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TOWARDS ONE WORKERS

This week Comrade Thorez, lea-
der of the Frenci Communist
Party addressed another appeal to
the Second luternatiotial for con-
crete decisiona in the question of
aid to the Spanisti people. WiUi
considerable melanchoiy we have
to admit tbat thia is proof tbat
the Socialist parties of Europa
have not all yet reatsed that the
historie moment for Internatio-
nal solldarity has arrived, and
wlth someting of shame one must
record that the objection within
the Second International to work-
ing with the Comintem has come
chiefly from the Britiah Labour
Party, which too evidently ap-
pears to be keeping atep with
Mr. Edén.

Within Spain, working class uni-
ty has made one more stop for-
ward this week with the present-
ing to the Executive Commlttee
of the Spaniah Workera’' Socialist
Party of the Conunimist Party’s
official proposal for the fusion of
the two parties.

A CON'CREXE PROtiIEAMME IS
OL'TUNED

In the preambule the Commun-
ist Party says that the jolning of
the two partlea and the creation
of one workers’' party is absolu-
tely essential to the winning of
the war and the revolution, and
to the safegaurdiug of the Po-
pular Front, as also of the direc-
tion of the natlonal economy.
“Wilthout this unifeation it is dif-
ficult to concelve the economic
and social organisation of the New
Spain.”

This fusién should not be dif-
ficult, says José Diaz, because
"there are no divergences of prin-
cipie between the Parties. Both
are inspired by the Marxist-Leni-
nist ideology, whose best expon-
ent and upholder today is Com-
rade Stalin; both regard as their
historie mission the destruction of
capitaUst exploltation, of all ex-
ploitation and oppresaion of man
by man, or of one natlon by ano-
ther; and the building of the So-
clalist tCommuniat) society with-
out classes”.

The flrst point of the program-
me deais with the army stren-
gthening OF THE FIGHTING
POWER OF THE POPULAR RE-
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GULAR ARMY OF THE REPU-
BLIC.

This paragraph demanda "the
suppression of the Militia or of
autonomous sectors of the front:
better application of the decree
on obiigatory Service: steady in-

crease of the number of well-
trained, well-armed and well-dis-
ciplined reserves: energetic and
methodical purge to cleanse the
milltary apparatus of traitors, sa-
boteurs and incapables; a fearless
policy of promoting to high com-

COMRADE GEORGE BROWN

To the comrades of the English Battalion

Comrades; it is not the most
fitting that one man alone should
write what he feels about the loss
of our comrade. | have telegraphed
to London for a blography of
Comrade Brown, but so far it has
not arrived. When it does it will
be published In full.

George and | siept in the same
room whlle he was stationed here
in Madrid. | had itever met him
before, but we soon became good
friends; those who have worked
with him wlll know why. We used
often to talk of politieal work.
He always spoke humorousiy of
his own work, but listening to his
shrew'd accounts and analyses, and
feeling his sincerity and steady
convictlon, one couid understand
his great worth to the workers’
movement.

There was an affectionate
warmth in Comrade George
Brown, comblned with a hard and
clear understanding that made
him a spiendid companion iu
work. Dr}' and mecLanical fornia-
Uty had no place in our comrade,
everything was llving material, to
be hanclled with sympaUiy and
care. I never saw him treat a
single problem as a mere matter
of routlne.

He was atw'ays anxlous to retum.
I remember how Harry Pollltt,
to thp comrades of the Battalion.
George and | rodé down past the

North station in Madrid through
the ruiiied outskirts oi the city,
That aftemoon he toid me again
that he wanted to be back with
you comrades. A day later he
carne excitedly to me, obvlously
very happy, and said he was in-
deed retuming to you. We talked
a long time on the stairs of this
building, over an hour; he had a
humorous remark about that also.
The next day 1 was sent to Va-
lencia. When | retumed 1 heaxd
of his death. Well, comrades, you
knew him better than we did, but
It was a very sad day for us.

The battle for Ilberty cannot
be fought without losses. His was
a very great loss. Comrade Lenin
once sald that for every Com-
muuist who falls a hundred will
take his place. There will be, there
must be someone who wuUl later
replace our comrade, because His-
tory has signallcd us out for V>c-
tory. Nevertheless we moum him
as a grand fighter and as a man.
Wljocver foUows him will have a
fine example.

| said that it seemed wrong to
me that | should write about Com-
rade Brown, because he was the
Battallon's comrade. But | knew
him, I knew his great worth and
lus fine manliness and that is why
I have written.

K.M.PH BATES

PARTY

mand of the leaders who have
aprung from the people and have
received their training in the fire
of battle; supreme unified com-
mand... and practlcal and moral
help to raise the prestige of the
war commissars in their extreme-
ly responsible work”.

On the question of war Indus-
try the programme says "it is
necessary to ask the govemment
to proceed immediately with the
nationalisatlon and militarisation
of all existing war industries as
well as the creation of new ones,
handing over of all arms In the
reaguard, and a masa drive
among the working class to in-
crease the level of production.
New roads are called for, as also
the development of transport re-
cources.

COORDIN.ATION OF ECONOMY
AND IMPROVEMENT OF
WORKING CONDITIONS

Here a centralisation of all
planning is demanded, together
with the municipalisation of pu-
blic and urban Services, Trade
Unions and Workers cooperatl-
ves are to be represented on the
Natlonal Board of Economy
Though the workers well under-
stand that during war time It is
difficult to carry out thorough
going reforma yet these are ne-
cessary; the conditions of the
workers must be rapidy improved.

An intensification of agricultu-
ra! production must be worked
for also. The soil must be gua-
ranteed to those who work it, the
peasant must be free to collecti-
vise or not as he desires, financial,
technlcal and commerclal help
must be given to the peasants,
whether working indlvidually or
in freely formed coUectlves.

Other sections of this extremely
intereating document deal with
the right of certain areas of
Spain to a great degree of inde-
paodance, This, of course, refera
to Catalonia, Biscaya and Gali-
cia. Only on the baaia of indepen-
dence and mutual trust can a
really United Spain come into
existence. In another paragraph
the Communlst Party proposes
that the policy of maintaining
good relations with the loyal sec-
tions of the middle class shall be
continued.
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All this is presented to the So-
ciaiist party not as a cut and dried
plan, but as material for discus-
ion which confonns to tbe ge-

. neral line of the Party.

PRINCII'LES OF ORGANISA-
TION

That the campaign for luilty
has gone for beyond the propa-
ganda stage can be seen from
this, that the proposals inolude a
section dealing with the organi-
sation of the future party. This
i3 part of what is suggested, “de-
mocratic centralism and severe,
voluntarily imposed discipline,
right of criticism and discussion
and duty of selfcriticism hut,
when a decisién is taken on a
question... the decision must be
obligatory for everyone.”

THE OPINION OF SOCIAEISTS
~AND U. G. T. MEMBERS

The issue of Saturday of the
U, G. T, organ “Claridad” is com-
menting of the prohlem of work-
ing claas unity says,

"The struggle and work in com-
mon have created, between socia-
lista and communists, a soudarity
and an identity of aspiration and
sacriflce, which today is expres-
sed in the vehement desire for
unty... we can better commemorate
this first anniversary of the war
by making closer the unién which
we have forged out in the tren-
ches and which we have wa-
tered with our hlood.”

In headlines "Claridad" demands
ONE SINGLE PARTY POR THE
PROLETARIAT. This is the spirit
of unity which will brings us vic-
tory, this is the visién which eve-
ry worker who valles his own in-
tegrity has always had, this is
our guarantee of a world that an
honest man may be happy to live
in. At this moment the thrilling
words of Pasionaria are ringlng
out over the wlreless from the
great meeting which the two par-
ties are holding today in Madrid.
There are enemies of unity, even
in Spain, but they will be power-
less to hold back the tide. How
long will the gentlemen of Trans-
port bouse keep closed thelr eyes?
The workers of Spain demand
hnlty between the two Intema-
tionals. They are right, for they

are tbe vanguard of the proleta-
rias World.
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THE PIG’S

SNOUT IN

SPANISH ECONOMY

The speech made by Hitler in
Wuerzburg on June 27, in which
he said that what Germany is
after is the jron ore of the Ba-
sque provinces, only put before

eyes of the general public
what in the intematlnal flnar.clal
and industrial world had
been known,

The conquest of Spain's mine-
ral wealth by Germany and Italy
might have been carried out in
a conaparativBly peaceful way had
the fasdst generais and
men” been able to conquer the
central govemment and subm't
Spain rapidly and decisively. Fail-
ing in that attempt, as we aD
know, the war "against the reds"”
as Hitler and MussoUni tried to
caU it at the beginning, was
bound to take on more and moro
a decided form of economic con-
quest, unashamed and ruthless.

What agreements have been
made between IUly and Germany
conceming the partition of the
spolls we do not know, but Spain
possesses rich iron deposita in
Spanlsh Morocco, and among
other places, extremely rich de-
posita of high grade ore near
Bilbao.

Germéan heavy industry is no-
torioudy short of iron ore under
its own direct control. Since long
ago tbe large manufacturers of
the Rhineland and of Westphalia
have been casting voracious eyes
on Northern Spain.

Ferdinand Friedensburg in hig
book "Mineral deposita aa factora
of politlcal and military power”,
printed in Stuttgart in 1936 says:

“The great and ever increasing
activity of Germany in the fleld
of intemational mining economy
has aa a goal, first of aJl the oil
of Rumania, the iron ore produc-
tion of France, Spain and Scandi-
navia and the conquest of load
and sino ore in other parto of the
llorZd- (Spoin i« olso rich ih Icad
and sino.)

Krupp tried aa long ago as 1924
to lay its hand on Spanlish iron
when, at the time of the notorious
dea] about the cannon shells per-
cussion cap patenta, Vickers ga-
ye Krupp the Basque ircn mining
and smelting planta "Fabrica Hie-

long

"noble-

res, S. A.” in exchange for the
British patent rights, Krupp has
also interests in the "Crconera
Iron Co.” of Bilbao, in Uie "Ma-
quinista Terrestre y Marit.ma”
of Barcelona and in severa! ship-
building planta, chiefly in that of
“Echevariata” of Céadiz.

It was on the 22d of January
that the “Wirtschftsdients" (Eco-
nomic Infonnations) of Hamburg
rather dolefuUy stated that "The
Spanish heavy industry centers,
chiefly the iron ore reglén sur.
rounding Bilbao and the coal mi-
nes of Asturias were not yet un-
der Franco’s control. Two weeks
later. Mola staxted the offenaive
against Bilbao using for the ac-
tion freshly arrived troops from
Italy and Germany. The organ of
Hjalmar Schacht al about the
same time made a polltico-mili-
tary commentaiy on the necces-
sity of conquering the Basque iron,
which is tbe most frank statem-
ent yet made on the motives of
Germany in this war. “The mena-
ce of the natlonalist troops against
the iron mineral region of Bilbao...
touches the interests of Great Brl-
tain not only ii» what concems
the freedom of the seas... but aiso
on what is by far the most deli-
cate probiem, whiCu is the of iron
ore supply to the British new ar-
mament program.” The pape.r coa.
tinues by saying that the absence
of the iron ore would considerably
embarrass the British program.

And so the sirange game of
bidé and seek of the democratic
countrles for ever ready to duck
the blows without taking a defini-
te stand against the Faseist black-
mailers goes on, The new propo-
sal by Great Britain for a new
form of control against Spain is
one more evidence that the lesson
has not yet been learned, and that
faseist insolence may run wlld for
some time longer.

The Interests of Great Britain
are unqueationably in oppositlon to
those of Germany and lItaly, but
the British Tories are stiU wa-
vering between democratic Spain
and a faseist assertion against the
workers the world over. Henee the
titubatlons...

News in bri

July 9—"Here is how "Pravda"
comments o*i the visit of George
Lansbury to Mtissolini.

“In April this year Mr. Lans-
bury risited Hitler, taking upon
himself the high mission of trans-
fomiing the leader of German Fa-
scism into "a peacemaker and ge-
nuino Christian”

“With this same aim l-ansbury
now goes to Rome. He intends
to preaeh non-resistance to the
Duce hitnself.”

“Lansbury is, in essence, play-
Ing the role of advdcate for the
most die-liard aggiessors, the
most outspoken warmongers. IHs
trip to Berlin was most advanta-
geous for Germéan diplomacy,
which at that time found it pro-
litable deraagogically to demoén-
strate its pseudo peacc-luviiig po-
Uey in order to receive an Inter-
national loan.

FALLEN AGAIN

“Now Lansburj' has fallen Into
the Faseist trap again. Mussollnl,
who is carrjing on large-scale in-
terventiou in Spain, has nothing
against comlng out in irrcspuisl-
ble talk with this Labour leader
as a picture of hollness, wlishing
only etemal peaee and quiet in
Europe.

“Undoubtedly Lansbury’s visit
ol respect to the Fascists takes
place not without the knowledge
of certain clrcles in Britain, wtich
constantly pursue the policy of
helping the aggressors morally or
materlally.”

Juli 10. — Juan March, tbe
smuggling milllonaire and business
agent for the Spanish Faseist Re-
bela, is once more oo his way to
Rome.

More about him, the meaning
of his tripa and on the importan-
ce of the man can be gathered
from the letter quoted bere below
and written by tbe former Spanish
Minister Diego Hidalgo to a friend
in Switzerland.

OWFI .ALL TO MARCH
“Without March all would have
been lost some time ago. When
on© day we have the opporunity
to talk to one another again, 1



\vill pxplain to you how it is that
tho support we have received
from ItaJy and Germany for our
movement we owe entircly to
March. You can take it from me
that the Germans and Italians in
Spain share this bigh opinién ot
him.

"From a friend like yourself |
cannot concoal the truth. Franco,
who ib clever, would have done
had success come quickly, as we
hoped, biit he is uselcss in a hard

fight. He is not the stuff that
leaders are made of; the conse-
quence is that the “falanglsts"

dun’t treat him seriously, and he
inspires no confidenee among the
traditioiialists, the monarrhists,
and even in militar circles.

‘«ONLY BRAIN”

"March, who Is the real and
only braln we have, is worhing to
finish up as head of the state, or
to beoome at least a representati-
ve leading figure, entiticd to no-
minate a government based on
real talent. The unfortunate part
about it is that thls talent shows
no sign of putting in an appearan-
ce, unless it be in the person of
March himself, which, you undcr-

stand, is of course quite impos-

sible”.

SUBMIT TO ALLi UNIT8 AND
HOSPJTALS

Comrades: In order to facilitate
and tender more officient the ex-
pedition of mail, the foUouHng ru-
les and regulations muat be ob-
servad.

1) your adress is, as the follo-
wing example:

Socorro Bofo, Plaaa Altozano
N... Albacete (E'ipana).

Your unit number leill be given
to you by the responsible comrade
of the unit you join. No other
adress wiU do.

2) Outgoing adresses must be
as follows.

John Doe, 245 W 45th St, New
York, N. Y. {V. S. A)).

John Doe, 16 Gloucester Place,
London, W. O. (England).

3) There shall not appea,- uny
return adress, rubber .tlamp im-
pressions; posfape stamps or any
wording, markings ets. that wouJdd
indicate the original point of de-
parture, for any correspondencc.

There are only two countfies
Franco and Csechoslovakia, to
which wail can be sent direct.

4) No officially headed paper
or envelopes are to be used for
private correspondencc purposes.

5J Envelopes are not to be
sealed.
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iPASAREMOS]

6) No panoramic photographs
or posteara v~ews other than sin.
gle buildvngs vAll be passed. AU
postearas must be enclosed in en-
velopes.

8) No report of deaths unless
officially confirmed, Information
to be obtained from poUtical com-
missar.

9) No articles to the press
whatever, will be possed, unless
.sanctioned by the PoUtical Com-
missar of Unit or Brigade.

10) No fames of totons or
fronts jnwst appear on heading or
in body of letter. No sfrategic
descriptions of mUitary actions or
battJes allowed,

11) Packets of up to 500 gram-
mes can be conveniently forwar-
ded both ways. In view of our past
experiences it is indvated that it
is necessary to register all packets
and pareéis, or letters witk vaina-
ble objecta enclosed.

12) AU applications for leave
of absence, or repatriation must
be submitted through the regular
channels indicated. Letters ad-
dressed otherwise will be returned.

13) Any letters or packages
which do not conform to the abo.
ve regulations wuUIl either be re-
tumed to the responsible comrade
of Unit; or subjected to a delay
of from three days to tkree weeks.
We cannot hold up the mail of the
cotnrades who are abiding by the
rules.

14) No telegrams will be ac-
cepted, itniess approved and sig-
ned for by the PoUtical Commis-
sar of the Base.

By order of the Government.
Base de las Brigadas Inter-
nacionales. Comisario po-

litico.

Soviet pavilloD moniiincDt at (be Paris cxI*
bitioD.

"War”, writes the great millta-
ry theorist Von Clausewitz, "ia
the continuation of politioa.” The
Madrid offensive of the People’a
Army is the clearest possible U-
lustration of thia principie. A year
of scattered but tremendous ini-
tiatives of nullions of Spaniarda
and the central Une of the New
People’s Front Government have
been aimed preciseiy toward this
drive. In the days of the rebel
advance on Madrid when the mili-
tias retreated helplessiy before
the modem planes and tanks of
their intemaUonal Fascist eremy,
the Fifth Regiment toiled heroi-
cally to create regular troope, In
the heroic November days new
reserves of popular energy were
tapped to save Madrid, and with
these reserves and the Fifth Re-
giment as a base, the Defensa
Junta of Madrid forged the Army
of the Center. Méalaga had to fall,
the battles of the Jarama take
their toll, the Blackshirts suffer
a tremendous defeat above Gua-
dalajara, and the Spanish people
change Cabinets before the Army
cf the Center could be duplicated
on a national scale. It took one
whole year to create a regular
Army, establish compulsory mili-
tary Service, subjeci the Army to
a single General Staff, The work
Is still not completed. The perfec-
tion of that Army, the purging
of its commanding staff of mili-
tarists of doubtful loyalty or me-
diocre talemt and replacing them
by officers taken from the ranks
and tested as to ability and to lo-
yalty by a year of fire — these
are continuous tasks. There is no
point at which the improvement
of that mdlitary weapon ends, and
so in examining the resulta of the
first major offensive of the Spa-
nish people against the invading
forces of Italy and Germany, we
must bear In mind that thia is the
w'ork of a part of our forces at a
given degree of development. The
experiences of the offensive ltself
s'.veep the People’'s Army inevita-
tly on to higher leveis-

nie Madrid front waa the 16-
gica! choice for the offensive, but
it was equally obvious that the re-
bols could not be driven away
from the herolc capital simply by
hesid on attacks against extreme-
ly well-fortified positions. To at-
tack those positions from the rear,
to penétrate the rebel niles and
strike from left and right, was a
natural approach to this problem

GIVEN AN ARMY OF SUFFI-
CIENT MOBILITY AND A CO-
ORDINATION OF SUFFICIENT
PLEXIBILITY to make It feasi-
ble. THE FIRST LESSON OF
THE PREUMINARY PHASE OF
THE GREAT OFFENSIVE IS
THAT THE PEOPLE'S ARMY
IS A MOBILE BODY WITH AN
EFFECTIVE CENTRAL COM-
MAND.

On the night of July 5th Go-
vernment forces descended from
the neighhorhood of the Madrid-
Escoriald road {we may use Valde-
morillo as a concrete point) and
penetrated rapidly into Pasclst
territory west of Madrid and
along the foothiUs of the Gtiadar-
ramas. The first day’'s work was
divided roughly as follows; The
Fifth Army Corps otok Brufete
at 6 a. m. with litUe difficulty;
the Eighteenth fought all day
and untll ten p. m. for well-fort-
ified and stubbomiy defended Vil-
lanueva de la Cafiada.

In preparatlon for the offensive,
guerrillero's had cut the rehel
railway linee at some point or
points hetween their Madrid Front
and their supply bases, keeping
them closed for over forty-elght
hours. Government forces near
Sesefia Initiated an attack north
and eastward, embarrassing the
rebel rear on the Jarama. A third
supporCing action was an attack
along the Villaverde-Usera front.
pushing the rebel front ldie on
the Toledo Road back to kilome-
ter seven.

All this was aocompanied by
tremendous air actlvitles. Every
rebel position in the whele central
area was bombed and strafcd
mercilessly. A gasohne deposit at
Navalcamero went up in smoke
on the first day. On antl-aircraft
we broke even, bringing down
and losing one plafie (altho anti-
aircraft brought down two planes
outsSde the center area that same
day). But in the air itself, espec-
ially in a fight over Navalcamero,
a week of air-victories was init-
iated: three Heinkels falUng and
two buming up. Other spoils of
the day were elghty odd prisoners
at Brufiete, over one hundred at
Villanueva, a battery of 10.5's and
smaller booty. The rebel reply: a
vicious shelling of Madrid at
night!

7.7 The loyal Une of penetrat-

ion had at once to be widened
and our troops moved very Uttle
South, concentrating on pushing



the Faseiats back to Eiast and
West. The towns themselves res-
isted stubbomly and our glorious
air fleet — the Spaniards say,
“Glorious" and xmderstand "aviat-
ion” — worked a twenty — four
hour day. Two Fiats saadwiched
a loyal bomber and filled it full of
holes, but bomber and crew re-
turned safely whereas one Fiat
failed to retum. Then over Ma-
drid, while the whole populatio.i
watched from the roofs, 20 of our
cazas fought a huge Fascist fleet
including a new type of two sea-
ter, the fastest plafie yet seen he-
re. Score: two Fiats down aud we
lost a tdplane.

7.8 Our troopa took the posit-

ions of MingTiito, Romanillos, Los
Llanos and the castle of Villafran-
ca, but the towns of Quijoma,
VUlanueva del Pardillo, Villafran-
ca, etc., reaisted. An enemy coun-
teratUck at lisera failed. In the
air. one Fiat down; one Junkei-
damaged; one loyal bomber dama-
ged, one dead, remainder of crcw
wounded.

7.9 at 11,30 a.m. Quijoma fell.
Among the over 200 prisoners
were many Moors from the
French protectorate in Morocco.
Chir aviation spent thia and suc-
ceedlng days bombing aerodro-
mes; definitely destroyed two pla-
nes in Granada. On the Burgos-
Santander front thousands of Ita-
liana now replacing Moors and
Fascists.

7.10 Whcle company Infantry
waves white handkerchiefs south
oi Brufiete when thrir captain out
of aclion. Since Tuesday our anti-
air gims have brot down five pla-
nes. German alr-captain dies in
our hospital. Fighting around Vil-
lanueva del Pardillo.

7.11 VUlanueva del Pardillo eur-
renders. Over 600 prisoners bebave
as though they had escaped from
bondage, cheering apontaneously
all the way to Madrid.

7.12-7.30 The Glorious brings
down 25 enemy planes in two
days. while we lost five Three re-
bel chasers attack one bomber
which brings down two of them
before it falls; the pilot and bom-
ber fell in Na man’s land and got
back to our Unes although the
bomber was eeverely wounded on
the way. At 5 p.m. on 12th, a big
air fight with 33 loyal chasers
fighting six trimotors five bimo-
tors and thirty cazas. Soore; 1
Heinkel, 8 Fiats (three of latter
in our Unes). We lost a plafie and
one plafie that went deep in rebel
territory in the moming failed to
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retum. In Mallorca another Fiat
down.

7pm On the 13th nine rebel ca-
zas and two new type monoplanes
were brooght down over Naval-
camero. Antiaireraft guns brou-
ght down another rebel plafie, the
pilot being taken prisoner. In ad-
dition our tiny “moscas” dama-
ged a Junker and one chaser was
seen wobbling.

The rebel Une on the La Corufia
sualties, plus over 1.200 prisoners,
and have lost 100 square miles of
road was cut at kilometer 16.5
(ten miles from Madrid toward
El Escorial).

7.14 Seven Fiais down. Two lo-
yal bombers lagged and were

downed; fell in our Unes hut all
four men. dead.

7,15 Rebela have now sent po-
werful reinforcementa as manife-
stad by the stubbom fight going
on at Villafranca del CasUllo
where artillery is tremendons. Big
dogfight over Madrid in which 32
our planes participate. Six Fiats
down, one mosca which fell in our
Unes, pilot dead.

7.18 Resulta of first phase of
offenslve; Rebels have lost 35 pla-
nes; plus planes destroyed in ae-
rodromes suffered over 4000 ca-
territory.

Before the offensive the rebels
maintained a pincera on Madrid.
Now, behind the claw that goes
from Las Rozas to Univereity Ci-
ty, loyal forces stand ready to

answer pressure for pressure, at-
tack for attack. The threat to
Madrid from thls side is weak-
ened, and instead the Fascist for-
cea move uneasily on the defen-
sive. Loyal artillery can now pound
the Campamento on the Naval-
camero Road from behind thelr
fortificatlons. Supply difflculties
for the rebela increase a bun-
dredfold. In general, as the time
draws near for the decisive bat-
tles that wil free Madrid and
Spain, rebel attack positlons have
become defensive ones that drain
thelr resources. This is the result
of the first phase of the offenslve.

But if we bear in mind the pre-
liminary question of army deve-

5

lopment with wblch we began
thia study, a far more important
result of the offensive is seen.
The ease and smootbness with
which a small part of the Peo-
ple’s Army —two Corps— execu-
ted this manoeuvre tell us the Ar-
my is ripening fast for the great
drive to Sevilla. And one concrete
faet stands out above all other
from the resulta of the attack;
the recruits who bore the brunt
of the fighting proved themselves
good soldiers. That is of incalcu-
lable importance, for it means
that the still untapped reserves of
Spanlsh manhood can now rapidly
be absorbed at fuU military effi-
ciency into the People’s Army.

POLAR EXPEDITION CHIEFS
PROMISE SCIENTIFIC RESULTS

The avlators. which carried
the Polar Expeditlon under the dl-
rcctlon of Professor Otto Schmidt
and his companions to the top of
the World, are back in Moscow.

Next year the sajne, aviators
will go to the North Pole to take
the soientists back to Moscow.
Prof. Otto Schmidt, in a receptioii
speech tn Moscow promised that,
“with the co-operatlon of the four
which will remaln at the Pole for
a year the Polar Expeditlon will
supply to Science and nuuikind al!

that the North Pole will be ca-
pable of giving.”

Vodopianov, the pilot, belittied
the dangers of the expeditlon.
“Now that a power Uke the So-
viet I'nion is behind polar e;cplo-
rers, the dangers that niade pre-
vious expeditions extremely dan-
gerous no longer are to be con-
sldered serious. Withln a year,
there is no doubt about it, we'll
go hack to the North Pole and
fetch the four comrades back ho-



ONE YEAR OF FASCIST
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INVASION

A YEAR OF TRAGEDY AND GLORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT

Tilia week the Spanish people
enter the second year of the war
which haa heen forced on them by
the treachery of a few trai-
tor generala and corrupt political
leaders of the type of the coward-
ly Gil Robles, This week they en-
ter the second year of their mag-
niflcent struggle against the fa-
sciat invader, against Portugal
Italy and Germany. Thia week the
Spanish people concludes one year
of resLstance to the slow but mur-
derous policy of Non Inteo”ention
weapon of ths British imperiaiist
classes, These are the three prin-
cipal enemies of the Spanish peo-
ple: there is yet another, the in-
comprehension of cartain people
who cali themselves working class
leaders. It will be ussful briefly
to survey the course events have
taken.

Promr the very beginning one
thing must ba understood; before
the rising of July of last year,
before evea the coming of the Po-
pular Pront govemment of Pe-
bruary 1936 foreign fascism was
pintting In Spain. This is no mere
assertion based upon political pro-
babllity, but a historical and do-
cumented certalnty. When the Ger-
man consulate was taken over in
Barcelona masses of documenta
were discovered coverlng a period
of several years. Among them
were papera incriminating Spanish
politicians of the extreme right.
German business houses, Germéan
eonsulates and joumalistlc agen-
cies were all systematically enga-
ged in apytng, corruption and pro-
paganda in this contry, Spanish
right leaders were importing arms
months before the Franco rebel-
llon. Moreover aji economic survey
had been clandestinely made by
German specialiata. For what rea-
son? Hitler's recent declaration
that he has intervened in Spain
because he needs metala for his
war plana provides the answer.
The economic occupation of Spain
had been planned by the capita-
lists behind Hitler before the Co-
rning of the Popular Pront go-
vemment, The Spanish fascista
who trled to overthrow that go-
vemment were only the tools of
foreign powers.

THE TECHNIQRE OF FASCIST
IMPERIMNUJSM

It was the Italian war against
Abyssinia and the ahameful be-
trayal of that member of the
Leaugue of Nations by the iea-
ding raembers of the League,
with the exception of the Soviet
Union, that provided the German
and ltalian dictators with the mo-
del. By encouraging the Spanish
fasciflt to revolt and stepping in
to help them, they knew they
could make open war on Spain
without openly declaring it accor-
ding to legal tradition, The Sane,
tions policy of the League of Na-
tions in the case of Abyssinia
told Hitler and Mussolini plainly
enough that the rival imperialism
of so-called democratic England
would connive at the betrayal,
This much must be understood; it
is British imperialism which is
responsible, not only for the p»li-
cy of Non Intervention, but for
the fact that Franco knew he
could rely on the suppwrt of the
aiemies of his country.

THE POPULAR FRONT GO-
VERNMENT OF SPAIN

Faced with the reversal of most
of the valuable reforma of the Re-
public of 1931 by the Right go-
vernments of the renegade Lerroux
and the Cathoiic-C. E, D, A.-ma-
chine-gunner-by proxy Gil Robles,
the Spanish progresslve parties in
1935 formed the People’s Pront,
upon a basis of guaranteed sup-
port to a govemment of Left Re-
publicans working with a modest
liberal programme. cnie P, O, U.
M,, iater vfciously to attempt to
stab the People’s govenurent in
the back, signed this treaty. Wi-
thin two months of that govern-
ment taking office the P. O. U.
M, was denouncing it,) At the
elections of Pebruary 1936 the
People’s Pront was victorlous, the
tempo of the world attack of the
fascists on democracy was at once
enormously accelerated. The mis.
calculation in the fascist plans
was enormous. The assumption
had been that Spain would easily
fall victim and that no one would

come to her aid, Both counts were
utterly wrong.

Franco thought he would repeat
the 1923 success of General Primo
de Rivera, Hitler and Mussolini,
exjwcied Spain to be another
Abyssinia, They were right enough
about the part the League Of Na-
tions was to play, but they had
not reckoned upon the heroism of
the Spanish people, the solidarity
of masses of the world proletaria!,
and the honour and rectitude of
two govemments, those of Méxi-
co and the Soviet Union,

THE FRIBST PHASE OF THE
WAR

Most comrades will remember
that the first stage may be cha-
racterised as the Romantic stage,
In this period the Spanish people
attertapted to defeat fascism vrith
ilLorganised though heroic militia
groups. The result was that faced
by the disciplined army of traitor
troups and Moorish mercenaries
the Spanish people were heading
for defeat. There is no need to re-
peat what was formely sald In
the articles on the evolution of the
army, It suffices to say that the
vast problem facing Spain was
how to achieve organisation and
discipline; how to destroy the
Black Legend, The legend of an
invertebrate Spain, That evil tra-
ditlon has been destroyed, that it
ever existed was due to the ty-
ranny of outllved classes of go-
vemors. 'This much the war has
proved.

In the field of foreign affairs
another huge problem was to be
faced- While feverishly rearming
and preparing for war the British
imperiallsts forced upon the other
European govemments the policy
cynically called Non lotervention.
Under this policy even arma that
had been bought before the war
had begun were wltheld from the
Spanish govemment, by the Bri-
tish and Frenoh govemments in
particular. The latter governmeot
had long demanded that Spain
purchase her arms in France. Ho-
wever, while other govemments
professed to bj unconvinced, the
Soviet governmient soon exposed

the perfldy of the fascist powers
who from the very first had been
liberally supplying the rebels with
arms and technical help. In Octo-
ber the Russian workers govern-
ment declared that it would not
be boimd by the Non Intervention
Pact to any greater extent than
certaln other countries.

This event may be said to begin
the second phase of the war, Out
of the first violent and excited
confusion a regular army was be-
ginning to emerge, crystallising
round the Fifth Reglment orga-
nised by the Commimist Party.
The confusién in governmental ad-
minlstration was also beginning
to disappBar. Before this date even
the govemment of the Left Radi-
cal Party, to which Spain owes
a tremendous debi, had invited
the other parties of the Popular
Front to help it form a new go.
vemment. In the first week of
September the Communist Party
entered the govemment.

The impartan! phenomena to
understand are these, that the
Spanish people had realised what
its taak was, had achieved a great
measure of organisation at the ve-
ry moment when it cea&ed to be
isolated in the world, when a great
power and that a workers’power
called the fascist bluff, and when
the first demonstration of proleta-
rian solidarity arrlved in Madrid;
the First International Brigade,

The International Brigade, the
first of which was under the Com-
mand of General Kleber fnow in
command of the 45th Division)
arrived in time to help drive back
the first fascist attak on the city,
which began on the 7th of No-
vember. It was at Unlversity City
that the First International, the
Il1th of the Peoples Army, put up
one of the most magnificent per-
formances that history has on re-
cord. It was the Illth and 12th
brigades which bore the brunt of
the Unlversity City fighting, when
the news was received that a cer-
tain body of troups had been dri-
ven out of it. Dramatic and des-
perate fighting went on for days,
often from room to room, untll
the fascists were definitely held.
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THE GOVEKNMENTS AIR
FORCE AKRIVES

About November the Fourth the
air raids on Madrid began to be.
come very serious, it was at once
evident tbat they followed the Ger-
maa plan of attempting to demo-
ralise the civilian people. Crowds
of working class folk in the Glo-
rieta park were suddenly bombed
and machine-gunned one Sunday
aftemoon. Night raids soon began
so that the city by night began
to look llke a regdon of blast fur-
naces, a red glare overhanging it.
However the head of the Junta de
Defensa, General Miaja, announ-
ced that in this respect the Ma-
drilefios might shortly expect to-
see something interesting. A few
days later, when German bombers
were droning over the City, a
squadron of aJl-metal monoplanes
roai'ed over the house-tops and
for the first time Madrid watched
its aerial defendera Chase the fa-
scists out of the sky.

But once again the character of
faacist ald to Franco changed,

SFAIN INVADED BV BEGCLAK
IMPERIALIST TROOPS

In December and January Ita-
lian and German regiments began
to arrive, later whole divisions,
complete with staffs and equip-
ment were found in aetion. While
the numerical ratio of the I. B.
has dimaiushed as the Peoples Ar-
my grew, more and more has
Franco been compelled to rely on
foreign troops. With this new dan-
ger the Spanish Government as
formerly coastituted was hardly
fit to cope. It had been composed
of evsry important polltical sector
of the Peoples Front, the anarco-
syodicalists of the FAI.CNT ha-
ving entered in November, but
there was no real unified cabinet
programme.

Just as the National economy
was a Jacob’s coat of many-colo-
red experiment, of different types
of administration, so in a lesser
degree the Govemmental pollcy
showed a marked dissimilaxity of
Outlook between department and
department. With the sudden in-
crease oi fascist help to Franco,
and the Traitor's change of stra-
tegic plan represented by the flan-
king battles of the Jarama and
Guadalajara fronts a real concen-
tration of effort was needed.

In May 17th the present Negrin
Government carne into power. Re-
cruiting at once weis conducted at
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a greatly sharpened tempo; the
first problem to which the govem-
ment had put its hand was that
of creating the reserves which
the nature of an offensive against
the invaders made vital. At the
game time the work of seriously
organising the nation’s economy
was begun. And finally the first
definite offei~sive was launched in
July. This period, beginning with
the months of January and Fe-
bruary may be called the Realiat
Period., all iUusion of easy victo-
ry had long since vanished instead,
the Spanish people had become
aware that not only its own inde-
pendence was at stake, but that it
was fighting the battle of world
freedom. The Popular Revoluton
had reached its full consciousness.
Defeat had become impossible.

In the outside world the coming
of the Negrin government was ac-
companied by dramatc possibili-
lies. The shelllng of the open city
of Almeria by the German war-
ships engaged in “Control” lead to
a crisis in the Policy of Non In-
tervention. The Germéan and Ita-
lian Govemments at once with-
drew from the sub-committee of
Control and demandad extrava-
gant and altogether too fantastic
a set of conditions for renewed
cooperation. Nevertheless the fa-
tuous Mr Edén, whom any nove-
list would reject as too obvious a
caricature of a man, agreed. A
few days later the German, dicta-
tor announced that the Leipzlc
had been marrowly missed by a
“Red” torpedo and demanded joint
actlon from Britain and France
under the terms of the Four Power
Pact which had emerged from the
Almeria tragedy. To the asto-
nishment of many, Edén refused.

Once again the British govern-
mient set about trying to prop up
thé cretinoid dummy of Non In-
tervention, but the refusal by Ger-
many and Italy of all feasible
proposals and the final refusal by
the fascist puppet Portugal of all
control of her frontier put a mo-
mentary end to these efforts. On
Tuesday July the 14th the French
frontier was thrown open. An ex-
planation must here be given; this
ending of Control does not mean
that the Spanish Government can
exercise its legal right to purcha-
se £urms, say, In France. It means
that supposing an American tou-
rist in Perpignan woke up to find
six tanks and an artillery battery
amongst his baggage, plus legal
documents, he could ship them
across the border without interfe-

rencs from the Garde Mobile. Ac.
tually the sale of arms to Spaln is
still forbidden by the Plymouth
Committee. Again, removal of
control means that an innocent
American tourist strolling round
Beziers in search of old-fashioned
beauty will not be put into prison
in that interesting town, for in
Toulouse.

A NEW BASE IN INTERNA-
TIONAL AFFAIBS

This change certainly indicates
that the section of the machine-
ry of world war has reached a
completar stage of development.
Edén has announced that it a so-
lution of the Control problem is
not reached the British govern-
ment will consider the policy of
Non-Intervention to be at an end.
In that case what will happen?
Spaln will be able to buy au the
arms she needa, that muchb la cer-
tain, though there are dlIfficultles
which might remaim The Spa-
nish army would obtain all the
arms it needs, them. What would
be the reply of International Fa-
scism? Would Italy and Germany
pour in fresh armles on an entire-
ly new scale? And if so whatwould
France do? Here are questons
which no wise commentator would
answer tn a hasty fashion. So
much depends on whether the fa-
scist dictators are .ready, in a
strictly technical sense, for war.
Again, Hitler and Mussolini may
decide that diplomacy and the con-
nivance of Edén could still aid
them to adopt positlons that would
help them to wage war with grea-
ter chances of success.

However, it seems that there are
no limits of hypocrisy to which
Edén will not go. At present he is
putting forward yet another ver-
sion of Control in order to bring
in Germany and Italy. He has pro-
posed to grant belligerent rights
lo Franco. Tre French govern-
ment has proteated and there
seems llttle chance of this pro-
posal being accepted.

One thing is missing from this

brief survey of the war, the pro-
blem of International working
elass solidarity, that will be with
in another article.

So much is olear, comrades, for
every growth of strength inside
Spain, the reactionary powers in
Europe, give fresh aid to Franco.
Viewed In this fashion, without
rhetoric and without the utmost
objectivlty this much is mountain
clear. The Spanish people and with
them their helpers are fighting a
world battle of peacee versus war,
and of progress towards a jtiater
soclety.

BASHIKIRIA TO PRO-
DUCE OIL IN LARGE
AMOUNTS

The recent discovery of a new
oil fleM near the village of Tul-
masa, situated 180 kllometers
west of Ufa, is again attracting
attention to the oil resources of
Bashkiria.

It ha» now been ascertained
that the poor work of the Bashkl-
rlan oil industry is the result of
wrecking. Trotzhyte wrekers
moved oil prospecting from the
most effective stations to those
of secondary importance, retarded
for years the prospecting of rich
oil fields, and equipped bore boles
with poor quality boring tubes
and tools.

Marked progresa has already
been noted at Bashkirian oli fields
this year, after the removal of
wreckers and the appointment of
a new adnunistraOve personnel.
Prospecting has been organized,
main attention being focused on
Ishymbaev Industrial dlstrict
which is one of the largest at pre-
sent. Six basic oil fields within a
10 iiilometer» Kadius of Lshym-
baev are to be drilled this year.
Prospecting drilling is to be con-
tinued, a railway, an oU pipeline
and an oil refinery are avallable.
The sections can bo completely
mastered much faster than the
remdte districts which had been
the aim of the wreckers.

NOTE

The lack 0/ materials /or making photo-en~

gtaving clichés has delayed the

issaing o[ this

number. Several of our articles cali for maps and

illustrations.

To this date the situation has not been relieved.

W e yfill publish the maps in a futuce number.



THE YOLUNTEER'S MEDAL

uU? ~"nnaf,or.a/ ifj?ades has decided to produce models Aere illustrated. Alt of these modeis bave ualue thar,k the
of liberaLn Volunfeers. to be kept as a soiwen.r of the. Sparisb war  comrade ariists for their contribuitiorTs; but to help us in the task of choosino
| erarion. fron, amongst the four the medal to be struck. we ask al! comrades to wdicate
CORRAL, Jos¢é ORTELLA and Manuel choicetous:
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