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SPANISH lYOUTH MAPS A N T I-F A SC IS T  FIGHT
"Unite, educate, and organi­

ze the youth o f Spain to win 
the war and be more useful in 
the Revolution.” With this slo­
gan, the National Coimiittee of 
the Juventud Socialista Unifi­
cada (Unified Socialist Youth) 
opened Its plenum in the Au­
ditorium of the Rockefeller 
institute of Madrid on Friday, 
Sept. 24th, The sumptuous hall, 
once the center for indolent 
children of the upper classes.

I waa used by hundreds of re­
presentatives o f anti-fascist 
youth in a magnificent Natio­
nal Congre® that lasted five 
days.

On the blue drape that hung 
In folds from the platform wall 
'̂ ■as a large picture o f Tomás 
^^he, poet and founder o f the

S. U. Also in the front of 
Ihe hall, above the stage draw- 
curtaln, in bold white letters

G.

JESUS’ HERNANDKZ 
of Piihiic EdacHtion, grr^t* 

*'>e Youlh Cangroaa,

Í :  i l i

IN-SESSIONi Delegates to the J. S. I'. Cuegress, recent!)' held in Madrid, lislr- 
ning to onelof^the reports.

on a ^ark blue background, 
was a quotation from Lenin 
which significantly expresses 
the genuine aspirations o f the 
liberated youth o f Spain. "The 
youth” , the quotation reads, 
"above all needs to have pleas­
ure, and vital strength, sound 
gymnastic sports, swiming, hi­
ke's, and phy^cal exercises of 
all kinds, a variety o f intellec­
tual interests, to learn, study, 
investigate; and they always 
should do so collectively if pos­
sible." Flags and banners be­
longing to tbe different repre­
sentative youth organizations 
added to the gay unconquera­
ble spirit of free determined 
youth.

DELEGATES FROM FRONT

Young military commanders, 
political commissars, officials, 
and soldiers, directly from  the

front, were among the many 
delegates.

The Congreas opened with a 
salute to the glorious work of 
the Spanish Republican Army. 
Homage was paid to such na­
tional figures as Azafla, Pre­
mier Negrin, Companys o f Ca­
talonia, and to the youth who 
have fallen in the fight for na­
tional independence.

In the midst o f prolonged 
ovation, Jesús Hernández, Mi­
nister o f Public Education, was 
heralded by the Congress. He 
greeted the Youth Congress 
and pointed out how closely 
h i s  governmental position 
brings him to the youth. 
Among the many things he 
told the delegates, he mentio­
ned the difference between a 
minister under the old regime 
and the minister o f today un­
der a People’s Front Goitem- 
ment, which can be truly said

to be a government o f the 
Youth. "The minister o f to­
day" he said "has one duty, 
and that is to serve the needs 
of the people in the most be­
neficial manner.”

On the second day General 
Miaja, Illustrious defender of 
Madrid and great friend of the 
youth, greeted the plenum. 
Francisco Anton, Inspector- 
Commissar of the Army of the 
Center also was a guest spea­
ker.

( ’ARRILLO SPEAKS

The brilliant report by San­
tiago Carrillo, General Secret­
ary o f the J, S. U., made on 
the second day, can be said 
to be the pivot around which 
the Congress revolved.

Some points he outlined In 
bis talk are:

(CoDÜnued on pftfre 8.)

SANTIAGO CARRILLO
(¿enerol ^ err 'a ry  o f J. 9. U.,tde-
Mverlnĝ liiŝ report CoaeresD *
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T A N K S
Among our comrades tanks 

enjoy the reputation o f being 
fearful infernal engines of mo­
dem warfare. When the tanks 
suddenly advance in our direct­
ion we feel the desire to run. 
Nevertheless that is the most 
dangerous thing we can do.

W e have very frequently wi- 
theld the attacks o f the fasc­
ist tanka with success, The his­
tory o f the early days of the 
war is full o f heroic incidents, 
stories o f comrades who went 
to meet the enemy tanks with 
a grenade in their hands. To­
day, however, we have other 
methods at our disposal and it 
is as well to remind ourselves 
of them.

HOW TANKS OPEK.ATE

Tanks advance about 200 
yards in front of the infant­
ry, and their mission is to clear 
the ground which the infant­
ry will occupy. The tanks’ visi­
bility is nil, so that there is no 
possibility of their making 
night attacks or of being used 
in very thickly wooded coim- 
try. Our anti-tank bullets are 
effective and have already gi­
ven satisfactory results. We 
should therefore entrust our 
best marksmen with the anti­
tank bullets so that they 
can fire together in the di­
rection of the driver of the 
tank, while the light machine 
gunners, the machine gunners 
and the other comrades stop 
the enemy infantry by keeping

.Vt s?'

■

up a heavy fire. This will for­
ce the tanks to halt, since they 
cannot dispense with the pro­
tection afforded them by their 
own infantry. Our trenches, 
constructed so as to avoid the 
danger of enfilading fire, will 
protect our bombers.

Not all typjs of ground are 
suitable tor an advance by the 
tanks. As the tanks have to 
select the most suitable route 
to follow, it la easy to prepa­
re very large deep traps which 
must be carefully camouflaged. 
In this way the routes which 
the tanks would follow can be 
blocked. Some of the best bom­
bers should be near these 
points.

TANK OBSTACLES

A very wide ditch, with steep 
sides, constructed in front of 
the trenches, constitutes an 
obstacle which the tanks can­
not pass at a moment when 
they are well within range of 
our bombers, Ix>w atone wails, 
ruins, etc., are also useful obs­
tacles which should be taken 
into account, I shall be told 
that all this is only pos­
sible in a position in which it 
has been possible to prepare a 
good defense In advance. But 
what is to be done when we 
have just halted after an ad­
vance? The answer to this is 
part o f the infantryman’s ABC, 
We must dig individual holes 
which later will become tren­
ches, We should remember too 
that we have at our disposal

a
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anti-tank guns and anti-tank 
cars which are really effective.

We can quote some expe­
riences of the “ Paris Commu­
ne’’ Battalion.

December 16tlt, 1936, at Boa- 
dilla del Monte, the 1st Com­
pany, thanks to rifle grenades 
and a few comrades, succeeded 
in stopping the advance of the 
tanks, while light machne gun, 
machine gun and rifle fire we­
re di.rected against the fascist 
columns.

Jaitu-urp ith, 1937, at Remi­
sa, the tanks’ advance was 
stopped, thanks to heavy fire 
from  the infantry.

February 16t!i, at Jarama. 
the 3rd Company stopped an 
advance o f tanks through five 
comrades, firing in the direct­
ion of the driver, while all the 
rest of the Company fired on 
the infantry,

February 12th, the Fascist 
cavalry deceived our tanks by 
moving a wing and concealing 
themselves behind a mound,

March 11th, several comra­
des stopped the Italian fascists 
in front of Trijueque, in spite 
o f the tanks and their flame 
throwers, on two successive 
occasions by keeping up an ef­
fective fire on the enemy in­
fantry.

These examples prove that 
when the infantry know how 
to dig themselves in, each man 
making a fox-hole, and digging 
suitable trenches as soon as 
possible, they can withstand an 
attack by the enemy tanks. 
Consequently we should never 
think of running from the fasc­
ist tanks. Not only would such 
conduct'be imworthy of a figh­
ter for liberty, but it would

also be the most dangerous | 
course he could take.

{•(>M.HAN1>KR S A G N IE B  
11th Battalion,
14th Brigade.
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Only the pro-fascist money- 
raising organization for Spate 
back in the United States h*s 
a shady record, financially, aí' 
cording to State Departmerf 
figures, recently published, 
the amount o f relief actual')' 
sent to Spain by the varioC 
agencies, and the supplem®'" 
tary figures issued by the age"' 
cíes themselves.

A  prominent New York tai- 
gazine comments on these fig"’ 
res as follows;

“It appears that all t"' 
groups have commendable te 
cords except the Americ**
Committee for Spanish Rell«í 
a pro-rebel organization hea4l ftienths 
ed by Ogden H. Hammoo“4|%aruis of 
form er ambassador to Spal̂ B̂ 
This organization, which so
launched with a great spluT  ̂
at a Madison Square ®®’’^ j f 0 v e r  his 
niaas meeting, is ;^nwn to b»'"* 
sent not a penny to Spain o"' 
o f the S 30,753 which it coll?'*' 
eJ for war-sufferers, and 
have swallowed more tfi®*
S 25,000 In ’expenses’ ."

Among the pro-loyalist 
organizations, here are the 
cords of funds sent to Sp«^

North American Comm'^^ 
to Aid Spanish DemocraC. 
and Confederated Spanish 
eieties to Aid Spain, $ 6,33,1̂ '

Medical Bureau to Aid Sp*’’ 
ish Democracy, $ 119,353.

The Nation's Food 
I  25,560.
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DEATH OF A SPANISH POET
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E Y E - W I T N E S S  
TELLS OF MURDER 
OF GARCIA LORCA
•'That day 1 was on guard. 

I stepped aside to let pass a 
very young looking man being 
fed by the Civil Guards. He 
was pale, but walked seienely.” 

The Spanish lad recounted 
his story, at first reluctantly, 
and then in a fluent, sti-aight- 
forward manner. A few months
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U AIICIA LORCA

* 'o v fd  Hpunisli ro lk -pa et. /tiiird cred  
At C ran acU  b y  Ibe FahcíaO .

ago he escaped from fascist 
^rritory and came to  our li- 
he.s on the Granada front. He 
'aid how Federico Garcia Lor- 

the famous Spanish poet, 
Wat his death during the first 
bienths of the war, at the 
^ d s  of the fascists.

"When I saw him", he con- 
"^Ued solemnly, “I underwood 

tragedy that encircled him. 
^ver his head hung the pall of 
^ath for having written his 
Odious romance of the “Civil 
Guards".

"Did you know Garcia Lor- 
he was asked.

"No; I had read him a great 
^ 1 , howevei-. I knew his 
’ ^Oiks and his life. I also know 

his death— the manner in 
^*hich his life was ended I 
*^11 never forget. It was so 
’Monstrous, so criminal, that I 
''bi never rub it out o f my me- 
Oiory".

The lad unfolded his story;
Garcia l.orea was located In

J ack S hirai
(Japanese-.A m erloan V olunteer, kllleil a t  V illanueva <le la 

O anada.~ -July , 1937)

I  hear that C om rade Shlral fell.
W h o  did not know  him ?
Ills  fu im y  p idg in  E nglU h,
His «eiUlliig eyes,
-And hlN brave heart
M ade him  loved  as a  brother
In the A brah am  L incoln  B attalion.
.la ck  Shirai o f  H akodate,
Son or  Japaneap earth .
H e w en t to*A m erica
B ecause a t hom e th ere  w a s  no bread ;
B ecam e a  cook  in F risco .
HlB a rt  t ick led  the palates
O f the r ich est p la y b oy s  o f  the city.
In  the sum m er o f  n ineteen  hundred th ir ty 's ls .
A s the new spa per w rote .
In  E urope. In Spain,
T h e  F ascist w o lf  had com e  out to m urder.
J a ck  Shirai packed  h is few  th ings 
.And w as am on g  the first 
T o  eom e fro m  A m erica
H elp in g  the Spanish people In their fight 
F or  hum an rights.
W hen the bu llets  w histled  
A ud the tearing  shells burst,
T hen the boy s  o f  the L in coln  B atta lion  
W atch ed  J a ck  Shlral,
H e had a  lau gh in g  h ea rt !
O nce (In June on the Jaram a)
H e w as sent a s  a  cook  
B ehind  the lines T o  a  hospital.
T h ey  liked him  th ere—the sick,
T h e  w ou nded, everybody .
.And the v illage farnier.s talked  often
o r  the Japanese w ho had  co m e  so  fa r  to r  them .
B u t one d ay  he ran  aw a y .
B ack  to the lines—to  the front.
In the X orth . w hen w e cra ck ed  
T he rin g  aroun d  M adrid ,
H e w a s  th ere  as w e  storm ed Brúñete,
A nd V 'lllunueva dp ia Cañada,
.As the n igh t w a s  bright
W ith  Ihp shine o f  the hurning tow ns.
T orn  b y  explod ing  bom bs
•And the vo ices  o f  the grea t guns.
J a ck  Shlral tell.
T he .Abraham  L in coln  B attalion  
O f the P eop le ’s A m ty  o f  Freetlom .
.And the Japanese proletariat.
W ill uut fo rg e t  him.

L l 'D W IO  I).

a French legation, so I was 
told. By means o f trickery he 
waa in(3uced to come out. 
When he (Jld so, he was sei­
zed. He was not tried hy any 
kind of tribunal. (For that mat­
ter, neither was anybody else 
held by the fascists.) The night 
of that very same day he waa 
puUcd out of the jail where the 
Civil Guard had him incarce­
rated. Among a squad of 
guards ho was shoved into an 
automobile. I am sorry to say

iA C K  SH IB A h
bad  a  la u g b id ^  h ea r !.'

that I figured among thta 
blood-thirsty group.

"The line of autos, like a si­
nister convoy, pulliid out onto 
the Padul road- W e were dri­
ven 18 kilometers from  Grana­
da. It v/as 8 o'clock at night 
when we finally got out of the 
autos. The automobile head­
lights were focused directly on 
the man who was marching 
to his death. The silhouette of 
Garcia Lorca cut afi omnipre­
sent figure in the darkness of

the night. The Civlls placed 
themselves behind the head­
lights, from  where they could 
not be seen.

“ Garcia Lorca walked firm­
ly with magnificent calm. Sud­
denly in the middle of the 
road, he halted. He turned 
swiftly and faced us, causing 
the insolent Lieutenant Medi­
na, who was commanding the 
ClviU, to gape in astonishment.

LORCA SPEAKS

"Garcia Lorca spoke. He did 
not speak feebly, nor did he 
plead for his life. His power­
ful words were in defense of 
the thing he always loved: Li­
berty. He eulogized the cause 
of the people, and condemned 
the barbarity o f fascism.

“Those fiery words, produ­
ced a tremendous disturbance 
among the Civil GuariSs. For 
me it was like a penetrating 
light in m y brain. The piset 
Continued talking... but his 
wor(is were cut short. Lt. Me­
dina exploded with blasphe­
mous words and fired his pis­
tol at the poet. Then he set Use 
Civil Guards against him,

CLUBBED WITH RIFLES

“The spectacle was terrible. 
They threw themselves upon 
him and struck him merciles­
sly with the butts of their ri­
fles. Some of us remained sta­
tionary, too horrified to do 
anything, Garcia Lorca ran 
and was follow'ed by a rain o f 
bullets, A  hundred yards away 
he keeled over. As the murde­
rers approached him with in­
tentions of finishing him, he 
raised his body, streaming

(CvnlilkMttl OB pAg6 t.j
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HOW CARL BRADLEY EARNED HIS THREE BARS
FI GHT AT Q U I N T O  

A N D  B E L C H I T E  
IS DESCRIBED

VALiElNOlA. —  Spanish sol- 
diera and officers in the Twen­
ty-fourth Battalion o£ the F if­
teenth Brigade came wearily 
out of the Aragon offensive 
but lost no time petitioning 
their command to give the 
three bars o f captaincy to Carl 
Bradley o f the States. They 
sent a little note along to 
G. H. Q. in which the words 
heroico and glorlottu figure a 
number of times, and thereby 
hangs a story, possibly one of 
the most revealing in this war, 
o f  the close bonds between the 
International Brigade and the 
Spanish soldiers. It tells how 
Carl Bradley, Local 3844, Inter­
national Longshoreman’s Asso­
ciation, became Captain Brad­
ley. o f  the Spanish Republican 
Army.

The People’s Army, hardened 
by a year of warfare Into sea­
soned, disciplined troops who 
can take on the toughest of 
Black Arrows and make them 
very homesick, had Just cap­
tured more than 1400 square 
kilometers of territory in Ara­
gon. Fighting in the van with

the Spaniards were the men of 
the Fifteenth Brigade —  las 
Brigadas Internacionales — and 
they did sterling work at Bel- 
chlte and Quinto, winning the 
high praise of General Pozas, 
commander o f the division.

HOW IT WAS DONE

Nobody can tell the story of 
Belchlte and Quinto better than 
Captain Bradley who won his 
stripes for his good work here. 
Let me tell the story almost 
as he todd it. I f  anybody knows 
Belchlte It is Captain Bradley 
whose men at Dead Man’s 
Point built the barricades that 
did such damage to the fas­
cists. Let him tell you o f Quin­
to, that towering fortification 
Into which the German engi­
neers put a year's work build­
ing what they thought would 
he impregnable defenses.

" A f  Quinto" Bradley says, 
"the fascists held a large build, 
ing, biggest in town, command­
ing the entire position. Walls 
three feet thick, a regular for­
tress. The windows had machi- 
neguns poked through them, 
and it would be next to impos­
sible to take Quinto if this 
place wasn’t taken.

\

'•

■s
- y ,

"On the afternoon of the day 
before the last trench position 
of the fascists was taken, our 
command asked for volunteers 
for a bombing squad to wipe 
out this nest Ten men were 
needed ten men immediate­
ly volunteered.

-ARMED WITH aLYCERIN

G EN ER AL W A L T E R . C om m ftn dvr o f  the 3Stii D iv is ia u . A b ov e , a t  rig h t, anotfaer 
p h o to  o f  G e o , W a lte r , u d  th e  AragOQ fron t.

Bradley commanded the 
group. "W e went armed with 
glycerin bottles, took a posit­
ion 25 feet from  the wall of 
the building. We hid there and 
waited till after 25 shells, well 
directed, hit the place. The 
walls were so thick they did 
not demolish the building. The 
main purpose of the shelling 
was to force the fascists into 
their holes, away from  the 
windows with their machlneg- 
uns and snipers.

“ Out o f the ten, two were 
wounded as we snaked our way 
to the building. Three of the 
gang bad to carry them back. 
That left five to carry on. We 
took our bottles, filled with 
tliis deadly explosive glycerin, 
picked windows, and threw 
them in with well-directed pit­
ches that came from  good ba­
seball arms. Tremendous fla­
mes exploded Inside the build­
ing, We came back twice with 
the bottles and then rolled a 
big drum o f gasoline into the 
structure with a fuse attached 
to it. It exploded inside.

"This mission finished we re­
turned to find out how our

other five men were. We wen­
ded our way hack to where 
hundreds o f our soldiers were 
standing on a bill, enthused. 
They had been watching us do 
this Job on the fascist stron­
ghold that had snuffed out 
lives ctf so many o f their com­
rades. The building burned 
night.

Braxlley then told how tli« 
fighting went at Belchlte. Here 
the American boys carried o® 
boldly but cleverly in street W 
street fighting, infiltrating tW 
town and then going to woA 
taking house after house.

"W e charged uphill some Ss® 
meters under enemy machin*' 
gun fire. W e could see the f»' 
ces of the fascists. Three 
our men were killed; sev® 
wounded out erf 29. The AH**’ 
rieans had to put up their 
chinegun stand. The bulle* 
flew so thick we had to ta** 
our ponchoes, fill them wit* 
sand, and under that hit 
protection, set up the gunS'

WHERE BEGAN DIED

“We took a street to a 
where Charlie Regan was ' 
lied. Chariie was one of t®* 
bravest men in Spain, a 
war vet and a fighting Irl®*’ 
man with pleasant blue Id  ̂
eyes but with a strong detei 
mination. Men looked on ^  
as one who would go ijjto tS 
Jaws o f death for them a® 
they loved him. He had
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a burning hatred o f Fascism 
he'd strip hlmaalf o f his Skin 
if It would h ^ .  He was killed 
September 5.

'“We called where he was ki­
lled Dead Man’s Point. We had 
to go up the street and make 
a perfect cleaning o f houses. 
Our men were hungry but they 
didn't pick up a piece o f  bread 
in the houses they cleaned up. 
We went this way: four men 
cm the right hand side watch­
ing the leit side fo r  snipers 
aad four on the left watching 
the right hand. Two more men 
looking at the rear. Thus we 
had perfect protection. Then 
we came to a point 75 feet 
from the fascists and could 
bear their officers hollering 
Viva Franco.

MOVE BABBICADE» AHEAD

"At Dead Man’s Point wheire 
the bullets were ricocheting, we 
built a barricade oí bags of 
grain taken from  cellars o f 
abandoned houses, and gave 
them hell from  behind it with 
bombs and ilfles. Then we de­
cided to move the barricades 
forward, a few  feet at a time 
Two volunteers were needed 
for this, two stepped forward 

I hamedlately, One o f them was 
E%>hraim Bartlett, o f  Denver, 
Oo]., a man with some Indian 
Wood, a miner who had been 
h soldier in the United States 
Cavalry and who saw a lot o f 
duty on the Mexican front, a 
^an of 45. Back to the sides 
M the building, he took sack 
by sack from  the barricade, 
holding them in front of him 
W direct fire of the enemy, he 
piled them in the new position. 
This way wo brought the ba- 
frlcade forward under direct 
»aemy fire.

“Then we began to advance 
^ o u g h  the buildings by dig- 
ging holes in those thick Spa- 
biah walla and here the ml- 
bers were very proficient. We 
ict a commanding .position 
from two houses oo the right 
bad began to harass the ene- 
Wy by sniping,

700 PRISONERS

“ Some of the men beard vol- 
in the cellar of the build- 

*bg. W o discovered there was 
*W)ut 150 Fascist soldiers and 
WviUana downstairs. A  Spanish

officer began to talk to them 
through the cellar window. He 
explained why they ought to 
surrender, told why we were 
fighting and they said they 
would surrender. We took 700 
prisoners in three houses right 
by our barricade.

“ About three o’clock in the 
morning, after a rigid guard 
all night, the stillness was sud­
denly exploded like a bolt of 
lightning. There was suddenly 
running around in the streets, 
noises, shots, the bursting of 
grecades.

'"niere was a great tension 
and you had a feeling that now 
here it comes. This is the pa­
yoff —  the two bodies were 
going to collide right now.

LOUD-SPF^KER ARRIVES

“ Everybody’s  nerves were 
strained. Suddenly you heard all 
over the city the piaying of 
the Spanish national anthem. 
The loudspeaker had come up! 
It was just like pouring oil on 
troubled waters. Just as if by 
agreement of both sides, every­
body stopped to listen.

“Then there was a short 
speech that had been prepared 
by Dave Doran, o f the United 
States. It was translated into 
Spanish, A  simple little speech 
it was, but its effect was dead­
ly. He told the Fascists how 
futile their position was. He 
told them what the Republi­
cans stood for. He told of Mus­
solini and Hitler and the in­
vaders. Then the National An­
them. sounded again.

"Two minutes elapsed. SUen- 
ce. Then a few scattered shots. 
We afterward learned these 
were some fascist officers being 
killed by their own soldiers. 
Suddenly we heard the sol­
diers, the fascist soldiers com­
rade, bust into singing the In­
ternationale! They started 
Shouting Viva la República! 
Then we knew victory was 
ours. Then all their soldiers 
came over. They surrendered 
and Belchite, t he Fascist 
stronghold that N  a p o l e o n  
couldn't take, was now in the 
hands o f the International Bri­
gadiers.

— AND SEVEN NUNS

"There was suddenly great 
jubilation. Not because we beat 
them, it wasn’t  only that, but

LOYAL GUERILLA BANDS MENACE 
FRANCO’S REAR

VALENCIA.—Guerilla war­
fare in Franco’s  rear is assum­
ing serious proportiona, judg­
ing by reports reaching here at 
frequent Intervals.

In the mountains o f Huelva 
Province, in the South, in the 
northern Provinces o f Galicia, 
many thousands of Republi­
cans are harrasslng the Fascist 
garrisons.

HALF RETURNED

Three t h o u s a n d  guerilla 
fighters from Viana del Bolla, 
Orense, make life hectic for 
the Fascist headquarters at 
Vigo and Pontavedra. A  comp­
any o f Moors and Phalangists 
recently sent out to crush them 
was almost annihilated, barely 
half o f them returning from 
the expedition into the moun­
tains.

Another two thousand repu-

hllcans are established in the 
mountains o f Buama. Most of 
them are fugitives from  Mala­
ga, Rio Tinta and Seville. They 
are secure in the deep gulleya 
and craggy mountains, and re­
cently successfully ambushed 
a force sent out to destroy 
them.

C APl’URED DYNAMITE

In La Ciana Prieta, in the 
suburbs of Ardales, and neigh­
boring villages of Malaga Pro­
vince, numerous bands o f Span, 
lards, who escaped from  Ma­
laga, have been persistently 
attacking the insurgent garri­
son at^^Chorro del Agua.

Several times reinforcements 
have had to be drafted into the 
area to support the local fasc­
ist forces.

One report o f an attack on 
Ardales tells how the raiders 
carried o f 20 cases of dynami­
te, 410 rifles and many horses. 
F ifty Phalangists and Civil 
Guards were wounded In this 
fight.

AMERICANS BOO 
MUSSOLINI’S SON

NEW YORK.— When Victo- 
rio Mussolini, the son of Italy's 
dictator arrived here, he was 
greeted by thousands o f people 
who shouted, "Mussolini is a 
murderer!", “Expel his son 
fi-om the United States!” These 
demonstrations continued with 
greater enormity at the hotel 
where he stayed.

at the fraternity when they 
come over, happy, singing, 
throwing their arms around 
us.

Captain Bradley ended hia 
story with this: "W e come 
across seven nuns working in 
the Belchite fascist hospital, a 
lot o f wounded all around. The 
fascist officers had escaped, 
leaving them to their fate. The 
nunj-viewed us with awful sus­
picion, thinking torture was in 
store for them. That's what the 
fascists led them to believe. 
They looked like they were re­
signed to death. Then we came 
forward and gave them milk,

eggs, bread. The medical doc­
tor asked then» which were the 
most seriously wounded cases, 
as he wanted to give them im­
mediate attention. The nurses 
gladly showed them, Their fa ­
ces registered a smile for the 
first time, and as we helped 
the sick, the nuns kept sayii^. 
“ Muy bien — , muy bien.” That 
means “Very good, very good.” 
We helped the nuns over the 
barricade and took them to 
safety.”

That’s the story of Belchite, 
Captain Bradley said.

J .  N .
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THE FIFTH COLUMN
The discovery o f a vast net­

work o f espionage and treason 
in Madrid has given us a sharp 
reminder of the work of the 
enemy in our. .rear. It is not 
enough to feel violent indigna­
tion against these criminals. It 
is necessary to consider how 
they can he fought and over­
came. That their activities re­
present a real danger is shown 
by previous experiences, and 
particularly by the events at 
Santander..,

“ While we were trying to 
find a boat the ‘Fifth Column’, 
that is to say, the internal ene­
my, had already eom« out on 
the streets. The Fascists set 
fire to the petroelum supplies 
and began firing at the Govern­
ment supply centres” , says an 
Ehiglish witness, Commander 
Fhjrsey,

It was ' work of this kind 
which was being prepared by 
the organisation discovered in 
Madrid,

FASCIST PLANS FOILED

Before November 7th last 
year, when General Mola was 
asked by a group o f foreign 
journalists which o f the four 
columns marching on Madrid 
would take the city, he replied: 
"Madrid will be taken by the 
FiftlT Column” . In other words 
the Fascists in Madrid would 
hand over the city to the ene­
my, Mola made a mistake, The 
people took the hint, dealt his 
allies a hard blow, and disor­
ganised the Fifth Column, But 
it continued to exist.

It is Interesting to note the 
^ims of this Madrid organisa­
tion which has recently been 
brought to light.

It was engaged In recruit­
ing men to carry on the public 
services when (and if) the Fas­
cists entered Madrid. It was 
collecting information and stu­
dying means of conveying it to 
the enemy:' in ,on e  premises 
the authorities discovered a 
plan o f Belchite, an account of 
our forces in that sector, a re­
port o f the present position o f ' 
the El Campesino (4Cth) Divi­
sion, and a note on the eva­
cuation of the Guadalajara hos­
pitals.

A  section known as the Whi­
te Phalangists was organised 
among the refugees in the va­
rious embassies, and particu­

GERMAN, ITALI.AN POLICE

fulness neither dulled by ex­
cessive confidence nor blinded 
by undue susfHcion, can defeat 
them. The methods of fascism 
in Spain — the killing of pri­
soners, the bombing of open 
town.s wliere the victime are 
women and children —  tliese 
things are sufficiently well 
known. The methods of the 
Fifth Column are no more 

. erupulous or humane; assas­
sination, blackmail, prostitut- 
.on, the launching of malicious 
.ind defeatist rumors, profiteer­
ing, the hoarding of foodstuffs, 
etc., the securing of informat­
ion by bribery or terror — all 
these methods are co-ordinated 
in their plan of campaign. They 
can adapt themselves to • cir­
cumstances.

NO HELP FROM ITS!

larly in that of Chile, where it 
is believed that the General 
Staff o f the whole organisat­
ion may be found, enjoying a 
scandalous “diplomatic” immu­
nity. This section, regarded as 
superior to the others, was to 
play a leading part in the al­
location of post.s when the fas­
cists took over the municipal 
services,

A military section with wide 
ramifications was entrust^ 
with recruiting soldiers to act 
in conjunction with the rebel 
forces in the next fascist at­
tack on Madrid. In particular, 
they had the task of siezing 
the main public buildings, the 
centra! post, telegraph, trans­
port offices, etc.

A  blacklist was being prepa- 
i-ed for use in the hypothetical 
future.

Sometimes we ourselves un­
wittingly assist the enemy. It 
is all too tempting to come, 
like Moses from  the mountain, 
to da*ale an astonished audien­
ce with brand new information. 
But the price the Republican 
cause pays fo r  that momenta­
ry feeling o f elation and self- 
importance may be a heavy

We must not forget that at 
the head of the Fifth Column 
are fhe Gestapo and the Ita­
lian police with their wide ex­
perience. The Gestapo had sent 
its tentacles through Spain con­
siderably before July 18th, and 
in fighting the Fhfth Column 
we are not fighting a  hasty 
overnight improvisation. '

The spy, the provocateur, the 
saboteur are the worst enemies 
of the Spanish People's Revo­
lution. Only Implacable and 
perservering effort, a watch­

one, and neither in Spanish nor 
in Elnglish is it very hard to 
say: “I don't know."

The fascist agents are not 
stirring figures surrounded 
with a mysterious and roman­
tic halo. They are not fit sub- 
jecta fo r  a sentimental huma- 
nitarlanism. They would deny 
liberty, progress, the possibili­
ty o f a fuller and better life 
to millions of people, and ins­
tead would substitute tyranny 
and grinding poverty. Such 
they are, and as such they 
should be judged.

These people do not work 
a vacuum. A  traitor who ie 
completely insolated can gene 
rally do comparatively little 
harm. But discord and jealuosj 
between anti-fascists and antt 
fascist organisations are tree.- 
son's best breeding ground. Is 
such an atmosphere it is rela­
tively easy to play one sectiM 
against another, to take sidê  
to escape detection, or if  detec­
ted to cry out against “politi­
cal victimisation” , to make Uk 
whole struggle against thi 
Fifth Column much more difi 
cult and obscure by fomentinj 
striffe between, sincere antifai- 
cists.

The Spanish Republic’s su­
rest weapon against the Fifü 
Column is the complete unity 
of action of all our forces, uni­
ty  in the People’s Front and in 
support o f the Government of 
the People’s Front, unity will 
one aim: to work together at 
the fronts aod in the rear iof 
the victóry over fascism aai 
the triumph o f the People'* 
Revolution. A ll the anti-fascii£ 
forces need each other — they 
cannot light-heartedly dispo­
se with the co-operation  ̂
this or that organisation. ^
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to this aim, an improved sh 
tuation in the rear will be re­
flected in greater and mare de­
cisive victories at the front.  ̂ 'iffiinty 
store of energy will be reie*' 
sed which is at present doe 
mant or spent in all too emW 
tered controversies, or in ® 
deavoring to promote or safe­
guard the interests of this » dragon 
that organisation. The work h* found 
the r'ifth Column will bee- 
a hundred times more diffic 
and tTie task o f the Republi 
authorities in unmasking f®* 
spies and traitors and givioí; 
them their deserts will beco: 
a hundred times easier.

In our own Brigade.s cv' 
action, whether conscious ^ 
not, which tends to friction e* 
misunderstanding berween 
Volunteers and the Spacn 
comrades, or between soldi' 
o f  different nationalities or dlf’, 
ferent anti-fascist opinions, of 
ly  helps Franco. Every aotic* 
which tends towards a betK* 
understanding, a closer P®*’ 
pie’s Front unity, is anathe* 
nail in the fascist coffin.
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COM RADE B A E D E K E R -A  SPAN ISH  FA N TA SY
The other morning aa we left 

the Hotel Alfonso on the Gran 
Via ¡where you can get tolc- 
Mbly pale coffee) the fascist 
Htillery undertook its cuato- 
mary trajectory of the city. 
The spectaSle o f a lone peasant 
frantically trying to quiet down 
his burro in the middle of this 
h '̂hly modem avenue fascina­
ted us until a shell landed too 
close for poetic sentimentalis­
ing. We ducked into a books­
tore which looked safe, for its 
windows were barricaded aga­
inst shrapnel by stacks and 
stacks of Platos, Geothes, Hu­
gos, in what, we suppose, was 
the Spanish edition of the Mo­
dem Library.

There was a musty coolness 
about the place, like a wine 
cellar, and so we settled down 
cwnfoi-tahly in a chair to spend 
a restful couple of hours. Want­
ing to find out why we had 
taken to capturing sheep, as 
Well as fascists, on the Aragon 
iront, wc picked up a Baedeker 
In the hope that he would give 
na some clue to what in the 
Social background of sheep 

directrt impelled them to line up with 
the fascists. But he gave us no 
help on this point, and we al­
ready knew that sheep had an

Croat, i  ‘affinity for sheep-herdera.
e rele»
;nt doP
) emWt
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work 
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g o o d b v e  t o  a l l  t h a t

Although we remained just 
muttonheaded about the 
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IN WHICH THE OLD TOURIST PULLS A RIP 
VAN WINKLE IN MADRID, ANb HITS THE 

HIGH SPOTS AT THE SAME TIME THE 
SHELLS DO

*h<l Madrid not even o f the 
*^epublic (ante July 1936), but 

the monarchy. A  Madrid of 
lendent cafés in which 

•®unged elegant, simpering* 
3 evert young men o f aristocratic li- 

and apish business men 
“h the make; a  Madrid o f re-

.ciuH. and bureaucracy; a 
less Madrid stultified by tlie 

*®uda] social relationships that 
existed; a Madrid o f mu- 

filled with marvellous 
actl® 'telntiiiga that it had inherited 

the paat, but whose tra­
ctions the existing ruling 
"'bases were impotent to cont- 
buc. It portrayed a lazy In­
dolent Spain, and was silent 
^ u t  the oppressed but vital

forces of the proletariat and 
peasantry whose rich spiritual 
«tiength would ultimately crea­
te a new and dynamic Spain.

We decided it would be fun 
to take Rip Van Winkle Bae­
deker out of his musty refuge 
on a tour of the tumultuous, 
indomitable Madrid o f toctey. 
El Señor Baedeker has never 
quite gotten rmmU to visiting 
Soviet Russia and we wanted 
to guai-antee against a similar 
oversight of revolutionary 
Spain, Don't get a misimpres- 
slon; we have a real affection 
for Karl Baedeker. Among 
tourist manuals his is the most 
thorough, accurate and concise, 
and if  he inclines to see cities 
in static terms of museums, 
statues, churches and palaces, 
that is more the fault of his 
clientele, who like their history 
mummified.

■XFTKK THE- SHELUNG

So, when the shells began to 
come more slowly we went out. 
It was like when a heavy rain 
has let up for a moment and 
one can still hear the thunder 
in the distance. People were 
furtively darting out of door­
ways and making a run for 
tlieir destinations. A few more 
hardy ones were inspecting the 
effects. When it apjieared that 
the holocaust was over the 
streets soon were crowded 
again and people were In tu­
multuous and boisterous move­
ment. With Karl WG walked 
down the Calle Montera. A  shell 
had hit the top story o f an 
apartment house and dislodg­
ed huge boulders into the 
street- Others still hung pre­
cariously on high. We made a 
wide detour, but on the second 
story a nonchalant Madrileña 
was dusting the debids o ff lier 
balcony.

We descended into the Puer­
ta del Sol. Karl was quite in­
timidated by the burly throngs 
o f soldiers although he was so­
mewhat reassured by the

stream of water that some 
street cleaners were laying 
down on the hot pavement. 
That was a  tliread of contlnui-

f'v*'

tr'".

R-

'■ /

ty with the past. We noticed 
that he was attracting attent­
ion in his bourgeois garments 
o f 1920, so we took him into 
a shop and 'bought him khaki 
pants and a khaki shirt. Out­
side we purchased a Sam 
Brown belt and enougli stripes 
so that he would rank as a 
commandantc, which, with his 
distinguished Van Dyck, would 
get us by even a Garde 
d'Asalte.

THE TOIIRS BEGINS

W e asked our ancient friend 
where ho would want to go 
first. He hesitated between the 
Prado, aristocratic avenue of 
mansions and museums, and a 
walk toward the western side 
of the city where were the Ro­
yal Palace, the Almudana Ca­
thedral, etc. Since he had not 
seen the latter, we went there 
first. We went along the Calle 
Mayor which took us through 
the Plaza de la Con.stltucion or 
Plaza Mayor. Karl told us that 
tills square dated back to the 
16th century and that the 
equestrian statue of Philip III 
which was in the center dated 
back to 1613. The square had 
been a theatre of tounieya in

the days of decadent knigh­
thood, of executions, of anto- 
<la-fen, c f  horse races and bull­
fights. It.s balconies could hold 
50,000. Now all the pavement 
had been torn up by shrapnel, 
but Philip still was un tou­
ched.

As we approached the Pala­
ce, a large green vista opened 
up before us. Karl’s eyes llght- 
et up: "W e can go for a nice 
cool walk in the Casa del Cam­
po’’ , he said. A t which point 
he was startled by staccato 
noise o f a machine gun. excel­
lently grouped. An excited 
Spanish guard waved to us. 
Where was our “ Salvoconduc­
to " ?  We pointed to Karl’s 
stripes. Our guard looked du­
bious, but at that point our 
friend Baedeker had lost hia 
heart fo r  further advance. He 
could see, he said, even from 
the distance, that the Palace 
was unharmed save for fascist 
shells. He’d much rather see 
the Prado, he said. Nor could 
we persuade him to take a look 
at the Almudena Cathedral to 
see that as much as had been 
built was intact.

BAEDEKER BEWILIIERED

Aa we returned toward the 
Puerta del Sol he asked us 
what were the icehouses and 
sea walls made out o f paving 
stones that he noted in all the 
streets near the city 's extremi­
ty. And we told him how wo­
men, children and men had 
abandoned everything last. Oc­
tober to fortify their city, and 
make it, i f  the fascists should 
ever really penetrate into it, 
literally the tomb of fascism,

We went down the Calle de 
Alcalá. Our distinguished tour­
ist insisted on stopping in all 
the old and famous cafés. He 
noted how, despite the turbu­
lence of the war,=.,the brasse.i 
were scrupulously polished, and 
the upholstery carefully trea­
ted by the ever-changing 
groups of soldiers that came 
in to quench their thirst. A t 
Molinero’s we tried the pcacli 
ice cream (helado). Not badly 
made, he said, considering the 
lack o f milk. A t Negresco’s we 
sipped a Naranjada, a sweet

(CnuHnuvil un of'Xt pAge.} *
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LETTERS
from

H O M E

From An ''Epic' 
California

in

Another I. L. A. Dis­
trict Goes C. I. O.

COMRADER BAEDEKER

My dear friend J : I  eurely 
appreciated seeing another let­
ter from  you in the i^ l c  News 
this week, and I hc^e that your 
wound is not too serious. This 
morning I received a letter 
from^Mr. and Mrs. M, which 
contained a letter from you 
which I am enclosing...

All true lovers o f democra­
cy throughout America ere 
showing an intense interest in 
the duly elected democratic 
loyalist government o f Spain. 
Everyone seems to realize that 
the fascist powers of Franco, 
Germany and Italy are a threat 
to real democracy throughout 
the world. The enclosed clip­
ping from the Wilmington Dai­
ly Press tells o f the next big 
meeting to be held In Los An­
geles. The San Pedro and W il­
mington Spanish-American club 
held a party last Saturday 
night in San Pedro to help rai­
se funds for the Loyalist cause. 
I understand that about 300 
were present. They plan ano­
ther party September 12,

We had one meeting in W il­
mington Bowl in which I  think 
we raised close to 500 dollars. 
Our Wilmington Epic-Democra­
tic club is tonight going to lay 
plans for getting together with 
union labor and other progres­
sive organizations here in the 
harbor district to have the film 
“ The Spanish Earth" shown 
here: and the proceeds will go 
toward providing medical care 
and food for the needy Loyalist 
people o f Spain.

I  realize that you cannot 
write many individual letters, 
but I hope you will write of­
ten to the Epic News because 
in that way thousands o f peo­
ple read your letters and learn 
just what is going on in Spain.

With best wishes, your 
friend B.

Wilmington, Cailf. August 
26, 1937.

HOW GARCIA LORCA 
WENT TO HIS DEATH

(C oa tiou p il fro m  pAgp 9.)

with blood, and gazed at them. 
Astounded the Civils climbed 
into their autos. Only lA. Me­
dina came closer. He struck 
the poet over the head with 
the butt o f his pistol. This ti­
me Garcia Lorca collapsed to 
the ground enriched by his 
blood for the last time. Medi­
na discharged three barrel­
loads of bullets into the lifeless 
body.

“There the poet remained 
unburled—in front o f his Gra­
nada."

(C on tin u ed  fro m  pAge T.<

Dear Z : We received you let­
ter and were oerW nly glad to 
hear from  you, as we heard a 
nimor around here that you 
had been killed. Well, your let­
ter assured us that it was, a f­
ter all, only a rumor...

The Local is still going 
strong... P. D. is working out 
of the hall again, and Ted is 
out organizing for the A.F. of 
L. and I’m atUl pounding the 
typewriter. That was a . very 
interesting letter you sent us, 
80 interesting in fact that the 
Publicity Committee put it on 
the front page of our bulletin, 
as you will notice when you 
read the one I  enclose.,,

District 88 of the I.L.A. has 
gone C.I.O. with a big bang. 
We voted down here in favor 
o f it too. So, now the name of 
the organization is; The Inter­
national Longshoremen’s and 
Warehousemen’s Union, no lon­
ger affiliated with J.P, Ryan 
or the I.L.A. Now it is  the
I.L.W.U. Hooray for Harry 
B ridge!

Your friend has been paying 
your duM, Z., so you need not 
worry about that. When do you 
think you'll be home again? 
Or do you intend to settle down 
there and marry that little good 
looking Spanish nurse you 
were telling us about fWhat do 
you think m y heart is made 
o f ? ? ? ) .

Write real soon and tell us 
more news.

Best o f luck.
M. T.

drink made out of saccharine 
and syrup.

We sauntered down towards 
the Prado. Our by now “ com­
rade” was amused to see the 
statue o f Cybeles in the Plaza 
del Castelar encased in a brick 
covering to protect it against 
shrapnel. "La Linda Tapida” , 
the Covered Beauty, the Ma- 
drilefioe have rechristened their 
dear goddess. Apollo and Nep­
tune further down the Prado 
had similar encasements.

Nothing quite so endeared 
proletarian Madrid to our an­
cient friend, as the care with 
which the palms and shady oak 
trees and the green walks of 
the Prado had been kept up. 
With an effort, he even suffe­
red the new name that the Ave­
nue had been given, “Avenue 
of Proletaria,n Unity” . And atl 
the mansions and little pala­
ces that had been taken over 
by various organizations he 
was easily reconciled to: 
"From what I have already, 
seen, they will get better care 
and be placed to  better uses 
now.”

Finally we reached the Mu­
seum of the Prado, one o f the 
most famous in the world. The­
re we were told that all the 
valuable art treasures and as 
many as could be saved from 
the Duke o f Alba’s palace, 
which had been fired by fas­
cist incendiary bombs, had been 
transferred to safety, chiefly 
in Valencia, where they were 
being catalogued, “ I must go 
there", the old man said. "Can 
I  get a train?” W e told him 
he’d travel much faster In a 
camion, especially if  it was dri­
ven by an American from the 
Auto Park.

We went up towards the 
beautiful “Retiro Park” . It is 
bordered by what was the Ca­
lle de Alfonso X in  in 1920, the 
Calle de Alcalá Zamora In 1936, 
and today Is Calle de Reforma 
Agraria. This tickled us al­
most as much as the Calle de 
Milicias Ifarxistas Unificadas, 
which ran Into it.

In the shady “ Retiro” we sat 
down on a bench. Everything 
here seemed like old times to 
Comrade Baedeker. An old man 
was sleepily reading his news­
paper. A  mother was crochet-

ting. Her baby was playing ii 
the dirt. Karl relaxed and stret­
ched out his spindly legs. Bu: 
then the 15.5’s began to muttei 
In the distance. Karl looked 
us as if to say, "Shouldn't we 
get back to our bookstore rs- 
fu g io?” But our bench neigli- 
bors put him to shame. "Thd 
sound far o ff” , said the m o t^  
and returned to her knitting 
“They are less dEingerous wbec 
they hit the dirt, than whet 
they hit the paving stones" 
said the old one from  in hi' 
newspaper.

Comrade Baedeker c<'uld ooi 
help but love this gallant Ma­
drid.

j .  p. I.

SPA N ISH  Y O U T H  MEETS
[CoQ trm tcii from  l . j

1. The J. S. U. dedicates It- 
seli to strengthening the Alisa- 
za de la Juventud. (This is tW 
national organization made op 
of different youth groups. Tl'- 
J. S. U.. which is the unifica 
tlon between Socialist aW 
Communist youth. Is part ol 
this larger body.)

2. Culture is no longer tW 
privilege of the powerful fe*- 
but a social function open ft' 
all youth. He explained how 4® 
institutions of learning weF 
closed down by the fascist 
on the other hand hundreds n* 
new schools have been opened 
by Republican Spain. The s»- 
laries in fascist territory had 
been brutally cut, whereas ir 
loyalist Spain wages have i® 
creased.

3. E fforts must be made 1- 
raise the cultural level of tW 
peasant youth, and also thd' 
working conditions. Land mui 
be given to those peasant
era who desire it.

4. To work for unity amoni 
all youth at all times, perfof®'’ 
Ing constructive work tW' 
tends to build harmony.

5. To wipe away aU cou®’ 
ter-revolutionary forces
try to split the youth, 
ciaily Trotskyites.

6. To intensify work in 
centers of production, ralsiff 
the cultural level o f the yout̂  
in the factories,

7. Above all to organize tl>' 
youth in one organization ^  
combat against fascism, in ^  
der to win the war.

J. *■

D IA N A  <U. O. T .).—L a n a . S. MadiM

Ayuntamiento de Madrid




