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A M E R I C A N  C O N G i t S S M E N  P L E D G E  TO 
C A R R Y  O N  W O R K  F O R  L O Y A L  S P A I N

Two distingulsht'd United 
States Congressmen, visiting 
ia Spain, Jerry O’Connell, Mon­
tana Democrat, and John T. 
Bernard of the Minnesota Far- 
aier-Labor Party in speaking 
over Station EAK In Madrid 
Oct. 22nd, pledged to carry on 
«''en a more vigorous campaign 
tor the cause of the loyal 
^ani.sh people when th'ey get 
l>3ck home.

‘'Wherever we have gone", 
•Connell said, "the story has 

the same. The Spanish 
ople nove shown a spirit and 

^termination that is ahsolu- 
'y unbeatable. In visiting the 

tfont on the University City 
*wtor, we saw the famous 
•treet barricades that were 

■cted in the early days of 
war. T^cy arc an example 

the superhuman effort of 
^Wch the Spanish people are 
®̂ P8.blo, The barricades are 
*turdy walls of cement and 
*’dck. On seeing them, I 

lUght they had been built 
‘"'er a period of montiis, not 
'*ly because there are so many 

them but because they are 
"1 splendid Jobs of heavy ma- 
*®hry. The fact is, however. 
*̂ at they were all built within 
i* period of twenty-four hours. 

 ̂stiu do not see how that was 
^bianly possible."

O'Connell continued, "It is 
^ci.sely this superhuman zeal 

the Spanish people that ex- 
Plairis why the Rebels and 
^®scist Invaders have never 
&̂ken Madrid and. In my opi- 

“ion, never will. They have had 
*■0 admitted superiority in arms 

aviation, which the Span-

Bernard and O’Connell Speak on Madrid 
Radio to America; Impressed by Spanish 

People’s Fight Against Big Odds.

JOHN T , D ERN ARI) 

^filln^a(lta r a rm cr -L a b o r it c

¡.all Republic has been unable 
to purchase liecause of the so- 
called non-intervention agree­
ment. They haver even had an 
ai-my of nearly 200.000 Italians 
to help them. But this supe­
riority in materia] strength 
could never equal the great 
courage of the Spanish people. 
I fully realize that these ob­
servations Jiavc been made be­
fore by many others. However, 
seeing and experiencing Ma­
drid ia so impressive that it
i.s difficult to talk of anything 
else. It brings home, as nothing 
else doe.s, how cruelly betrayed 
Spanish Democracy has been 
by the other democratic coun­
tries. It brings home, too, the 
urgent need for changing the 
c;ause o f that betrayal—the so- 
called non-intervention policy 
o f the democratic countries.

"It is now obvious that this

]H nH Y  O 'C O N M ÍU ,

D eiiiocrnL rroiu  d ie  b to le  o f  •'^tonfuna

policy has done but one thing. 
It has permitted Fascist Ger­
many and Italy to send unli­
mited quantities o f arms, am­
munitions, aviation and even 
whole brigades to cru.sh liber­
ty and democracy in Spain. 
A fter seeing the situation at 
first hand I, for one, do not 
believe that this one-sided kind 
o f non-intervention can be per­
mitted to continue. It is an 
open invitation to the Fascist 
aggressors to provoke .so-called 
civil wars and then move in 
with their armed battalions to 
carry Fascism throughout the 
world."

O'Connell concluded by .say­
ing, "It ia timo for the de­
mocracies, if they arc to safe­
guard tlic liberty and indepen­
dence of their people, to  exert 
every legal and economic ef­
fort to stop the Fascist aggres­

sors. That is the only way 
that liberty and de.nocraoy, 
not only here in Spain, but 
throughout the world can be 
protected.”

FE-AIhS WOULD tV.VR

Congressman Bernard told 
his radio listeners how impfes- 
.sed he was in seeing soldiers 
spending their spare time 
learning to read and write. 
"There arc actually .schools in 
the front line trenches", he 
.said.

“■We have also seen children 
hr-py  at work and play in new . 
scnools, o f w'hich there is still 
a great shortage. The new 
aciiools arc admirable and com­
pare moat favorably with any­
thing I have seen in the Uni­
ted States.”

Speaking of the rights de­
nied to the Republic by world 
power.s, he added, "...we since­
rely liope that those democra­
tic nations that have thus far 
refused to accoi-d the legally 
and democratically elected Go­
vernment the right to purchase 
arras and ammunition will soon 
realize that such a policy di­
rectly aids y>e aggressor for­
ces.

"Continued fajlurc to grant 
the Spanish Republic its pro­
per rights will, we fear, has­
ten the coming of a new world 
war—with aU its consequent 
dangers to liberty and demo­
cracy, as President Roosevelt 
80 well pointed out in his Chi­
cago speech.

(Dofitiliuril QP ft*}
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BILL LAWRENCE, IN FAREWELL TO AMERICANS IN 
SPAIN, INTRODUCES COMMISSAR JOHN GATES

Bill Lawrence, popular aaid 
hardworking American Politi­
cal Commisaai' of the Interna­
tional Brigades Base, has left 
Spain after a long period of 
unstinting and fruitful activity 
to take up important work el­
sewhere.

His place will be taken by 
John Gale-S, who has spent mo­
re than a half year on the 
Cordoba front, as Adjutant Po­
litical Commtssar o f the 86th 
Brigade. Comrade Gatea, who 
arrived in Spain early in Fe­
bruary. reached the Cordoba 
front on April 1. There he was 
successively a company com­
missar, then Political Com’mis- 
.sar of the 20tiJ Battalion, and 
finally the acting Commissar 
of the entire Brigade. A  state­
ment on his activities by Lieu­
tenant-Colonel Aiorandi, Com­
mander of the 86th Brigade, is 
printed elsewhere in this issue.

MKSISAtiK TO MEN’

Tu making bia departure 
’  luiin\’n. Comrade Lawrence loft 

the following message tu the 
American comrades in eveiw
I. B. unit la Spain:

"I am sorry that I could not 
•say goodbye in person to all of 
the men with whom I have bad 
occasion to .speak during the 
many months we have been 
here together. To do this would 
have meant my remaining he­

re for at least another month, 
going from one unit to ano­
ther. Unfortunately this was 
impossible, as you will easily 
understand.

“ In leaving I have many 
things to say - but you alrea­
dy know what they are. All of 
ua - all o f us who have done 
what we came here to do, all 
o f us who have held down our 
vaiiouB jobs and held them 
down well - will know tlial 
few word.s are needed. So I 
will skip the apecches and ma­
ke this farewell abort and to 
the point.

o t ; k  r b c o b d  h k u e

“ The Americans liave been 
here for almo-st a year. In that 
time we have earned the praise 
and the respect not only o f the 
Spanish people, but of the Peo­
ple's Army of Spain and its 
tireless leaders. tVe have work­
ed with all o f the nationalities 
wliich compose the Internatio­
nal Brigades, and tlie best tes­
timony to our value here is 
that which jcflects well not 
only on us, but on the job which 
all o f us have done here -  the 
fact that after 16 months of 
war Republican Spain and its 
org}a.iiiz«ti ai-my are puslilng 
the fight against the enemy in 
a mannei' that would have been 
impossible a half year ago. We, 
»-■< one small part of tlic Peo­
ples' Army, should be proud 
of this fact; we should be mo­
re than ever determined to con­
tinue the fight to its only lo­
gical conclusion —  \ictoiy for 
democratic Spain.

C A iu ii' o n :

“ If we carry on as we have 
done in the past, improving 
-slowly but .surely In all of our 
work, 1 will be more than sa-

T C

THE RECORD OF JOHN GATES 
AT THE FRONT, AS DESCRIBED 
BY HIS BRIGADE COMMANDER

86 BRIGADA MIXTA — MANDO

The adjutant Political Conimlssiir o f the 86th Bri­
gade, Comrade JOHN GATES, was one o f the organi­
zers of the 20th International Battalion that left the 
Base at Madrigueras on March 20, 1937.

turned Political Commissar of the 2nd Company 
( Anglo-^Vmerican Company), he was the political and 
organizational spirit of the Company which In all o f 
the battles engaged in at the Fozoblanco front demons­
trated great fighting courage and a truly antifascist 
spirit. The good worit of Comrade GATES inculcated 
a high morale In the men.

In the Company’s difficult moments, he was given 
a special mission by the Slilltary Command that ho 
accomplished with brilliant capacity and a genuine spi­
rit o f sacrifice.

Subsequently, ho exerted all o f his energies in main­
taining the antifascist and fighting spirit o f tlie 20th 
International Battatiun tvhich found itself in difficult 
situations.

He took a leading part In the reconstruction and re­
organization of the Battalion after suffering heavy los­
ses in the many battles it engaged In. As a speciol 
lionor lie was proposed as Brigade I’olittcnl C’ommlssar, 
AVhile waiting for the official appointment, he was 
designated Adjutant Folitlcsl Commissar.

,\11 of Ihe missions that were i.mposed upon him were 
satisfactorily carried out. He lias gained a high 
reputation of not only among all o f tile constituents 
of the 20th Battalion, but also in Brigade Headquar­
ters and in the Brigade Itself.

His transfer to more important work is felt ver.v 
keenly by the Brigade because we lose in .lOHN OA­
TES, a true comrade and an excellent Folitirai Com­
missar in every aspect.

Brigade Headquarters, Valscqulllo, Octolier 10, 1937.

C om m ander o f  the B rigade, A ctin g  
C om m ander o f  the S ector  (SlgneiK, 
L t, C olonei M O R A N D I, 86 Brigade,
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tlsfied. And so, I am sure, will 
we all be. My leaving at this 
moment wa.s a neces.sary thing, 
and it will cause no break in 
the work hei e - -  my successor 
could not have been better cho­
sen than Comrade John Gatea, 
fresh from almost seven months 
in the lines.

"If you give him the coope­
ration which you have given 
me, I shall be more than sa­
tisfied; and so, I believe, will

Comrade Gates. But he wü* 
.soon see you and speak to 
for himself.

"Carry on just as you ha'"* 
carried on. improving alwaj* 
together with our British 
Canadian comrades, as well 
with all our other nationallti®* 
ill the I. B., and with our Sp»’'" 
ish fellow-fighters.

".Salud, comrades!”

B IL L  L A W R E N C E
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TO T H E  B R I T I S H  B A T T A L I O N
D«ar Comradea,

A few days ago I travelled 
to the front at Quinto in order 
to explain to the Battalion the 
reesons for my recall to En­
gland. Although we succeeded 
In getting to the trenches it 
was not possible in the cir­
cumstances to talk with aJi the 
comrades either collectively or 
IndiviJually. However we weri- 
able to discuss the position 
Wth leading comrades and ex­
plain to them.

The fact Is that In a few 
»eeks time there la to be the 
l-aniuial election of the South

K d lir '

’ ''ales Miners’ Executi^je, and 
 ̂la considered necessary that 

’  teturn in time far the elec- 
My stay and work hero 

9paln has been made possi- 
by the consent and appro­

'll given by the Executive of 
Wiich I am a member.

It is understood that the 
®®utb Wales Minera’ Federa- 
^  is now undoubtedly one of
lb* most powerful forces within

he v.tD 
. to yu“

3u ha^ 
alwaj* 
ish ah'* 
well a» 
>nalltl0* 
r &p8d'

IhtB

Labour Movement In Bii- 
*̂ '1 in the fight for Unity and 

for Spain. This being so it 
Very necessary that those 

tight for such a policy be 
•fain returned to its Executi- 
** Council. I therefore trust 
'**at my departure to England 

this purpose will meet with 
^Ur whole hearted approval.

 ̂came to work in Spain last 
^Pril and since that time there 

been very big changes 
^ Icu la ry  within our Batta- 

There is no doubt but that 
Battalion went through ao- 
of its most difficult times 

bring these months. The pro- 
we have had to overco- 

* have for us very important 
***8008 and too much cannot be 

of them.

ill
k'ould therefore like to 

bw attention to some mat- 
that have been of conslde-

A Message from Bill Paynter 
On His Departure from Spain

rabie importance iu these 
months.

There have been difficulties 
which ire  natural in the forma­
tion o f an army such as oura. 
Obviously in an army that is 
being forged in the actual pro­
cess of struggle, unavoidable 
organisational weaknesses ari­
se. They arise because not only 
are we building a new army 
but we are also building an ar­
my of an entirely new charac­
ter, one which is an expression 
of the will o f the people them- 
selvfts-

The goal i.s a conscious goal 
and the army is the weapon 
with which it will be attained. 
There must be no false concep­
tions about the role of the ar­
my, there must be no false con- 
cepti<nis about the duty and 
the responslbilltiea of every 
soldier in its ranks.

In ttie political commissariat 
the comrades have an organi­
sation through which criticism 
and suggestions may be made 
and in this way there exists 
the means whereby the comra­
des can give expicasion to 
their problems.

PEOPLE’S AKMV in i'F E - 
KENT

These are the two main 
points in which the Spanish 
People’s Army differs from an 
imperiahat army. First, the aim_ 
is one which expresses the will 
o f the people; second, the sol­
diers within its rank have the 
possibility of organised discus­
sion on tlie problem.s which 
concern them.

In little else doe.s it differ 
froir.i aji Imperialist army. The 
People's Army must be disci­
plined and efficienl. Commands, 
no matter how difficult at ti­
mes it may be to carry them 
out, must be promptly obeyed 
and without question. Discipli­
ne must be strengthened and 
there must be a political under­
standing of the reasons why 
absolute obedience to the Com­
manders is a vital necessity for 
victory.

During tills period we have 
lo.st several of our most devo­

ted and heroic comiades. Men 
like BUI Meredith, Charlie 
Goodfellow, Bob Elliot and 
others whose tlreles.s energies 
have given our Briti.sh Batta­
lion the proud record it now 
holds. Their names are synony­
mous with heroism and seif- 
sacrifice as undying as the pre­
stige and record of British Vo­
lunteers in Spain.

With their example as the 
guide our Battalion cannot go 
far wrong- It will be discipli­
ned with that .“elf disciplino 
that was theirs; it will be loyal 
wiUi a devotion that even death 
cannot destroy; it will be cou­
rageous but not fooUiardy, and 
cautious but not cowardly; in 
a word it will be a Battalion

worthy of the principles rniil 
aime of the Popular Army.

The Government forces are 
ntiw on the offensive and this 
ill itself bears witness to the 
tremendous growth and deve­
lopment of the Popular Army. 
We cannot pay too high a tri­
bute to the people of Spain and 
the Popular Front Government, 
when we remember that this 
powetful army has been forged 
even while, wltli immense han­
dicaps, the Fa.sciats were being 
kept at hay. Only the profound 
faith and determination of a 
democratic people in the cau­
so they were fighting couUI 
have accomplished this, Such 
an example should sharpen our 
intelligence and better equip iis 
to paUicipate in the progressi­
ve movements of our own coun­
tries.

This experience should give
lloutiniK’fl VII

\  i . ' ''
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AN OLD, OLD STORY
The Anglo-French lion, which 

at the Nyon Conference and in 
eome subsequent roarings show­
ed signs of an unaccustomed 
vigour, has since had a sad re­
lapse. The boast was metamor­
phosed into a crab and scuttl­
ed back into the crevices of 
the Non-Intervention Commit­
tee. The old trouble began as 
soon as France and Britain be­
gan to make concessions to 
Mussuliui after Nyon. We al­
ready know too well the sort 
of fruit that grows on this tree 
of “conclliátion” — increased 
Italian intervention in Spain, 
■filis was accompanied by an 
ominous rattling of the Roman 
.sv/ord in the international scab­
bard: tlie sending of more Ita­
lian troops to Libya as a frien­
dly reminder to Britain that 
she has interests in Egypt; 
Mussolini's blatant solidarity 
with Japan; the announcement 
tiiat Italy will not paiticlr- .e 
in conversations, meetings or 
conferences without the pie- 
sence of. or a formal invitation 
to the third member 'of the 
triumvirate against humanity; 
the Berlin prophecy that “The 
Eunice of tomorrow will be 
fascist" - the propliet has 
doubtless inheiiled his gifts 
from a gentleman who was 
going to enter Madrid on a 
white home many months ago 
— and the Berlin threat; “When 
words do not suffice it is ue- 
cessary to resort to arms.”

The result of it all is that 
the Non-Intervention Commit­

tee is meeting once again. Ap- 
pai'ently it lias not been consi­
dered necessary to re-christen 
40,000 troops in Spain—having 
in actual fact considerably mo­
re thaji twice that number— 
and although the problem of 
a re-christening would provide 
a magnificent field of action 
for a new sub-sub-committee.

It is early to forecast the re­
sults of this meeting. Italy and 
Oermany are still bargaining 
with tlie withdrawal of foreign 
troops as a weapon to secure 
belligerent rights for the “ Ge- 
neraliasimo". A s usual one voi­
ce has spoken and will speak 
firmly and clearly against the 
manoeuvres and threats o f the 
fascists and the waverings and 
concessions o f the democracies 
-  the voice of the represen­
tative of the U. S. S. R. One 
thing is clear -  so long as 
Britain and France fail to take 
a fiiTO stand against the ag­
gressors, so long as they allow 
interiiatiimal law and the right.s 
of tlie Spanish Republic ami 
the Chinese people to be trampl­
ed underfoot in the name of 
a “peace" which is no peace 
and only a delay while the fa­
scist pack is gathering fo r  the 
kill, so long will the shadow 
of war hang over Europe and 
the world.

But the waverings cannot last 
forever. The Governments of 
France and Britain have to rec­
kon with the people, and the 
people of France and Britain 
want to live in a world o f pea-

^  ■ ■

iv-'i

' v-JJ
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/

- _ f . .  ___________

ce and progress, not in a vast 
powder magarine. Horiur and 
anger at the criminal barba­
rism of the fascist attack on 
Spain and China is sinking de­
ep into their hearts, and the 
Edens and Co. will not always 
be able to hide in sub-commit­
tees.

In his spéech on October 5th 
the President of the United

States said: “The peace, 
freedom and the security 
90 of the population of 
woi’ld is being jeopardised b; 
the remaining 10 who an 
threatening a breakdown of 
international order and law 
rely the 90 can and mus 
find some way to make Uw 
will prevail."

X. E.

THE DEATHS O F  C O M R A D E S
FRY A N D  W H A ILEY

The Biitish Battalion has ai/ain ¡niffeied the loss of 
some of its finest l umrades in the death uf llriiold Fry, 
Battalion Com7nander and Biic Whalley, Battalion Po­
litical Commissar.

Both comrades were hilled on October 13th, U-adhuj 
the Buttaliim in action at Fuentes de Ebro. In the same 
action we also lost another very ijood cotm-ade, Seraeant 
Robínsíni,

Harold Fry had a con.sistent and intcrestinc/ revolu­
tionary recoi-d. H e was a member of the Communist 
Party since 1933 and also a member of the Edinburyh 
Brunch of the National Boot and Shoe Operatives. He 
first came to Bpain in December 1936 and was appointed 
Lieutenant in command of the Machine Gun. Company. 
H e was captured by Ike fascists togethtrr with 28' of 
ii.s men at Jaramn on February I3th. The trench they 
occupied was cut o ff by the Moors who used the su it- 
t-rfuije o f singing the “ InternatioHar and adva ncin/i to 
our lines with the red front suhtie giving the impces.vioii 
that they were coming over to our side.

The captured comrades were retained in rebel terii- 
iory until the end of May, their lives being saved by <i 
Oerman officer who recognised the value of Biitish pri- 
80)ter.s-as hostages. Despite that all the comrade.s were 
tried and F ry uHis sentenced to death, the trial being 
cortifiicfed nt Talavera in Spanish without an interpreter. 
The local officials refused to accept the responsibility 
for signing the' death warrant U7ul it was sent to Franco 
for ratification. The sentences were never carried out 
and comrade Fry and twenty three others were even­
tually exchajiged for fascist prisoners in the Government 
territory and they returned to Britain cm May 28th.

A fter a brief propaganda tour comraAe F ry retwtied 
to Spain in August. He became the commander of the 
British Battalion after the Belchite offensive. His death 
has I'obbed the Battalion of an excellent wiitfary com- 
iiiunder and of a comrade whose whole life had been 
devoted to the anti-fascist struggle.

Eric Whalley, ic«,s a comrade who in the sko>t time 
ho was here hud shown excellent possibilities as a poli­
tical workei'. ¡Te becamr Battalion Uommissar at the 
same time as F iy  became the Battalion Commander 
and they were un excellent combination for the militai-y. 
IMlitical leadership of the Battalion.

Wkalley's previous history in Britain was of the same 
C live political characte}-. Prior to becoming the Mans­
field organiser of the Comnii»n.i,sf Party he had been a 
very active member o f the I. L. P. and had been the 
iVafionnZ Cliairnmn of the Affiliation Committee which 
leas formed in the /.  L. P. in order to brmg about the 
affiliation of the / .  L. P. to the Communist Party. In 
addition to this he icos an active propagandist and had 
also been prominent in f^e Unemployed Movemenf. For 
tivo years he had bvrn the Chairman nf the Notts amt 
Derby DistMct of the National Unemployed Workers 
Movement.

H e will be inouined, not only by the comrades in the 
Biitish Battalion but also by the Notts and Derby 
workers who knew him as an active and intelligent 
revolutionary workei-.

A. II.
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OWARDS THE UNITED FRONT IN BRITAIN
Tbe temper o f the British- 
^  has been shown, if any

Hii(i

anf

^  owing were needed, by the 
A-nof^ ^  it gave to Mosley, the 
1 law SB jjgyg imitator o f the
,nd mui HU jmd Berlin assassins, 
ke tila Half a million strong, on 

aday, October 4ih, it stop- 
A. E. d his gang o f hirelings, ga- 

ered from  over Britain, from 
ilcLing the pi-ovocative 
h through Bermondsey, 

CC fierce bludgeoning^
C w  Bt the police.

Tvi-o nights later, ten thou- 
people, drawn from every 

turn of society, and includ- 
K even the Archbishop of 
ffitee-bury, met at the Albert 
& ongly condemned
ilpresent savagery of Jape- 
I» fascism, calling upon the 

■Mmment to take the lead 
itaking measures to stop it. 
7et in between these two 
•sots, .signs o f the overwhelm- 

halred of the people for 
Wisin, tlie Labour Party Con- 
*eoce was held at Bourne- 
«kh and decided by 1,730,000 

to 373,000 against the 
atiiin of a United Anli- 

**lst Front.

NO DEFEAT
^ s  this signify a defeat 

the. progressive forces in 
Labour Movement? At 
sight it does, yet without 
Ising the seriousness of 

Position, an examination of 
results o f the Conference 

a whole show vary definite 
'«hoes towards Unity, and 
t la more important, laid 
ha.«is for further advances 

the future.
 ̂^  the first day of the Con- 

hee, an expected- triumph 
Won wlien the policy of 

telu reactionary elements 
' the Trade, Union Movement, 

hy Pirnest Bevin, was de- 
J'̂ Weiy defeated. Bevin had 

ared proposals, which if 
^ red  would have meant the 

'nation o f the Labour Pax- 
” Shterutivc by the block vote 

^  the Trade UniSns for ano- 
year at least. Bevin was 

to operate this policy, 
"*haus,. o f the evident desire 

the <‘onstituency Labour 
^ie.-, to elect to the Execu- 

certain leaders o f the 
This desire is shown by

the results of the Executive 
elections immediately after the 
defeat of Bevin’s proposals, 
when a larger number o f the 
'•Left" were chosen than evee' 
before. Staífoiii CrLpp.s and 
Harold Laski, threatened by 
the Executive with expulsion 
for their Unity efforts, -were 
chosen as representatives of 
the rank and file, while George 
Strauas came very near to 
election. Others who have 
fought in the past and still are 
fighting for Unity, both in Uie 
Constituency Section and in

^'I’AI'l-'O RD  c n i M 's  

p u p u l.ir  It-uder o f  the U n ite d  f r o n t  
ino>em<*u< in  B rita in

the Women's Section, were also 
elected.

This advance was the first 
fruit of the democratisatiou of 
the Labour I'aa-ty.

t 'A i ;S E S  N O  D E JE C T IO N

Thf defeat o f the Unlte.l 
Front motion, by a greater 
majority than Lliti reji;cti,..u of 
Communist Party affiliation 
•last year, has caused no de­
jection amongst the fighters 
for Unity because it is borne 
in mind that the Miners' Fe­
deration-. which last year threw 
its weight on the side o f Uni­
ty, this year voted against. 
Tilts was due to some doubtful 
measures adopted by the Fe­
deration leadership at the an­
nual conference held in July, 
when 259,000 voi«‘s were cast 
foi- Unity and 280,000 against, 
to swing over the small vote 
of the Derbyshire miners 
against Unity. If- thi.s had not 
been done, a small majority

would have been registered for 
Unity, and the 500,000 miners' 
votes would have brought the 
vote at the Labour Party Con­
ference up tu 800,000. It Is ge­
nerally acknowledged Uiat tbe 
vote registered did not tally 
with the real feeling of the 
Conferaice.

In reporting on the Confe­
rence, William Meilor makes 
the following comments.

HALL PACiKED
"To say that there is no des­

pondency or sense o f defeat in 
the minds of the “ Left” is me­
rely to underline a fact. No one 
who wa.s present at the Unity 
meeting in the Bournemouth 
Town Hall on Tuesday night 
could for one moment think 
that the Bournemouth Confe­
rence was the eclipse o f the 
"Left". The Hall was packed 
tu capacity. The audience was 
not merely enthusiastic, but 
quietly convinced of the rlght- 
nes.s o f the case. And it liste­
ned tu speeches that were wor­
thy of the occasion. Above all, 
to a .speech from  Aneurln Be- 
vlii, that not even the enemies 
of the Unity Oarapaigii could 
forebear to cheer,”

The Boumemoutli Conforeu- 
ce has opened to those who 
siipixnt the Unity Campaign 
opportun-itles wliioh will not be 
thrown away. Within the La- 
boru Party the fight which the 
Unity Campaign has urged 
upon the rank and file and 
leadership will be strengthened 
and sustained.

o .  r .  <i.

h a i u u .d  i .\ 9 k i
a n d  u f im iio tl AC*

ttuu aniuii^ w vrL^rb’  urynnijAl<iub»

W.P.A. TEACHERS 
FIRMLY SUPPORT 
LOYALIST SPAIN
Dear Brotlier Editor:

I  wish it were possible for 
you to be In our Union hall 
when the announcement Is 
made that the bun<lle o f "Vol­
unteers” has, arrived. There is 
a rush for them that speaks 
moro than a million words can 
of the solidarity felt by our 
members for the cause o f the 
Spanish people. The article 
"Trotskyist Traitors” in the 
Sept. 13th issue aroused great 
intere.st. For In our Union 
these disciples of Trotzlcy have 
carried on their disruptive tac­
tics to the point Where niem- 
bcrslilp meeting.^ instead of 
Ixiing occasions for diacussioii 
o f plans for safeguarding and 
retaining our jobs were turned' 
into demogogic haranguings 
and petty wrangllng.s on their 
part. But the members finally 
got wise to them and now they 
tread softly.

Eagemeaa to read Uie "Vol­
unteer" la not our only display 
of solidarity. We have given 
the following concrete aid:

1. Fifty-three members went 
(iver to fight. Some have al­
ready given -Lheii- lives. Others 
like L- L. who has jimt l>een 
made a cciumander in the I. 12. 
still fight on.

2. Two Tiiou-sand Dollar.-i 
has been raised. Part of it is 
being uscil to purcliase an am­
bulance In jionor o f Joe Streis­
and and we hope to send it In 
the early fall. The rest of the 
money has gone into the clgtir- 
cite ami comfort fund.

3. On Septemb.-!' btli, a 
.special Spain issue of our Utihm 
publicatii.n wa.s printed.

■I. On Sept. 24tli, a Spam 
rally was held at which time 
our membt-rship turned out in 
full force. And what a success 
it was. For one membei 
cxprc.-ised him.self, “ 1 felt like 
packing up and going right 
over thei-e” .

We won’t stop at the above. 
F.>r we have irarntd Uiat your 
tiglit is our fight loo. An-1 luitll 
Fnsel.sm is driven out of Spain 
our activities will not cease.

s.
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r flE  VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY

T H E  A R T  T R E A S U R E S  O F  M A D R I D
The front line trenches can 

be seen from  any tall build­
ing in Madrid, It takes 15 mi­
nutes to walk from the Hotel 
Victoria in the middle of the 
city to the Casa del Campo, 
and another ten minutes to 
reach the trench that look.s 
across 60 feet of sloping-, scrub-

M llJ ll .V U liN  t « r r y in g  a rt w o rk s  Co a 
aafi- j)ture b r fo rv  funcist «lie lU  o r  

liuuibs ritul I lir ir  iiiai'k

oak field at the earthworks of 
the Moors. Each day the fas­
cists shell Madrid, and each 
day a few  die as a result of 
the shelling. But life in the 
city continues, a little more 
tense, a little more difficult, 
yet buoyantly, hopefully. 

Madrileños are pi-oud of their 
city, pniud of Its history, proud 
of its art treasure.s. When air­
planes first began methodically 
to smash sections of Madrid, 
when shells first Ijegan to 
•slaughter people in the streets. 
Madrileños thought of two 
things -- barricades, so that 
the fascisU could never enter 
Madrid, and protection for the 
art treasures of Spain.

V.\INTINOS SALVAOKO

The Junta Central del Teso­
ro Artístico Nacional was for­
med to save paintings, sculp­
ture, fine furniture, pottery 
and church ornaments that 
are the pride o f Madrid and 
Spain. Even as the untrained 
troops fell back from  Toledo 
in the bloody first days o f the 
war, desperate men found ti­
me to remove valuable paint­

ings before they evacuated 
towns and to send them to 
Madrid for safe keeping. Peas­
ants and workers knew that 
all art work must be preser­
ved for future enjoyment and 
instruction when Spain again 
won peace.

The commission in charge of 
salvaging artistic works had 
an immense task. Not only 
must paintlng.s and other art 

. pieces be stored in safe places, 
but they must first be catalo­
gued, often cleaned, and then 
carefully packed.

The work began and has 
been carried on with Madrid 
under siege. The director and 
his staff are all experts, for­
mer professors o f art and o f­
ten artists themselves. The di­
rector said to us, “ Sometimes 
I hunger to return to my own 
painting. But this work is so 
important that now I  must 
sacrifice my own work to the 
far larger problem o f preserv­
ing Spanish art." In the Museo 
Arqueológico Nacional, the vast 
exhibition rooms have been 
reinforced with beams to pre­
vent the ceiling falling if the 
building is hit by a shell. On 
sturdy shelves, almost as wi­
de and long as the rooms, are 
ranged thousands of valuable 
treasures —  furniture and chi­
na, gilt clocks and row upon 
row of saints, censures, vest­
ments, crosses, images, all of 
which formerly adorned Catho­
lic churches. The most valua­
ble are packed in sand to pre­
vent shattering. Each object 
is carefully Inventoried and 
labelled, even the tiny statuet­
tes that formerly decorated a 
mantle in some manufacturer's 
home. And still the treasures 
pour in, new books are found 
that must be wrapped and 
crated, peasants ride fifty and 
one hundred kilometers in 
tlieir donkey carts to deliver 
a small article, because “it is 
from the house of a big land­
owner who left at the beginn­
ing of the invasion and it looks 
to us in our village to have 
value and beauty, though of 
course we know nothing of 
these things.”

Madrid Is admittedly not a 
safe place for such trea.sures. 
But It was Impo.ssible to eva­

cuate all objects simultaneou."!- 
ly. The immediate problem 
was to move the most famous 
paintings, particularly from 
the Prado and other important

lOL'.Nt; MII.IIIAMAN du.tiiig „rt
|i»ecc*B

collections. Paintings by El 
Greco, Titian, 'Velazquez, Go­
ya, Tintoretto and many others 
were carefully boxed in fire­
proofed material, slowly and 
laboriously moved to Valencia. 
Here they were placed in strong 
buildings in which the tempe­
rature could be carefully re­
gulated. For a brief time, so­
me paintings were stored in 
the vaults of the Bank of 
Spain  ̂in Madrid to keep them 
from harm during the bom­
bardments and until they could 
be taken fiom  the city. The 
damp vaults quickly caused 
mold to attack the paintings. 
The El Grecos and other can­
vases had to be cleaned -and

hi the cleaning the dirt am 
superimposed varnish diaap 
peared with the mold. PaleJ 
ings took on thtír origlni 
life and color, as though tlii; 
had been created yesterdaj 
The rescue work by expert 
had taught the commissio 
and art connoisseurs ever 
where new values in the paint 
ings they had so long admire 
and studied. As a result, el 
??esent before paintings an 
stored, lliey are carefully c !»

RAI

„Jwas th, ned. A legacy o f the war wu
be the complete catalogué 
of Spanish art, the cleanln) 
and revivifying of valuable 
paintings, and the rescuing d 
them from what was often tbr 
ignorant abuse o f private own­
ers or the clergy.

In addition, new art treasu­
res have been discovered, A 
wealthy dilettante had hidden 
a fine painting of the I’ lemlsb 
aitlst, Quentin Massys, in his 
house, for his sole enjoyment 
(and the possible increase in
market value). Another coUM"' *nse ca

thaf ha 
a loca 

all cant 
epherds 
fist Ch 
red irre] 
imple o 
painte 

ico'.s fli

FASCl

The fas- 
UTzed tí

art oftor had falsely labelled a paint* 
ing by the German, l-uciu»^pathy 
Cranach, as an Albrecht Du-| l̂d. To 
rer, and had kept the picture 
in hia house where no one couK*l 
see it except his few 
But o f even greater signiflc

guesU-J

■ 1̂
pjhough 

tried 
ta calci 

Striate,'
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was the discovery o f a lost 
extremely valuable E l Gre- 

thaf had hung on the walls 
a local court house, This 

Ail canvas, representing the 
ephercLs Worshipping the 
rist Child, had been consl- 
red irreparably lost. It is an 
unplp of the greatest Span- 

painter's work during Ei 
SCO’s finest period.
F A S C IS T  SL .A N D E R S 

C H E C K E D
The fascists o f course have 
ilTzed that the government's 

coll«^' tase campaign to preserve 
a paint* ! art o f Spain is apt to win 

huciu* hipathy from the outside 
cht Du-pld. To offset this sympathy, 

fascists have spread stories 
the government sought 

ttract aerial bombardment 
¡placing artillery on the roof 
the Prado; that the govern- 

sacked churches and des- 
d  religious art; that the 
■mment looted the houses 
0 wealthy who had deser­
to the fascist lines and 

royed the treasures. But 
propaganda is deliberate- 

and demonstratabiy false. 
'as the fascists who destro- 
tlie valuable collection of 
Duke of Alba by bnmb- 
the palace. No artillery 
was placed on the Prado 
or even near it -b y  testi- 

>y o f every art lover in

Madrid and by written deixxsi- 
tion o f the Prado’s director. 
Religious art has been collec­
ted and stored with special 
care.

While the struggle for exis­
tence goes on, the art of Spain 
is lovingly and meUculously 
guarded. While fascist shells 
daily explode and kill in the 
city streets, the careful, spee­
dy, intelligent care of Spanish 
culture has become the prima­
ry concern of the people who 
are suffering and dying in or-

I HIS l lic  w * y  MAiirikiiOi* “ d c8 (roy ’ * 
¿irl. T lic  fnnjouM statuo o f  t>ibelcH Í »  on e  
o f  M a d rid 's  m ain  a / p i n r c s  p ra tectad  

A t liirk  w a ll o f  l>i’j ( 'k  a n d  cou> 
0 1 ^tc to  re«ist fascist hon ihardm ents.

der to preserve their liberty 
and their cultural heritage. The 
struggle behind the lines is no 
less inteiwe, no leas efiicient, 
no less important lo Uio Repu­
blican government than the 
struggle to press trward mili­
tary victory- n. M.

I T A L I A N  C A S U A L T I E S
ough the Italian fascists 
tried to keep it a secret, 

' ¡3 calculated that of those 
Striated 0 their native land 

rebel Spain recently, 7,000 
been wounded; another 

^  went home on account of

The official figures from 
Rome indicate that until Sep­
tember, there have been 1,226 
Italian fascists killed here. 
The real figures, it is known, 
are considerably higher.

The Italian people are learn­
ing the cost o f Mussolini's 
aim.s.

Formation of Anti-Fascist 
People’s Front

A  very significant event in 
the course of politics and the 
war is the formation o f a ge­
neral all-embracing Antifascist 
People’s Front in Valencia. This 
has been preceded by similar 
set-ups in Aragon, Lérida, and 
Alicante and it is to be ho­
ped that it wiU be followed by 
more all over loyal Spain. It 
will be remembered that not 
long ago an antifascist youth 
alliance was formed to which 
all the youth organizations sub­
scribed. This is paving the 
tvay for that complete unity 
o f all antifascist forces so ne­
cessary for winning the war.
The Antifascist People's Front 

in Valencia was formed at a 
meeting on October 7th and ab­
solutely all parties and organ­
izations subscribed to its reso­
lutions to support and coope­
rate with the Government wi­
thout reserve and avoid all di­
visions in its ranks.

The representatives o f the 
syndical organizations and po­
litical parties—U. G. T.-G.N.T. 
ithe two big trade unions). 
Syndicalist Party, Communist 
I’ arty, Union Republicans, Va- 
lenclan de Plsquerra and Valen- 
cianista de Esquerra (both re- 
gionalist republican parties). 
Socialist Party. P. A. I. (Anar­
chists ), and Left Republican 
Party—with the object of co­
ordinating tlieir activities for 
the war and social advance­
ment, met and agreed upon the 
following;

l.st.—To end campaigns on 
the part o f speakers or the 
press which might prejudice 
antifascist unity or attacks on 
syndical organizations or poli­
tical parties which compose the 
Popular Antifascist Front.

2nd.—To respect and help 
the work of economic-industrial 
transformation effected by the 
workers and their syndicates 
or collectives, within the rules 
whicli aj’e fixed for this purpo­
se by the Government.

3rd.—To begin a campaign 
on the part of speakers and 
the press to keep up the mora­
le in the rear and make sura 
that the sxjfferinga of the an­
tifascist people in consequence 
of the war shall not be a field

to be profited by the agents 
of Fascism.

4th.—T o cooperate fo r  the 
greater efficacy o f the policy 
of prices and food supplies be­
gun by the Government.

5th,— To purify the syndical 
and political organizations, ex­
pelling o r  refusing admission to 
any individual who has not 
thoroughly proved his fidelity 
to the antifascist cause, which 
we are all defending.

6th,—To encourage the en­
largement o f the People’s ^ r-  
my, for the exclusive service of 
the antifascist cause.

7th. To study the numerical 
proportions of such local or­
ganizations as might be formed, 
by a  combination of syndical 
organizations and political par­
ties, composing the Popular 
Antifascist Front, suggesting 
this proposal to the necessary 
organizations.

8th.— To cooperate for the 
greater efñcacy o f the govern­
ments of the Popular Antifas­
cist Front.

In the constitution of the 
Popular Antifascist Front, we 
reaffirm our unahakoable ad­
herence to the legitimate Go­
vernment o f the Republic, gi­
ving a fraternal greeting to all 
the comrades who are fighting 
on the battlifield for tlie liber­
ty and Independence of Spain, 
as also a tender remembrance 
for all those fallen for the an­
tifascist cause.

-T u  miL il loakR Itkr ih c  KHtish F a »  

rci^n Poliej. •
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T l f E  V O U r N T E E R  F O R  L I B E R T F

Congressmen Pledge 
Support to Spain

(C n o llu u cd  fro m  |ib ío  1 .)

“'On our return to the Uni­
ted Slates we shall do every­
thing w)thin our powers to in- 
foion our cuiigrf^iional collea­
gues and the American people 
of the urgent necessity for 
granting to the Spanish people 
the aid they arc Justly entitled 
to hy intcrnaLionnl laiv. This 
CÍU1 be (lone simply by distin­
guishing between ihe aggre.s- 
sor and the vicUni. To do lees 
is not neuti'ality.''

L.\iT>í4 U E p r m ji
"dlie Spaninh Government", 

he pointed out, ig also doing 
man-cllous worh in the mat­
ter of preserving art treasures. 
Before coming Iwre, I had read 
many stories alwut the destruc­
tion of art works. That some 
art worljs have been d^tro- 
yed cannot bo denied. But cer­
tainly the Spanish Republic 
was not responsible. It waa 
U;o bombs and shells of tho 
R<‘bels, There is the best pro­
of. on the contrary, that the 
Government and the Spanish 
people are doing everything 
possible to protect and preser­
ve all those art trea.siirics that 
have not already be<rn destro­
yed by Rebel bombing. Only 
Lhi.s aftemoon I spent conside­
rable time goijig through one of 
the storohousas where the Go- 
venmient is cai-efully storing 
and iiKlexing works of art. He­
re in the city of Madrid sand­
bags and other protections ha­
ve been jdaced around the sta­
tues in the public parks to pre­
vent their destiuction by bom­
bing or shelling.

"I must say that Idiave bei-n 
deeply impressed by all tliis. It 
ia an inspiring sight to sec an 
heroic people building scliools 
and homes and taking care of 
its aa t treasures wliile fighting 
againrt a brutal fascist inva­
sion. I have seen with iny own 
eyes that th/%panish Republic 
determined to prevent tiic des­
truction o f the independence 
and democracy o f the Spanish 
people by Franco, Hitler and 
Muaaolini- And it is so confi­
dent o f winning that it is going 
ahead building a better Spain 
for the day when peace and 
democracy here will be once 
again secure."

DISTINGUISHING 
UNIFORM SIGNS 
FOR COMMISSARS

TO THE BRITISH 
BATTALION

fro m  |i(igr

For .some time there have 
been - Commissars who have 
been wearing insignia as Com­
missars o f War which do not 
correspond to tiiLae fixed by 
the Government.

In all circumsfancos and at 
all times our Commissars 
•should be on example of dis­
cipline. They should neither 
wear nor allow others to wear

•tĴ J

insignia distinct from those 
recognized by the Government.

These insignia are the fol­
lowing:

A five-pointed star in a cir­
cle, as the distinguishing mark 
of a Commissar. Undei' this 
should be worn:

A  red stripe for a Company 
Commissar.

Two red stripes for a Batal­
lón Commissar.

Three red stripes for a Bri- 
gade Commissar.

One gold stripe for a Divis­
ion Comrala.sar.

« J A L L O

C om m issar-In sp ector o f  the 
Internationa l B rigades,

US confidence for the future. 
Even closer relationships must 
be developed between ihe Bri­
tish In the Battalion and the 
Spanish comrades. In training, 
in reserve, on rest, in battle, 
there must be no separation by 
nationalities. We must see the 
fight as one o f a people for 
whonii national barriers do not 
exist.

Without this close cohesiiin 
o f all sections, companies, the 
Battalion cannot be an effecti­
ve fighting unit. W c have tlie- 
refore to remove bad habits of 
the past and attain a more In­
timate knowledge and .relation- 
•■’hip with our Spanisli comra­
des, Wito such unity in the 
command and tliroughout the 
Battalion every order and com­
mand will be responded to by 
a united and powerful Batta­
lion.

Our Battalion lias earned a 
name on the battlefronts of 
Spain of which we can be Justly 
proud. We have taken part in 
the most decisive battles in tlie 
war, and' contributed much to- 
wajd producing the present fa ­
vorable position for the Go- 
vernmont forces. The most de­
cisive battles are Just ahead.
It is our duty here and at ho­
me to continue to assist our 
Spanish comraides in every pos-

\N MEMORIAM'

JOE DALLET
P o lit i ia l  Coniiiiiaiiar o r  Ihe 
M A tlK liN ZlH  .  PAPJNEAL' 

B A IT A U O N

K illeil in  a e llo n  at F u en ire 
d e  E bru .

O L T O U E H -13  .  B a r

sible way until final victA' 
has beon won.

With thf.s a.i our aim * 
shall be able to continup ^ 
aecumplLsh our historic last 
here in Spain, and at the sa® 
time inspire the people of Bn 
tain into decisive action alonf 
side the peoples of the 
to crush Fascism and renrU' 
whorevei' it raises its head

Comrade.'!, I am proud to 
VO associated with the men ‘

V - y

our Battalion, Their exainf* 
will long be m y inspiration 
my revolutionary work whe- , 
ver it leads me, I am proud ^  
have contributed a little to W 
achievements ajid jiicdgc t o j  
my utmost in the same ran* 
at all times and wherever

A
I _«

cossary.
Salud.

B I L L  P A Y M E B

IH E  SO V IE T  U N IO N  w a r . b u l  ( b e »  « l l o r a  « r e  rea.l> (o  d e ftu d
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