
one' 
ilcb 
ita- 
ns- 
.ón,' 
the ■

rs

[C

TheVOLUNTEER 
FO R  LIBERTY

V o l .  I N 6 \ r
- \  g  ■ -

M a d r id ,  J u n e  2 9 1 9 3  7

\  .í' , c  'X\

LABOR SHOCK BRIGADES IN MADRID
When the Spanish W ar of In- 

•lependence is over and everything 
>s saíd afcout what Is happening 

Spain today, the movement for 
rationalization in war production 
will supply more than one chapter 
'a the history of war.

This movement, called Stakano- 
viam now, sta.rted when the wor- 
hers and the petty hourgeolsie of 
®pain realized that the mUitary re- 
volt coüid not be crushed with a 
few blows, but that behind the 
Spanish feudal and military easte 
'vere the resources of the two prta- 

fascist countriea, Italy and 
*^rmany.

Madrid is not and never has 
an industrial clty. Its pro- 

l*tariat is made up of c.raftsmen, 
*tore, hotel and restaurant emplo- 

or o f civil servants who ne- 
v«r had any industrial training. 
^6t Madrid was the main goal of 

fascist bands and required mo- 
War material than any other 

-*t>nt. The rail Communications 
With the coast were cut, the re- 

highways congested, the 
was suffering from  lack of

food and the army of defenders

A MILITIA COMMANDEB’S 
INITIATIVE

It was in this emergency that 
a number o f workers, petty-bour- 
geois and professional people, for- 
med, without any help from  the 
Government or anyone etse, the 
first group of workers which were 
to become the chief influence in 
injecting life, system and efficien- 
cy  into the production o f war

emergency, were producing wi­
thout putting that energy in their 
Work which is all important for 
superior production, were insuf- 
flcient to supply even ordinary ri­
fle cartridges to the central sec­
tor. Machinery was lacking. To­
ledo, with its recently modemized 
arms faetones, fully suppHed with 
up to date American machinery, 
was loat to the fascists.

*®*'Mflcient]y supplied with war 
®^hlpment and ammunitions.

sltuation, while perhaps not 
^®^rate, was acute. The actlvi- 
Mes of the Non-Intervention Con- 
*̂ vol Commission, which did not in 

least interfere with the supply 
ihea and war material to the 

^*scists. certalnly was the last 
to the smaJl trickle of equi-

““ “ t brought into Spain from
'"^tside.

E v e r y  m &m ber o f  th e  S ya h a n ovite  m o v em en t ie  p led ged  to  Mndergo w iiíiíary  
train ing. A nd  this  i s  u n d erta ken  a ft e r  w ork  hours.

material in Madrid and, through 
their example in all Spain,

To García Izquierdo, Comaian- 
der of "Milicianos” at Arena de 
San Pedro on the Sierra Guada­
rrama, goes the credit fo r  taking 
the initiative of this movement.

The few  small factories in the 
Madrid section, manned by wor­
kers, who, in splte of the great

It was then that García Izquier­
do left the Sierra for Madrid 
With a group of SO men among 
which were walters, jewelers, tea- 
chers o f mathematics, engineers 
and laborers, along with some qua- 
lifled machinlsts, he set about or- 
gaiiizing new shops and encourag- 
ing others already established.

Machinery was lacking. Mate­

rials were scarce and already in 
possession o f ^ o p s  in going con- 
dition. The job consisted in esta- 
blislüng, without means, without 
wages, without materials, buUd- 
Ings or machinery. factories ca- 
pable of producing the slnews of

PERSON/\E SACRIFICES

Those in the group who had any 
savtngs brought their funds, The- 
se were neccessarUy petty bour- 
geois. They brought more than 
their savings, They brought an 
enthusiasm and willingt^ss to 
work which was in no way infe­
rior to that of the peasanís or 
workers in the group Regardless 
o f the position they oceupied in 
the social or economic life of the 
C i t y  before the m i l i t a r y  revolt, 
they set about to learn, to strlve 
and work.

The war zone became their sup­
ply base, They went where tren- 
ches were being dug, in some ca­
ses in no man's la^d, undar the 
enemy’s flre taking machines from 
destroyed factories, fceaides sup- 
plies in metáis either in bars or in- 
gots, and even scrap. They took 
anything which mlght be of any 
use, They had no truck, and for 
weeks they hitch-hicked with their 
booty from whichever front they 
weré towards Madrid, the proud 
beaiers of a bar of steel or brass, 
o f a piece of machinery, later to 
be set up and made to work.

The government or the army 
could not spare a truck for ther’ 
and they were not out to create 
difflculties for the authorities, but 
to hslp, to help at all costa.

Their courage and energy inspi-
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red soldlers in the front linea to 
gíve help and aoon the little shop 
in calle Goya, which was the erad­
le o f the movement became too 
amall and they moved to a large, 
modern and comfortable building.

Small abandonad facto'ries, ga­

rages which had been vacated af- 
ter being destroyed by bombard- 
ment were taken over, repaired 
and production orgamzed. The 
transport corps of the Stakanov 
Brigade, as the group became 
known later on when it grew to 
real brigada size, was started with 
the capture oí a small Chevrolet 
truek taken from  the fascista 
at the Casa de Campo last No- 
vember, brought to Madrid in tow, 
repaired and put in circulation. 
This truek is still in operation and 
is quite famous in Madrid.

AN EX.VMPLE OF REAL 
SHOCK TACTIOS

A few mUes from  the city, at 
the edge of a little town, and us- 
ing a large cow shed properly re­
paired, cleaned and ventUated as 
a beginning for a factory that was 
to prove too small even before pro­
duction had quite begun, produc­
tion of riñe cartridges was star, 
ted.

In Toledo two small factories 
employing 60 men, but with ex- 
cellent automatic machinery we­
re prcducing 75.000 cartridges a 
day. A fter the loss of Toledo, Gar­
cía Izquierdo immedlately started 
the production o f the same type 
of cartridges in Madrid, Machine- 
ry was buílt, since hardly any was 
in existence before. It was necces- 
sarily of hurried manufacture and 
o f a makeshift style. With non au­
tomatic machinery the no.rmal 
daily production per man was of 
about 800 cartridges. Under the

new stimulus, with the full ua- 
derstanding o f the great emergen- 
cy facing them and all loyal 
Spain, the workers had started 
production against all odds, wi- 
thout materials or any wages.

In the great confusión caused

gade increases also, their exam- 
ple becomes an inspiration and 
wherever their fame is known 
emulation starts, It is a  iong way 
from the broken down Chevrolet 
truek to their present daily re­
cord of 300 truckloads, Madrid is 
being fed chiefly through the agen- 
cy  o f this Brigade. It is since the 
Brigade took the job over that 
the food shoríage became less 
acute.

The growth o f the Brigade, 
which in a way repeats the feat 
o f the Flfth Regiment which grew 
into a major size army without 
changing ñame untll its incorpo- 
ration in the Spanish Govem- 
men's Army, is strictly under con­
trol and every means are used to

Stahanovite wo.'kera ehow real interest in technical perfeetion.

by the invasión with resultant wa- 
ves o f refugees entering the city, 
o f hreakdown of public Services 
due to constan! aerial bombard- 
monts, whith the transfer o f the 
Government seat to Valencia, whi- 
le they were not even receiving 
any pay they increased their pro­
duction to such a point that before 
long the same number of men 
working with primitive machinery 
WERE P R C D U C I N G  MORE 
THAN THE TOLEDO PACTO- 
RIES HAD BEEN TURING OUT, 
The daily production per man rose 
to such a point that one man 
reached a record of 4016 cartridges 
in one day. 60 men were now pro- 
duclng in Madrid over 80.000 cart­
ridges daily.

FROM SM.ALL, BEtiINNING TO 
M.ASS MOVEMENT

There are now 3.000 men in the 
Stakanov Brigade, and their num­
ber is increasing. As the number 
increases the activity o f the Eri-

keep out posslble disruptors, sa- 
boteurs and spies,

New memibers are accepted upon 
recommendation of their respecti­
ve Unions or political organiza- 
tions. Oecaslonally they are accep­
ted on recommendation of friends 
already in the Brigade. Their poli­
tical and social past is closely 
scrutinized, their physical condi- 
tion is examined and they are then 
classified by trades or aptitudes. 
New members are under an un- 
obtrusive but efflclent vigilance. 
According to Work performed and 
reports made they are encouraged, 
advanced in grade or responsibili- 
ty, or dimissed, and when charges 
warrant it, handed over to the pó­
lice for further action.

.A BE.AL POPULAR UtONT 
EFFORT

In spite o f all those precautions 
one should not think that the Bri­

gade is a c lo s ^  political affair. 
Frankiy organlzed by Commu- 
nists, the initiators. García Iz­
quierdo more so than any other, 
are proud of the fact that ele- 
ments considered incontrollatte 
before, have joined, become enthu- 
sed by the general atmosphere 
and are proving to be workers 
equal to any others.

The building the Brigade mo­
ved into after they vacated the 
shop in Calle Goya is no longer a 
shop, It is now an administrative 
building, a printing plant, clinic 
and hospital for the Brigade. 
Clean, well rnm, the building is 
undergoing big changes. On the 
lower ñoor showers and hath tuhs 
are being installed. Two librarles 
llave been installed and orga­
nizad, one for literary works ano- 
ther for technical and scienti- 
fic books. Artist are busy deco- 
rating the walls. The dining ro- 
om, cheery, light, spotlessly clean 
has the walls decorated with fres- 
coes. A  large mural painting is 
being prepared in the office of the 
Commander. The man in charge, 
an artist o f renown but utterly at 
a loss with himself and with the 
rest of the world before the war. 
is dlrectíng all the work o f deco- 
ration. He proudly announced that 
Stakanovism has entered the field 
o f art. A  portrait o f Stalin in tem­
pera and about 10 feet by eighteen, 
well ^ecuted, expressive, work- 
manlike was finished in one hour 
and half. The rest o f the tlmei 
saya Dehesa de Mera, the artist, 
would have been spent in smo-
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It waa only aíter February 19th 
that the Brigade became officially 
tncorporated in the Spaniah Ar- 
my and wages began to be paád. 
It i3 only since the Brigade be­
gan to receive pay from the go- 
vernement that their food star- 
ted to come from the quartermaa- 
ters warehouses. Before then the 
war zone was not only their ma­
terial supply base but also their 
“Intendencia” . Not profit, not 
stripes, not wages were the in­
centive to work for them, but the 
will to Win and to create a New 
Spain. That spirit is inspiring now 
other factories. And that is the 
best guarantee o f victory.

smashing of unión halls—that’s 
what the s t r i U e r s  are goin 
throuffh” , David said. “ Subsidia- 
lies of the Ford motor company 
on much of the timber land of 
northem Mú-higan and the other 
companies are borrowing a page 
from their tnaster. The murder 
of the striking lumberjaeks at 
Newberry was Fordism carried to 
its loglcal concliisioiis” .

Seueral m U it a T y  clothing fcuitoiies are run by Stakanovíte women.

king cigarettes and talking. A  
number of young people are wor- 
king under him and so quite na- 
turally the Brigade has also an 
art achool- The school ia taking 
orders from Barraeks, labor orga- 
Dizations, sehools, hospitals for 
deeorating their bulldings.

On a table is a volume of Capi- 
bound in calf leather, beauti- 

fníly tooled, in a style and tech- 
hique equal to the very best lea­
ther Work done by oíd craftsmen. 
On the work bench other pieces 
of leather are being tooiled, care- 
fuUy and by a worker who feeis 
affection for his trade and for his 
Koduct. There is also a school of 
®kort hand, a fully equipped prin- 
ting shop. And all this with ma- 
teríals reclaimed from  the dee- 
trijction of war!

It may seam strange that un- 
detakings of this type should be 
®tdrteil at a time o f stress like 
tkis. But the work o f the Staka- 
nov Brigade while supplying all it 

to the fight against fascism,
also an institutíon which, by 

tke forcé of evento, is laying the 
kasis of the reconstruction of
Spain.

'WíK MOVEMENT IS STILL 
GBOWING

’fke number of shops belonging 
fo the Brigade is already large. 
the activities are many and they 

from automobile repairing 
to body building, foundry and 
^hat we may cali other underta- 
^'ngs cannot be mentioned now.

The workers are pledged to 
’ '̂ork eight hours dally hut they 
voluntarily work severa! hours 
hiore. The average is above 10.

Regarless of urgeney of work, at 
11.30 all work stops and the men 
go to the class room In the buil­
ding where the most varded engi- 
neering courses are given by com- 
petent teachers, thomselves mem- 
bers of tha Brigade. These cour­
ses last two hours daily after 
whith 2 more hours are taken for 
meáis and rest. A  corps of me- 
chanical engineers is therefore 
being built in the midst o f a ra- 
ging war against powerful Inva- 
ders. Classes in aeronáutica have 
also been started. New Chemical

O. I. O. BLANKS A. F. L.
COÜNCIL AT UNION

CONVENTIONS, 4-0

Definite steps toward affilia- 
tion with the f^ommittec for In­
dustrial Organlzatlon were taken 
by the convention of the Maritlme 
Federation of the Pacific in Port- 
land, Ore.

Harry Bridges. popular leader 
of the longshoremen. presented 
the convention with a proposal for 
a referendum on C. I. O. affllla- 
tion. His speech and that of John 
Brophy, C. I. O. director, were 
greeted enthusiastlcally by the 
delegates.

á W 'i ’

Stakanovist chemist at work

laboratories are being built. Eve- 
ryrwhere the visitor noüces a fee- 
ling of pride, the certalnty o f vic­
tory ahead, and sees a  new eocie- 
ty being bom  and in a measure 
already functlonlng.

UUMBERJACKS SEEK AID
TO CHOP DOWN FORDISM

DETROIT, Mich.— “The Michi­
gan luml)erjacks are getling their 
share of Fordism!”

“ Murder, beatings, a n d  the

' ^ '1

A pnrtm ent hoiises fo t  co lle ct iv c  
fa rm  w orkers in  the K ito v  C ollectí- 

v e  fa rm .

OI.UBS. TEAB GAS BULE 
3IONBOE, MICH, AFTER

ATTACK ON STOIKER^S

MONROE, ÜUch., June 11.—The 
mayor and city commission of 
Monroe, scene of one o f the blttcr- 
est clashcs of the steel strike, 
transmltted to Governor Frank 
Murphy tonight a formal demand 
that the State milltía be called 
uut.

A  resoliition adopted uiiani- 
mously det'lared “ local feeling is 
intense and danger of bloodshed 
immineiit” .

It demanded the troops be sent 
here on or before Sunday.

That is the date set for a mass 
meeting by the C. I. O. to protest 
last night’s teargassing of strike 
pickets.

The protest meeting was called 
by President Homer Martin of 
the United Automobile Workers. 
He asked every local unión in 
Michigan, Otilo and Indiana tO' 
send delegates.

PONTIAC, IVUch. — Down in 
Pontiac the 13,000 rent strlkers 
are holding firm. “Doii’t let’em 
kid you” , says Odln Johnson, ex­
auto worker and now attomey for 
the UAW  there. “ They’re not 
(laylng rent. Our rent office is 
swamped with laitdlords eoming 
in to complaín” .

Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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THE CATALAN PEASANT-FARMER AND COLLECTIVISATION
As the Catalaii land problem 

differs som w hat from that o f the 
rest of Spain we have asked a 
f'atalan agrarian expert to eontri- 
bute the following article.

When the democratie revolution 
smashed the rebellion o f the fas­
cista In Catalonla the peasaats re- 
ceived the land and so ended the 
centuries oíd struggle o f the pea- 
sants against those who preven- 
ted them from enjoylng the fruits 
o f their labour. W ia t  solutfon 
has there been up to now to this 
vital probiem in Cataionia?

The problema of enormoua es- 
tates such as existed in Extrema­
dura, Castiie and Andalucia did 
not exist. There was no dividing 
up of enormous landed propertiea 
in Cataionia. Approximateiy 80% 
o f Catalan agricuiture was con- 
fined to rented farms o f major or 
mlnor importance. Most of them 
consisted o f  farms of twelve or 
thlrteen acres. OnJy in the north 
o f the provinces of Lérida and 
Gerona were there estates of 
75, 100 or 125 aeres.

The reason for this development 
is explained by the fa cí that Ca­
talán agricuiture requlres an in­
tensiva cultivatlon o f the soii, 
whlch has necessitated the apor- 
tioning of land without modifylng 
the conditions o f property, 82% 
of the total surface of Cataionia 
is used for agricuiture, meadow 
land, pasture and forest. Of this 
area 3,522,387 acres are pastu.r- 
age, mountain and wood, 369.413 
aerea are uncultivatable, whlle 
2.768.613 acres are cultlvated, On- 
ly a  third part of the surface is 
used fo r  cercáis. It is interesting 
to note how the cultivation is di- 
vided up.

Of the total surface de- 
voted to agricuiture:

%

Cereals ...............................
Vineyards ..........................
Olives .................

33.59
23.04
19.67
2.97Market Carden produce,,.

Root vegetables................. 5.61
Plants used in industry.,. .17
Kitchen gardens................ 1.74
Orachards ......................... 8,07
Artificial meadows, fo- 

rage ................................ 5.15

There are 200,000 families who 
Work the land in Cataionia. For- 
merly their conditions were par- 
ticuiarly hard and diselosed re­
lies of the feudal system, as for 
instance, in the “Rabassa morta” , 
a clause by which the land retur- 
ned to the owner without indem- 
nifieation when through any type

slogans o f the P. O. U. M., which 
is interested in destroylng the 
unión between the workers and 
peasants, they attempted to earry 
out forced coUectivsatlon,

The United Socialist Party, the 
Esquerra, Rabassaires Union, the 
Estat Catalá and the U. G. T. 
are ñrmiy opposed to this. By

The unión of the two International makes the diplomáis sit up.

of difficulty, like phylloxera for 
example, the farmer was, unable 
to deliver a certain proportion of 
the crop. Innumerable fanners 
were dríven from their farms by 
laws such as this. Frequentiy as 
much as half the harvest had to 
be dellvered to the landowner.

The principal abuse was there- 
fore wiped out with the abolition 
o f the absentee landowner. Since 
July IStfa the land has belonged 
to the man who works It.

Because there existed few great 
landlords the probiem o f expro- 
priation had llttie importance in 
Catalonla. Accordlng to the de­
cree of the Republican Governm­
ent only those landlords who took 
direct or indirect part in the fas- 
cist rebellion were expropriated. 
The Popular Front Government 
has given the land to the pea­
sants. There as far as the pea­
sants were concemed the revolu­
tion ended in Cataionia, and now 
the State helps the peasants by 
every means in its power to ob- 
tain the best results of its labour. 
To some extremists this did not 
appear enough, and incited by the

Govemmeut decree all forced col- 
lectivisation was rlgourously for- 
bldden. There is an agreement 
between the United Socialist Par­
ty, the U. G, T„ the F. A, I. and 
C. N. T,, fom ially eonfirmed on 
Oct. 21, that the peasant has the 
right to cultívate the earth in a 
famlly regime and that forced 
collectivisations are inadmlssible.

W hy did the Government of Ca- 
talonia take this position? The 
Catalan peasant must Work all his 
life for a pi-cperty and in the end 
possesses the coveted earth, and 
does not wish in any way to lose 
it. This wish is easy to understand. 
Those who took part in the strug- 
gle against the fascist rebellion 
and who are now faithfui to the 
Republic are to be respected. At 
present agrictilture must be deve- 
loped for the beneflt of the coun- 
try and so that the front may be 
supplíed with focd. It is unfor- 
timately not possible to supply it 
with sufflcient machinery because 
the factories have to make war 
materials. Complete collectivisa- 
tion would therefore not be easy.

In the PLAN OF VICTORY the 
PSU and the UGT proposed the 
following to the Government as an 
agricultural policy;

“ A jiist policy in the country- 
side. A guarantee for the peasants 
to cultívate the land indivldually 
or collectiveiy as they wish. The 
level o f production to be raised 
by nMans o f credits and direetsd 
to the neceesities of the war. The 
transactions to be regulated by co- 
operatives and the organieation of 
outside markets on a basis of 
agreements between the Govem- 
ments o f the Generality and the 
Republic."

A large number of the peasants 
agree with this policy, as is seen 
by their organisation. More than
100.000 families are in the Union 
of Rabassaires, the Catalan pea­
sant party, whose principies are 
in accordance with the PSUC awl 
the UGT. Another 60.000 peasants 
are organised in the Federation of 
Land Workers (UGT).

The experiments in collectivisa- 
tion realised up to now, and chief- 
ly  those made in the July days 
c f  1936 conflrm the policy exp<5- 
sed above. Up to now the Govern­
ment has registered 66 collectives. 
This figure does not represent the 
total, but are based on the re- 
plíes recelved, A  part o f these re­
present land taken from  fascista 
to be cultivated by peasants in 
common. This initiative o f the pea- 
santa must be protected, On the 
ether hand some collectivisations 
llave shown themselves incapable 
of lasting and were treated as pre- 
mature attempts.

A  great step farward was ta • 
ken when all fanners were rem i­
rad by law to belong to one or 
other o f the syndicates and so co­
me directly under the Ministry of 
Agricuiture in tha Government. 
T h e s e  agricultural syndicate.-< 
grant credits authorised by the 
Government, arrange transactions 
and deal with Insurance against 
bad harvests etc.

To sum up in a  single sentence: 
The Republic of tha Popular Front 
has opened the road for the land 
workers to a fine and promising 
future.

TI

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY

THE BANKERS ATTACK THE POPULAR FRONT
The followlng time table rtiay 

help comradea to understand the 
causes of the Blum's Governm­
ent resignation.

Ever aince the Popular Gov­
ernment has been in office it has

the first of a series of exiting de­
bates on the flnance plan. The 
ftnancial Commission of the Cham- 
ber of Beputies listened to Léon 
Blum’s outline and finally propos- 
ed an amendment limiting the

lí

The Faris Bourse whence attacks on Popular Front are launched.

^en periodlcally confronted by fí- 
08ncíal crisis engineered by the 
200 familiea sind the Bank of 
Franco. These crisis have had 
for object a damaging of the Gov- 
firnment's credit, the diminishing 
of its income, the creation o f gen­
eral financial difficulties through 
Ote export of capital, etc. In ord- 

to combat this, the Blum’s Gov­
ernment had to demacd from  the 
Chamber of deputies and the 
French senate full powers to in- 
ftt)duce new financial measures. 

On Jime the 15th there was

Government, which thereupon obt- 
ained a vote of 346 agalnst 247.

THE CAPITAU ST BINE I P  
THEIK FORCES

The same day (June 16) Com- 
rades Thorez and Duelos of the 
Communist Party had an inter­
view with Blum. As tl'.o latter 
stated that his financial plan 
would mean fresh burden on the 
working class such as increase 
of railway fares, tobáceo and po­
stage, the Communist Party dele- 
gatea as well as the C. P. Depu- 
tiei expressed their disapprova! 
but deciared they would not break 
Popular Front.

That night the Chamber of De­
puties voted a general resolution 
containing these provisions; the 
Government should maintain the 
franc at the parity fixed by the 
law o f the Ist o f october 1936 and 
it should avoid govemmental con­
trol of the rate o f exchange. It 
should have power to take all ne-

Government’s powers to the pre­
sen! session or at the latest until 
July 23. Tilia was accepted by 
Prime Mlnlster Blum with the re- 
sult that the of the finance Com­
mission deciared itself In favor of 
granting powers to the Governm­
ent by majority o f 22 to 16. The 
two moat import.ant speeches 
were those o f  Monsieur Auriol 
(Socialist Party Minister o f Fi- 
nances) and o f Léon Blum. Mon­
sieur Auriol said that the present 
financial attack followed the same 
Unes and carne from the same 
quarters as those of 1924, 1926 
and 1935. He deciared that rec- 
ently over 50.000 millions of franes 
had gone abroad and he demanded 
pcwers to defeat this attempt to 
panic people and to put an end 
to tax frauda. The Prime Mini­
ster deciared that the capitaUst 
cbject was to break up the Pop­
ular Front and to recover on the 
eccncmic and financial field what 
it had lüst on the poUtical. He 
said that capital was created by 
the workers and had no right 
to strike against them. The 
debate went on aU night until 
the entry of the Communist De­
puties at 4,50 a. m. who demand­
ed a suspensión o f the debate. 
The House was adjoumed and at 
6,15 the Communist Party anno- 
unced that it would support the

things the Government proposed 
that it would introduce legislatlon 
to control speculation in banks 
and to repress tax frauds.

On June 19 the Prench rejected 
Blum’s proposals and hy majority 
crdered its own financial Commis-

Jaeguea Duelos, leading Communist, 
deputy i« France.

cessary measures to secure public 
finances and to protect eavings 
and public credit, wlthout proced- 
ing to obllgatory conversions of 
national loana.

The followlng practical meas- 
urea were then decided upon: the 
steepenlng of taxes on incomes 
above 60.000 franc’a broadenlng of 
tax ba«i8, and Increased raüway 
fares, wireles lesa dues. gas and 
electricity prices. Amongat other

The Chamber of Deputies.

sion to draw up a  plan which was 
finaUy accepted by the Benate 
with a vote o f 198 against 82.

A  detailed analyais o f the Se- 
nate’s  proposals is not possible 
here because of the technlcallty, 
nevertheless as Blum deciared 
they were aimed at a complete 
paralyaation of the Popular Front 
Government. On the 21st Blum 
announced the reaignation of its 
Government in the Chamlier of 
Deputies.

Monsieur Chautemps was then 
invited to found a. new Govern­
ment and eventually succeded 
giving eleven mlnisters to radi­
cáis and nine to Socialists.

W HY DID THE SENATE BRING 
DOWN THE GOVERNMENT?

The conneetion between this 
event and the meetlng of the two 
Workers International Is skj olosc 
in point of time that the Senate's 
rpposition is quite clearly the ca- 
pitalist counter-attack to the mo- 
venient towards proletarian soll- 
darity. .At the same time we must 
point out that as result o f Blum 
re.signatioii the Freneh Govern- 
uieiit no ionger has a majority o{ 
íulnisters controlled by the Se- 
oüiid International.
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N E W S  I N B R I E F
June 18.—The Belgian Workers 

P a r t y  (Seeond International) 
bluntly rejects meeting with Bel- 
gian Communist Party on Spaniah 
issue, and orders socialísts to 
wlthdraw from all existent co-or- 
dination committees.

June 22.— Soviet aviatora achie- 
ved non-stop flight from  Moscow- 
Vancouver by the North Pole.

June 21.—De Broukére announ- 
ces hls forthcoming resignatlon 
from the direction of the Second 
International.

June 23.—Barcelona pólice con­
tinué arresta of introllables and 
Trotskytes, detaining '‘tipos’’ who

recently tried to aasault various 
d e p a r t m e n t s  of the Military 
School.

June 24.—Spanish Socialist Par­
ty and Communist Party make 
fresh appeál to Second and Thlrd 
Internationale for immediate help, 
the same day the Second Inter­
national and the I. F. T, TJ., de­
clare Non-Intervention must be 
brought to an end.

June 26.—The Catatan Govern­
ment resigna. New Govennent is 
expected to be fonned on Monday.

June 26.—The Spanish Gover- 
ment replles to Eden's note o f the 
16 th., in effect rejecting Four 
Power Pact's demanda unless ac- 
companied by guarantees on ea-

fety o f  Spanish ships ports and 
cities from attaok by Germán and 
Itaiian warshlps, and assurances 
that fascist fleets wlll not conti­
nué to help Franco.

June 19.— In the possession of 
a French arma dealer bs’.onging 
to De La Roque's Fascist Party, 
arrested for arms smuggling, 
were found documenta showing 
that a deal was pianned involving 
twentytwo tanks, twenty chaser 
p l a n e s ,  12.000 machine guns,
20.000 submachine g u n s  a n d
200.000 rifles.

June 21.—British and French 
Government announce they wlll 
continué Control without Germa- 
ny and Itatly.

June, 27.—The South WaJes Mi- 
ners Federatlon in Congress at 
Cardiff demands a change o f po- 
licy towards Spain, in line with 
that recently outlined by the So­
cialist and Trade Union Internatio- 
nals. The Congress called on the 
U, T. C. fo r  an all unión confe- 
rence to mobilise all elements for 
this work.

June, 27.- -In  a discourse on hls 
so-ealled Four Years Plan addres- 
sed to 80.000 Assault troops at 
Wurzburg, Hitler said bluntij- 
“ Germany needs to import iron 
ore. For this reason we desire a 
Nationalist Government in Spain, 
In order that we may acquire Spa­
nish iron ore". This statement and 
the general tone of Aeree ho.stiIi- 
ty to England, was much com- 
mented on by conservative news- 
paper in London,

June 28.— It is understood in 
weU informed politlcal circles that 
De Brouckére’s And Adler’s resi- 
gnation from  the Second Interna­
tional was due to Labour Party 
and Delgian Sosialist condemna- 
tion of the unity proposals bet- 
ween the two Intematlonals.

June, 28.- -The Executive Com- 
mittee of the Second International 
refuses to accept the resignatlon 
o f De Brouckére, prestdent; Ad­
iar, secretary and Rousdrofk, who 
have been severely criticised by 
the British Labor Party and the 
Belgian Socialist Party for agree- 
iog  to meet the 8d International.

The Executive Cominlttee said 
that thclr resignatlon would com- 
promise the success of actions be 
taken.

June, 28.— The Danish Govern­
ment has prohibited the building 
of two ships intended fo r  war use 
which the Spanish rebels had

commissioned from a Danish ship- 
bullder. Franco loses his deposit.

June, 28.—Fierre Cot, French 
Minister o f air has sent the fo- 
llowlng telegram to the Soviet Go­
vernment:

“I beg you to give my warm

i

-lA

Loiiis De Brouckere.

congratulaUons to the aviatory 
Chekaloff, Baidukoff and Belia- 
koff for their admirable Moscow- 
Vancouver flight, which has de. 
monstrated the high quality of the 
material employed and the mas- 
terly skill o f the crew Which has 
earried out the flight.” No doubt 
other Govemments, less friendly to 
the Soviet Union have noticed the 
“high quality o f the material and 
masterly skill” .

June, 28.—A t half past nlne at 
tóght was published a list o f new 
ministers o f the Catalan Govern­
ment. It is as foilows;

Primer ■minister, Luis Companys 
(President o f the Catalan Repu- 
blic).

Commerce and Treasury, Juan 
Taradellas, EJsquerra (C ata lan  
Left).

Home office and Dept. o f State, 
Antotflo Marta Sbert, Esquerra.

Culture, Pi i Suner, Esquerra 
(Mayor of Barcelona).

Health, Vidal, C. N. T.

Public Services, García Oliver, 
C. N. T, (Formerly Minister in the 
Largo Caballero Govt.)

Economy, José Izglea, C. N. T.
Supplies, Miguel Serra Paniel, 

United Socialist Party (Affliiated 
3d International).

Justice, Rafael Vidlella, United 
Socialist Party.

Labour and Public Works, Juan 
Comorera, United Socialist Party 
(of which he is the leader).

Agriculture, José CaJvet, Rabas, 
saires Union,

Minister without portfolio, Pe­
dro Bosh Gimpera, Indepentent.

It is noteworthy that the C. N. 
T, is thus co-operating in a go- 
vernment similar to the Valencia 
Govt-, aLso that the United Socia­
list Party members, are now en- 
tering as such, whereas before 
they were called U. G. T. meI^  ̂
bers, The Economic posts are dis- 
tributed, one to the Esquerra, one 
to the Raljassaires (Share - crop- 
pers), which accept the United So­
cialist Party policy fo r  the land, 
and one to the C. N. T. Note al- 
so that the Ministry o f W ar has 
been abolished, this Department 
Corning under the Valencia Go­
vernment,

SI
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Munitions for the «New Artillery»
Propaganda in the enemy’s 

ranks ia belng intenalfied daily 
thanks to good work on the part 
ot comrades. The number oí wor- 
kers in the fasclts a m y  who ha. 
ve already passed over to our li­
nea ia already to be numbered in 
thousands.

The victory of Guadalajara was 
the occasion o f a masa influx into 
our ranks o f Italian workers and 
this experience has already bor­
ne its fruits- The knowledge of 
their work acquired by the Gari- 
baldi Battalion has been o f Servi­
ce to the comrades of other bri- 
gades.

The possibilities o f work among 
the enemy are greater today than 
ever, not only we have made se- 
rious breaches in the fascist “pro­
paganda front” but also because 
considerable demoralization exista 
on their side. The fact that the 
heroic forces of Bilbao were not 
able any longer to maintain their 
resistance to the Italian and Ger­
mán bordes with their rnasaed 
tanks and aeroplanea and their 
overwhelming mechanical forcé as 
well as to the hardsMps oaused 
by the blockade, does not alter the 
fact that we are at presen! pre- 
paring a victorious offenslve. It is 
clear that in such conditions our 
dances o f persuadlng enemy aol- 
diers to pass over to our ranks 
are very mueh greater.

and the Political Commissar but 
o f the whole o f the comrades. 
Each one should make his contri- 
bution, however small it may be. 
We must remember that along a 
front hundreds o f miles long the- 
re are before us many fascist sol- 
diers whose constant thought ia 
how to escape. If our words are 
sensitive enough to touch tbeir 
most intímate thoughta, if through

.V

5a

this work. The most persuasive 
words have no effect if they are 
heard Imperfectly, the most ca- 
refully written argument loses 
weight if the leallet is poorly pro- 
duced. We must not be content, in 
tviía modern war, with primitive 
equipment.

In the technical field we alrea­
dy possess a certain number of 
loudspeakers, but it is neccessary

and persistently carried out. PO- 
LITICAL COMMISSARS MUST 
UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS 
ONE OF THEIR MOST ESSEN- 
TIAL DUTIES.

THE MORAL EFFEOTS OF 

THIS WORK

The better we do this during 
the preparatory period the more 
easy and effecUve the offensive 
will become. And victory will be 
correspondingly quicker and grea­
ter.

In many military unities com- 
manders, comnüssars and men ali- 
ke have opened subscriptions for 
the purchase of loudspeakers and 
other technical apparatus. Gene­
ral Miaja for instance. has given 
5.000 pesetas. Funds are being 
collected by trade unions, politi­
cal parties and popular organiza- 
tiona throughout Loyal Spaln. We 
do not doubt that the comrades of 
our International Brlgades will 
also help.

Comirades are invited to write 
in conceming their experiencea in 
this work. not only in the prepara- 
tlon and deUvery of propaganda 
but on technical matters also, for 
publication in the VOLUNTEER.

To the job  then comrades. This 
"New Artillery” is one of the best 
pleces of armament in the People'a 
Army.

SEKIOUS THOUGHT MUST BE 
GIVEK TO THIS WORK

It is not sufficient merely to 
provide oneself with a loudspea- 
ker, however modem ,and make 
kny sort of noise, ñor to rain lea- 
tlets on the enemy’s heads. It Is 
beccessary to know to whom one 
m speaking. E ffort must be made 
te know what language they 
®peak, whether they are workers 
er peasants, national characterds- 
tiCK and conditions, both political 
®nd social. It is neccessary to ob­
serve their habits and how their 

is employed, and every detall 
which may indícate the State of 
morale among them. Above all it 
m necessary not to shout insulte 
^t the enemy, even under provo- 
cation.

The content and text of the 
'caflet should be the work, not on- 
ty of the Propaganda Commlssion

T lio  k n o v  k d p e  o f  íh o ir  w o rk  a r iju ire d  b y  <hc C a riba ld i R a tto lion  bao b m i  o f  Service to 
l ile  c om ra d es  o f  o l lie r  Irri^ades,

our words they recognize us as 
clase brothers, our propaganda 
may give just that impulse which 
will make them decide to escape. 
The immediate danger of flight 
will eeem less that that o f remai- 
ning with an army which is head- 
ing fo r  defeat.

CARK IN THE EXECUTION OF 
PROPAGANDA WORK

It is neccessary also to take 
care of the technical aspeets of

to bring all our means to perfec- 
tion. The same thing applies to 
written propaganda. Soldiers ha- 
ve already passed over to us car- 
rying one of our leaflets hidden 
beneath his clothes, sometimes 
Indeed, wrapped around a.religlous 
emblem slung from the neck. Eve­
ry possible means such as strong 
wind etc. must be utilised to dis­
tribute these leaflets to the ene­
my.

But the most importan! Is that 
the work be properly organised

THE SOVIET UNION LOOKS 
XOWAUnS BIGGER AND BET­

TER CHICKEN DINNERS

The poíiltry industry, an Impor- 
tant branch of livestock economy 
wlU almost quadruple ifcs number 
of breedíng hens by 1942, accord- 
ing to figures obtained at the 
central office of the poultry de- 
partment o f the KSFSK, About 
13.8iXI.000 breeders on the nearly
23.000 poultry eollectlve famis 
will help siipply Soviet tables 
with ehickens and egg».

The plan calis for an lacrease 
o f 41,5 mlUion hatehing eggs, 
raising the total number o f eggs 
for taatching purposes to 80.000.000 
by 1942.

Purther more, the 345 iiieuba- 
tor stations with incubators ha- 
ving a total capaelty o í 16 millioii 
eggs will be more than doubleil 
by the end of the Third Ftve- 
Year Plan.
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TELEGRAM  SENT |TO THE UNITED 
STATES BY THE AMERICAN COMRADES

The Abrahain Lincoln, Georg^e Washington and Patrlck Henrr Bat- 
tallons, the John BroHTi artillery battery and the American transport

and meohanioal squadrons to the peoplc o í the ITnitcd States.
Independence day 1987.

Wc. Ameri,.ans in Spain fighting for the preserx-ation of World 
üemocracy. are proud to celébrate today the natioiiaT festival o f our 
.\merican ideáis on Spanish soil.

It was necessary for us to come here because govemments have 
not done their dufy to a great people, to whóm American *WvUization 
cwes much. The boundei. duty of aJl govemments. above all those ani- 
mated by democratic ideáis, was to grant to the Spanish tiovernnient 
its nghts and thereby to bave struck a deeislve blow for Democracy 
We. Americans in the International Brigades, know we have struck that 
blow. Majiy of our comrades have fallen. Many lie silent on these bat- 
tleflelds of Spain. We know that had all the democratic govemments 
of the World done their duty, our comrades need not have died. Yet 
in their hearts, as in the heart of every tiue American, the rich blood 
of hberty flowed, giving Ufe to their being. For this they carne here.

On this July Ith we declare that we have sought not only to do our 
share to redress the omisslon of governments. but to defeat the purposes 
o f those tyrant.s, alien to the Spanish race, who would enslave a free 
people, As l,a  Fayette, Citizen of Fr.ince, lirged bv impulses whieh all 
American democrats wlll honor today, sailed from  his own land and 
offered hlmself to the glorious founder of American Independence, 
Harhington, so we have o ffen^  ourselves to the Spanish Government. 
Like La Fayette and his spiendid company. we have been accepted with 
gratltude by the Spanish People. As La Fayette was glven officer ’s 
nuik by V\ashlngtoii so also onr Commaiiders derive their authority 
from the President ut the Spanish Kcpublic. As La Fayette pursued

no private ends neither do we. .As he sought only to aid the Ame­
rican People in their straggle against a foreing despotism so do we. 
-And when the Spanish People have driven out the fascist invader we 
shall retum to the land we love.

FeUow Americans. the flrst Battle of American Liberty was struck 
at Bunker Hill. It was a deeislve battie. We of the Lincoln Battalion 
are proud that we have taken part in the glorious defense o f Madrid, 
a defense that has thrilled all lovers of liberty throughout the world. 
We are proud bccause we know that the battles in whlch we have 
taken a purt Here decisive, that we have therefore sealed the most 
sacred of liuman bonds between the American and Spanish People. 
I  pon a hill o f the Jarama Front, among the vineyards and olive fields 
of Spain, many of our comrades will lie after we have gone from  here, 
Fpon this Fourth of July we moiirn them, proiidly, fuiding courage 
iii their bravo example. People of the United States to your feet in 
honor of our dead! of jou r  dead at the gates of Madrid!

And reniembering them, the Americans in Spain ask you to be on 
gtiard against the Torces of fasclsm at present plotting against Ame­
rican Stajidards iii our homcland. We read with joy  of the great sweep 
of trade unioin crganization among the worker.s o f America. We greet 
the tremendous movement o f Progressive thought and action develop- 
ing in the States. Let no reactioiinaries dcstroy sur nation’s hope 
of progresa towards a better and Juster society. Let us unite in our 
efforts to preserve democracy in Spain, in America and throughout 
the World.

Loiig live American a.nd Spanish democracy!
J>ong live American and Spanish Independence!
Long Uve the Ahraham Lincoln Battalion!
Loiig live the Peoples Front in all iandsl

WHAT IS BEHIND THE GERMAN INTERVENTION? 
SOME REVEALING FIGURES

The Germán Government needs an- 
mially for armament (imports):

Spain produces aiimially:

Zinc

Tons. Tons,

.'langanesc .........
f'oDoer ............  325.000Sulphatp of fron
Iron mineral...... ............  8.264.000

If to these figures we lUid the zinc of Vigo, the potash of t ’ataloiiia 
the mercurj of Almadén, Hltler’s true motives are clear.

A FEW IMPORTAN! THINGS ABOUT THE MAIL
We have glven instruction a» to how to use the mails both for the 

puriMise of imiiroving the service and also to keep our maU from be- 
í'omlng a source of information for the enemy.

We musí insist on two chieí points of extreme Importance:
1- Have your corresponde.,ts address your malí according to ins- 

íructions given you by the mail service.
2“ Several comrades insist, in spite of several warnings to send 

•nformations of military character, while others have the irresponsible 
tendeney to descrilw in detail how they arrived in Spain.

I f  tho comrades would glve a little thought to the effect that such 
c orrcspondence nught have they w ould write about ot ther thiiigs.

AUTO LABOR GOING ANEAD FULL
STEAM

DKTROIT.— I>abor in auto is 
just getting started in its íorward 
march. It's goiiig ahead lull 
-steam on a half dozeii different 
fronts.

“ General strike in Lansing. A  
mass proteet demonstration of 75,- 
000 marchlng workers in Flint. 
Rcnt strike o f 15,000 stlll going 
strong in Pontiac. A  mass prfo- 
t« it  demonstration at Henrv 
Ford’s front door in Dearborn. A 
mass movement against high rents 
launched in Detroit. National 
conference to present new de­
manda to the huge General Mo­
tors Corporation at the expirafion 
o f the present agreement on Aug. 
Ilth. Two great plante of the 
Ternstedt división of General Mo­
tors shut down with a sit-down 
strike o f 1.8,000 workers, mostlj 
women. A half dozen strikes in

smaller plante. .And now a oon- 
certed movement by the UAt\, 
the AFL and all progresslve mo- 
vements to put labor in the citj 
hall in the eoming city elections.

/ >

JOHN L. LEWIS

^ lA N A  (U . G . T ,) .—Ija rra , 6. M adrid
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