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A SOVIET MILITÁ'tY SPECIALIST ON THE 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE JARAMA BATTLES

¡zvestia has recently publiahed 
an intensely interesting article by 
a famous mUitary scientist, A. 
Golubev, which conslsts of an 
analysis of the Jarama battles, 
ífom, a strategie point of view.

We give a careful summary of 
ttís article because, in conjunc- 
tion wlth the remarks of the Ti- 
niea correspondent quoted else- 
wbere, It will enable comrades of 

Brigade to understaad the 
■diporiance of the role they have 
P'ayed in the flght against Inter- 
hational Fascism.

“These battles” , says Golubew, 
^  not only characterised by 

*•*16 fact that they were termina- 
by the moat bloody struggles 
witnessed in Spain, but that 

marked a turnlng point in 
rebel plans for the capture of 

Madrid” .

fascist plans fail.

Only a few mo^tha before while 
® rebel armies were marching 

the capital, their generala qui- 
coafidently expected to take the 

without aerious flght, On the 
of thia optimism they ne- 

®cted to conduct serioua opera- 
designed to cut the roada to 

^ e n c ia  and the coast. It was 
thia period that the fas- 

‘sts undertook the frontal attack 
the North and North-west of 

j ■ ^ '̂Pital which have so signal- 
taüed and which have cost 

*bi 80 dearly. From this springs

their attempt to plunge into the 
plains north of Madrid with in- 
tention of taking the i^publican 
forcea in the Guadarrama reglón 
in the rear, The succesa of this 
enterprise would have permitted 
the rebels to undertake an attack 
from  the north and the eaat with 
the support o f the forcea which 
had already passed the chain of 
the Guadarrama. In spite of a eer--

taln improvement in their posi- 
tions, this plan, taken as a whole, 
failed in ita intention.

Fascists chaniie strategie plans.

"The offensive” , Golubev conti­
núes, “which the rebels and their 
allies undertook on February 6th 
South o f Madrid were based upon

THE BATTLE FOR THE VALENCIA ROAD

CAR(!OANCHCL

vAteeMORo ^

T he three arm n fa scia t th ru st tow a rd s the M íulrid-Valcnela, Kuad.

different premises and a different 
plan of action. It is strlklngly 
evident that this plan had fo r  its 
alm not the immediate taking of 
the capital, but the investment of 
t h e  principal positions which 
would have enabled them to sever 
all connections between the capi­
tal and the Guadarrama front and 
the reat of Republican Spain. The 
success of this plan would have 
shortly created a situation which, 
if  not impossible, would have been 
extremely prejudicial to  the con- 
tinuation of the struggle” .

Since from the beginning of 
November the Communications of 
Madrid with the rest o f Govem- 
mental Spain were the two great 
Madrid-Valencia highways-the one 
vía Tarancon and Arganda, the 
other Via Guadalajara and Cuen­
ca, the rebels planned attacking 
these two roads o f Communica­
tions. While the body o f troops 
under General Moscardo were got 
ready at Siguenza, those of the 
Fascist General Orgas (7th divi­
sión, Morroccan and Italo-German 
troops) commenced the operations 
along the Pinto and Valdemoro U- 
ne with the object of occupying 
the line o f Arganda.

Fascist attack launchei.

Golubev wrdtes: "The attack 
commenced on the 6th of Februa­
ry, when, profiting by mlsty wea- 
ther, the fascist shock troops con-

(C ontlnued on  pagre t .)
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FASCIST PLANS FOR WORLD WAR
A t 5:45 on the morning of 31st 

of May, a Germán Squadron, eng- 
aged in so-caUed Control bointiard- 
ed tile open port o f Almería, kill- 
ing many citizgns. Afterwards 
the Germán and Italian Govemm- 
ents wlthdrew from the Non-In- 
tervention Sub-Committee.

We shall not attempt a descript- 
ion o f this cowardly act, every 
decent man would have heard the 
news with coid disgust but with- 
out surprise. It is imiportant ho- 
wever, to realize the purpose of 
the act and to be on guard aga- 
inst adopting that line which Hltl- 
er and Muasolini would have us 
adopt.

It must be remembered that the 
Spanish Govenunect at the Lea- 
uge of Nationa Session had just

Nations in which it lamented (of 
course) the Spanish situation and 
proposed to continué working out 
a plan for the withdrawal of non- 
Spanish fighters. Finally it exp- 
pressed its horror at the bom- 
bardement o f open citiea. Next 
morning the Germán squadron 
poured hundreds of shells into Al­
mería.

There can be no pos&ible doubt, 
the act was not only a piece of 
fascist sadism, but it was intended 
as provocation. To W hat? Und- 
oubtedly to war!

Aiming at World War in a ter- 
rific gamble for interna! security 
and world domination the fascist 
governments have supported Fran­
co in order to control the Mediter- 
ranean and encircle France. War
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This map shows the distribuHon of foreUjn warahips and observers 
stationed in order to  preuenf breaches o f the Non-Intervention Com- 
mittee’s  International Control Scheme which carne into operation

on April 19.

presented a White Book on Ral­
lan intervention and a protest ag- 
ainst the terrible crlme of Guem- 
ica. A  few days later the Germ­
án war-ship "Deutschland” illeg- 
aUy anchored fn Ibiza harbor, op- 
ened fire on Republican planes, 
who replled with great effect.

That same day the League of

and rearmament are the very 
techniques o f the so-called fascist 
“ revolution". The Intemal contr- 
adictions the inherent fatalismi of 
fascist demagogy drive them for- 
ward to this.

Then, seeing that they have fa- 
iled, confronted with the defeat 
at Guadalajara, aware that the

ROOSEITILT PLANS L.\BOK 
liEGISLATION

Pre.sident Roosevelt may recom- 
mend to Congress the pa-ssage of 
legislation establishing máximum 
wagcs in aJl great industries en- 
gaged in inter-State commerce. 
The President’s plan would in- 
olude.

(1) The creation o f a commis- 
sion with broad powers, whose 
aims would be to bring about a 
40 hour worU week, hourly míni­
mum wage of 40 cents, and a 
weekly miniraum wage of 16 dol- 
iars.

(2) The commission to adopt 
the principie o f flexibility to mest 
seasonal varlattons in industry 
and to avold i.mposing a single 
standard over the whole country.

<3) Prohibition of the transfer 
of goods between States made by 
children under 16 i-ears of age.

Senator Blaiiok and Represen- 
tatlve Connery, ro-authors of an 
earlier measure provlding for a 
.SO hour week. are prepared to in­
troduce a Bill on these broad Unes.

PAUL ROBKSON IN S O V IE T  
FnJW S

Paul Bobesoii, the famoiis Amer- 
iean Negro singer now living in 
the Soviet Pnion. has agreed to 
act In Soviet films. He is to take 
the leadiiig role in “ Cthello” , fo- 
llow’ing which a film will be made 
from the well known American la­

bor play “ Stevedore” .

STn>L STrDYING

Spanish wlll had steeled, that an 
army had been forged out, that 
a new and immensely more active 
government had come into exist- 
ence, the fascist powers sought to 
withdraw from  the Control Com- 
mittee and to plui^e the world 
into war.

On guard, therefore, against 
accepting this mad challenge on 
the eve o f great changes,

What must the Spanish Gov­
ernment do ? Can it hope that 
the League of Nations will come 
to the aid of Spain? Can it hope 
that Great Britain will change its 
policy and permit France to do 
the same?

It would be best for the Gov­
ernment to conduct a great recr- 
uiting drive, to build up reserves 
and consolídate the army. And. 
simply, comrades, that is being 
done.

As an alternative to a Sennte 
Bill, which would rcquire the tak- 
ing of a census o f the unemplo- 
yed. the Senate Commlttee on 
Education and Labor has decidcd 
to report favorably on the mea­
sure appointing a commission tn 
“ study”  the general problem of 
unemployment and relief. The ar- 
gumeut against the direct takiiig 
of a census is that unemployment 
reflects only a “ tcmporary condi- 
tion”  and that it would be costiy.

Roosevelt demands 1.500.000.ÍKMI 
dollars for relief in the fiscal year 
1937. It is likely that the Housc 
wül give its consent, bul to secure 
the approval nf the Senate will be 
more difficult.

V. S. (M)VERMRNT PROTEST 
TO HITLER

Following tbe .Vlmeria iiicideiit, 
Pres. Roosevelt promptly left his 
Hyde Parle home, where he w~as 
resting. for Washington to take 
up with Secrctarj- o f State Hull. 
the critical European develop- 
ments.

Hull officially expressed to the 
Germán .Ambassadur at Washing­
ton, the U. 8. Government's d¡sai>- 
proval of the uiiiiecessaty and 
provocative shelling o f the civilian 
pupulatinn of Almería, and de- 
maiids that the Hitler Govern­
ment make quiek restitution for 
its arts.

The strike o f Hollywood studio 
workers has been ended.

KOKD’S 19.689.020 S l RPLi:S

The Ford Motor Compaiiy iii- 
creassed its surplus dilring 19S6 
by 19.689.020 dollars, making a 
total surplus o f 602.666.000 dol­
lars according to a balance-sheet 
tiled with Massachusettes State 
officials.

Incidently, Henry Ford’s son. 
EdscI, must appear before the De­
troit grand jury soon, for having 
used physical violenee at the gate 
of tbe plant against his workers. 
Poppa’s boy is gettiiig tough! Tbe 
idea o f one big industrial unión 
that Is growing rapldly imong the 
workers of the Ford Auto plants 
makes the Ford family desperatc- 
ly  iiervous.

The United Automobile Wor­
kers of .4nierica may sue Ford 
for distribiiting aiiti-labor litera- 
ture, contrary to the Wagner La­

bor Rclations Act.
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te DEVELOPMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S ARMY
The Fascist Assault on Madrid.

In the last article we saw how, 
under the terrific impulse o f md- 
ignation, enthusiasm and realiz- 
ation o f historie purpose, the Span- 
ish people tumed itself into an 
army. Through confusión and 
blunder, by trial and error, the 
people's own instinots, guided by 
great political partios and aided 
by their government, evolved 
forros and methods which sharply 
distingulsh the People’s Army 
from any Imperialist Army.

This ia a phenomenon which has 
been observed again and again in 
the history of great popular strug- 
gles of independence and revol- 
ution. Th» special charaeteriatics 
of the Red Army are due, not to 
the abstract thinking o f military 
Idealists, but to the nature of the 
political struggle out o f which it 
waa bron. And the success o f the 
brmy of the French Revolution 
was not only due to the military

K\erj- jjjp  outsk irts o f  .Ma-
•irld becam e a  fro iit  line.

S«nius of Napoleón and the often- 
•’fotten organizational genius of 
arnot, but to Its early compen- 

«ration with the People. The sa- 
bie i3 visible in Cronwell’a army 
°f the Engiish 17th Century. The 
tth century in France has the 

«am pie of the Bastard’s army. 
^ eed  this latter has special par­

áis, Bourgeois historian^ have 
®Pent chaptera in trying to define 
*^actly what was Joan o f Arc's 
1'°*® in the army. Military experts 

ofteii scoffed at her for iack

of military knowledge, in partic­
ular because after her relief of 
Orleans she would not pur.sue 
(and destroy as she mlght have 
done) the routed Engiish, because 
the day was Sunday. But it was

strategrlc incompetence by mlllt- 
ary scientist of aimost all countr- 
ies, but it has not been often po- 
inted out that hls failure partly 
springs from political ignorance. 
In other words hia foredoomed

i#».;

“ X on  in terven tion”  In the skies a tta ck s h a lf aritieU m illtla.

that incident that explains her 
role. In the immensely different 
political and religious atmosphere 
o f her day, she was the Political 
Commissar o f the Bastard's Army.

It is only when the currents of 
feeling drive deeply into the po­
pular spirit that a real People's 
Army is created. This oceurred in 
Russia and is manifestly happen- 
ing In Spaín. Such ai'mies car­
net emerge if the structure o f a 
deeadent and oppressive society is 
left entirely untouched. To relate 
this to OUT particular problem,- 
where is the economic and class 
basis for a reactionary higher 
command which the disrupters 
profesa to fear ?

It has been seen that the oíd 
Spanish officer class was drawn 
frem the great landed famiilies. 
What has happened to their est- 
ates? That question is sufficient 
for those who know how to und- 
erstand what is happening in 
Spain.

FR.'iNCO’S STKATEGIC AND 
POLITICAL BLUNDER

"If a Military Coup d’Etat does 
not succeed within a few days it 
never succeeds.” This has been 
remarked of countless rebellions; 
it ia true of Franco’s also. The 
rebel General had been accused of

direct assault on Madrid shows 
that he had never grasped the fact 
that a whole people is in move- 
ment, and that the capital city 
would justify its claim to be the 
capital,

Franco saw indeed that Progres­
sive Spain was about to deprive 
the feudal classes of their power, 
but he judged that to be the work 
of mere "political groups". From 
this false premise he deduced that 
Madrid would fall befare nis first 
blow. It would have done, so had 
not the Popular Front had its 
roots deep in the people, if the 
army had been merely the artifi­
cial creation of “political groups" 
in office, Madrid would now be a 
fascist City. But it was a political 
people which tumed itself into a 
political army! A Popular Front 
people into a Popular Front Ar­
my! Month after month that army 
held back the enemiy at the very 
gales of Madrid, until Franco was 
forced to change his plans. Too 
late! B y then a regular army, dis- 
clplined and increasingly capable 
o f maneuvers had been fotmed.

THE .ATTEMPTED 8IEGE OF 
MADRID

It can be said definitely that 
the fact that the fascist rebels

chose to attack the capital direc- 
tly helped the Republic to form 
its regular army. The policy of 
defending the city at all costs was 
therefore the salvation of Spain. 
There never was a clearer proof 
that defeatism ia not a proletarian 
or popular policy (there were so- 
me pessimists who urged the 
abandonment of Madrid).

A t the same time as it haste- 
ned the formation o f the regular 
army the assault on Madrid also 
gave the army an even deeper po­
pular content.

THE FATEFt:L I).\Y OF NO- 
A'EMBER 7TH

The week following this date 
will be remembered as being the 
tumlng point o f European bistory. 
Tbe fascist advance, s t eadily 
sweeping back the militia arrived 
at the very outskirts of Madrid. 
A t once the left political parties 
sprang to action, the streets were 
filled with people listening to Po­
pular Front speakers calling for 
yet more volunteers. All through 
the day and night hastily formed 
battaiions were rushed out to the 
thln trench line that had been 
drawn between the rebels and the 
City. The regional conunlttee of

ti'i

O oloncl O rtega, famouH Cu m inan <3 er 
o£ tile  C^nt^r F orcps. N ow  ch io f « f  

S^curity.

the Madrid Comonunist Party, in 
a historie effort, organizad com- 
pany after com panyof Street flght- 
ers and shock troops, and itself
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CpQí'ral M IAJA* — O n N ov^m ber 7 he 
be  carne c h ie f  a f  (he defenae o f  M m lrid.

went into action at Carabancliel 
Bajo. Many of these formations 
fiad no arma whatsoever, ill ciad 
and shod in eanvas shoes without 
training, they streamed out to tíie 
barricades to take up the rifles of 
the wounded and kilUd.

Just as tbe people of Madrid 
merged with the army, the army 
spoke direcUy to the people. On 
the elghtth o f November the Fifth 
Regiment issued these instructions 
to those behind them.

"(1) Bvery .resldent must pró­
vida himself with bottles o f  gaso- 
line, stoppered with cotton wool, 
to  be Ignlted the moraent o f being 
thrown from  baJconles, Windows 
and roofs, against armoared cars 
and tanks.

(2) The Fifth Column must be 
extennlnated within the space of 
a few hours. The inhabitants of 
each house must form  vigilance 
committees, to arrest provoca- 
teurs, to search for arms etc,

(3) The inhabitants o f eve.ry 
block and quarter must organize 
the struggle at every Street Cross­
ing, constructing barricades and 
tronches, forming groups o f vigi- 
lants, taking every initiative.

(4) Every Citizen must regard 
his house a fortreas and must put 
it in the condltion o f being a bul- 
wark of the independence of our 
people against Moors and Legio- 
naries.

The second of May 1808 can be 
repeated in our beloved City!...”

During the the month preceding

H asllly  fo rm e d  m ilit ia  rosisl 
fawisC dri\p un M adrid .

people o f Madrid had been de- 
manding that the government 
should build fortifications and pre­
pare trenches. This the govern- 
nient had not done, fo r  varíous 
reasons.

Responding to the cali o f  the 
poiitical parties and syndlcates a 
Mixed Fortification Committee of 
the U. a. T. and the C. N, T. was 
created and at once began with 
desperate energy, if smaJl mllita- 
ry knowledge to fortify Madrid. 
Bands o f workers, men and wom- 
en and children, urged on by be­
loved flgures like Pasionaria, fe- 
verlshly hacked at the ground 
with pick and spade. An order of 
the 9th of Novembar o f this Mi- 
xed Committee says, “ those not

already on the work lista must be 
at the places appomted by their 
organizations with their lunch 
cans” .., It was out o f this forti­
fication corp that the present en- 
gineering and sapping corps of the 
regular army were formed. The 
U. G. T. Building Workers Syndi- 
cate o f Madrid has today about 
60 '/r o f its 25.000 membars in the 
army, mostly in this department.

THE BEGINNINGS OF CEN­
TRAL INTENDENf'I.V

The unSty o f army and people 
can be seeen in such examples as 
this; the Villecas Radio (district) 
o f  the Madrid Communist Party, 
in conjunction with the United So- 
ciallst Youth and the command 
of the Sergeant Vasquez Battalion 
supplied 600 meáis a day to the 
front Unes, collecting the neces-

sary money and performing all 
work itself, besSdes undertak- 
ing the washing o f clothes. Pre- 
viously this "civilian’’ organization 
had dug the trenches this battalion 
was occupying.

And on November 9th the Vas­
quez Battalion gave 1.524 pese­
tas to Popular Front organizations 
for the same work. Out of a rco- 
saic o f such “ civilian" organiza- 
tlons and the battalion supply Ser­
vices Intendencia eventually crys- 
talized.

To take another department: 
Maria Medina, popular women’s 
leader with 17 women of the nor- 
them sector o f Madrid, during the 
flrst week in January, organizad 
a coUective laimdry for the troops. 
None o f its workers received pay 
for the hnmense labor of washing 
and repairiog clothing, and it was 
not until May that this laundry 
was handed over to Sanidad (Me­
dical Corps).

EMEEGENCE OF I  NIFIED 
COMMAND

On November 7th, the Govern­
ment o f Spain ieft Madrid. It was 
not the leaving, which should ha- 
ve been done earller, but the man- 
ner o f it which was deplorable. 
Hur.riedly and witb no precise 
instructions General Miaja wbo 
had been in command o f  the Ma­
drid defence troops was given solé 
authority over the city. A t on­
ce the Junta de Defensa was for­
med. Its Popular Front nature is 
evident from a list o f ofñcers:

Presi
SecTf

cialist

Coun' 
je, Con 

Publi 
Socialls 

War 
C. N, ’ 

Supp; 
Tram 

Carrefle 
can.

Pinar 
Union, 

Evaci 
'ist Par 

Undí' 
mittee . 

cen 
grea 

tional E 
‘̂ ginni, 
«L3 a c

«h

( 'o m r a d i*  A N T O N ,  fo re fron i 
u r ^ a n i/r r  oT tlip  M adriJ

Gen.lerai,
to
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President: General Miaja. 
Secretary: Femando Frade, So- 

cialist Party.

The immense prestige o f the In­
ternational Brigades and the dis­
cipline upon which this was £oun-

apread throughout the fronts 
around Madrid, untü now by fai 
the largest body o f troops and 
the best organizad, the armies of 
the center, are under the comm- 
and o f General Miaja.

It cannot be denled that the De- 
fence Committee, the nerve cen­
ter o f the Madrid resistance, was 
a Popular Front organtsm. The 
army which grew up around it, 
with all its levels o f command, 
was necessarlly so.

Naturaliy as its composition 
shows the Committee performed 
many functions which, proper eno- 
ugh to a military authority in ti­
me of semi-siege, do not rightly 
belong to it- As a result of com- 
parative normality in Madrid con- 
ditions, and the higher degree of 
organization reached by the ar­

my, during May the Defence Com­
mittee was disolved and the City 
Council once more carne together.

Many probiems remained to be 
solved and these we shall exami­
ne later. For Instance, on Decem- 
ber 9th the Valencia Government 
created the Supreme War Coun- 
cil. Why this Council never or ra- 
rely functioned is a politioal pro- 
blem which demande attention in 
another articie.

G U E R N I C A
The flames which are burning 

Guemica are also lighting Ger- 
many. So that the whole wordl 
may see her.

H K IN 'IU t'H  M ANN
T he ppopic'ít f ig h t  a g a in st  fa sc ism  in  Juiv <lavs.

ID

Councillor of War: Antonio Mi- 
j®. Communist Party.

Public Order: Carrillo, United 
Socialist Youth.

'''ar Industries: Amor Ñuño, 
C. N, T.

Supplies: Yague, U. G. T.
Transpnrt and Communications; 

Carreño España, Left Republi­
can.

Pinance; Jiménez, Republican 
Union,

Uvacuation; Caminero, Syndica. 
bst Party,

Undcubtedly the Defence Com- 
hastened the unificatlor- of

® center forces. In this they we- 
^  greatly aided by the Intema- 
^ual Brigades who from the very

ginning considered themselves 
 ̂ part of the regular Span-

ded did much to help the remodel- 
ing o f the army.

At the same tíme the Defence 
Committee was able to conduct 
operations with more efñciency 
than the Ministry o f War which 
was Involved with other neces- 
sary work of govemment. That 
the Junta was a much more adap­
table form of adminlstratlon can 
be seen by the fact that on De- 
cember 3rd, it reotganized itself 
and wnile reserving considerable 
military autonomy placed itself 
and whíle reserving considerable 
military autonomy placed itself 
under the authority o f the Valen­
cia Govemment.

The Councillorship o f W ar dis- 
appeared and was replaced by one 
o f Milicias, Antonio Mije becom-

|1«'I

áá

Fii^nd<» o f  L in co ln  B nttalion  on H fU i A von u c in M av Parado.

U N R E S T  I N I TAL Y

-Militla a t test  rturing the Casa «Ip CamiMi attark .

iah
Geiierjl ^ appointment of its ing Commlsear General fo r  War. 
aetu to ' Thus from  the core o f the De-

® Valencia for coaJinnatíon. fence Committee crystallzation

In Genoa, recently, when the 
diisk was falling the walls wcre 
suddenly covered with huge slog­
ans, “ Dowii with the Duce, Long 
live Anti-Fascist Spaiti, Down 
with Fascism” .

Immediateiy the authoritie.s or- 
dered that all lights be tiirned 
off, and under cover sqilads were 
sent out to eleau the slogans off 
the walls.

Apparently, howerever, as fast 
as ene slogan was removed, ano­
ther api>eared. In fact those re.<- 
ponsihle for chalking up the ori­

ginal slogans took advantage of 
the order of darkness to eontinue 
their work.

The authorlties gave it all up 
in despair. Blit the next day many 
arreats were made in working 
class dlstricts.

Meanwhile stories continué to 
reaeh the outside o f constantly 
inereasing unrest. It is reported 
that aii Itallun Ilegiment nniti- 
iiled and that 200 menibers were 
shüt. Unrest is said to be wide- 
spread in lajmhardy and Pied- 
mont
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TROUBLE IN THE FASCIST
REARGUARD

The London Times o f May 24th, 
the arch-conservatlve organ o í  the 
English bourgeoisie, the real top- 
hat boys, publishes an articie 
from  its Seville correspondent. 
Usually in reading the Times re­
porte OH Spain one has to remem- 
ber that the gentlemen of the 
Garitón Club have high blood 
preasures and the Franco pólice 
have prisons to fill wlth daring 
joumalists. This time it looks 
as if a  fraction- muat be at Work 
somewhere. Anyway, let the Ti­
mes man have air.

A  War-VVeary I^nd

Under this sub-title the articie 
gees straight to the point, thua: 

"The halcyon days are over. 
Much water has flowed past the 
bows o f the Italian prison ship in 
the Guadalquivir since General 
Franco’s  rapid advance on Bada­
joz, his irruption into the Tagus 
valley and his triumphal march 
up-river to the waUs of Madrid. 
Gone, too, are the days of patient 
and qptimistlc waiting throughout 
the long winter months, when the 
rain, mist and snow, according to 
the insurgent Press and wireless, 
alone held up the advance. Spring 
carne in fltfuJly, and the hammer- 
blow at Malaga followed. Na- 
ticnaliat hopes flared up, remain-

ed suspended for a perlod, and 
then curved gradually downward. 
The expected foUow through to 
Almería never carne. The plann- 
ed offensáve towards the shrine o f 
the Virgen de la Cabeza and Jaén 
had to he abandoned in favor of 
a hurriedly constructed defensive 
line between Pozoblainco and Pe- 
uaroya. And on the Madrid front 
the decisión was postponed once 
more. The Jarama cffensive, de- 
signed to cut the main highway 
between Madrid and Valencia, 
succeeded in embarrassing com- 
municatica with the capital.
But to people who remembered 
the spectacular triumphs c f  Trun, 
Badajoz, Toledo and Malaga, even 
partial success implied failure.

The greatest blow fell in mid- 
March. Nationalist propaganda 
had represented the Jarama of- 
fensive as a complete success. The- 
re remained only one more road 
still capable of feeding Madrid, 
the secondary r o a d  passing 
through Guadalajara. With the 
seizure c f  Guadalajara, the invest- 
ment would be complete and the 
fall o f the capital through ex- 
austion inevitable."

ITALIAN LANDINGS

W ell to the fron t , but iiot a t the 
fron t.

The articie writer looks aroimd 
fo r  a minute to see if any falan- 
giats (o f whom he is clearly con- 
temptous) are snooping around 
and decides to go on:

"B y the beginníng of March 
reinforcements had arrived, most 
o f them from abroad. Through­
out the winter Italian troops were 
landed at Cádiz and Algeciras 
wlth arma, ajnmunition, artillery 
and transport. The earlier arri- 
vala were taken in their big Fiat 
lorries, adorned with slnister ins- 
criptiona glorlfying Signor Musso- 
linl and Death, and thrown into 
the attack o<n Malaga, where re- 
putations gained in Abyssinia we­
re enhanoed in the Coastal sierras. 
When the operation was complet- 
ed a number were dispatched to 
poínts (MI the long, broken front 
curving from Pozobla/nco through 
Andujar and Granada to Motril. 
The reat were wlthdrawn to Se-

ville and together with later arri- 
vals (the last considerable Italian 
detachment landed towards the 
end of February) were then moved 
up to the north and concentrated 
in the neighborhood of Soria and 
Siguenza. The final "assault" on 
the capital began".

W orrled?

After a few dlsplays of courtesy 
to the fascist authorities the Ti­
mes man once more opens fire;

"Something had gone wrong. 
General Queipo de Llano explained 
on the wireless that for technical 
reasons the advance had been held 
up before Trijueque; that a short 
pause would be necessary to con­
solídate the positicns capturad and 
straighten out Unes o f communi- 
cation. Soon aftenvards he ad- 
mltted that Brihuega, garrisoned 
after its capture by a "handful of 
civil guarde’ ’, had been evacuated 
owing to its unfavorable strategic 
positlon. From that day, the subj- 
ect of Guadalajara was quietly 
dropped".

ÍXIMPLAINTS MANV AND 
VABIOT'S

cording to the correspondent, huí I 
though mixed they were all bad, I 
First, he saya that fascist propa-| 
ganda has always laid great em- 
phasis on the extent and enormityl 
c f  foreign intervention on thf] 
behalf o f the government. Thíl 
means, o f course, the huge fleeul 
of bombing planes gladly despl 
atched by Comrade Edén and üiej 
massive batteries effered hy com-| 
rade Rooselvet! Then he saya: 

"The stubbom resistance of the I 
enemy to the Italian infantry in-1 
evltably raised the question in tbe | 
minds o f the civil population: I 
Have we been misled? While the 1 
“ backs to the wall” propaganda of 
the Republicans had steeled their 
supporters to stenn endeavor, in­
surgent propaganda tended to soí | 
ten theirs by prophesying easy and I 
early success. The result is dia-1 
quieting, most of all in- Andaluaia."

ABSENCE OF COMBATIVITV

Naturally all Spain is behind 
Von Franco, though the support I 
is rather negativo in character he 
finds it necessary to explain: 

“There is a great deal of uin- 
seemly nervousness whenever it ; 
is rumored that a new class h 
about to be called to the Colors.”

RADIO-SEVILLA

<L{

A  sliial) in a k o h n is .

BANKBirPTCV APPROACH- 
ING?

The consequecces of the Guada­
lajara dlsaster were mixed, ac-

Difficulties of a material klix̂  
aLso hinder the victory of "la^
and order", lack of manufactured
goods, for instance:
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ITV
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“Thoug’h Italian textile manu- 
facturers stepped inío the breach 
created by the stoppage of trade 
with Catalonia, they are now find- 
ing difficulty iti coUecting pay- 
ment,"

But thts was not the only type 
of difficulty. “Pardonable exuber- 
ance on the part of the Moors and 
Legionaries retunilng írom  the 
íront led to progressively earlier 
closing of the bars, cabarets, and 
dance—halls a proceas that waa 
accelearted by the arrival of the 
qulck tempered Italians.” Possibly 
it was not merely a queation of 
quick temper, for. “ Many of the 
Italiaiis had previoualy been sta- 
tioned in Abyssinla, They brought 
with thetn habita acqmred in that 
couRtry. They assumed too readily 
that the Spaniard waiS a poor 
íighting man and made little at- 
tempt to hlde that aesumption. 
^ d , as a result, a certain grim 
satisfaction was felt when the 
news of the retreat from Brihuega 
^read. Dislike was spiced with a 
touch of anger and contempt.’ ’

THH OLD OLI> STOKY

Like Primo de R ivera/ "^rafnco 
claúns that he has put an etíd to 
the anarchy of the Popular Front 

The Times man repeats this 
gag: “Tjie dominance o f the Casa 

Pueblo and the trade unlons", 
(CSieeked by Wholesale massacre 
Oí the working clasa.) "The arbi- 

decisions o f the labor tri- 
’ (Which Insisted on wage 

“■̂ tes being observed.) “The bands 
'̂ í stuTdy beggars.” !! I “The inac- 
tioíi o f the pólice." (Which usual- 
y  failed to arrest fasclst guninen.)

these factors that made life 
^*ays difticult and sometimes 

gerous under the short rule of 
® 5’rento Popular are still me- 
°^es of the recent paat.”

^^Thia represents the sum total of 
p ® '^'^plaánts against the Frente 

(k>vemment. Every com- 
will

honored objecUcms ralsed by 
the Tv,„

nouroughiy-confortable and 
 ̂ hourgeols C a f e  Loungers 

*t every Progressive govem- 
to gives even more valué

testimony o f the London 
Correspondent. Atta Boy!

A SOVIET MILITARY SPECIALIST ON THE 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE JARANA BATTLES

(C ontinuad from  page I.)
centrated on the Plnto-Valdemo- 
ro line, composed of three or four 
reglments, or eight or nine thou- 
sands men, with a support o f at 
least a battalion of tanks and 
about 50 or 60 pieces o f artillery, 
attacked a sector which for a long 
period had not been in action, and 
which was weakly defended".

This first attack waa partly

rama. They advanced four or five 
kilometers, effectuated a second 
Crossing of the Jarama River to 
the South o f San Martin, and ap- 
prcached the Pingarron heights.

On the 13th and 14th of Fe- 
bruary, mEissing their reserves on 
the left bank of the Jarama, the 
rebels carried out a new thrust 
towards Arganda and Morata. The 
14th of February with a concen-

THE MAP OF BLASTED HOPES

C en era l s tra teg ic  plan o f  fa sris t  :>tt«ck again st >ladri<l.

crowned with success. The rebels 
advanced in three dlrections, to 
the North towards Vaciamadrid, 
to the South towards Cienvpozue- 
los and in the center towards San 
Martín de la Vega. However, the 
Republican command, during the 
rebel plan, sent reinforcements in- 
to the threatened sector. After the 
taking by the rebels o f Vaclama- 
drid, Ciempozuelos and San Mar­
tin the counter attack began on 
the 9th o f February on the Va­
ciamadrid line. where the Manza­
nares bridge was retaken. “On 
the llth  or 12th o f February, 
continúes Golubev, “and synchro- 
nized with the arrival o f reinfor­
cements the rebel command di- 
rected its efforts towards the east 
in order to become masters of tfia 
Valencia road between Arganda 
and Perales. On the llth , after 
Intense artillery preparation tlie 
rebels succeeded in passing the 
Jarama River between Vaciama­
drid and San Martin with a forcé 
of five battalions and a tank 
corps. On the 12th in spite of Re­
publican counter-attacks the fas- 
cists succeeded in broadenlng their 
Unes on the left bank of the Ja-

trated attack o f five or six bat- 
talions. 30 or 40 tanks and sup- 
ported by intense artillery fire, 
the rebels succeeded in advancing 
several kilometers along a six or 
seven kilometers front and in ap- 
proaching the Valencia highway. 
Nevertheless powerful counter- 
attacks supported by artillery and 
tanks stopped the rebel advance 
and pressed them back ahnost to 
their original positlons".

Government troop.í ber/in terrific 
counferattack.

The rebels showed no initiative 
on the loth of February and their 
right flank, was repulsed without 
serious effort. That day's action 
proved, according to  Golubev, that 
the rebel shock troops under Or- 
gas were exhauated and incapable 
o f achieving success.

After having descrifaed the 
campaign of the second group of 
rebel forces attacking on the Gua- 
dalajara line, Golubev deais with 
the Republican counter-attacks 
which began on the 17th of Fe­
bruary. On the 21st the Republ­

ican forces reached the Jarama 
near San Martin, endangering the 
faseist right flank. On the 22nd 
and 23rd the loyal forces advan­
ced two or three kilometers. A 
furious attack was oipened by the 
fascista on the 24th o f February 
with the intention o f improving 
the position of their right flank, 
but this waa nullified by the lo- 
yalist counter-attacks. Later go- 
vermnental counter attabks, while 
they did not succeed in render- 
ing the faseist right ñank unten- 
able, definltely put an end to the 
enemy’s initiative.

In terminating his account, Go­
lubev expressed his opinión con- 
cerning the campaign as a whole. 
He shows that the rebel objective 
has not been achieved. The fasc- 
ist advance has created certain 
comparatively unimportant diff- 
iculties for traffic along the Va­
lencia road, but it has not made 
things any easíer for the fascists. 
Tbeire own Madrid front is prov- 
isioned by two routes only, o f 
which one, that of Avila, is threat­
ened by Republican forces, which 
occupled Robledo during the Ja- 
raraa battles.

Finally, in a brief appreciation 
o f the rnilitary valué of the re­
spective forces the Soviet techn- 
ician draws attentlon to the trem* 
endous powers o f counter-attack 
fpossessed by the Governmental 
troops.

THE SPANISH AM- 
BASSADOR AT GENEVA

1/^

yU .V A R E Z JD lil, VA VO
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SWISS PEOPLE BEHIND 

SPAM SH REPUBUC

BKAZII^IAN' AMBASSADOR 
RESPONl>S TO PBESSLBE

BockH-ell Kent, celebrated artist, 
headed a delesation representing 
various organisations, who protes- 
ted agaiiist the aroJi sentence 
passed on Braziliaii leader Carlos 
Prestes. The ainbassador offlcially 
promised tbat a commissioii would 
be allowed to visit Prestes and 
the other politlcal prisoners.

Kf:SIGNATION OF THE 
GOVERNMENT

The Tokio government resigned 
recentiy. The anti ffovernment par­
tios have eonstitued a bloc. The 
military, howeter are active, and 
demand an even more pro-fascíst 
güvemment.

W e have recelved the followlng 
telegram, which we are pleased to 
publiah.

Regret shortness of stay 
oompels me to sond written 
greetings to all friends of 
Spain espeoialiy my íellow 
Amerírans in International 
Brigade and hospital units 
I.«ng Live the Spanish Re- 
public. —  NORMAN THO- 
MA8.

THE FIVE Y EA R  PLAN BANK STRIKE

Organized by the Assoeiation of 
Friends o f the Spanish Kepublio, 
a huge meeting was held which 
was attended by more than 2.000 
peopie tbat imanimously adopted 
a resulutíon in support o f Spanish 
Demoeracy. The resoiution says: 

"Two thousand wiss citizens 
United in the Victoria Hall of Ge- 
neva express their indignatioti of 
the criminal bombardements of 
the civilian population o f Spain 
hy the Hitler and Mussolini avla- 
tors. We demand a  complete 
ehange of attitude of the govem- 
ment of Switzerland toward Spain. 
We urge that the Spanish Go- 
^erument be energetically defen­
ded against all those who are at- 
terapting to destroy it. We appeal 
to all those who belleve in demo- 
oracy aJid to the working class 
to prepare to strengthen the vic- 
tory o f the Spanish peopie, en- 
couraging unity o f all Hepublican 
forcea and giving organized aid.”

In the summer sowings, 25% of 
the land had already been sown 
by last May. The S ta te  collective 
farms fillcd the plan for the year 
to 63%. The Kolkovs sowed 71 
million heetares of land as against 
60 millions last year.

The clerks of the Casablanca 
Cütnraercial bank, Moroceo, have 
gon3 on strike for a rise in salary, 
and have occupied the prcmises. 
II i8 remarkabie that the bank 
clerks, last to take part In the so­
cial movemcnt, should go on 
strike,

T H E  B A R B E R  S H O P

,

h .

--*.1

Cleanlin&BS in  (h e rou^h.

<*el(íns (he

ON THE AMERICAN 
FRONT

STEEL B.ATTLE ON

Ninety-thousand stel wojken,| 
under the Committes for Iiidus.] 
trial Organization, waiked out oí] 
strike when steel “bosses" refuseil 
to come to terms with the SteedI 
Workers’Organizing Committec.1 
The strike is spread over 5 stats| 
taking in 16 cltJes.

Embarrassed by the fact that I 
some big steel plants have signeíl 
agreements, “ Independent”  -\iiK-1 
rican firms, producing 40 per cent 
o f the country's steel, are prepar I 
ing for a fight to a finish wltli | 
the C. I. O.

President Murray, Pittsburghj 
C. I. O. chief, has exposed the tacti 
that crimináis and notorioiu| 
gangsters are bclng used as strike. 
breakers. The steel plants have I 
on hand large supplies o f tear gas 
bombs, :Dia«hine-guns, and rifle» 
whieli are placed at the disposal 
o f the poUce-defenders o f “law I 
and order” . Large, supplies of fooí I 
for the scabs who are being fof' I 
ced to remain inside the plante 
during the strike are being stored I 
One of them is reported to have 
bought reírigerators. beds, Unen, 
and other needs for the long sieg#.

In Ciiicago 5 steel strikers vvere 
kitled by poiiee; many more wei« 
injured in clashes on the pirket | 
line. IVlass pickets around th«' 
plants demanded the immodiate I 
arrest of the perpertrators of th* 
crimes, and the immediate ova-1 
cuation of the strlkebreakers.

Sotne Steel plants have resorted 
to dropping o f food by airplaiie t» 
their “ loyal”  warkers jailed with' | 
in the plants.

MORE GERMAN WOKKEJiS 

OONDEMNED

For the first, the Germán pre^ 
has l>een eompelled to admit 
exlstence o f numerous triáis , 
Germán werkers who are accu»*^ | 
of sympathising with Republic»® I 
Spain. It is annouiiced from Kafl" I 
smhe that the tribunal of the 
town has sentenced E. KenimP 
to 14 mnnths hard labor, and 
A. Dingler to 6 montlis imprison' 
nient.
These two workers were accnsed 
of having wished to got to 
drid to enroll In the loyaUst riink* 
to fight against International fo*' 
cism.
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