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I"-TTANMPEOPLE’S ARMY

Development of the regular army of the Spanish Republic

part i

Tt is the object of this article
at once to trace the growth and
development of the Republican
Army and to show that it ts a
real People’s Army. Just as we
*ave been told that the Popular
~ront policy was responsible for
Ihe events of Barcelona, we have
aleo had to listen to the ridlcu-
maLs statement that we of the Po-
pular Froat are creatinir a new
danger ia buildlng up a regular
army.

This argument will not carry
e slightest weight with those
*ho have followed the whole
rourse of the ariry’s evolution
ainee the July days. General Mia-
ja. defender of Madrid, in an in-
6rview with the writer, recently
declared that "the regular amiy

grown up from below, out of
peopie, it has «lot been impos-

®d from above”. This is absolu-
AN'y true and in a matte of fact
storieal way, At every stage the
p**~*cular forma the army was to
its methods, content and or-
~Uatii.n, can be seen In em-
yo k)ng before a govemment de-
Wee regularizes or clarifies the ei-

'«Ation. And without the conatant
®°®l>enetration of the civilian peo-
P®Rnd the armed forcea it wouid

been impossible to bring the
P*”»ent army jnto being.

THK THBEE PERIGDS

The hiatory of the war may be
"'ded luto three phaaes:
~N~'The Romantic phase dming

which improvised forcea, losely or-
ganized and badly trained were
expected rapidly to defeat a pu-
rely Spanish fascism.

2. The Awakening period. In
this period the enemy makes use
of the vast resourcea given hirti
by forelgn faacim, both la mater-
ials aad technical advice and per-
donen. The Republican forcea be-
gin to crystalize iato a regular ar-
my but no reserves are created.

3. -The Reallst period. Faced
with invading fasciat armiea and

learning at laat that war has Its
own objective nature, and that it
rigorously imposes its own laws
upon a govemment, the Popular
Front Government begins to evol-
ve a nation-wide plan for the
whole military and economle life
of the country.

THE JULY DAYS

When the people aided by
the loyal AssauJt Guarda had
defeated the fasciat rislng in

' HASIONARIL.V' formeri)* hoaorar) i'ommander 5tU Re|$imeul.

Madrid there remained the in-
mediato necessity of repulsing
the enemy marching on the city.
The first forcea were organ-
ised, not by the govemment, but
by trade unions, syndicates and
political parties. Often these
groups were nothing more than a
number of friends who rallied
round the strongest character
among them. There was, indeed,
soffiis talk of forming a govern-
mental army and two "quintos”
or conscrlpt drafta were called
up. This had no effect, partly be-
cause the men called upon were
already in the forcea, and partly
because those who were not pre-
ferred to go to the companies or-
ganizad by their respective poli-
tical parties. In these early days
Madrid was defended by an irreg-
ular awny of a bewildering and
complex mosaic pattern. There
were Socialist companies and bat-
talions, Communist and C. N, T.
companies and Left Republlcan,
all of whom preserved their separ-
ata headquarters and particular
staffa.

BEGINNINIii OK ORDER

Nevertheleas a crystalizing mov-
ement can be seen even in this
purely popular period. The Fifth
Regunent, beginning with its Com-
pandes of Steel, began at once to
propagand for a regular army
upon the basis of definite organ-
Ization and sound military train-
ing. This Fifth Regiment, which
was to become the most famous
of Spanish Republlcan forces dur-
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More than five hundred refu-
gees from Malaga arrived at Va-
lencia from GibraJtar on May 25.
They had managed, somehow, to
enter the Britiah Zone in their
frantic escape from the fascist
bands, at the time of the fall of
Malaga.

When they left GibraJtar, com-
pelled to do so by the Britlsh Gov-
ernor, who feared an epidemic,

.Malugn

because of the appalling over-
crowding of refugees escaping
from the intemational fascist
terror unleashed over Andalusia,
everyone of then chose Valencia
as his destination.

They are all peasants and work-
ers. people deeply attaohed to
their homes, thelr familles, their
fields and their pitifully small
worldly goods. Their hornea aband-
onad, their families scattered,
their fields lost, they arrived in
Valencia a sad but hopeful crowd
The only topic of their conversa,
tion is the terror they witnessed.

hX>KEIGN ARAIS IXIB FAS(1]ST
TERROR

They tell of the 18.000 Italian.i
entering Malaga whlle the city in
a restless and fearful silence was
wondering what wculd happen.
The Corning of the fascista had
been preceded by promises that
the fascists would not carry out
reprisalJs, that everyone would be
forgiven, even the mllitias.

The Italian entry waa preoedet|
by a strong patrol of Falangista
whose flrst act was to free all
the fascista prisoners from the
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MALAGA - A. MARTYRED CITY

500 refugees from fascist spain arrive at Valencia.

jaiis and from the ship "Marqués
de Chavarri’’ at anchor in port.
Then followed 300 Italian tanks.
manned by Italian crews. After
them, in three columns, carne no
lesa than 16.000 itallan trops, bl
full Italian uniforma. Then carne
the artillery, machine guna mor-
tars. Everythlng waa Italian. Last,
bringing up the rear, were small

sections of fascista, falangists.
a< Almeria.
and rebel civil guard.s. As the

troops were marching thru the
City, going east in purauit of the
refugees frantically fleeing to-
wards Motril and Almeria, or
anywhere away frr.m the fascista,
from two Italian and three Ger-
man steamera squadrona of Ar-
piarles were being unloaded, white
German crewa of specialista hur-
riedly assembled them.

For a period of ten days the
City was calm. Then the terror
atarted. During the ten days of
calm, many nAvely believed in
the prcmiaes made by the fascist
leader José Estrada. They reenter-
ad their homes and resumed their
Work. Secretly lista of proscribed
people were being prepared. The
agenta of fasclsm were making
ready. Once the liats v/iere made
the arrests atarted. In three daya
6.000 persona were arreated. In
one single night 209 women, most-
ly glrla, members of the Yoxmg
Socialist League were taken to
jAl. After the arrests began the
"Black Squadron" was organizad.
The componente were 400 youtha
drawn from the scum of the bour-
geoia underworld. Theirs was
night Work. From one to five in

the morning every night, they
took large groups of prisoners out
to the cemeteries or to some out
of the way Street where the vic-
tims, tied wlth barbed wlre were
shot.

Al.L LEFI'S AND PROGRES-
SIVES KIL.LED

The first to be killed was the
Popular Front Mayor Eugenio
Entrambasagua. Nct content with
having murdered him, they drag-
ged his body thru the city streets.
Then carne the tuni of Juan Del-
gado president of the Left Repu-
blican Ycuth, then Rafael Trigue-
ros, a man Who belonged to no
poliUcA party, but who w " ex-
tremely popular in Méalaga. Three
cathoUc priests who had made
common cause wltli the people
were Aso Kkilled.

On Easter Sunday a special cel-
ebration was thought neecessary.
250 prlsoners were shot. The day
after, the bodies of more than two
Ciundred girls, members of the
Young Socialist League were pick-
ed up in the streets. AJtogether
this terror laated for more than
a mcaith.

Men were found hanging from
trees in parks and fields; victima
were cut to pieces, horrible mu-
tilations perpetrated. Even nurses
working in military hospitals
Were Killed.

.MAL.AtiA W.AS ONCE SP.ANISH

Today Malaga is a German City.
The laah and the club so dear
to the German terror work over-
time in Méalaga. Workers are ma-
de to work under the laah of for-
eing overseers.

Maiaga's hospitals, meanwhile,
are full of wounded. More than
9.000 of them, The housea and the
church« aiso are full of the
wounded from the Almeria and
Cordoba fronts.

The "MAnNe" is on its way back
to Gibraltar to bring another load
of refugees to Valencia.

This is the work of fascism at
its most typicA.

Badajoz, Guémlca, MAaga! Na-
mes of fascist victorles over
unarmed clvilian populations, but
also fiames that today loom large
in the minds of the workers the
World over!

Marshal Voroshiloff
to the Red Army on
May Doy.

Marbal Voroshiloff, the Russiaa
War Commissar, addressing the
parade in the Red Square, said:

Only the Red Anny hinders Fa-
scuim from attackiny the countrp
of the Soviets and Oefiinniny «
neio World alaughter. Fascism
the most deadly enemy of the
icorlcers and peasants. The Red
Army has heen, is, and wiU jor
ever remain the yua7-dian of the
peace of the entire world, howe-
ver tniich our enemies tnay desci-
be it as predatory and prepaii>i</
to attaek neiyhbou.riny State. Al!
these insinuatioHs runnot eonceal
the jact that Fu.scisrn has airead”™
entered on the paih of war and
arson.

”"The Red Army is prepariny to
attack." shout tko.se who have
themaelves already attacked and
are destroyiny whole nations, The
Red Aiyny does not exlst for
attack, bnt to annihilate attackers
utterly.

CONSI MERS POWER STBIKE
OF MICHIGAN ENDED

Th< Michigan Con.sumers Pow-
er strike iiivolving over 7.000
workers aJdid affecting chiefly thr
General Motors planta in Hint
and LansIing waf; ended when tbe
fnited .Automobile Workers Union
(i,. I. 0.) and Oovernor Murirhy
were accepted as niediators.
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Fascist Spies in fhe
United States

A fascist sp.v and arms-purchas-
ing agency has been exposed iii
the United States by the pubiica-
tien in the Daily Worker of let-
ters and dociuneuts Issuing froin
the offices »f Diaz and (iareia,
steamship operators, 17 Battery
Place, New York. The head of this
organlzation is a fonner Spaiiish
Amhassador to the United States,
Juan Franoiseo de Céardenas, who
dalms proteetion oi a fiiik diplo-
inatic passport.

The Daily Worker has pubiish-
ed jdiotostats of all corresponden-
re paxsing between spy centers,
from whieh It is seen, amongst
other things, that the lascist gang
suggested oil March 5th, 1937,
that a six-edy armed ship be sent
to the strait ot \ucatan to block
“hipping from Meéxico to the
t"paiiisU Kepuhllc. ‘'Tf there were
sueh a ship” one letter says “not
one of the ships with armament.s
«ould get through”.

The documents also disclose that
this ring has conspired to viélate
"« laws l)y piirehase ot urms
<or Kranen. and that there-, exists

network of jigeiieies in Vera
<uz, México and Huvana, f:uba.
tildes in these places send regular
I"Ports on the movement of Span-
wh shipping, through New York
t® fascist H. Q. in iSpain. ulplo-
*tatip piots come within the scopc
“t the cardenas outfit: one letter
|®«als that on April 8, 1937, the
* cist agent Diaz was in Macana
®'iting for reifogittlon oi Fran-

* “Government” by Cuba
~Pake ald societies have I>een
OHned, in particular the <'oni-
J"»»veal Spanish Betef Fund, 38J
~®hrth Ave., and the American
~®hunitt<-,. for Spanish Relief. one

Whose presidents is Ogden
Af'ias-
in Spaln, This concern does

*x%y inan amhassadorial style,
" A is at Vanderbilt Hotel.

~OVEYK and BETTY' BOOI

ON STRIKP;

Popeje are on

hury/

: wid ineinbers of the well
KDo\y>, , .

'hand' *” " **N eartoons are de-
<lai ‘®Kular wages. They
lhe™" 15 dollars a week

n't keen them in

THE VOLENTEER FOE UBEETY

THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT

PRESENTS

ITS PLEA TO THE

LEAGUE OF NATIONS

At the time of golng to press
the present session of the League
of Nations is not sufficiently ad-
vanced for us to make long com-
ment. This will appear net week.

So far the Spanish Government
has rejected the propoaal, backed
by England and France, for med-
iation between Franco and the
Government. As Comrade Negrin
has pointed cut, mediation can bo
effeeted between State and State,
but not between a Government
and a group of rebela. Only one
kind of "mediation" is possible,
the total defeat of fascism by the
People’s Govemment.

We may point out that these
proposal fur mediation always co-
me when the situation is especially
favorable to the govemment. They
have oceurred before, and now,
after recent victorles at Guadala-
jara and Pozoblanco and the fom-
ation of the new govemment
they are being repeated.

The govemment has made the
first diplomatlc distribution of
the White Book on Italian intor-
vention. This volume is sure to
provoke intense interest. We un-

derstand that it consista of over
three hundred pages and contalns
photographs of Itailan and mil-
itary orders and other documents
all proving that there is indeed
an ltalian Army of Oceupation in
Spain.

A scheme for the withdrawal of
foreign volunteers is to be dlscus-
sed. In this respect a govemment
spokesmen has declared that “it
is impossible to confuse breaches
of the obligation of not authoriz-
ing the departure of volunteers,
with the organlzation and eend-
ing by the Italian govemment of
a definie expeditionary
In other words, the International
Brlgades are a real volunteer for-
cé which govemments have tried
to prevent being formed. (The
French govemment for instance
has closed its frontiers.) The ital-
ians are not volunteers and have
been sent by their govemment,
often against their will, and by
means of cruel deception.

It was stated in Paria that iu
all probability. Portugal would
oppose the withdrawal of volun-
teers.

GintleiieN, (ts C. draw'

eMr. Ivdi-o haN [iru]iuli-0 'im'diatioii.

forcé”.

SovietUnion Makes
Peacefui Congquest.

The aunounoement by the So-
viet Union that its scientists have
conquered the orctic reglona of
the North Pole marks another
glorious page in Soviet scien-
tific advances.

There now exists at the North
Pole a Soviet scientiflc colony
whose baae la situated on a huge
block of ice registered on a liat of
Soviet polar stations under the
fiame of "North Pole No. 56”. The
station has been constnicted as the
central polar directing point of
the sea route for ahips, and its
alr field, recently established is
the landing point for alrplanes.

Throughout the Northern polar
regiona wlreless telegraph pointa,
radio centers, beacons, porte for
ships, and coal and oil bases have
been set up. In definitely conquer-
ing the North Pole the Soviet
scientists have a regular plan of
air routes and waterway routes
into the most hazardous points of
the arctic-

Praveia, Soviet organ, says
that Robert Peary, who first vi-
sited the North Pole, like other
great explorers had no elementa
fior forcea for the scientific or-
ganisation of work at the pole.
He wass not able to place his dis-
coveries into the hands of scien-
tists and the people. But the So-
viet explorers have behind them
the entire nation.

The fame "Stalin” is proposed
for central baae of the aretic.

The Juan Negrin, new Prime
Minister of Spain. through.-the.
press praised the Soviet Union
for its wenderful polar and scien-
tific achievements.

The Red Fl!ag of the Soviet
Union waves now at th« North
Pole.

ONE SIHIMIEME UOURT .H'IMIE
RESIGNS

No duubt in a gliminer of re-
turning iiitelligeiice, Supreme
i'Olirt Justiee Van Devuiiter re-
slgiied from his position. The geii-
tleraan is 78 years oid,

Wheit President Koosevelt heard
the news, he smilingly comment-
ed: “This makes one point. There
are tive more to go.”
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SPANISH GOVERNMENT AIDS STARVING PEASANTRY

The Probiem of the Land

Jii recent days we have heard
from certain quarters the charge
that the Spanish revolution has
bees betrayed by the formation
of the new govemment. In pasa-
ing, we may point out that POUM,
one of the organizations making
this charge, had already aaid that
previous Popular Pront govem-
ments had never begun the revo-
lution. Probably P. O. U. M. un-
derstands by revolution the shoot-
ing of workera by those who pro-
fesa to serv,. them; nevertheless,
it is vitally important to know
what has re.iUy happened ir. the
Spanish countryside.

Pifty-six per cent of the Span-
ish people live on the land; the
agrarian probiem, thereforc, has
always been the most criticai of
Spanish prob’ems. "Andalucia es-
td muriéndose de hambre”. Anda-
iucla is dying of hunger, The cias-
sical phrase was truc of Castilla
and Extremadura and other parts
as well. Iii 1930 the writer found
whole diatricts, in the neighbour-
hood of Plasencia and Céaceres
(the City where the hero Duffy
made his H. Q. befnrc running
home), while the average wage

(aiifilu liim tu rend or write.

of the fiela worker was oce and
a half to two pesetas a day. The
same was tnie of Salamanca,
formerly Gil Robles’ seat and now
Von Franco's.

Again, at Javierrelatre in High

Arag6n, during 1932, the writer
discovered that there had been
a famine during the preceding
winter, du« to the absence of
wind. How could an absence oi
wind cause peopie to die cf hun-

l.ands of Sahagun... land of Sal-
amanca, where hardly three or
four times the quantity of seed
sown is retumed. Land wilthout
trees, without cattle.” These are
extreme cases but a yield of nine

In lile uld day» nnder [he moiiorclij une nnri hulf peseta» u Jo; fue 12 honra wurh niider o
SpunisU suv.

ger? Very soon mcmbers of the
International Brigade will have
an opportimity of undestanding
how, for the months of reaping,
July and August, are followed by
the winnowing weeks, when the
chaff and the grain, trodden out
by oxen. are thrown into the air
for the wind to sepéarate. In that
year In Javierrelatre there had
been no wind and the fermented
mixture had hecome useless for
bread.

'FHEKE VVERE (IASOLINK
DBIVEN WINNOWING MA-
CHINES IN THAT VILLAGE.
m'T THE E.ASANTS WEKE
TOO POOR XO HIKE THKM
FROM THE RICHEK LAND-
OWNERS

There lies the ca'ise of Fpain's
agricultural backwardness. The
poverty of the peasant, and the
crushing rents, In the impossibi-
lity of watering their fields ade-
quately or of manuring them, re-
sulting in low yield. A Spanish
economlst says "Soria lands, bare
hills of Aimazan, where the plow
cnly scratches the scU a"d after
the efforts of an untirahle farmer,
only ylelds three times the vol-
ume of seeeds put into the ground.

times is considered good in pros-
perous parts of Spain. whereas in
the U- S. A. or in Bngland 18 to
1 is quite usual-

It is not the natural impossibi-
lity of watering and manuring the
fields which has impoverished
Spain, but the neglect of absentee
landlords and the absence of plan
characteristic of a semi-feudal
State. Fumished only with a light
plough, often of primitive Roman
type, the peasant was unable to
undertake deep plowing which
would protect hls crops against
drought.

And with thls poverty went ig-
norance and illiteracy. In 1926
fnrty-two per cent of the natlon
was illiterate and there were
whole districts where the propor-
tion reached was nlnety per cent.

Even now: after the efforts of
the Republic, a great proportion
of the men of the lwenty-fourth
battalion, Fifteenth Brigade, fine
fighters and good comrades, are
illiterate.

THE WORK OKTHE KEP|TBU<'
OF 1931

First, in the matter of educat-
ion; in two years the Republic
created 900X new schools; by
means of an Flducation Loan

iIn  Spain

another 20.000 schools were to be
buUt.

Then, on the technical side of
Land Keform, vaat irrigatio*»
schemes were drawn up in 19X2,
aiming at thewatering of 5.000.000
acres of land, at a cost of five
thousand mition pesetas, to be
spread over 25 years. Many of
these schemes were begro>, such
as the lower Gaudalquiver Valley
Canal, the Gaudalcacin Reservoir
and canals. the Genil works, and
clsewhere.

LANI> FOR THE I'EASANTS

Most important of all the Mar-
celino Domiingo Agrarian Reforma
of December 22, 1932 proposed to
take over vast estates, upon a
basis of compensation, to be divld-
cd among the peasants and their
organizations. Certain of the no-
bles implicated in the anti-repu-
blican rising of Augu.st 1932, were
to receive no compensation. Tho-
ugh this reform was slow and
hesltant, much was done to im-
prove the field workers’ condition-

The Popular Front Government
of February 1936 was pledged to
speed up this land reform, which
would have destroyed the power
of the semi-feudal classes repre-
sentad by Franco.

.vmrditnal leoliniqgiie. In tiif- Iiillg arouné
you M rhrrad ililmwa>.
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WHAT HAS BEEN DONE SINCE
JI'LY 1936

In tbe words of Comrade Vicen-
te Uribe, minister of Agriculture,
it has been the Government’s po-
licy "to expropriate thc great
Uadlords, enemies of the people,
and give the land to those who
Work on it... we have cleaned loyal
Spain oi the foul disease of boas
rule, of tbe oppreasor of the field
workers",

No ionger are there vast estates
Uke those of the Duke of Medina-
celi who owned two hur.dred thous-
and acres. The one hundred and
twenty five thousand acres of the
Duke of Pefiaranda are in the
hands of his peasants and work-
ers; so are the hundred and seven-
leen thousand acres of the Duke
of Villahermosa, the eighty-seven
thousand of the Duke of Alba,
Franco propaganda agent in Lcn-
don DOW, who has declared that
the Ccrarades of the International
Brigades are thieves and crirri'n-
kils (and he did not mean marely
the quartermaster). Ard the one
milllon acres which belonged to
only fourteen fascist Dukes, Counts
and grandees of Spain has also
~ n divided among tbe people.

ALTOGETHEK five MILLION
eight hundred thou-
sand ACRES OF I-AND HA-
VE BEEN SHARED OUT

"~Ns figure representa eighteen
per cent of tbe cuitivable area of
®Paki® morover, it exciudes what

been done in Catalonia, cer-
‘ain parta of Aragén, and in the
'm@gions of Santander and Astu-
rias.
is true to say that in those
em*gions where the land problem
sharpest it has already been
=lved. in the provir.ee of Ciudad
Real, for TFistance, 1.855.000 aeres
have been given to workers organ-
*2ation.s and collectives, In the
provici- of Albacete, headquarters
the International Brigades,
7118000 acres, in Jaén, 900.000,
w the ppovinoe of Madrid, 340.000
in Cuenca 325.000 acres have
expropriated. Valencia work-
®rs and peasants have received

5.000 acres, the hungry people
"f Guadalajara, Granada ar.d Mur-

have a'so been helped,
n this directly expropriat-
~ ‘'and hundreds of thousands of
have been taken over in
° @& ways. If comrades of the
ilish and Lincoln Battalion of
Brigada look back from
lin™ tney will see a broad,
and weli culUvated valley.

THE VOLUNTEEE FOB [JBEKTY

3f in that valley there is any pea-
sant who, before the fascist rising
paid i'ent to a landloi-d, then he no
ionger does so, The landlord and
tenant relatkui no longer exists.
The peasant pays not a single
penny of rent, though when the
time comes, like every other Citi-
zen. he will pay his dues to the
State. At present he may freely

IVasau( Hcrc exliiil tip a« in

culture has said "the govemment
has taken thc land away from the
proprietors in order to emanci-
pate the peasants, not in order to
emancipate four committees”.
The govemment will continué
to prevent these injustices. It wii;
prohibit so-called "socialized" con-
trol of village commerce, it will
give practical aid to the peasants.

la Virgen de la Cabeza, (lerf* (bey ar™ nren

talkin® witli (heir liberalorii.

enjoy the use of nationalized land.

We of the Popular Pront have
been toid by the theoretecians of
the P. O. U. M. that we have be-
trayed the revolution. Because we
wish to put our greatest efforts
into winning the war we are told
that we are counter-revolution-
aries. Yet to the rear of our lines,
comrades, you can see a coiintry
without tyrant landlords, without
cerrupt bosses, without usurera
and village money lenders. Upon
the land behind the fasclists’ li-
nes. the weight of oppression
still rests.

VWHAT IS THE NEW GOVKRN-

ment's polka ?

The Communist Party, in its re-
cent letter to Sefior Azafia declar-
ed that the peasant must be pro-
tected against fopced coUectivisa-
tions and extremist experiments
and that the small proprietor
must be left in possession of
his land. This has been one pari
of the Govemment'a policy, and
will continué to be.

Here and there cases have oc-
curred where self appointed com-
mittees have collected rent from
those who are working natlonal-
Ized land. As the Minister of Agri-

Over and above the ijifl of land
lhe jfovernmcnt han Inaned to the
peasantn abouf 45.000.000 pesetas,
throuyh the Instituto of Atfrarian
Reform.

Besides this, speeialized credits
have been granted to olive oil pro-
ducers, vineyard workers and rice
growers, for the carrying out of
necessary work and the purchase
cf seeds. And all this to the tuno
ef 45.000.000 pesetas. Inslead of
fomenting strife in the city streets
in the fiame of revolution, this la
what the Popular Front govem-
ment has acheived on the laucl
Despite the provocations and tlie
local tyrannies of irresponsible
village Caesars, last autumn
wheat sowing was up by 7 %.

To encourage production it is
necessary to guarantee a remun-
erative price. Apart from the cor-
rection of abuses this can be done
best by large scale ministerial
punchases and by the creation of
cooperatlves- Already in the Med-
iteiTaean coast distriets these
cooperativos are giving good re-
sulta,

HOW TO RUN A COLLECTHE

Here is an example of success-
ful and properly conducted col-

lectivisatlon, At Villanueva de
Cérdoba last July the civil guarda,
disloyal to the govemment, cap-
tured the town and causad a great
part of the people to flee to the
fields. The citizens were not dis-
mayed however, and headed by
Julian Caballero, field - workers
leader, they collected all the arms
that oould be found in the dis-
trict. After a sharp battle Villa-
nueva was recaptured. In that
town where formerly there ruled
an absentee landlord, the average
size whose 40 estates was of 1500
acres. Julian Caballero is now
Mayor, Idolized by the emancipa-
ted people.

Villanueva has organized splend-

id battalions of peasant fighters,
but it has also solved its land prob-
lems. The estates of the former
parasites are now cultlvated col-
iectively by men”~bers of the Field
Workers Union.

There is nothlng resembling
coercion in Villanueva. The smali
proprietors have their own asso-
ciation and cultivate their land
individually. Land was also given
to those who owned a yoke of
horses, mules or oxen. Even in-
side the Field Workers Union there
is a small group which without
hindrance demanda the parcelling
out of the land.

The quality of all work is ex-
cellent. The olive trees have been
zealously tended and the fields
scrupultusly cleaned. All last
years crops having been gathered
and the town is now collectively en-
gaged in the production of olive
oil. The natural economic diffl-
culties of Villanueva. excess of
meat and oli and insufficlency of
wheat, have been overedme by
collective exchange with other
channels- When the war time re-
i'ugec problem no longer burdens
the town Its proaperity will go
i'orward by leaps and bounds.

Let no one preterid that the in-
leiests of the Spanish massea ha-
ve been neglected or betrayed. It
is these conquest-a at Villanueva
which the comrades on the Coér-
doba front are defending; there
advance is bringing release to
thousands of other peasants for
whom life has hitherto been a
savage and brutalizing cppression.
And in holding their lines the
cumrfules of the 15th Brigade are
likewise driving back the enemies
of the people- Comrades, the Pop-
ular Front Government is guard-
ian of the true Spanish and den>
ocratic revolution.
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American finance imperialism
In Spain

American comrades, students
uf lraperiaJdist téchnique, may like
to know of an «xample of Amer-
ican Imperialism in Madrid City.
We refer to the Telefonica, the
Telephone Corapany of Spain, who-
sc head office, a skyscraper-like
building, they may have seen.

This company, headed by the
notorioTjs Col. Behn, is an off-
shoot of the International Tele-
phone and Telegraph Company of
New York, one of the Morgan
concems.

In 1924 the Telefénica oblained
a monopoly concession from Dic-
tator Primo, which for cool impu-
dence surpasses anything Wall or
Threadneedle Streets have been
able to put out. If anything it sur-
passes the achievements of Mus-
solinl's diplomacy, or army can-
teen pricea.

The monopoly runs contrary to
every principie of the Spanish
constitution and every law of the
Civil Code in that it puta an tn>
portant political power in the
hands of a foreign company, For
example. during the 1932 Sanjur-
jo monarchist rising in Sevilla the
Republican Government was un-
able to make telephonlc contad
with that City.

By its centrad the Telefénica
is entitled to use state powers and
Is exempt from every kind of tax,
local or national, in the present
or in the future. In one year the
Telefénica thus avoided a normal
bualness tax of 3,800,000 pesetas,
while its total of percentage pay-
ment to the government only carne
to 3,420,000 pesetas. The cost of
piant was staggering. beii®
878.993,000 pesetas, all of which
must be repaid, plus 15 */r. in gold,
if the Republic of today wishes to
rogain control of the system.

Méreover, the Spanish Company
must pay to the American
Company 7 '/ of gross income
yearly, besides a 5 </ commission
on imported plant, on which prof-
it has presumably been paid in
the States. Or was U. S. A. imper-
ialism so charitable as to sell at
cost price?) This commission ca-
rne to 43,000,000 pesetas.

Finally, with a highly modern
System the Spanish state in six
years has drawn 20.000,000 pese-
tas less than with the oid outfit,
which closciy .losembled battalion
headquarters fieid telephone, Boys,

like love, or common or garden
fascisnu its a racket! Take an-
other shot over the parapet at the
friends of the Telefénica.

200 Submachine guns bought on
account of the French Fascist are

seized

The Swiss Federal poélice has
just discovered a new amis smug-
gling organizatioii.

Folinwing the arrest of a smug-

O 'Duffy’s inglorious Dupes

O'Duffy has given some amaz-
ing reasons for the quick retum
of bis much-boosted Brigade from
Spain.

The ideas of this Brigade seem
to have changed considerably in
the few months since they set out
with such ardour to "save religion
in Spain".

According to O'ZHiffy's state-
ment, they don’t seem to have sa-
ved much or done much since they
arrlved in Spain. Elther Franco
did not valué them very highly or
they just refused to fight.

They appear to have spent mo.st
of their tim« catching coids in the
“wet trenches”.

O’'Duffy says they have, “now
been in the front Une trenches
siiice February 19th, subjected to
umeeasing shell fire and bomb-
ing -we have left “seven” dead in
the fieid. many seriously wound-
ed and many others suffering
from shellshock, pulmonary dls-
eases and rheumatic fever devel-
oped in the trenches during the
incessant rain of February and
March”.

It was then too coid for O'Duf-
fy's men, now it is too hot.

"The greatest tria! of the war
wlll undoubtedly be the danger of
Typhoid and other fevers from
now on... the complete absence of
water for either drinking or sani-
tary purposes, have had serioua
effeets on the health of the Irish
troops already.”

No clearer light could have
been tbrown on the types which
O’'Duffy recrulted tha™ the light
of his own statement. The real
fighters for Ireland never threw
up the battie because of the hard-'
ships of the treneh or the coldncss
of the cave on the hillside.

The "Wild Geese” left Ireland
many years ago and fought with
all armiea. in all climates against
the rapacious army of Brltish Xm-
perlalism and won undylng honour
for themselves and for their peo-
pie. To- day O'Duffy covers him-
self with Ignominy. Men who be-

trayed the struggle for Irish In-
dependence, and murdered the real
fighters for Irish Freedom could
never expect to maintain the con-
fidence of the men they had re-
cruited, in a sustained and bloody
war,

Certainly men who wouid not
fight for the freedom of their
own land wouid quickly lose
their enthusis3m for a cause in
which their religibn was being
used to cloak the most brutal op-
pression.

Possibly by now, O’'Duffy’'a du-
pes, sadder and wiser men, realise
that the Irish Catholic Hierarchy
when it induced and financed
them to go to Spain to fight for
Franco against the people and Ca-
tholics of Spain, betrayed them,
as it has betrayed the Irish peo-
ple’'s struggle so often in the past.

If there was any sincerity
among O’'Duffy’'s men. then the
massacre of the Catholic people
and priests at Guernica and Du-
rango wouid give them a real in-
sight into the religion of Franco
and the priests who support him,

O'Duffy admits that the men
made a unanimous decisiéon to
retui'Bi to Ireland. No greater
contrast could be made, than
between O’Duffy’s dupes and the
Irishmen in the British and Ame-
rican Battalions, who have so
gloriously upheld the great tra-
ditions of the Irish people.

Our comrades have once again
made a great contribution to the
struggle of the oppressed against
reaction and tyranny.

It will be a great pity if the
Irish people allow O'Duffy back
in Ireland. When St. Patrick got
the snakes out of lIreland, they
kept them out.

I NIMPOBTANT NEWS

Rookefelier died at the age of
96. Waily says she willl marr.v the
Duke Q1 June 29.

in switzerland

gler bj’ the fame of Jean Ron-
chl, la whose positloii were found
20 sub-machine guns, and 8 bo-
xes containing 2.500 rifles car-
tridges, se.veral searches were
made in varlous .Swiss citles. 200
sub-machine guns were found.

It is belipved that this gremp
of smugglers was part of a lai-
ger, gang, mombers of which were
arrested latsly in several French
cities.

lvately, custoni guards arresteJ
several smugglers knowii to b*
at the Service oi Doriot and of
De Ea Kugiie.

CHARLOTTE S. C. COTTON

MIEL WORKER,S STRIKE

The first batle resultiiig from
the C. I. O. campaign in South-
ern textile milis is on. 1.100
workers of the Marlboro llottoii
Mili of llennettsville and McsColl
S. C. went on strike May 9. The
strike was <|Uite spontaneoiis. Ac-
cording lo the Rey. R. Lawrenee,
co-ordimitor for the Textile WOrk-
ers Organizing Conunifee, the
workers went on strike when
their patienee was exausted. Or-
gani7.ation work had been proceed-
ilig very rapidly previous to the
strike. When the nien went on
strike 96 < were already mem-
bers of the Union,

2'5000 JONES ANO EAUGHEIN
STEEI- WORKERS STRIKE

Beoause of the company’s re-
iiisal to sign a Union Contrae!

25.000 Steel workers in the Jone-:

and Laughlin Allquipp» and South
littsburgh plants were «'alled niif
on strike by the Steel Workers
Urganizatiun Committee, Becatisc
of the “I'nholy .Mlianw" of the
Imlependent Steel manufacturéis
iinder the leadership of Ernest T.
Weir of National Steel, It is bellev-
or that 110.000 more workers
ivill be on strike \yithin a few days
iii the Pittsburgh and Yoiingstowii
region.

SWEDEN. — The Trotzkyite
Killwn ha» been cxpelled from
the Swedish Soelalist Partv.
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OUR ARMY

[Oonlimted frum 1.;

ing the flrst two periods of the
war, was organizad upon a Popu-
lar Front basta by one of the
great popular political partias of
Spaia, the Communist Party. The
directora of the Fifth Regiment,
Comrades Castro, Listar asid Con-
treras, from the very baglnning
organizad aJl thair companles upon
a definlte mllitary basis, with pro-
per training, and wlith techr.ical
staffs and speclaliaed departments.
It was In the first week of August
that the Fifth Regiment bagan to
appoint political comraissars, who
functionad without legal status un-
til the goveriimenl decree of Oc-
lober 15th. The flrst article de-
tnanding formation of a regular
army appeared on August 2nd in
“Milicia Popular”, the organ of the
Fifth Regiment. Here we see in
these two instances the appearan-
te of characterlstics that were to
distingudsh the army in the second
two periods,
2—THE AW.AKENINf} PERIOI)
FATgely as a result of the effi-
ciency and propaganda of the Fifth
~gtment there was a widespread
And powerful popular demand for
A regular am-iy and on October
I0th the oid militias were milita-
'mwed by an order of the govern-
®ent. As a result of this the
FIRST MIXRD BRIGADE, com-
manded by Comrade Lister, was
formed. Commenting upon this
tovernmental decree in a speech
An the lith of October at the bri-
SAde bar.racks Comrade Lister re-
ferred to the Romantic Period
lhus; "We have seen day after day
ATl bands and little groups of
Aiilltiamen goifig out to the war
NNnt just when they took it in
‘A>nd to do so, and who enlistad
whenever they chose. When any-
approached them and sald
this position must be occupied”
t*«y used to reply “who are you,
are wearing stars!, then you
I'AVe nothing to do with us. Even
'f you hadn’t got stars we should
take o notice of you. Our chief
tiiis comrade”. And the chief of
®group was often one who, for
reaaon or ar.other, was not in-
Afeated in fighting at that mo-
~®ht. And thus we found that we
At the front severa! thousand
~batants, but only on paper,
1I"AUse in' fact they did not fight
hecessary, not by reaaon
Ai their own fault, but because
y were neither organize<i fAor

THI-j VOLUNTEER FOR IJBERTV

IS A PEOPLE’'S ARMY

disciplined.” The heroism of these
comrades was beyond ali question,
but Comrade Lister was certainly
not exaggerating.

THE FIFTH REtIIMENT
Before referring to the results

for military organization of the
historie defence of Madrid during

membered that the Fifth Regi-
ment, originally intended to be
1.000 strong, had reached 70.000
in tbe Madrid regién alone, with
another 45.000 in other parta of
Spain. The various departments
of command were therefore pro-
gresslvely suppressed. By a bri-
gade order of the 15th of Decem-
ber the First MIXED BRIGADE
liquidated all the separate batta-

< \MI*HSINO. out»(KndiDR f.th Rejsinieat kaUer now Rri~adier (icmTnl.

the first two weeks of November,
it will be useful to trace the
growth, activity, and eventual
merging of the Fifth Regiment in
the regular army. It must be bom
in mind that the Communist Par-
ty had not organizad the Fifth
Regiment in order to possess a
forcé of its own and it was as a
result of its own propaganda that
its membera were handed over to
the govemment. While the form-
ation of the MIXED BRIGADES
began on October I0th there was
wstill thirty per cent of the Fifth
Regiment remaining under its
own command on the 27th of De-
cember. Indeed it would have
been disastrous to abolish that
command untll every soldier had
been fltted Into his place in the
new brlgadea. It must be re-

lien commands which it had in
various parts of Madrid, surren-
dered all war materials and per-
sonell and entered the Hortaleza
barracks to begin a corporate
cxistance. Agaln by a Fifth Re-
giraent Order of Dec. 28 every mi-
litary department Operation Inten-
dencia or Supplies, Sanitary Ser-
vice, Shoemakling department. tail-
oring department, armoury, etc.

were handed over to the brlgadea.
Comrades responsible for these
departments for the most part be-
gan similar work in the regular
army: thus we see that not only
the forms but the actual personell
of the new army was derived from
military forces not directly organ-
ized by the govemment. Of all
the <lepartment, only tho.se of Soc-
ial Work and Organization were

to continué, in an advlsory capa-
city, until the last Fifth Regiment
soldier had entered the army.

HTTIiE fXONOMV IN EFI-EI™

TIVES

The importance of this volunta-
ry surrender of autonnmy can be
-seen by referring to a speech by
Comrade Lister, given on the 23rd
of December.

Referring to the new army he
sald that efficieney would be enor.
mou.sly increased and added “We
in the Fifth Regiment had already
begun a cleaning up which Is stlll
very necessary in certaln parts.
For example, such battalion used
to have its own command in Ma-
drid, to each of which there be-
longed approximately a hundred
bureaucrats. Many stripes, and
many stars, while the majority
had not seen the front even from
a general barracks! All this has
been suppressed. Two or three
Individudis to each command are
more than sufficient for all the
office work which a battalion can
occasion. You will understand
the importance of this when 1 tell
you that in Madrid there used to
be 60.000 meal rations given out
every day to people who had not
fired a single shot.”

Finally, on January 27th a vast
public meeting in the Cine Goya
was held to celébrate the comple-
te liquidatlon of the Fifth Regi-
ment, and this it must be remem-
bered, was long after the event had
actually oceurred. Other political
parties began to follow the same
line and wlth the final inclusion
of the C. N. T. troops in the re-
gular army this proce.ss carne to
an end,

WHAT DOE.S THIS PROCESS
DEMONSTR.ATE?

It is obvious at the first glance
that the vast bulk of the men in
the Republican army have been
drawn from the political reg-
iments which grew up in the Rc-
mantic period. That they make up
a People's Army there can be no
possible doubt. But the officers of
the new brlgadea, such as Lister
and "Campesino”, have also lar-
gely been drawn £rom these ear-
lier formations. These had ori-
ginally received their appoint-
ments from the various political
parties belonging to the Popular
Front.

But more conclusively than this
the special characterlatlc of the
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Republican Army, its poasesslon
of political commissars, was <ieriv-
ed from die nature of the poJiti-
cal war in which the whole peo-
pie was engaged, These coimnis-
sars, which exist and will continué
to exist, have as one of thelr tasks
the maintaining of just that kind

CAtU.0OS CONXnKHAIi,

furtiirr Uplmii .Viiiotiiol.lli- «orU r. Kdil.ii-
or Chi<-«f[(> uorkrr'K pnii.T. f.iriiuT Pnliticnl
<.onimi8Mr or Ihr Jdi llvpiiiPiil. ih mu» m

rjiarg” of prctpoeandn iimnnj-Mti‘Tiriii\ runk»

of political enthusiasm which gua-
rantees that the arniy ahall nevcr
become a danger lo the democrat-
Ic Republic.

AlAV.~ys FKOM UKI.OW

The way in which govcrnmenta'.
decrees in tliis Awakening periocl
tended to legalize existant facLs.
rather than to impoae a atructure
from above can be seen from thi'

decrees governing the status and
Work of political comimissars. The
order of October 15th, given by
the Minister of War, appointed
Comrade Del Vayo as Ccmmiasar
General- He was to be aided hy
4 sub-commissar generais drawn
from the greater organizations of
the Popular P.ront; these sub-
commiasars were to appoint lower
ranks. But within the ranks of
the actual field commissars them-
selves, no grades or categorles
were established, because the ar-
my Itself had no uniform organic
structure, In other words, the
people were still making thelr ar-
my from below.

As the army crystalized into de-
finite shape as a result of party
propaganda and experience, the
decrees began to distinguish ranks
in the commissars, For instance,
the order of November 25th, by
which date about 65 ", of the
Pifth Regiment had been merged
with the Mixed Brigades, establi-
shed the ranks of brigade, battal-
ion and company commissars,

THE NATIOXAL UrAKDS

The generai argument can be
supported from the history of de-
flnite govenunental forces, such
as the National Republican Guards
and th.> Carabineros.

The National Guards are the
successors of the oid universally
hated Civil Guards. former strike
breakers and political tools. im-
bued for the most part with re-
actionary ldeas and practising the
most brutal of methods. This con-
version did not come about as the
result of a government decree but
as a eonsquence of a movement
from within.

Before the July rising there had
been within the oid Civil Guards
both political fractions and Po-
pular Front groups, and while the-
se were not strong enough to en-
sure the loyalty of the majority,
they did much to win over many
guards to the Republican move-
ment.

After the Franco rising these
groups definitely worked for the
suppression, or conversion of the
force”,and finally became strong
enoujgh to do thia on their inltla-
tive.

A central commlttee was for-
med, headed by Sergeant-Major
Vega and from its offices in tbe
basement of the MiInigtry of the
Interior in Madrid, began to re-
cruit into its forcea. Thevse for-
cea, it must be imderstood from
the very beginning were on a mi-
litary footing of long servioe and
rigid discipline. Like the Pifth
Regiment it was originally inten-
ded to be only a small body yet
by November about 15.000 were
within its ranks. There quality
can be seen from this, of the 4.000
fully trained men on the Madrid
Front alome by November 11, 206
were dead and 693 wounded; about
22 <k

The forms its general staff
adopted again show the popular
and political nature of the Natio-
nal Guards. It has four sub-com-
mittees; Investigatlon, to prevent
the entry of fascist and disruptive

1.18TKR,
riiM-r cutiiMiaader of 311 Itcgiuiriil, >
MCI» CcMcriil iu Comnianil of Ihe First
Mixed Brigade.

DIANA (U.G.T.) Larra, 9, Tal. 4U05,- -Madrid,

GERMAN GOVERNMENT CON-
TINUES HELP TO FRANCO

In spite of all pledges and state-
ments to the contrary, the Germ-
inan Government contintes seiid-
ing of no eiid of armaments to
the Spanish fascist armles.

The story of the Marienbourg
is a good illustration of what is
happeiilng. The Marienbourg, a
Danish freighter fiying illegaly the
flag of the RepubUr. of Panama
was about to sali from Hambiirg
a month ago loaded with boxea
niarked *“Chocolate” and other
such iimocuous freight. One of thr
chocolate boxes broke open and
tbe longshoremen found to their
surprise that it contaiiied a ship-
ment of duin-diim biillets. The
workers immediately inspected
the whole cargo, which was foimd
to consist of airplanes, to be as-
senibled, of taiiks, machine guns
and to a considerable part, of
-specially  construi-ted eléctrica!
switches for use in torpedo boats-
Al instnictions to these instrii-
ments were In Spanish.

The City of Freiburg in Badea,
Germany, is excited beoause every
three days a squadron of alrplan-
es with all German army insig-
nia painted over, arrives at the
airport. The aviators make no se-
<te], of the faci that they are
boiind for Southern Spalii. Planes
clepart morniug after arrlval.

-Mong the Swiss border the Ger-
man (ioveriiment is building great
number of barracka. The numiH-r
of soldiers statioued now at that
border is flve times as great as
before the last war. fonstaiit
maneuvres are taklng place in
South Germany. New barracks are
sprouting like mushrooms. In Ku-
dolphzell, on the Swiss border, a
new barracks has just been start-
ed which is to hold severai thous-
and infaiitcy scidiers, machine-gim
crewe, antl-aireraft batteries, cti'..

lype.s, and Promotion, to appoint
officers on the basis of good Ser-
vice; the other two departments
at that time (November) being
Orgajiization and Suppliea.

Summing up so far, the argn-
ment that the formation of the
Regular Army consUtutes a dan-
ger for the Spanish popular re-
volution is founded, when honest.
upon ignorance of the army’a hfs-
tory. However, the objection is
usually made in bad faith, Next
week we shall study the siege of
Madrid, especially in its relatlon
to tbe evolution of the Higher
Command.





