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The following: article Is part of 
a short-wave broadcast made to 
the United States and Canada, 
over Station E A  R, on Tuesday, 
September, 7tii,

One o f the big: questions in the 
minds o f Americans, these days, 
is; “What is happening behind 

[Franco's lines? What is happen­
ing in the territory now held by 
the Fascists?" It is Important to 
understand what occurs in the 
faacist rear, not only to possess 
an accurate picture o f fascist 
strength or weakness, but also to 
know the maximum fighting po­
wer o f Republican Spain today. 
Here, in Spain, o f course, we can 
observe almost at firat-hand what 
occurs in fascist-held territory. 
We know how the arrogance of 
Mussolini's officers and the domi- 
neerii^ traits of Hitler's officers 
and men clash even with the Span­
ish fascists. On many occasions 
We have heard the noise o f heavy 
fighting behind enemy lines. 
There have been frequent revolts 
in fasclsts-held territory, espe- 
daily since the powerful July of­
fensive o f our People's Army on 
the Madrid front And now, with 
the victorious advance of the Lo­
yalist soldiers in Aragon, we can 
expect further, and bigger rifts, 
further rebellions vrithin rebell- 

' ions, in tbe fascist areas. There 
are, in addition to all o f this, our 
Partisan units carrying on const­
ant and effective guerilla warfa- 
te behind enemy lines; but their 
activities, for obvious reasons, 
Cannot be spoken o f at present.

I f  you were here in Spain to- 
■My, you could check up on these 
things for yourself. A  day’s ride 
from Madrid would take you to 
Shy o f a number o f fronts. There

Young Spaniard, Captured Near Irun, 
Escapes from Fascist Lines at 
Brúñete, and Answers This 

Question
you would be able to hear the 
commotion o f battle, the flash 
and sound ctf rifle-, machdne-gmn-, 
and artillery-fire; directed not 
only against government lines but 
against some objective deep within 
fascist territory. But the fascists’ 
fighting among themselves is on­
ly one part of the whole story. 
Most oS the firing takes place 
when the people themselves rise 
in fascist territory— the people 
who have been bled by fascism 
to a greater degree than even the 
corrupt monarchy bled them; the 
people who have been victimised 
and terrorized to an even greater

degree than were the peasants of 
16th century Spain, under the 
life-and-death power wielded by 
Philip n  and his Inquisition. The­
se people have been drained of 
their man-power ^nd o f their 
meagre possessiina; boys o f 15, 
16, and 17 are' forced to fight 
for the fascists. And old men and 
cripples are forced to dig their 
trenches, build their fortifications.

TWO YOITNT. SOLDIERS

Just a few  days ago I  sat at 
a long table in a  Madrid mansion 
now occupied by the Alliance of

Bnnffinfs in  the c a p t u m l  ph a lu og iíU .

Anti-Fascist Intellectuals, listen­
ing to the story of two young 
Spaniards who had recently esca­
ped from  the fascist lines. One, 
the older and more articulate of 
the two, is an Estramaduran, the 
other is a Basque, Both joined the 
government forces at the very 
beginning o f the rebellion—July 
18th, 1936. Both were attached to 
the Army o f the North. Both 
fought through the heart-break­
ing campaigns during which Ital­
ian arms and men, and German 
planes, brutally destroyed Guer­
nica and Durango, and captured 
Bilboa. I  cannot give you their 
names; their families still live—  
if they are alive at all— in fascist 
territory. And it  is needless, I 
think, to remind you that when­
ever the fascists receive a set­
back, whether military or ver­
bal— they carry out their repri­
sals, like the corrupt gentlemen 
they are, on “women and children 
first” .

I'll call the older o f the two 
young Spaniards Frank—which is 
a fair approximation o f one of 
his names.

WOUNDED IN NORTH

From the very start, Frank 
fought at Irun, until it was lost, 
sustaining a wound which should 
have kept him out o f action for 
four months. But In half that ti­
me, on his own insistence, he was 
back at the front, as commissar 
fo r  supplies of his battalion. Tir­
ing o f this comparatively "safe” 
job, he returned to the infantry, 
where he was made aargeant of 
a machine-gun company. A s a 
machine gunner he fought in Bis­
cay, at Udalla and Ochlandlano, 
and in other towns against the 
fascist advance, until the 28rd of

(C u n tia u rd  on jnigo 4)
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OUR SECO ND VICTO RIO US OFFENSIV
A iter our offensive on the Gua- 

<iaiTaiua, follows our offensive on 
the Ebro before Saragossa.

A itw  the brUliant actions which 
enabled us to capture Brúñete and 
take by storm Villanueva de la 
CaCada, Quijoma and Villanueva 
del Pardillo, we have now carried 
out new and more brilliant actions 
an the Aragon front, which have 
brought our troops within a few 
Idlomatree o f Saragossa, and have

U K

allowed us to infiltrate a distance 
varying from  10 to 16 kilometres 
into the enemy lines and take by 
storm and hold positions which 
were deemed Impregnable, such as 
Quinto, Codo and Mediana; and to 
la^ siege to Belchlte and to force 
It to surrender after fierce street 
fighting.

Not a month had gone by since 
our first offensive and already 
our Army was able to launch a 
second on a still larger scale with 
more developed and effective 
means, with troops trained and 
steeled In action, filled with en­
thusiasm at the viotorles we had 
already won.

ENESn’ SITPRISED

Our leaders and troops have 
carefully profited by the lessons 
of Guadarrama in this new offen­
sive.

We were able to take the ene­
my by surprise, to  disorganise 
and overthrow hte system of de­
fence In a few hours and to ob­
tain results o f vaat political and 
military importance. W e were able 
to do this because o f the daring 
with which the plan o f operations 
was drawn, up, the perfect man­
ner in- which it was carried out 
in action, and because o f the he­
roism and worth of our soldiers.

All the Brigades which took 
part In this action have vied with 
one another in heroism and worth.

The Brigades which had won 
their greatest glory on the Ma­
drid front have fought side by 
Bide with those brave Brigades 
which for montba and months 
have bean defending the camie of

freedom and Spanish independen­
ce on the Aragon front.

PERTBOT 1:NITV

This Aragon offensive is a 
proof OÍ the perfect unity of pur­
pose which exists in all the sec­
tors of battle, among men of all 
political tendencies; the will to 
unite all the forces of the people 
in one block to crush Spanish 
and international Fascism as soon 
as possible.

It also provides a proof of the 
wisdom and energy o f the policy 
o f our People’s Front Govern­
ment, which has been able to pre­
pare and launch this great and 
victorious offensive in such a 
short space o f time, and in the 
political sphere has been able to 
bring about the conditions ctf or­
ganisation aitó military command

which have made this offensive 
possible.

Without the perfect subordinat­
ion of all the military units to 
one central command, without 
utilising all our forces in a g « ie - 
ral plan which takes into acccmnt 
all the needs and possibilities of 
all the battle fronts, it would ha­
ve been impossible to carry out 
the movements o f troops and the 
concentratio(n o f forces which we­
re necessary for the success of 
these oKensivea.

This provides further confir­
mation o f the advantages and ne­
cessity of the unity o f all the for­
cea o f the people against Fascism, 
the need for a disciplined regrular 
Army which organises and actlvi- 
ses all our forces, and for a cen­
tral command which makes the 
best use o f them and sends them 
into attack on the basis o f the 
experience already gained and in 
accordance with the rules of the 
art of war.

The decision to lam ch our se­
cond offensive on the Aragon 
front was not made lightly.

W e had to attack immediately

and resolutely on other battle 
fronts because o f the need to help 
our comrades in the North. We 
bad to go to the aid o f the anti­
fascist people’s forces who had ri­
sen in violent demostratlons in 
Saragossa and the surrounding 
district against Franco’s rule. 
These factors led to the banks 
o f the Ebro being chosen as the 
scene for our attacks. The vital 
significance oí Saragossa and the 
whole o f Aragon mákes our offen­
sive an event o f first rate in^ior- 
tanoe fo r  the whole development 
of the Spanish war.

After the heroic defence o f Ma­
drid for which all the regions of 
Spain and all the political ten­
dencies have given their beat for­
ces, it has beai possible to make 
a concentration on the banks of 
the Ebro fo r  this offensive and 
to prove to the whole world that 
the People's Spain, Republican 
Spain, Is united as one man and 
feels with one heart and one mind 
the cause of the war.

TTHE I. B.'S ROLE

For the Volunteers of the In- 
tematlonai Brigades, representing 
the world People’s  Front, who ha­
ve come to Spain with one desire 
alone; to help to defend her li­
berty and independence, it has 
been a great honor to be able to 
take part in this Aragon offen­
sive, where, as ever, our Interaat- 
ionai Brigades have written Im­
mortal pages o f heroism and dar­
ing, such as they had already 
written on the Madrid front, the

f y

southern front, and the fronts of 
Teruel and Pozoblanco.

In the assault o f Quinto, in the 
brave resistance to the enemy 
counter-attacks at Mediana, in the 
conquest of Belchite, our Briga­
des, together with the Spanish 
Brigades, have covered themselves 
with glory.

What shall we say o f the two 
brave Polish Battalions whltsh pe­
netrated into the enemy lines alo­
ne and surprised and destroyed

blps 
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important fascist forces 
were going to strengthen ti f 
weakening lines,— those two 
talions which advanced until aJioWed 
came within a few  kilometr 
Saragossa!
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A ll the mUItary leaders la 
nothing but congratulations * 1
highest praise for the courage ® 
our volunteers. They attacl 
positions which were conside 
impregnable in perfect wder, 
if they were "on raanoevres”; 
was told by General Walter, l i  S 
tenant Colonel Copie and •
mander Richard who had »  iners c 
them in action and had Bad ' name 
honor o f commanding them.  ̂ tl

AU our Brigadee and every < 
o f our volunteers can be pB “  íbous 
of the glory won by the Inter® ® shoul 
ionai Brigades on the Aral ^  
front. It should make all in ‘̂-Aacist 
Brigades, all our volunteers, di *  o f F 
the lessons from  our last bat pro 
so as to do even better, win® ' l̂ave 
new victories in the decisive t Courage 
ties Which are before us.

Our V victories on the A ra lj^ tl-fa i 
front provide further confirff Nation 
ion and proof of the lessons 
the Guadarrama victory.

We have all we need for vlcW . 
and w© shall win the war. ^  ^ ''®lon b 

wor 
''elona f

LUIGI GALLO
Inspector-General of 
InteraationaJ Brigs'* 4  They 

-  'aia of

In the Rebel Zon<
’Ihey say in Gibraltar that 

number of Spaniards who 
frean the rebel zone to this En| 
area are increasing from day 
day so that they constitute a b« 
ing problem. More than 500 
arrived in the last week in 
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B R I T O N S S P A I N
b  these days, when our Spanish 

wU oirades are paying homage to 
International Brigade, and 

-V, —  its amazing history is being
>d until a felded anew, its struggles, the 
Jlometres t o ip s  it has endured, its vic­

ies; it is time also that we vo- 
3aey, full Keera who make up this Bri­

de should remember the servi- 
aad the valor of some o f the 

Brades who are still fighting at 
Í side, and of the comrades who 
>d in giving it its memorable 
mitlon.
Some of us are apt to forget, 

«istance 5 some — especially among the 
id capac rer recruits —  are unaware of 

I difficult days that now fore- 
' lie behind us. Today, with our 
Went units, our modem arms, 
r trained officers, our unified 

eadcrs M is not easy to re-
j  mber those other days, the 

of confusion, of sabotage, of 
■ery; the days when our 

•lanes did not flU the sky, nor 
fill all of our anna; the 

when we were only begln- 
to forge our army, and 
the men who lead it, 

lers can tell o f the number- 
nameless French comrades 

^ la the first months of the 
d every 1 poured over the border in 
1 be pP ^  thousands and died that F’aa- 
le Intel® ^«liould not pass; o f  the bra- 
he Arai bitter German and Italian 
: all in * *'tssclsts who faced again the 

of Fascism and, d3dng, ata- 
s progress. I wish to tell o f 

tirave British comrades who- 
:rage and selfless sacrifice 

been second to none among 
^ti-fasclsts who compose the 
iniational Brigades.
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[SPORTSMEN E N U S T ia )

July 1836, when the fascist 
ifl broke out a  group o f 
worker sportsmen were in 

‘lona for the Workers’ Olym- 
They immediately rallied to 

®id of their Spandsh brothers 
fought with them In the 

of Barcelona and in other 
of Catalonia, A  second 
cycling In France at the 
the outbreak, imonedlately 
the border and put their 
at the disposal o f the Go- 

*nt. Among the first group 
Felicia Brown, a 1,-ondon ar- 
Perhapa the first woman from 

country to die for the 
Of Spain, 

two months time the group 
’ “binteers had grown and the 

Maxin Centuria" was for­

med. This unit carried out some 
of the most audacious coups in 
the early days, among such, an 
expedition to the Balearles, whe­
re they ibught doggedly against 
the fascist invaders. Later, lin­
king themselves up «nth the Ger­
man comrades, they went Into ac­
tion on the Teruel and Madrid 
fronts, where they won the admi­
ration o f their fellow anti-fascists, 
■niese actions saw the death of 
some of our beat comrades, typi­
cal of such being John Comford, 
a brilliant student whose death 
was one o f the severest losses to 
the British student movement In 
recent years.

VOLUNTEERS POURED IN
A t the samiE time as these com­

rades were fighting with the 
"Thaelmann Batalion" other Bri­
tish volunteers were pouaing into 
Spain. In December a British 
company of about 150 men, In­
sufficiently armed, badly equipped, 
hurriedly trained, left Albacete 
for the Cordova front, where the 
fascist had been advancing, On a 
moving front without entrench­
ments, their thin garments provid­
ing little protection against the 
winter cold, robbed even o f food 
by sabotage, they fought for night 
and day to repel the enemy ad­
vances. Three times they gained 
their objective, thrice were they 
thrust back by the machine gun 
fire of the enemy aviation. In 
those days the red “moscas”  had 
not yet come to terrorise the fas­
cist planes from  the skies.

From Cordova they went to 
Guadalajara and to Casa del Cam­
po. tVherever the fascists made 
their greatest efforts the British 
comrades were to be found oppos­
ing therci. After a two month 
campaign they returned to the

base to re-organise and to join 
the British Battalion which was 
being formed. But not all o f them 
returned, Ralph Fox, beloved pro­
letarian writer of the British peo­
ple was one of those who did not 
come back.

BATT.4LION POR3IED

The British “ Saklatvala" Bat­
talion was formed early in 1837. 
On Peb. llth , the fascists suc­
ceeded in crossing the Jarama ri­
ver and, supported by tanks and 
artillery, were advancing towards 
the Madrid-Valencla road. 'Hie 
Battalion was one among others 
which was rushed up to stem the 
advance. It was a moving front, 
a front without cover. It was the 
scene of the most desperate bat­
tle o f the war —  the scene o f our 
British comrades' greatest effort.

For eleven days and nights the 
British comrades fought the fas­
cists for the soil o f  Spain —  foot 
by foot. Hundreds of our eexmra- 
des were killed, hundreds more 
wounded, Death and injury denu­
ded the battalion of the majority 
of its officers —  still it fought 
on. By the 21st, it was evident 
that the fascists had exhausted 
their efforts and that they had 
failed in their objective.

Despite the heavy losses on both 
sides and the extremely exhaust­
ive nature o f the fighting, the Go­
vernment forces were quickly re­
organised and took the Initiati­
ve in attack. In these attacks the 
British comrades continued their 
heroic efforts. When, at long last, 
calm came to the Jarama sector, 
this heroic battalion made up its 
balance sheet himdreda of dead, 
hundreds o f wounded: Madrid had 
been saved, THEY HAD NOT 
PASSED.

■ s-'-~ , .  -
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Then followed the long enervat­
ing months of comparitive stala- 
male, months o f extreme difficul­
ty during which it was found to 
be impossible to rest the battal­
ions owing to the peculiar milita­
ry and political situation in the 
country at the time. These were 
the days when the activities of 
fascist agents were making criti­
cal situations in the rear, the days 
which saw the culmination o f such 
work in the betrayal o f Malaga 
and the uprising in Barcelona. 
These events were responsible for 
denying our comrades the rest 
they so badly needed.

A t last, however, the situation 
improved and the British Battal­
ion was rested. The rest was 
short-lived for the call went forth 
again, —  this time the OFFEN­
SIVE. Again they took up their 
arms, again they marched to 
battle,

Who can say that these men 
were not brave, these men who 
stonrjsd Villanueva de la Caña­
da? A t last on the offensive 
against the hated fascists, despite 
their fatigue, despite their war- 
weariness, they fought like he­
roes. And what can we say of 
these deaj" comrades who paid with 
their lives for this advance? Com­
pany Commandera Meredith and 
Goodfellow, Political Commlasars 
orow n and Elliot, no braver men 
fought, no comrades have died 
more sorrowed.

And so to Quinta, where again 
our victories are not without a 
tinge of sorrow. Peter Daly, our 
beloved Irish Company Comman­
der, has died the only death that 
he could die,

Cordova, Guadalajara, Casa d^  
Campo, Jarama, Brúñete, Teruel, 
Quinta — these are the milesto­
nes in the long history the 
British comrades in Spain. It  ie a 
long history but not a finished one, 
because we have still many of 
these men with us, and many 
more have come to join them in 
this stru ^ le  and to continue the 
proud traditions of this heroic bat­
talion.

■When the day ctanes on which 
we shall proclaim the victory of 
the Spanish people, we shall not 
forget to pay homage to the com­
rades who have made this victo­
ry possible. And not least among 
them aball be our comrades of the 
British battalion.

A .  D O N A X D S O N
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WHAT IS HAPPENING BEHIND FRANCO’S LINES?
[CoD tinu^d fr o m  ]•)

April, when his brigade was for­
ced to evacuate its position to es­
cape the deadly, vise-like enemy 
offensive- The brigade took up 
new positions in the mountains, 
but if  their old position had been 
the frying-pan, the new one was 
the fire. .AJl day long, Frank told 
me, 33 tri-motored fascist planes 
bombed them, dropping 1100 
bombs. Forty enemy batteries 
kept up a constant, rapid-artllle- 
ry-fire against them. A fter one 
day o f this, the roll call told the 
story; 160 dead, and more than 
twice that number wounded. 
Frank, for the second time, was 
among the wounded.

RESCUE ATTEMPT

IN FASCIST HANDS

“ The Germans soon departed, 
leaving me in the hands of the 
Italians, who promised that I 
would escape punishment If I

G irls W o r k  in  a ii A m m u n ition  F a ctory .

Again, after a short stay In the 
hospitals o f Bilbao and Santan­
der, he was back at the front. 
But a new fear gripped him this 
time. He found out that his young 
wife and two small children were 
less than five miles from the fasc­
ist lines. "There’s still time to get 
them out” , he thought and he re­
ceived permission to go after 
them.

He set out to save his small 
family on Jime 25th o f  this year. 
The way was easy—it was his 
own, small house— he had been 
over the dusty roads and mea­
dows and vineyards a hundred ti­
mes before. But when he reached 
the house his wife and children 
were gone. In their place he found 
eight men, eating his own bread, 
getting drunk on his own wine. 
They were not Spaniards —  he 
could tell that at a glance. He 
could have run off, hidden him­
self in a ditch until nightfall, 
when he would have been able to 
return safely to bis companions; 
but the shock and the bitterness 
In him were too great. ‘T couldn’t 
move” , he told me. "I  could only 
stand there and think—where are 
they, where are they?” It was 
here that he was taken prisoner 
by the fascists, five o t  whom, as 
he soon discovered, were Italians, 
the other three Germans.

From this point on. I’ll give you 
Frank’s own words, translated as 
literally as possible:

would join them. I had heard 
about their punishment, many ti­
mes before. Seeing I  was lost, I 
said “ Yes, I’ll join you” .

“Then the Italians, with a great 
deal o f soft-soap, told me not to 
worry, and said they would take 
me to headquarters to make a 
statement, and from  there they 
would send m e home. From the 
place called Gallarlo, where I  was 
captured, I  was taken to San, Sal­
vador del Valle, where the head­
quarters were; and before we got 
there we went through Ortuella. 
A t Ortuella there was a division 
of German and Moorish troops; 
and two o f  these soldiers, one a 
German and the other a Moor, 
came towards me when they saw 
me, threatening that they would 
cut m y head off. But they chan­
ged their minds when the Italians 
who were guarding me told them 
that I  was not a Red but a na­
tional.

30 IN ONE CELL

POSSESSIONS T.IKEN

“ A t the headquarters, after 
taking from me all the useful 
personal belongings 1 had, such 
as a watch, 250 pesetas and a few 
other things, they put me in a 
dark cell where there were twelve 
others, some of them old men. 
They kept us in the cell till eight 
o’clock in the evening, when they 
made us get into a truck and 
took us along to show us to the 
people o f all the towns and villa­
ges on the right side o f the Bil­
bao River, telling the people that 
this was what would happen to 
them i f  they didn’t behave... At 
Burcena they made us get down

permitted out even once. ’The food 
was a ladle o f soup every 24 
hours, and a small piece of bread.

"On our second day at the Vi­
toria prison there arrived a  poli­
tical prisoner who had been 
brought from  Guernica. His face 
told us, even before he spoke, that 
he had been cruelly tortured. It 
was he who told us that the 
tortures inflicted on political pri' 
soners where he had come from 
were so terrible that it meant 
slow, lingering death for all but 
the strongest.

TAKEN TO BURGOS

from  the vehicle, taking us on 
foot to Bilbao, which was five ki­
lometres away.

“In Bilbao, they put us In the 
Arriaga Theatre, and about 100 
of us were kept there for four 
days. Every 24 hours they gave 
us a can o f beans fo r  four men, 
and a small piece of bread (150 
grammes) for each o f us. We 
slept on the floor, without blan­
kets to cover us nor a sleeping 
mat to rest on. During this time 
I  was able to speak with an ano­
nymous comrade, who told me 
that on June 23rd, 28 workers had 
been taken out o f this prison- 
theatre at midnight, led to the 
Derio Cemetery, and there, toge­
ther with thirty other prisoners 
from  Guernica, all o f  them were 
shot.

"A fter we had been four days 
in this hole—on June 29th, at two 
in the afternoon, when it was 
rainli^ In torrents, they made us 
march in formation through all 
the streets o f Bilbao when the 
rain was heaviest. Naturally we 
got soaked, as we had nothing on 
to protect us. After they got tired 
of making us walk through all the 
streets, they put us into a num­
ber or busses and took us to Vi­
toria. There, soaked as we were, 
they put us in another prison, 

■ twenty men to a cell. We remai­
ned here for six days, imable to 
sleep or even to sit down because 
the cell was too small even for 
half our number. In it we had to 
attend to all our necessities- 
all our necessities—we were not

”On July 5th, after taking stat­
ements from  us in an Insulting 
and swinish way, they took us by 
train to the Burgos concentration 
camp. In Burgos, in order to im­
press the conscience of the world 
when foreign journalists came 
they gave us very good food, 
mostly thanks to a good captain 
who» was in charge of us. But af­
ter the journalists had been sa- 
tisfled, and when It was supposed 
that they would not come thew 
any more, they moved the cap 
tain to another place; and thing* 
changed, changed very sadly for 
us.

"While we were here in Bur­
gos, old men and sick men wltli 
high fevers were forced to wort 
together with us. Early in thfi 
morning we had to go down int» 
the prison yard to hoist the Mo­
narchist flag, give the fascist sa­
lute, and successive cheers for tb* 
Generalissimo, for fascist SpaUi 
for the fascist army; and then we 
had to shout, as loud as we coul̂ í 
“Glory to General Mola!” On* 
comrade, for not submitting tt 
these whims and not saying th* 
appropriate things, was shot 
These performances of cheers an̂  
salutes we were forced to S* 
through three times a day; in tb* 
morning, at midday, and in tN 
afternoon.

FASCIST HINTERLAND

"A fter we been in thLs conceff 
tration camp a little more tb«* 
a moiith, with old men and si**’ 
men working at heavy labor 
building a road, we were take” 
to Burgos station and placed 
a freight train at 9 o ’clock 
night and taken to the Madrf* 
front. During the journey throul* 
Burgos, Valladolid, Salaman** aloi
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Caceres and Toledo, in towns and 
in villagea and In the country, we 
did not see a single man between 
20 and 50 years old—we saw only 
women, many of whom were in 
mourning. There were also half- 
starved little children, who came 
up to the train to try to get so­
mething to ea t

” We asked these children whe­
re the mta  were, and they told us 
that the ones who had not been 
shot were at the front. A t the 
Eejar station, in Salamanca, we 
asked a boy if  there were no men 
In the place. He replied that the 
fascists had shot netrly all o f 
them, adding: “They shot my own 
father” . We asked him how many 
brothers and sisters he had, and 
he told ua: “F ive"; and that the 
oldest sister, who was two years 
older than he was, was fourteen 
years old. WhUe the boy was 
telling us these things, a saxgeant 
in our escort heard liim, and went 
up to him and kicked him seve­
ral times and beat him viciously 
with a stick.

ONI-Y WOMEN AT WORK
■ ■

’’Not only did we not see men 
in towns and villages, but we did 
not see them in the fields either. 
The land work, such as the har­
vesting o f  wheat, is being done 
fay women.

"A fter we had witnessed all 
these calamities on our Journey, 
we arrived on July 27th on the 
Madrid front, where they set ua 
to digging trenches near Bnmete, 
working like this from  4 till 11 in 
the morning, from  5 in t ie  after­
noon till 9 o'clock at night, and 
from  10 o ’clock at night to 3 or 
half past three in the morning. 
Then they would take us o ff to 
breakfast and bring us back to 
work again at 4 or half-past foiu-. 
All we had for food each day 
were two small tins o f sardines. 
We had to get our water from 
the river, although a sweet spring 
was only fifty yards away. But 
the water of that spring was only 
for officers.

LEGLESS MEN DRIVEN

”l f  any prisoner, worn out by 
overwork, let himself fall asleep, 
or did not fall in quickly enough 
for work at any time, he would 
be beaten in a barbarous way 
with cudgels wielded by the sar- 
geants. As a  shameful e;rample, 
men who had lost legs and arms 
—  war victims —  were dragged 
along with us to the edge o f the

3 .0 0 0 .0 0 0  JO IN  R A N K S  
OF C. I. O. IN 20 MONTHS

The Committee for Industrial Organization Vvas 20 months old in 
July this year. Since November 1935, when eight international unions 
came together to do the Job which the American Federation o f Labor 
failed to tackle, almost 2,000,000 workers have been organized for the 
first time, declares Edward Levinson in the current issue of Photo- 
History.

Together with the founding organizations, the C. I. O. totals today 
over 3,000,000 men and women. Counting the supporters of the C. I. O. 
who remain temporarily wlthtn the fold of the A. P. o f  L., the C. I. O. 
has, in less than two years, displaced the A. P. of L. as chief spokes­
man of American workers, Levinson says.

The growth o f unionism under the C. I. O. has been the meet 
widespread and spectacular in the history o f the nation, creating a 
new and powerful force which is affecting economic and social trends 
and which will exert even greater influence as the next decades unfold.

Mefni>ership of the C. I. O. as of Juiy 1 this year is:

United Mine Workers of America.......................  600,000
Amalgamated Association o f Iron, Steel and

Tin W orkers............................................................ 450,000
United Automobile W orkers.................................    350,000
International Ladles Garment Workers.............  252,000
United TextUe W orkers...........................................  350,000
Amalgamated Clothing Workers...........................  180,000
United Electrical and Radio Workers.................  100,000
Federation of Woodworkers..................................  80,000
International Typographical Unicai.....................  80,000
United Transport Workers.....................................  70,000
Oil, Field, Gas and Refinery Workers................  60,000
United Rubber Workers..........................................  55,000
National Jlaritlme Union.......................................  75,000
Pacific Maritime Federation..............................  . 40,000
Industrial Union o f Marine and Shipbuilding

Workers .................................................................. 30,000
United Shoe Workers...............................................  25,000
United Retail Employes...........................................  25,000
United Office and Professltmal Employes..........  25,000
International Fur Workers....................................  35,000
Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers.........................  19,000
Federation Flat Glass Workers............................  15,000
American Newspaper Guild...................................  15,000
Miscellaneous .............................................................  150,000

Total ................................................................ 3,083,000

All besides the International Typographical Union are formally 
affiliated with the C. I. O. The Typo’s  president Charles P. Howard 
is C. I. O. secretary but the union has not yet formally affiliated.

firing line. A  legless man would 
be given a pick, placed in a sitt­
ing position, and told “Get to 
work!" A  man with only one arm 
would have to make full use of 
it. Old men, priests, doctors and 
school teachers, were forced to 
work with us,

"A s the majority o f the prison­
ers were Basques, and many of 
these had Catholic s^tlm ents, we 
agreed one day when we were on 
the Quijoma front that a Friar 
from  Los Salixianos de Bilbao

should ask permission from  the 
prisoners’ commander to pray at 
meal times. When our Friar as­
ked for permission, the Comman­
der flew into a fury, hurled him­
self upon him, hit him in the face 
and said he would not allow such 
prayers, least o f all from  such a 
hypocrite.

FEW  SPANIARDS

’"The majority o f the forces we 
saw on these fronts were Moors

and foreigners, and three battal­
ions o f young Spaniards, o f the 
1938 and 1939 drafts. The Spanish 
soldiers are treated very badly, 
very poorly clothed, underfed, and 
full o f  misery. Some o f them told 
us that they had been at the front 
for three months, and they still 
hat not been given blankets. They 
all greatly desired the war to end. 
They are tired, without enthu­
siasm, without fire. And their 
most often asked question is: 
When, when will the war end?”

This is Frank’s whole story 
—except for one last thing: he 
and his companion got fed up 
with the drudgery o f trench-dig­
ging, and one night they decided, 
as many had before them and ma­
ny others since, to make a break 
for the Loyalist lines. How they 
succeeded In escaping is another 
story, one that will have to be 
>.old at another time.

FASCIST SPAIN TODAY

What concerns us most in this 
accoimt is the picture of fascist- 
held Spain today. The people, 
sucked dry and empty, wait hope­
fully for the government troops 
to conquer their towns, their fields 
and villages, so that they will be 
liberated from  the bestial rule of 
Franco and his German and Ita­
lian mastere. And sometimes, 
when it gets so unbearable that 
even death is preferable to con­
tinued life imder fascist rule, they 
rise up in a last, desperate effort, 
doomed to failure because they 
have no arms, because their young 
men and mature men are far 
away. It is the soimd o f  their 
struggles that we hear on the go­
vernment aide of the war-front. 
Each rising this kind saps the 
strength o f BYanco, already great­
ly diminished after a year of 
battle. Each flash in the enemy 
sky tells us, more clearly than 
words that the people are wait­
ing for us to advance, to conquer, 
to free ail o f Spain. And since 
July the offensive has passed into 
tne government’s hands. With this 
fact already a reality, with dis­
sension growing ever greater in 
Franco’s rear, the true govern­
ment o f Spain grows surer every 
day that victory is in mght. How 
close this victory is depends not 
only on the People’s  Army’ s grow­
ing strengbt, but also, to a great 
extent, on the actions o f the de­
mocracies o f Europe and Ame­
rica.
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THE NYON CONFERENCE
A STEP FORWARD

Id  spite of the efforts made by 
Germany and Italy to torpedo It 
up to the last moment, the Nyon 
Conference has been held, and has 
taken decisions which will be im- 
iciedfately put into action.

In two months, more than SO 
vessels had been victims of the 
new reign o f piracy In the Medi­
terranean. Faced with this situa­
tion and the firm attitude adop­
ted by the Soviet Union, it was 
not possible for Britain and Fran­
ce to continue to tum the blind 
eye. Italy would have liked to 
see this problem, like so many 
others, "dealt with" at London, of 
which the Fascist powers have so 
many pleasant memories, and 
where such consideration has al­
ways been shown to their sensi­
tive feelings.

NYON DECISIONS

The decisions o f the Conferen­
ce may be summarised as fol­
lows;

The Governments participating 
in it will order their warships to 
protect any merchant shipping 
not belonging to either of the con­
flicting parties in Spain. Any sub­
marine which attacks another 
vessel, thereby constituting a 
breach of International Law, will 
be counter-attacked and i f ' pos­
sible destroyed.

In the Western Mediterranean 
the protection o f shipping will be 
carried out by Britain and Fran­
ce. In the Eastern Mediterranean, 
tlie task will fall on the Govern­
ments concerned. On the high seas 
excluding the Adriatic, and Up to 
the entrance o f the Dardenelles, 
the British and French fleets will 
protect shipping. The other po­
wers participating in the agreem- 
Mit with a Mediterranean coast­
line undertake to give these fleets 
the support required.

SUBMAJtINE RULES

The powers participating in the 
Conference will send no subma­
rine out to sea, except in certain 
zones reserved for manoevres, 
without previously notifying the 
other powers, and in this case 
every submarine will sail on the 
surface and be accompanied by a 
surface vessel. No foreign subma­
rine will be allowed in the terri­
torial waters of the contracting

powers, except in the case o f una­
voidable necessity, or subject to 
pre-arranged conditions.

The powers are to recommenJ 
their merchant vessels to follow 
certain main routes in the Medi­
terranean. Any power wishing to 
withdraw from  the agreement 
must give thirty days’ notice.

The agreement was signed by 
the nine powers present at the 
Conference, namely; Britain, Bul­
garia, Egypt, France, Greece, Ru­
mania, Turkey, the U. R. S. S. 
and Jugoslavia.

NO “ PRIVATE LAKE”

The agreement is a first and 
important step against the acts of 
piracy by the Fascist agressors. 
The Mediterranean ceases to be 
their private lake. And the pre­
sence of strong British and French 
naval forces means that Italy's 
dreams o f domination in the Me­
diterranean will disappear in 
smoke.

There are some grave defects. 
Litvinov pointed out in his speech; 
‘T  regret the absence of the Sta­
te which has suffered most from 
piracy; Republican Spain... The 
presence o f Spain will be a con­
tribution to the paeiflcaticm of the 
Mediterranean.” But Republican 
Spain has been excluded from the 
agreement, and her merchant 
shipping Is not protected by the 
agreement. While the agreement 
does not recognise Franco as bel­
ligerent, it does not give the Spa­
nish Govermeik its rights in In­
ternational Law. The decisions ta­
ken only re fw  to submarines, but 
vessels of other types have played 
their part in the piracy, and pla­
nes have sunk two Soviet ships.

ADVANCE FOR PEACE

As “ Izvestia” says; "The Con­
ference was called on the initia­
tive o f Britain and France, but 
the concrete results have been due 
to the activity and the correct line 
of Soviet diplomacy which decla­
red its position with the needful 
firmness and determination befo­
re tbe Conference took place.”

Notwithstanding its serious de­
fects the Agreement represents an 
advance for the forces of peace 
and collective security, and a se­
rious setback fo r  Fascist agrea-

W 'ou ifQ  S h o ck  B rigade M eet.

Written During An

AIRPLANE ATTACK
Dawn still sleeps; but we awake,
Aware tliat soon those shadows In 
The sky may hover.

Everywhere about us the earth Is raw,
With woimds from  shells and bombs, and holes 
Dug by men.

Blood has flowed here, has wet this earth 
On. wliich we lie; and blood will flow again —
But our thoughts are not of this.

We oil our gtins, adjust our clothes.
Dig deep the earth —  prepare to hide in it,
To hug it (dose.

And then those shadows come! We seize upon the earth 
We have prepared — become part of it —
Become earth...

Not a finger moves: expectantly we wait —
Some fearfully —■ for a sign: are they theirs,
Or ours? marked with red or black?

Then suddenly the roar! Earth again Is tom.
Into a million parts leaps high; and shrapnel spreads 
And mingles with the bmoke.

More! and more! Closer! More deadly!
Intenser —  bombs —  cries of pain from mules and men. 
All covered by earth and dnst...

Then silence... The beasts have gone...
We tear onrselves from  the earth.
Become men again.

D A N IE L  H L T N E B  
A m erican  V olu n teer  K illed  Tn 

A ction  —  Septem ber, 1937

Sion. A  relatively decisive answer 
has been given to Italian preten­
sions in the Mediterranean. The 
agreement is only a first step, but 
the very fact that this step has

been taken is o f great Importance 
for the preservation o f the peace 
of Europe.

A . M . E .
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BREWERY CARRIES ON UNDER 
ENEMY'S FIRE

During- the 14 months o f  civil 
-war in Spain, profound chang-es 
ha ve taken place in the economic 
and social conditions of this coun­
try. Since the July 18th uprising 
of the mlhtaiy clique headed by 
General Franco, in the interests 
o f German and Italian Fascism, 
we have all heard o f the great 
progress maxle in the destruction 
of the feudiil relations in the coun­
tryside, the granting o f land to 
the peasants—the former posses­
sions o f the nobility and the Idle 
parasitic absentee landlords.

U fe  has also taken a new turn 
for the city Industrial workers. 
A  visit to some of the Madrid fac­
tories gives ample proof that pres­
ent social changes are also bring­
ing economic improvement and 
industrial freedom to the toiling 
masses o f Spain.

BEER FOR THE MEN

We enter the gates of Madrid’s 
largest brewery, "E l Aquila’’  beer 
factory. The delegation, consisting 
of a group o f German, American, 
Polish and French anti-fascist 
fighters is keenly interested in 
how the factory workers are mak­
ing out. We are met at the en­
trance of the plant by the direc­
tor, who shows us around. A  glan­
ce at the factory walls indicates 
that we tire very near to the 

‘ front. The workers of "El Aquila" 
are only a few  kilometres from 
the fascist lines— carrying on their 
work in the midst o f the great 
war for their national independ- 
ance. We are informed from the 
outset that, due to war conditions, 
production Is only 20 percent of 
normal, i. e. 50,000 litres o f beer 
yearly as against 250,000 in past 
years. It is easy to undertand this 
fact, when we are told that of the 
550 workers o f this brewery, some 
300 volunteered for service in the 
army to defend their city against 
the fascist Invaders. Those who 
remained, mostly elderly workers, 
are not exempt from the murderous 
designs o f the fascists. Only last 
week a shell from  the fascist ar­
tillery from  the Usera-Ceiro Rojo 
fascist lines, struck the plant, kill­
ing five workers peacefully engag­
ed in production. On entering the 
director's office, we noticed the 
walls covered with portraits of 
young men— all “El Aquila" he­
roes who gave their lives in de­
fense of their government and 
their liberty.

The workea-s In this plant carry 
on despite the shellings by the 
fascists. Due to the nearness of 
the front, we learned that no 
production is carried on at night, 
as the electric lights would be a 
perfect target for the fascist art­
illery. The men work from  7 
a. m. to 1 p. m., every day o f the 
week —  although paid for a full 
day’s work. This plant, formerly 
the property of a stock-holding 
coanpany, is now run and mana­
ged by the workers through their 
elected committees, under govern­
ment control and supervision. The 
president o f  the ccanpany having 
died in the early days o f  the 
uprising, the workers undertook 
to run the plant and they run it 
well, indeed. N o Interests are 
being paid to former stock hold­
ers. The profits o f the plant going 
exclusively to the workers and 
their families.

WORKERS’ CONTROE

The workers through their trade 
unions (all workers organized Into 
trade unions), elect a committee 
of seven to administer the affairs 
of production and distribution as 
well as those o f social welfare of 
the employees. The.̂ _ ooinmittee 
consists o f  six UGT and one CNT 
members—a direct reflection of 
the fact that some 450 workers 
were in the UGT and 30 in the 
CNT at the time o f the outbreak 
of Franco's rebellion.

Despite the difficulties created 
fay the war, the plant manages to 
buy raw materials (barley) from 

•the peasants la Toledo province, 
coal from  Tarancon, and to import

hops from  France to the extent 
o f 2 million pesetas aimually, and 
to keep things moving. The beer 
produced Is sold to private cafes 
and resturants, although mainly 
to the Intendanclas of tlie Army, 
for use for the front, fo r  distri­
bution among the fighters o f the 
People's Army, who so valiantly 
defend the great city o f Madrid.

WAGES INCREASED

The workers’ wages have risen 
to about 5 pesetas more, daily, 
than before. The wages now range 
from 12 pesetas daily for unskill­
ed men to 20 pesetas for the more 
experienced and skilled workers. 
The plant has set up a  social insu­
rance fund, wherein the disabled 
workers—those who fought to 
stop the fascist hordes at the gat­
es o f Madrid—are amply provided 
for. Tlie widows o f "El Aquila” 
workers, who have fallen in the 
war, receive 5 pesetas dally from 
this insurance fund. We visited 
the large and clean communal din­
ing room where dinners are serv­
ed to t ie  "E l Aquila" workers for 
2 pesetas, as well as the plant first- 
aid station and clinic. There is also 
a library where workers can spend 
their time reading and in self- 
study.

A visit to the "El Cafeto” fac­
tory o f Simon Martinez revealed to 
the deiegation a situation very si­
milar to that described in the 
brewery. This factory, still priva­
tely owned ,is also controlled and 
managed by a joint UGT-CNT 
workers' committee. This factory, 
famous In Spain for its produc­
tion o f chocolate, is now produc­
ing chocolate and coffee exclusi­
vely fo r  the Army Intendancla. 
Out of the profits of the plant, 
the committee pays the taxes to

the government and keeps the ba­
lance for the purchase o f raw ma­
terials (sugar, coffee beans, nuts, 
etc.). Here too we saw half of 
the 120 workers previously em­
ployed now in the ranks of the 
People's Army. Tlie other half 
carry ‘ on production and in their 
spare time maintain a poul­
try farm- The "farm " is on an 
old football field adjacent to the 
factory. Starting with some scant 
donations of chickens, rabbits, 
ducks, goats and pigeons by pea­
sants in Madrid province, they arc 
building a permanent poultry 
farm to provide eggs to military 
hospitals, and, through care and 
attention, Increasing their live 
stock to be able to supply many 
a chicken dinner to the soldiers 
woimded in the struggle for de­
mocracy.

In the "E l Cafeto” plant too 
the workers wages have increa­
sed to as high as 14 pesetas daily 
for the more skilled workers: and 
through their direct management 
o f the plants, they are able to 
bring about great improvements 
in their daily life. They have their 
discussion meetings, hear reports 
of their elected committees and 
take an active part in the admi­
nistration o f the plant. A  wall 
newspaper keeps them informed 
of events at the war front as wcU 
as on the industrial front.

The delegation left these fac­
tory workers with their clenched 
fists raised and the traditional 
“ Salud" on their lips. W e had the 
feeling that the workers on the 
industrial front, in the rearguard, 
are also conscientiously carrying 
on and «mtributing to the great 
fight for a great, free, indepen- 
deat and prosperous Spain.

n .  M .

•They A d v a n ce d  a s  i t  o n  M a n ou v ert»  —  C on . W a lter.
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SPANISH GROUP 
FORMED TO AID 
EVACUATED KIDS

The Ministry o f Public Educa­
tion and Health recently created 
in Paris the Spanish Committee 
for Evacuated Children with Juan 
Comas Camps as director. This 
group will be responsible for the 
settlement, organization, educa­
tion and inspection o f those Span­
ish children who have been sent 
abroad since the war started, re­
gardless of the organization that 
assisted in their evacuation or now 
contributes to the’ r maintenance.

The main objective o f the dele­
gation is to coordinate the efforts 
made by various foreign commit-

1 w
tees, which It hopos to accomplish 
by placing all colonies and nurse­
ries for Spanish refugee childicn 
abroad under its control an ■ given 
thrm centralize<l direction.

The delegation will take'a  com ­
pleto census of all Spanish eva­
cuated chUdren in roilcctive colo- 
mes and private homes, endeavor­
ing to Increase the number of 
children in colraile? and decrease 
that of children in homes. In spe- 
C)d’  Cases where mildren have to 
be placed with p'-ivate families, 
[i-oference wiU b ,  ^iven Spanish 
emigres, o f  course after previously 
making thorough investigations of 
the sorroundlngs and circums­
tances.

Special attention will be pail to 
the education of the refugee chil­
dren. On Augu.st 6 IJie Governm­
ent published a decree whose pur­
pose is to prevent the children 
from  losing contact with Spain 
culture or forgetting the langua­
ge. A t the same time they will 
benefit by the culture of the coun­
try in which they have their tem­
porary residence. The education 
and teaching of the children will 
be under the care of Spanish 
teachers.

O f special interest to foreign 
committees is the fact that in co­
lonies totally or partially support­
ed by foreign groups, they can, 
in accordance fith the Delega­
tion, designate a person to act in 
iU name in the administration. 
The teaching staff and the edu­
cational regime will depend ex­
clusively on the Delegation,

E l, c; a m h e .s i n o

Non-Intervetion Finds 
New VicHm

While the Chinese delegate was 
defending his people’s rights be­
fore the League of Nations and 
demanding the application of the 
Covenant o f the League on their 
behalf, the decision o f the United 
States was made public to forbid 
all future export of arms to Japan 
and China. This not only consti­
tutes a  retreat before Japanese 
imperlajism it is a  serious blow 
to peace In the Par East. The re­
sults can only be favorable to Ja­
pan. Her fleet is in a position to 
blockade China which has no po­
werful war industry, and will ex­
perience all the difficulties of Re­
publican Spain.

The U. S. A. has laid the basis 
for more “non-intervention” . The 
situation produced by such a jw- 
licy in Europe should have served 
as a warning, and it is no secret, 
moreover, that the ambitious mi­
litary plans o f Japanese imperial­
ism include an attack on the Unit­
ed States.

It is an ominous sign that the 
first act o f the farce o f “non-in­
tervention” is now being played 
in the Par East.

♦  ♦  *

NORWICH (Sept, 7).—The Tra­
de Union Congress placed on re­
cord "its high appreciation of the 
gallant struggle o f our Spanish 
comirodes and those of the Inter­
national Brigades against Fas­
cism, which is a deadly enemy of 
trade unionism, and most heartily 
wishes them every success against 
the common enemy” .

The Congress also adopted a re­
solution in favor of loyalist Spain, 
deploring the fact that the Etrl- 
tish and other governments con­
tinue to deny the legal govem -

B A T T A L I O N  OF
FASCIST DESERTERS 
AT CARABANCHEL

Canadian and BriHsh 
Labor Support Spain
OTTAWA {Sept. 17).—The Tra­

de Union Coi^ress o f Canada has 
declared itself in favor o f a boy­
cott of all goods exported by fas­
cist nations. The Congress endor­
sed the policy adopted by the In­
ternational Federation of Trade 
Unions in regards to the civil war 
in Spain and in the struggle to 
safeguard democracy.

MADRID.— On one of the Ca- 
rabanchel fronts there is a batta­
lion composed almost entirely of 
deserters from  the rebel trenches. 
Many of these soldiers have re­
ceived honorable mention "in the 
official reports and others have” 
had their bravery rewarded pro­
motion to higher rank.

There is one who has conduc­
ted himself with such bravery that 
he has reached the rank of lieu­
tenant and enjoy.s both the res­
pect and the love o f his subordi­
nates.

Another of these deserter sol­
diers is a man about forty. He 
was a well-to-do manufacturer of 
tiles at Aranda de Duero before 
the war. He could not live under 
the oppression o f the' Fascist re­
gime even though the rebels of 
Aranda had nothing against him. 
One day he decided to leave the 
town with his wife and thirteen- 
year-old son. A fter several days 
of walking they reached the Re­
publican lines stop.

In the fascist propaganda talks 
to our lines, they invite our sol­
diers to desert to their side. One 
night, the men o f this battalion 
of deserters answered, "Don't 
waste your time on us, we have 
already escaped from  fascist ter­
ritory".

Recently some runners from 
this battalion started' for the re­
bel lines at night with Popular 
Front propaganda posters. On the 
way they came up against a rebel 
watch but succeeded in avoiding 
it. They posted the posters on the 
walls of a house practically in the 
rebel trenches.

ment of Spain th j right under in­
ternational law to purchase the 
necessary arms and equipment 
thus affordii^  support to the fas­
cist rebels.

The Congress expressed its com­
plete solidarity with the Spasiish 
government and called fo r  an end 
to the farce of non-intervention.
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