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FIGHT FOR DÉMOCRACY AT HOME
ít o  (iaUagher, the aiithor 

rf the arcom pinjiiig article, 
hpeds no iiitruduction to the 
-^meripaii voliuit^ers. Slnce 
the orjfanization o f the inter- 
hational Labor l>efense in 1925 
he has defended, in California, 
thousanda of Horkers falsely 
«■wsted for atterntítiiifi- to 
exercise the democratie rights 

n Un-1 tliey supposedly posaessed un- 
the BiU of Riffhts. He

oíd leadershlp. A s  a conae- 
quence, it will not be long be- 
fore we shall flnd in the Uni­
ted States a powerful, unifled 
National Maritime Federation.

—  AND THL C. I. O.

The successes o f the maríti 
me workers have been dupii- 
cated in other fields. John

L. Lewis and his assodatea, 
conacious o f the impotence o f 
“ craft” Union organization in 
Steel, rubber, auto and other 
basic industries, set out to or­
ganiza hundreds of thousands 
crf unorganized workera in the- 
se and other fields. Their 
success has been immediate 
and overwhelming- Mlllions 
of workers are now organizad

ses of I been attorney for Toni — —■
ustry, l  ^ '*ney: and he was sent to 
int to I ̂ erinany in 1933 dpfpn4 jj j.
■p for l'^^troff, framed on the prepos- 
these I  charge of having buriied

F R A N C O ’S MAN POW ER
...«ww — -------u«xviaj^ u u ra ea
their ■ ^  Keichstag bnilding in Ber-I. «n. Tí- -■ethe||''"- Recently Leo Gallagher 

itand Ij " '^  the attorney for the de­
le sa- , '"daiits in the famoiis Saera- 

•' ^ n to  Criminal .Syndicalism 
^nal. yem-g running
or the Suprema C’ourt in Ca- 

^̂ O'-nia, he polled 248.000 vo- 
the largest ever recor-

e go- 
nd do 
. And 
íeaJth 
their 

suff
tes ̂ -- — fveor-

t»y a Progressive or labor 
o the " ^ d a t e .  _  Editor’s Note, 
vhose

^0 ene can well deny tha!!, and 
more

A.

— v, cu ueny tnaí 
has been in the last two 

*̂>■ 5 a grat advance in the or- 
o f the Progressive 

p *3 o f the United States. 
Ff.n the United Scewww 
g the General Strike in

francisco in 1934. the ma- 
‘®e workers o f the West 

‘Consolidated their forces 
-  unity by the or-

zation of the Maritime Fe- 
^ tion  of the Pacific, 

and * ^ongshoremen, sailors 
the "'^•^^time workers of
Well coasts, a.s
,0 o »  the Great Lakes. 
jg.. ^ooognized the corred 
iw. on the Pacific, and
^ 'e e d e d  to repudíate their

Probably everyone has wan- 
ted time and again to know 
just how many troops Franco 
has at his disposal and what 
he can count on for reserves. 
Izvestia's mOltary expert Go- 
lubev has provlded us with a 
fine analysis of the human re- 
sources of the rebels. Not con- 
tent to show that Franco can 
put no more than 240.000 to
270.000 men in the áelds as an 
Army of combat, with 70.000 to
100.000 of these on the Ma­
drid fronts (not counting Gua- 
dalajarai, Golubev traces the 
men to  their sources.

A t the begínning o f the war 
there were 100.000 to 120.000 
soldlers carried over to the re- 
belllon; adding Civil Guards 
and other militarized bodies, 
we get from 130.000 to 140.000; 
with the requetés and Phalan- 
xists the Army o f Rebellion 
would total 200.000. In Decem- 
ber 1936 flve yeara' conscripta 
were called up, so that at the 
begínning o f 1937 the total 
manpower fo r  the year carne 
to 370.000 or 390.006, consist- 
ing o f 200.000 reeruits and

miscellaneous foroes for secon- 
dary fronts and local garri- 
sons, etc., 110.000 to 120,000 
soldlers, 60.000 to 70.000 re- 
quetés and Pascists o f the Pha-

lanx. Italians, Germans and 
Moors arrived ateadily during 
1937. The intervention troops 
totalled some 120.000 to 130.000 
and by July not leas than

<^ootinii<»d ou p9g** 2«)

luto the C. I. O. and additlonal 
thousands are being added 
every week.

On the other hand, the reac- 
tionary forces controlling the 
economic life of the country 
are not blind to the threat 
whlch powerful unión organi- 
zation will mean to their dic­
tatorial powers and privileges. 
They have converted their fae­
tones into armad fortresses, 
manned by gangsters. labor 
spies and provooateurs, who 
mislead or by threats forcé 
thousands of misguided work­
ers to act as scabs. In this 
they are helped by the orga- 
nization and use o f company 
unions.

The struggle between the 
Progressive forces of labor and 
the reactionary forces o f pri- 
vilege is becoming more bit- 
ter from  day to day. The 
reaotionaries, in this situation, 
instinctively turn to their oíd 
ally —  or rather their historie 
servant, the State —  for aid. 
But here too eonditions are 
changlng.

POLITIC-AL TREND IN U. S.

The rank and file of the 
American people have become 
aroused by the destructlon of 
democratic rights in Germany 
and Italy, Just as France 
and Spain organized great Uni­
ted fronts in defense o f demo- 
cracy, so in America the Pro­
gressive forces have begun to 
elect candidates on the basis 
o f previous. proven records 
rather than upon the former 
candidates chosen by the reac- 
tionaries. As a result, the poli- 
tical apparatus in üie United
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States, while far from ideal, is 
at least more favorable to labor 
than in the pa^t. A  number 
o f public offlcials are fearles- 
sly exposing the past faypo- 
crisies o f the poUtical and la­
bor fakirs alike.

Under this influence, a suf- 
ficient number o f cowardly and 
even reactíonary public offi- 
cials have been forced to legis- 
late and interpret laws in fa ­
vor o f labor. EKiring the Roo- 
sevelt administration a num­
ber of meaaurea have been 
enacted which are really epo- 
chal in the labor field —  no-

L eo  O ollagher.

tably the National Labor Re- 
lations Act, commonly known 
as the Wagner Labor Law, 
This law guarantees to the 
workers the right to organize 
into unions of their own chol­
ee. It therefore in effect out-
laws the company unión __
the main obstacle to genuine 
U n i o n  organization. After 
the pasaage of this act, the 
great American cotporations, 
with their usual cynical dis- 
regard o f law, continued to 
viólate workers rights as they 
had done in the past. They 
felt that they might safely 
count upon the United States 
Supreme Court —  the last ci- 
tadel o f reaction —  to decla­
re the Wagner A ct unconstitu- 
tional.

TORIES DEFEAXED

But here again the reactlo- 
naries failed to take Into ae- 
count the changed political 
set-up. The famous dríve to 
reform the Supreme Cotirt was 
initiated. As a result o f  this

campaign, which was organi- 
zed around the issue o f curtail- 
ing the powers of the Court, 
that body carne into such dis­
repute and was so dicredited 
that it did not daré to declare 
the Wagner A ct unconstitutio- 
nal. The right of workers to 
bargain collectively through 
agencies of their own choice 
was j  u d i c i a 11 y  recognized. 
Meanwhíle the Lafollette Civil 
Libertles Committee was ex- 
poslnrg the lawiessne.ss o f the 
great American corporatlons 
on the industrial field.

That the struggle for La- 
bor’s rights has not been an 
easy one, and that reaction is 
organizing to destroy all ves- 
tiges of democratic .rights in 
America may be sesn from the 
fact that the struggle to re­
form the United States Supre­
me Court was defeated, des­
pite the fact that the majority 
of the American people were 
behind the effort.

A ll these evaits in America 
are directly linked up with the 
fascist invasión o f Spain, and 
with the Washington-Lineoln 
Battalion — the American ad- 
vance guard in the struggle 
for the defense o f democratic 
rights in the United States.

Both the Progressive and the 
reactionary forces in America 
are closely following events in 
Spain. The reactioníaries 
fully reallze that a fascist vlc- 
tory in Spain would result in 
a general strengthening of 
fascism throughout the world, 
and therefore also in the Uni­
ted States, With such a 
swing to the right, they would 
redouble their espionage and 
terrorism, and break the labor 
unión movement throughout 
the country,

.AMERIC.-V W.ATCHES US

The Progressive forces, on 
the other hand, know that the 
victory o f democracy in Spain 
will immediately strengthen 
the United front, democratic 
forces throughout the world, 
and specifically in the United 
States. It is for this reason, 
and to give a concrete proof 
o f solidarity with Republican

Spain, that the Maritime Pe- 
deration o f the Pacific called 
a general strike o f its 40.000 
members a few weeks ago,

The role o f the members of 
the Washington-Lineoln Batta­
lion can best be understood 
whea one realizas that the 
flght la Spain is likely to sha- 
pe the future of soclety throug­
hout the world for years to 
come.

Por this reason, we in Ame­
rica sean each day’s paper for 
news about the Washington- 
Lineoln Battalion. We have 
read with pride the record of 
your struggles — volunteers 
who on foreign fíelds are de- 
fending American democracy.

To the Washington-Líncoin 
Battalion, Salud!

BROOKLYN 8HIP Y.AJU)

SEES M.4SS PICKETING

r.EO G A L L .aG H E R

Biunt refusal of the mana- 
gement of Robin Dry Dock 
Co. to negotiate a settlement 
with 15.000 workers on strike 
for over seven weeks, brought 
out a mass picket of more 
than 3.500 workers before the 
yards.

A similar demonstration took 
place before the Siseo Plant 
of the United Ship Yards 
Corp. at Mariner’s Harbor, 
Staten Island.

Several truckloads of stri- 
kers from the Hoboken Tjen- 
jen & Lang Yards participated 
in the Staten Island mass 
picketing. A  very large per- 
centage of Irish-Americans 
participated in the picketing 
together with their wives.

FRANCO’S MAN-POWER
{Cuntinupcl tro in  p age  2 .]

20.000 to 25.000 more Moers 
had b e e n  . recruited. Thus 
Pranoo began the second year 
o f war with from  390.000 to
440.000 men, when we have de- 
duted his years’ loases of
250.000 men. Troops needed in 
Morocco, secondary forces, au- 
xlUiary groups, local detach- 
menta absorb from 150.000 to
175.000 men, leaving a máxi­
mum figure o f 240.000 to
270.000 for Army of Com- 
bat.

When the Government offen- 
sive began at Brúñete, the Fas­
cista maintained some 70.000

Th
mad«
outst
novel
natio
Parts

men on t h e  entire Madrid 
front with the excepUon of the 
Guadalajara side. It was re- 
ported that they had decided 
to increase their forces around 
Madrid to 100.000, uülizing 
Italians, in view o f the increa- 
sed mobiJity o f the People'a 
Army.

Franco himself summarizes 
his manpower problem in his 
proposals for a new rebel of* 
fenslve; Mussoilni and Hitler 
must give hlm 125.000 men or 
he cannot move, he reporta. ■

Which amply reveáis his 
condition.

u tftA c< iír | 3 a c e .

c . ü ? U ^  O^c
«Rfc8T IN PE AC E* Mus^ohiki riie b ird .
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T O O  M U C H  O F  R A C E
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The íollowing addrcss was 
made by Lang-ston Hughes, 
outstancling American poet and 
novelist, at the Second Inter­
national Writers Congress in 
Paris, a month ago.

tonk
?lant
'arda
rbor.

‘tirg

Memhers o í  the Second In- 
tesnational Writears Congress 
asd of Paits: i  come
from a land cailed America, a 
democratic land, a rich land 
- -and yet a land whoae demo- 
cracy from the very begiim- 
hig has been talnted wlth race 
prejudiee bom  o f slavery, and 
whose richness has been pou- 
red through the narrow chan­
téis oí greed inbo the hands 

the few. I come to the Se- 
cond International W r i t e r s  
C o n g r e s s  representing my 
°®>httry, America, but most 
®specially represenüng the Ne- 
gro peopies of America, and 
tte poor peoples o f America 
-because I am both a Negro 
“ d poor. And that combina­
ron of color and of poverty 
glvas me the right then to 
speak for the most oppressed 
§^oup in America—that group 
that has known so little o f de- 
mocracy — the fifteen miliion 
Negrees who dwell within our 
horders.

'Ve are the people who ha- 
ve long known in actual prac- 
roe Ule meaning o f the word 

—rfor the Amen can at- 
rtude toward us has always 
been one o f economlc and so- 

discriminaüon: In many 
States of our country Negroes 

not permitted to vote or

to be unable to work in edi­
torial offices, o r  write for the 
motion pictures, We know Jim- 
Crow cars, raee-riots, lynch- 
mgs. the sorrows o f  the Scotts- 
boro boys. In America, Negroes 
do not have to be told what 
fascism is In action. We know. 
Its theories of Nordíc supre-

'.í -V

hol(t political office. In so- 
sections freedom of move- 

la greatly hindered, es- 
¿  if  we happen to be

hrecruppens on the cotton 
■ ^^^^taiions of the South. All 

America we know what

1^  to be refused admittan- 
schools and colleges, to 

hoT*'^^ nnd ooncert halls, to 
els and restaurants. We 

-• Writers know what it is

macy and economic suppres- 
sion have long been realities 
to US.

FASCISM ON WORLD SCALE

And now we view Fascism 
on a World scale; HiUer In 
Germany wlth the aboEUon of 
labor unions, his tyranny over 
the Jews, and the sterilization 
c f  the Negro chíJdren o f Co- 
Icgne; Mussolini in ItaJy wlth 
his bannlng of Negroes on the 
theatrical stages,’ and his ex- 
p e d it io n s  of slaughter in 
Ethioipia; the Military Party 
in Japan wlth their little maps 
c f  how they’li conquer the 
whole World, and their savage 
treatment of the Koreans and 
Chínese; Batista and Vincent, 
the little American - made ty- 
rants of Cuba and Haití; and 
now Spain, and Franco wlth 
hls absurd cry of “ Viva Es­
paña” in the hands of ItaJians, 
Moors, and Germana invited to 
help him achieve “Spanish uni- 
ty” . Absurd, bpt truel 

We Negroes o f America are 
tired of a worid divided super- 
ficialiy on the basis of race and 
color- but in reaiity on the 
basis o f poverty and pcwer— 
the rich over the poor, no mat- 
ter what their color. We Ne­
grees o f America are tired of 
a World in whích it is pcssible 
for any one group of people 
to say to another, "You ha- 
ve no right to happiness, or 
freedom, or the joy  of Ufe” . 
We are tired o f a worid whe- 
re ferever we work for someo- 
ne else and the profits are noí 
ours. We are tired of a worid 
where, when we raise our vol­
ees against oppressáon, we are 
ímmedíately jailed, Intimlda- 
ted, beaten, sumetlmes lynched.

Nicolás Guillen has been in 
prisoft in Cuba, Jaeques Rou- 
main in Haití, Angelo Hern- 
don in the United States. The 
g  r e a t Indian writer. Raj 
Anand, cannot come to the 
Writers Congress in París be- 
cause the Brltish pólice have 
taken his passport from  him.

“ MUBDEB IS NOTHING”

I say, we darker peoples of 
the earth are tired o f a worid 
in which things üke that can 
happen. Ajid we see in the 
tragedy of Spain how far the 
worid-oppressors will go to re- 
tain theár power. To them, now, 
the murder of women and 
children is nothing. Those who 
have already practiced bomb- 
ing t h e  little villages of 
Ethiopia, now bomb Guemica

V

and Madrid. The same Fascists 
who forced Italian peasants to 
fight in A frica now forcé A frl- 
can Moors to fight in Europe. 
They do not care about color 
when they can use you for 
profits or fo r  war. Japan at- 
tempts to forcé the Chínese of 
Manehuria to work and fight 
under Japanese supervisión for 
the glory and wealth o f the To­
kio bourgeoise—one oolored

people dominatíng another at 
the point of guns. Race means 
nothing when it can be tur­
nad to Fascist use. And yet ra­
ce means everythlng when 
fasdsts o f  the worid use it as 
a bugaboo and a terror to keep 
the worktng masses from  gett- 
¡ng together.

Just as hi America, they tell 
the whites that Negroes are 
dangerous brotes and rapista, 
so in Germany they lie about 
the Jews. and in Italy they 
cast their verbal spit upan the 
Ethiopians. And the oíd myths 
o f race are kept aUve to hurt 
and impede the rising power 
of the working class. But in 
America, where race prejudi- 
ce is  Sí. strong, already we ha- 
ve learned that the Mes of ra­
ce mean continued oppression 
and poverty and fear—and now 
Negrees and white sharecrop- 
pers In the cotton fields o f the 
South are beginning to get to- 
gether; and Negro and white 
workers in the great industrial 
clties o f the North under John 
L. Lewis and the C. I. O. ha- 
ve begun to create a great la­
bor forcé that refuses to re- 
cognize the color Une. Negro 
and white stevedores on the 
docks o f the West Coast of 
America have formed one of 
the most powerful labor unions 
in America. Formerly, the un- 
crganized Negro dockworkers 
- -unorganized because the whi­
te workers themselves with

(Continued un l'age 4.)

R E M E . V I B E R  T H I S ?

On tJi« oíd Jarama froul.
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To the English-Speaking^Comrades of the International i
Brigades

In saying farewell to you 
(for a time onlyj there Is llttle 
I can say whlcii I have not said 
many times before. But one 
tiítng I mu&L add, m y heartfelt 
thanks fo r  the help glvesn me 
and for the comradeship I re- 
ceived. Boys, my work was 
raade easy, th a fs  the solid 
truth. My Job was a simple 
one, o f course, to try to break 
down that isolatlon from Spa- 
nish events which many com- 
rades have.felt so keenly. AH 
o f you. or the great majority 
of you, had active política] lí- 
ves In the States and in iSn- 
gland. You were part of the ac­
tive, Creative movement in 
your counttles, and so carne to 
Spain. Though you are taking 
the most vital o f all roles, you 
atill feel cut off from  the a g - 
nlficant background o f Spa- 
nish Ufe. Mine was not a  d if- 
ficult job, because Spain has 
been my country long enough 
for me to love garlic and to re­
ve! in olive oil (henee this 
troublesome waistline, I suppo- 
se). In fact the only thing I 
can’t  stand about the States 
is its food; not enough oil, ápi­
ce, rice or mulé meat and 
beam.

But what gave me a  kick 
was the way the comrades 
took the dope. Real attention, 
and damn good questions, and 
more than that, the boys wan- 
ted no easy Solutions, no sdop- 
py generalizations, but were 
eager to understand the real 
and enormous compheations of 
the Spanish Popular Revolu- 
tion. 1 like talking about 
Spain anyway, and fo r  want of 
an audience sometimes prac- 
tise on myself. I  expect you 
guessed that.

Whether I succeeded in gi- 
ving all the Information that 
was wanted I do not know. 
But I think many were satls- 
fied, for sometimes I  got tho 
sincerest form o f thanks, a 
good s w i n g  i n g  backhanded 
cempUment, right in the jaw. 
One comrade eamed my affec- 
tion (and I mean it) by say- 
ing, “Comrade Bates, after 
listening to that, I’m  damned 
if I can see how an intelligent 
guy Uke you could wrlte such 
a long-winded, síily, stupld 
book as you did!’ ’ In the flrst 
place that shows he was on 
good teirms wlth me, that guy, 
and that’s what I  always wan­
ted: and in the second, well

TOO MUCH OF RACE
i'Conlínued

their backwand ideology didn’t 
want Negrees in their luüons 
—formerly theee Negro wor- 
kers could break a strike. And 
they dld. But now, together, 
both Negroes and whites are 
strong. We are leaming.

THEY FEAR US
Why is it that the British 

pólice seize Raj Anand's pass- 
port? Why is it that the Sta­
te Department in Washington 
delaya imduly la granting me 
permission to go to  Spain as 
a representativo of the Negro 
preas? Why is it that the 
yo\mg N ^ r o  leader, Angelo 
Hemdon, was finding it most 
difficult to secupe a  passport 
this spiing in New York ? 
W hy? We know why!

It is because the reactionary 
and Fascist forcee o f the world 
know that wrlters like Anand

from psge 3.;
and myself, leadera like Hem ­
don, and poets like Guillen and 
Roumain represen! the great 
longlng that is in the bearts of 
the darker peoples of the world 
to reach out their hands in 
friendship and brotherhood to 
all the races of the earth. The 
Fascist know that we long to 
be rid o f hatred and terror and 
oppression. to be rid o f con- 
quenng and of being conque­
red, to be rid o f all the ugü- 
Tiess o f poverty and imperla- 
Usm that eats away the heart 
o f civilizatlon today. W e repre­
sen! the end of race. And the 
Fascists know that when the­
re is no more race, there will 
be no more capítalism, and no 
more war, and no more money 
for the munitions makers—be- 
cause the workers of the world 
will have triumphed.

honest opinions are good for 
swelled heads (the common 
fault o f writers). But really, 
I could see, he was saying, 
"Thank you, comrade; that 
w£ts the Works!”

with the Mae-Paps, particula- 
ry the one when the cooks 
wouldn’t give me any coffee, 
and the Ukrainians sang like 
red angela.

SUMMING UP
EVENINGS OF COMRADE­

SHIP
There are many events I 

shall always remember, the

I f I had to sum up in one 
paragraph what I háve always 
tried to say, it would be this: 
Boys, never forget you are in

U-tf
, 0

• \on_intervenli©ni6t.i >Supposc we knoek o ff for Ihe sunimer, bov^>.

moonUt night on the Jarama 
front when the fascists sudden- 
ly put an end to questions wlth 
a piece of rudeness characte- 
ristlc of fascists; or perhaps it 
was the olive trees, for by the 
time I got l«,ck from the Bat- 
talion armory with a rifle, it 
was all over. Or again, I shall 
always remember the lecture 
place in the English Battaüon, 
with Its machine gun post just 
above. By the way, after the 
poor efforts o f the American 
boys, it was pleasant to hean a 
litUe good EngUsh blasphemy. 
And a  certain night at the Au­
to Park, beneath the trees, and 
the canteen afterwards, and 
Bunny cheering us up with sad 
songs- (Though the limit in 
songs was reached by the Lin­
coln boys, who could shame 
any joumalist or commercial 
traveller.) Grand evenings, ful! 
o f human health, and—why not 
say it—a comradeship such as 
I have rarely experienoed, and 
by Christ, comradeship is one

I.ANG.STON U ü G H K S

of the biggest compensationa 
for the hard work our move­
ment glves US. And I shall re- 
member, too, my meetings

a country that is still strug- 
gling out o f feudal conditions 
and that not every Spaniard 
seos which way to get out of 
feudallsm, Never ^ p e c t  a de- 
g  r e e of oiganization and 
smooth working you would 
expect o f an English or Ame 
rican proletariat, therefore, If 
you remember this, you wiU 
be as amazed as I am at the 
distance we have covered and 
take fresh confldence and cou- 
rage. Any comrade who can't 
see this has just forgotten hií 
theoretical dope, that's the 
truth.

And ftnally, I ’m  going to the 
States, and there I’ll try to 
do the same I  set out to  do 
here. I promise to sejid oveí 
news about each City I vlsit 
and about each seetion o f the 
movement I come in contact 
wlth. And, o f course, to 
up the cigarets and chocolates 
wallahs. I guess you guys cah 
permít one boast as a parting 
shot. I never gave a single 
pep-talk. A ny man who denieí 
this can chooee his weapcxns; 
mine's a hatchet.

SaJud.
B A L l 'l l  B A T K S

<’HA
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The Iberian- AnarcMst Fede- 
ration has long been the stron- 
gest section of the Internatio­
nal Workingmen’s Assoclation. 
In fact, nowhere but Spain has 
the Anarchist movement had 
fírst-rate importance. In the 
course of a year o f popular 
defense against Fascism, the 
F. A, 1, has made many ad- 
justments to legal condltions 
and to the popular revolution. 
Nevertheless, Its fundamental 
structure remained that o f an 
iUegal organization, or as the 
Anarchists put it, a movement 
diat lived “above rather than 
beyond the law’’ . “Affinity 
groups” were the basic cell. In 
other words, small conspirato- 
riaJ groups, conforming to the 
Anarchist faith in a few deter- 
hiined men rather than the 
ofeat masses leas capable of 
luick action. The fundamental 
approach of the Anarchists, a 
year after the military-clerical- 
Fascíst rtsing was still that of 
0- hunted, persecuted, oppoait- 
íon movement- Yet the anar- 
chosyndicalists had early elec- 
ted to particípate In Govern- 
ment, and the libertarians oflen 
'i'aimed a majority o f the ar- 

workera o f Spain. A t 
'shgtii the F. A. I., whlch has 
Always provided the política] 
^•■ection for the C. N. T-, dec- 
ided to change its articles of 
íaith and organíc structure.

Fr a n g e s  i n  s t r u c t i ;k e

'"The groups that aerved as 
cells o f the F. A. I.” , 

’̂ ’^piaíns a sort o f long pream- 
to the new Constitutíon,

"are not sufficienMy flexible at 
the present moment, although 
they performed an important 
historie mission and were well- 
suited to epochs of underground 
Work". Therefore the Constitu- 
tion provides for village groups 
or branches, district branchos 
In cíties, federations of bran­
ches and, for strictly political 
werk, provincial federaticna

following prevailing provincial 
bounds. The higher organs are 
the Regional Federations and 
the Iberian Anarchist Federa- 
tion bínding tbem together.

Behind this unexciting struc- 
tural reform lies a complete 
revisión of the Anarchist art­
icles o f faith. In the first pla­
ce, the F. A. I. frankly acknow- 
ledges the need of buílding a 
mass party and of providing 
direction for the Revolution. 
'T f we aspire to have the mas­
ses accompany us and endorse 
the transformation we propo­
se, etc..." It is quite evident 
that the lessons o f a year of 
popular Revolution have over­
eóme the objections of the 
Anarchists to a great many

O
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political principies. For instan- 
ce, they long combatted tbe 
buildíng of a mass party in 
campaigns opposing proselyt- 
ism, and they criticízed the 
Communíst Party's "directorial 
political Une” as tending to- 
ward hegemony and dlctator- 
ship. Now they frankly State; 
"The Revolution must be orlen- 
ted and dírected... The F. A. I., 
to  be concrete, has its hands 
on the powerful levers o f a 
Revolution.” But there is an 
even greater break with the 
past in this little discussed 
document. The Consütution 
calis unmistakably for stern 
discipline and a single party 
Une!

SIüNIFICiANr DECISION

Those who recall the Anar­
chist posters calling for the or- 
ganization o f indisciplíne, wlll 
have some hint of the intemal 
revolution this decisión sym- 
bclizes. Individual Anarchists 
had to break with their friends, 
in the past, If they agreed with 
the Commii.nists on this point, 
The late Durruti, in exile in 
l ’ aris, told his frlend Romero; 
"I ahall be "for" discipUne if 
the Revolution comes in Spain” . 
Romero himself says he then 
disagreed but in the course of 
the war realized that Durruti 
was right. Now the F. A. I. 
has come the whole theoretlc 
way on this point:

"The F- A. I. mu.st give its 
movement a new structure ac- 
cepüng the practices that are 
necessary to achieve victory 
and that are demanded by the 
special conditions in which the 
war and revolution place us. 
Subardtnated individually and 
collectively to our supreme aim. 
We must be coherent, diflcipli- 
ned and daring in action, and in 
order. That that action may ta- 
ke form and crystalize in re­
sulta achieved, the F.A.I. must 
have a uniform political Une 
that embraces all aspeets of so­
cial and political Ufe, so that it 
may anticípate “how" it wlll 
act at any moment and in any 
clrcunstances.”

OPEN POLITICAL PARTY

What has happened? In ef- 
fect the F, A- I. has constitu- 
ted itself into an open political 
party, aspiring to guide the 
masses, “cq>en a single channel 
and dii'ect events in a single 
direction” , naraely, the direet- 
íon c f  Libertarían Communism 
It has made this decisión be- 
cause the popular Revolution 
changed everything, There is 
even the suggestion that the 
F. A. I. realizes it has been 
slow to adjust;

‘Tn the economic order, the 
F. A. I, .recognizes that Spain 
L3 living through a period of 
profounl tranrformatlon. Feu­
dal property in land surviving 
since time inunemorial tends 
rapidly to give way to collectlve

ULUEBKAUUs d c in a n ü  rcca gn U  
io n  u s a  belligfcrent.*'

property, thereby destroylng 
the major historie bulwark of 
Spanish capitalism... On the 
cther hand, great industrial en- 

,terprises likewise tend to assu- 
me a coUective character, the­
reby fundamentally changit^ 
the character of the national 
economy." That changes the 
rjlations of the Anarchists to 
their environment. “ We who 
fought tirelessly yesterday 
against a  eondition of tyran- 
ny and injustice, today stand 
at the side o f the new institu- 
tions arisen from  the Revolu­
tion as the expression of the 
deepest destres of the masses...

Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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lessons of ccanmoa struggle 
against Faacism still to be lear- 
ned in the conjáng montiLS, mi- 
racles are posalble. Would it 
not be a miraculous vlew of 
unity in Spain to look foward 
to some futura entry o f the 
F. A. I. into a single party of 
the proletariat sida by side 
with the Communists and So- 
clalists?

THE VoLÜNTEEft FOR LtBERlY

Thepefore, as agaínst our in - 
h íb it io n s  of y e s te r d a y , we feel 
Ibat i t  ia th e  duty o í aJl Auar- 
CWsth t o  t a k e  p a r t  in  e v e r y  
publlc in s titu U on  th a t  can 
g tr e n g th e n  and advance th e  
new S ta te  of affairs,"

A C H I L D R E N S ’ S H O M E

S O M E W H E R E  IN S P A I N
MIRACUHS STILL FOSSIBLK

On the ppsitive sida, the new 
Constltution ts rather weak, As 
a carry-over of the long oppo- 
sítiODJ record of Anarchism, 
the programatic suggestions or 
bases seem rather to reject 
those o f Marxismi than to spe- 
clfy "how" the Anarchists ex- 
pect to achieve their alma. The 
íunction of the trade unions to 
plan production in general li­
nea and 6-trictly to control the 
meaiis and forras of production 
is stated without cominentary. 
The Federalist poliMeni princi­
pies of A narch*^ , based on 
the autíawweajs región, the co­
marca and municipio (county 
rather than municípallty) are 
also formally reaffim ed. But 
in the preamble, the really im- 
portant basis o f continued po­
pular unity appears; “The P. 
A. I, cannot accomplish its 
whole mlssion if the war Is 
lost, To Win the war is to main- 
tain the principie of the Revo- 
lution Etrong and victorious...’ ' 

With the present structure of 
the F. A. I. and the crowded

When we ñrst came here we 
were kept very busy prepar- 
Ing the villas for the members 
of the International Brigades. 
There were 18 of us, nurses 
sent from  Madrid. Nearly all 
the nurses had ^ n  in the 5th 
Reglment—that is to say that 
they had fought in the tren- 
ches from the very flrst days 
of the struggle.

But we were not so busy

neighborhood. They carne from 
the Malaga front, where they 
left everything else and fled 
from the Fascists with their 
children on their backs. They 
know nothlng o f what has 
happened to their husbands, or 
to the rest o í their families.

I have se* i  these poor chil­
dren crying at the slightest 
sound, in the belief that it was 
a Fasclst bombardment...

1 9 2 7  1 9 3 7
A U G U S T  2 2 ^

NICOLA SACCO
a n d

BARTOLOMEO VANZETTI
L e g a l ly  M u rd e re d

b y  A m e r ic a n  R e a c t io n

W E DO N O T F O R 6 E T

that we dld not ñnd time to 
vlsit the refugee children at the 
Home for the Orphans o f mi- 
litiamen who were the only In- 
habítants o f these deserted vil­
las.

The children were the flrst 
í?who had been taken from  the 

different frOntS, and there we­
re children of Asturian miners 
who had no idea what had hap­
pened to their fathers, many 
from Madrid and others from 
the Andalusian front, where 
they had seen their parents 
suffer all klnds of torture even 
ú> being bumed alive... And 
the poor little children remem- 
)er, and have an expression a.' 

i f  o í  horror on their faces, and 
in their dreams at night they 
cry their hearts out.

A t flrst the children were 
left very much to themselves. 
No one took much notice of 
them, María Luisa, who was 
in charge of them, eomplained 
Lhat even at Christmas nobody 
thought about them.

A t that time the members 
cf the International Brigades 
were not in the majority he 
re. Not a single one had arri- 
ved as yet. It w|is only about 
Christmas time that the fu-st 
began to arrive.

THE I. B. ABRIVES

TEKBOB-STIIK^KEN

G. M.

Some are the children o f wo- 
men who are worktng in the

In any case it was a pitiful 
sight to see the poor children. 
One day we o f the Socorro 
Rojo brought them some clo- 
fbes, for they came with noth- 
ing and since it was winterti- 
me this made their State all 
the more pitlable.

The Comrades o f the Inter­
national Brigades soon began

to take an interest in them. 
Gradually their visits to the 
Orphans' Home became more 
and more frequent, unül final- 
ly  one eemrade from  the Inter­
national Brigades míwried the 
woman comrade in charge, and 
another married the teacher.

And 30 now it is as if we 
were all one fam ily: the chil­
dren in the Home and the In­
ternational Voluntecrs; even 
the contrast between them ma- 
kes a very harmonious plctu- 
re... the weak and tiny orphan 
beside the strong, grave vo- 
lunteer.

When the volunteers see the 
children they remember that 
they too have children. Becau- 
se o f this the home is always 
fuU of Vc4unteers who do all 
th ^  can to iook aíter the kids 
and nrafte them happy.

3I-4.SS ADOPTIONS

A t flrst each volunteer wan- 
ted to adcpt one special child, 
but then they thought It best 
to adcpt all without any dis- 
tinaUons. and that is what 
they flnally dld. Now when a 
collection is taken the money. 
goee to the children, who noW 
have everything they need.

A t the fete which was held 
for the opening of the Kitchen 
for those on special diets at the 
H:tel, the children were given 
bathing costumes, everything 
they needed fo r  gamea on the 
beach, and hammocks, etc.

The Govemor of C... the Ma­
yor, the Pioneers all came, and 
they all competed with one 
ancther in speech-making. But 
the best o f all was when the 
little children began to recite 
poetry, Garda Lorca's gypsy 
bailad and other things in the 
same style. They redted and 
sang Asturian and Andalusian 
songs and they were all impro- 
ved by the children voices, and 
when at the end they were gi' 
ven a Punch and Judy sho’V, 
everyone laughed: and ít was 
Impossible to tell who laughod 
loudeat—the children or the vo* | 
lunteers for liberty.

M A U IA  I>. 1)K E C R O V A

Ff.
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'viíh n 
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N
L E T T E RS

from
H O M E

From the Editor ofthe 
New Mosses

Dear E...,

...The New Masses is alrea- 
dy sending several hundred co­
pies regularly to the Interna­
tional Brigade. However, I am 
suggestiiig to the circulation 
department that an addltlonal 
batch bo rent to you for distri- 
bution to the MacKenzle-Pa- 
pineau boya.

Spain continúes to be the big 
issue here. We feel the impact 
oí the struggie in various walks 
trf life. In Hollywood funds are 
raised by Progressive actors 
and writers for one or another 
oí the Spanish committees. On 
the San Francisco waterfront 
you can see slogans in the tra- 
de-union halla calling for sup- 
Port of Spanish democracy. 
Naturally every word about 
Spain ia read with the greatest 
oí interest, and I am looking 
forward to the article you pro- 
toised US by a member of the 
Loyalist army...

• I want to write you a much 
Icnger letter than this, but this 
18 my first day back in the of­
fice after a three-weeks’ tour

^hd I am only now catching up
With my Work, so this brief sa-
'tttaticn will have to do for the 
®t°nienL However, there's one 
thlt^ I want to add:

I inade a visit to San Quen- 
t>n and talked with Tom Moo- 
*>cy for about three-quarters o f 
an hour. He reads everything 

can about Spain and his 
is with you fellows. What 

 ̂ Stand guy! After 21 years 
® is still fuii o f  courage and 
8̂ ht, coafident of the justlce 

owi» cause and o f the

O u r  F elluw  ín  Cbuia .

future of the working class, It 
was an insplration to see him.

Write me again soon and if 
you get the chance, make it a 
long, detailed letter all about 
your outfit and yourself.—Sa­
ludos!- - JOSEPH FREEMAN, 
New York, Juiy 15, 1937.

Dear A ...,

...O f course the struggie in 
Spain is very cióse to all o f ua 
here and it is easy to conclude 
that more and more people are 
becon-i!ftg interested as they 
realize the significance o f the 
tattle between democracy and 
reaction. A t the moment de­
mocracy seema to be in the 
saddle here. The LaFollette Ci­
vil Liberties Committee is tur- 
ning up some spectacular (and 
to the innocents, unsuspected) 
facts. The Wagner Act is, for 
the time, functioning in favor 
o f the workers. Politicians, em- 
boldened by the successes of 
their own darlng confreres, be- 
gln to taik more and more like 
militant friends of labor. The 
list o f strikes called and stri- 
kes won is too long for the 
newspapers to print entire... 
Truly, people of like interests 
are being drawn together as 
they sense the struggie that is 
taking place and its imminent 
threat to themselves.

For instance; near us is a 
summer camp leased by the So­
ciedad Naturista Hispaña. whu- 
se acqraintance I made last 
ycar, a proletarian group siac- 
lar to the Germán Natur 
B'reundi. Although there are 
many anti-fascist comrades 
among them, they were not 
able last season to sponsor any 
anti-fascist activity because of 
dlfferences among their mem- 
tership. Lart year, too, we 
found them only vaguely con- 
scious of events in Spain and 
their sigrüificance, as they read 
almost no English papera and 
their Spanish ones were C o ­

rning rarely and very late, But 
the course of the war has awa- 
kened thsm. They have pro- 
gressed a long way toward 
unity in the last ten months. 
Now they are able openly to 
espouse the cause of Loyalist 
Spain and to work in its sup- 
purt. On Sunday the camp will 
be filled with banners reading 
‘No Pasaran" and with the 

emblema of the various prole­
tarian organlsations of Spain. 
There will be a big fiesta and 
hundreds crf guesta will come 
to hear the latest accounts of 
the heroism of Spain’s defen­
derá and to contribute what 
they can to their support. Tilla... 
is a plcture in miniature of 
what is happening all over the 
country on a much grander 
scale...— A. S-, Staten Island, 
N. Y,, July 22, 1937.

■0.000 .SILK Vt OItKEUS 
THRE.ATEX TO STKIKE

The possibility of a national 
silk workers strike in the 
U. S. increased when it was 
decided to present an agrc- 
ement to the silk manufac- 
turers. Unless the agreement 
is signed, the Textile Wor­
kers Organization Committee, 
affiliated with C. I. O., will 
cali the strike.

The Union demanda are: A 
weekly increase of 10 to 20 per 
cent, a mínimum weekly wage 
of 18 dollars for weavers, a 
weekly mínimum of 15 dollar.s 
for auxilary help, and the 40 
hour week.

All silk milis in New Eng- 
land, Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey will be affected. Expec- 
tatios are for a short strike, 
because several manufacturers 
have already agreed to sign 
new contraéis.

160.000 BIUTISH SHII*
B l ILDING iiO B K E RS .ASK 

HOLID.4YS WITH 1*AY

Clalms for holidays with 
pay for 160.000 workers em- 
ployed in the shipbuilding in- 
dustry are now before the Ehn- 
ployer’s Federation. It is ex- 
pected that a meetlng with 
the unions concemed will be 
arranged at an early date.

Another matter debated by 
the workers is that of secur-

ing unión rights for young ap- 
prentices. The i mportance 
o f securing this has been glar- 
ingly demonstated by disclosu- 
re of wage rates and working 
condltions made during the 
recent big strikes on the Cly- 
de and at other ports.

The mllitancy o f the young 
apprentices carne as an unwel- 
come surprise to the emplo- 
yers, who were forced to a 
s e t t l e m e i i t  of the strike. 
With this as a precedent, and 
backed by the militaney o f the 
apprentices, the unions are in 
a strong position to fight the

Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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WHEN THE WORKERS TAKE A HAND
"Aldus-Artea Gráficas, direc- 

ted by a Workers' Councii"— I 
noticed thls heading oa the 
nütepaper of the printers whom 
I had approached with reg-ard 
to a pamphiet for the Flemish 
Volunteers.

It v/ea this heading whích 
gave me the idea of finding 
out exaetly what a Consejo 
Obrero -  a Workers' Coun- 
cil - meant in Madrid.

I had already seen how the 
workers matiage their own 
faetones, etc., in the Soviet 
Union. But those Russian 
workers already had years of 
experience behind them. The 
Spanish workers have only had 
a few months in circumstances 
whlch have been exceptlonally 
difficuit, eapecially in Madrid.

The letter whích the printers 
had sent me gave a olear and 
detailed statement of the pri- 
ces and the time necesaary for 
the Work, and I at once got 
the Irapresslon that the under- 
taking was under good mana- 
gement.

WITH THE PRESIDENT

In the office, where only one 
man was employed, I  met the 
President of the Consejo Obre­
ro, a worker about 40 years 
oíd- He told me that he had 
been a member of the Spanish 
Socialist Party for 17 years. 
Hjs job ts to combine a tech- 
nical knowledge of printing 
with a thorough understand- 
ing o f the aentiments and needs 
of the worklng-class, and he 
knows it well, for he has had 
long years of trade unión and 
political actlvity.

In anawer to my questons, 
be told me that the Aldus 
printii^ Works Is one o f the 
best equipped in Madrid. It 
has a linotype machine toget- 
her with 3 large printing pres- 
ses, and an automatic machi­
ne for printing in an unusual 
American color type. The 
business had previously belon- 
ged to Gemiaas, but they had 
cleared out as soon as they 
Mw that the Fascist coup on 
July I8th had been completo- 
ly throttled in Madrid.

Unfortunately for themsel- 
ves. the Germán owners had 
formed an anonymous Spanish 
company, with the result that

after their departure the prin­
ting establlshment passed Into 
the control of the Trade Union, 
and with the help of the Union 
the printers formed their own 
Workers’ Councii whioh has 
fccen ma-iaging ‘•'̂ 13 concirn 
cuccessfully for months, ,

/•íj'
SHORTAGE OF P.APER

WAUL NEWSPAPER

There is always work fbr 
them and there would be more 
if  it were not for the great 
shortage of paper due to the

ne waii newspaper is the­
re - not very well looked af­
ter — but there all the same. 
There are portraits o f Azaña 
and Caballero, and only one 
slogan but that full o f  mean- 
ing: "Now we work joyfully 
for we are helping to bulld a 
new civilisation” . And this 
is true, for it is with real en- 
thusiasm that the Aldus wor­
kers print the Anti-Fascist 
publications of the Campesino

T l l f  T iz l i l -r o p c  ni tiBl.

war. The number o f emplo- 
yees has increased from 16 to 
25 and among them there are 
two girls and four young work­
ers o f ahout 18.

The oíd Works have become 
too small and the Workers’ 
Councii is lookíng forward to 
a change of premises soon, 
which will make it possible to 
increase the size of the con­
cern. The financial assistan- 
ce which will be necessary for 
this will come not from the 
baiiks, which in that way would 
be able to get control of the 
Works, but from the Printers’ 
Union which helps and Controls 
every printing establlshment 
managed by a Workers’ Coun­
cii.

Let US take a look at the 
printing works. Automati- 
cally I  glance at the walls, 
which in the S w iet Union are 
a proof in th«nselves o f the 
change of system, with their 
hanners, siogans and wall 
newspapers. I woadar whether 
I shan see the same in Ma­
drid.

Brigade. And they were 
proud to begin the printing of 
their first pamphiet for the 
International Brigades: "Fle­
mish Volunteers in the Fight 
for Liberty’’ ,

It was just after the fall of 
Bilbao, when the Fascist pla­
nes were once again trying to 
bomb Madrid. It was inspir- 
ing to see these workers car- 
rylng on at their job while the 
explosions sometimes shook 
the whole building, and the 
roar o f the Fascist planes over- 
head together with the burst- 
ing o f our anti-aircraft shells, 
made the strangest o f con- 
certs.

UNITY OF WORK

The printers differ among 
themselves on politlca. Among 
them there are S o c i a l i s t a ,  
Communísts an<í Anarchiats, 
but they never become Invol­
ved In futile quibbling argu­
menta, (or their workshop and 
their cooamon welfare are now

D IA N A  (U . C . T .)  l>arra, 6. -  M ADRID

a permanent bond o f unity | 
among them,

I shall never forget what | 
the t3q>ographer told me while i 
he was setting up a page: 

“ Every time I  pick up this I 
type (it was o f Germán ori- 
gln), I remember my Germán 
boss who was one o f that 
gang which combáned slave- 
driving with spying and star- 
ted the Civil War. But today 
we are using that same Ger­
mán type to help to vrin the 
final victory and to drive out 
the slave drivers fo r  ever.’’

Like printers elsewhere, the 
Madrid printers are poUtically 
and intelleetually advanced and 
they are in the forefront o f the 
Progressive movement.

They have their own Batta- 
lion o f "Gráficos” at the front 
which t. gether with their Wor­
kers’ Ccuncila in the rear, is 
helping to defend the Repu- 
blie.

A . H

18.000 Mexican oil workers 
won several deanajids follcw- 
ing a 12-days atrike.

Their gains inelude a wag« 
increase o f 32 per cent, ins- 
tead o f a 15 per cent offer by 
the employers, and the 40 
hour week. The total wage 
inerease will a u m o u n t  to
7.200.000 yearly.

The oil companies are fil- 
ing "objections” ,

LONDON.—A  lightaing stri- 
ke o f the haulage lads took 
place at Denaby Main (Dollieryi 
Yorkshire, where 12.000 meü 
are employed.

Grimthorpe Colllery, near 
Bamsley, employing 2.500 men 
and boys, continué on atriks 
arising out o f a dispute over 
a recentJy revised price list af' 
f e c t i n g  the Parkgate and 
Beamshaw seams. J

The miners employed at | 
Prlckley are watching events i 
at Grimthorpe with greatest 
interest as negotiations for * 
price llst in the Barnsley sean» 
at the pit are in progress.

D

MEXICAN OIL WORKERS 
W IN I
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