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at of Jortfngure in the French Arm y. W ith  
been approQoffre, Foch, Lyautey and Ga- 
the Ter aiiflani gone, yon stand out, fore­
’s are bei^ost. Your hierarchy is undis- 
' work out puted. In war you brought presti- 
m of the to the command with the glory 
• and Uppof triumph and glory to your 
5 of the SBountry with military victory. By  
1 the first«our example in peace time you 
eady um»ave increased the discipline of 
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is obtaicffvil authority. In your prolonged 
and at parallel to the life of the 

e the irri^^public, which h a s  passed 
3wer Llob^rough convulsive times, when 
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But we are determined that they shall not 
pass! W e shall spare Europe the shame 
of haying Hitler, Mussolini and their Spa­
nish lackeys use Spain as a staring poin to 
invade the rest of Europe. W e shall pre­
vent them from offering to the African 
troops, which they are using today in Spain, 
the women of France and the women of 
England and free looting of French and Bri­
tish towns in order to entice them to fight.
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^niy, say to the world in order 
lat your words may be a rati- 
oation and warning, lesson and 
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the Arm y a military man 
0, being in command of a post 
nis own country, is at the same 

^onspiring in accordance 
luiuiLLv- ,♦ ! 1 . ® Heads of foreign powers 
ed, whiclju about a military rebel-
General his own country in order
aulic ^nefit other countries ? Would
;e task consider as a model a gene- 
on the belonging to a country
preliniii'^,-^ ^pain, assumed the intern- 

rnment’s ^  responsibility of pacify-
P^rt of Morocco and pre- 
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 ̂ ntodel a general who

ava country to be
foreign troops ; a ge- 

,f ^  congratulates the head 
foreign power because the

troops of that particular foreign 
power have defeated the fellow 
countrymen of that general right 
in the latter’s country ; a gene­
ral who shoots his prisoners 
ruthlessly ; a general who in the 
X X th  century accepts piracy as a 
means of w ar; a general who 
bombs the civilian population of 
his own country? If I had put 
these questions to you before 
July 17, 1936, certainly, Mar­
shal, your answer would have 
been this : oAs the questions 
asked formulate a hypothesis 
which, fortunately, neither the 
laws nor the climate of our ci­
vilization would allow to become 
a reality, it is not necessary for 
me to answer them, because the 
supposition of such an improb­
able, absurd monstrosity does

not deserve a reply. The case of 
the general of whom you are 
speaking cannot be discussed, be­
cause this general without honor, 
who is a perfidious traitor to his 
own country, destroys it, mort­
gages it to foreign powers, has 
never existed, does not exist and 
will never exist®. But the ques­
tions, Marshal, were not put to 
you in July, 1936, but today, in 
1938, when this improbable, 
absurd and monstrous general 
appears before the world as he is. 
Th is general exists. He is wear­
ing his uniform and has a name. 
And his acts from July, 1936, up 
to this very moment exceed all 
hypothesis. No one can be pu­
nished for his ideas. But a man 
can be held responsible for the 
manner in which he carries out

his ideas. The military who 
compose the French Arm y, Mar­
shal, may in the intimacy of 
their souls cherish and cultivate 
the most diverse ideas. However, 
would it not be a spiritual reedi­
fication if, preserving the ranks 
of the French Arm y and appeal­
ing to all the armies of the world, 
you said that a military man 
should never, in any case or for 
any motive take as a model that 
general who was born in Spain 
and who has sold and is destroy­
ing the country in which he was 
born? T h e battles fought by 
Franco cannot be termed battles. 
Th ey are butchery. ,H is soldiers 
are not equal no those whom you 
led in Verdun to prevent the in­
vasion of your country and to 
save France’s sovereignty. The  
system adopted by that general, 
if it prevailed, would not consti­
tute a new art of warfare which 
could be studied in the military 
academies and be adopted by fu­
ture soldiers. There is no man 
in the world callous enough, base 
enough, to venture to enclose this 
system in a text book, and if the 
system were adopted by other mi-

The Naflonallsf Army in Aranon
111 one of the latest official comuniques issued 

ill Salamanca «the magnificent nationalist troops® 
operating in. Aragon are highly praised. Special 
reference is made to a corps completely compos­
ed of Moorish troops recently brought from 
Morocco.

Spanish NationaLisni, the Religion of Christ, 
Eastern Civilization and Culture are symbols 
clearly understood by these black gentlemen, and 
this is what the world is told they are fighting for 
in Spain.

Lest they should not be satisfied with fighting 
alone for these high ideals, a promise that they 
would have beautiful women, easy and abundant 
booty, was thrown into the bargain.

And this is by no means all. W e are continual­
ly receiving information throungh Gibraltar 
about the transportation of troops from Africa to 
Spain. There is a continuous flow of African 
cannon-fodder into Spain, the majority of whom 
are Moors.

O f late Mussolini has s’ent Franco large con­
tingents of negroes from Eritrea, Somaliland, 
Abyssinia and other Italian colonies with Italian 
officers in command. These contingents replenish 
the «nationalist army®.

In Franco’s communique, which is mentioned 
above, reference is made to the Moorish army 
corps. An army corps is made up of two divi­
sions ; each division is composed of two brigades, 
and a brigade is made up of two regiments. 
Therefore, Franco’s African troops in Aragon 
number 20.000 men, and to these must be added 
the Italian Black Arrows, Red Flames and Blue 
Arrows. Thus a total of 50,000 soldiers is reached, 
not counting the Foreign Legion, German and 
Italian techinicians and tank drivers.

The Spanish people are fighting against half 
of Spain assisted by two other nations. W e are

being brutally attacked by air, by sea and ‘on 
land. The Spanish Government did not provoke 
this war, nor did they want it. Neither did the 
Spanish people.

W e, the Spanish people, have placed ourselves 
entirely under the leadership of our own Go­
vernment, the Government we elected on Kebruary 

16, 1936, and are fighting for our freedom 
and the independence of our country. W e are 
fighting to drive the black troops, as well as Mus­

solini’s an.d H itler’s troops out of Spain. We 
pledge our life not to let them have their way.

W hile we are carrying out this tremendous 
struggle alone, the statesmen of the world made 
an indecorous agreement so that we could not 
get the means abroad to defend our soil. They  
have complacently shut their eyes and allonwed 
the fascist powers to send men and material to 

crush us, while democratic and labor leaders 
abroad, who cherish the same ideals that we are 
fighting for, although they have the numerical 
power on their side, did not make a proper move 
to prevent this monstrous breach of International 

Law and decency. Platonic protests have never 
been of much help to any cause, especially with 
men w'hose moral standard and w'hose tactics are 

those of the most abominable American gangsters.
But we are determined that they shall not have 

their way. They shall not p ass! W e shall spare 
Europe the shame of having Hitler, Mussolini 
and their Spanish lackeys use Spain as a start­
ing point to invade the rest of Europe. W e shall 
prevent them from offering to the African troops, 

which they are using today in Spain, the women 
of France and the women of England and free 
looting of French and British towns in order to 
entice them to fight.

JU A N  G A R C IA .

litary leaders it would mean that 
man had receded so far back of 
history that even the jungle 
could be considered a liberation.

Many French officers of high 
rank have published numerous 
articles pointing out the dangers 
that a fascist victory in Spain 
would mean for France. T h e de­
fensive value of the Maginot line 
would be nil. Germany and 
Italy would occupy very advan­
tageous positions in the Mediter­
ranean. The communications of 
France with her African colonies 
would be cut. All this is very 
important. Marshal, f o r  the 
French general Staff. But if 
France were no longer the coun­
try to react before an encroach­
ment on her security, France 
would no longer be herself, and 
it would not matter what hap­
pened to her in a military sense. 
But France, for her own glory, 
is something more than the Ma­
ginot line and her Moroccan E m ­
pire. France is Pascal invoking 
the submission of force to law ; 
she is Descartes giving to the 
world a method of thinking ; she 
is the charter of the rights of 
men ; she is the symbol of the 
civil and moral hierarchy of E u ­
rope. «If the light of France 
were extinguished, the world 
would be left in darkness®, said 
the philosopher. Italy could 
perish under the tyranny of Mus­
solini and the foremost thing to 
be remembered would be the gro­
tesque ptrofile of the dictator. 
Europe suffers for it, but would 
not die. Italy has b ^ n  dead so 
many centuries and Europe has 
lived without Italy. Germany 
may recede to barbarism under 
the dictatorship and offer us, in 
lieu of Goethe’s thoughts and 
W agner’s music, the ridiculous 
figure of that hysteric and tragic­
al clown, Hitler, whom John 
Gunther has described as irra­
tional, contradictory, unable to 
determine what he will do next, 
a liar who believes his own lies. 
Europe would suffer by seeing 
Germany recede to barbarism, 
but would not die. Germany 
was subjugated for a long time, 
and it happened to be when E u ­
rope enjoyed a more ample, 
healthy and prosperous freedom. 
But it France wants to be faith­
ful to her tradition, she has to 
consider that in her Europe is 
personified, eternised, defended 
and saved.

And when in Spain, as is now 
the case, a traitor to his country 
who has betrayed his own word, 
who is destroying his own people, 
who converts invasion, the exter­
mination of people and the bomb­
ing of civilians into a method of 
warfare, Spain is subjected to 

{Continued on page 2)

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



Page 2 Spanish Information Service M arch» 1 6 , l^A larch

(Continued from  page 2) 

cruel sufferings. But if this 
crime were left unpunished and 
repeated, the moral unity, the 
judicial authority, the civil con­
science, the spirit which Europe 
incarnates would suffer more. 
Europe would suffer more for her 
silence than Spain for her mar­
tyrdom. Martyrdom may raise 
Spain to glory, silence would 
plunge Europe into derision.

Yes, Marshal Petain, European 
Marshal, this war which is being 
waged against Spain is more than 
a war against Spain, it is a bar­
barian crusade against Europe. 
If Europe which gave the world 
law, the rights of men. Democra­
cy, responsible force, pacts and 
respect for the letter, and a hum­
ane and civilized sense to the 
struggle, one day ceased to be all 
this and became the glorified 
treason of the generals, the 
breaking of pacts, recognition 
of the pirates, of butchery and 
the rnockery of all ethical and ju­

dicial principles, Spain, even in 
ruins, would be a brilliant exam­
ple, France, even preserving all 
her monuments and saving all 
her men, would be a ruin. What 
would remain, even of yourself. 
Marshal Petain, if Franco were 
to remain as a testimony of a vic­
torious general?

If there should appear in E u ­
rope today a man wearing reli­
gious habits, a preacher of false 
doctrines, the Pope would at once 
excommunicate him ; if a fake 
scientist appeared advancing so­
phisms, all the responsible scient­
ists and thinkers would rise to 
a man to condemn him. Now 
then. Marshal, a man wearing 
the uniform of a general, resort­
ing to arms, has appeared in E u ­
rope trampling under his feet all 
the postulates of honor, morality 
and duty. In the name of the 
army, cannot a word be said 
against that traitor general, 
against that tarnished uniform 
by a man of prestige to save the

responsibility of all men wearing 
military uniforms?

aQuand les grands esprits de- 
viennent vacants®, said the mo­
ralist, oles toiles d’araignees s’y  
mettent®. True enough. Spider 
webs can be seen in all European 
institutions left vacant by great 
minds... The French army, athe 
great silent one® which has at­
tained legal victories in war and 
silent discipline in peace, is a E u­
ropean institution which can be 
saved from spider webs if it 
shows, by its own example, to 
the armies of the world the im­
pregnable line. If Franco should 
one day shake the hand of a 
French General, he could not be 
honored, because nothing can 
honor him now : the man whose 
hand he shakes would be disho­
nored... You, Marhal Petain, in 
the name of the submission of 
force by law, can say the word 
which Law, frightened by force, 
has not yet been able to utter. 
{From aMercantil Valendano^.)

Sacred Traditions Cannot Be
Maintained by Force of Ar

b y  R e v .  F a t h e r  S a l v a d o r  d e  H i  j a r

The article which we print 
below was written by the Rev. 
Father Salvador de Hijar, one of 
the m o s t  celebrated Spanish 
preachers, who was in Saragossa 
at the time of the rebellion. 
Horrified at the atrocities and 
cynicism practised by the Fas­
cists, his Christian spirit and 
Spanish feelings revolted, and he 
managed to escape from the ter­
ritory occupied by Franco and 
his foreign accomplices and to 
take refuge in Loyalist Spain.

* * *

«I am not an apostate nor a 
heretic, neither am I a schismat­
ic®, said Father Salvador, I am 
a Catholic priest, a religious Ca­
puchin monk who loves the House 
of God. I believe in its dogmas 
and I obey its hierarchs. M y  
life up to the present has been 
like a church candle which in the 
mystical penumbra of the mo­
nastery gave its flame before the 
altar and whose light spread the 
doctrine of the Gospel in the 
streets and squares.

Since I was twelve years old, 
I have passed my days in the 
austerity of the Franciscan Mo­
nastery, M y mind and heart 
became saturated in the light 
and fervour of religion. Seven­
teen years of monastic life have 
affirmed m y faith in God and I 
have put the results of muy in­
tellectual studies at the service 
of religion.

During the four y e a r s  of 
Apostleship, I have given proofs 
of my services as a preacher, in 
the press and in the pulpit, in 
children’s and adults’ colleges, 
in nunneries and convents. I have 
preached the doctrine of Jesus 
Christ in the dioceses of Burgos, 
Navarre, Saragossa, Jaca and 
Huesca. Pulpits of Saragossa!.,. 
Watch-towers of m y faith ! You  
have heard my voice lashing with 
ferocity the cynical hypocrites, 
who, misrepresenting the' reli­
gion of Christ, have miscontrued 
H is Commandments.

In those days of my priest­
hood, as in those of my conven­
tual retirement, m y eyes have 
seen many lives dragged down by  
hatred, corruption and injustice. 
Catholic lives!... T h e most fa­
natic ones! W hilst my eyes were

blinded by the scandal and anta­
gonism between the doctrines 
preached and the sinful beha­
viour, my soul, thirsty for want 
of truth, pierced composedly the 
pages of the Gospel where the 
word of Jesus Christ shone out 
truth and life. I sought the 
truth in order to live. The truth 
which enlightens the mind like 
love feeds the heart... Love and 
truth of Christ I I could not 
find them, either in the customs 
of the clergy or in those of the 
supposed by pious people.

* *

I was one day reading the 
Bible when the silence of my cell 
was interrupted by the clash of 
arms. Remembrances of war 
arose in my soul. Saragossa re­
volted against the legitimate Gov­
ernment of the Nation !.,. Civil 
war had broken o u t!... Brotherly 
hatred was let loose and tinted 
red with the blood of brothers 
and brethren workers.

The sanctity of customs can­
not be obtained by violence nor 
by force of arms, but by practis­
ing the Gospel with kind hearts. 
Those men who hoisted the war 
banners shouting oFor God and 
Country!® did not konw this. I 
suppose the country never asked 
for the blood of its children in 
order to enjoy peace ! I firmly 
believe and maintain that God 
abhorred and to-day curses those 
who first drew their swords with 
the excuse of defending religion. 
Religion only admits the exist­
ence of one blood, that is the 
blood of the Redemeer, Jesus 
C h rist!

The military people did not 
know this, many so-called Catho­
lics ignored it. Those who should 
have protested, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, against this double 

‘brotherly bloodshed, both as 
Spaniards and Catholics, kept 
silent... and thus, religion was 
condemned to slavery under the 
military power and to be hated 
by the people who realised that 
the true religion was being cor­
rupted. Religion, when it is se­
parated from its spiritual atmos­
phere and sinks into mundane 
affairs, attempts to end its own 
life.

Religion of Jesus Christ!...

The whole world admires and 
follows religion when it is pure 
and holy, loving and charitable, 
when it is the protector of the 
poor and the defender of the 
weak as preached by Jesus 
Christ. But, w h e n  religion 
preaches charity, and abandons 
the poor in order to serve the 
rich, when it forgets the Holy 
Spirit which is its kingdom in 
order to conquer the world, or to 
serve the earthly masters, then, 
the people hate and persecute re­
ligion as a falsifier that does not 
preach the true Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. That is why many Span­
ish people do not believe in reli­
gion. I speak like a son who 
loves his mother and weeps be­
cause he sees her being hated and 
persecuted for her sins.

Bitter tears have been shed by 
many who have contemplated 
with sorrow the sins of the Ca­
tholic Church and the sacreligi- 
ous lies of those who have preach­
ed the Gospel and afterwards 
have denied it by their actions.

Facing danger, without fearing 
hatred or injurious reproaches 
from the rebels, I managed to 
escape from them, as I was hor­
rified at what I saw whilst I was 
in the rebel zone. I am here now 
in the loyal zone and I enjoy light 
here, for on the other side dark­
ness reigns. I cherish the truth 
here, because there only false­
hood reigns. I love peace and 
Jesus Christ here, while on the 
other side there only reigns a 
man who brought about this hor­
rible strife and went against the 
word of the Gospel... F R A N ­
C O ... Antichrist! He declares 
that he does not destroy churches 
and yet his shells and bombs 
wreck them. W ith Franco’s 
money Mosques are being erected 
to Mahomet... Franco declares 
that he does not rob the churches 
and yet their treasures hre used 
to pay the Moors to defend him. 
H e maintains that he respects 
the Ministers of God and yet the 
weapons of his soldiers are tinted 
red with the blood of Catholic 
priests... And the Archbishops, 
Bishops and monks keep silent 
at these horrible facts... «Deaf 
Dogs®, as the Bible calls them...

And whilst many priests and 
religpous people, venerable by

The "SERVICIO ESPANOL DE IN-
FORMACION" is publish- 
ed daily in Spanish and 
French, and weekly-Mon­
day, Wednesday and Fri­
day respectively-in Ger­
man, Italian and English.
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their virtues, knowledge and age, 
are exiled or imprisoned, the 
rebel people in churches and in 
the streets are praying for Fran­
co’s victory... Mad people you 
are.; Do not evoke that A n ti­
christ, for it is he who commands 
the Moors, Germans and Italians 
ŵ ho are plotting against the in­
dependence of our fatherland and 
against the purity of our faith.

The Spanish Church withheld 
the true Jesus Christ and conceal­
ed the right path towards Him. 
So it was that many of the Span­
ish Catholics were dragged into 
the orgy of fratricidal hatred, 
corruption of customs and falsi­
fication of the true Gospel. The  
rebels blaspheme the sacred name 
of Jesus Christ by uniting toge­
ther H is name with that of Fran­
co in their mad cries... There 
is the m an!... Franco!... The  
cause and supporter of this Civil 
War, the leader of the foreign 
invaders of our country, the chief 
of the wreckers of towns, the 
captain of violators of homes and 
maidens, the murderer of Pro­
testant clergymen and Catholic 
priests. That is the man for 
whom the Spanish rebels are 
praying...

Jesus Christ is forgotten!... 
He preached peace and love and 
brotherhood, respect f o r  the

neighbours’ goods, for hoi 
charity and innocence. He cm 
the corruptors of His relit 
and the profaners of His Ten] 
In His life on Earth, He enli 
tened the roads of Judea for 
children by H is miracles.

He m a d e  the streets 
Squares echo with His loij 
words for the poor, and cii 
the hearts of the wealthy 
tyrannical masters. He mti 
plied the loaves and the fishe 
order to feed the people who 
like they are here to-day, hi 
and thirsty for bread, lovei 
justice. He gave His Gospel! 
His blood to save H is Chilli 
and this true Christ is forj 
by many who call themselves] 
Ministers and Followers.
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I do believe in Jesus Cl 
detest those clergy and those] 
tholics who are not of the 
Church, those who have coi 
ed the doctrine and the altaj 
the Redemeer of the Worldl 
order to serve those men who 
exploiting religion in benefij 
the military cast.

I am not an apostate, neij 
am I a heretic nor am I a 
matic !... I am a priest, a 
puchin Monk, at the servic 
the truth and well-being of| 
people.®

Ministry of Labour

Nafional Accidcnl Insurance 
New InsfUnfion in flic Rcnuhl

The old insurance law, passed 
some forty years ago, was in­
adequate and often unjust, and 
was therefore revised by the Re­
public. New laws, modelled on 
the Geneva regulations, were 
passed in 1932 and 1933, accord­
ing to which accident insurance 
pensions are paid on the follow­
ing scale : In cases where the 
victim is permanently disabled 
but not entirely incapacitated for 
'continuance of his usual work, 
his life pension amounts to 25 
per cent of his salary. If he is 
unable to continue his usual 
work, the pension amounts to 35 
per cent of his salary. If he is 
entirely incapacitated for any 
sort of work, the pension amounts 
to 50 per cent of his salary.

T h is law makes it compulsory 
for owners of factories to form 
Mutual Insurance Companies or 
to deal direct with the National 
Insurance Bank.

T h e Bank is an official agency, 
organised on a non-profit basis, 
which receives funds for deposit 
from the Mutual Companies or 
factory owners, and, pays out the 
insurance pensions. Pensions 
are not paid from interest on ca­
pital, for this would enormously 
increase the costs of insurance, 
but fro mthe capital itself.

T h e total amount of disability 
and death pensions paid from ca­
pital by the National Insurance

Bank from 1933 to 1936 
14,017,602.92 pesetas. ThC' 
tual Insurance Companies 
sited a total of 39,383,282.32] 
setas for the payment of j  
ranee pensions. These fig 
clearly show the large 
of accidents covered by insiu®
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The National Insurance 
also administer a special 
known as the Guarantee fj 
for the payment of pension 
cases where the owners havfj 
fulfilled their obligation to b 
workers or where paymentj]
m arrears.

The Guarantee Fund is 
by the Government acco 
to regulations formulated nn 
neva, and protects the woff 
whose employer has failed 1 
late in paying into the Nalj 
Insurance Bank funds whkl'l 
cover his pension.

The Bank also administ 
Loan Fund. It runs a Wof 
Clinic in Madrid which is 
plary for its equipment 
ganisation. In addition 
clinical work, this organic 
does extensive work in the 
of medical inspection.

The national insurance 
nisation has a legal depai 
for the aid of workers in 
fraudulent contracts. Th*j 
partment also checks on 1 
abuses of insurance privikS
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ttFrom Madrid to Heaven®, 
aid the old Madrileno^, and in 

?ieaven a chink to look at Ma- 
,rid. And today despite the fact 
hat it is a besieged camp, the 

■ tity glistening in the warm 
Ifcpring sun justifies the pride and 

love the people of Madrid have in 
it. The pear and cherry trees 

re bursting into blossom. The  
hrongs saunter calmly along the 
eautiful Prado. Children romp 
iid play their games along the 
idewalks. General Miaja this 
ftemoon held a reception for the 

ournalists in their newly opened 
lub. The theatre and cinemas 
lay to crowded houses, and most 
f the stores, especially the book 
hops, do a thriving business, 
ne hears laughter and banter 

nd snatches of old Castilian 
ong. Only at nightfall does the 
ity take on the aspect of a besie- 
ed city. There are no street 

amps ; the curtains are carefully 
rawn ; and a great silence reigns 

in the darkened streets. Oibcasio- 
ally this silence is .shattered by 
he rumble of the Fascist batte- 
ies, and German shells come 
ropping into the centers. For 

>ver a year and a half, the one­
time capital has been under heavy 

mbardments. One hundred 
nd sixty shells have struck the 
elephone building which still 
olds its head high in the 
eavens, a symbol of the iron 
ourage, the will for freedom and 

independence of the Spanish 
eople. For this rain of shells 
nd bombs does not intimidate 
eople, does not diminish their 
wer of resistance or morale, 

ather it serves to increase them, 
nd to spur them on to a greater 
ctivity. Steadfastly, the work 
f making uniforms, guns, and 
innitions goes on in the 178 new 
orkshops and plants and fac- 

ones created since the outbreak 
f the war.

Yesterday J was conducted 
hrough one of these new plants 
mich, in many ways, is the most 
nique in all the world. This  
lace has now been ingeniously 
inverted into a munitions facto- 
y equipped w i t h  furnaces, 
athes, cranes, and trip-ham- 

 ̂ canteen,
. i îtchen, and a restaurant; a 
irst-aid station, a rest-room, li- 

and even a school for ap- 
jentices. _ And here in three 

ilts, night and day, the 
'Orkers— men and women— are 

out of tons thousands 
hght artillery and anti-aircraft 

nells. No matter how furiously 
^  rebel batteries and airpla ues 
^ay ^und, the work of manu- 
^cturing the materials to repel 
'head invader goes steadily

Out at University C ity  yester- 
ŷ> I saw some of the frightful 
ects of that invasion. It was 

gainst this section, in the at- 
^o crash a way into Ma- 

aH 1- the fascists flung their 
alions of half savage Moors 

' ^nght oyer from Africa. There, 
at ^^Snificent structures dedi- 

to arts and letters, to 
^^ce, medicine, and philoso- 

are riddldd with holes, 
t to tangled masses of
^  girders and pulverized 

To me, this is a symb- 
0 what Fascism means to 

he civilization. And
^cist batteries still conti­

nue to blaze away— making still 
wider the area of destruction 
and desolation.

A s a besieged city, half ringed 
about by the fascist forces, its 
streets plunged in darkness, with 
hundreds of buildings and homes 
blown to atoms, with its citizens 
emerging from a second winter 
in quite unheated houses, and 
still on short rations, one might 
think that Madrid could be a de­
pressing spectacle. But it is not. 
Quite the contrary. I repeat, 
there is something exhilarating, 
stimulating, and inspiring in the 
atmosphere. There is a spirit of 
optimism, a morale and elan, that 
is infectious.

Th is seems unaccountable until 
one probes beneath the surface ; 
until one grasps the ideas and 
ideals and purposes that move 
these people. Th at is reflected 
in an old drama of Cervantes 
that is now being played in one 
of the theatres. It tells the story 
of Numancia •—• the old Spanish 
city besieged by the Romans, in 
which all the inhabitants, every 
man, woman, and child chose 
death by throwing themselves

into the flames, rather than ca­
pitulate to the oppressor. That 
act typifies the spirit and deter­
mination of the Spanish people 
of today.

Rather than capitulate to the 
successors of those Roman inva­
ders, to the Italians and their 
allies the Germans —  the Span­
ish people chose to suffer, to sa­
crifice and to fight on to the 
bitter end. But it is not right to 
say ato the bitter end®, For 
they firmly, confidently believe 
that the end is victory, the pas­
sing of the age of oppression and 
superstition and ignorance when 
half the people were illiterate —  
the building of a new Spain, of 
a new and just social order.

So among scenes that are in 
themselves tragical, one feels 
anything but tragedy. The tra­
gedy is that the outside world 
does not undestand that there 
on the fields of Castille, Cata­
lonia and Aragon the Spanish 
people are fighting, not for 
themselves, but for us. Th ey  
are the shock troops in the 
struggle against Fascism for 
democracy and civilization.

The Tragedy ol Pnebla de Hijar
After the bombing of Alcaniz, which caused the death of one 

hundred non-combatants, the majority of whom were women and 
children, the Italo-German air force bombed Puebla de Hijar. The  
heaviest toll was taken in the hospital. One hundred and five pa­
tients were crushed to death under the debris. The same day other 
squadrons of the air force of the aforeign legion® bombed Tortosa 
and Reus taking a further toll of fifty lives. Mussolini’s and Hitler’s 
warplanes in Spain are carrying out air raids on the civilian popu­
lation at such a rapid pace, that by the time we go to print, the 
number of civilians killed from the air in the name of Religion and 
Civilization can probably be counted by the thousand.

Objectives of military importance ! The little town of Alcaniz 
and its civilian population constitute objectives of military impor­
tance ! T h e patients in the hospital of Puebla de H ijar constitute 
objectives of military importance! And Tortosa and Reus, and their 
civilian populations are also objectives of military importance 
although they lie a hundred miles from the front lines.

T h e men who carry out these air raids do not care. Their 
Fiihrer, their Duce, sent them to Spain to kill. W hat difference 
does it make to them whether the people they kill are young or 
old, male or female. T h ey are ordered to kill, are paid for killing, 
and besides, the people they kill are only Spaniards. And does 
not a Spanish General, Franco, pay them to kill, and do not the 
Dignitaries of the Spanish church give them their blessing before 
they set forth to bomb the Spanish civilian population?

Bombing open cities is amusing for these German and Italian 
flyers, and the experience they are gaining on Spanish cities will 
be a valuable asset to them when they go (and they will no doubt 
go) to drop bombs over the civilian population of France and E n­
gland, although Mr. Chamberlain may not believe it now.

All articles and 
items in this weekly 
may be reprinted

EDUCATION

Education Before the Establishment of the Bepnbllc
When the Republic was pro­

claimed in 1931 there were, ac­
cording to statistics supplied by 
the dBureau International d’Edu- 
cationw at Geneva, 2,801,675 
children of school age in Spain.

Although the number of cities, 
towns and villages in Spain is 
46,802, the number of teachers 
was only 36,680. In other 
words, even if one were to reckon 
on only one teacher for each city, 
town or village, there were still 
9,402 places without any teacher 
at all.

In Madrid there were 146,374 
children of school age. Forty  
thousand of these went to public 
schools and 51,000 to religious 
schools. Fifty-five thousand did 
not go to school at all.

In Barcelona there were 120,000 
children of school age. Thirty  
thousand children went to public 
schools, 63,000 t o religious 
schools and 27,000 did not go to 
school at all.

In the smaller towns and vil­
lages the situation was naturally 
even worse.

The result of this neglect of 
education by the state authorities 
under the Monarchy was that 
Spain had a greater percentage of 
illiterates than almost any other 
country in Europe.

The percentage of illiteracy in 
the various parts of Spain in 1931 
was as follows :
Andalusia. .
Murcia . .
Extremadura 
Valencia .
Aragon. .
Castille. .,
Catalonia .
Basque Country.

During the first two years of 
Republican administration 9,820 
new schools were opened, a far 
greater number of schools than 
in seventeen years under the 
previous administration. Three 
thousand of these new schools 
were u school groups® where the

66.26 %  
70.10 %
64-55 %
58.08 %  
52.24 %
4 7 - 7 0  %  
3 9 - %
3 3 - 9 9  %

pupils of each grade are grouped 
separately, ensuring efficiency 
in teaching. Due importance 
was also given to primary edu­
cation. In the first Republican 
budget provision was made for 
700 primary schools.

The amount assigned to edu­
cation was i n c r e a s e d  by 
df Republican administration, 
53,000,000 pesetas in two years 
a large part of it being allotted 
to increase teachers’ salaries 
affeetting 86 per cent of the total 
number of teachers.

However, the most important 
work of the Republican adminis­
tration was the construction of 
new school buildings. The pre­
vious administration, the Monar­
chy, had a budget of only 20,000 
pesetas for the construction of 
new schools, and the first Cortes 
of the Republic on September 16,, 
1932, voted a acultural loan® 
authorising t h e  Ministry of 
Education to expend the sum 
of 400 milion pesetas for the 
construction of new school build­
ings over a period of ten years.

In Madrid alone eighteen new 
schools were built comprising 
234 sections for different grades 
with accomodation for 12,000 
children. In this way the num­
ber of children who could not 
attend school for lack of room 
was reduced to 43,000. Fifteen 
provinces established over 100 
schools each ; twelve provinces 
over 200 new schools each ; four 
provinces over 300 schools each. 
Valencia established 400 schools, 
Madrid and Barcelona 500 each, 
and the remaining provinces 50 
schools each.

The budget for sending stud­
ents abroad was increased to two 
and one half million pesetas. 
One million pesetas were assig­
ned for scholarships; half a 
million pesetas for residences; 
four million pesetas for other 
institutions, and 700.000 pese­
tas for educational missions.

These were the preliminary 
steps taken by the Republican 
Administration to stamp out illi­
teracy in Spain. The work has 
been greatly intensified in spite 
of the war.

In the school budget for 1937, 
provisions were made to take care 
of the education of children under 
the school age and also of people 
over the school age. One and a 
half million pesetas were assig­
ned for the creation of maternity 
schools and children’s play­
grounds, and 10,359,000 pesetas 
to fight illiteracy.

Other items in the school 
budget are :

For boarding schools . , . 2,000,000 ptas.
For scholarships................  5,000,000 »
For extension of studies

abooad............................ 1,250,000 >
For school canteens . . . 7.250,000 »

this sum also includes sums for 
children’s clubs, children’s libra­
ries, etc.

For school material. . . . 4,297,000 ptas.For professional educatinu. 3,000,000 »
And a subsidy for private

schols...............................  200,000 »

In the first budget of the 
People’s Front administration 
the amount assigned for teachers’ 
s a l a r i e s  was increased by 
91,823,000 pesetas.

The budget for 1937 assigned 
40,000,000 pesetas for the crea­
tion of new schools. A  remark­
able comparison may be made : 
In the territory controlled by 
the Government there were 
68,890 teachers, or 32,210 more 
than in the w'hole of Spain 
under the Monarchy.

During 1937, 64,000,000 pese­
tas w'ere spent on the construc­
tion of new schools.

.Under the Monarchy the school 
budget amounted to 14,314,000 
pesetas, while under the People’s 
Front Government, despite the 
tragedy of the war, it amounts 
t)o 143,000,000 pesetas for the 
territory controlled for the Go­
vernment.

Another interesting aspect of 
the educational program of the 
Government is the campaign to 
stamp out illiteracy a m o n g  
adults. For this purpose 7,570 
classes were organized in 1937, 
which were attended by 169,620 
semi-illiterate adults, and 4,946 
classes, given by national school 
teachers for illiterates. There 
were also 407 classes given bv  
flying shock brigades, covering 
a total of 122,553 pupils.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Foreign Medical Aid in 
Spain

T h e following statement was 
made to the press by a represen­
tative of the Foreign Medical 
Aid Committee which is helping 
the Spanish M ilitary Medical 
Services :

oThe Foreign Medical Aid 
Committee began to function in 
Spain nearly a year and a half 
ago. Today the organisation has 
17 base hospitals and 6 mobile 
surgical units, with a total of 
5,028 beds; 116 ambulances of 
various sizes, 53 large trucks, 13 
light trucks, 23 touring cars, 7 
mobile operating theatres, 7 dis­
infection trucks, a number of 
gasproof ambulances, etc.

•There are 163 foreign doctors 
and 68 Spanish doctors in the 
Foreign Medical Aid. Among 
these there are 10 foreign sur­

geons and 9 Spanish surgeons. 
U p to December 31, 1937, the 
base hospitals of the Foreign 
Medical Aid attended to 27,015 
wounded and sick, most of whom 
were evacuated from Foreign 
Medical Aid front hospitals by 
Foreign Medical Aid ambulances.

»We have had a number of cas­
ualties. Two Divisional Medic­
al Commanders, one Brigade 
Medical Commander, and three 
Battalion Medical Commanders 
have been killed. One doctor 
died of a contagious disease at 
the front, one died of illness in 
the rear, and one disappeared. A  
considerable number of stretcher 
bearers, ambulance drivers, etc., 
have been lost.

»In addition to our medical 
work, we have organised seven 
children’s homes, housing over 
600 orphans. T o help these 
homes the wounded soldiers of 
the International Brigades have 
contributed 200,000 pesetas.®

Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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Spain is Being Brntaiiy Murdered
Barcelona is being bombed continually, night and day, at short intervals. The victims can be 

counted by the thousands, non combatants all of them.
Men who call themselves Spaniards, men wearing religious habits, ministers of the Catholic 

Church, who claim to be defending the doctrines of Christ, have turned Spain over to Hitler and 
Mussolini to try out totalitarian methods of warfare.

Spain, so generously ceded by the Spanish patriots and the noble and pious leaders of 
the Church, is a wonderful testing ground for the totalitarian weapons, which would if they suc­
ceeded in crushing the Spanish people, enable them Germany and Italy to occupy valuable strategic 
positions. Their immediate objective may be Spain, but much as Mr. Chamberlain may try to 
delude himself, the ultimate abject of Hitler and Mussolini is to add more territory to their empires, 
and this they will snatch from France, England and Belgium and possibly from Soviet Russia. Spain 
would afford them a wonderful position to strike a fatal blow at France and England.

While from Berlin Hitler and Goering speak openly of their intervention in Spain, while Mus­
solini's newspapers openly voice praises of their forces fighting in Spain, the British Prime Minister 
shilly shallies desperately in order to avoid admitting to the representatives of the English 
people that Germany and Italy are waging war against the democratic and legal Government 
of Spain.

How long will France and England continue under the delusion that Germany and Italy will 
be satisfied with the conquest of Spain?

And the bestial murderers of Spain believe that they will win the war, but they will certainly 
fall victims to the same methods of warfare they are employing against Spain. No, they will not 
win, they cannot win. Neither France, nor England, nor Soviet Russia, nor the United States of 
America will allow their cities to be destroyed, their women and children to be murdered by Ger­
man and Italian war planes.

Spain is setting a bloody precedent to the world, and the democratic countries will soon be 
faced with the unavoidable fact of a war, and they will have to use the same methods of warfare 
which will be used against them— aircraft against aircraft, high explosive bombs against high explo­
sive bombs. And what will become of Rome and Berlin when the combined forces of the demo­
cratic countries wage against them the same kind of warfare they are today waging against Bar­
celona? They are the initiators of the most barbarous, the most murderous, the most gruesome 
kind of terror a human being could conceive, but they are destined to experience the same suffer­
ings they are inflicting on others, and the fate they deserve is to be entirely wiped out from the 
face of the earth.

H E A L T H

Centralisation of Food Supplies
for Hospitals

The Government has under­
taken the organisation of food 
supplies for hospitals. Funds 
granted by the State ^ r  this 
purpose have been badly admi­
nistered in the past with the 
result that the quality and 
quantity of food varied greatly 
in different hospitals. Dissatis­
faction with State Hospitals was 
cau^^d largely by, .insdfficienil 
m-^als and the different treat­
ment given patients able to pay 
for their keep.

T h is has been changed and 
there is now no distinction 
between paying and non-paying 
patients. A t  the same time a 
Hospital Food Supply Depart- 
men has been set up to control 
the purchase and distribution of 
food.

The administration of supplies 
is now centralised. Th is cuts 
down costs, facilitates the pur­
chase of food-stuffs in regions 
Where they are plentitul, and 
insures direct control of the 
quantity and quality of food sup­
plies.

There is a standard menu for 
hospitals based on the daily 
rations given below :

B R E A K F A S T

Coffee or chocolate . 6 grams

Bread..............................8o »

M i l k ............................ 250 »

B u t te r ...........................15 »
Sugar..............................20 »

L U N C H
S o u p ............................ 300 grams
Potato flour. . . .  80 »
One egg with pota­

toes or omelette.
Meat........................... 120 »
Bread............................ 100 »
F ruit.............................200 B

T E A

Milk 300 grams

S U P P E R
Soup or boiled ve­

getables . . . .  300 grams
Meat,' fish or egg . 80 »
B r e a d ................. 100 »
Biscuits (4) or

cheese................. 50 »
S w e e ts .................. 75 »
M ilk..................... 250 B

AGRICULTURE

Thirty Tractors Distribu­
ted to the Peasants

The Government have purchas­
ed 30 tractors which they are 
distributing in the following 
manner :

Six to the farm schools esta­
blished by the Institute of Agra­
rian Reform in Valencia, Cuenca 
and Albacete, where they will be 
used to instruct the peasants in 
tractor-driving.

Five to Aragon.

Eighteen to different parts of 
New Castille where the prepara­

tion of the land for the spring 
sowing is most behindhand.

One to the General Adminis­
tration of Prisons to aid in the 
work of land drainage being car­
ried out in the penal colony of 
Albatera.

The use of these tractors will 
not only compensate for the de­
crease in animals working the 
land, but will also accustom the 
peasants to modern agricultural 
methods and will prepare them 
for a further development in this 
respect.

Catalonia
The Cooperative M ove­

ment in Barcelona

T h e Appea

In an interview on 7 February 
1938 Juan Farre, General Secret­
ary of the Cooperative Council of 
the'Catalan Government, stated 
that the Barcelona Cooperative 
Union at present has 60,000 
members. It also has 70 bran­
ches and assets amounting to 15 
million pesetas.

T h e cooperative movement is 
also growing rapidly in the towns 
and villages of Catalonia. In 
Figols private trading has prac­
tically ceased and the entire 
population belongs to the coope­
rative. The same is the case in 
Bagur and Palafrugell where 85 
per cent of the population belong 
to cooperatives.

The renewed outbreak of air 
bombing of densely populated 
cities in Spain and the resultant 
slaughter and maiming of hun­
dreds of non-combatant men, 
women and children have filled 
the civilised world with horror. 
The undersigned, representing 
diverse sections of the British 
Nation, implore the leaders of 
Republican a n d  Nationalist 
Spain, for the sake of the Span­
ish people and in the interest 
of humanity, to abandon by ex­
press agreement the deliberate 
bombing of civilian populations.

T h is appeal, signed by a arge 
number of British religious and 
politican personalities was is­
sued some time ago.

ipn. N/bgrin„ TJhe Spanish 
Prime Minister, made the fo­
llowing statement to foreign co­
rrespondents in regard to this 
question :

The B o m b ard m en ts
— 'The Government has never 

wished to bombard the Fascist

rear. After the intensive boml 
ing of our civil population wJ 
consented, on the advice of exJ 
perts, who considered this thj 
only means of bringing tb 
bombardments to an end, 
demonstrate that w-e were equa 
lly equipped to strike a har̂  
blow in the rear. We announce 
that if the bombardments coi 
tinued we should be obliged 
retaliate, but that our onlj 
wish was to stop them. Nego 
tiations were set on foot the re­
sult of which you all kiio\tl. 
Franco refused to agree. , 

The crew of every plane vi 
bring down is German or Ita] 
Han. The death of two hundre 
citizens in Barcelona or Sala-1 
manca means little in Germanj 
or Italy, wfhereias wie feel the 
same grief| for the victims ii 
rebel Spain as for our ownj 
T h ey aref all Spaniards ; thej 
are our friends. Even if thej 
were not, we would not wa{ 
a war of extermination on the 
holding different ideas from 01

A  W EEI

N.o 16
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own.

Note Issued b y the RepresentatiTes i 
Republican Parties of Spain

In a conference held by author­
ized representatives of the Left 
Republican Party, Republican 
Union, F e d e r a l  Republican 
Party, Catalan L eft Republican 
Party, Catalan Republican A c­
tion and the Basque National­
ist Party, these parties showed_ 
themselves in complete agreement 
in the appreciation of the politic­
al, economic and social problems 
of the nation as a consequence of 
the war and as regards the com­
bined efforts to muster all the 
resources of the parties and re­
publican feeling for the defense 
of the Republic and the principles 
of liberty and democracy.

As a result, they reiterate their 
support to the Government and 
express their appreciation to the 
People’s Arm y for its heroic sa­
crifices in the war for the inde­
pendence of Spain. They assure 
them that all Spaniards, at the 
fronts and in the rear, will inten­
sify their efforts to defend our 
country against oppression and

slavery and, after attaining vî  
tory, to uphold a regime of fre 
dom, peace and social justice.

Republican opinion denounc 
once again before the world tl) 
criminal aggression against o* 
country. In its Constitution til 
Spanish Republic proclaimed 
pacific ideals, but our soil 1 
been invaded by two foreig 
powers under the cover of a ffl 
litary revolt, and the ultimaij 
objective of these powers is 
secure strategic positions for 
aggression on a larger sci 
against Europe. In fighting ' 
their freedom the Spanish peo, 
are also defending the freedom! 
other peoples and the human H 
ception of democracy and civil 
zation. After proclaiming 
character of the war which 
are waging, the Republican 
ties of Spain cherish the hî  
that the democratic countries 
respond with sentiments and ac’ 
befitting the tremendous sac 
fice we are making.

This dei 
(was w r 
II is gh 

frecordc'

A6BICnLTUBE
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In order to continue the work 
of elevating the peasants, the 
Government are inaugurating 
the Farming School of Albace­
te, installed by the Institute of 
Agrarian Reform on the Ace- 
quion estate, ten miles from 
that city.

This estate has an area of 
1,550 acres, including dry and ir­
rigated land, vegetable gardens, 
unploughed and other kinds of 
land. It is suitable for instruc­
tion in agricultural work to the 
land workers so that they may 
correctly work the estates in this 
region. The estate also has live­
stock and facilities for rabbit 
and pigeon breeding.

In t h e  magnificent palace 
where the proprietor of the estate 
once resided, thirty pupils can be 
lodged in comfort for a year’s 
course in general and practical 
agriculture. Fifteen pupils can 
also be accomodated for instruc­

tion in tractors, pruning, hor 
culture, etc.

The teaching, which is e'' 
nently practical, is given by aJ 
cultural engineers, skilled ag 
culturists, veterinary surg« 
and special overseers, and 
mits an effective training 
pupils of 16 to 18 years of m

The pupils receive not alj 
training in agriculture, but 4] 
physical training. Fields 
sports and a lagoon for swim®’̂  
and boating are available for ' 
purpose.

The Minister of AgriculW 
the Director of Agrarian Ref^ 
and the technicians have ca^ 
out a magnificent work. ’I®' 
have been congratulated by 
land workers who benefit by . 
new centre for their contribu ĵ 
towards raising the agricult'’ 
knowledge of the peasants 
region of L a  Mancha and toxv̂  
perfecting the exploitation 
land.
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