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Soldiers: Continue your heroic 
defence of the soil of Spain. Re­
sist, resist! Your Government w ill 
g iv e  you  the means to do so 
and the means to attack later 
and destroy the enemy. 
S p a n i a r d s :  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  
triumph. Onwards!
Long live  the Republic!
Long live  Spain!

Speech delivered D r. ^e^rin
ver the Radio on March 2 8 ,19S 8

Spaniards:

The man who is speaking to you, as head of and in the 
lame of the Government, has a right to demand of you com- 
lete confidence in his words, for he repeatedly warned you, 

_ind in happier times, of the approach of days of cruel tests, 
such as the extremely difficult days through which we are at 

resent passing.
We are passing through hard times. The invading army 

las undertaken a very violent offensive in which it is em- 
>loying a huge quantity of war materi^. This offensive, by 
the very manner in which it is being carried out, in reality 
iflects the frightened haste of the invaders to modily the 
up of Europe in their own favour by annexing Spain l«£ore 

they are asphyxiated by the wave of indignation which is 
^weeping the world as a result of the designs of the aggres  ̂
>rs on peaceful peoples. Day by day this indignation is 

tnounting, and it is beginning to assume tremendous propor.- 
tions.

But in the very haste with which they are attempting to 
tonvert our country into a colony lies the seed of their fail- 
ire, becau^ our glorious Army, with the entire Spanish 
iople at its side, is undertaking to convert this haste into 
pause. Our soldiers have been obliged to abandon posit­

ions, but they have done this after having put up super­
human resistance to the combined attacks of the foreign air 
orce, artillery, and tanks. The invading army has been able 
to verify that it is no easy undertaking, whatever means may 
0€ employed, to drive back an army like our own, consisting 
"  Spaniards who are defending the dignity and the inde- 
P^dence of their country and, at the same time, the prin­
ciples of law, justice and peace. These principles are dear 
o all peoples, and however disdained they may be in other 
Urts, they retain their everlasting virtue in Spain.

lEROISM OF THE ARMY AND AIR FORCE

In Upper and Lower Aragon, our soldiers, the Spanish 
wliers, are carrying out acts of heroism which excel any 

pcorded by history. Even the foreign press, which is hos- 
' !l obliged to admit with what fortitude
'f the Republican Army has home the avalanches
 ̂ nre of the foreign air force and artillery; how our soldiers 

lave fearlessly faced the hundreds of tanks of the invaders;
they have allowed themselves to be crushed by these 

î uks rather than open the soil of our fatherland to diem, 
nd the enemy have not merely encountered resistance. The 
rmy of the Republic has fought with such heroism that 

F  battles it has captured Italian prisoners and tanks, 
nd our aviators, the aviators who do not machine-gun 

''omen and children in the rear, but who, although out- 
huge air force sent by Italy and Germany 

n thus impede the barbarous action of the enemy in the 
, writing pages of glory.
j entire people are shaken with pride by the heroic 
^  s of the which shows that its soldiers know how
F carry thenselves like Spaniards.

TO CONQUER AND TH E UNITY OF OUR

this unselfishness of the A m y  of the 
epublic are merely the reflection of the will of the entire 
panish people to cause the plans of our country’s enemies 

This is shared by all honourable Spaniards, by all 
Sood and industrious people of our country, because they

all know what it would mean to be reduced to the vile 
condition of colonial vassals of Italian and German fascism. 
This is understood by country and city workers, by small 
industrialists, the middle class, and the intellectuals. They 
know that it not only means oppression, ruin and misery, 
but also physical annihilation. TTiey know well the murders 
and persecutions carried out in the countries where fascism 
has imposed itself, and the voices of those who have been 
assassinated in the part of Spain they have taken from us 
resound in their ears.

The Basques know what fascism has done to their country, 
where all their beloved traditions have been cruelly trodden 
under foot.

The Catalans are not unaware that one of the most 
important aims of our enemies is the brutal elimination of 
the liberties which Catalonia achieved following the esta­
blishment of the Republic. They can see this in the meas­
ures adopted in fascist territory, where it is considered a 
crime to speak the Catalan language.

This conviction on the part of our people of what the 
triumph of fascism would mean for them compels all Span­
iards to unite firmly in order to bar its passage. T*he Go­
vernment is continually receiving from all comers of Re­
publican Spain, from cities and villages, from the fronts and 
the rear, testimonies of support and words of encourage­
ment to continue the struggle undismayed until victory is 
achieved. These messages of support are proof that Spain 
is mobilised for war, that the Government is receiving 
not only words of loyalty but aiCtive support.

The Spanish people, spurred by their deepest feeling, their 
love of independence, are doing everything they can.

THIS GOVERNMENT IS A WAR GOVERNMENT

These words of loyalty and this active support constitute 
an inexhaustible reserve of energy upon which the Govern­
ment will draw and which it will know how to use, for it 
is able and wishes to show to its people that it knows how 
to be a war government, a government worthy of the people.

The effectives of our Army will be increased by drawing 
on the reserves of volunteers who are now presenting them­
selves. Specialised workers will be incorporated into fortifi­
cation brigades, and in this way a double barrier of cement 
and soldiers will be created against which the enemies of 
Spain, of the civilised world, and of peace, will end by 
destroying themselves. Implacable action will be taken 
against the cowards, against the feeble-hearted, and against 
those who are not able to rise to the level of the magnificent 
deeds which the Spanish people are performing. In the 
struggle against these elements the Government will be in 
the lead, and I myself at the head of it.

INVINCIBILITY OF OUR CAUSE

Let us realise that our strength is incalculable. The con­
fidence and affection of the people for the Government of 
the Republic, which are shown in a thousand ways, are not 
enjoyed by our enemies. In their rear there arc millions of 
Spaniards who do not wish to see their country in the 
hands of foreigners; and in the ranks of their Army, not 
only among the soldiers, but also among their officers, there 
is growing a patriotic faeling, as well as a fervent desire 
that the Republic be victorious in spite of all difficulties, 
so that it may guarantee the independence of Spain.

We are more numerous than they, and we are fighting

for a worthy cause, which cannot be conquered either by 
the steel or by the gunpoweer which they are receiving 
from abroad, as payment for their treason.

And to the people who are supporting us and giving 
us inspiration we, of the Government, assure and ratify in 
full the declaration made to the Cortes to the effect that 
this is not a Government of pacts, capitulations, or compro­
mises. The Government will fulfil, without weakness or vac­
illation, the mission it received when it was formed, name­
ly, that of defending the independence of Spain. And 
this it will do not only because it wishes to honour its word, 
but because it is convinced that by persisting in the de­
fence of Spain it will achieve victory. TTic military situation 
is difficult, and we do not attempt to conceal this fact. But 
the difficulty is, fortunately, not insuperable. We insist that 
the two foreign nations, which first provoked the Spanish 
Civil War and which then converted it into a war of invas­
ion, are trying by all possible means within their reach to 
hasten the end. They are in a hurry to put an end to the 
independence of Spain because they are convinced, just as 
we are, that time is against them. Every day of resistance is 
a day gained for Spain.

CATALONIA WILL BE ANOTHER MADRID

7 *he assurances which the Government gave the Army 
regarding war material are not vain ones. If there is resist­
ance, there will be war material. Or, to put it more clearly: 
if we resist, we shall obtain the victory which we desire. 
There must be only one order in everyone’s mind: resist I 
This order is all the more sacred in view of the fact that 
it is the mandate of the Spanish fatherland which, in these 
moments of trial, calls to all Spaniards alike, to those 
fighting at the front and those working in the rear to resist. 
The summons is final and decisive. All our capacity for 
sacrifice must be set on foot. With much or with little ma­
terial, with bread or without bread, we must resist. The 
soldier at the front, the worker in the workshop, the woman 
in the home, and the child in the school must resist. Every 
day of resistance causes an upset in the plans of the in­
vaders, which they attempt to offset by increasing the viol­
ence of their air raids on open cities. They try to break 
the morale of the Spanish people in order to weaken their 
spirit and to overcome the threat of delay. And now they 
are speculating with the idea that the Catalan people are 
incapable of repeating the brave resistance of the people of 
Madrid. We are convinced of the contrary. We place our 
faith in the Catalan people whom we believe to be capable 
o f 'rivalling all the peoples of the earth in heroian in the 
same way as we were certain of the impregnability of 
Madrid.

Catalonia wishes to fulfil her destiny and this destiny 
can be fulfilled only within an independent and Republican 
Spain. The very spirit of Catalonia is made up of liberal 
ideals. Neither she nor her sons were made for colonial 
slavery. The invading armies will find her determined to 
put up a united and vigorous resistance. And by this re­
sistance Catalonia will save herself and contribute to the 
salvation of Spain. All her material and moral energies are 
urgently demanded, but they are demanded with hope. The 
effort of Catalonia will not be lost just as no eftort on 
the part of the Spanish people has been lost. We have 
needed the efforts of all the Spaniards in order to make the 
outside world see the Spanish war in its exact setting.

{Continued oh 2}
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THE DEMOCRACIES H AVE N OT HELPED US

The democracies of Europe have not desired or have 
not been able to spare us suffering. They denied us what we 
needed to suppress the insurrection, and their denial has 
caused us untold losses of blood and has had the final result 
of converting this war into a war of invasion, which is also 
a grave menace to the peace of Europe. The deception of 
the European democracies has caused incalculable damage 
to our country. But this damage will be small compared to 
that which will be caused to Europe unless, as one may 
legitimately expect, the democracies of Europe decide to 
emerge from their hiding-place of fears and vacillations. 
This hope, which is not only a hope of Spain, but of the 
whole world, cannot be frustrated in Spain. We are deter­
mined to prolong resistance. We feel strong and calm. We 
ask the soldiers to be heroic and we ask the civilian popu­
lation to be confident. Whatever trials the enemy may put 
us to, we ask the people for resistance. The Government 
conserves intact the spirit in which it was born: it remains 
faithful and if, as the Government is certain, the mobilisa­
tion of material resources and moral energy, for which it 
calls, is responded to with enthusiasm, it will achieve vic­
tory.

The situation is difficult, we admit. But fortunately for 
our cause it is neither more nor less difficult than other 
painful stages which were overcome. And the present stage 
will also be overcome. We shall with a collective effort rise 
to the difficulty and reconquer the land we have lost, 
which is clamouring for the return of its independence. Ca­
talonia will help us with her enthusiasm as a liberal people 
to achieve this reconquest. Her nerve centre, the proletariat 
and the middle classes, maintain from olden times the un­
breakable resolution not to yield their freedom to the ag' 
gression of the invader. Catalonia has spontaneously raised 
the order to resist. May the whole of loyal Spain imitate her 
resolution and copy her firmness. May the heroism of the 
soldiers be answered by the heroism of the workers. May 
the shovels and picks help the work entrusted to the 
rifles. May the Spirit of the people show itself in an over­
powering and decisive manner. In short, may the will of all, 
full of determination, be concentrated energetically on the 
fronts, where the batftle for victory is in progress. Resist, 
resist, and resist 1 Produce, produce, and produce! With 
every day of resistance and labour we achieve a new chance 
of victory. He who deserts his post is a traitor. He who 
allows his will to be broken is a traitor. He who utters 
words of discouragement is a traitor. Now that the destinies 
of Spain are at stake, we can only have a fever of heroism 
and a passion for service. In the presence of the world and 
in the tragic intimacy of our coimtry the Government says 
to all Spaniards:

On with resistance to the invader! Perseverance in the 
defence of our independence! By resisting and persevering 
we shall conquer.

When it rallies you to resistance, the Government knows 
that it is not asking a useless sacrifice of you. Every week, 
every day which we gain serves to compensate for the ine­
quality in material between ourselves and the enemy. Since 
I spoke to you and assured you that the prospects regarding 
an increase in war material were favourable, the power of 
the Republican Army has increased considerably. Had this 
not been so, the present resistance would not have been 
possible. It is only in aircraft that the rhythm has not been 
accelerated sufficiently to avoid the superiority of the enemy. 
But our tenacity will not yield and we shall also succeed 
in dominating them in the air. Hundreds and hundreds of 
young Spanish pilots are waiting for a plane to be given 
to them so that they can oppose and defeat Italians and 
Germans.

THE FARCE OF NON-INTERVENTION

To those foreigners, who still insist on shutting their 
eyes to evidence, who at the beginning of Non-Intervention 
denied the arrival of German and Italian planes, who de­
clared they did not believe our exposure of the accumulation 
of regular Italian and German divisions —  to which the 
Pharasaic name of «volunteers» has been given —  who 
with the greatest hypocrisy have coined the expression of 
the ccunknown submarine)) in order to avoid obligations and 
compromises, who believe that the swarms of enemy planes 
which are razing our land have been spontaneously born of 
themselves, I should recommend, if, as they indicate, they 
do not trust their own information services, that they read 
and verify the concrete data on the arrival of war material 
and war technicians formulated today by our own Minister 
of National Defence.

Let them reflect whether the German ships which un­
loaded twenty-eight centimeter guns in Bilbao and which 
conveyed modern heavy artillery to Pasajes to be placed 
along the Franco-Spanish frontier, and those which have 
transported powerful material, long-range and fixed artillery 
to Melilla and other places, let them reflect, I repeat, whether 
they believe that this material is to be used for fighting 
on the fronts in Aragon, the Centre, Levante, or Andalusia. 
And if they believe that the German technicians, who are 
coming to settle definitely with their families, have come 
for such a long stay merely to assure the triumph of the 
fascists, let us repeat once again:

That our struggle is not a civil war; it is a defence 
against the invasion and tyraimisation of Spain by foreign- 

The error of those fascists who believe that theirers.
triumph would be the triumph of Franco and his Phalanx 
is a grave one. No. Their triumph would mean the offering 
up of generations of Spanish youth in a future war, who 
would be sacrificed in foreign lands on the altars of Italian 
and German interests. It would mean handing over our 
riches and our fields to their exploitation as plunder for the 
invaders and new lords. It would mean the iniquitous slav-

Barceloi: 
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ide boule

ery of our people by those who, ingrained in the belief̂  
a proud superiority engendered by their sheep-like se 
feel in their heart of hearts a profund contempt for a 
whose greatness, nobility and virtues they have 
learned to understand.

What is taking place in Spain is not a fight of ideoloi 
Our land is being stained with blood as the prelude, w. 
were it not for the efforts of our people would be decisi 
of a dispute for the hegemony first of Europe and then 
the world. And whatever may be our • political and 
conceptions, whatever may be the soil which we call 
fatherland, every man who feels the pride of his birds
and of his race cannot but arise against those who, o'ving'^ggg 
the fact that they consider themselves a new chosen in thi
wish to submit the rest to vassalage. Therefore, Spain,) 'piny wl 
defending herself is defending the entire world. above

The rea
FAITH IN VICTORY But the w;

celona nea
Faith in victory, Spaniards! Spain will not allow herato carry o 

to be devoured. Spain will not surrender, and a people u:wbrating ) 
do not surrender cannot be conquered. The conduct songs « 
Spam is an example for the whole world. And in all parts, hammerinj 
is already known that on Spain’s fate depends the fate; distant sh 
all the free and peaceful countries which are threatened i  "1 he dai 
the greed of fascism. Let cetrain countries not forget tlfaccounts o: 
if the battles which the Spanish people are today fight»nient on tl 
were adverse to us in their final results, they would havt®hich aiig 
their back an Army of a million men ready to attack tl«|ioubt, the 

The world is on our side. Millions of men and 
in all countries are following our struggle with anxiety. 1®ormality. 
cause of Spain today influences and moves the life wountc
countries which have not been converted into a gaol. Let; reg
all be worthy of the admiration shown to us, of the conf̂  The po 
ence everywhere in our victory. Let us show the wotHI 
noble effort to save our country by hastening every oncî »̂ continu 
us to fill the posts in which we are needed. When tk 
see our unbreakable determination to conquer, millions I'elipt 
people throughout the world will be stimulated with r 
ardour to help us. ^ id  o-n Jar

All to the struggle! Let us mobilise all our energies!
Officers of the Army: Remember that you are foUow|j  ̂

the tradition of the heroes who in the past knew hoWj
destroy the invaders. ■ 'FCUNTt

War Commissars: You are the interpreters in 
mane and just cause which our people are defending. Ol H. G. V 
tinue your brilliant record of unselfishness and heroism! fIbe first a 

Soldiers: Continue your heroic defence of the soik fc
Spam. Resist, resist! Your Government will give you pred:
means to do so and the means to attack later and possil
the enemy.

either be a
Spaniards : confidence in triumph. Onwards! [xated that
Long live the Republic! (militarists
Long live Spain! I retrogressi

‘ l  He was

When the Spanish Fascists Want to pet rid of nn-
pieasant elements, they “ discover” a conspiracj

It is always the same.
«I can’t disclose my name. 

I ’ve got relatives on the other 
side.9

((They will t a k e  reprisals 
against my family. T h ey have 
done so with others.®

Men, who out of fear or re­
pugnance leave tre territory con­
trolled by the rebels to seek re­
fuge in Government territoryj 
show an almost hysterical fear of 
signing their names to any de­
clarations they may make. Th ey  
know that if their names are dis­
closed, the rebels will take re­
venge on their relatives. The  
rebels stop at nothing. There 
have been many executions as 
reprisals for relatives who escap­
ed to Loyalist territory.

A  man who has just escaped 
from rebel territory, after tra­
velling over the major part of 
Nationalist Spain, has furnished 
important information regarding 
Italian and German activities.

iT h e Germans and the Italians 
do not tolerate even a look of 
reproach, which is severely pun­
ished, as if the Spaniards were 
real slaves. In reality NationaU 
ist Spain  is an Italo-German 
colony.

n Recently a great number of 
policemen were executed and 
many imprisoned in Salamanca, 
vSaragossa, Burgos, Valladolid 
and Leon, for laxity in carrying 
out orders issued by German

and Italian military authorities 
established in those cities.

»There was also a great 
number of executions of caf6 and 
restaurant waiters for refusing to 
serve foreign soldiers. The  
waiters had taken this stand, 
because Italian and German sol­
diers never paid for what they 
consumed and abused the waiters 
when they demanded to be paid.

»The invasion of Spain by 
H itler’s and Mussolini’s forces 
is humiliating to the Spaniards, 
who have to accept it by force; 
and there is a silent reaction 
against the invaders, e v e n  
amongst natives who at first 
supported Franco, but who now 
no longer accept the bogus 
oCommunist® intervention in 
Spain.

oln many cases this reaction 
is not solely expressed in silent 
protest. Many Spaniards risk 
everything by voicing their pro­
tests and bitter criticism. This  
is creating a delicate situation in 
rebel territory.

oActs of reprisal against fo­
reign officers and technicians are 
continually recorded. Many have 
been killed in this way.

®The Italian and German Gen­
eral Staffs established in Valla­
dolid and Salamanca, respective­
ly, and with branches in Seville 
and Saragossa, have protested 
to the rebel authorities because 
in the majority of cases these

murders remain unsolved. Mar­
tinez Anido, the author of the 
«ley de fuga» (killing men while 
trying to escape), has issued sev­
ere orders to his secret police, 
and the terror has been greatly 
intensified.

»The Spanish population are 
profoundly disgusted with this 
shameless invasion of t h e i r  
country and for the complicity of 
the traitor generals, whp have 
submitted to the invaders with 
repugnant servility.

»In Valladolid the Italians 
have requisitioned the best build­
ings for their own use. They  
have their own police force 
brought direct from Rome, who 
continually abuse the people. 
There are people disappearing 
continually, and their b ^ ie s are 
later found along the bank of the 
Pisuerga R iv e r ; but the aNa- 
tionalist® authorities do not take 
the trouble of investigating into 
who is responsible for their 
death.

»The Italians recently remov­
ed all the patients from the M i­
litary Hospital, and installed 
their own patients, with Italian 
doctors and nurses, in that hos­
pital.

«In the building, where the 
Cavalry Academy used to be, 
they have quartered their Black 
Arrows and Blue Arrows. The 
Hotel de Inglaterra (English 
Hotel) has been converted into

Hotel de Italia (Italian Hotel) 
and is occupied solely by Italian 
military leaders. A ll hotels and 
restaurants on the road from 
Valladolid to Burgos have been 
«intervened» by the eJtalian 
Administration® for the use of 
Italian officers, and the former 
owners dispossessed without any 
compensation. No one is allow­
ed to travel along the highways 
without a special safe-conduct 
from the Italian police.

»Exactly the same conditions 
prevail in Burgos. The only dif­
ference is that it is run by the 
Germans instead of the Italians. 
Whole detatchments of t h e  
Lrestapo are operating in this 
province, employing the brutal 
methods imported direct from 
Germany.

»The Italians have a prison of 
their own in Venta de Banos, and 
the Germans one in Lerma. 
These are entirely under their 
control, and no Nationalist ter­
ritory is even allowed to go near 
them. There are hundreds of 
Spaniards in these prisons, and 
their lives depend entirely on 
Hitler and Mussolini. T h e great 
Caudillo, Franco, leader of a 
New Spain, United and Great, 
has no jurisdiction whatsoever 
over these prisons or over the 
prisoners.

«If the German Gestapo or the 
Italian Police force suspect a 
Spanish officer or civilian of 
being unfriendly to the invaders, 
and fear that their views may 
influence the population of the 
towns dominated by them, they 
make use of the Martinez Ani- 
do’s secret police. The latter do

true in Ba
not even take the trouble of he® A Pruss 
ing an investigation, but Italian
odiscover® a conspiracy. T®esponsdblc 
was the case recently in ValRarcelona 
dolid. TO Majorca

oAccording to discoveries iu«are. T li 
by the police, there was a cef ^talitariar. 
piracy among officers of • process foi 
Spanish army, phalangists  ̂ ulalion bel 
workers for a coup to seize po^y non-coi 
in Valladolid. The plot coBSWaiiger tlia 
ed of releasing the political ?woled the 
oners, attacking the artiOAstrument 
barracks, and killing the i^ashioned  ̂
prominent onationalist® persĉ j tion was a: 
ities. hut accord

®The plot was discovered deciding 
in time, and in an emerg^i Ludendo 
court - martial eleven offic4  dicories, ; 
sixteen workmen and thirty-^trous coi 
phalangists were sentenced^onibing o 
death and executed immediate fause naor 
The men died crying Long h- than even 
Spain I and Down with FraJ>^rites * Lui 
the traitor ! ^auner^ ci

»An official communiqnc ^ e n t  to su 
sued on this occasion d ecl^ lt is nece 
that the condemned men 
meetings in a milliner’s 
shop, and that they had a 
transmitting set, with which 
communicated with the 
installed inside a mannikin!’ ®

; Germain

1̂1 over th 
morale will 

iP T̂ed to s

All articles and Hems this weekly may be reprinted

'̂ ■ ar noIsh

militan 
sor

ake up s- 
^-olate anc 
P 'n ate  the 
k'Gv out tl 
ijruction '\

J''"* hoi 
til

n

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



pril, 1, 1958 Spanish Information Service Page 3

onsters Over Barcelona
o£ ideologi

'"ffl Barcelona. Spring. The sweet warmth 
“  Spring wraps the city. The air of
' j  ^"Jipring reaches out to the Mediterranean, 
:al and JOgeiitly lapping the coast line. In the 
1 we call boulevards trees are blossoming and 
t his couinW  ̂ birds chirp on their branches. The  
imo, tbe birds feel a new life stir-
•hos^ P̂ ĉ ring in them.
)re, Spain,! Tiny white clouds dapple the deep blue 

Scy above.
The reality of the war is not absent. 

But the war is 200 miles away. In Bar­
celona nearly two million souls struggle 

allow hen to carry on a boisterourly brilliant life, 
a people »|tibrating with its music, its trepidations, 
e conduct Jts songs and laughter, hawkers’ chants, 
in all pansSammering, shouts, motor horns and the 

Is the fatei îstant shrieks of the steamship sirens, 
threatened t  The daily papers publish sensational 
jt forget Accounts of the battle in Aragon and com- 
oday fight®*^nt on them in passionate editorials in 
vould havej’h ich  anguish and hope are blended. No 

attack thJlnnbt, the city feels the grip of a pro- 
1 and wcsrfonnd uneasiness. But there is complete 

anxiety, li normality. Life in the rear has not lost 
he life wounted rhythm. The daily tasks
a gaol. Le[«re as regularly x>erformed as ever, 
of the conif population are aware that the

the woil̂ ! foreign air force, whose base is in Major- 
every one oa, continues bombing the cities along the 

When ^Mediterranean coast. The tragedy of the 
r, milHons|if‘̂ n Felipe Neri home, and the bodies of 

with « young children killed in the air 
raid on January 30, have gone around the 

e n e r g i e s ! i n  the pages of the newspapers, 
are followi^  ̂ ^011 responsible for their tragic 

knew remorse?

s in th eifK C H N IC IA N S  O F  C R IM E  
lending. 0"  H. G. Wells, the English writer, when 

heroism! I the first attempts were made the use the 
f the soir for the transportation of passen-
give you Silers, predicted the terrible and magnifi- 
r and desilviF possibilities of aviation. When men 

P^ere able to fly like birds, they could 
either be a god or a devil. MTlls predi- 

1! Seated that aviation in the hands of the
ilitarists would for humanity mean a 
trogression to primitive barbarism.

! He was right. His predictions came 
.true in Barcelona, 

able of h j]  A Prussian now dead, Ludendorff, and 
but ni^aii Italian who is still living. Douhet. are

racy... ____________________
ly in Va®arcelona by the warplanes whose base is

^  Majorca during three days of night- 
Dveries flî l̂ are. The former is the author of the

living,
sponsible for the crimes committed in

was a c(f^talitarian war theory, that infamous 
ers  ̂ of ’process for intimidating the civilian pop- 
angists Wlalion behind the enemy’s lines, wliere-

olitical. 
he artiil' 
g  the 
st» persoi

> seize non-combatants are exposed to more 
plot cons^anger than combatants. The latter pro­

ofed the general use of aviation as an 
strument of war. According to the old- 

ashioned European general staffs, avia- 
on was an auxiliary instrument of war, 

Ipnt according to Douhet’s theories, it is 
co verec^  deciding element of victory.

Ludendorff and Douhet blended their 
en _ofn<«|i<?ories, and the result of this mon- 
1 thirty-t®^rous composition was a systematic 
entencedpombing of civilians. «It is necessary to 
mmediajl Pause more damage to non-combatants 
I L o ^  -̂ 1, even to the combatants propers, 
/ith Fra»B  ̂rites ■ Ludendorff. nTerrorised in this

civilians .will press the govern- 
ent to surrender.)) And Douhet writes : 
t IS necessary to employ the air force 

over the enemy’s territory. Thus his 
•̂ rale will be broken and he will be com­
bed to surrender.D

H I^N E W  g e n i u s  o f  DF^STRUC-

and Italy went into the Span- 
\ t o  achieve their politic- 
j  military and economic plans —  to se- 

 ̂ source for raw materials and to 
np strategic positions in order to 

ate and encircle France and to do- 
j. the Mediterranean —  but also to 
Tu instruments of des-

Their new two- and three-en- 
Plan their n e w  pursuit

their new anti-aircraft guns,
‘ r new anti-tank g u n s, their 

'■ machine-guns and high ex-

tnuniqnc 
on dec 

1 men 
ner’s 
had a 

1 which 
the «t' 

.nnikio!’

all

r»

plosives, and their new tanks, are being 
tried out in Spain, on the bodies of the 
men, women and children of Spain. The  
destruction of cities, the machine-gun­
ning of ternified crowds running for 
cover, are carefully timed.

C O N C U S S IO N  BOM BS

To Barcelona goes the ghastly honor 
of having been chosen as a testing ground 
for the new concussion bombs invented 
by Teutonic barbarism. She was already 
acquainted with incendiary and explosive 
bombs, and now she has experienced the 
effects of concussion bombs w'hich are the 
product of the most up-to-date chemical 
process for the destruction of humanity.

Concussion bombs ; liqirid air, enclosed 
ill thin aluminium casing under enorm­
ous pressure, when it is released becomes 
a wicked element, producing havoc and 
extermination. It is more deadly than 
an earthquake. It sweeps the most solid 
buildings off their bases. It kills with­
out wounding. It kills with hypocrisy. 
It does not produce visible wounds. It 
destroys the inner organs of its victims. 
The atmospheric concussion destroy's the 
lungs, the liver, the h eart; it tears and 
shatters these vital organs. The victims 
die Ixifore they can be given medical 
aid...

A IR  R A ID S  W E R E  C A R R IE D  O U T  
F IV E R Y  T H R E E  H O U R S

T h e air-raids began during the night, 
and were carried out every three hours 
with Teutonic regularity. In little less 
than a day and a half, Barcelona was 
bombed eighteen times. The planes flew 
in at an enormous altitude. Their pre­
sence was announced by the explosions 
of the bombs they dropped. The sirens 
shrieked the alarm, people ran terrified 
to seek refuge, traffic was stopped. The  
anti-aircraft guns persistently boomed 
their response, but the damage had al­
ready been done. The ghastly crime, 
even if it was absurd, was already a real­
ity. Whole buildings had crumpled down 
in a second, burying in the debris dozens 
of innocent victims, mostly women and 
children. The streets were strewn with 
dead bodies, bodies of people caught in 
their flight by the bombs. Several build­
ings were set on fire, and the smoke and 
the flames rose above tlie city. Some 
streets had craters, like those on the 
Moon...

And again later... And once again 
later... People did not sleep. Many did 
not eat. But the work went on. The  
alarm sounded periodically, but it was 
always too late. The bombs had already 
fallen.

The orders came from Berlin and 
Rome through Salamanca or Burgos. It 
was neces.sary to terrorize, to break the 
morale of the rear, to provoke panic and 
flight, to create an atmosphere of capi­
tulation. How can the people resist this 
continuous anxiety, t h i s  permanent 
danger, how can they survive these minu­
tes of profound anguish ? Is this calcul­
ation criminal, inhuman, savage, devil­
ish? Of course it is. But that is pre­
cisely what the totalitarian war lords 
expect...

A  bombardment produces scenes which 
do not seem real, but which on the contra­
ry appear a terrible nightmare. A  bus 
loaded with passengers stops because the 
drivers heard explosions far away. A  few 
seconds pass in silence. Suddenly the 
whizz of a bomb is followed by a terrific 
explosion, and people scream in agony. 
A  bomb dropped on the bus, and it is 
turned into a live volcano, where fifty  
people writh in agony and are burned to 
death...

A  square. On one corner there is a 
kiosk near a column painted red and 
black. It is the official tram stop. A  
group of passengers are waiting...

A  bomb drops between the kiosk and 
the column. The kiosk i.s blown to

pieces, and only an ugly crater remains 
where It was standing. The column is 
also shattered, and it trembles in frag­
ments. When the fumes blow away, 
nothing is left of the group of passengers 
but pieces —  an arm, a limb, a head 
whose ej’es still keep an expression of 
surprise, a bleeding torso... And in the 
middle of the avenue, a little girl who 
tries to stand up supporting herself with 
the little stumps of her arms. Her hands 
have been blown away.

Similar scenes were enacted eight times 
—  eighteen times I —  in less than forty 
hours.

T H E  'I'R A G IC  T O L L

The Government issued official figu­
res. 875 dead. 1,500 wounded. 48 
buildings destroyed, and 75 seriously 
damaged.

But there were still more dead. Many 
of the wounded died in the hospitals.

Over two thousand victims in a city 
with a population of . over one and a half 
million souls ; over one hundred build­
ings totally and partially destroyed. 
W hat does it all mean to a large city ?

W hat did the aggressors gain by these 
barbarous air-raids? Nothing. The next 
day after the bombings Barcelona con­
tinued her usual life. The blood-stained 
streets were cleaned. T h e dead were 
buried. The wounded were being cared 
for in the hospitals. The debris was re­
moved, and. Barcelona was Barcelona once 
again.

T H E  F A IL U R E

Between air-raids, the population car­
ried on the rescue work at a furious pace. 
Women and children worked alongside 
the men. T h ey felt certain that the cri­
minals would return again, that new ex­
plosions would soon be heard, but that 
did not deter or frighten them. Their soli­
darity was one of sorrow and indignation 
which was above class and even ideology. 
Municipal workers, bourgeois, laborers 
and professionals, policemen and .soldiers, 
women and children worked side by side, 
moved by a sii'igle desire, to rescue the 
victims, to save those who were still alive 
under the debris.

Certainly, there was a l s o  general 
panic ; crowds running madly for the re­
fuges, for the underground passages. But 
amidst it all, there were cases of bravery, 
silent heroism and sublime resignation.

The^’ are wasting time and bombs :
Salamanca and Burgos, Berlin and 

Rome, must know it. The Majorca mur­
derers are wasting time and bombs. 
Neither Barcelona nor any other of the 
Spanish towns fighting for their freedom 
and independence will be subdued by 
these methods of wholesale murder. 
Their nerves may be temporarily shat­
tered, but calmness is soon regained. Our

will is to be free or die. W hat if the 
Germans and the Italians come on their 
powerful machines, with their powerful 
weapons to exterminate Spain ? W hat if 
the civilized world regards unperturbed 
this wholesale slaughter? A  man can 
only die once and he must rise to his 
destiny.

But abroad...
Chamberlain declared in the House 

of Commons that when he read the ac­
counts of the bombardments of Barcelo­
na, he felt horror and repugnance. Th is  
was only natural. Every human being 
must feel the same. Horror at the crime. 
Repugnance at the ruthless and coward­
ly  manner in which it is committed, 
and the miserable excuses given for com­
mitting such ghastly murders.

Objectives of military importance ! The  
rebel radio stations in their official com­
munique stated that their air force had 
successfully bombed the official and mi­
litary centres of Barcelona. Th ey expect 
the world to accept their shameless lying. 
Not a single official building was hit. 
Th ey could not be hii, either, for the 
bombs were dropped from an altitude of 
over 15,000 feet. And they were deliber­
ately aimed to hit the center of the city. 
Th ey were sure, in this manner, some­
way or another, to score a hit...

Th ey hit private homes and commercial 
houses. In this way Barcelona, is an 
enormous target, covering many square 
miles. It is a large city, a brilliant ex­
ponent of civilization. It is the product 
of efforts of several generations of hard 
working people. It is the pride of a 
proud and noble race, who know how to 
provide for the future and who have a 
serious conception of life. It is the work 
of two thousand years of history...

And this is the objective of the flying  
executioners, of Mussolini’s condottieri, 
of Hitler’s reizigen. And what is the 
result ? Th ey commit a few hundred 
crimes each time, they carry out thous­
ands of murders, and then what? Are  
they ashamed? Th ey may be ashamed 
of their impotence, but of nothing else.

I^et the civilized world not lose sight 
of these crimes. Th ey have been com­
mitted before, and were soon forgotten. 
Th ey are only the prologue, the dress 
rehearsal for the great drama coming to 
France and to England. Have the people 
of Paris and the people of London seen 
the outline of Goering’s plan, published 
in the German military reviews, for the 
destruction of the French capital by in­
tensive bombing?

The totalitarian powers are trying out 
their methods and their material on 
Spain. Th ey check their calculations and 
train their men and their technicians. 
Spain is serving as their laboratory and 
testing ground.

It is high time for the democracies to 
be moved by their instinct of self preserv­
ation.

German Air Base at Pollensa, Halorca
Declarations of four German prisoners.
On March 15 the British merchant ship "Stanwell*' was bombed in Tarragona 

harbur. There were several victims on board.
One of the seaplanes forming the bombing squadron was brought down a 

few minutes later when the planes were strafing a train between Vinaroz and 
Ulldecona. It was a German Heinkel seaplane.

The four members of the crew were made prisoners. They were all of German 
nationality. They ore: Rudolf Ruker, Lieutenant, observer, commander of the 
plane; Alfred Tonollo, second Lieutenant, pilot; Hermann Strohscheter, second 
Lieutenant, radio operator, and Smitz, mechanic.

The prisoners declared that the members of the German squadron which has 
its base in Pollensa, Majorca, are all Germans. Their names are as follows: 
Hollinghousen, commander of the squadron; Deecke, pilot; Zenker, pilot; Jorgenz, 
senior lieutenant; Stood, pilot; Franz, pilot; Zunker, pilot; Rohtgeber, pilot; Braf, 
lieutenant and Brauner, lieutenant.

All these men, including the prisoners, belong to the German Air Force. Their 
mission is to bomb Spanish loyalist towns along the Mediterranean coast, and to 
attack merchant ships bound for Loyalist ports. Their most recent victim was the 
British merchant ship <Stanwelb, in which British sailors were killed by the German 
planes.
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New Exposure of German
and Italian Intervention

D uring th e  la s t fe w  w eek s th e rebels h a ve  received  a h u ge am ount of m aterial
The intelligence service of the Ministry of 

Natinal Defense has compiled information re­
garding the intervention of Germany and Italy 
in the Spanish war. The following data are in­
complete, and refer only to the ast few weeks ;

Pilots and Technical Personnel : On P'ebrua- 
ry 27 twenty-eight German pilots left Totow, 
near vStralsund, for Spain. T h ey travelled on 
two Junkers 86, and flew direct to Burgos.

On February 28, eighty more German pilots 
of the Magdeburg F lyin g School, flew direct to 
Portugal, and from there went over to rebel ter­
ritory.

On March 19, fifty-four pilots left the Zeils- 
dorf airfield for Spain, and there are at present 
85 pilots being trained in Luneburg for service 
in Spain.

On March 16 the S. S. «Franca P'assio» landed 
250 Italian pilots in Seville.

Troops and M aterial: On March 2 a body 
of German troops arrived in Bilbao. Before 
they landed a crowd which had gathered was ' 
cleared from the docks.

On March 10 the Spanish steamers «Andraca- 
Mendia, oUltra-Mendi® and «Jupiter» arrived in 
Cadiz escorted by two Italian destroyers and 
several planes, and on March i i  the Italian stea­
mer aTrieste®, which is a hospital ship, also 
arrived in Cadiz. These vessels landed a total of 
4,500 infantry troops, 500 black shirts, 90 sol­
diers belonging to the Italian A ir Force, 200 ar­
tillery men and a number of drivers.

These same steamers landed 15 pursuit planes,
3 bombers, 5 heavy tanks, 10 light tanks,
4 ambulances, 3 trucks with gasoline tanks, 8 
truck chassis, 300 heavy aerial bombs and a 
great number of pieces of light artillery, ma­
chine-guns and ammunition. T h e two destro- 
j’ers which escorted the transport ships landed 
a large number of cases of the same material.

On March 16 the Spanish ship ((Mar Negro®, 
escorted by the destroyer «Velasco», landed a 
large cargo of war material from Italy in Cadiz.

On March 19 an Italian warship landed a car­
go of rifles and ammunition in Cadiz.

On March i i  two Italian merchant ships 
landed 71 Italian military technicians in Alge- 
ciras, who departed at once for Saragossa.

On March i i  and 13 the Ceuta mail boat 
landed Moorish troops in Algeciras. In the 
second expedition there were 240 young boys, 
about 17 years of age, destined for the front. 
The rebels continue recruiting Moors in French

Morocco. On March 6, 300 natives of Moxerah, 
French Morocco, arrived in Alcazarquivir, and 
were incorporated into the M(X)rish Regulares.

On March i i ,  at eight o’clock, two Italian 
merchant ships landed 40 heavy trucks, machi­
nery, aviation material and ammunition in 
Cadiz.

Three German merchant ships landed 28 cm. 
guns in Bilbao, and every week huge quantities 
of war material are received in Bilbao from 
Germany. The German cruiser «Fmden» 
protects the transport of war material to the 
northern ports, which are used on a large scale 
for landing German war material and techni­
cians. 30 pieces of heav̂  ̂ artillery’ were landed 
in Pasajes recently and were later installed al­
ong the French border iinder the direction of 
German technicians and manned by Germans.

Many of the Germans arriving in the North 
of Spain bring their families with them. The  
families of 300 German officers have landed in 
Pasajes alone.

A  German merchant ship recently landed in 
Villa Alhucemas a cargo of wheat and corn and 
three 15.5 cm. batteries, which are being em­
placed at Morro Viejo near Punta P'raile.

Another German merchant ship landed a large 
quantity of war material in Ceuta, which was 
immediately trans-shipped to Algeciras.

On March 17 the German ship «Porto» landed 
war material in Seville, and the eCatarnia®, also 
German, landed war material in Motril on the 
2oth.

On March 7 there were seven German offi­
cers in Darache who arrived from Tetuan and 
departed immediately for Alcazarquivir. It is 
believed they are technicians who are studying 
a method for improving the fortifications along 
the French Moroccan border, for they have re­
cently sent strong detachments of troops to this 
frontier.

N avy —  Italy has recently sent to Spanish 
waters twenty avedettes® equipped with two 
500 H .P. Issotta Faschini engines. These boats 
develop a speed of 53 miles per hour and have 
two detonation tubes for 250 kilo torpedoes.

Th ey left Italy iii groups. Th ey fly the 
rebel Monarchist flag, and have the mission of 
sinking all ships bound for Loyalist Ports.

Two flotillas of submarines have been seen in 
Cadiz, one of small submarines and the other 
of large ones. T h e crews are entirely German, 
but they wear no uniform.

O R D E R  A1\D L A R O E R
R E P U R L IC A A  S P A IA

«After having been oppressed 
for many years, the Spanish 
people know how to make use of 
the liberty given to them by the 
Republic, for they respect the 
law and obey the Government 
authority® saj's the Civil Gover­
nor of Albacete.

Truths and Facts efface F as­
cist propaganda. —  All the fore­
ign representatives who have vi­
sited Arbacete and its province, 
are now fully convinced of the 
absolute falsity of the propagan­
da which the Spanish Fascists 
and their International Allies 
spread in order to throw dust 
into the eyes of the world re­
garding the supposed disorga­
nisation existing in the IvOyal 
territory. The order and activity 
in Albacete and its province
—  as in all towns of loj'al Spain,
—  offer the world an example 
which counteracts the cynical 
impudence of fascist propaganda. 
The maintenance of public order 
and steady development of labour 
are a proof of the discipline and 
moral responsibility the Repub­
lican people have taken upon

themselves. After so many years 
of tyrannical oppression these 
people have shown their ability 
to make use of the freedom given 
them by the Republican Govern­
ment.

Albacete and its province have 
suffered more than any other 
part of Spain from the tyranny 
of the political and .social leaders. 
It can be stated that the whole 
town and its province were 
owned by eight or ten of these 
political leaders and their famil­
ies, who had in their power 
thousands of citizens and farm 
labourers, whom they forced to 
obey their orders and to submit 
to their despotism under the 
threat of instant dismissal from 
their ill-paid work, if they dared 
to show any signs of indepen­
dence and democracy.

The old Government organiza­
tions were nothing but a mere 
fiction. The Town Councils 
were inactive, because the admin­
istration of the towns and vil­
lages was carried out in the priv­
ate offices of the political 
leaders. Municipal Justice was

people, 
wages - 
were 3 
schools

administered by men who were 
bribed by the rich people to use 
their authority as a means to 
impose their will upon the 

The farm labourers’ 
- with few exceptions —  

pesetas a day. The 
were few and empty, 

because the children were obliged 
to help their parents on the land.

In some places, like Alcaraz, 
for instance, the poor people 
were all illiterate, and their 
hunger, ignorance and supertit- 
ious fear of their masters paral­
ysed the activity of the Republic 
which attempted to free them 
from the cruel despotism of the 
landowners. Practically all social 
activities were in the hands of 
these privileged eight or ten 
landowners. Agriculture was 
carried on by primitive methtxis ; 
Trade and Industry were also in 
these landlords’ hands and even 
the work of Public Services was 
administered by them. They  
even formed companies in order 
to prevent any one except them­
selves from enquiring into finan- 

(Continued on page s)
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Interview with Major Hilario Sal 
vadh on the Bomhing of Barceloi
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On 25th March, 193S, Sr. Hilario Salvadd, the Mayor of vivid pi 
celona, gave an interview in connection with the savage bombarfi given . 
ments carried out by fascists on that city on March 17 and 18. jtoya. Thi

Sr. Salvado stated that he had only recentl3' returned
London and Paris, where he had arranged for the purchase of afA 
bulances and medical material to take care of the people of Bar?j ’ leases 
Iona in case the need should arise. A  large portion of the 
material, sent by the French Socialist Party, had arrived a few da'| 
before the bombing t(X>k place. It was a tremendous help in attajj 
ing to the needs of the wounded.

Kn up in 
r fulfilm' 
r tenants 
corable i: 
s of taxe 
■s plungec

Up to the present time the number of victims caused during 1: 
ten air-raids on March 17 and 18 is konwn to be as follows : . .
killed (512 men, 245 women and 118 children), and 1,500 wounde||niost abj 
This includes only those who had their wounds dressed in officplnctof the 
dressing stations. Many of the more lightly wounded are, tlidV^^nds of 
fore, not recorded.) laking it im

Fortj'-eight buildings were completely destroyed and 75 sever* 
damaged, notwithstanding the fact that they were all five 
or more in height. vSr. Salvadb then spoke of the heroic vork 
formed b̂ ’ the two thousand doctors, doctors’ assistants, architect took c  
first-aid men and members of the salvage squads. He paid a tr ib *  î ĵ- 
to the firemen who worked for 48 hours without rest and he praisiPMonarch 
the service rendered by the various departments of the Passive '
fence, which had to work in 42 different places at the same tiiifcg succeedec 
In addition, he made of the citizens who volunteered to help detach
away the wreckage and who in this waj’ saved people buried by Ijage in o 
debris, who otherwise would have died. 'p

On the fifth floor of a house which had been split in two by houses b 
explosion of a bomb, a four months old baby was found quiety' sle^^s. The 
ing in its cot 24 hours after the last air-raid. This tiny creatureP^e was on 
now being taken care of in a safer place. people,

Sr. Salvado concluded by saying that despite the fact that 
ir-raids were carried out by the fascists not only with the aimBj^g qair

experimenting with a new type of bomb containing liquid gas, 
also with the object of demoralising the civilian population, the 
rale of the people of Barcelona is today higher than ever.
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(from an article by W illiam Forrest)
Just beyond the village of Cam- 

brils I saw the charred remains 
of one of those highway^men of 
the air. It was a Heinkel bomber 
shot down by a Republican 
chaser. .1 stripped the plate off 
the engine and read ; «Motor- 
muster B .M .W . 6, Hersteller J. 
Fberspacher. G .M .B .H . Rss- 
lingen A .N .» That is model B. 
M. W . (Bavarian Motor Works), 
6, maker J. Ebcrspacher, Lim it­
ed, Ksslingen on the Neckar.

* « «

Long before we came to Tor- 
tosa —  to the place that was Tor- 
tosa —  we saw the refugees. Not 
many of them. P'or the fight 
began manŷ  days ago and most 
of the city’s 30,000 inhabitants 
were already’ dispersed among 
surrounding hills, living just 
how it is impossible to say.

Tho.se who were now leaving 
were the last-ditchers, who had 
held grimly on, defying raid 
after raid, moving on from house 
to house as the v '̂arplanes pro­
ceeded with their remorseless 
work of destruction ; until the 
cataclysmic finale two day’s ago, 
when the city was bonib^ with­
out respite from dawn till dusk, 
and the last habitable dwelling 
had been wrecked.

It was strange to walk in broad 
day through streets where but a 
few days ago women gossiped in 
little clusters in the d(x>rway's, to 
cross sunlit plazas which echoed 
the cries of children at play, to 
pass cafes and bars wliich were 
noisy with argument and thick 
with tobacco fumes —  and where 
now there was nothing but ruin 
and desolation and a silence un­
earthly'.

I quickened m y pace to esc 
from this nightmare. An an 
guard —  what was there left! 
guard? —  hearing my footst  ̂
came out of an alley'way, staiRpj.3̂ 1 : 
at me, but let me pass uncliie 
lenged. V hting  a

* * * Ipants see
Hrealise tl

A s I was crossing the E ® n  of thei 
Bridge the drone of .
broke the silence. I sprimf*" ^  
across, but there was no 11%+ 
for alarm. The bombers P^^vileges a  
contemptuously overhead. tkp fr
was there left to bomb?

Towards the southern ^Hts to fin( 
skirts life began, where the Rermbl- 
forks, left to A'alencia and 
south ; right to Aragon and 'poiied then

front. of well
Cars and lorries came tearfj.o^ they 

the road from the soa|»fenced.up
slowed down when they
the city', then accelerated
when the drivers saw tha't ^hey w
there was no danger of runi' 7  ®^ntal
over a child. Nor even a ^

Fallen trees and the 
scattered houses had been •
from the middle of the neasa
streets to let traffic pass thro'|p exploit 
the city. For the war 
must be fed. Fed with matf^ghting fo 
and fed with men. fehting j

I watched the men going 
today, up towards the rough}’!’ 
of Aragon, where the dep̂  
battle of the war is now

r̂ker.

fought. And as I turned
towards Tortosa, towards 
place that was Tortosa, I 
ed how many other cities 
W^estern Europe would sharp! 
fate if these men lost the hg

{((The News Chroniclev.)
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If OUi (Continued from  page 4)
Ell expenditure and to avoid any 

.ocracy or social justice from

feudalism in the X X  cenimry. 
vor of E-"A vivid picture of real feudal- 

bomba;sQ is given in the village of V i- 
nd iS itova. This village and all its 

, . Wicipal land was owned by one 
urned Marchioness of V i-
hase of The contracts of houses
le of Barc*̂  * leases of the land were 
f the up such a manner that
■ ^̂ 'v fulfilment always led the
p in attei:|jj. tenants to want and misery.

iSorable instalments and all 
during of taxes and tithes on the 

ollows : plunged the inhabitants into
)0 woundAniost abject poverty, for the 
1 in officISdnctof their labour passed into 

are, tlic-^hands of the landowner, thus 
inking it impossible for them to 

■ ort themselves and their fam- 
75 sever*_ phe Marchioness on seeing 

rive storef^possibility of a reaction tak- 
' place against her exploitat- 

took every precaution to

A N D  L A B O U R . . .

c work 
, architeJ
lid a tribiii  ̂ riches in the time of
I he praisff Monarchy by taking advan- 
Passive lfgg her political influence ; 
same tiit|g succeeded in having a Civil 

) help detachment created in the
iried by ĥlage, in order to protest her 

^perty. This lady gave one of 
two by houses to be used as a bar- 

[uiety* slŵ cks. The duty of this armed 
creature was only to intimidate the 

people, by' their presence or 
I punish them for any actual or 

• ^posed transgression, 
the aiinp'i^g Government— contin-

Lid gas, Governor— , made
on, the nw another of its many extrava- 

t deals by granting the main- 
auce of this Civil Guard de- 

^m ent, which cost the Treas- 
25,000 pesetas annually,

although the total revenue of this 
village to the Government only 
amounted to 3,000 pesetas a 
year.

The Republic, always careful 
in its respect towards all private 
owners, could only resolve the 
case of Villatoya little by little, 
because the owner of this village 
always managed to defend her 
so-called rights by appealling to 
endless legal proceedings.

P R E S E N T  P R O S P E R O U S  
P O S IT IO N

Despite the fact that the Civil 
war brought about by the capital­
ists and the military insurgents 
is now at its height, the province 
of Albacete— like others in loyal 
territory— , has entered into a 
new social life. The eighty-six  
Town Councils of the province 
are functioning in a regular man­
ner, and their functions are per­
formed according to the legal 
municipal statutes. T h e munici­
pal affairs are administered with 
perfect honesty ; old debts have 
been duly paid off and the way 
to prosperity in economical, cul­
tural and health affairs is as­
sured.

Naturally, the success of this 
work has been achieved in dif­
ferent ŵ ays according to each 
particular case. For instance ; 
in those towns where labour or­
ganization was already function­
ing, the administrative transfor­
mation has been done much 
quicker than in those others 
where no organizations of this 
kind were in existence.

The township of Villarrobledo 
should be mentioned as one

example of the rapid social and 
economical transformation ; the 
agricultural production has in­
creased ; cattle-breeding has pas­
sed from 6,000 to 12,000 heads ; 
thirty new sochools have been 
inaugurated, and more are on the 
way to being opened. This  
township patronizes the Federa­
tion of Spanish Universities and 
contributes towards the mainten­
ance of the children’s colonies ; 
it also maintains a Drawing 
School and grants ten scholar­
ships a year to the most intelli­
gent pupils. It has paved all the 
streets of the town and has set 
up health organizations. More­
over, it has mobilised 2,000 vol­
unteers to fight for the indepen­
dence of the Spanish Republic.

Th is example of Villarrobledo 
has been followed by many other 
towns in loyal Spain, including 
L a Roda and Almansa. A ll these 
towns cooperate very keenly in 
supporting and upholding the 
authority of the Government. It 
also should be mentioned that 
the standard of living has been 
improved in every sense, espe­
cially in the villages where the 
living conditions of the labourers 
were deplorable.

Public order is perfect every­
where in Republican territory, 
and proof of this is shown by the 
fact that since July, 1937, only 
one criminal offence has been 
committed. Other offenses, such 
as those against property, etc., 
are almost nil. This present sat­
isfactory situation is due to the 
development of education and the 
principles of equity and respect 
for. the legal authority of the 
Republican Government.
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grarian Reform in the 
Province of Albacefe

Recently we visited the agri- 
nral region of Albacete where 

't saw the wonderful work that 
being accomplished. Many 

•sants seem hardly able as yet 
,realise the sudden transfonn- 

'0 of their lives.
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R is little wonder that 
peasants who were formerly 

.exploited, would now give 
•ir lives for the Republic. In 
s ting for democracy they are
Ihting ft 
,̂ d̂y an 
!̂ rker.

a new 
honour

life of 
for the

of the -war productio-n 
rj W e were not sur-
Rl n  from the provin-

^legate of Agricultural Re- 
. » j  ̂ Victor Ripoli, of the 

endous activity displayed by
the workers of Al-

■  • . i results are amazing
P  Wside observers. In the 

ev.)

province of Albacete, as in all 
other regions of the Republic, 
production in agriculture and 
stock has reached a higher figure 
than in the normal pre-war 
period.

This year Albacete produced 
1,014,000 metric quintals of 
wheat and over a million of 
barley, which represents an in,? 
crease of 20 per cent as compared 
with production in the years pre­
ceding 1936.

New inethod of wine produc­
tion. The olive harvest. Refer­
ring to the cultivation of grapes, 
the provincial Delegate spoke of 
the means adopted to meet the 
necessities of the moment. In­
stead of converting all the grapes 
into wine, a certrin part of the 
harvest is used for another pur­
pose. The juice of the grape is  
prepared with sulpher, which 
acts as a preservative and makes 
it more suitable for exportation. 
This raw material can later be 
converted into wine, spirits, or 
syrup which makes an excellent 
substitute for sugar. T  h i s 
method has resulted in raising 
the value of the vineyards as the 
raw grape juice thus prepared is 
sold for 5 pesetas more per arroba 
than wine. Two hundred thous­
and arrobas was the quantity ob­
tained from the last grape har­
vest. (An arroba is i i  %  kilos.)

The production of olives, which 
was 20,000 metric quintals before 
the war, has risen to 30,000 me­
tric quintals.

Elim inating waste in produc­

tion. This year 200,000 kilos of 
cheese have been made in Alba­
cete. In normal times the ma­
ximum figure was 100,000 kilos. 
This increase is due in great part 
to the campaign carried out by 
the Agrarian Reform for the 
education of the peasants. Until 
recently the greater part of the 
sheep were killed for meat. Now 
the peasants have been made to 
realise that the milk of sheep is 
of more value than the meat. A  
good sheep, well cared for, will 
give sufficient milk to make nine 
or ten kilos of cheese in a season.

The coordination of agricul­
tural production and stock rais­
ing has been a great step in the 
elimination of waste. Previous­
ly  every farmer worked his own 
bit of land without any other in­
terest than that of his own con­
venience. New land is chosen 
with a view to its suitability for 
certain tjT^s of produce, and

Page 5

The Nan and die Booh
To me Editor of Oie Nanchcsier Guardian

Sir,— The brutality of H itler’s move in Austria is yet another 
demonstration to our country that we are dealing with a man whose 
word is of no value. This act of aggression is yet another betrayal 
of the peoples of Germany. England, France and Italy guaranteed 
the independence of Austria, but as in Abyssinia and Spain demo­
cracy and common sense yield to the stamp of the jackboot and the 
rattle of the sabre.

Our statesmen should study Hitler’s «Mein Karnpf® carefully. 
He is following step by step the lines of action marked down in his 
book. He laughs at the idea of the frontiers of Germany being 
merely those of 1914. The Third Reich must include Austria and 
all Continental peoples of Germanic origin. He states definitely that 
France must be destroyed, and that Italy and England must be allied 
to Germany for this purpose. The Anglo-German Naval Treaty  
of 1935 was the first step towards this alliance. Hitler openly boasts 
that the bigger the lie the more readily will it be believed—  
the vast masses of a nation are in the depths of their hearts more 
easily deceived than they are consciously and intentionally bad. The  
primitive simplicity of their minds renders them a more easy prey to 
a big lie than a small one. (Page 252-3.)

Are we to be drawn into this Nazi system through lack of vision 
on the part of our Government? Hitler will make any move to gain 
our temporary favour to servfe his purpose. He says so in his bw k. 
H e wants to isolate France. It is France, and not Russia, who gives 
him the biggest problem at the present juncture in Europe. He will 
use our good faith as a tool to destroy her ;

There must be full clarity on one thing : the deadly enemy of 
the German people now is and remains France. (Page 766.)

W e have the audacious request from this Carman dictator that 
our Government should tamper with the freedom of our press, in 
order, I presume, that our peoples should know as little of the truth 
as the peoples in the dictatorship countries. In Vienna we have 
seen the legitimate attempt of Schuschnigg to take a plebiscite des­
troyed by the use of force. One moment Hitler tells the world that 
there is no unusual movement of his troc^s ; the next they are in 
Austria and even at the Brenner Pass, ominous for the people of the 
Italian Tyrol, with its German population. W e are told that Schu­
schnigg wanted to o:work» the voting in his favour by allowing only 
those over 24 to vote ; but since the Constitution of Austria, M ay i,  
1934, this has been set down as the age of voting in the case of a 
referendum. The very fact that Hitler wants to get his Nazi ma­
chinery working before he takes a areal plebiscite® should be enough 
for Europe. Was he afraid to the result?

It is ironical to hear Hitler speaking of racial oppression. He 
has forgotten his Jewish oclean-up». So, as Mr. Hoover pointed out 
last week, this man is going full-steam ahead to destroy all that is 
good in Europe if we allow him to think that we fear his war ma­
chine. The dictatorship is merely sustained by sensationalism ; 
within, the bodv-politic is frail. "We have no right to keep these 
systems alive by granting credits. W e must bring pressure on our 
present Government to stop any concessions either to Italy or Germa- 

n y .- Y o .r s ,  & c „

83. Whitehouse Road, Abbey 
Hulton, Stoke-on-Trent,
March, 12.

{From «The Manchester Guardiam.)

worked for the benefit of pro­
duction in general.

TForfe and social justice. The  
peasants find a stimulus to work 
in their new freedom. Th ey  
identify themselves with the eco­
nomic policy of the state and 
work with enthusiasm for the 
Republic. The peasants are 
prospering under the new condi­
tions. Th ey have already been 
able to repay 60 per cent of the 
loan made to them by the Insti­
tute of Agrarian Reform.

Agricultural School at Albacete
The Government of the Re­

public has undertaken to give 
the peasant scientific training. 
T o  this effect it has organised a 
good number of travelling schools 
that bring knowledge to the most 
out of the way villages. It has 
distributed literature on the vari­
ous methods of cultivation and 
the way to improve crops, etc., 
has organised travelling libra­
ries, and has organised a cam­
paign to end illiteracy among the 
peasants by means of the so- 
called aflying brigades against il­
literacy in the country® which 
are composed to a large extent of 
people from the youth organisa­
tion under the guidance of the

Ministry of Education. More­
over, it has established agricul­
tural schools and experimental 
farms in practically every di- 
trict.

Outstanding among the latter 
is the «Acequi6n» Agricultural 
School, in the province of Alba­
cete. This school was created by 
the Ministry of Agriculture of 
•the Government of the Republic 
to train technicians in farming, 
cattle raising, and industries re­
lated to these. Don Leopoddo 
Manso Diaz is head of the school.

It is sufficient to be able to 
read and write to be eligible to 
enter the school. The Institute

of Agrarian Reform of the Minis­
try of Agriculture selects the 
most capable of the applicants 
presented by the various coopera­
tives, agricultural trade unions, 
etc., of the district. Tuition is 
free.

General courses last three 
months, and the following sub­
jects are covered : elements of 
arithmetic, geometry, and sur­
veying ; elementary agricultural 
science j elementary rural con­
struction ; the theory of the cul­
tivation of grass plants, trees  ̂
etc. ; the employment of agricul­
tural machinery; the methods 
of fighting the principal plagues 
that threaten crops ; the scienti­
fic raising of cattle ; the adminis­
tration of farms ; the organisa­
tion of agricultural cooperati­
ves, etc. Students who make 
good in these courses receive a 
certificate of capability from the 
Institute of Agrarian Reform of 
the Ministry of Agriculture. If  
they so desire, students who ob­
tain this certificate may go on to 
more advanced courses.

Students admitted to the school 
have all their expenses paid by 
the Government, and if they 
have to support their families 
they get an extra sum.

Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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Summary. General survey. 
Reformists, politicians, and usu­
rers. The movement against the 
Republic. Convincing proofs. 
The ĉ dead hand*. Agrarian re­
form. Counter reform. Re- 
establiment of the reforms of the 
Republic.

General survey. After t h e  
overthrow of the monarchy in 
1936, the liberators of Spain 
dealt moderately with agricultur­
al problems. It was a vast job. 
Spain had sunk to a state of ig ­
norance and w'retchedness; it 
was the victim of petty officials, 
usurers, and landowners.

The distribution of land was 
as follows :

Land under c u l t i v a t i o n ,  
iS ,353,546 hectares ; pasture land 
and mountains, 25,281,100 hec­
tares ; non-p r e d u c t i v e  land, 
3,814,628 hectares.

Experts estimate that 10 per 
cent of the land consisted of bare 
rock, 35 per cent yielded very 
little, and 10 per cent was land 
owned by a fortunate few. The  
figures for mountain and pasture 
land are misleading, for at least 
half of this land had been ap­
propriated by the monarchy.

According to the official re­
port, land subject to the Land 
T a x  was distributed as follows : 

Cultivated land, 10,479,198 
hectares; Uncultivated l a n d ,  
9, 169,299 hectares.

These figures show that the 
monarchy regarded agriculture 
as an unimportant source of 
wealth. T h e following figures 
indicate the social aspect of the 
distribution of land :

Large land holdings, 7,968,029 
hectares ; medium-sized l a n d  
holdings, 2,339,957 hectares; 
small land-holdings, 8,014,715 
hectares.

Reform ists, politicians, usu­
rers. Faithful to its principles, 
which were reformist rather than 
revolutionarj', t h e  Republic 
wished to raise agricultural life 
to the level existing in other ci­
vilised countries. Needless to 
say, the efforts made in this di­
rection aroused the opposition of 
the reactionaries. In attempting 
to effect reforms from the top 
down, by means of legislation, 
the C^vemment encountered the 
traditional obstacles, that is, the 
obstructionist policy of the pri­
vileged classes and the usurious 
dealings of the clergy.

The income of these multi- 
millonaires amounted to 10,745 
millions of pesetas after the 
World War, and in 1930 was 
increased by 25,000 million pe­
setas, owing to the accumulation 
in profits.

Before the establishment of the 
Republic, the income from agri­
cultural production amounted to 
5,485 million pesetas, the income 
of the proprietors amounted to 
2,340 million pesetas, and the 
wages of agricultural labourers 
to 1,960 million pesetas. These 
figures, ŵ hich are fairly accu­
rate, contain the germ of revo­
lution. The existence of 100,000 
proprietors, owning 12,000 hec­
tares of land, was indefensible, 
as the Minister Uribe pointed 
out. It meant that two million 
peasants were unable to obtain 
land for cultivation and that two 
million agricultural labourers 
lived in extreme misery and 
want, «...that 59 per cent of the 
land was not cultivated, 79 per

cent of what was cultivated was 
inadequately cultivated, and 79 
per cent of the land which could 
be cultivated had no trees.* (Ca- 
rri6n at the Engineers’ Congress, 
1921.)

M O V E M E N T  A G A IN S T  T H E  
R E P U B L IC

Those opposed to the social 
changes initiated by the Repu­
blic claimed to be on the side of 
order. B y order they understood 
the protection of their traditional 
privileges. Rather than lose 
these, they preferred to see all 
Spain destroyed.

Th at there were strikes, at­
tacks on property, and similar 
outbreaks on the part of disillus­
ioned workers is not to be won­
dered at. But in many country 
districts the rebellion was delib­
erately fomented by the land­
lords’ agents so that they might 
be justified in imposing «order» 
and crushing the areds*.

The vicious effects of this mo­
vement are to be seen in the fol­
lowing statistics for 1920 in the 
Andalusian provinces:

Offenses against public order, 
924; Offenses against persons, 
5,124; Offenses against proper- 

7f5^5 ; Suicides, 331.

C O N V IN C IN G  P R O O F

If anyone doubts that the 
feudal system really existed in 
Spain at the coming of the Re­
public, the following examples 
provide sufficient proof. A t La- 
char, estate of the ex-Duke of 
San Pedro de Galatina, situated 
30 km. from Granada, 870 peas­
ants lived in complete servitude. 
The money of the country did 
not circulate on this estate. Ju­
stice was administered by the 
Duke’s representatives.

T h e estate «El Gotoso*, which 
belonged to a duke of royal blood, 
covered an area of 958 hectares. 
The ex - duke of Romanones 
owned practically the whole pro­
vince of Guadalajara.

«T H E  D E A D  H A N D *

Another aspect of the work of 
the Republic was the freeing of 
the small landowners from usurj’ 
and exploitation by the clergy, 
which had taken the place of the 
«dead hand*. This was the name 
given to a contribution in pro­
duce which was exacted by the 
owners of certain estates in 
former times.

The small proprietors found 
themselves no better off in the 
hands of the clergy. The «Ac- 
ci6n Social Catolica* was a 
powerful organisation under the 
authority of the Pope, whose 
object it was to throw dust in the 
e3'es of these small farmers. Its 
propaganda replaced the «eternal 
helln of former times with a more 
u p - t o - d a t e  abolshevist hell*. 
Through the aSindicatos Catoli- 
cos Agrarios* it sought to rein­
state all the old abuses of the 
«dead hand*. The «Accion So­
cial Catblica* included numerous 
catholic organisations of Spain 
under the direction of two car­
dinals, Segura and Iluudain ; the 
deputy Lazaro ; and the director 
of «Ei Debate*, Oria.

The exploitation of the small 
farmers by these organisation is 
demonstrated by the following 
figures :

Rent per hectare 1913 : mini­
mum, 15 pesetas ; maximum, 35 
pesetas. Rent per hectare 1930 : 
minimum, 50 pesetas; maxi­
mum, 100 pesetas. Increase in 17 
years : minimum, 35 pesetas ; 
maximum, 65 pesetas.

A t this rate, rent would have 
reached a minimum of 120 pese­
tas and a maximum of 230 pese­
tas by the year 1947.

This policy, which aimed at 
altering the price of products 
and the overthrow of the abol- 
shevist* government, reached its 
height during the years 1931-
1932.

The daily scale of wages for 
agricultural labourers in 1935, 
when the Right W ing was in 
pow'er, is no less interesting :

Farm labourers in the fields of 
Seville :

Men ; maximum, 3 pesetas; 
minimum, 0,25 pesetas.

Gleaners : 1,50 pesetas.
Children : maximum, 0,75 pe­

setas ; minimum, 0,50.
P'arm labourers in the fields 

of Jerez de la Frontera :
M e n : maximum, 2,50 pese­

tas ; minimum, 2 pesetas.
Women : 1,25 pesetas.
Children : 0,25 pesetas.
Farm Labourers in the fields 

of Cordoba :
Men : 3 and 2 pesetas.
Women : 2 pesetas.
Children : 0,60 and 0,25 pese­

tas.

Legally there was an eight 
hour working day, but the real 
day was twelve or even fourteen 
hours of hard work.

A G R A R IA N  R E F O R M S

On the 5th of September, 1932, 
the ttCortes Constituyentes* pas­
sed the law of Agrarian Reform 
and on the 22nd of October a de­
cree for the intensification of 
-cultivation in Badajoz, Salaman­
ca, and other areas under the do­
minion of the priests and big 
l a n d o w n e r s  The Law of 
Agrarian Reform was extremely 
moderate. The decree was a 
result of the anti-social policy of 
the Rights. It was not in te^ed  
that the Agrarian Reform Law  
should be based on the principle 
of aexpropriation without indem­
nification*. But while it was 
under discussdon, the plot of the 
loth of August for an uprising 
was discovered, and the law was 
changed. It ordered the oexpro- 
priation without indemnification* 
of the agrandees*.

The results of the law after 
almost three years were as fol­
lows : Estates with an area of 
89,133 hectares were expropriat­
ed, states with an area of 27,704 
hectares occupied, and 12,260 
peasants settled on the land. 
Four million peasants lived in 
the greatest misery, while only 
12,260 had been settled on the 
land. This shows how very little 
was actually done to improve the 
lot of the peasants.

On September 8th, 1933, the 
Government resigned. O n c e  
more the policy of the clerics and 
landowners had triumphed over 
the will of ninety per cent of the 
population.

C O U N T E R -R E F O R M

W ith the coming into power of 
the Rights the modest social ad­
vance made by the Republic was

April, 1,

How the Work of the Republic
Was Sabotaged The "SERVICIO ESPANOL DE INi - 

FORMACION" is publish-lj 
ed daily in Spanish and I 
French, and weekly-Mon-l 
day, Wednesday and Fri­
day respectively-in Ger­
man, Italian and English;

quickly annulled. An order of 
February 12th, 1934, deprived 
the peasants of Extremadura of 
the lands they had received 
under the Republic. T h e Decree 
of M ay 4, 1934, returned lands 
confiscate from those involved 
in the plot of August loth. Rents 
were also revised. A  law grant­
ing the enormous siim of pese­
tas 239,413,750 to 14 landowners 
further revealed the true aim of 
counter - reform. A  scandalous 
maldistribution of land was once 
more made certain.

In the province of Granada 
there were 777 estates covering 
566,241 hectares and represent­
ing 46 per cent of the total area 
of the province :

R  E  E  S T  A B L IS H M E N T  O F  
T H E  R E F O R M S  O F  T H E  
R E P U B L IC

legal possibilities of the cona 
tion. The following land 
taken over by the nlnstitu 
Reforma Agraria* from M; 
1936 to Ma\’, 1937 :

A W EEKLY

j.o 18

Albacete, 445,605 hectai] 
Avila, 3,761 ; Alicante, 80,̂  
B a d a joz, 253,558 ;
25,163 ; Caceres, 83,823 ; 
29,957 ;Castellon, 35,673 ; 
dad Libre, 973,274; Cor 
62,423 ; Cuenca, 446,900 ; 
n a d a, 12,468 ; Guadalaji 
58,265; Huelva, 1,760; jj 
640,207 ; Madrid, 136,287 ; 
cia, 155,020 ; Salamanca, 59,. 
Sevilla, 4,471; Teniel, 4,1 
T o l e d o ,  240,100; Valea 
I03-377- Total, 3,856,020.

essa
Fro

W ith the triumph of the Po­
pular Front the agrarian reforms 
were reestablished and funda­
mental advances made within the

The area of cultivated 
taken over by the legal Go\ 
ment of Spain is 15.07 per 
of the cultivated land registe 
I T is  shows that in spite of| 
intense activity of the 
months the legal action of 
Republic in this respect has 
moderate.

F I IV A IV C E

Tobacco Productio
Following is an abstract of a 

statement concerning tobacco 
consumption in Spain issued to 
the press by Arturo Fern4 ndez 
Noguera, of the Ministry of F i­
nance.

Tobacco is scarce in loyal ter- 
ritorj*. The normal consump­
tion of tobacco in lo3̂ al Spain is 
o v e r  1,500,000 kilograms a 
month. Barcelona alone normal­
ly  consumes 150 tons a week.

tions in the prorince of Vi 
cia. This year it is ex{ 
that the crops will be mucL 
ter. Nevertheless, the maxi 
that can be expected is 
kilograms, which is by no 
sufficient.

P R O D U C T IO N  O F  T O B A C C O  
IN  S P A IN

Tobacco production in territo­
rŷ  under Republican control 
amounts to 700,000 kilograms a 
year. Therefore, in order to be 
able to meet the demand, it 
would be necessary to import 
10,000,000 kilograms. Produc­
tion could have been much 
greater, but since the company 
that monopolised the tobacco in­
dustry found it more fruitful to 
speculate with tobacco imported 
from abroad, and since many 
counsellors obtained high com­
missions from foreign tobacco 
firms, national production was 
hindered and discouraged.

Another difficulty in me 
the demands of the public, 
sides the lack of sufficient 
material, is the problem of 
nufacturing the final ptc 
In loyalist Spain there arsj 
present four factories : Owj 
Madrid, one in Tarragona, 
in Valencia, and one in Aik 
If supplied with sufficient 
material these factories can] 
some extent meet the heaW 
mand. The output or these* 
factories, if properly orgai 
could amount to 200,000 
grams a month.

Unfortunately, now that it is 
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abroad, most of the tobacco- 
producing country in Spain, i. e., 
the valleys of Granada, Caceres, 
and the Asturias, is in rebel 
hands. Only the Valencia, T a ­
rragona, and ^Lerida tobacco 
country remained. The 1937 
crop was rather small as a result 
of a severe thunderstorm which 
destroyed many of the planta-

The fundamental probk®̂  
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tobacco. Some w'ork in coD* 
tion with this has been 
ready. It has been decic 
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over will placed on sale- 
addition to this, 350 inilh*!̂  
400 million cigarettes are 
buted among the soldiers 
ing at the front and those 
lie wounded in the hosp'  ̂
Besides this tobacco, all of'' 
is produced in loyalist 
armed forces from time to 
get some of the higher ! 
English and American e#  
tes. M ilitary hospitals ^ 
tobacco free of charge.
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