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FASCISM WHISTLES

Highly revealing, and of par-

Ifeular interest to us in Spain,
Ba series of articles and dis-
Jfciches recently published in
e American and Britlsh
Jliss.  Although it is not ne-
=Bisary, at this late date, to
ifte the tiemendous amount
Sf open assiatan.ce given to
ib,nco by Hitler and MussoU-
S, actual figures have so far
Wn laeUing. These figures
«fe supplied by the British
~Nily Worker of July 29th:

“Mussolini h” spent no less
*han 2.500.000.000 Hre during
tvie months from January to
“sire on assiting GeneraJ Fran-

writes the Daily Worker’s
Neecial correspondent. "In
Wiition to this Itaiy has bac-

bilis with which the rebels
~ve purchased .supplies and
«foiB directly.

“This sensational figure,
equivalent approximately to
~8.300-000 pounds, was given,
~Natn able to reveal, by the
~ce's Finance Minister Paolo
Thaon de Reve! in a report to
~ «pecial and secret meeting
** the Finance Committee of

Italian Chamber a few
~>eks ago.”
~N'AsorSM'S “ADV'ENTI KK”

Corroboration of this figure,
khd generally of the tremen-
drainage of money and
"AtiTials, as well as of men,
ifhirh Italian Fascist interven-
gan in Spain has meant, is
ejontalned in a wireless to the
New York Times of July 4th
Amaldo Cortesi, the papoFs
«orrespondent in Rome. Saya
Cortesi, whose status in rela-
Uon to Mussolini is similar to
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that of William Camey to
Franco;

"If any one had been able to
foresee in July, 1936, the deve-
lopments of the Spanish civil
war, it Is doubtful whether

'H\NQO

Italy would have rushed so
light'heartedly into the adven-
ture, the end of whlch is still
not in sight, It seemed at
the begdnning that a few thou-
sand volunteers and a few do-
zen airplanes would be suffi-
clent to secura General Fran-
cisco Franco's victory...”

If any further proof were
needed to show Mussolini's cri-
minal Invasiéon of Spain, Cor-
tesl’s dispatch — fpr the hun-
drodth time - parades the cat,
long since out of the bag, up
and down the Street. Furt-
hermore, the date of the dis-
patch gibes perfectly with the
Italian Finance Minister's re-
port on the spent 2.500.000.000
lire, which (as the Daily Wor-
ker correpondent pointed out

Madrid,

on July 29th) was made “a
few weeks ago”.

Il Duce's unofficial Ameri-
can mouthpiece is unusually

frank. Cortesi continues;

“...Italy found herself fully
committed to support the In-
surgents in November last
year when she recognized the
Franco government, but
thought at that time that the
war would not last much lon-
ger, since everythtng led to
the belief that the fall of Ma-
drid, the siege of which had
started less than a month be-
fore, was imminent.”

Further; “Now the Italian?,
find themselves up to their
necks in the Spanish civil war.
and they are beginning to look
around for what they are li-
kely to get from it when Ge-
neral Franco wins, as they
think he will. The first ad-
vantage they hope to gain
is purely negatlve, that they
will avoid the loss of pres-
tige they would suffer if the
Valencia government trium-
phed despite fasclsm’s best ef-
forts."

August 16 -

1937

IN THE DARK

The dispatch is coneluded
with a statement conceming
the material gains hoped for
by Mussolini; the vast mineral
resources of Spain, and the
strategic land concesslons so
necessary as milltary bases in
the event of war.

GEUM.ANY AND ENGLAND

The July issue of The Labour
Monthly supplies the factual
material necessary to an un-
derstandtng of Germany'a
great stake in the invasion of
Spain, and also provildes the
basie economic clue to British
actlons (Capt. Anthony Edén
et al) in the Non-Intervention
farce. Conrad Suden's artle'e.
“Anglo-German Interests m
Spain”, traces the complicated
little-known network of Anglo-
German capitalist connectiona
in Steel, Chemical and arma-
ments trusts, as well as in the
intematlonal banking field,
and concludes with the slgni-
ficant statement:

"The bonds between British
and German capitalism in
Spain do not account for the
whole policy of British impe-
rialism in its betrayal of de-
mocracy, its alliance with fas-
cism; they do, however, cons-
titute a factor of which the
great importance la often over-
looked.”

DVVINDLING RESOI IICES

It is no wonder then, with
Italy and Germany (and Por-
tugal as well) so deeply sunk
in their rapacious game in
Spain fdespite the diplomatic
and material aid rendered by



British capltalism) tbat the
fascista uf all lajids are begln-
ning to whistle in the dark to
keep up tiieir dwindling coura-
ge. There Is no need to speak
of the critical condition in
which the people of Germany
find themselves, fior of the wi-
d:spread misery of the Italian
people, aggravated not only
by Mussolini's tremendous ex-
penditures in Spain but also
by bis equally enormous losses
in Ethiopia, which even to thia
day is not completely “paci-
fied”. Privation for the mas-
ses inevitably breeds opposition
to the government, and it is
for this reason that the fa»-
clsts are forced to extend their
stream of hopeful propaganda,
at the sarne time that they
are forced to admit the extent
to which the "Spanish adven-
ture” has drained their trea-
suries and their manpower.

An unosual example of this
"whistling in the dark” ap-
pears in the July 2Sth issue of
the notoriously profascist Lon-
don Daily Mail. Hopefully en-
titled "Ridding Spain of the
Reds", it also calis attention
to the "ltalian's Big Part” in
the dirty work. A few quo-
tations will suffice to reveal
the tone and temper of thia ar-
ticie:

“When General Franco began
the movemcnt to (rid Spain
of the Reds) there were many
who wished him well but shook
their heads doubtfully. True
it is that Italy... responded
promptly to the common uni-
ty and cause. Her aeropla-
nos flew men across the straits
to make Seville secure when
Quiepo de Llano in that City
was driven to every subterfu-
ge to make his handful of
troops look like an army...”

FAIU KE AT MADKIIJ

"It (Madrid! was theirs
ithe fascista) had they not
turned off the main Seville-Ma-
drid road to succour the heroes
of the Alcazar at Toledo.
That deviation gaye the Reds
just the amount of breathing
space necessary for them to
tum Madrid into a network of
redoubts and fortresses.

"People who point out that
Madrid is still not captured
nevertheless know that in the
meantlme Franco has bult ip,
uith the usslstaiiw of German
and Italian material and vo-
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lunteers, an army which has
saved more than half of Spain
for ever frora the menace of
Bolshevism.

"l have spoken”, says the
Daily Mail's correspondent,
who, we are informed, has “la-
tely returned” from Spain,
"with many highlyplaced Ita-
liana, and | know that from
the general-s down to the pri-
vates they all individually and
without pressure  expressed
their anxlety to come to
Spain”. Note that the Informa-
tion comes from "highly-pla-
ced Italian,?".

“ltaly has played a signifi-
cant part in building the new
Spain - - so significant that it
has been insisted that she
must be getting territorial
concessions llke the Bilearic
Islands to compénsate her.
The answer is that Italy’s com-
pensation oonsists of an ordi-
nary war debt for materials
and munitions such as the one
we incurred with the United
States during the World War”

There follows, at this point,
one of the most brazen bits of

tongue-in-cheek writing which
we have ever read:

“It is recognized by those
who know the facts that Italy
has throughout heen inspired
by the highest motives. She
asked nothing more than to
see Spain go from strength to
strength, her territory having
been freed from the common
enemy, Bolshevism. Thus
(and here we are permltted a
glimpse of Fascist modesty),
though the Italian troops pla-
yed a very important part in
the capture of Bilbao, and
though they could have been
the first to enter the town,
their commanders preferred to
reroaln out of the limelight un-
til the Spanish army had come
into its own."

All of this constitutes an im-
posing array of admissions,
"out of their own mouths”,
of the fascista’ role in Spain.
Yet the articles cited were
choaen at random out of a mass
of similar material now appe-
aring in the English-speaking
press. Weighing every state-
ment carefully, there can no
longer be any doubt whatever
of (1) the enormous aid fss-
cism has given to the tralto-
rous generala, and (2) that
this aid has drained the fas-
cist powers to so considerable
a degree that they must now
institute a campaign of self-
induced cheerfulneas, of “whist-
ling in the dark” to keep their
splrtts up, to hide from the
World their moral and mate-
rial degradation and to stave
off, for as long as possible,
their inevitable defeat both by
their own inner structural
weaknesses and by the grow-
ing strength of the revitalized
Peoples Army of the Spanish
Republlc.

SAYS BARNACLE BILL

iSald the shlp owiier. hiiughty and fat,
As he wiped off tie top of iiis hat:
“It's very upsetting
"When sea-gulls are getting
"Class-eonseious enough to do that!”

K

The nine Supreme Judges are blusliing.
When Washlngton's plumi>er carne riishiiig.
He looked at the eourt
And then miide tlie reporl:
“Only one thiiig is wrong; It needs flushing.”

MK HAEI- CJUIN

PLUGGING
FOR "BUTTS"!
BACK HOME

To the American Boys WhoS
Do their Bit to Make Madrid!
the Tomb of Fascism;

We, the C. P. and Y. C. L.
unit of the Altro Shop, aend a
concrete message of solidarity
in the fiame of the workers of
our shop, We hope that our
story of how the workers here
thankfully contributed cigaret-
tes to ease the strained nerves
of our Lincoln Battalion may
result in a personal reply.

Through our shop paper, we
putin ourfirst plug for “butts”.
During collections for the pa-
per a young Catholie worker
said to a comrade, "let me be
the first to give a p>ack of
"Butts" to the boys of the Lin-
coln Battalion”.

A United front was formed
fcetween us and the workers
of different politlcal opinions.
They joined with us, and the
workers were able to get at
people who wouldn't or couldn’t
contribute to us.

It is plesLsant to relate soms
highlights of the campaign in
order to show the unity and
solidarity on the heartfelt sym-
pathies that all the workers
here feel toward Spain and our
boys. A young worker claimed
that she couldn't afford to con-
tribute —a week later she
brought in a pgck saying. “My
concience bothers me”. Thema-
nager and foreman contributed
saying "this is something about
which we all fecl the same". ©
This is an instance of how peo-
ple here have their minds and
hearts in our struggle for yoU .
in the front linea, defending 1
World demiooracy. May you car-
ry on as gloriously as you ha
ve in the past and soon sayj
“Pasaremos!”

$ om0 e -

(<»MKN\i)Er,v voi ns, ,

Altro Shop Unit '
1461 Hoe Avenue, C. I' -
5th A. D., Bronx, N. V .
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The whole world was sur-
prised la”t June by a startling
bit of news, ingeniously serv-
ed up for public consumpticm.
According to the dispatches
from Berlin a boyalist Spaniah
submarine had atlempted to
sink a German crtiiser, the
“Leipzig”, The news had the
unmistakable ring of a cooked-
up plot, and the press every-
where, while giving its usuai
hospitadity to the news, added
so.ne very skeptical comments.
So the plot failed miserably.
The "casus belli” so badly
wanled petered out comple-
teiy.

Now a German working on
the "Leipzig” at the time of
thie “torpedoing” has exposed
UK whole frame-up to the
Press.

“Three days before leaving
for Mediterranean waters isays
the seamani all the submarine
detectors were closely inspect-

ed, and all those found even
slightly below the highest
standards changed... Before

leaving, the captain, Von Loe-
‘ch, made a very strange
®Peech to the crew. He told
them: "Our mission ia very
difficult. The eyes of ail the
naticns are opon us”. That was

The day the cruiser left a
group of eieven persona carne
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PLOT THAT

aboard. They were completely
unknowti to the rest of the
crew, with the exceptioa of
the captain. While ateamtng
towards the Mediterranean,
one ammunition store -room
was completely emptied,

ITAUAN OFFICERS

“The ship was then visited
by Italian and Epanish Pascist
navy officers who made detailed
inspections, especlaliy of the
ccmpartment from which am-
munltion had fceen removed.
Several secret meetings were
held with the foreign ctffieers
and the group of eleven un-
knowns. The sound detectors
were once mor© inspeoted, as
well as the armored piate. The
crew was convinced that the
putpose of the inspections was
te lind a way oi torpedoing the
boat wlthout danger oi sink-
ing It

“The result of the inspection
must have been negative, be-
cause soon after the "inspec-
tors” left for the "Meteor",
which had brought them to the
“Leipzig”, all the removed am-
munition was returr.ed to its
original place.

“All these maneouvers took
place on June 10th and llth.

FAILED

"Leipzig" until the 21st- Dur-
ing June 15 th, 16th, 17th and
18th, days when the attempted
torpedoing was supposed to
have taken place, nothing un-
usual happened on board, and
no special precautions were ta-
ken. Everything was quite nor-
mal, The first thing that the
crew heard about what was
later to become known to them
as the attempted sinking, was
shortly before the ship entered
the port of Wilhelmshaven.
The captain told them that the
ship had been attacked by a
Bolshevik submarine. Officcia-
Ily only twelve people on the
ship knew of the attempt, the
eleven unknowns and the cap-
tain.

“As for the eleven strange
guests of the cruiser, six oi
them were left on shore in
Spain and taken to Berlin by
plafie, where they remained
under strict watch. On June
19th, five more followed them
and were quartered in Tem-
plehef and kept inoommunl-
cado.

"The crew is normally given
two weeks’ leeve after such a
trip. This time only five of the
crew were given leave. They
were all, significantly, rabid
fasclsts. Even they, however,

The "Meteor" escorted the were given leave for cmly two
”r3Si,
- Tatifern e -t st

("UJUHNA.- Afler ino BuUlc.

— \Vht*n did rrfttivo
going i<* enter Madrid?

«Oh, (hat AvaA long befure yonv
lime.

eay hf w*og

days, and under eondltion that
they would go no further than
twenty Kkilometers from the
port. Communication with
their famOies was prOhibited
both to them and to the re-
mainder of the crew, and all
mail was held up.”

The above is a condeased
copy of the official report.
From the account, two things
are evident; (1) The ‘‘torpe-
doing" did not take place only
because the inspecting officers
did not think that it could be
carried out with safety, and (2)
Germany will not stop at
aaything in causing a war of
open invasion, regardless of
the consequences.

More Poumists
nobbed as spies

Ten more spies connected
with the Trotskyite P. O. U. M.
have been arreste! and the p6-
lice have placed them la the
custody of the High Spy and
Traitors Tribunal of the Spa-
nish Government.

Documente revealing secret
written and telegraphic codes
have been sedzed. Papers refe-
rring to the underground traf-
ile of arms have also been dis-
covered. Among them are let-
ters of communication with
outside elements, exposing con-
nections with Titler's secret
police. Evidence now in the
hands of the govemment brings
out the leading part these spies
played in the May Catalonian
uprising. In all, approximately
300 areste of Poumists have
taken place, of which many
have been tumed over to the
Espionage and Treason Court.
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The Transporf Regimenf in Prose, Poefry and Pictures

Four feUows are playing
cards. Several are reading the
newspapers and newly-arrlved
letters, others are diacussing
political or otiier news. All are
ib the canteen of the First
Transport Regiment- A motor-
cycle i3 heard. A moment la-
ter the bell sounds ita chimes.
“We Roll — Aasembly", shout
severald, The Americana of
the second squadron fall In,
right dress and stand at atten-
tion.

“RoUing Orders. Gas masks,
helmets, canteens. Alt trucks
up to the gate immediately”,
orders Lieutenant Clark. “Dis-
missed”! The fellows vie with
each other to be the first in
Une. There'a a dash for equip-
ment, motors roar, and the
trucks start for the gate.

squadron for his work. Whe-
ther it is wine, foodstuffs, am-
munition or troops that they
haul, the Job is conscientiousiy
and efflciently executed. Two
hours after Brufiete was ta-
ken, the squadron of trucks
was transporting capturad pri-
aoners and grain behind our
linea. They lay outside of Qui-
jorna for three hours waiting
for the town to be taken to
deliver fortification material
and food supplles. ("An army
travels on its stomach"). They
cartied shells to artillery
camps. They fed the troops,
the cannons, and the rifles and
scmetimes carried wounded to
the hospitals.

Braving avlatlon bombard-
ment, consistent sheliing and

TEIL TILWSPOBT REdIMRNT ;nlio\<‘; goe» HolUwood ili a hig w»y,
Abo”« righi. The boys prouilly exibii slirt]iacl thal I'jiled to gel Ihcm.

"Where to”, shout one or two.
“Quien sabe", shout several in
their newly acquired Spanish.
And then the motor caravan
begins.

In the recently bygone offen-
sive, the Second Squadron of
the First Transport Regiment
attached to the FIfth Army
Corpa of the Spanish Army
played its part well. It was
the Colonel of the Fscorial In-
tendencia who said that he
wanted membera of the second

strafing, they carried on their
work, One comrade wounded
by shrapnel, another struck
directly by a bomfa and a third
missing testify to the risks.
The work is physically and
mentally a strain.  Sometimes
the driver keeps golng for
thirty-six and forty-eight
hours, wlth short catnapa in
his Seat. He is responsible
for his truck and for Its load.
Driving in Spain demands the
utmoet caution and consistent

viguance. The roads are nar-
row and many chauffeura
are just leaming. He never
has the saUsfactlon of strik-
ing a personal blow against a
fascist, never finds edequate
reiief for the hatred fascism

has welled up in him. Wea-
ving his way through shells,
dueking bombs, solitary, stea-
dily, unflinchingly, and deter-
minedly he dellvers his load to |
the destination. Perhaps so- |
metimes singing his song. ,

ELEG6 Y

(Ten Kilometers After Gray)

The curi€w tolU ihe knell

of parting day,

A niotley bunrh oi yanks retires to bed
Or elBc to shoot tlic erap, a» they would say,
Or ponder oo their ilay's misdee<ls insteart.

oft’

have 1 nandered near some braeken-covered bower

.And listened to the tales ot do or die,
Then wondered how tlie fascists ho'.d the power
To stand against the might ot yon and I.

But suddenly a sullen volee is heard

Eeholiig through

(he darkness of the night.

Tile hootlng o«T has notliing on tliis bird

Whose oft-repealed cry is,

“llouse that

light!”

A vlllage Hampden might have argued here.
Or possibly the plownian woiild h.avo klirked.

We reallze euovigli these things to
we know we're iirked.

A deuthly silenee reigns;

liear.

Full many a gein of wlt fhafs smartiy said
Ib squelched beneath tlie timbre of that volee.
Fall many a flowery adjective profane

Is miiffled

In the eovers of the bed.

A few short hours fliey sleep the sleep of man,

SUimbcriiig in

Ibe atlltudes they

like,

Then erashing roar of thunder wakens them,
Not fascLst bombs — it's just Ibe voioe of .Mike:
The station of a god does he enjoy,

The heaven» tremble when be shouts,

“CONVOY!"

EBNIE PAIU.OITI

First Transport Regiment
Second Squadron.
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"Last year oitr country con-
cXuded an agreement icitti Ger-
many ayaitiat tiie Comintern.
Ov.r U-overnment is underta-
kmg ocnon. to give ejject to
tius agreement.”’ Hirota.

"China is a peaceful coun-
try and we nave coTUstantly
tned to settie our di]jerences
wiin Japan through Uiplornatic
channets. We are a wcaJdt na-
tion, but if we are brouglit to
hay we wili deferid our righc
to a national exisience to thv
last gasp." Cliiang Kai Shea.

'lile Japanese begaii iheir la-
test adventure in Ciiina in a
spirit ofi opUmism. "we Viiil
cleau up NorLbem Caina... 'ma
campaign wiil last a month ii
condmons are favorable, two
raonuis if the Chinese resist",
1B how a spoKesman oi the Ja-
panese Aimy gave his view ci
the situatlon. Tbere is reaaon
to belleve that this optimism
has now become a little tar-
hished. The Japanese have
found that they are no longer
attacking the China of the
Manchuria and Jehol days—a
coimtry whlch waa torn by ci-
w'il war and unable to make a
United resistance againat the
ihvader. The insistent demand
of the Chinese people and the
~se policy of the Chinese So-
viet Government have brought
into being a new China, far
more united, far more able and
‘etermined to defend itself
hgainst the Fascist imperia-
Msts. For the first time the
Chinese will be able to fight
~ 1 nation under a national
eecadership which has clearly
~hd unambiguously given the
order to resist. It is true that
the Nanking Government has
~ yet concluded no formal
®€reement with the Chinese So-
‘'dets fior the Kuomintang with
the Communist Party. It is al-
®o tnie that there are stil men,
holding important positlons in
China, who will be prepared to
ocmmit any treason to further
their personal ends. But there
Ufe indications that this time
the masa of the Chinese people
is more aware than ever befo-
te of what Is at stake, and will
he ahie to sweep from its path

THE VOLUIITEEB FOB LIBERTY

CHINA -ANOTHER

BUT THIS TIME JARAN FACES
UNIFIED CHINESE RESISTANCE

traitors and those who work
against national unity in the
face of the enemy.

PiIIKPABA'XIOIVS iiiiFli/
The i'lankitig Governiiicii
has demanded uie speeding up
Ol preparaauus lor ueience anu
for puiting aie army on a v/ar
looung. ic has decreed cona-
cription and mobilisation on a
wide scale.

The soidiei-s ti Gie J9th Ar-
my declaied that they would
not accept fcreign oi'ders to
wiLhdraw irom me Hopei re-
gion, and they discbeyed tne
trders of their own leader™ ‘ii
retire. When the Civil Guaids
at Tung Cheou leamed that
their leader had betrayed them,
they mutinled and Kkilled the
Japanese.

At Swatow the authorities
have ordered every family to
prepare a leserve supply of
food and water, and to collect
five bags of sand for the de-
fence. Employees in Japanese
concerns have come out on
strike. The movement for boy-
cotting Japaneace goods is
spreadlng. At Cantén and other
places the workers have taken
the decision not to load Japa-
nese ships.

Unity in China is heing rea
iised in the northward march

of the columns of the Natio-
nal Chinese Army which is to
be joined by strong contingenta
from the Chinese Red Army,
which has held its own during
ten years fighting against hea-
vy odds. And in audition, the
Chinese have the certainty
that tney will be aupported by
thousands oi partisan fighters
in the Japanese rear.

UTHEU ASPECTS

Bui. if these things are ne>v,
there are other aspects of the
conflict with which we are al-
ready aJl too familiar.

Between the aims and me-
thods of Pascists in the East
and in the West there is a ci6-
se simiiarity. On July 2uth the
Japanese ambassador at Paris
declared smllingly; "Japan is
not 80 stupid as to want to ma-
ke war on China”. The aggres-
sor countries no longer formal-
ly declare war. They begin
with a mixture of provocatlons,
negotiations and hostilities, or
they intervene to support a
rising they have fomented.

The Japanese have shown
that the Gennans and Italiana
have not the monopoly in the
art of bombing and machine-
gunning civllian populati-ns,
and they have already staged
their own versién of Badajoz.

VILLAMIEVA DE LA GANADA

SPAIN

EXCUSES FOR A<i<IKESSION

The aims which Japanese
Fasclsm is nopmg to carry out
m Cmna bear a ciése resem-
biance to those of the German
and lItaliaa t ascists in Spain.
Tascist propogandists, and al-
30 honest people who have
been misled, pamt a tragic pic-
tui'e el a vasc population pac-
ked into some smail isiands
and dDsperacely needmg space
to live. But Japan has already
detached great areas from Chi-
na and these areas have not
been colonised by Japanese
workers and peasants but by
textile manufacturers, muni-
tion makers, bankers and sol-
diers--individudis whose busi-

ness it is to enslave the Chi-
nese.

The immediate purpoee of
Japan is to submit Northern
China, with its population of
80.000.000 Inhabitants, to the

same fate as Manchuria—not
to settle Japanese colonists,
but to secure raw materiala, a
market for Japanese goods
and cheap labor, and as a step
lowards the complete conquest
of China. Moreover the Japa-
nese want to make their rear
safe for an eventual war with
the Soviet Union, for it would
be madness fer Japan tu at-
tack the Soviet Union until a
very considerable part of Chi-
na is completely under her con-
trol.

tKH'BLE F1 ItPOSE

The war has a double purpo-
le. On the one hand it is inten-
ded to help Japan's ally, Ger-
many, to wring more conces-
sions from the British Govern-
ment with regard to Spain, and
in the other hand it ia requi-
red by Japan as a trump card
in the unsavoury game which
she is playing with Britaln for
the divisibn of China into
espheres of ini.uence. Japan, en-
couraged by the weakness
which the Western powers have
ahown with regard to Spain,
has drawn the conclusién that
the aurest way to come to
terms with the British Govern-
ment is to confront it with an
accomplished fact; and Eden’s
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CHINA-ANOTHER SPAIN

statement on July 19th gives
the Impression that Britain is
not prepared to put any serioua
Uppostion in the way of the Ja-
panese plans, In spite oi the
uneasiness of the U- S. A. Per
althcugh Britain has valuable
interests in China which would
be seriously endangered by a
Japanese succesa, she also has
valuable interests In India
which would also be theatened
if the Chinese gave a victorious
example of how to deal with
imperialism.

Like her European allies,
Japan is attempting to cover
her aggression wlth an Anti-
Bolshevik vell as weld as by
the “civllising” mission for
which all Fascista feel such a
strong voeation. Prince Konoyé
describes the aim of Japanese
i'oreign policy as being “the
stahihsation of Eaatern Asia,
which can only be assured by
co-operation between Japan,
Manchuria and China to stop
Communlst penetration via Ca-
ter Mongolia”. Such co-opera-
tion would suit Japan’s purpose
adrairably. It would provide hei'
with unhmited acope for inter-
vention and would make the
unification and centralisation
of the movement for the natio-
nal liberation of China quite
imposaible.

BBEEDING >10BE
AGGKESSION

Nor would Japan be aatis-
fied with Northern China. The
conquest of the North would
be fullowed by an advance to-
wards the Centre, and after
Peiping would come Nanking.
Swatow and Shanghai would
be attacKed, and then an at-
tack would possibly follow on
the Mongolian People’s Repu-
blic, wdth all tiie consequences
that this would involve,

Japan is heavily committed
to this venturo. In four weeks
it has cost her 517 million yen.
The price cf fcodstuffe is ria-
ing, and a very difficult ftnan-
cial situation confronts the mi-
litary Fascist clique who badly
need a rapid victory which
might start a new wave of Jin-
goism and save them from a
rising of the people.

CHINA RESISTS

China was never so prepared
as now to resist the invaders.

The people know the danger
and are ready to fight against
it as a nation. Chiang Kai
Shek has declared that the
Nanking Government realises
what is at stake and will fight
if needs be to the finish:

“1f we ask for peaceonce hos-

tilities have been begun, condi-
tions would be imposed on us
which would be equivaient to
the enslavement and destruc-
tion of China.

"We must realise that if we
hesitate and allow ourselves to
be deceived by the hope oi

temporary security we are
lost.”

In a message to the Spanish
people, the President of the
Chinese Soviet Government de-
clared:

“We know that your victory
wiU help US in our struggle
against Fascism. Your cause is
ours,”

We send back that message
to the Chinese people.

A. M. K.

PROPAGANDA BEHIND ENEMY LINES

A Task for

The results of our propagan-
da amongst the enemy Ilroops
are constantly increasing, which
is evidence that the living con-
ditions in enemy territory are
continually getting worse, and
that our malitary successes aje
having the effect of pushing
both the civilian population
and the soldiers to rebellion
against the fascist oppresslon.

The mutinies of Granada,
Motril, Aguilar del Campo
(Santander) are but a conflr-
mation of our assertions. The
increasini: desertions to our li-
nes are still another evidence.
All of these events do not oc-
cur spontaneously. They are
the result of our work, of all
our work, behind the enemy
Unes.

We have the report of Com-
rade Vittori, of cur 15th In-
ternational Brigade. Here is
what he writes, ui>der the tltie:

“WORK IN THE ENEMV
LINES”

“We speak every night to
the enemy, using a micropho-
ne and a loud speaker. This
work is carrled oji in a strictly-
crganized manner, and no one
is permitted to speak without
the control of the Battalion
Commissar. The subjeets for
these speeches are the follo-
wing:

'T. Reading of the War Bul-
letin.

"2. Why we fight.

”3. What happen,3 within
our Unes, compared to what
happens within theirs.
~"4. Why Hitler and Musso-
ilni send troops to Spain.

”5. That we shaU inevita-

Our Political

bly win against the enemy ar-
my.

”6. Crimea committed by
the invading troops which ca-
rne to help Franco.

7. How we treat our pri-
soners.

"8. Advice on how to wea-
ken the fascist army,

"These and a num>ber of
other, similar subjeets have
been part of the work which
has been followed systemati-
cally by the men of our Briga-
de for many weeks. Here are
the results.

"On Juiy 15th a soldier from
the rebel camp carne over to
US. On the 23rd two more ca-
rme over to US with rifles and
grenades. During the laght of
Auguat Ist 23 soldiers, among
whom were a corporal and a
non-cemmissioned officer. ca-
rne over to US carrying eleven
rifles, a sub-machinegun and
cartridges."”

EROP.VGAND.A EFFECTIVi:

As you see, the results are
important.

According to statements ma-
de by the deserters, our pro-
paganda has made a powerful
impression upon the enemiy
troops; it has in many cases
demoralized them; it has awa-
kened their anti-fascist senti-
ments, and thus deprived Fran-
co of some of his troops.

The deserters afftrm that the
enemy is considerably demora-
iized and that, were it not for
the extreme difiieulties invol-
ved, there would be desertions
daUy,

Such results as these prove

commissars

that we must Increase the in-
tensity of our work,

One of the 23 deserters said
to our comrades: “If we couid
hava communicated with each
other, not only couid we have
orgahized the escape, but we
couid have oaused the deser-
tion of whole compafiias.”

Here Is a problem us to sol-
ve : how to organize our work
behind the enemy Unes, not
only for the purpose of causing
desertions but also fo.r the or-
ganization of attacks against
the enemy positions.

DIFFICULT AND DELIC.ATE

It is evident that, had we
been able to comimunicate with
the courageous soldiers who
deserted to our Unes, we couid
have organized a real surprise
which might have brought us
great results.

| know that the problem is a
difficult and also a very deli-
cate one, but it is one which
must te faced by our Comra-
dis and by our Commissars.

Ilhe mc.rale of the enemy is
so low that we must take ad-
vantage of it by an audacious
plan and not merely through
rimple propaganda.

| cudspsakers to every fronC

On all fronts we must carry
en systematic work in the ene-
my lines.

On all fronts must we study
carefully the possibilities of
disiutegrating the enemy for-
ces and of attracting them te
our side,

Here, | repeat, is one of the
mnst important tasks for our
Cominiissars and our soldiers.

ILITGI GALT.O
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LETTERS
from

H O M E

With this issue we are creat-
ing a new department, a de-
partment whose continuad Ufe
dependa on our readers. When-
ever possible we shall publish

letters from home — from
friends, parents, wlves, hro-
thers — to American, English

and Canadian volunteers in
Spain. Needless to say, no fia-
mes will be used. We urge all
our readers to help build this
d~artment by sending their
letters or copies of letters to
the Editor.

“Dear L...;

I received your last ietter
last week. but since then | ha-
ve read how you were woun-
ded; and beiieve me that | am
very proud of you and hope
that you weren't seriously
hurt. We atl know that your
efforta to fight for liberty and
Nainst fascism will not be in
vain.

We over here, my son, are
ANng in our own way to aa-
in the fight for liberty-
loving Spain, aithough our ef-
forts are feeble compared with
your risking your Ufe in this
fi&ht for the oppressed.

Uon’'t worry about us here.
are getting along fine. We

all in good health and I'm
~fug heiped financialiy by
your brothers and sister. It is
you that we are all concemed
about. If there is anything you
'Auire that is in our power to
please let us know and we

THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY

ONE MUST BE BLIND

One must be blind,

miist have, as thougli placed iii his eyes, spiinters of

quirkiime,
burning sand,

[glasK,

not to see the light emanating from our deeds,
illuminating our tongiies from within,

our e\-ery word.

One must wish to dle without a testament of glory

Fand happincss,

without participation in future hymns,
ignorad by the judges of the sombre past.

One must wish, while still allve, to be of the past,

a bloody hindrance,
a dead thing,
a dry oblivion.

will do cur utmost to see that
you get it... | hope this ietter
finds you in good apirit and
sufficiently recovered so that
ycu may answer immediately.
With love from all, and espe-
cially from.
Your proud Father, J...

Brooklyn, N. Y. July 11
1937."

"Dear Blacky and Comra-
des:

Was mighty glad to hear

that you arrived at your des-
tination and are now in har-

neas... As for the section he-
re, we have been moving fast.
We won a great victory in the

NATIONAL MARITIME UNION GREETS

SEAMEN

IN SPAIN

The following cablegram has just been re-

ueived here:

“N. M. X.

CONVENTION GREETS OIiR

BROTHERS FIGHTING FOR DEMOCRACY
STOP YOU HAVE OUR COMPLETE SUP-
PORT. — JOE CURRAN CHAIRMAN, THO-
MAS RAY. SECRETARY.”

KNIN\\EL .4LBEB1I

local unioén elections: we elec-
ted X for president, Y for re-
cording secretary and Z as log-
gers’ business agent. We've al-
so been doing a good job of
getting new members and col-
lecting another bunch of bud-
dies for you comrades, | my-
self am cut of the running re-
garding that, as H. is soon
going to Seattle to reinforce J.,
and the section decided that |
am to replace him here. This
will take place within the next
two weeks. | sure will have to
get in and dig harder than
ever before to keep the section
gning as well as H. has, but |
will give you comrades my
proletarian oath that, with the
help of the rest of the boys, I
will do it or go down trying.

Your brother, Red, and the C.
boys are all working at Sag-
inaw, and 1 am working at
Polaon 5. Much interest was
shown by all the boys when
news got out that you had
left; the P. I. even gave it a
write-up, no fooling. We will
soon give an affaar to raise
funda for you boys, and it will
go over big-

A two-day strike at Polson
was won pronto. The Western
camp has been shut down sin-
ce you left as the cedar mar-
ket went blooey, but all others
are runnlng strong. AU lécala
are voting on the C. I. O.
question, results to be known
soon, and a favorable vote is

"1

- K.

5 'SiTé
MVENR THE V8

expected. Maritime Federation
is also now balloting on same.
Retum -from Sailors Union on
C. I. O. went fen to one for
C. I- O. Puget Sound council
cfficers are trying to sabota-
ge vote on C. I. O. by not eend-
ing out ballots to membership,
but the rank and file is de-
manding ballots and will hot
be sabotaged-

The Blagin Mili had a two-
day strike over wage raises,
whicb was won hands down.
R. N. sure took it hard about
lis defeat; the reactionaries
carne out with a big red-bait-
ing scare just before the elec-
tion, but it oniy heiped win
for us-

We had an Aid for Spain
drive two weeks ago and rai-
sed 125 dollars and also a lar-
ge truckload of clothes. Soon
we will start another drive and
make a big cleanup to send
cigarettes, send cigarettes,
ssnd cigarettes and more ci-
garettes, and a hell of a lot of
other things to you boys. You
can expect a lot of the other
boys here to join you soon.

With revolutionary greet-
ings, W...

Aberdeen, Wash. June 27,
1937."

Remember: if you have any
letters you think would be of
general interest, send then
alcng to The Volunteer, S. R.
I. Plaza del Altozano, 63, E,
Albacete.



Serious threats to internal
peace, plotted by elementa
having a childisb conception of
war and of social revolution,
and by tools of fascism at-
templing to agitate the mas-
ses wlth the slogans and de-
ceptions indicated by Trotzky,
have impelled the Communist
Parly of Spain to inltiate a se-
ries of masa meetings.

The purpose of these mass
meetings is not only to present
the program of the Commu-
nist Party, but largely to po-
pularize the aims of the Po-
pular Pront Government,

In this Work of propaganda
the Soclalist Party is concurr-
ing enthlisiastically, giving
evidence that the unification of
the two main proletarian par-
tios of Spain is being accom-
plished and that the joint
Work is proceeding with in-
creasing intensity even before
the actual formaiity of unifica-
tion has been carried out,

The meeting held at the Ci-
ne Salamanca on Sunday, au-
gnst 8, was one of many held
at the same time in many parts
of Spain, and also the first of
a series. That there was a need
for such a meeting was best
shown by the kind of speeches
made.

We have been told repeated-
ly that Catalonia wanted auto-
nomy, and also that it wanted
a complete separation from
the rest of Spain. Such a theo-
ly was very convenient to tho-
se who wanted to do as they
pleased and needed a theory to
defend their misdeeds. And
their misdeeds were as many
as they were varied. Last May
these very same elementa
thought they had sufficient
strength to victoriously chal-
lenge the government, But
that was only a spectacular
evidence of the seriousness of
the danger they represented.
Because these disorders had
been confinad chiefly to Cata-
lonia, and because the idea of
national autonomy had been
misinterpreted, both there and
in the rest of Spjiin, especially
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ON THE NATIONALIZATION OF

THE HRST OF A SERIES OF MEETINGS TO BE HELO IN MADRID

by the enemies of the Popular
Front Government, a pessimis-
tlc belief grew everywhere that
Catalonia was not only a na-
ttonal problem but also prac-
tically a lost province. It was
for the purpose of dispelling
this belief and to inform Ma-
drid of what the workers of
Catalonia were doing that Ra-
fael Vidiella, member of the
Catalonian Government and
leading member of the Unified
Soclalist Party of Catalonia.
was among the speakers at
the meeting.

War industrie,j

We all know that one of the
ehief weaknesses of Loyalist
Spain in the waging of its war
of Independence is the lack of
a real war industry, Catalonia
was hoped to be the region
where such an industry could
be created. But in the way of
the formaUon of such an In-
dustry there were obstacles of
a technical nature as well of a
psychological nature, Vidiella
said.

The Spanish aristocracy ne-
ver allowed Catalonian indus-
try to develop in the direction
of a pctential war industry.
The bourgeoisie knew full well
that the industrial proletariat
of Catalonia was a constant
threat to its hegemony, The
metal industry e”ecially was
kept within the limita of <mali
prcduction. The most develo-
ped industrial regién of Spain,
containing also no smali
amount of mineral wealth, re-
mained an anemic industrial
regién, that la an industry
which had importance only in
relation to the much leas de-
veloped industry of the rest of
Spain. Such a condition couid
not be remedied in four daya.
Not only was it necessary to
reorganizo the industry, but it
was neecessary to reorganiza
the political structure of the
whole regién.

Wfaile the industry was
found out to be unequal to the
task, and in need of important

changes, the psychoiogy of the
working cUss”had also to un-
dergo. a .serious <~nge. Cata-
lonia- Was the reglén where the
"organization of indiscipline”
was a much cherished slogan.
And by organization of indis-
cipline was meant that eveiyo-
ne could do as he damn plea-
sed, that every factory coun-
cil could ignore every thing
else outside of itself, and that
every town coundl, where any
existed, could find its orders
flouted by anyone, with full
impunity, because of a State of
mind altogether too prevalent.
Such a situation was ideal un-
der the oid regime for the pur-
pose of paralyzing the conduct
of the existing social stnictu-
re. Even then such conduct
could not have positivo re-
sulta. But in war time, under
social revolutionary conditions,
it became clear that the con-
tinuation of such a poUcy wa-s
of the greatest help only to
the fascists in the trenches
and beyond. The necessary
educatlonal work has been un-
dertaken and Catalonia is Im-
proving in a very promising
manneir. Production, which had
fallen oft scandalously, is deci-
dedly on the increase. Many
war neccessities are now being
produced q.uite efficlently and a
feeling of general opUmlsm is
growing about the share that
Catalonia will contribute to
the winning of the war.

This is taklng place parallel
with the growth of the Uni-
fied Socdalist Party formed by
the merger of four sepérate
paities which had. at the tim»
of unification, a comTined
membership of about 7,000
members; and which durlng
war time, and in spite of se-
rious opposition of dangerous
hut very influential elementa,
has grown to a membership of
well over 60.000.

The problem presented by
Comrade Vicente Uribe, MI-
nister for Agriculture, was ano-
ther one, but closely related
with the statements made by
Vidiella.

DIANA (U. G. T.).—I”rra, e. Madrid

INDUSTRY

Unification in Spain today
is not merely a political pro-

blem conceming the parties ||

involved. It is an extremely ur-
gent problem on which the

whole eourse of the war de- |

pends. It is clear that those
who like to organizo indlsci-1

pline are not fit to carry on Kk

the war and that victory can-
not come through them,

They have lorded it in many
villages and in all too great a
number of industries, But the
Spanish proletariat is in this
fight to win, and It will not
allow anything to remain in
the way of the fight for vic-
tory. As Uribe well said, their
attempts to rai” their head at
this moment is a sure indica-
tion of their admission that itj
is a matter of “now or ncver'.

Here is a quotation from tTri-
be’'s speech:

“When the question arises of
the nationalisation of industry,
when it beeomes important to
mobillze this or that shop for
war industry purposes, these
new rich come out with their
fancy notions that they are the
enemies of the Government and
of the State, while at the sa-
me Ume they build littie go-
vemments of their own and do
as It damn picases them. And
these new rich, whose wealth
will not last long- when their
dividends are not quite suffi-
cient, know how to go to the
very same Government whose
enemies they say they are, and
do not mind asking for more
money.

“These elements, who are so
opposed to Government con-
trol of the economic means of
the nation, are part of the cho-
rus of owls hooting in tlie
nlght without the least con-
cern for the aims and nee.s
of the people. First they hold
the money which is not theirs,
and then they are forever
yelping at the government for
more and ever more money.

"They are mistaken."

H. A
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