

TERUEL

Questioned about Teruel Doc-
tor Negrin answered as follows :
Teruel was and continues to be
the issue of the moment. But
the situation in December and
in January presented two differ-
ent problems. In December two
armies faced each other, first on
the offensive and later on the de-
fensive, and the superiority was
always on our side. In January
the inequality of the two armies
as regards war material was so
great that the troops of the Re-
public had no other alternative
than to retire. But the retreat,
like the other operations at Te-
ruel, was carried out in perfect
order. There was never a break
in the line. The problem of Te-
ruel is the problem of the war-
war material. It is for this
reason that the imperialist coun-
tries distract attention from this
problem by making intervention
a question of volunteers. For
the last three months an unlimit-
ed supply of armaments of the
best quality and newest types has
been poured into Rebel Spain.
Germany has converted Spain
into a field of experiment for her
aeroplanes and aviators. Her
squadrons here are continuously
renewed. Her pilots gain exper-
ience. And thus prepared Ger-
many finds herself ready for any
contingency of war. Not at all
a bad idea!

OUR ARMY

Teruel has demonstrated to the
world what the Spanish govern-
ment has always said : that we
have an army. We said it, but
no one believed us. | hope our
victory at Teruel has convinced
them. Our army, which has been
created during the war, would be
far stronger if it were possible
for us to renew our war material
and get arms as easily as our
enemies. The moment our forces
can equal in war material those
of the enemy the war will be a
matter of weeks or at the most a
few months. Otherwise the war
will continue much longer. In
January at Teruel our inferiority
of arms was obvious. For this
reason we made an orderly re-
treat to avoid unnecessary blood-
shed. Each day the war goes on
there is greater danger of intern-
ational complications. This is
what we have been telling the

in no country in the world
and in no epoch in history, counts, or has ever been
able to count, on the uanimous support of all the ci-
But, owing to the degree of political progress
which has been reached by civilised peoples, it is pos-
sible for the discontented and dissident people to live
together with the rest under an intelligent and tolerant
State, which guarantees the conscience of the indivi-
and political
stands for social justice and which, by affording it the

she

freedom, which

world for some time. But the
world does not wish to hear. The
policy of (daissez faire» predom-
inates — the policy of the
ostrich.

WAR MATERIAL IS MORE
IMPORTANT THAN VO-
LUNTEERS

Asked if he considered the
guestion of war material more
important than that of vol-
unteers, the Prime Minister
answered : — Of course! The
Government won’t make the mis-
take of giving the name of vo-
lunteers to the invading forces of
Franco. To all the civilised
world we have protested against
the invasion of our land by for-
ces sent from foreign countries.
We raised our voice of protest in
the League of Nations. Every-
one knew the facts as well as we
did — but no one would admit to
the knowledge. It was simply

a question of changing the
word and calling the invading
troops volunteers. | don’t deny

that there have been volunteers on
Franco’s side, but this in no way
affects the question. We protest-
ed against the presence in Spain
of foreign armies of regulars.
Certain countries were carrying
on a war without having declar-
ed war ; which to judge by ap-
pearances is to be the usual pro-
cedure in future wars.

When the Republican Army
was in the early stage of its for-
mation the presence of these so-
called volunteers from Germany
or Italy constituted a real
danger to our cause. Now, howe-
ver, that we have a well organis-
ed regular army and navy, these
foreign elements do not make an
appreciable difference to the pro-
gress of the war. That is why
support given to Franco comes
now in the form of aeroplanes and
cannons. We also know that
Italy and Germany have mean-
while been replacing the regular
troops by a mixture of colonials
from Somaliland, the Rif and
Tripoli. Today everything dep-
ends on the quality and quantity
of arms, on the thousands of can-
nons, the hundreds of aeroplanes
and the technical experts. It
will be difficult for a commission
to go round looking for technic-
ians with a candle.

HOW W AR
COMES IN

MATERIAL

The continuous supply of war
material to Franco’s army has
greatly increased during the last
few months. It comes in by sea
and by air. For the latter means
of transport Majorca is used as
the base, but there have also re-
cently been shipments by sea

protected by the German and
Italian fleets.

An English journalist then
asked. What was the date of the

latest shipment from these coun-
tries known to the Spanish Gov-

iIs enjoying the

Spanish Information Service

protection of the law, guarantees for men the path of
their expansion and progress.
»You are right, Mr. Ambassador, in recalling that
Mexico has known sufferings very similar to those
which are to-day troubling the Spanish people.
x>Mexico does not forget them at this time when
inestimable happiness of .peace.
She is true to herself and to her historic being.
own experience is sufficient for you to gauge the depth
of this Spanish crisis, and the determination with which
you uphold the obvious rights of the Spanish people
is not merely an attittide of political and legal reason,
but also a feeling of affection.
in doing this, the Alexican Government and people are
aware of the increasing gravity which the armed at-

ernment? The one about which
questions were asked in the
English Parliament dated from
some time back.

Dr. Negrin asked in his turn ;
— On other occasions, how late
has the British government been
in finding out about shipments
of arms to Rebel Spain? Indeed,
has it ever admitted the facts of-
ficially ? — The facts were per-
haps known, but not officially re-
cognised.

The Prime Minister was next
asked, how he could explain the
fact that Minorca and not been
attacked. — Because it would take
time and men. It is a difficult
island to take. The naval base of
Mahon is one of the strongest of
the Mediterranean. Having al-
ready the base of Majorca the
Fascists probably consider the
conquest of Minorca not worth
the cost.

CAN THE ANGLO-ITALIAN
DISCUSSIONS PROVE

FAVOURABLE TO THE
SPANISH GOVERNMENT?

Spain has nothing to hope
from the Anglo-ltalian discus-
sions. The withdrawal of vol-
unteers has now been given
first place in the discussions to
please the democratic countries
and to shelve the more important
problems of arms and technic-
ians. Perhaps also Italy may
need her troops elsewhere, pos-
sibly in the Alps. That is why
Italian troops in Spain are being
replaced by Colonials. But sup-
posing these are withdrawn we
have no assurance that they
will not be taken out by EI Ferrol
and come in again by Cadiz.

No, war material is the essen-
tial problem and the one that
should be brought out into the
open. We have in our country
the synthesis of modem warfare.
If the war continues it will be-
come increasingly dangerous for
the totalitarian countries support-
ing- Franco. That is why they
are sending over their best war
material. They would no doubt
prefer to attain their ends with-
out having recourse to war. That
being impossible, they use every
means of aggression at their com-
mand.

BELLIGERANT RIGHTS
ADMISSABLE

Would the granting of equal
belligerant rights have infavour-
able results for the Government?

— For us, replied Dr. Negrin,
the idea is inadmissable. It
is condemned by international
law. One can recognise any leg-
itimately formed government,
but not a band of rebels who have
risen against the government of
their country. And how can a
nation united to us in the League
at the same time recognise the
rebels ?

— And what is your opinion of
the blockade which the rebels are

IN-

It is also a fact that,
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tacks against the Spanish Republic imply and of

general interest in the reestablishment in the near

Your

from Mexico.

trying to make effective in order
to bring this about?

— | repeat, granting of belli-
gerant rights will be advantage-
ous to the rebels. The closing of
the frontier and control would be
nothing less than an attempt to
strangle Spain. Luckily the pro-
ject is not likely to be put into
execution as the national egoism
of the countries interested will
cause them to withdraw at the
last moment. The re-establish-
ment of the control would clearly
be favorable to our enemies.

THE RESOURCES OF THE
REPUBLICAN ARMY

— You have stated, Mr. Presi-
dent, that the Republican Army
will shortly be provided with
war material equal to that of the
enemy.

—”™0. have had to overcome
great difficulties, but the pro-
duction of war material in Spain
has been enormously intensified.

— Would the threatened block-
ade be more effective than the
previous attempts to blockade
Spain ?

--Undoubtedly. It would pre-
vent those fleets, which are at
present protected by their coun-
tries, from entering Spanish
waters. It would also increase
the freight costs which are al-
ready high enough. But the Gov-
ernment has studied every con-
tingency and we do not think that
Spain can be so easily strangled.
Nevertheless | trust that this
monstruous crime will not be
carried out. The world must un-
derstand finally that this a war
of invasion.

W AR INDUSTRIES

The journalists, who had asked
the Prime Minister questions,
pressed for further details of war
industries in Spain.

The Prime Minister added :
— The organisation of war indus-
tries was begun long ago. The
results are not seen in a few
months. The creation of a war
industry is a slow process requir-
ing much preparation and it is
only now', after nine months,
that the results are apparent.
The results achieved justified my
statement in a recent speech of
encouragement to the technicians,
war w'orkers and combatants that
we should soon be able to equal
the enemy in the supply of war
material. I repeat that Spain
can win the war, but she could
do so much more rapidly were
she authorised by national treat-
ies to acquire the war material
to which she has a right. In
that case the war would be over
in two or three months. As it
is, with the means at our dispos-
al, it may continue for a year or
more. The continuation of the
war cannot fail to have repercus-
sions throughout the entire world.
It is to the interest of all to bring
it to an end before the autumn. If

exercise of your functions.
aided by the sincere affection with which the Spand fetter the
people respond, as at all times, to the unambiguoj
proofs of sympathy and solidarity which they recei]

»Mr. Ambassador,
welcome and my best wishes to the President of
United States of Mexico as well as for the peace
prosperity of Mexico.®

ture of international normality.

»You may rest assured, Mr. Ambassador, that Followii
all times you will find the best will on my part jublican |
that of the Spanish Government to help you in for the sp

In this you will also the circle

it—they )\
,3sitions

ANdd the

five miles
Important
tast of th
v-hich wei
original |
fecember.
jlmost in

| beg you to accept my core

a key \

the totalitarian states are allona any_advan
to continue the war they lencia.
when they consider the nome Had t_he
ripe, throw their armies into §j Pemoralise
Balkans or elsewhere. (folloned u
When a journalist remark t© advance
that this was the question of g trtdo for

sorption, the Prime Minister thusireug-
plied : — Not to incorporate  ©PPonents.
to dominate is the policy of t _ 1he rec
countries. A policy of exe little more
mination. This is what the [0 in or
mocratic nations have to redlis [Uge quan
nider othe
FOOD SUPPLY for an offe
The Prime Minister was tM
asked if the Government was i
tending to organise the food st
plies of the country in the sn
way as they had already orgau’
ed war industries. To this
Prime Minister replied : —
armaments everything that __S.enor v
needed, for alimentation only -lider Sec:
indispensable. There has DI Februa
. . ~iew expla
a lack of organisation in
L . . . 5 Februa:
distribution which is now
remedied. The children a'("be Gaze?tt_e
soldiers come first. As for g(ca)cr)‘rganlsw

rest of us, we shall not sacrifij
victory in order to spare ourselv
privations. Germany, the an

try of organisation, took i
time to overcome these same d
ficulties during the world vg
Therefore it is not surprisii

that here, where the old sysw also a
of distribution has been entire' for tl
reorganised, certain probk of the
still remain unsolved. The b defini
that in many villages, even in’
talonia, there is no food shorta™ khicl
proves that the organisation
defective. The problem requi”™ palise
all our attention, but is subor® Mt ?
ate to that of war material. 1

hope to increase food products duce
in this country so that inpoi'

may be reduced to a minimi) bd
Foreign payments from the

port of oranges must be ocovex

ed into grain which is of pn™* Into
necessity.

SOCIAL CHANGES
SPAIN
— What are likely to be
effects of the social changes
Spain- PSt

— N\ke aspire to raise the sw
dard of living in Spain. To
prove the status of the SpaniJ Mt
both culturally and materially.”™
been the popular and the dffi<®
policy since the 19th of
The result has been up to in
entirely beneficial to the coum™
as a whole.

This policy is not only diq
ed by humanitarian ideas. 'J
believe that the day will
when the Spaniard will be
consumer and also the mann
turer of many articles till »
considered superflous.

When a journalist observed
he had noted great deficiencie™y™
the food ration, the head oi
Government answered : — | sP
of a system which on the ~
is giving good results. If

(Continued on pat™ ™|
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or, that Following the evacuation of Teruel by the Re-
y part jublican forces the rebels continued their attack
you in for the space of 48 hours but, apart from closing
iNll also the circle around the city— and this was only
he SpaniJ dter the safe exit of the entire force defending
lambiguoJ b_they were unable to capture any additional
hey receij positions of importance. The Republicans still

fiold the hill known as the Tooth of Villastar,
my oordij five miles south-west of Teruel and the even more

Spanish Information Service

HE MILITARY SITUATION

For the past week absolute quiet has reigned
on all the fronts. This pause may be compared
to that following the fall of the Asturias last
October when everybody awaited the great rebel
offensive. But since that time there is one factor
which has changed, and that is the increased
fighting power of the Republican Army. The
capture of Teruel was sufficient proof of this and
the act that Mussolini and Hitler have sent huge
reinforcements of artillery and planes in order
to prop up Franco is an additional corroboration
of it. Any successes the fascists may have at the
present time are transitory ones and are entirely
due to the inequality in arms.

But the people of Spain are confident that this
inequality will not last. The Government has
sounded the call—”and the workers all over the
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The Culture Militia

The following is a resume of the work of the Culture Militia up
to the end of 1937 ;

Schools established in the trenches and barracks. . . . 2,047
Soldiers in the People’s Army who have been taught to
Fread and W rTE e o e 75H75

Libraries established in the Army (A circulating library
of 4,000 volumes also visits the fronts.)

lent of Jjmportant Puerto Escandon, seven miles south-

: peace Jtast of that city on the Valencia road, both of
fvhich were held by the insurgents prior to the
original Republican offensive in the middle of
December. Puerto Escandon is a narrow defile,
ilmost impregnable against a frontal attack,
(through which the main road and two railways
Dess on their way to the coast. In this, sense it
1% a key position which must be captured before

are alloat inv advance can be made in the direction of Va-

the} -wij lencia.

he mome Had the Republican Army been a defeated and

ies into\\demoralised army, the insurgents might well have

folloned up the capture of Teruel by attempting
But this they did
4 int do for they, better than anyone class, realised

remarkJ to advance towards the coast.

stion of ' : . 3
Jninister e strength and resources still lying behind their
rporate  ©OPponents.

icy of tho The recapture of Teruel

hat the G ) ) .

- to realis 1Uge quantities of their best war material which,
iiider other circumstances, might have been used
for an offensive against Madrid.

r was tl

ent was

le food wu

n the sai

dy organj

‘o this

d: -Fi

ig that Senor Vazquez Humasque, the

on only L'nder Secretary for Agriculture,

- has Jii February 28 gave an inter-

ion in Yitw explaining the decree dated retical

now 5 February, 1938, published in  with practical
ildren [he Gazette of 27 February, 1938,
As for reorganising agricultural instruc-
.. tion.
lot sacrif
re ourseh «This decrees, said Sr. V/z-

, the @D juez Humasqub6, «is the personal
took SDivork of Senor Uribe, the Minis-
;e same ter of Agriculture, who aims not
world wa only at achieving a temporary
surprisii Improvement in agriculture, but
old syst also at laying a firm foundation
~en entii  for the future. The 16 articles
proble of the decree show in a clear and
The fa definite manner the introduction
even in' 5 modern methods of teaching,
od shortaj phich will give the peasant the
misation Opportunity of becoming a spec-
tm regniil falised technician. This will also
is subordf mt an end to the old classes of
terial. ” professional teachers and will re-
productij duce the barrier at present exist-

lat imp ing between the technical workers
minimi “d peasants.

om the *By applying the decree in
be conve

luestion it will be possible to put
is of pf® |nto practice in the country dis-

in an efficient manner
B in a short period of time,

GES . .
Nhiiical improvements arrived at
a result of experiments. With
to be [his aim in view elementary in-
changes  siruction is being organised, so
to enable the peasants to apply
[Nientific knowledge and thus
increase production to the great-
extent possible.
*In addition to elementary
instruction, intermediate and
instruction will be given,
his will assure the formation
h sufficient number of technic-
pns to carry out agricultural
(_Jnly die* ~earch work and experiments
'deqs' d to direct agricultural pro-
W'" hction, as well as those indus-
will be .
from agriculture,
le m_zi'tlnm are every day increasing.
es - decree, which has pro-
bserved' M significance, will
ficiencie™ * all citizens, whatever their
head j- to take part in interme-
pio t ~Mgher instruction. The
1 the 'W A peasant will, pro-

If it ~ anr ~™Mat he displays sufficient

. on 'Itide, be able to assimilate

has, therefore, been
of ext Jittle more than a moral success for the insurgents
h\ho, in order to achieve this, were obliged to use

dustry.

country are taking it up— to build up a war in-
Dr. Negrin, the Prime Minister,'promis-

ed in the name of the Government that the in-

country.

equality in arms will
What aNon-Interventionn prevents them from
purchasing abroad, the Spanish people are deter-
mined to manufacture themselves

A new phase of the war has began.

be a very transitory one.

in their own

The battle

of building up an Army which is superior to the

rebel army not only in man-power, but also in
morale, has been won.
building up a war industry of supply the Army
with all the arms and ammunition it needs.
this the Government, in the name of the country

Now it is a question of

And

as a whole, has undertaken to do.

Ministry of Agriculture

the greatest conquests of science.

BHigher instruction will be or-
ganised in such a way that theo-
knowledge is combined
experience in or-
der to guarantee direct relation-
ship between the new technicians
and agricultural problems which
they will have to face.

»Agricultural instruction will,
then, be organised in the follow-
ing manner :

»Travelling ag ricu ltural
schools, specialisation courses
for agricultural workers and
peasants, training of agricultural
overseers, training of agricultur-
al experts and engineers.

»The training of agricultural
overseers will consist of two
courses of six months each
and will take place in two conse-
cutive years. These courses will
specialise In one particular

The Fight Against
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branch, and in order to attend
them one must first have attend-
ed a specialised course for agri-
cultural workers and peasants.
BLikewise, in order to enter
one of the five Schools for agri-
cultural experts, one must first
have obtained the title of agricul-

tural overseer. In the Schools
for agricultural experts there
will be four courses of nine

months each.

BAgricultural experts, in order
to enter the Special School for
Agricultural Engineers, must
first pass an entrance examin-
ation in which general education
and languages as well as specia:
Used agricultural knowledge will
be taken into account.

»In this way it will be possible
to build up a large number 'of
agricultural technicians in order
to meet the needs of the country.»

Illiteracy

IN the Rear

The work of the Government
in their campaign to end illite-
racy in the rear is of special in-
terest.

The campaign has two princi-
pal objectives : first, to decrease
or, if possible, entirely to elimin-
ate illiteracy ; secondly, to com-
plete and improve the elementary
education of many Spanish adults
who, because of inadequate prim-
ary instruction, may be called
semi-illiterate. The Ministry of
Education has organised 7,570
classes for semi-illiterate persons,
which are attended by 122,553
pupils.

During November and Decem-
ber, 1937, a total of 650,832
classes, representing 976,248
hours of instruction, were given.
Many of these classes were held
during rest periods in factories,

workshops, and other places of
work.
The conditions under which

these classes are given are not
always favourable. Many are

held near battle fronts, within
fire of the enemy, where they
are subject to continual air raids.
In others there is not sufficient
paper, no light, or other handi-
caps. But the Ministry of Edu-
cation is overcoming these diffi-
culties step by step.

This campaign against illiter-
acy has met with approval and
support on all sides. Local au-
thorities, trade unions, political
parties, youth organisations, and
student organisations are always
willing to lend a hand. The
teachers are all enthusiastic
about their work. All sorts of
people of every age attend the
classes. In Fuentenevilla, a little
tow'n in the province of Guadala-
jara, a 70 year old woman attends
these classes in order to olearn to
read the letters of a son who is
at the frontn.

The results are already appa-
rent. Five per cent of the people
who registered for these classes
are already able to read and
write.

INAIVIAUAT ClasS S S it e e e e e e eaanenn 362,381
Collective classes given by Culture Militia.........................
Talks and lectures by CultureMilitia..........cooiiiiiiiiin. 20,077
Talks broadcast to the enemy in order to persuade the men

to come over to the loyal side.......oiiiii 3,576
Military schools managed byCulture Militia...................... 20
vSpecial courses for military commanders and political de-

legates, in which the Culture Militia took part. 182
Soldiers NOM B S . 117
Articles published in the Press.....oiiiiies 7,055
Wall newspapers founded and managed by Culture Militia. 4,223
Cinema shows at the fronts..........ooiiiiii e 508
BroadCastsS oo e 200
PUPPet SN OW S . 78

These figures are a clear indication of the tremendous amount of

work which has been accomplished.

It is only fitting that we point

out how this work has been achieved.

In the first place, the Culture Militia is composed of men who
have made many sacrifices and are contributing to make many sacri-

fices in carrying out their duty.

When they teach in the trenches

they are protected only by a few sand bags, but never for a moment,

not even in the greatest danger, do they abandon their tasks.

The

list of those killed and wounded while carrying out their duty de-
monstrates better than anything else the bravery of these teachers.

By the side of these Militia are the commissars and officers of the
People’s Army who encourage this important work by their praise
and support because they know that the Culture Militia is their best
collaborator in building up a disciplined army.

The Government have initiated all this in response to the strong
desire for learning in the People’s Army, and they try to keep alive
this desire for knowledge, sparing no effort to carry out the work

started when the war broke out.
recognized in loyalist Spain,
democratic countries.

These efforts have not only been
but have won the admiration of all

Dr. Negrin recelves

(Continuedfrom page 2)

faults they are being corrected
and one must not forget that we
are on war rations.

FANTASTIC STATEMENTS
IN THE FOREIGN PRESS

During the interview the Prime
Minister said that the Govern-
ment had not and would not re-
ceive notice of the Anglo-Italian
discussions. — Has France been
advised?, he asked. Apparently
even Mr. Eden was not informed.

He commented on the fantastic
rumours which appeared in the
foreign press in spite of the fa-
cilities for information provided
by the Government and referred
to one, published a few days ago,
according to which the Govern-
ment was now located in Figue-
ras.

POLITICAL RUMOURS

The Prime Minister was asked
if it were true that the Govern-
ment was initiating a new policy
which would entail the substitu-
tion of several ambassadors, the
supression of political commis-
sars in the army and in the eco-
nomic field, the dissolution of
the collectives.

— | know nothing of any chan-
ges in the Diplomatic Corps— ,
he replied. Even if such changes
were contemplated, it would in no
way effect world politics. The
political commissars are not re-
presentatives of parties but deleg-
ates of the Government in the
army, where they exert a poli-
tical control. As to the third

question ; the Government has
never issued any orders in the
matter of collectivisation. How
then can it cancel these orders?
The conception of private proper-
ty prevailing in Spain has not
changed to my knowledge.

THE BOMBARDMENTS

— /The Government has never
wished to bombard the Fascist
rear. After the intensive bomb-
ing of our civil population we
consented, on the advice of ex-
perts, who considered this the
only means of bringing the bom-
bardments to an end, to demon-
strate that we were equally equip-
ped to strike a hard blow in the
rear. We announced that if the
bombardments c o n t inued we
should be obliged to retaliate, but
that our only wish was to stop
them. Negotiations were set on
foot the result of which you all
know. Franco refused to agree.

The crew of every plane we
bring down is German or Italian.
The death of two hundred citiz-
ens in Barcelona or Salamanca
means little in Germany or lItaly,
whereas we feel the same grief
for the victims in rebel Spain as
for our own. They are all Span-
iards ; they are our friends. Even
if they were not, we would not
wage a war of extermination on
those holding different ideas
from our own.

Dr. Negrin concluded by say-
ing that the dissensions within
the Fascist camp were not to be
found in Republican Spain. We
have achieved a unity of thought
and feeling — he said — which
they completely lack.
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Salamanca Under the Rebels

Doval’s Policemen Kept a Constant

Watch on Unamuno Until

Carefully collected data show
that in the Province of Salaman-
ca 15,200 men and women have
been executed by the rebels in
the process of «cleaning» society
so as to purge it of all aevil®
elements. And this cleaning
process still goes on today, for
after nearly two years the terror
has not diminished.

The military rebellion in Sa-
lamanca was initiated by the Re-
giment of Hussars No. 2, which
was formerly the Cavalry Regim-
ent of the Princess. This regim-
ent had been punished for com-
mitting acts of indiscipline after
the election victory of the Peo-
ple’s Front, when it was trans-
ferred to Salamanca.

The leaders and officers of
this regiment tried to seize the
barracks of the Infantry Re-
giment of Victoria, but were re-
pulsed by the officers of that re-
giment who refused to join the
rebellion. The Hussars gather-
ed new forces, joined the Civil
Guard, attacked the infantry re-
giment and captured the bar-
racks. Almost all the officers,
28 sergeants and 47 corporals
were shot in the courtyard.

Ever since Salamanca has liv-
ed under a permanent terror.
Under the leadership of Dr. La-
porta and a man by the name of
Mayorga the phalangists have
been continuously hunting down
left-w'ing people, who have been
mercilessly murdered. In vary-
ing degees of intensity, this man
hunt has been carried out right
along, and is even going on at
the present time in spite of the
fact that foreign correspondents,
diplomats, commercial agents
and many other foreigners have
their residence in Salamanca.

In order that the aeliminating
process® may be carried out more
cautiously and in order to do
away with the boisterousness of
the phalangists, Franco placed
Commander Doval, famous for
his sadistic and ruthless activi-
ties in the Asturias during the
1934 Rebellion, in charge of the
repressive forces of Salamanca.

This appointment was a
reward to Doval for having his
famous column of phalangists
and civil guards destroyed at
Navalperal de Pinares by the
Government militia, when rebel
leaders accused Doval of being
incompetent and a coward.

Doval selected twenty-five of
his followers to form a special
squad, which was known in Sa-
lamanca as the dBlack Squad®.
They are responsible for the ma-
jority of the 15,200 murders com-
mitted in Salamanca. Their
strong hand has reached out to
all the social strata of Salaman-
ca, They have gone as far as to
«eliminate» five policemen who
were considered «cool» to the na-
tionalist cause.

Doval and his aBlack Squad®
have filled the Salamanca prisons
with thousands of men against
whom no concrete charges were
made, except the usual one of
being a ared®, and these thous-
ands of men are still in the
prisons untried. They are made
the object of abuses and tortures,
and are awaiting the fate which
will be allotted to them under the
oelimination process®, i. e. they
are being classified. Some will be
sent to the front as shock troops,
others will be quietly aeliminat-

ed», and the rest will
rot in prison.

On October 12, 1936, Sr. Una-
muno at the University of Sala-
manca turned against the rebels,
whom he had previously favored.
This was his reply to MilHn As-
tray’s cry of adeath to intelli-
gence®. He added athat they
would only leave Spain crippled
and infirm, like Millan Astray
himself®. For this Unamuno
was dismissed from his post and
two policemen were ordered by
Doval to watch over him per-
manently.

They had instructions to follow
Unamuno night and day and anot
to lose sight of him for a single
moment®. They watched over
his conversations, opened his
private letters, interfered with

probably

MINSIRY - NNIOML [BHHENE

his Death

his visitors and his telephone calls
and took note of all his move-
ments.

Doval persecuted Unamuno to
his death bed. When Unamuno
became ill and was confined to
bed, the policemen established
their aobservation posti® at his
bedside, and not even when he
was in his death agony, when he
opened his eyes and requested
that the sinister watchers be re-
moved, did they leave him. They
left Unamuno only when he was
buried.

When he was informed about
Unamuno’s death, Doval said:
alt was high time already! For-
tunately, he will not able to give
us any more trouble... This is
a happy day for the nationalist
cause. A tiger has died...l»

German Air Chief Working for Franco

On 2 March, 1938, the Mi-
nistry of National Defence issued
the following note :

«The Ministry of National
Defence has been able to prove
that General Zander, head of the
Condor Legion and of the other

special German forces which, to-
gether with units of the Italian
Army, are invading Spanish soil
at the invitation of the rebels, is
the same General Zander who is
listed as head of Group VI of the
German Air Force.®

German Submarines Off the Spanish Coast

The following note was issued
by the Ministry- of National De-
fence on 3 March, 1938 ;

«The Ministry of National De-
fence, in a note af yesterday’s
date, made public the interesting
fact that General Zander, the
head of the Sixth Group of the
Reich Air Force, is the com-
mander of the German land
forces which, with an abundant
supply of modern war material,
are taking part in the war of in-
vasion which Spain is under-
going.

»Today the Ministry is able to
divulge fu r t her information,
which is absolutely trustworthy,
about the cooperation by sea af-
forded by Germany, with a cer-
tain amount of dissimulation, in
the international attack against
Spain.

»It has been proved that for a
year past — ever since February,
1937 — ~ large number of Ger-
man submarines have been work-
ing off our coasts. The presence
of the following has been record-
ed : U-28, U-29, U-30, U-33,
U-34 and U-36. Recently the
U-54 has also appeared. During
the early months of 1937 of
these submarines were working
off the Cantabrian coast together
with an arsenal ship, the
aWwollin®, which used both Pa-
sajes and Ferrol as its base.

®The present bases of the

German submarines are Cddiz,
the neighbourhood of Ceuta and
a point in the Canary Islands.

»Besides the oWollin® the fol-
lowing arsenal ships are taking
care of the needs of the subma-
rines in the harbours and off the
coasts of Spain : the «Liselotte
Essberger®, the aNeptun®, a for-
mer cableship, and the aAugust
Schultze®. All of these ships
have on board mechanics and
electricians as well as machinery
for carrying out repairs. They
also serve as deposits for food
supplies, ammunition, torpedos
and mines.

®The German Command has
made the crews swear to maintain
absolute silence regarding the
movements of the arsenal ships.

»The aAugust Schultze®,
which was recently in Ceuta and
Cadiz and which on various oc-
casions went out to the high seas
in response to appeals by radio-
telegraph to supply torpedoes to
submarines which had fired those
they had on board, returned
to Wilhelmshaven at the end
of January. She left that port
on February 12 after replenish-
ing her supplies.

oThe personnel of all these
ships has taken part in the lay-
ing of mines in the Mediterra-
nean and of nets at the entrance
of certain harbours, vying with
the Spaniards in this kind of
operation.®

Ministry of Communications,
Transport, and Public Works

Improvements in Irrigation

Senor Artigas Arpon, general
Administrator of H y dr aulic
Works, of the Ministry of Com-
munications, Transport, and
Public Works, made the follow-
ing statement to a correspondent:

«The General Administration
of Hvdraulic Works and Har-

bours has continued its work
with an accelerated rhythm, in
the conviction that the war will
inevitably change the economy of
the nation and that it is therefore
necessary to equip the nation
with extraordinary strength
which will enable it to face the

March, 11,

Ministry of National Defence

Priests to Be Permitted t
Join the Medical Corps

On March i,
following order :

1938, the Minister of National Defence issued

alLetters have been received by the Ministry of National Defe:
from Catholic and Protestant clergymen who are included in the

levies recently called up for military service.

These men exp

their desire of enlisting in the Army, but at the same time do.

wish to take up arms.

They nevertheless declare themselves will!

to run the same risks as the other soldiers in the performance

their military service.

Among the clergy in question are two Carmelite friars, wb
the fascists forced to enlist in the Foreign Legion and to fight in

front line.

These men succeeded

in crossing to the Republi

trenches in the conviction that in loyalist territory their religi

vows would be respected.

wee.

Therefore, taking into account the circumstances of our war i
in view of the Government’'s desire not to go against the conscie
of those who have consecrated themselves to any religion, | ordiN® 15

that:

The Recruiting, Mobilisation, and Instruction centres shall e
in the Army Medical Corps all those who prove themselves pri
or monks, whatever may be their religion.®

change and to triumph in the
final stage, the gravest of all,
that following the war. With
this aim in mind, and as a result
of the constant encouragement of
Senor Giner de los Rios, the Mi-
nister of Communications, Trans-
port, and Public Works, the Ge-
neral Administration of Hydrau-
lic Works and Harbours has car-
ried out a number of useful small
undertakings, has begun others
on a larger scale, and is studying
even more important projects.

flit would be tedious to enumer-
ate all the things accomplished
by the General Administration of
Hydraulic Works one by one.
More than a hundred water
supply systems have been cons-
tructed for a similar number of
towns. Work on fifty others is
under way. A considerable num-
ber of projects for the improve-
ment of irrigation have also been
approved : more than fifty in the
past five months. Projects for
irrigating large areas of dry land
are also under way. Forty pro-
jects for dams, canals, etc., have
also been approved. In the fields
of Cartagena (Murcia Province),
for example, canals are being
built on which some 3,000,000 pe-
setas have already been spent,
which will irrigate an area of
over 100,000 acres of land which
was formerly useless because of
the lack of water.

dA curious case is that of the
town of Bechi, in the Province of
Castellon. The farmers of that
district organised the irrigation
of the region through their own
efforts. At the beginning of the
century a private individual by
the name of Burgalets succeeded
in convincing these peasants of
the need for erecting a dam.
This dam was finally built. But
soon after it was seen that instead
of helping irrigation by stor-
ing water it made it even more
difficult than before. The reac-
tionary elements of the town
made the philanthropist abandon
his project. Now the General
Administration of Hydraulic
Works and Harbours has taken
over control of this dam and has
discovered the secret of its fail-
ure : a hidden channel at its
foot drew the water away. The
Ministry of Communications,
Transport, and Public Works
has undertaken to reconstruct the
dam as well as the principal
canals of the irrigation system of
the region and then to hand them
over to the peasants.

flin Catalonia, since the Cen-
tral Government moved to Bar-

(Signed) Indalecio Prieto
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