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O R G A N I Z A T I O N S
On June 2nd the Spanish Socia- 

list and Communtet Parties and 
the U. G. T. appealed to the Com- 
Biunist and Socáalist Intemationals 
and to the International Federa- 
tion of Trade Unlons asking them 
yet ogain to undertake conunon 
Mtion o f the most determinad kind 
ngainst the Faaciat Intervention 
*n Spaín. The next day Dlnütrov 

kaown the text o f a tele- 
gram sent by the Communist In- 
Lernational to the SoclaJist and 

Union Intemationala to ea- 
tablísh unlty o l  action to defend 
the Spanish people.

De Brouckere's replied, atating 
that whlle they reallsed more 
than ever the need for energetic 

neither the Chaárman ñor 
the Secretary had the power to 
®̂t on their ovm initiative.
Such a formal reply in face of 

such grave iasuea brought many

M aurloo TlKirez.

J vB é D ía z .

protests. The leaders of the 2nd 
International could not refuse the 
demanda o f the Spanish worker’ 
organisations in the face o f the 
grim realities o f the stm ggle in 
Spaln and the rapidly growing 
demand o f the workers throug- 
hout the World, for action in sup- 
port of the Spanish people.

Socialista agrce to meet.

De Brouckere sent a furher 
telegram to Dlmitrov saying 
“We too believe it is essential to 
reach an agreement on action on 
behalf o f  Spaín and without ne- 
edless delays” and asked the Com- 
munist International to infomi 
hlm of the place o f meeting.

L iiig*! Cira l io ,

Inspector of the Brigades to at- 
tcnd tho meeting.

The Communist International 
immedlately appointed comrades 
Thowz and Cachin o f France, 
José Díaz leader o f the Spanish 
Communist Partie, Franz Dahlem 
o f Germany and Luigi Gallo, o f 
the Italian Communist Party and 
Inspector o f the International 
Brigades as their represematives 
at the meeting in París on the 
19th o f June.

The Republican press received 
the news with general satisfac- 
tlon. A  number of newspapers 
regret the cosüy delay which has 
occurred and consider the meeting 
as a vlctory o f the working mas- 
ses throughout the world.

A Victory for working class 
solidarity.

The fact that the meeting is to 
take place is In itself a tremen- 
dous achievement for working 
class solidarity. But can we foel 
entirely confident that evcn at 
this late hour there will be no vol­
ees in the meeting raised against 
United action?

Because o f previous experíences 
we are forced to believe that if 
any such opposition arises, it will 
be voiced by representatives of 
the Biitish Dabour Party, and 
this would be exceedingly dange- 
rous because of the deedaive In- 
fluence which the British labour 
movement commands in the coun- 
cils o f the Second Interpational.

A  tremCTdous responsibility

5̂
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rests upon üie British working 
class to insiat that the meeting 
decides for action and to enaure 
that action la energetically car- 
ried out.

AE o£ US are in touch with 
working class organisatlons back 
home and each of one us has the 
duty of inforzning our cororades 
outside Spain of their great res- 
ponsabilites and what this unity 
o f action by the two great Inter- 
nationals can aceomplish.

The tremendous weight o f opi­
nión which has compelled this 
meeting must be strengthened by 
thousands of resolutions deman- 
ding not only food, money and 
medical suppUes, but above all 
overwhelming pre&sure on the 
gcverments to end the tragedy 
o£ ‘‘non-intervention" which alds 
the Fascists; to  outlaw the Fas­
cista and secure the withdrawal 
o f Geaman and Italian ships and 
soldiers; to give the Goverment 
o f Spain its full rights to procu­
re w ar materials abroad.

This is no easy taak, for too 
much time haa already been lost, 
but it ia well within the powers 
of the two Intemationala at a  ti­
me when the people o f the world 
are revolted at the crimes of 
Fiscism.

LANCASTER, PA. LOCK 
WORKS SHÜT AS WORKEBS 

W ALK OUT
LAXCASTEH, Po. — F  r a i m 

Lock Works is shut dowa through 
the courage of a group of workers 
who shut off the electric switch 
early Wednesday morning in pro- 
test against $14 for 58-hour weeks 
and for refusal o f Oíd Sam Fraim 
to negotlate terms with the C.I.O. 
inte which most of the workers 
aro organized.

AL SMITH IN ROME
Our oíd friend, Wall Street 

Brown Derby strutter, former Go- 
vemor of Naw York, once Demo- 
cratlc Presidential candidate, Al 
Smith, is In Rome visitíng Mussu- 
Iliii. It is well known that Smith 
is a vigorous fascist supporter.

Whlle in the clty he prayed at 
St. Peter's after being escorted to 
the altar by two Swiss guards. 
And he was received iu prívate 
uudienex> by Pope Pius XI at his 
summer home. To mark the ocea- 
sion the Pope presented Mr. Smith 
an autographed minature. The 
gift to the Pope was a minature 
Empire State Buildlng of gold. A 
good Symbol o f ameriean eaplta- 
llsm.

General Lucltacs {Matei Jaika) 
one o f the very best cotnmanders 
of the International Brigades, te 
dead. H e died, hit by a grenade, 
while inspecting the terrain over 
which his unit was to opérate.

He d'ed like a hero on the front 
Une, at the head of his troops, 
as the generáis of the people know 
how to die, the generáis of the 
glorioua Spanish popular Army.

An experienced  commander, 
and a brilliant cavairy officer, 
well known writer on müitary 
questions, a courageoua Hungarian 
antífascist fighter, General Luc- 
kacs was one of the first to offer 
h’s  experience, his kncwledge, his 
Kisdom and his courage to the 
cause of Spanish Freedom.

To the appeal o f the Spanish 
people, cowardJy attacked by the 
rebel generáis, traitora to their 
Country, and threatened by the 
airplanes and by the bombs of in- 
fernational fascism,, General Luc- 
kacs, like a thousand others from  
all lands, left his peaceful activi- 
fjcs to com e to Spain and fight 
for the freedom of a  brother peo­
ple and for the independence and 
Vberty o f all peoples.

H e ivas General and Comman­
der of one of the greatest o f the 
International Brigades. H e was 
friend and brother o f ail fighters 
for liberty, he is a hero among 
the thousand of heroes who, in 
this epic war against fascism, 
make great the ñame of Spain and 
continué the noblest traditions of 
heroism.

He was at Un‘/versity City, dur- 
ing the memorable November 
days, when the heroic defense of 
invincible Madrid began. H e was 
at Posuelo de Alarcón, at Boadii- 
la del Monte, at Mirabuena, at 
Majadahonda, on the Jarama, at 
Guadalajara.

He was always at the head of 
his unit, shoulder to shouláer with 
the most famous Brigades of the 
new Spanish popular army. He 
wrote memorable pages o f milita- 
ry power and uAsdom, pages 
which wíll remain in history.

In a few  daya he modo his unit 
into a model of organization, of 
willingness to fight ond of capa- 
city for action.

He was among the most con-

vinced supporters for the Popular 
Front Govemment's orders for the 
creation of a strong army, united 
and disciplined, under a unified 
command.

if

1 ^

■‘''i.

General Luckacs.

The blind destiny o f war has ta- 
ken from  the Popular Army one 
of its best Generáis; has deprived 
US of one o f our best Comman- 
ders, has tedien from  us a leader, 
a Comrade, a friend.

His teachings, however, remain. 
The magnificent müitary cadres 
trained by his schooling and by 
h's example also remain; his 
splendid unit will continué its tra­
ditions o f courage and combati- 
vity.

Every Spanish fighter, every 
volunteer for liberty, bows befóte 
the remains of the great hero. The 
colora carried in man,y battles and 
though many iHctoríes, are lowe- 
red fo r  a moment.

pie, in defence of its liberties and 
o f its independence and in deferí- 
ce o f the future of Progressive hu- 
manity.

L O G l  G A L L O
Inspector-Commisaar 

oí the IntInternational Brigadts.

ITALY C A N T  PAY U. S. WAR 
DEBT

In a note, by the U. S. Departa 
ment of State, to the Italian Go­
vernment demanding payment of 
its war debt, Mussolinl, through 
his Italian Ambassador at Wash­
ington replied tbat Italy is not IR 
a position to mect any finaneial 
obligations at tlüs time.

General Luckacs is dead, he died a leader | 
and a hero of the International Brigades

But in the ñame of General Luc­
kacs himself, our great lost he­
ro, our fUtgs are lifted again, on­
ce more to be carried forward, in 
the epic war of the Spanish peo-

Sp
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Spanish news in brlef y ^  ^  H E I G H T O F C Y  N 1C I S M
June 15.— The Executive Com- 

mlttee o f the CataJati U. G. T. has 
annouced that it wlll not enter 
into any conversatlon with the 
C. N. T. until it has received an 
answer to its proposals for a 
uriity pact made on the 22d of 
May.

June 16.— The pólice have sel- 
3ed 3.000 bomhs in possession of 
Incontrollables! The war mlnistry 
has al once sent the bombe to the 
front. No doubt POUM will pro­
test against this counter-revolu- 
tionary use of bombe.

June 16. —  Comrade Luckacs

7

W h a t Ib it?

other anti-fasclst beroes of 
'díe International Brigades recen- 
tly killed in Aragón front were 
solemnly buried in Valencia. The 
•‘dnisters of Defense, Agriculture 

Education, Comrades Prieto, 
^rtbe and Hernández, beaide Al- 
''flWz Del Vayo and other Govem- 
®ent figures were among the 
Sdard of ho cor. Comrade Gallo, 
Inspector of the International Bri- 
6ades was aJso present, with lead- 

íepresentatives o f the Spanish 
®®5>alist and Communist Partits.

June 17.—A Plenum of the Spa- 
nish c. p. has been convened. 
f^fat problem to be studied is 

of the creation of One Uni- 
®̂d Proletarian Party and the 

strengthening o f the Popular 
Eront.

June 17.—The pólice have arrea- 
^  the five principal leadera of 

OtJM Andrés Nin, Jorge Arquer, 
dvid Pérez, Andrade and O it’z. 
^  has been transfered to a Va- 

pruon.
June 17.—Vigopous and aucces- 

® di offen^ve on the Huesca front. 
® wish to  draw the mention to

Yesterday in the Houae of 
Conunons the Sartorial Expert, 
Mr. Edén, announced "The Ger­
mán and Italian Govemments 
fpom today onward recommence 
thelr collaboration in the work of 
the comnüttee of Non-Interven- 
tion and the Sub Oommittee of 
Control. The House will note that 
both Govemmenta have taken 
this position without receiving 
the securities demanded from both 
parties in the Spanish ccnflict."

It would be hard to beat this 
fo r  cynical insolence. Wben a 
Germán battleship Ares on Go- 
vemment’s planes, and they reply, 
the Germán Control Fleet at once 
salís to Almería and commlts an 
act of war which even no decent 
beUigerent would undertake. The 
Germán and Italian Govemments 
at once demand ’securities’ , and 
Edén, not content with the farce 
of demanding these from the Po­
pular Front Government, makes 
a hypocritical pretence of impar- 
tiality by demanding that Fran- 
co's aiiplanes shall not bomb Ger­
mán battleshipa! This is, o f  cour- 
se, in case Germán battle-ahips 
should ever open fire on Franco’s 
planes!

The following is a summary of 
the text which Edén has sent both 
to the Spanish Government and to 
Franco; "First. It is  begged of 
both parties that they give defini- 
tlve securities that they will res- 
pect foreign warships on the high

seas or elsewhere and that they 
wlll take measures such that their 
sea and air forces observe these 
securities, Secondly. With the ob- 
ject of avoiding attack or injuries 
to foreii^  warships o f the Control 
when situated in ports of one or 
the other side, both parties are 
asked to make arrangements 
with the four Powers (of the Con­
trol) naming Spanish ports which 
can be used as bases by such 
warships and appointing safety 
reglons in these ports. Third. Both 
parties must understand that evc- 
ry infraction against the security 
of attacks against Control war­
ships wiU be considered as a ques- 
tion affecting the common Inte- 
rests of the Four Powers. Inde- 
pendent o f whatever rapid means 
o f legitímate defense may be 
judged necessary by the attaeked 
warships, the Four Powers will 
seek an immediate agreement 
among themselves about what 
measures to take, taking into con- 
sideration the point of view of 
the interested Government.”

What does this disgusting do- 
cument mean? Does the third ar- 
ticle mean that if a  Germán crui- 
ser agaln opens fire on Govern­
ment planes that the British Go­
vernment and the French will 
agree to whatever war measures 
Hitler and Mussolim may decide

T H E  S A R T O R IA L  E X P E R T

the that the Aragón front

has become INTENSELY ACTIVE 
since the work c f  reorganizatioi, 
begun by General Pozas, nomina- 
ted by Valencia Govemmenrnd 
welcomed by Catalan Popular 
Front Crganizations.

JUNE 19.—Fourteen more le- 
aders o f the P. O. U. M. were ar- 
reated amongst them the Editor 
o f "La Batalla". The whole of 
the bulldings prlnting shops, and 
offices of the P. O. U. M. organ 
and every office and building of 
the Trotakylte party in Barcelo­
na have been seized by the Go­
vernment. Later In the day 50 
more arrests were made. In the 
San Gervasio barracks of the 
P. O, U. M. several thousand com­
plete uniforma and naüitary out- 
fits were found.

JUNE 19.—Andrés Nin has been 
transíerred to Madrid.

u /

A nthon y  £ d en .

to take? Does it mean that these 
Govemments will agree to the 
bombing of say Valencia or an 
attack on Doyalist ships moored 
in Spanish ports? In any case are 
not Italian Government forcea 
already bombing Spanish cities, 
and are not Germán planes doing 
the same?

So far the Spanish Govemment 
has given no official reply though 
Señor Gira!, Foreing Minister, has 
stated that the Spanish people 
have a determined objection to 
allowing any Germán or Italian 
warships to enter Spanish ports 
or territorial waters. The presen- 
ce o f such ships would be an in- 
Gult to the Spanish Nation. Mo- 
reover, remembering that Germán 
and Italian warships have taken 
an active and illegal part in pre- 
venting food supplies reaching 
Spain (sinking o f the Komsomol 
and the attempted blockade of 
Bilbao and Gijon) are they to be 
allowed to put into Valencia and 
r e q u i s i t i o n  food? Probably 
Mr. Edén expects the Spanish In­
tendencia to place teams of dock 
workers and a regiment or two 
at the disposal o f the Germán 
Admira!, for revictualling fati­
gues: so that he may then go to 
sea and sink food ships.

Here Is one task for Engliah 
workers o f the Second and Third 
Intemationals, to  undertake a na­
tion wide campgain to remove the 
National Government. And this, 
if the Labor Party will cooperate 
with the other democratlc and 
Progressive parties, can defínitely 
be done. In the interests of public 
sanitatlon Edén must be removed. 
VOLONTAIRE (inglés)

HOPKIN’S PROPHECY

In a speech at Scranton, Pa., 
W. P. A. Adminlstrator, Harry 
l ,  Hopklns, prophcsied to bis hls 
audience that: wlthin slx months 
U. S. Labor will have been com- 
pletely organized in the mase pro- 
duction industrie. "And" he ad- 
ded, "nobody wiU be talklng about 
It. It will be accepted as a fact.” 

Americans in Spain will have a 
hard time recognizing the tapidly 
growing class - conscious U. S. 
when they get back.

Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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THE S IC K L E
THE RIFLE A N D

THE HAMMER

•/V.

For thr&e days peasants and 
field worker delegates from the 
Madrid provlnce have sat in con- 
ference, brought together by the 
Agrarian Coininlssíon of the Ma­
drid Regional Communlst Party. 
It was the first time ia SpanUh 
hlstory such a conference had 
been held; la fact, only la one 
other country can there have been 
a parallel event. For tliis was 
not a conference o f trade unión 
delegates meeting to discuss wage 
increases or relatioeis with em- 
ployers. It was a conference of 
peasants who themselves worked 
their land, with the aid of their 
govemment which haiS recently 
given it to them.

In the hall o f the Madrid Ate­
neo, where formeriy scholars and 
aesthetea waged leamed debates, 
the peasants of Castile spoke of 
their problems, often passionateiy 
and sometimes bitterly, but al- 
ways with that hard sense and 
determinatlon which is the cha^ 
racteristic' o f the Caatilian' peas- 
ant. Collective, Cooperative, Reap- 
ing, Seed, Land, Shock Brigades! 
These were the key words o f the 
corference.

THE I>EMA>D IX)R HEI.P

Delegate after delegate demand­
ad help, materlals, seeds, or shock 
brigades to replace the men now 
in the trenches. A  peasant from 
the little village of Daganzo, for 
Instance, in a halting yet tremen- 
dously moving speech pleaded for 
help. In that village 80 men will

question of field workers. It was 
said that women could not per- 
form the heavy tasks required of 
them, but this was false. They 
had had to do it under the oid 
regime often enough, and Anchuo- 
lo was proof that they were eager 
to help now. She went on to re- 
view the part played by women 
in the struggle against fascism. 
A t Carabañas, for example, 200 
women were collectively engaged 
in washing and repairing eoldiera 
60 clothing. A t Cercedilla they are 

hclping to run a Home whicb

Deep plowinir by means of heavv plows woiild save 
many crops from Impoyerishment bv droiierht. The up- 
permost picture shows a t\me ooveted In Spain. Both 
youth and oíd are represented amone: the delesates. 
One o f the most thrillinB' thinzs at the Acrarian Con­
ference Wíis the imitv and cordial understandinc bet- 
ween army and People. The picture on the rierht shows 

____  a commonlv seen proof of this. ______

*«-•

have to work desperately to reap 
5.000 fanegas of land unless a 
shock brigade arrives. There are 
five reaping machines in that vi- 
Uage and no one understands their 
use. Even the mules cannot be fully 
utüized because of shortage of 
labor. In some towns the field 
workers and workers o f other 
trades have formed their own 
shock brigades. Colmenar posses- 
sea 33 of them, all pledged to 
Work whatever hours are neces^- 
ry to brlng in the crops. In this 
town there are also special briga­
das to defend the fields from pos- 
sible fire caused by enemy avla- 
tion.

A t Vicllvaro the Municipal 
Council has decided unacimously 
that the whole village shall beco- 
me a shock corps: “even the poor 
devil o f a sacristán”  the delegate 
declared, getting a iaugh from the 
assembly.

The delegate from the hamlet 
of Anchuelo reported that they 
had partly solved their labor pro- 
blem as a reeult of the visit of

Comrade Julia Bea, the women’s 
organizer of the Agrarian Com- 
misslon. A group of 20 women 
was formed to carry on in the 
place o f the men who had gone 
into the army. Today 30 women 
are in that group. This at once 
brought Comrade Julia, as she is 
called by the peasants, to her feet. 
The Party unlts have neglccted 
women’s work, she said, in this

r '

X

1‘ , G. T. Mayor reports on his villaje

“Ss»'

supports 600 children. A t Villalbs | 
there is a  collective worksbop pro- 
dudng rope-soled shoea for th« 
army. I t  was a record o f fin® 
work, but the women were capa- | 
ble o f playlng a far bigger role 
than they were doing, and thtó 
neglect must be remedied. |

UNITY OF AKMV AND 
PEASANTRY

At the third sesslon Comrade 
Ijster, Commander o f the First 
Mixed Brigade, was given a tre- , 
mendous welcome by the assow  | 
bled peasants and field workers- 
In the course o f his speech he 
assured them o f the aympathy 
and the loyalty of the army. -A* 
a later session Comrade Modesto- I 
Commander of the Fourth Army 
Coips, condemmed one receht j 
example of shameful conduct, i® ' 
which the Intendencia of a ceT- | 
tain military unity operating ^  
the Guadarrama war zone 
tually demanded o f a  village the 
whole of its live-stock, 130 beasts.

Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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C om rade l l i ib e ,  F irs t peasan t o f  Spaln.

some of which were about to calí 
flown. The villagers protested that 
thia would ruin their ecotiomy for 
years to come, but to  no avail. 
"Soldiers who behave like this are 
a disgrace to the People’s Army 
and a danger to the Republic; 
this is the Work o f fascists and 
theae people must be treated as 
such” , General Modesto said. The 
Hortaleza delegate was prompt to 
remind the conference that the 
Lister Brigade had already sup- 
pUed a shock corps o f 100 skilled 
reapers to the Municipal Council 
of Hortaleza. Many other regi- 
nients have since done the same 
Ihcludlng unities o f  the Interna­
tional Brigade. The Command of 
the English Battalion has approa- 
ched the Mayor and Municipal 
Council o f their town to discuss the 
way in which they can give aid 
to the peasants; the Lincoln Bat­
talion has taken a similar mea- 
supe.

Campesino, Dr. Pando, and 
other famous Commanders of the 
People’s Army also took part in 

discusslon. It was a magnifl- 
oent «cperience this, o f reaJlzing 
that In Spain a People’s Army 
^'lets and that the peasantry 
trusts that army and asks help of 
tts Generáis, and receives tt. One 
*’®e^ed the reason for that trust 
^<1 sympathy when one heard 
trom an offlcer of the 69th Bri- 
ffede that 90 per cent o f  the of- 
^°era and men were peasants 
themselves, and had, before they

became soldiers of the Regular 
Army, helped to defeat fascism in 
their own villages. These men 
know that the army is their’s 
because the army serves a Po­
pular Front Government whose 
land policy has filled them with 
courage and hope.

INDIVIDT.'AL BBAVJiRY ALSO
Resides the record of orderly 

work there were also tales of he- 
roism and devotion. The Mayor o f 
Rascafrias, a little mountain town 
in the Guadarrama, has refused to 
leave hia post though he has been 
compelled more than a  score of 
times to shift his residenoe becau­
se o f enemy shells. Despite con- 
stant bombardment and the dan- 
ger of long range machine-gun 
fire, the field work has been car- 
ried on by 60 shock groups orga- 
nized by the Mayor. It is almost 
unbelievable that d eb ite  these 
difficulties Rascafrias has provi- 
ded more than a half milUon pe­
setas worth o f produce since the 
beginning o f the fascist rebellicin. 
A t Aranjuez last year. daring 
bands o f young peasants actually 
reaped crops by night in territory 
already in the power o f fascist 
terror; passing through our own 
Unes in orden to  do it and recel- 
ving volunteer help from the mi- 
litia. A t Chinchón also, night work 
has been resorted to in the gathe- 
ling o f crops which were within 
range of enemy artillery. Two 
workers of Arganda, were killed 
gathering the olive crops in the

front Unes. And these comrades 
were not merely "adventurists" or 
acting upon their own initiative 
but were communist peasants, 
members of the U. G. T., who had 
responded to a cali from their or- 
ganizatlons.

The conference did not tell o f 
a story o f simple plain sailing. It 
told of enormous difficulties and 
in the early days of absence of 
means to solve them; it was a 
story of increasing order as a re- 
sult o f systematic aid from the 
Mlnistry of Agriculture. But the­
re were stories c f  error also, and 
let it be said candidly, o f offen- 
ses against the peasants that they 
will never forget. We shall dea! 
with the problem of the Collecti- 
ves next week in a commentary 
on the new decree legalizlng theie 
units. But there were several sto­
ries of coerslon, and in a few ca­
ses of deftnite crime coromitted 
by “incontrollables” who had lod- 
ged themselves within syndical 
crganizations. On the other hand 
there were accounts of collectlves 
which are doing splendid work 
precisely because there are ccan- 
posed of workers whose wills have 
been consulted. Of these Perales 
de Tajuña is a good example. In 
some cases small proprietors who 
do not yet wish to enter a  collec- 
tive have nevertheless formed co- 
operaUves. In the case of one -vi- 
llage the ñame of which we wl- 
thold a Committee formerly paid 
70 to 80 céntimos per kilo o f peas 
to the peasants. During last week 
the newly formed Coop foond that 
It could pay one peseta forty 
cents, bear all transport costs etc. 
and sell at the legal price of one 
peseta 85 cents in Madrid.

At the conference the city work- 
Ing class was represented by a 
comrade o f the Northern Railway, 
which line is especially concemed 
with the work o f supplying Ma­
drid. A  comrada of the United 
States C. P. gave greetings to the 
conference, as also one from the 
Italian Party.

THE BALANCE OF WOKK

What were the negative notes 
o f the conference ? One has been 
dealt with, the failure to do in- 
tensive work among women; the­
re were also a few rare failures 
to gnide less instructed comrades 
in the village comrcittees. Comra­
de Dleguez of the Agrarian Com- 
mission, in expressing his pleasu- 
re that in certain villages comple­
te and warm hearted unity existe 
between the C. N. T. and the U. 
G. T., wamed delegates against 
provocators who had clearly tried 
to antagonize the two great fe- 
derations. The land was of the 
people and not of a section o f the 
people, just as the conference was 
servil^ the Intarests o f all they 
peasants and not otúy o f those 
possessing one particular politícal 
ideal.

On the posltive side the balan­
ce was enormous. The deep con- 
viction of the peasants that at 
last they had a Govemment which 
understood their needs was put 
beyond question. Their determina- 
tlon to extort as much from  the 
land as their present technique 
allows them was proved, not by 
pious statements, but by figures 
of producUon, hours worked, and 
men engaged. It was proved also 
by the fact that Madrid stands 
i’.ndefeated!

rM>

G eneral l-ister  am i oth er arm y leaderu listen lo  the peasants.
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THE IHOX W ILL OF THE 
SPANTSII LANÜWORKEES

One felt that one waa taking: 
part in a magniícent <5rama. in- 
deed one koew that one waa tak­
ing part in the incomparable dra­
ma o f a popular revolution. Here 
were men who had been oppres- 
£ed, who had been little better 
than slaves, whose forefathers 
had llved under the yoke for cen- 
turies, and at last they we.re 
struggling free. The writer con- 
físses that It was a salntary Ies- 
son. To listen to those tales of 
body-breaking labor, oí unbendlng 
will overcoming difñculties, shor- 
tage o f labor, of seed, of know- 
ledge (to administer a town with 
thousands of fanegas o f land with 
cniy a handful o f literate corc- 
rades is a tremendous task). And 
of sabotage by “los gandules” or 
ths wandering trofaadors o f vlo- 
lence and demagogy, made one 
feel that one's only diffictilty we­
re not so great as they had see- 
med. There was a feeling o f po- 
wer and purpose in the men ga- 
thered in the hall o f the Ateneo, 
and at momments a deep and 
moving poetry, at other mom- 
ments a Aeree and blazing pas- 
slon, all o f It surging and dellbe- 
rating within the frainework of 
a clear and profoundly human po- 
licy.

It vould be impossible ever to 
forget the speech of the delegate 
cf Torremocha. A  tall lean figu­
re with the long head o f the ol- 
dest o f Spanlsh stocks, his face 
bumed and fleshless from  long 
years of labor under a blazing 
sun, of intense and searching ga­
za, he stood on the platform, 
speaking in public for the first ti­
me. “Mi pueblo es muy chico” , 
he began. And no translation can 
convey the mingled modesty and

Sincere and thoufthtful m en l la v e  takei. the p la ce  o í  the absentee señoritos.

was silence for a momment andpride in hls tiny hamlet. “My town 
i8 vary small. Two demands only 
I make. Once we had 180 men 
to reap our fields, now only 36 
are left. You must send us help.” 
He went on to recount the hiato- 
ry o f these 11  mooths o f war and 
struggle in his village of 30 fa- 
milies, where already half the 
houses had been deserted before 
the war began. “Then I  need twi- 
ne to bind our wheat, 1 need S 
bundles and for each bundle I 
shan be able to provlde wheat 
that will have the valué of 1200 
pesetas. And if  you send help, 
send food also; we have not eaten 
meat fo r  10 months in our little 
town.” There were bitter things 
in his speech, protests against oíd 
injustlce; simple elemental senten- 
ces that were like the imperso­
nal utterances o f all the peasan- 
try of Spain. The peasants rose 
to their feet and applauded fler- 
cely, The time limit was forgot- 
ten as the conference liatened to 
this summary and essence o f all

then everyone rose to hls feet and 
the International rang through 
the hall and corridors of the Ate­
neo.

A  conference o f peasants, con- 
firming the poHcy of their Minis- 
ter, Comrade Uribe, and speaking 
dlrectly to him. The unity o f Go- 
verament and People was felt in 
a way one had never felt it before.

their stories. Afterwards therej; jvers.

FORD’S ATTORXEYS 
ATTEMPT TO SPIKE OOURT 

INQCIRY

DETROIT. —  The b a t ti e of 
unionism against Fordism enter- 
cd the courts as a one-man grand 
jury began an inquiry into the 
assault upon unión organizers at 
the Ford plant little more than 
a week ago.

Although subpoenaes were is- 
sued for Edsel Ford, president of 
the company, and Harry Bennet, 
comniander-in-chlef of its noto- 
rious Service department, both 
succeded in evading process ser-

Meetlng of Socialist 
and Communist 

Internaotinal
The news that Labour and So- 

clalist International and the Com- 
munlst International are to meet 
to decide on common actlon in 
aid of Spain will be welcomed by 
every member of the Brigades. 
Nowhere is there a deeper under- 
standtag than in the Brigades of 
how much international working 
class action can do to shorten the 
agony o f the Spanish people and 
to lessen the danger o f a world 
war. We know only too well that 
it has been lack of unity )n the 
working class movement which 
has made possible the martyrdom 
o f Madrid, Malaga, Almería and 
Euzkadi. Throughout the struggle 
the sympathy o f the working class 
has been with the Spanish Repu- 
blic, but this sympathy has not 
been able to express Itself in de­
cisiva actlon because tbe leaders 
o f a very large section o f the 
working class have not glven tbe 
signal. Our eamest desire is that 
this signal will come from  the 
meeting in París.

On May Ist, after Guemica had 
been destroyed, the Ehr-President 
of the 2nd International asked 
Léon Blum in an open letter: 
“How long actualiy is this scan- 
dal, or as the Dean of Canterbury 
said, this ridlculous and tragic 
farce, golng to last?”

The bombardment of Almería 
has raised everywhere in the 
working class movement the de- 
mand for the eessation of the hy- 
pocrlsy of non-intervention.

í i
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“NATIONAL QEOGBAPHIC”  ON 
ITALIAN FINANCES

The National Geographic M a ^ - 
zine, in Ita latest number, pu- 
blishes startllng revelations con- 
cemlng: the critical flnanclal ei- 
tuation in Italy and the low stand- 
atd oí Uviug among the people.

It declares that the íascist go- 
Temment o í II Once, in spite of 
the various revenues from  the 
railroads, postal Service, tele- 
graph, Industries, monopolies, and 
the taxatlon levied on the popu- 
iation, finds itself always in a 
greater déficit.

The story goes on to teil o f the 
great expense the railroads have 
been to the government, each year 
teaving a more grave déficit than 
the preceding one. It attributes 
thls to the fact that the generai 
popuiation of Italy cannot travel, 
ttey can’t  ajford to. The only 
people wiio use the railroads are 
the foreign tourists. The Italian 
is too poor to travel, and bis 
standard o f living is becon^ng 
even lower.

The accoiint mentions a form 
of taxatlon that compels a special 
tax on every window and balcony 
that faces the streeL And, there 
>s a tax on every basket of farm 
Products purchased at the market.

••BILLY’S ”  hlASS BACKING

A l one time, years back, Wi 
Uiam Oreen, was Presidcnt o f the 
Morgan Kun Local of the L'. M. W. 
of A., in his home town, Coshoc- 
ton, Ohlo. The Local faded awaj 
for a-while but held its charter. 
Not long ago the Local was revlv- 
od when John L. Lewis askcd 
^■lly to show cause as to why he 
shouldn’t be expelled from the V. 
M- W. The Local haughtily boast- 

to the World that out of the 
twelve remaining membere, only 
one, President J. B. McCormicU, 
Would vote to expel Bill.

Where are the "slanderers”  who 
that Bill Creen has no mass

support?

“ttO HOrSTON WOBKEBS DK- 
MONSTRATE f o r  RELIEF

HOUSTON, Texas.—More than 
500 workers and citizens gather- 

before the City Hall rccently 
0̂ a  mass demonstration against 

*•*6 proposed cut in the Federal 
®Ppropriation for W PA and the 
^ h ltin g  layoff o f uncmployed
Morkers.

COMRADE LITVINOF EXPOSES THE 
NEW TECHNIQUE OF FASCIST 

IMPERIALISM
"... But it is not a matter of 

Spain alone. The Spanish events 
have created one of the greatest 
menaces to Ewopean and univer­
sal peace. This menace arises in 
consequence of an attempt at ar- 
med interference in the interna! 
affairs of a European State, an 
attempt ta forcé upon the people 
of this State an internal re­
gime ichich is alien to it, and 
mainly, a foreign policy orienta- 
tion, and under cover of this in­
terference fo deprive this country 
of its independence and subordí­
nate it to other States. I f  these 
attempts were to be successful 
and were to be carried out with 
impunity, then there would be no 
guarantee that in a short time 
another attempt wül not be made 
to bring about an insurrectíon in

some other country, to recogníze 
the leader of the insurgents as 
head of the government, to seitd 
thither foreign troops and arms to 
help the insurgents and thus ef- 
fect aggresion 07id carry out the 
r.ational policy of the intervening 
State, Intervention displays a ten- 
dency, according to the example 
cf the religious ivars of the past, 
to begin a series of new wars and, 
under cover of ideologies and po- 
litical regimes, to carry out the 
policy of aggression and expan­
sión. It shouZd not be forgotten 
that in Spain, at the mom&nt when 
the insurrectíon broke out, a go­
vernment was in existence whose 
program was similar to that of 
governments existing in many 
other countries.”

(Litvlnov at Geneva.)

A L V A R E Z  D E L  V A Y O

WHOLE TOWNF FIGHTS 
BOOST IN  PONTIAC

DETROIT, Mich.—“ Everything 
points to Pontlac for 1937” , saj-s 
a General Motors’  billboard on 
the town. That’s more llterally 
truc for landlord victlms throug- 
hout tho country than was orlgl- 
nally intended.

Pontlac is today the seat of the 
biggest rent strike in history. A t 
least 13,000 famllies are backing 
up the cali o f the Ponüac local 
of the United Auto Workers to 
pay no rente beíore slzeable re- 
ductions are made.

In a  town wlth a total popula- 
tion of 75,000 a rent strike of 
15,00 famillcs means that it’s just 
about as unanlmous as aiiything 
could be.

One typical Pontlac landlord 
admits that he “ trled to step up 
rents giadually as they (auto 
workers) were able to pay” . He 
tiinugbt, posslbly, that the auto 
workers were fighting for hlgher 
wages for Us sake. He goes on 
to threaten that “ rents must be 
even higher than they were be­
fare if capital is to be advajiced 
for more accoramodatlons” .

But the workers say that rents 
will come down before any more 
of their hard-won dough is ad- 
vanccd for outrageous rents.

In evlction or gamishment ca­
ses, the unión intends to leave it 
to the jury to give a judgment 
in the amount it thinks is a pro- 
per rental.

N O T E

Spain 's chum plun a t G en eva  expuse» fa s c is t  plan (uc wurid w ar.

I n a  c e r t a in  n u m b e r  o f  c o ­
p ie s  o f  l a s f  w e e k ’ s n u m b e r  
a  w h o l e  U n e  w a s  l e f t  o u t ,  
b e c a u s e  o f  a  t e c h n i c a l  e r r o r .

A  s e n t e n c e  ín  tb e  a r t i c l e  
o n  B r i t i s h  I m p e r i a l i s m  
s h o u ld  h a v e  r e a d :

• ...the British Government began lo 
look ¡ongingly at the opparent fascist 
solntion and to think that Democracy 
was dangerous. Democracy began to 
like Commttnism.-
r e a d  i n s t e a d :

• ...the British Government began to 
¡ook iongingly atthc opparent fascist 
solation and fo look like Commu- 
nism.»
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THE SOVIET UNION AND THE THIRD 5 YEAR PLAN
Because the 2nd 5 year Plan is 

being completed aiead o f time 
Ule Soviet Government has invi- 
ted the State Commission to speed 
up the elaboration of the 3rd 5 
year Plan. Vast projects are al- 
ready being studied, so that the 
3rd 5 Year Plan will suspass in 
achievement its predecessors. The 
most interesting of aU the propo- 
sals is that which is being called 
"The Grand Voiga".

THE L.VRGEST HYDRO-ELEC- 
TRIC SCHEME EVER

Between the frozen marshes of 
the north and the Caspian Sea lie 
enormous plains of rich soil which 
might support vastly increased 
and happy populaUons. Unfortu- 
nately, the rainfall is low, especia- 
lly in the south, and the waters of 
the Volga are not as yet properly 
used for irrigation. A  grandiose 
series o f daros is to be built, solv- 
ing two problems at once, that of 
irrigaüon, and the problem of 
electrical energy.

Dams, between 65 and 100 feet 
high are to be built at strategi- 
cally chosen places, enabling a re- 
servoir o f water between 300 and 
375 males long to be stored behind 
eaeh. These will be built at in­
tervals o f three hundred to 375 
miles therefore, so that the Volga 
shall be navigable throughout to 
ships of deeper draft than at pre- 
sent. The same vrill be done with 
the great tributary of the Kama..

A VAST NETWORK OF POWER

The stupendous nature of this 
project can te  seen from the fact 
that it will attain a total power 
output of ten milUon kllowatts 
supplying 50,000 m i l i  i o n  kwh 
per year, the equivalent of about 
25 million tona o f Donetz Basin 
coal or 60 to 70 million tons of 
the less useful local fuel.

As Soviet technique pennits of 
the carrying of electrical power 
to distances of 625 miles this 
raeans that accordíng to the Grand 
Volga Plan the area to be served 
¡8 nearly a million square miles, 
containing 70 millions population. 
The industrial significance of this 
ia evident. It is the regions of 
Moscow and the Ural Mountains 
on the northerly part of the Volga 
Basin which will use up the great- 
est quantity o f electrical energy.

A t present over 50 per cent o f the 
fuel used in these regions is de- 
rlved froxci distance sources, Sav- 
ing of transport, as well as speed- 
Ing up production, will be the gain 
therefore.

Not less important are the agri­
cultura! aspects o f the Grand Vol­
ga Plan. The Southern Volga 
plains are particularly arid, an(í 
at present constitute a peril for 
Soviet economy, in that their 
crops cannot be relled upon, Af- 
ter Grand Volga Plan is carried 
through millions o f acres will 
be watered, ensuring rich and re­
gular crops o f wheat.

Industry and agrlculture are 
provided for by this scheme. Ri- 
ver Communications aiso are to be 
cared for, finally, the depths main- 
tained are to be sufñcient to al- 
low the pasaage o f warships from 
the Caspian to the Baltic and the 
White Seas.

The same plan which will create 
wealth for the Soviet people will 
enable them to defend it against 
whatever fascist o r  capitallst po­
wer is foolísh enough to try a 
fall with the IT. S. S. R.

This, then, is what a Peoples’ 
Government can do when it has 
beaten back its enemies, and con-
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This ntfl.p w ill sh ow  th e  vast ex fcn d  o f  the G rand V olga  sehcm e.

M.AN NOW H.AS POWER TO 
ALTER N.ATI.RE

In fact, so rauch water wlU be 
used that there is a danger of 
lowering the level o f the Caspian 
Sea! Military and navigational 
reasons and the interests of the 
fishing industry make it essen- 
tial that this should be corected 
by pouring into the Volga water 
from the adjacent river baains.

solldated itself. The Spanish Re- 
public had already planned great 
irrlgaUon work before Pranco's 
revolt. The need for irrigation is 
not less acute in Spain than in the 
Soviet Union. The green floor of 
the Tajuña Valley contraát shar- 
ply, for example, with the grey 
green slopes above It towards 
Chinchón. Enormous level areas 
of Spain are composed o f this 
grey-green 'pardo' earth, at pre­

sent utterly waterless. For ins- 
tance, in the Ebro Basin alone’ 
there are 900,000 acres which 
couid be watered if  eléctrica! sta- 
tlons were built and camals coas-. 
tructed. In the Central Región,' 
even with the limited water o f the 
Tagus a  quarter o f a million acres 
are unoecessarily lying dry. The 
Republic had begun this work. 
Victory then, will mean that the 
work can go forward again, and 
with increased energy, because of 
the revitalizing of economlc Ufe 
which the democratic revolution 
will have accomplished.

27 ARE INJCRED
AS JERSEY POLICE

ATTACK PICKETS

LITTLE FALLS, N. J. —  This 
small industrial town had its echo 
of Dearborn and South Chicago 
when pólice attacked a picket Une 
at the Llttle Falls laundry.

Twenty-seven were Injured as 
clubs, tear gas bomba and other 
weapons were used freely by Sta­
te P ó l i c e .  Firemen dlrected 
streams of water at the plckets 
from rooftops.

500 MILLION ROBLES FOR 
ART, THEATER AND MUSIC

More than 500 milUon rubíes 
have been appropriated this year 
by the Soviet Government for 
theater and cinema construction. 
organization and upkeep o f or- 
cbestras and chorases, expenditurc 
on art schools, and so on.

The U. 8. S. K. will have 813 
theaters by January 1938. as 
against 775 at the beginning of 
this year. Large theaters are to 
he opened at Novo-Sibirsk, Smo- 
lenks, Ivanovo and Kirov, whUe 
the new premises of the Meyer- 
hold Theater at Moscow »1U be 
completed.

The total number o f students 
attending art colleges (muslo, dra­
ma, pictorial and plástic art and 
similar instltutions) this year is 
ten thousand. Over 40.000 pupils 
are studying in the correspondlng 
secondary schools. As oompared 
with 1936, the number of art stu- 
dent« has increased by 30% in the 
current year.

D IA N A  (U. G . T .) L arra , 6. T el. 41105.—M adrid .
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