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TheVOLUNTEER

FOR LIBERTY

THE POLICY

During Gie whoie course of the
Civil War and invasiéon of Spaan
no questlon has been put more
frequently than the following;
Whbat i3 the basis of the Britiah
Cnvenunent's poliey towards
Spain? Again and again the att;n
tensioén has been drawn to the ap-
parently glaring paradox that an
‘ttperialist power whose most
vital interest demanda the keep-
>ng of control over the Mediteir-
toean ahould permit Italy and
Cermany to threaten of take that
control irom it. And with Italy
“**talled in the Balearic Islanda

Germany with powerfiU inter-
«sts in Spain and the North Coast
Africa oppoaite Glbraltar (Ceu-
the threat would become an
~®«wnplUhed fact. Or agaan,
~C8 it ia evident that the fascist
~tors are attempting to sur-
found BYance with a ring of anti-
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spftnitih City. PALMA DE MALLOIM'A is now

democratic powers (a fascist
Spain, Germany and Italy), why
does not the British Government
safe-guard its oid and posslbly
future aJly? To answer this qu-
estion we must begin by asking
two more. What is the British
policy? and what is the National
Government doing at home?

TWO TYPES OF POLICY

The flrst is a policy of so-called
Non-IntervenUon which in effect
has been connivanoe at ItaJoGer-
man Intervention.

The aecond has been Mediatlon.
The haif-hearted and soon aband-
onad attempt to dlsolve the whole
struggle between foreign fascism
and democracy in Spain. In this
t3T>e of policy can be included the
attempt to withdraw “non-Spanlsh
combatanta”.
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IMPERIALISM
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x-Jon-Interventlon was undoubt-
edly a British invention, forced
upon France, whose Popular Front
Government in July 1936 asked
London whether it would support
France in the invent of war break-
ing out as a reault of the Blum
Government alding Spain. The
answer was that the French Go-
vernment sould expect no aid
from the British Government.

It must be noticed that the
British Govemement has persis-
tently striven to inelude the vio-
lating powers, Italy and Germa-
ny, wlthin the machinery of Non-
Intervention, knowing perféctly
well that they would break their
word. Today, after the bombard-
ment of Almeria, the British Go-
vernment ia sUIt negotiation with
Hitler and Mussolini to bring them
back into the Control Committee
which they have left in an effort
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to provoke war. In other words,
the British Government is prepa-
red to tolérate any criminal hy-
pocrisy provided no public decla-
ration of war in made.

At a certain stage mediatlon
between Franco and the Spanish
Government is proposed. This fan-
tastic idea must have some sig-
niflcance: what is it? Is it the
desire to put off a decisive evemt
and by causing a State of stagna-
tlon and indecisi<ai to gain time
or to shelve the whole issue?
Does it represent a desire to avoid
a world out-break by persuading
Hitler and Mussolini to withdraw?
If 30, then it is pouring a spoon-
ful of oil on a raging ocean. Ne-
vertheless, though Its policy is
actuaJly ADVANCING the out-
break of war, it appears that the
British Government is PLAYINO
FOR TIME.

(Continued en page 6)
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Pension law for defenders of

democracy enforced by
New Government

The “GACETA DE LA REPU-
BLICA" f-or May 21, 1937, No. 141
publishes the followlng decree:

"Because the emergency beco-
mes more pressing daily and be-
cause the legal decrees coneem-
ing the rights of those who are
fighUng for the People and for
the Republic’s cause have not been
onforoed and because the rules of
procedure for obtaining penaions
have not been made pubUc, the
following has been decreed;

Pollowing an agreement arrived
at in the Council of Ministers, and
after a motlon by the Preaident,
the following has been decreed;

Arficze 1,—All personnel within
the cadres cf the armed unities of
the Defense of the Republic
against mihtary rebellion, as well
as the civllian fuactionarles which,
wlthin the same condltions liave
or will be rendered invalid after
July 17th, 1936, within the terms
and circumstances spedfied by
articles 62, 63, and 64 of the
Statute of Pensiona in forcé, shall
have the right to receive a pen-
sion, the amounts spedfied by the
mentioned articles and by Art. 60
and 61 of the same Statule in re-
lation to the one which stipulates
the salary of 10 pesetas pay for
sddiers and corporals, volunteera
and milicias not Inciuded in the
regular army payroll.

Article 2—The corps, unlts or
dependents within which they shall
have rendered their servioes, those
afflicted by invalidity or disabled,
shall be careful to continué to
keep on their respective payrolls
the Aames of the above mentioned
cases until those interested shall
have presented the legal papers
of procedure here in described:

a) Request to the Director of
the Public Defat and of PensioJis
to solicit the pension.

b) A certlficate made by the
chlef of the Corps or Unit in
which the interested person was
serving or in the supplementary
case mentioned in article 2 of the
War Ministery Circular of Octo-
ber 4, 1936. In this certiflcate
there shall be described the war
event in which the wound was
i-eceived and also the salary re-

cdved by the presumptive in-
valid.

c¢) A medical certificate accre-
diting the invalid with the injur-
ies claimed.

Article 4—The presentaUon of
the above described file shall be
suffieient for the Finance Trea-
sury to inelude him in the pay-
rolls of the Pension Funds with
the same pay they received when
in active service, and starting
with the date of exclusiéon from
the original army unity,

Article 5—The Direction of the
Pensién Fund shall take cogni-
sance of the files as described in
article 4 and shall act according
to the rule established by the Pen-
siona Laws of September, 15, 1932.

Article 6.—The Decree of Au-
guat 11, and the supplementary
orders shall be considered supple-
mentary of this law with tho
exception of the food pensién no-
ted in article 4 of the order pre-
viously mentioned.

Article 7.—The President of the
Ministeris Council and the Minis-
ters of National Defense, Interior,
Flnances and Economy shall ea-
tabllsh the rules for its enaetment.

Valencia on May 19, 1937.—Ma-
nuel Azafia, President of the Re-
public.—Juan Negrin, President of
the Council of Ministers.”

GENERAL MOLA

|e

Ib-'s jirettIM no lhat he'a got
wing’s.

ALL
RIGHTS MUST

INTERNATIONAL

BE RETURNED

TO SPAIN

A group of European working
claas leaders have written a ma-
nifesté asklng the end of fascist
aggression,

A group of personalities well
known in the Internationa! Labor
Movement now in Spain, and
among whom are; Julius Deutsch,
Austrian; Lulgi Gallo, and Pletru
Nennl, Italiana; Jean Delavigne,
Belge; Fraacois Blllous, French
and Franz Dahiem and Eeinrich
Kuttner, Germ€£ins, have issued a
manifest6 which we publish here
and which was the result of the
dangerous sltuatlon provoked by
the bombardment of Almeria.

“The bombardment of the open
City of Almeria by the German
warships, has proved that Inter-
national Control is only a fraud
on the part of the Fascist Go-
vernnoents. The International si-
tualion has reached a dangerous
point of tension. The fact that
the fascist States have decided to
no longer participate in the Con-
trol proves that, after veiled inter,
vention they are getting rcady to
carry out open war actions on
Kepubllcan Spain, provoldng the-
reby a serious war dauger for all
Europe.

In face of this, we feel obUged
to declare that we are in every
way on the slde of the Spanlsh
workers, which in their last ap-
peals have demonstrated that they
will remain United in the futur<',
as they have In the past, in their
fight against the faselst rebels,
for the defense of liberty and for
the independence of Spain.

These parties and organisatlons
have asked the international wor.i-
ers movement to strengthen their
solidarlty towards Republican
Spain with vigilant actions. Thesi-
actions, if properly carried out
can be as profltable on the poli-
tical arena as they have been on
the humanitarian fleld.

We hope that workers organi-
/ations and all other anti-fascist
forcee of the World will give evi-
dence of the same cohesion and
of the same indestructible unity
in the fight against fascism, and
we remind the workers that their
goals have never been reached
except thru their own efiorts.

The realizatlon of this unity can

end the vacilations and the equi-
vocal moves of the govemments
which are in contact with the Po-
pular Front Government of Spain.
We ask them to concéntrate aii
their forcee towards obtaining the
following:

1. The wlthdrawal of Germéan
and Itallan warships from Spanish
waters.

2. The end of all blockade
against Repubiican Spain.

S. To end the foreign interven-
tion in Spain and to strongly op-
pose fascist govemments from in-
iTeasing their jntervention.

4. To retum to Spain all its
International Rights.”

m\ peaceful titile «treet in Almeria,
now a shamhle-i.

i;. S.OPINION STILL GROWTNG

The Spanish Amba.ssador In
Washington, Sefior De Los Rios,
States that in North America, es-
pecially in the United States, piiblir
opinién in support of the Spanish
Republic is growing stronger day
by day.

SPANISH SHIP RELE.-VSED

The Washington Court of Ap-
peals has judged that the Spanish
Merchant Shilp “Novemar" is the
property of the legitimate Spa-
nish Government and has ordered
the Brooklyn uuthorities to Im-
mediately set It free.
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As one of the measures taken
to prevent a repetltlon of the rec-
eot disgraceful events ia Catalo-
nia, the Govenunent on June 4th
disolved the Patrullas de Control
(The Control Patrola). Some ex-
jdanation of this znay be useful.

After the July days Street vigi-
lance and the control of Communi-
cations were necessarily In the
hands of the Popular Front orga-
nizations. While effective. there
'vas naturally little organization
of the Work, wlth the result that
far too much man and rifle power
was used. Barcelona, long after all
dajiger had passed, appeared full

I-OIS COMPANYS, Fresldent oi the
Goneralltat of Catalonia, a stanncl;
filend on the Popular Front.

Of an armed poulation. Rifles ne-
vertheless wcre lacklng at the
frontl Pinally, in order to regula-
% this Work, in October the Ge-
herality created the Patrullas in
which were representatives of all
Pkrties On the whoile this was a
diatinct improvement.
Unfortunately, naany eiements
Were admitted who bore no loyaity
to the Popular Front Government;
Trotskyites, incontrollables, and
other (lisruptera. The result was
that there were grave abuses in
oertain distriets. As a result of
these and of the dimInished utility
Of the Patrols masses of people
to demand their suppres-
®on, Some of these patrols even
Played an active part in the fasc-
*®t and counter-revolutionary rls-
'og of May 6.

THE VOLUNXEER FOR LffiIERTY

THE GOVERNMENT TAKES ACTION
IN CATALONIA

THE PABTIES REACT
AGAINST PATROLS

On May 15, therefore, the Ple-
Eum of the United Socialist Party
demanded their suppression. Pre-
viousiy, that party’s delegates had
been withdrawn; the U. G. T. had
aiready done the same. Then the
Elsquerra (Cataian Left Repubii-
can Party) ordered its representa-
tives to withdraw because on the
morning of the rising "the patrols
received orders frankiy hostile to
the Governmen". (Who gave these
orders ?)

Meanwhile the special judge ap-
pointed to enquire into the events
of May 6 had been compeUed to
disolve individual patrols. For ins-
tance, on the 23rd of May the Jun-
quera Patrol on the French border
was abolished. In this regién some
of the Patrols were working in
conjuEction: with terrorist bands,
as at Orriol where the same judge
arrested i men who had taken
part in the murder of 17 innocent
people, moslly peasants who had
objected to such things a3 forced
colleotivization. This band had te-
rrorized a whole regién, the villa-
ges of Orriol, Viiahur, Calabuig
and Bascara. At a house called
Hostal de Dalt (The Upper Inn)
a largo store of modern arms was
discovered.

At Puigeerda this judge also
unearthed a whole arsenal of
21 rifles of unspecified type, 79
Remlngtons, 2€ Mausers, 20 Musk-
ets, 26 Winchesters, 49 Garbines,
384 Shot-guns, 126 hand grenades,
11 boxes of rifle ammunition, 74
cases of dynamite, 4.000 percus-
sion caps, a case of machine gun
belts, two sub-machine guns and
a mortar. The types indicate that
this material had been stolen from
the Aragén Front which the Trot-
skyites say has been starved of
arms by the Valencia Government
acting on the orders of Moscow!

THE LAST STKAW

Then, during the Govemment’s
search for arms in Barcelona the
provocative role of the patrol was
put beyond doubt. Assault guards,
while searchlng a house for lllegal
arms, were shot at by members
of a patrol. The National Guard
who protested at an illegal house
search by a patrol was murdered.
Other crimes finally di~usted
even their last supporters. WIith
the people hating the incontrolla-
bles of the "control”, with res-
ponsible organizations Ilke the
U. G. T., the Esquerra, and the
Ufnited Socialist Party denounc-
ing them, the Government disolv-
ed the coimter-revolutionary unlts
on June 4th.

VICENTE XIKIBE and AI.VAREZ DEL VAYO, two stronK «uaraiitees «f
prupre'i» and dcmorracy in the New (ioveriinicnt.

AXTONIO SESE, General Secrctary
uf the XI. G. X. of Catatonia, <nur.
dered by pro-fasclst elemente.

FASCIST ("ABINET I'LOT SPOI-
LEU

According to news from rebel
Spain. June 7, was to be the day
that a Goveriuneiit preslded by
General Mola was to be institu-
ted. This government was to be
formed under the oath of General
Franco, chief of Nationallst >Spaln,
without waiting for the tall of
Bilbao.

The ex-Count De Rodezno, for-
mer leader of the Carliit Party,
was to have the l'ortfolio of Ad-
nunistrator of Foreign Affalrs.

The accomplishment of this
scheme was prevented by the
“unfortunate” death of the "be-
loved" General Mola, and now it
appears that in vlew of iiidigiiant
pressure by foreign countries to-
ward the latest fascist atrocities
the fomiation of this illegal ca-
binet will not take place, at least
not at this time. The new chief
of the fascist at Burgos is Ge-
neral Jordana, a fascist politlcian,
bed-mate of Hitler and Mussiilini.

COLLECTS CO.M.MISSION

From rellable sourees it is lear-
ned that the rlch bunker, Juan
March, arrlved at Gibraltar a few
days ago after having raised
390.000.000 franca for Kraneo
abroad. Collecting first bis com-
missioii, ho turned tbe balance
over to his stooge, Franco.



The Spanish field workers and
peasantry are on the eve of the
climax of the airicultural year,
the reaping, threshing and win-
nowing of the wheat crops. Upon
the successful carrying out of this
Work, undertaken at the end of
June and throughout July, not
only the prosperity of the field
workers dependa but the welfare
of the anti-fascist army and the
futura of Spain.

Before describing the measurea
taken- by the Popular rFont Go-
vernment to assiat this work it
may be interesting to know how
harvesting is done in Spain, Natu-
rally there are many grades of
technlque in use from the most
modem to the most primitive. As
a general rule the methods will
be quite different from those used
in the States or in Great Britain.

To begin wlth reaping. Large
collectives and cooperativee will

THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY

THE ANTI-FASCIST FIGHT ON THE WHEAT FIELOS

possess reaping and binding ma-
chinery, mostly imported from
abroad, but a very large part of
this Work will be done by sickle
and scythes. The comrades of the
transport sevice may see the scy-
the and eradle in use; with this
tool a deft movement of the wrist
leavea the wheat in a neat pile
ready to be gathered into sheaves,

THB THBESHING FLOOR
SURVIVES

It is in the threshing that the
greatest difference is lo he seen.
To begin with the most primitive
tool, the flall. All comrades will
know what this Is, in principie
two sticks of wood with a flexible
joint of leather or chain with
which the wheat is beaten, This
however is not much in uae in
Spain. Almost as primitive Is the
“trillo", the oldest from of which

Ls still widely In use, particularly

BEHIND THE

LINES

in the great mountain chalnswhich
are the feature of the Spanish
landscape. The trillo is a kind of
sledge on the underside of which,
instead of runners, are rows of
Sharp flints embedded in the
wood. (The artlst has had a ahot
at drawing a trillo and a scythe
and eradle.! More modera exam-
ples have blades of metal, whlle
trillos of industrial manufacture
are fairly comiron. These are in
principie the same but have ranks
of Sharp edge Steel dises or wheels
instead of flints or blades. Thresb-

ing machinery also exista.

THE MEANING OF A PHRASE

The manner of using the trillo
is simple. Wheat is thrown on to
the era or threshing floor and the
trillo is drawn round and round
by an ox, horse or a mulé (or
yokes of themi thus cutting up

the whole stalk and head into a

Summer ivork on wheat fleids. no longer uncler the lash of the liindlords iiiul for their profit.

/\4'

--tii'fih.l

A “trillo” and oradle scythe.

mixture of chaif and grain. The
biblical phrase “Thou shalt not
muzzle the ox that treadeth the
“com" refera to just this opera-
tioo. It is posslble that comrades
will already have notlced the
"eras” or threshing floors. They
look like small dancing floors and
in fact during village feasts are
oftea used for this purpose. Usua-
Ily circular, they may have a
floor of beaten earth or of brick
paving or fine cobbles and very
ofben are surrounded by a low
Wall, to prevent the wind blowing
directly onto the floor and about
the right height for taking a
breather.

During the operation of thresh-
ing the long stalks are raked out
by women or chiidren and from
time to time the ahort chaff and
grain are swept aslde. This mixti.-
re is then flung into the air for
the wind to sepéarate, this opera-
tion being usually done by women.
Motor-driven winnowing plant was
gradually coming in, but was
usually too expeasive for the pea-
santry.

It Is to this back-ground then,
that the effort of the government
and the Popular Front Parties
must be reiated.



THE COMMUNIST PARTY
MAKES A CALL

On the 8th of June the Natio-
nal Agrarian Commission of the
Comraunist Party issued a 8tir-
ring appeal to the Popular Front
masses, from which we take the
followlng; “Comrades, we are on
the eve of the gathering of the
wheat harvest, In conjunctlon
with thia there goei a whole se-
ries of cajicrete measures to essu-
re the people. bread. The pre-
paratlon of the machlnery, clean-
hig of the grain stores, the creat-
ing of shock brigades to work all
neceasary hours in coropetitlon, the
opening of trenches or plowed
arcas to prevent spreading of fi-
res on the larger sown expanses,
and this in order to foil the in-
cendiary activities of the enemy
aviation; the helping of towns by
other towns, etc., in order that not

a single grain remaln ungatheaed

Kk

' Peasant-goldler, a common slffht
DOW.

that not a single arm remadi
in the rear-guard. Durlng
'shis campalgn In every town or
‘"Js-ge throughout

Municipal Cotinclls, the Agra-

Commattees,

loyal Spain,
Adminlstratlon
AN'tnmittees, Field Workers
Unions, CoUectives and Peasants

*ven*Perathes musi, get together
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Tn>Ical Caatlllan peasant.

to elabérate plans to guarantee
the gathering in of the wheat
crop. In all irnportant towns
Assistance Brigades must be for-
med to go tnto the countryside...”
In Madrid these shock brigades
have already begun to be organi-
zed. Groups of mechanics in par.
ticular are being collected to tend
the agricultural machlnery. To
bring all these operations into an
orderly plan, to insure the pea-
sants and field workers receiving
justice and a fair prlce, as well
as to conserve the grain in the
most efflcient way, the Minister
of Agriculture has issued a decree
signed by President Azafia and
dated June the 7th.
it is as follows;
Article 1. The Minister is aut-
horized to take over wheat crops

Summarized

on a basis of payment. The pro-
portion necesaary for seed will be
reserved, as also that required for
the collective or individual con-
sumption of the owners of the
crop.

Article 2. Enacts that the local
authorlties shall fumish
crops and atorage places and other

neceasary Information to the agri-

lista of

cultural authority of the reglén.

Article 3. Chiefs of agricultu-
ral departments will exerolse Ins-
pection in order that Article 2
,jihall be observed.

Article 4. All
wheat shall he authorized by per-

operations in

mita taken out from the agricul-

tural authorlties in purchasing re-
gions and presented for indorse-
ment to authorlties in selling re-
gions. Applications from Bas-
que and Catatan areas must be
made direct to the Minister of
Agriculture. No wheat may be
moved without permit.

ArUele 5.

ted to municipal supply commit-

Permita will be gran-

tees and official organisms. All
other bodies requiring special con-
cessions must apply to the Mi-
nister.

Article 6. Neither
fior municipal counclls shall pla-

provincial
ce taxes on wheat. Regulation
of wheat commerce is enUrely in
the hands of the Minister.
Article 7.
are annulled. The present law
shall be presented to Cortes {Par-

All other regulation

liament or Congress).

The Minister of Agri'uiture re-
cently declared that it was neces-
sary, in order to encourage pro-
duction, to guarantee to the gro-
wers that they shoull not be des-
poiled by "incontrollablcs”, and
that a fair price should be given
for produce. In thLs decree we
see that he has kept his word.
No more chaos in agriculture! No
more so called "socialization”
against the will of the peasants!

In this way the civilian popula-

The editor doe~ thlfl sometlmes for
awank.

tion and the army will be gua-
ranteed their bread without which
the Spanish people cannot defeat

the fascist invadere. All success

to the Minister of Agriculture!

NOTE

The printer of last week's
edltiun robbed 5.400 of the
meais. In the article “The
Developmeiit of the Peo-
ple’s .Army”, subchapter
“The beginnings of a Cen-
tral Intendencia” we inten-
ded to say that the Villecas
unit of the Communist Par-
ty supplled 6.000 medis a
day not 600. We ask rea-
ders to excuse spelllng mis
takes as the Spanish com-
rades who set up the “Vo-
liinteer” find the English
language more troublesome
than the readers find the
Spanish.

JEAN HARLOWE DIES
IN HOLLYWOOD

Jean Harlowe, well known mo-
tlon picture actress, d«ed in Hollj-
wood a lew days ago.

Although she was often com-
I>elled to act In insipid or even
reactionnary roles,

succeeded in relieving the horedoni

she alviajii

or vileness of the plot by superb
acting. Jean Harlowe was one of
that little buneh of actors, who
for years worked towards the
unionization oi the motion picture
industry. Before her death she
Baw the craft organized, and in

militant aetion.

BELGH'M (MH'EBNMENT GlI-

VES

The Van Zeeland Government
of Belgilim has just oontriblited
250.000 frailes to the Internatio-
nal Committes of the Cruz Roja
for the aid of Loyal Spain. In th>
past week more than 100 masa
moetings were held to expresa the
soUdarity of the Belgium workers
for the Spanish people.



THE POLICY OF BRITISH

(Continued from page 6)

VVHAT 18 IT UOING AT HOME?

The outstanding, mountainous
fact is that the British Govern-
ment is conductlng a terriflc re-
armament. In the course of the
next 5 yeara it proposea to spend
at leaat 10-500 million pounds or
42.000 million dollars! Xt wlll
spend 88 million pounds in 1937 on
the Air Forcé alone, while 14S
warahlps are at present in cons-
truction, 5 of them giant battle-
ships and 20 the most modem
type of cruiaer. British industry
is thus being converted in a start-
ling majiner a war basis, with a
consequcnt beem in engineering
stocks.

AGAINST WHOM IS THE BRI-
TISH UOVEKNMENT AKMING?

It is the British Empire which
the Government seeka to defend,
naturally, and principaily what
may be called the Great Line to
the Far East; that line of exploi-
tation which leads through the
Mediterraean Colonies and arcas
of influence, Palestine, Arabia,
Egypt and the Sudan, and on-
ward Past Kenya to the center
point of India, thence to East In-
dios, Borneo, New Guinea, the
Britisli interests in Malaya and
finally Siagapore and Hong-Kong
and the huge capital investments
in Southern and Central China.

The three danger points are
obviously the Far East, the Medi-
terranean, and the English Chan-
nel. The first no doubt has hitherto
been the mnat likely spot for an
outbreak of war, the English
Channol has certainly been the
most vital strategically. It beco-
mes more vital to control it now
that the war peril has so drama-
tically shifted to Europe, The
question, therefore, is who might
gain control of the Channel and
the Mediterranean and how can
that be avoided, according to the
British Government, until such
time as its rearmament la comple-
t-d?

BRITISH FOREIGN POUCV IN
POST WAR PERIOD

A brief analysis of this will
help US to answer the question
against whom is Britain arming.
It would have seemed most rea-
sunable for Great Britain to have

THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY

IMPERIALISM

flrmly supported a general policy
of International Disarmament and
collective security (but without a
great army and navy, how could
India and the Eastem possessions
be forced to remain In the Em-
pire?) This the British Govern-
ment has not done. It has done
the contrary. Pailing to strenghten
the League of Nations and faillng

LITV

Cbaniplon of a rogencrated and effoctlve

TOWAEDS THE U. S. S. R.
BOEDER.

Yet another paradox present It-
self, the fact that the British Go-
vernment and the British flnan-
cial oUgarchy has aided Germéan
rearmament and has pursued a
policy toward the Hitler Govern-
ment which has undoubtedly in-
creased its arroganee. Not only
dld Hitler find financial help in
the City, but the raaster trust Im-

INOF

l.eague of Nattona, Feared by

Hitler and Musaollci.

clsewhere to purstie peace poli-
cies. In 1931, for instance, the
United States Government twice
vainly approached the British Go-
vernment to get it to issue a joint
protest against Japanese aggres-
sion in Manchuria. The British
Government preferred to shlift the
Far Eastem war danger north-
wards, away from Hong-Kong, and

pirial Chemical Industry has sup-
plied Germany with the vital war
necesBlty nickel. Why has the
British Government taken this
line?

THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT S
FEAB OF COMMUXISM

Here lies the key to the con-
fusion and contradiction in the

foreign policy of the reactionary
British  bourgoisle. Whatsoever
problem emerges in the world it
is Communism which is at the
bottom of it. If the masses of In-
dia demand their liberty, it is
Communism. If there is trouhle in
the Far East, then the Commun-
ists are about to drench China in
lj'ood. The French Popular Front
Government is Communist, the
Spanish Government, above all
when it defends itself, is vyet
another mask for the Com.munist
Ferll, And above all, seeing and
hating the tremendous successes
of the Soviet Union, the British
Government tums toward Hitler
rs a dam to the Red Flood.

And yet there can be no doubt
that it was primarlly the fear of
Germéan rearmament which promp-
ted the British Goverament to its
pressent colosaal arms drive. Es-
pecially when Hitler and Goering
demand the restoratlon of former
Germén Colonies and begin to en-
tertain speculations such as ‘if
we had only a tiny fraction of the
British Empire." But there w:is
another outlet for Germéan Impe-
rialism, menttoned by Hitler at the
Nurenburg Congr&fxs of the Nazi
Party. The Ukralne.

And that provides the solution.
"Why not remove the peril of
Communism and the danger of
German Imperialism by encourag-
ing Hitler to attack the U.S.S.R.."™
This was the brilliant idea wliich
the British bourgoisie conceivsd.
Meanwhile, playing always lor li-
me, the British Government piles
up a crushing mountain of armt-
ment (crushing to tliose w'lio will
have to provide lGe proiiLs ar.d
the interests). The armaments rrn”
be necessary. If Germany attacks
the U. S. S. R. and is beatdn?...
Or if in the last resort the British
Government decides to go to the
aid of Hitler against the Moscow
terror?... Or if Hitler .stnkes j't
a spread-eagled and shaky Empi-
pe? In any case 10.-500 million
pounds inveated and ylelding pro-
fits will provide some comfort.
Therfore, for the present play for
time. Even if Spain be martyrized
because of a gightiess and blunde-
ring policy which actuaUy bring »
war nearer by strenghtening fas-
cism.

IS THERE -VLTEUNATIVE
POLICY?

Perhaps it was not simple con-
fusion that prompted the British
Government's Non - Intervention
policy. Aware of the canker at
the heart of British Capltalism,

Xi>i
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fortify thls and make a new

Glbraltar,

confronted with “dissension” in
thp Empire the Brltish Goveme-
Ment begran to look longiagly
at the appareat fascist solution
and to think that Democraiy
was ctajigerous, Democracy began
to look 2ike Communism; eape-
clally Spaniah democracy. The
Spaniah Popular Front Govern-
ment of February 1936, liberal ia
program, and without a single So-
ciallst or Communist among its
ministeas was yet another danger.
®”ring a European war would
break out before it was armed to
the teeth, yet fearing the Popular
<ot democracias as wvell, the
British Govemrnent adoptad its
Ptesent confused and disgraeeful
line towards Spaln. A Une which
“Mngs its own nemesis in the
®trengthening of Germéan and Ita-
han Imperlalisms,
Yet had the Western Democra-
taken a firm Une and given

Almeria. The footmarks of fasclsni.

the Spanish Government its righta
under the Covenant of the Lieague
of Nations there would have been
no World, war. and collectlve se-
curity would have recelved a
mighty access of atrength. Hitler
and Mussolini would not have
pitted themselves against a reso-
lute World. There was another
line. the Une of the Soviet Union
and Popular Front. The way of
democracy and peace.

It Is from thls stand point that
we must view the recent appeal
of the Spanish. Socialist and Com-
munist Party and the U. G. T.
To their respective Internationals
demanding unity of action in
defence of Spanish democracy. It
is not too late! If the world pro-
letariat, and with it the Progres-
sive mlddle classes, begln a sweep-
ing drive for a change of policy.
above all If the Labor Party, and
the Engush Trade Unions begin
such a campaign the British Go-
vernment may yet be forced to
ablde by the Covenant of the Lea-
gue of Nations and come to the
atd of Spain. The British Govern-
ment mlght even be driven out of
office. What will the Second In-
ternational and the I. F. T. U. do?

One thing is certain the Spanish
people will fight on, and with them
the true demoécrata of the Inter-
national Brigadea until the fas-
cist Invader ia defeated. On Span-
ish soli the freedom of the world
is being defended.

What do the Second Inter-
national and the I. F. T. U.
mean?

To the demands of Spanish dem-
o6crata for united action among
the three great Internationals De

THE
IN

The advancing movement of the
industrial workers in Britain has
suffered a severe blow as a result
of the settlement in the London
Busmens strike and the proposed
Minera General strike.

In both instances the workers
have failed to achieve their full
demands, but in the case of the
Haworth miners they have galned
recognltion of the M. P. G. B. and
by the fusion with the Spencer
Union the miners as whole are
in a stronger posltion to exercise
control over the Spencer officials.

The fight of the Raworth mi-
ners was weakened due to the
sectional character of the Miners
Pederatlon of Gt. Britain, the Fe-
deration being composed of Dis-
trict unions, one of which was the
Nottinghamshire Miners Union,
The strike has shown the serious
need for a single Union with cen-
tral policy.

The Busmens strike was ham-
pered at the outset by the refusal
of the E. C. of the Transport and
General Workers Union, to alow
the Tramwaymen to come out
alongslde the Busmen.

The decision of the E. C. in or-
dering the men back to work on
the vague possibilitles of a se-
ven and a half hour day, has
created great anger and dlsppoint-
ment among the men.

Despite these experienoes the
wave of unrest is rising. The Rail-

Brouckere of the Second Intern-
ational has replied that the Pres-
ident and Secretary have not the
necessary powers to adhere to the
Committee of United Action pro-
posed by Dimltroff.

It is the U. G- T. organ "Cla-
ridad”, in its number of the IOth
of June, which makes the foUow-
ing bitter conmient. “The IL.LF.T.U.
and the Second International are
boycotting all organlc and effic-
ient action on the part of the In-
ternational proletariat in favor of
RepubUcan Spaln.”

But this must not be allowed
to mcontinua, the cali must go out
again, from the Spanish mass or-
ganizations, from Ccanrade DImi-

troff, from every sincere demo-
crat in the three Internationals.
The Second International must

change its policy. The peace of
the world demands it. The mas-
ses demand it.

INDUSTRIAL

MOVEMENT

BRITAIN

way Companies have rejected the
men’s demands for increased wa-
ges and improved conditions. The-
re is a very strong feling among
the Railmen that the demands
should be taken to the National
Tribunal and if refused that strong
action ahoula be taken.

The Association of Postmasters,
the National Union of Clerks, the
International Textile Workers and
the Co-operativo Womens confe-
rence have all gone on record for
mthe 40 hour week.

The Silversmiths hawe won all
round wage increases whilst the
engineers, dockers. aircraft wor-
kers, Insurance officers and engi-
neers in the Chemical industry are
all advancing wage clalms.

The movement shows every sign
of developlng and has a rea] ba-
sis in the cost of living which has
risen since 1933 by 2s 4d. in the
pound and the terrific speed up
in industries, which has been in-

tensified in connection with the
national govemment's rearma-
ment programme.
LA
cl
Mi«tiT MISSOLIJil is iilisniutely
shameless.

YUGOSLAV STUDENT
PROTEST

Hundreds og Yugoslak stii-
dents demonstrated recently befo-
re a Belgrade hotel ocoupied by
tile German Government official
schemer, Yon Neurath, protesting
and shouting “Down with fas-
cism” and “Down with Hitlerism".

The poUce dispersed the demons-
trators and arrested a number oi
them.



The Fourteenth Congress of the
Communiat Party oi Gt. Britaia,
which was held recently, was one
of the most importajit ever held
in. the histoty of the Bidtlsh work-
ing class movement. Five hun-
dred delegates attended along
with many visitora frotn other
working class organisations.

The Congress was remarkable
from the outaet by its high note
of enthusiasm, which was parti-
cularly demonstrated when com-
rade D, F. Springhal, who was
wounded in the fighting on the
Jarama front, rose to move an
emergency resolution on the Spa-
nish struggle.

The Congress adopted a strong
note of conderanation of the Brl-
tish National Goveminent, which
in the terms of the resolution,
was “atternpting to reinforce
Franco's efforts to carry through
a blochade of Spanish ports”..
has consistently helped Franco
by Its support of the policy of
ncn-intervention and who togethe:
with Hitler and Muasolini is the
main accomplice of Franco”.

The Congress stated tbat the
“mediation” proposals of the Brl-
tish Govt- were designed to save
Franco from defeat and to d«-y
the legal rlghts of the Spanish
Democratlc  Government. The
Congress stressed the heavy res-
ponslbility which lay wupon the
leadership of the Labour Party
and Trade Union Congress for
having weakened the fight of de-
mocracy against the fasclst ons-
laught, by its support of the Go-
vernment policy of “non-interven-
tion” and refusal to undertake
any campaign in support of the
Spanish People.

A glowlng tribute was paid by
the Congress to the British Batta-
lion which it declared "has saved
the honour of the British workint/
class movement”.

The Congress emphaased its
complete solidarity with the ne.v
Peoples Front Govt. in Spain and
the policy which it has outUned
and shaiply condemned the Trots-
kyist P. O. U. M. for its attempt
to provoke armed warfare in the
rear "In the interests of Franco”.
J. R. Campbell aharply criticised
the I. L. P. for its support of the
P. O. U. M. exposing the I. L. P.’s
false analogies between the sltua-
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CONGRESS OF THE BRIT'SH BRITISH ABMY EEBER\1STS
COMMUNIST PARTY

tion in Barcelona and that of
Russla in 1917 during the Ke-
rensky period.

Campbell pointed out the hlisto-
rical and practical difference In
the two situations; Kerensky re-
presentad the fundamental forces
of Russian capltalism. Neither
the Government of Catalonia or
the Republic is Kerensky. They
represent the Popular masses and
the decislve influence is in the
hands of the working class orga-
nisations.

iThe fundamental forces of
Spanish capitalism are represen-
ted by General Franco!

aerial bombarclonent of
Valencia.

liter an

Harry Pollitt stated that “we
are seriously desirous of working
with the I. L. P. and every other
working class organlsatlon but
we cannot tolérate any longer a
situation where unlty is made the
cover for disruption and disinte-
gration”.

The Congress demanded free-
dom of trade for the Spanish Go-
vernment withdrawal of Italian
and German ships and troops, the
applicatloE of League Saactions
against the Fascists, material aid.
refuge for the Spanish children
and support for the British Bat-
~allon.

Greetings from the Congress
were sent to the British and
Irlsh comrades and to the Ame-
rican Battahon.

AND PAUESTINE

The annual conference o( uie
British Legion adopte<l a resolu-
tion expressing its dismay at the
lack of provision for the retiirii
to regular employment of reser-
vists who had recently been called
to the colours for Service in Pa
lestine. The mover of the resolu-
tion Canitain E. A. Jones stated
that it made him wonder at the
intelligence of the government de-
partments concerned in expecting
young men to join the colours
when they would not look after
the reservist* after a special job
of Work.

RESIXTS OF Mr. DUFF CO-

OPER'S RECRUITING CAM-
PAION

The results of Mr. Duff Co-
opePs reo.ruiting eampagn as sta-
ted in the House of Common” by
Mr. Hore Belisha, hls successor
are.

A defficlency in the regular ar-
my on May Ist this year of 34.670
as cotnpared with 11.7'55 a year
ago.

A defficlency in the territorial
army en May Ist was 49.634 as
oompared with 49.184 in the pre-
vions year.

D.AILY WORKER TIPS DEBBY
WTNNER

Cayton of the Daily Worker seo-
red a tremendous suceess by tip-
ping Mid-Day to win the Derby.
His seiection was made In the
same clear and unmistakable man-
ner which is a feature of the ad-
vice given in the worker’s paper.
The Daily Worker was the only
national daily newspaper to give.
>Ud-Day Sun. To cap it all Cay-
ton’s nap Waterbird also won.
This DouWe on the Tote was paid
out at 44 pounds for a unit stake.
Here’s Health!

On receiving the news of the
bombardment oi Almeria, the
London District of the C. P. im-
medlately organised a maas lob-
bying of M. P’s. at the House of
Commons and a great proteet de-
monstration in Hyde Park to be
followed by a march through
Central London.

DIANA (U. G. T.).—I”rra, 6. Madrid

RICH DODGE TAXES

In a preliminary report of an
investigation by the United Sta-
tes Treasury, Presideiit Rooseveit
reveais to flongress, that a “ml-
nority of very rlch individuais”
are deliberately evading taxatlon.
He asks that an end to this prac-
tice be inimediatcly put intn
effeet.

The latest World shahliig inventinn.
Kutter from coal bricks (for prole-

tarjaa consumption).

U. 8. WAE SHIP IN FLAMES

The "Ludington”, I'nlted States
w»r transport ship, with a cargo
of high explosives on the high
seas, went up in flamea The
steamship "Limoiiray" and others
went to its aid upon receiving Its
S. O. 8. cali.

.STEEL STRIKE STTT.T. oN

The Steel strlkes including mo-
re than 150.000 workers In the
States of Illinois. lowa, Ohlo and
Pennsylvania, contindes with iii-
creased violence in some quarters.

The strikers are dlsplaylng ex-
cellent solidarity and refuse to
give in unless their chief objetive
Is conceded to them by the steel
employers, that is—the recogni-
tion of the C. I. O. as their collec-
tlve bargaining ageney.

On the outskirts of Chicago
thousands of strikers picket
around a steel mili which has col-
lected 3.000 professional strikc-
breakers from the human garba-
ge dumps of the city. Scores of
wcll-armed pélice and deputized
guards escort these “scraps” into
the plant.





