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On Saturday, May 15, the Span-
ish Government resigncd. At once
Party and trade U(nicas leaders
5egan their consultatior.s with
Pfesident Azafa. AH organiza-
lions demanded a Popular Front
G«vemmont, but the followlng def-
inite demands were made.

The Socialist Party asked for
* complete change in policy on
the part oi the ministry of Go-
‘=°raacion (Public Order, etc.l.

The Basque Natiorjalist Party
Pn>posed that a Socialist, able to
mhspire confidence abroad, should
~ Prime Minister and that the
2ontrol oi land. air, and marine
orces shculd be vested in ooe mi-
Wster of war. Thla party aleo
'lated that largo Caballero had

I"Um Nrgpiii® prjjn,* MluUICr.
lojt tu
Propt Popular
flema Party also
istry. ~ centralized war min-
Gowvp* N ‘floNs.red that the

*nnent should be primarily

Spain Behind The Popular Front
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GOVERNMENT CRISIS

GOVERNMENT'S NEW PROGRAMME OF ACTION

E1)1T O H

In presenting this flrst niimber
of the Volunteer of Liberty in En-
glish, the editor wishes to explain
the polioy that will be followed.
Conversations with comrades in
the front Une has shown that
there Is a dcmand for the follow-
ing; Dackground articles, explain-
ing the hlstory and sep-up of the
Ispanish Progressive movements, to
serve as a basis for disciission:
serious news articles describing
the Spanish situation with grea-
ter detall than the daily biilletin
can give; and Home news. This
latter is very difficult to obtain
but real attempts are being made
to get an English and American
news Service.

in addition, some have asked

based on the trade unions (syn-
dicates) and should be headed by
Largo Caballero; It should have
the assistance of the anll-fascist
block.

The Catalan Left Party wlshed
the new goverament to be In do-
ser contad with the Cortes (the
Congress or Parliament).

As a result of this conversa-
tion, at 2:15 P. M. comrade Lar-
go Caballero was entrusted with
the task of forming the govem-
ment.

During the afternoon the C. N.
T. issued a statement which de-
clared;

1 It declined responsibility for
the present crisis.

S NO TE

for humor (which can hardly be
expected of a political eommlssar,
until he has recovered from hls
Work), for working class and re-
volutionaiy- songs, and here and
there for revolutionary short sto-
rtes. A Xew comrades have sug-
gested that articles on military
tfehnique should be published from
time to time.

At the samo time It is far more
imi)ortant that comrades should
join in the prnduction of their
own magazine, both by writing
and by suggestion, than that an
editor should simply provide what
he thinks best. Comrades please
note. .And cut of their kindness,
remember that the editor also
hates the word Marfana.

2. It wouia not enter any gov-
emment in which Largo Caba-
llero was not both Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of War.

3. The new government must
be based on the syndicates
(unions) with collaboration of ths
political parties.

(N. B.—Anarco-syndicalist theo-
ry declares that the working class
has no need of a political party.
uUntil Februery 1936, the C. N. T.
has not voted at eiections.)

The Executive Committee of the
U. G. T. also announced that it
would not enter any government
in which Largo Caballero was not
Prime Minister and Minister of
War. Then the leaders of the C.

N. T. and the U. G. T. were in
agreement about the posts Largo
Caballero should occupy.

Toward evening of Saturday
the Communist Party put an eight
point document before comrade
Largo Caballero. The following
are the most important Items.

1. Democratic direction of the
coimtry, in military, economic,
and politucal matters, with col-
lective discussion and decision by
the cabinef.

2. The Supreme War Council
must function normally and is to
occupy itself with every milita-
ry ent-erprise, jointly with the
Minister of War. Appointments to

command, conditlon and arma-
ment of the troops, conduct of
operations, etc., were to bs the

field of this council.
3. Immediate re - organisation
of the General Staff and appoint-

Indtilé'i’io Prieto, nrw Sfcrelurv of W'ar.
m«it of a Commander in Chief,
responsible to the Supreme War
Council, and the Ministry of War,
but with authority to plan and
direct the whole of the Military

C;oniiituc<l on ft}



The shelling- of Madrid ia one
of the most wantoo acts ia the
history of a war waged with pi-
Uless ferocity by the faacist inva-
ders.

There is no miitary objective tn
the shelling, but the fire of the
fascista Is directed upon the bu-
siest parts of Madrid (around the
Grand Via and Puerta del Sol)
where it is likely to cause the
greatest destruetion to its beauti-
ful buildings and the highest ca-
suaity roll among its cmlian po-
pulation.

The fascist’s realizing that their
march on Madrid is proceeding
backwards, seek to destroy the
City and terrorize the population.
Such a hope will never be reali-
zed. There is less panic in Madrid
today than at any period of the
war.

On the contrary the intense ha-
tred of the people of Madrid to-
wards Pa”cism is hardening as
they see their women folk and
chlldren killed and maimed in the
streets, and the City created by
their own labora and of which
they are righty proud, being des-
trcyed by tbese médem vandals.

Everywhere one meets with the
Indignation of the people against
this futile destruetion, but never
with fear. One cannot help being
amazed at ths courage shown by
tbese eitizens and above all by the
women.

This Ls clearly shown by the re-
luctance of the population to eva-
clate the capital despite the ef-
farts of the Government to induce
them.
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MADRID UNDER PIRE

GOVBBXMENTS POUCY OF
EVACUATION

Government officials go from
house to house in an attemipt to

convince people that it is neces-
sary for them to leave the City in

At the same time within the Ci-
ty itself, the government has re-
moved a great many famllies
from the dlstricts which have suf-
fered most from the bombard-
ment, mainly into the dlstricts

Tilia aiirt accompanjing pliolograph» show a shfll atriking in Ilic Gran \'ia

order to shieid the women and
chlldren from the worst horrors of
the war and to alleviate the diffi-
culties eonfronting the Govern-
ment in feeding such a large po-
pulation.

Prior to the outbreak of war the
population of Madrid was estimat-
ed at 1.000.000 but within a few
short months had been iucreased
by 500.000 refugees.

Today there is approximately
900.000 left. Some 600 000 people
have been evacuated, mostly the
refugees from the neighbouring
villages and of this total 200.000
were chlldren and the remainder
women and oid men. Two hun-
dred thousand more are to be eva-
cuated soon. The government
which is financing this evacuation
is making particular provisién for
the care of all invalids, school
children and orphans.

and houses once occupled by the
well-to-do.

Madrid stands firm against the
fascist terror. The life of the City
goes on scarcely interrupted by
the frantic shelling of the fas-
cista Md the fighting ciese at
hand. Cafes, theatrea and cinemas
are packed. The streets are throng-
ad with people except during the
periods of shelling which are a
deadly .reminder of the danjer
ciése at hand.

NEW €e0VIS deiision-

The new Government clearly
realisas this danger. Immediate-
ly it announced that the proceas
of evacuation will be considerad
as one of its foremost tasks and
that it will take immediate steps
to convince the population and
speed up this necessary work.

Meanwhile the po'pulation pre-

OurAviation EffecHve

VALENCIA.— The Minlstry of
Navy and War publishes the fol-
lowing Information conceriiing the
activities of (he Kepubllcan Avia-
tion during the month of Aprll.
The Kepublican Aviatlon made
two bombing fllghts over enemy
aviation fields, 168 fUghts over
troop concentrations and camps
and 44- over military objectives.

The fascista made during the
same month 31 fiights over our
positlons and 10 over open cities
and towns. These last flights and
bombings had no miuitary valué
whatever.

Our fliers brought down 20 fas-
cista and we lost 4 machines.

Alvorez del Yayo goes
to the Leogue of Nations

jllvarez del Vayo, Minister for
the Interior In the outgoing Lar-
go Caballero cabinet, ia slated to
go to Ueneva as a specla! repre-
sentative of the Spanlsh RepubU-
can Government at the League of
Nations,

Alvarez del "wamo fllicd his po-
sitlon in the Caballero Cabinet
with energy and intelligence, His
appouitment to Gerieva Is anotlier
prooi that the Popular Front Go-
vernment is ehooslIng its very I>est
leaders for the most responsibie
positions towards a speedy winn-
iilig of the war.

Senaior Nye asks probe

WASHINGTON. — Senator Nye
asked the Senate of the U. S. -A
that in addltion to an investiga-
ilon about the activitles of Fnin-
co’'s agenta which are purchasinit
war materials in the Inites Sta-
tes in deflanee of the neutrality
paet, another investigation be ma-
de of the widespread spy-net es-
taidlshed by the fasei.sts in Ihc
U. S. A. for the purpose of seiid-
ing to Franco’'s government in-
forniatlon coneerning the move-
ments of American and Mexii'an
inerchant ships.

serves it's stoic countenance. Ths
eitizens of Madrid remaln prow®
in face of the vicious bombard-
toent. And with good reason; ®
few short months ago very few
them undsrstood the art of war;
only a few had evar seen a rifl®
let alone handle ene: Today they
have knowledge gained by bitter
experlence, and thsy held back
and defeated the trained divisions
of the fascist invaders.
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AMERICAN NEWS

NEW YORK.— The Transport
Workers Union, by a majority vo-
te, has decided to cut off from the
A, F. of L. and jola the C. I. O.
Needless to say, the bosses have
objected and refused to recog;nize
the unién as now coostructed. As
a result the Transport Workers
Union has adopted a resoiution to
cali a atrike on the Interborough,
the L, Street car and bus Unes,
unless the companies agree to
the holding of a bailot on May 15.
At this bailot the men are to de-
cide wMch federation wlll repre-
sent them.

LOS ANGELES. - - The Screen
Actors Guild has decided by a 75%
vote, for strike action. This deci-
sion has been taken partly i sym-
pathy with the fiim technieians
aiready on strike. In addition, the
Shild demanda recognition and
better salaries for actors playing
fflinor Parts. This may mean prom-
ihent, stars like Robert Mont-
gomery, Joan Crawford, Clark Ga-

ttor Lincoln Bailalion Pcutnian

other who are members

° the Guild, going on plcket.
Individual progressivea, Jimmy
agney in parUcular, have alrea-
put up a fight for the aecond
third string players. But this
I* the first time collective action
been taken since the Guild’a
®®at several years ago. Fans of
® tnternational Brigade wlll be
n to know that Hollywood
® have given tremendous aid
® the Spanish movement. When
~oinrado Ralph Bates vislted the
center in January, not only
big surtis collected to send
cnwcians to Spaln but Stars
cia fritera publicy de-
i'ed their sympathy with the

"“Panish People’s cause.
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British Workers Move Into Action

Along with the developing mo-
vement In support of the Spanish
peoples struggle, the movement
of the Industrial workers for in-
creased wages and shorter hours
is the outstanding feature in Brit-
ain today.

Workers in one Industry after
another are putting forward de-
manda. Every Union conference is
taken up with the problem of the
fight for better conditions. Unoffic-
ial strikes are breaking out whe-
re the E. C.’s are refusing to lead
the fight.

BUSMENS STRIKE

The London Busmens strike for
a 7 and a half hour day contindes
despite the feverish attempts of
the Govemment through the Board
of Enquiry to caU it off in order
that the Coronation Ballyhoo
should Work smoothly. The Lond-
on Tramway, Troiley Bus, and
Underground Rail workers are
also considering takiog strike act-
ion in support oi the Busmen and
for their own demands. They are
also objecting to the increased
Work which has been thrown upon
them during the Bus standstill.
The Tramwaymen were induced to
hold off striking until the Boards
Report had been published. Now
that this report has been rejected
by the Busmen there is a great
possibllity of the strike extending.

At the same time, Busmen
throughout the Provinces are de-
manding strike powers from their
ii. C.’s and in a number of places
strikes have aiready broken out.

The Parkhead (Glasgow) Engln-
sers strike has been confirmad
by the Ihtecutive Councll of the
A. E. U. which at the same time
recommends the reaumption of
Work pending negotiations. The
Clyde District Committee of the
Union is ccnvenlng a meeling of
the Shop-Stewards, when it is ex-
pected that the deraand of the
Parkhead men for a general stop-
page in the District will be dls-r
cussed, This wlll affect 13.000
engmeers.

The 15.000 Clydeside engineer-
ing apprentices, who were on stri-
ke for increased wages, have re-
tumed to work on the understand-
ing that;

1. There will be no victimisa-
tion.

2. That the Unions have the
rlght to negotiate for them.

3. That no agreements will be
made with individual firnis.

This Is a big advance as the
Unions have not undertaken any
negotiations on behalf of the ap-
prentices since 1921, when the
Apprentices struck against a
wage cut and failed to secure the
support of the Unions.

MINEES FOR ACTION

The E. C. of the M. P. G. B. has
postponed the National Miners
strike for one week, unti May
29th. Meanwhile the Haworth min-
ers continué their campaign aga-
inst Spencer’s "scab" uni6on and
strikers are constantly brought
into court on charges of “beset-
ting.”

The possibility of a National
coal strike has so alarmed the

ceed with the formulation of a
general wage claim to be sub-
mitted to the Postznasler General.

The three Railwaymen’s Unions,
the N. U. R, the A. S. L. E. & F.
and the R- C, A. have had lodged
for some time, a claim for higher
wages and improved conditions.
This demand has been re-inforced
by their experience of the tremend-
ous rush traffic for the Corona-
tion which at the same time has
brought a rich harvest to the Rail
Companies.

Last years profits showed an
increase of five Million pounds
and the comparative figures for the
first three months of 1937 show
an increase of over a million
pounds. The publlcation of the
Coronation proflts wlll undoubted-

Tlie Oliera] obligcR ttie BriUeh comrades isitli a nang

Government that BaJdwin, before
retlring to bis pig.s, devoted his
last apeech in the House of Com-
mons in an attempt to avert the
stoppage.

There is little possibility of the
strike in support of the Haworth
men being averted unless the
Notts. owners withdraw the
Blackiegs and allow the Trade
Unicos to freely organlse in the
Notts, coalfield.

TINI*L ATE WORKERS

The Tinplate workers at their
Annual conference decided to
press for an increase of 25 % in
wages, over and above the 7 and
7/8 increase in bonus granted by
the employers.

The Union of Post Office Work-
ers in cooference decided to pro-

ly encourage the Railwaymen to
press their demands.

The Waterproof Garment Work-
ers Union hsus decided for strike
action upon the refusal of the em-
ployers to meet their demand for
a 15 % increase on piece work
pnces.

This wave of unrest in industry
has more than anything else.
burst through the falso slogan
of the Coronation, “Hamiony bet-
ween all classes in Britaia". The
lamb is refusing to lay down in-
side the lion.

Not since the days approaching
1926 has such a powerful move-
njent of the industrial workers
been witnessed.

The workers of Brltatn are pre-
paring to play their part in the
fight against reaction.



Last week it was reportad that
fasclst agents had infiltered Uato
tile ranks of the Military School
at Valencia, there to carry oa
their work of disruption. Fortu-
nately this report proved to he faU
36. Nevertheless, as the people's
army grows stronger as the resuit
of the new governmentls wo.rk it is
certain that our enemies wul do
thelr utmost to destroy our unity.
Let every volunteer be on gtiard,
not only against provocation to
indiscipline, but also against the
speclous arguetnsnts these agenta
put forward, all of them design-
ed to undermine faith in the Peop-
le's Front Pulicy.

One of the most conclusive
proofs of the necessity of a Peo-
ple’s Front Is to be drawn from a
comparison of the events of 1923
with those of 1936 and since. Bet-
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LONG UVE THE POPULAR FRONT

had bsen for several years engag-
ed in a disastrous war wlth the
Riff tribes of the Morrocan colo-
nias. Defeat after defeat had re-
vealed the corruption and ineffi-
clency of the feudal military cas-
tes, whose impeachment the Spa-
nish people at last demanded. And
it was not only a stopping of the
war that the nation demanded,
but a radical change in govern-
ment. It must be born in mind
that the oid Spanish Army was
no ordinary pixifessional atiny.
For instance, in the French, Ger-
man or Brttiah imperialist armies
there is roughly one offlcer to
every 18 men. In Primo’s army
there was eme to every 8 or 9
Moreover, these officers were lar-
gely drawn from the graat land-
ownmg class, that elass which, to-
gether with the upper ranks of

Lincoln RAUolion Maicliiuc Through \lcala.

ween Primo de Rivera's declara-
tion of the Dictatorship and the
Franco rebellion,

W iof is the essential difference
between these two eventsf

The most importan! difference
19 that whereas in 1923 the Spa-
nish people were compelled to ac-
cept Primo’s dictatorship without
a protest, in 1936 they were able
to organiza a successful resistan-
ce which has eamed the admira-
tion of the world. And to the
question how has this been possi-
ble, there is only one answer, Be-
cause of the People's Front.

In 1923, the oid Spanish Army

the clergy, the feudal aristocra-
cy £ind the monarchy, always op-
posed every Progressive reform in
Spain. It was precisely these class-
es which supported Franco in 1936.

Thus, in declaring the dictator-
ship Primo was not only saving the
skin of the military caste, but
blocking the way to those Demo-
cratic reforma which at last were
made possible by the Republic of
1931,

Why did the Spanish people nof
resist Primof

Because there was no unity be-
tween the Progressive forces of
those days. Then, as now, the

masses of the Spanish working
class were organized in two great
trade unién Systems, the C. N. T,
the Anarco - Syndicalist Federa-
tion (American Comrades .remem-
ber the the I, W. W.) and the
U. G. T-, at that time largely Soc-
ialist. Not only was there no
working unity between these great
masses, but there was actual hos-
tility. In addition, the Progressive
mlddle classes were divided be-
tween parties that made no contact
wlth one another. And finaUy not
only was there no liason between
the field workers and the town
workers, but Catalan separatism
tended to isolate the Progressive
masses in that regién from their
natural allies in the rest of Spain.

Confrontad wili an indignant
but divided people Primo struck
with impunlty.

Before examining the events of
1936 it will be useful to note sim-
Uaritles between Prano’s rebel-
lion and that of Franco. In both
caces the military caste was ui>
supported hy any great mass of
the Spanish people. Unlike Musso-
lini, Primo did not even try to de-
ceive the people by enlisting them
in a political party. Trae, Spanish
demeorats still remember with de-
rislon the pilgrimage to Madrid of
the 7.000 subservient Mayors
whom Primo himaelf had appoint-
ed. They also remember the roar-
ing farce of the delegation to
King Alfonso of several hundred
pregnant ladies of the aristocra-
cy, who pledged loyalty to the
King in the fiame of the unhorn
generation!

Again, Pranco’s lie that he was
forced to begln his work of dea-
truction in Spain to put an end to
the anarchy caused by the Popu-
lar Front Government was antici-
pated by Primo in 1923. At that
time there was considerable dis-
order in Barcelona, but Primo in
claiming honor for having stop-
ped it omitted to say that it was
the gunmen em-ployed by General
Martinez Anido, Govemor of Bar-
celona, who were the provokers of
disorder. Every trade union organ-
izar in Barcelona could prove
this overwhelmingly, for hundreds
of leading workers were assasinat-
ed during that period. And in
1936 it was the Soclalist, Commun-
ist and Republican workers who
stood guard over the churches of
Madrid and unknown bands which
set fire to them. Gunmen again

BEMTO. - Welll Ue're maov~iiig bul (or
ChTist"M \~atch that axe

began their work of shooting left
leaders.

Thus, though Primo was not
strictly a fascist aa Franco in bis
February interview with the Amer-
ican press has admitted to beingp
there was a grest similarity be-
sween the two rebellios. Despite
this likeness the Spanish people
reacted in 1936 in an entirely dif-
ferent way.

The Popular Pront is bora.
The Republic of 1931 was

hrought in by the municipal elec-
tions of April 12, as a resuit oi
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left

ag.reements between parties so
wide apart as the Conservativo
Party and the Commundst Party.
Despite good work, (In the first
year it created 7.000 neiv schools)
there was still not that degree of
agreement which would have ena-
bled the Republic to stabuize con-
ditions, Above ail, the Agrarian
Reform of 1932 was too slow and
too hesitant to satisfy the land
hunger of the starving peasantry.
The result was that as a result of
the Novemiber 1933 elections aided
by caciquismo, or boss .rule, the
Right regained some of its lost
ground. The Radical Party of Ler-
roux began to seek allies upon the
Right rather than the Left, flnally
itLMtiBig three Catholics of the
reactionary C. E. D. A. Party into
the goverimient.

lilis was the signal for .revolu-
tlonary offort, the Socialist Par-
ty at once began to prepare for
action and on October 6, the re-
volution broke out. The Asturian
ininers after a glorious struggle
that has thrilled the workers of

. fr-

Ad americdn macinne Kiin crew

World, were defeated and mer-
bilesly subjected to the most blo-
d'ty repression of mdédem times.

But the truth ia that the objee-
tive conditions for success dld not
6xIst. There was no nation wide
hgreement between the U. G. T.
hhd the C. N. T. The Cataian

N, T. leaders Lndeed, denoun-
ced the General Strike which pre-
ceded the rlsing. The countryside
‘~d not respond and hecause of
uie narrow bases of the appeals,
mhiddle class parties llke the Es-
tat Cataia and the Esquerra in Ca-
Calonia wltheld support, as did the
Repubiicao Parties in the rest of

THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY

Spain. The result was that the
right wing govemment was able
to bear down murderously with
all its weight upon the isolated
heroes of Asturias.

After this the gains of the Re-
public were steadOy destroyed by
successive Right governments, the
leading figure of whlch was Gil
Robles, the Catholic C. E. D. A.
Minister of War, “machine-gun-
ner by proxy”. now skulking in
Portugal. In tbe face of this trem-
endous danger the policy of the
Popular Front, was laid down.
Many parties Loyally railied to it
and flnally, in 1935 a program
was drawn up and signed by all.
It is worth noticing that this
treaty was signed by the P. O. U-
M. That party, upon whose nar-
row shoulders must fall the bla-
me for the crimlnad risiog' in Bar-
celona was shortly denouncing the
Popular Front Govemment which
carne into being after the elec-
tions of February 1936. It must
be understood clearly that these
elections were only won because
a definitive policy had been drawn
up. That policy was hroad enough
to secure the loyalty of parties
such as Republican Left which It-
self was placed in office. It con-
tains such points as consolidation
of the church reforms, cleansing
of the army. speeding up of the
Land Refonn, and an amnesty for
the 30.000 political prisoners ly-
ing in Spanish jalls. For such a
policy the C, N. T. followers vot-
ed, despite their theoretical ob-
jectlons to the ballet box,

It was agalnst this govemment
that Franco rebelled, to be met by
defeat in all densely populated
parts of Spain,

At this point it becomes abso-
lutely vital to make one remark.
The masses supporting the Popu-
lar FYont Government were im-
mensely alded in their victory
over the rebellious army by the
fact that they had a govemment
to help them. It was not the peo-
pie alone which captured Monta-
na Barracks in Madrid but the
people alded by the loyal Assault
Guards. And the people themsel-
ves were armed by the Popular
Front Govemment. Moreover, had
that govemment been built on too
narrow a foundation great sectil»
of the public might not have ral-
lied to its side. And had the gov-
emment represented ooly the
more modérate of the parties, it
would not have had the courage to
arm the people.

To aura up, the immediate sub-
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TELEGBAMS

Doctor NEGRIN.
Cabinet Brésident.
Valencia.

“Meeting International Briga-
des Commissaires in fiame all Vo-
lunteers greets and pledges ent-
husiastic adhesion new Govern-
ment Spanish Republic expression
people’Bfirm will to do everything
to quickly and definitely crush
fascism enemy liberty and pro-
gress.—Luigi GALLO, Commis-
saire Inspector of the Internatio-
nal Brigades.”

Indalecio PRIETO.
National Defense Minister.
Valencia.

“Meeting International Briga-
des Commissaires greets you as
chief of all armed forces fighting
for the crushing of fascism and
places itself enthusiastically at
your orders certain thaf under
your guidance and under the gui-
dance of new Popular Front Go-
vernment we shall march quickly
to victory. Luigi GALLO, Com-
missalre Inspector of the Interna-
tional Brigades,”

ALVAREZ DEL VALLO.
General War Commissaire.
Valencia.

“In flame all Commissaires and
volunteers International Brigades
we send you warm greetings fe-
licitations for your confirmation
leading post General War Com-
miasariat eloquent evidence your
high merits in creation new Spa-
nish Popular Arrr.y and aa inspi-
rer prompt victory fascism to
whlch new Government is a gua-
rantee.—Luigi G.41LO, Commls-
sadre Inspector of the Internatio-
nal Brigades,"

ACKI refugee children from
Euzkadl arrived in London aboard
the S. S. Avana, The pro-Bil-
bao Commlttee of London has de-
clared itself ready to give ade-
quate sheltcr to all the 2000 ehil-
dren.

SOOI
misslon of 1923 was the result of
a lack of a broad and popular
unlty. The magnificent resistance
of July 1936 and the forglng out
of the great, discipline and com-
bative army In 1937 demonstrat-
es that the Popular Front hae
soved Spain.

A TELEGRIiilU FROM THE

COORDINATING COIMITTEE

OF THE SOCIALIST AND COM-
MUNIST PARTIES

“The Co-urdinating Commlttee
recomendé to all its sections, and
inilitants, to ohsen'e an absoluta
serenity during the solving of the
Govemmental crisis, by conform-
ing to the deseisions which they
receive directly from the Natio-
nal Committees of the two par-
ties. It is necessary, not to sup-
port for te participate in the at-
titudes of those elementa who are
interested in creating dlfficulties,
whinh the solution of the erisis
might provoke.

MncrnCp Uribe miaister of AgriLuKurc

Fa.il Vaillant-Couturier, leading
French Communist, writes the fol-
loiving in the "™Humanité" after
an extended inait to the Basque
prov'nces:

"While the Nazi aviators were
gunning at us, and, hugging the
parapet, my cheek a.goinsi the
fragrant earth, 1 was listening to
the throbbing of the blood at my
temples, 1 could hear in that sa-
me rythm the voicea of the peo-
ple of Paria "Airplanes for Spain.’'
Airplanes for Spain!” 1 assure you
that that cry, spontaneously bom
of the popular conscience of Pa-
ria in defense of the world’a libert-
ies, was living in me.

And the crime of the blockade
appeared to me more horrible yet.
And | ivas ashamed to bring to
the heroes surrounding me this
measly consolation, consolation
which, however, was moving them
to tears, and which they were
welcoming uifiih their "U. H. P.”
of grat'tude: our food ships and
the evacuation of children...”
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operations of the People’'s Army
throughout the country.

4, Reorganization of the War
Coramii-sariat aiid creatton of a
new directive committee, to be
compcaed of delegatea of all or-
ganizations entering the govern-
mciit- 1t shall be responsible to
the Ministry of War and to the
Supreme Council of War, but
shall control the politieal dires-
ticn of its Work.

5. The Prime Minister shall
occupy himnelf exclusively with
the Work of this department, and
the Mimstry of W.ir is to be held
by another person.

The final point proposes that Go-
vernment program ahall be drawn
up and made publie on the same
day the cabinet takes office. The-
se opinions were amplified In a
letter addressed to the President
by comrade José Diaz. The Com-
munlst Party demanded the tho-
rough reorganization of the enti-
re war machinery In all its as-
pects, the conducting of the Net-
ion's indusiry and economic life
to a central plan designed to end
the war speedily, and the infle-
sible maintainance of publSc or-

ilffrnanilcz,
MiniMcr of H~Anllh nind KJurulivn.

der and i.ae suppression of pro-
vocation.

On Saturday evening “Mundo
Obrero” In a leadlng artiele infor-
med that the Govemment's rc-
signaticii had been necessary be-
cause its errors had led to the
Trotskyite's revolt in Catalonia,
and had been reflected in the pre-
«ent military inactlvity and the
chaotic State of Spanish industry.

Simday, May 16.

Durilng the moming Largo Ca-
ballero made publie his plans for

onr.;

a new cabinet. It was as follows;

U. G. T., three ministers, prime
ministry - shlp and a reorganized
ministry of a defence (to be held
by one person), wlth four depart-
ments, War, Marine. Air, and Mu-
niticns- Foreing affairs, and he-
me affairs.

Socialist Party:

Ministry cf Economy and Agri-
culture, and of Xndustry and Com-
merce.

Communist Party,
struction, and Labor.

Left Republican Party,
Works and Propaganda.

C. N. T., Justice, and Health.

The Catalan Left RepubJican
Party, and the Basque Natic/nal-
ist Party were to receive Minis-
tries without portfolio (ie. without
deflnite departments).

This plan was accepted by the
U. G. T. executive and the Re-
publican unién, but rejected by
the C. N. T., the Socialist Party,
the Communist Party, and the
Left Republicans. The principies
for rejections were;

The C. N. T. refused to accept
both a position of inferiorlty wlth
regards the U. G. T. and of equa-
lity with the Communist Party,
which, it said had provoked the
crisis, had not shown the samo
degraee of loyality as the C. N. T,
and which was a smaller body. Al-
so it said that while it was in
agreement with the U, O. T. hold-

Public In-

Public

iog the war ministries, it could
not consecit te all contnictive
posts (economy and induvtry),

balng in one persor.’s hands, and
declarsd that the C. N. T. had
most enthusiasm fer this work.
Finally, the C- N. T. said that
the gcvemment es constituted
would be conservative and anti-
predetarian.

The Left Republican Party ob-
jected to the Pilme Minister being
Minister cf War, and tbe Commu-
nist Party in rejecting Largo
Caballero’'s plan pressed tho same
point. and the Socialist Party del
clared that it would not enter the
government without the Commun-
ist Party.

As a result of these negative
replies, comrade Largo Caballero
gave up his effort to form a new
cabinet, whereupon comrade Ne-
grin, former Minister cf Econo-
my, was given the task. He at
once visited the offices of all par-
ties and organizations.

Monday 17,

The C. N. T. declared in a of-

flcial note that it could not enter
ths government presided over by
Negrin, neither directly fior indi-
rectly. It said that Negrin had
proposed a cabinet of nine minis-
oers, one from each of the parties
and orgacizatians of tbe Popular
Front.

At 10,45, comrade Negrin an-
ncunced that he had formed his
cabinet and this had been accep-
ted by the President. The peste
are distrituted as follows:

Prime Minlstership and Public

Economy, Juan Negrin, Socialist-
Party.

Foreign Affairs, José Giral,
Left Republican.

National Defense, Indalecio

Prieto, Socialist Party.

Justice, Manuel Irujo,
Nationaiist Party.

Gobernacion (Public Order, etc-1,
Julian Zugazagottia, Socialist
Party.

Health and Education, Jesus
Hernandez, Communist Party.

Agrieulture, Vicente Uribe,
Communist Party.

Public Works and Communica-
tion, Giner de los Rios, Republi-
can Union.

Labor, Jaime Ayguadé, Catalan
Left Republican.

In a general statement of poli-
cy which was at pnce made Pu-
blic, the new Government hoped
that the U. G. T, and the C. N, T.
would change their attitude, but
nevertheless believed that the cab-
inet represenied the broad mocrj-
ses of people. It promised to keep
order in the rear guard inflexibly
and to permit no organlzation to
provoki disturbances. Furthe-
more, it announced its intention of
reorgan'sing all war and economic
activities and of calling the Cor-
tes together at the earliest poss-
ible date,

It must be borne in mind that
the mass of the U. G. T. is com-
posed of Socialists and Commun-
ists. The Typographical Union,
U. G. T. has protested against the
U. G, T. executive’s refusal to en-
ter the Government.

(N. B., the executive of the U.
G. T. was elected in 1932 and the-
re has been no National Congress
durlng the last four years.i Ma-
drid demonstration of the U. G.
T. May endorsed the government.

Summing up, it is clear that
the formation of the new Govern-
ment represents a serious effort
te reorganiza the machinery of
war and to plan the nation's eeo-
nomy. The way is open for the
dissident organizations to enter

Basque
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U. G. T. to cali Natio-
nol Convention
shortiy

At a plenaiy meeting oi the
National Committee of the Union
General de Trabajadores held in
Valenola Tuesday May 18, and on
raction made by the Federation
of Grafio Art», supported by the
Building Trades Federation. Tea-
chers Federation, Workers of Pe-
troleum Products and other
Unions, a decision was arrived at
to cali at an early date a Nation-
al Convention of the U. G. T.

Severe crttlcism was expresee;!
by the representatives of sevcral
unions on the attitude of the Exe-
cutive, Committee at the time oi
the Government crisis.

The National Convention will be
called nut only to discuss and jud
ge the conduct of the Central
Committee, but aiso to deal witli
all the problems arising from the
war and of the revolutlon.

NOTE.—The last National Con-
ventton of the U. G. X. was held
in 1932.

What are they going
there for?

“L'Humanltd” of Paris puhlish-
as this ominous piece of news.

“From confldential and reliablc
sources we learn that a iiumbei-
of nvn-conunissioned officlers ct
the Itilian Army have been seni
to serve in the German Army and
in torritory adjnining Poland and
Checko - Slovakia. In Hallan fas-
cist centers it is Insistently whls
pered that a fascist piitsch, buck-
ed by fascist intervention, Is
being prepared and Is scheduled
to start wilthln one month against
Checko-Slovakia.

French natlon helps
Bilbao

On Thursday May 12, the Pa
rls Bilbao Committee received
30.000 franes and three tons of
food for the Basque people. ISO.OtO
franrs had been collected pre-
viously.

the Government when they wish.
The present cabinet is a true Pop-
ular Front Government and re-
presents the people’'s desire and
determination to intensify the
fight against the fascist invaders.





