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FOR LIBERTY

'he Peoples Of The World Are On The Side

Of The International Brigades And The Spanish
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To Don Manuel Azafia,
President of the Re-
public

The officer» and representatives of
the Garrison of Albacete, met tosether /
under the Presidency of the I'nder-Se-
cretary of War, Lieutenant Colonel Bo-
laflos, to celebrate tlie first anniversary
of the arrival of the Volunteers of the
International Brigades in Spain, semi
to tile lliustrious President of all the
Spaniards the expression of their admir-
ation and reaffirm their unshakable
support for the cause of the Libt'rty
xC and Independence of Spain. “pij
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Albacete A yde People Fervently Celebrate The An-

Albacete was bedecked with
banners, posters and placards. The
whole population was celebrating
October 17th- the anniversary of
the arrival in Spain of the first
Volunteers for Liberty—with a
magificent and enthusiastic féte.
The Park, filled with many-colou-
red triumphal arches, rang from
early morning with the cheers of
the crowd. All the centres of the
parties and organisations were
adorned with banners and strea-
mer.s and slogans affirming soli-
darity with the International Bri-
gades. The balconies of the offi-
cial buildings were ablaze with
colour.

The whole town lined the
streets and the great avenue whe-
re the troops were to parade. This
vast mass formed a living wall of
people who cheered themselves
hoarse greeting the interrational
fighters, a river of tirelea-s hands
from which rose great bursts of
applause.

The military review began at
11 a. m. The troops were inspected
by the Under-Secretary for Defen-
ce, Lieutenant Colonel Bolafios,
representing the Government; the
Under-Commissar General of War,
Comrade Pretel; the Military Go-
vernor of Albacete, Lieutenant
Colonel Mangada; the Civil Go-
vernor, Comrade Cazorla; the
Commissar-Inspector of our Inter-
national Brigades, Comrade Gallo;
and the Commander of the Base,
Comrade Bielov. The Madrid Peo-
ple's Front had sent a delegation
consisting of its Secretary and
Comrade Ovidio Salcedo of the So-
cialist Party.

The C. N. T, had sent a tele-
gram expressing its warm sup-
port of the commemoration and
apologising for being unable to be
represented at the ceremony. The
Delegation of the Spanish Com-
munist l'arty consisted of Comra-
(les "Pasionaria’’, Delicado and
Checa.

niversary (jThe
Lowered Honor Of Our Dead.

Magnificently equipped, the dif-
ferent units of the International
Brigades paraded in impressive
order. It was a great demon.stra-
tion of strength, unity and disci-
pline. The sight was breath-
taking.

The Pai-k iti>jiiziucd ncomclriful-
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The Republican flags floated in
the breeze and the bugles gleamed
in the light. The various section.s
parade: infantry, artillery, as-
sault battalions, services of the
rear. The people’'s emotion cannot
be described. There was a cease-
less storm of applau.se. Our volun-
teers did not hide their enthusiasm
as they pa.ssed before the Spanish
flag.

At the end of the military pa-
rade Lieutenant Colonel Bolafios,
Under-Commissar Pretel, the. Mi-
litary Governor Cazorla, Lieute-
nant-Colonel Mangada, and tlie
Inspector of the International Bri-
gades, Comrade Gallo, spoke K
the people. With deep feeling they
greeted the anniversary of the In-
ternational Brigades, They .spoke-
of the meaning of the solidarity
of the peoples and they cxpressi'd
their un.shakable confidence ui
victory. In the name of the Inter-
national Brigades Comrade Gaik'
made a moving .speech which wc
print on another page. He endi'l
by adressing 'stirring "vivas"
the People's Front Government,
the Army of the Republic and lo
the International Brigades, which
were taken up by the crowd with
irng applause.

A banquet followed at which all
the leading personalities were pre-
sent, together with the officers
who had come from ail the diffe-
rent Units. Lieutenant Colonel Bo-
lafils made a brief speech of gre-
eting on behalf of the Government
and its Army and expressed his

great satisfaction of being among
comrades all inspired with the
same spirit and the same deter-
mination. Then Lieutenant Colonel
Bielov addressed the Government,
the parties and organisations of
the People’s Front, and the Repu-
blican Army. He showed that the
organisation-of victory demanded
the ceaseless creation of reserves
and the maintenance of enthu-
siasm and discipline. His en-
tire speech was a demonstration of
confidence in the leaders of Repu-
blican Spain whom he presented
as men capable of inspiring the
final struggle against fascism. The
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THE IU 'M.AN tide pours through the streets...

Undcr-Commissar Pretel then paid
a tribute to "Pasionaria”, the
symbol of the glorious struggle of
the Asturian fighters.

He concluded with an appeal for
the rapl-d reali.-tatton of unity and
proposed the sending of the tele-
grams which we publish on the
first page.

“Pasionaria” greeted the Ixder-
national Brigades [l4tte name of
the Spanish wives'-and mothers
who cannot express their gratitu-
de to those who have come to de-
fend t~c liberties of the world on
Spani”™' soil. She paid a tribute
to the loyal military men who un-
reservedly supported the Republi-
can cause, who joined with peo-
ple’s fighters and mingled with
them whole-heartedly. She recal-
led the first days of the struggle,
when the Antifascists had only

their faith anii their enthusiasm,
together with a handful of offi-
cers who had remained faithful,
and when in their need they had
made an anguished appeal to the
democratic governments.

"Only the jicoplc in all the cor-
ners of the earth heard that call”,
she said. "But Spain wUI raise in
her heart an I'ternal monument lo

"

them.

The afternoon was occupied by
a magnificent meeting which took
place in the Bull-ring, and was
preceded by a splendid parade of
the International Brigades. The
Secretary of the Madrid People's
Front greeted the International
Brigades in the namii,of all Anti-
fascists, and pointed to the Bri-
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The Under-Secretary of State
for National Defence.

Political and military leaders of
the Spanish Republic.

Comrades and Volunteers.

A year ago the first volunteers
of our glorious International Bri-
gades arrived in Albacete.

They came from all corners of
the globe, from all sections of po-
litical opinion, inspired with the
same enthusiasm, with the same
determination: to fight at the side
of their brave Spanish comrades
who had already made immortal
history.

They had only one aim; to put
themselves at the disposition of
the People’s Front Government, to
fight under the orders of its Ge-
neral Staff.

They knew that the cause of the
liberty and the .~independence of
Spain was their own cause, the
cause of all advanced and pro-
gressive humanity.

A year has gone by.

A year of battles, victories and
sacrifice.

A year in the course of which
the Spanish people, under the le-
adership of its Government, closely
united arouTid its glorious Army,
has written epic pages in the an-
nals of the peoples.

A year during which internatio-
nal solidarity has expressed itself
in the sublime sacrifice and he-
roism of thousands of our volun-
teers.

In the trenches of Madrid and
Jarama, in the battlefields of Gua-
dalajara and Pozoblanco, in the
irresistible offensives of Bnmete
and Belchite, the Spanish People’s
Army has barred the way to fas-
cLsm, has inflicted sharp defeats
'in Hitler and Mussolini.

It is our pride and our honour
to have been able to play our part,
shoulder to shoulder with our Spa-
nish comrades, in such great bat-
tles; to have been able, in the
trenches of liberty, to save the ho-
nour of our countries betrayed by
fascist dictators or by hesitant
and feeble Governments.

In the struggle and in battle we
have been able to learn great les-
msons from our contact with our
Spani.sh comrades—Ilessons which
will help us and our peoples in the
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NI “The International Brigades Will Be Worthy Of The
Glorious Epic Of The Spanish People”

Declares Comrade GALLO In Moving Speech

struggle in our own countries.

We have been able to learn the
great political lesson which all the
Spanish people, which all its lea-
ders have given to the whole
world:

-In face of reaction it is neces-
sary to unite in a block of steel
all the forces of the people who,
alone, can defeat reaction and fo-
reign invasion.

We have learned how it has
been possible, thanks to the sa-
crifice of the people and the abili-
ty of the leaders, to call up, al-
most from nothing, a new Army
able to defeat the best Divisions
of Spanish and International Fas-
cism.

We have learnt that In the fight
to the death between reaction and
progress, between slavery and li-
berty, there is no sacrifice, no he-
roism which is beyond a people
ready, like the Spanish people, to
conquer or die.

Spanish comrades, Representa-
tives of the Government and Mili-
tary Commanders.

We thank you for the immense
help which you are giving to the
cause of the liberty and indepen-
dence of all peoples.

OIK ro.U.MISS.AlIl I.LN'SPECTOK of tho

We thank you for all that you
are teaching the world in the
struggle against fascism.

We shall know how to profit by
your lessons.

Comrades,
berty.

Delegations from our five glo-
rious Brigades.

Raise high your banners of bat-
tle and victory!

They are the banners of the glo.
rious «distance at University City
and Las Rozas.

They are the banners of Teruel
and Lopera, of the Almeria and
Jarama Fronts.

Raise high your banners, which
saw the enemy in flight at Pozo-
blanco and Guadalajara.

Raise your banners of the glo-
rious offensives of Guadarrrama
and BeQchite.

Your banners are fanned with
the breath of our fallen heroes,
of Beimler and Lucasz, Parovic
and Picelli, Ralph Fox and De
Brougéres.

Your banners are the hope and
the pride of our peoples. They are
the symbols of the heroic epic
through which we have lived here
in Spain.

Volunteers for Li-

liiterimOimal Brigade», t'omrade
Blelov, of thdes Han™.

(iallo. On hin left

What do they say, our banners,
waving in the breeze of glory and
victory:

—People of Spain.

The International Volunteers,
your adopted sons, will be worthy
of you and of your magnificent
epic.

They have only one ambition:
to be able to count always among
the bravest and most disciplinéd
soldiers in your great Army,

We want to act so that our wi-
ves and our children can be proud
of us, as every Spanish wife and
child can be proud of husband and
father fighting on the fronts of
freedom.

Forward, Spanish
fighters of all lands!

Forward, always united as one
man, to defeat fascism and Inau-
gurate an era of peace and bro-
therhood among all peoples.

Long live our glorious People’s
Army !

Long live the People’'s Front
Government!

Long live its representatives and
delegates at the anniversary of
our glorious International Briga-
des!

comrades,

t.leuteiinnt i'olonel
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out ituns -weighinir down on their sboiiiders, those heroes went

Passing rivers and hjlls,
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Without rest, without sleep, ragged and hungry,
They went joyous and proud...

And a glorious freedom

Such were the soldiers of the
Vear Il of the great French Re-
volution. Such were the Volunteers
for Liberty in the past twelve
months Volunteers who had
hastened to Republican Spain from
all countries in the world.

A year has passed... already! So
many great events have filled
these twelve months. October 14th.
Railwaymen, workmen and coun-
try people in a litUe town which
was exposed to all the inclemenc-
ies of the weather saw the arrival
of some hundreds of men, talking
French, German, Italian, Polish
and Bulgarian. The first Volunte-
ers... Nineteen days later a compl-
ete Brigade started for Madrid,
and five days afterwards a second
took the same road. The Inter-
national Brigades were entering
the Spanish people's great war of
emancipation...
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There were millions of workers
who, from the first day "bf the
fascist rebellion in Spain, felt a
lump in their throats and a stab
in their hearts. In Paris and in
New York, In Brussels and Pra-
gue, from the Arctic Ocean to the
Rio (le la Plata, over the whole
surface of the immense Soviet
Union, the workers, and all who
valued freedom. were living
through the anguish of the July
days. They greeted the rapid vic-
tory of the workers and peasants
of Spain, who within a week had
freed all the big towns and most
of the villages from the bloody
fascist horde and the traitrous,
perjured generals.

There was painful anxiety again
when Mola’'s Ai'my wafl going to

I>urned bright through their tliought.s.”

Victor Hroo,

ceme down, through the Sierra to-
wards Madrid. Then fresh enthu-
siasm: the battalions of militia-
men, all volunteers, hastily fomi-
ed asid hastily armed, were barr-
ing the road against the fanatical
requetes. Already dozens of brave
military and political leadens we-
re rising from the mass. The loyal
Republican officer and the worker
had both become commanders of
militia of battalions. Ther-e were
“Campesino”, Riquelme. the Ga-
lan’s, Ortega and many others
barring the way .ugainst the cri-
minal generals and their prnfe.ss-

(Jib INTKU-V.4TIONA1.S jire iiinv the S|mnish jieople’:.
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ional officers. Then there was
stupefaction and rage. While fight-
ing planes of the IUlian air force
came down in the Mediterranean
and in Oran, terrible proofs of one
of the greatest acts of brigandage
that history has known, the
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By ANE MARTY

French and British Covo-nnients.
on the pretext of holidays -- which
are still proceeding - carried out
a de facto withdrawal of their
ambassadors from Spain. A moral
blcv/ which would have been very
heavy (or the fighting antifascist
people and their Government if
the great and powerful Soviet
Union had not then declared be-
fore the world its entire solidarity
with Madrid. While the Bastjue
Country was being attacked by a
rebel army which daily receive<i
more arms, planes, tanks, Italian
and German officers, and then
whole military units, the democr-
atic Governments of France and
Britain were organising the boy-
cott of the lawful Government
under the name of non-intervent-
ion, and the United States Go-
vernment was declaring itself
neutral as between the murderer
and his victim! It was clear that
the most reactionary elements of
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finance capital in France, Britain
and America wanted the defeat
of the Spanish people and their
Government. Some individuals we-
re explaining that it was necessa-
ry to avoid ‘provoking' those in
Berlin and Rome who were pulling
the strings of the Burgas puppets,
and these same individuals were
claiming that this was the only
possible attitude to adopt to de-
fend peace.

But the workers at least had
not forgotten Mussolini and his
blood thirsty gangs, and still less
had they forgotten Hitler and Fe-
bruary, 1933. They knew that the
fascist wolves were untamable
and that whoever offered them
his hand would leave them his
arm. If the brutes' teeth had been
broken at the time of Abyssinia,
it would not have been tearing at
Opain today. Capitulation in the
face of the fascists had let loose
the war in Spain... while waiting
¢or the next to follow. And so we
came to August 14th and the mas-
sacre of Badajoz. Already taught
by February. 1934, French work-
ers — ex-soldiers — hastened to
Inm and Catalonia. Later they
formed the Paris Centuria, The
Gastone Sozzi Centuria — ltalians
and Poles was formed at Ma-
drid and the German Antifascists
grouped themselves in the Thael-
mann Centuria in Catalonia.

Inin fell for the lack of the
trucks of munitions from Barce-
lona. which were held up by Fran-
ce. Then there was San Sebastian,
Talai-era! Non-intervention was
victorious: foreign invasion was
pouring its forces into the valley
of the Tagus. That magnificent
people, suffering fresh reverses
every week, did not capitulate.
They did not want fascism. With
each fresh retreat, fresh batta-
lions of volunteers set out sing-
ing. Their rifles were old and they
had very few bullets. Too often it
was with their own bodies that
they barred the way against an
enemy daily better armed. But
already a great military force is
rising; the Fifth Regiment of Peo-
ple’'s Militia. New leaders are com-
ing forward: Castro, Lister, Mo-
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destu, Carlos, Carton... sometimes
officers, sometimes commissars.
They are both commanders and
agitators. In this way 80.000 com-
battants with military organisation
were given to the Republic in five
months. Throughout the whole
world thousands of workers, and
hundreds of free spirited men un-
derstood what the democratic Go-
vernments, in complete oppeeition
to the peoples they claimed to re-
present, did not want to know.
Franco's victory meant a new im-
jetus to fascism all over the world,
and above all in France. Franco’s
victory, because of decisive eco-
nomic and strategic positions
meant a fearful war speedily
launched by Hitler and Mussolini,
brought to bay by economic bank-
ruptcy. It meant war devastating
the loveliest countries in Europe,
machine gunning, burning and
gassing millions of human beings
from the cradle to the grave
Those workers, those exiles
from fascism hunted down in all
countries, realised that what was
at stake in the Spanish struggle
was the liberty of their own coun-
tiies and of the whole world.
Toledo fell September 25th.
There was only a swarm of mili-
tiamen before Madrid. The block-
ade of Republican Spain, against
all the principles of human justi-
ce, after handing over Irun to
the btoodthisty Jesuit Mola, was
going to throw Madrid, with its

magnificent people and its art
treasures, into the hands of the
fascist bandits, drunk with blood
— and the Madrid women were al-
ready promised as the spoils of
war to the sadistic mercenaries of
Quiepo de Llano.

Then in all countries otxiinary
workers rose in thousands. The>
left their wives, their children and
their parents. Well-known surge-
ons and famous writers left "good
jobs”. Forced in the past by ca-
pitalism to become experienced
soldiers, to defend'its Interests,
they at all events understood what
the people of Spain needed to de-
fend their interests, to defeat a
rebel army which was already
being transformed into an army
of invasion. It was not heroism;
it was arms, military equipment,
and the men who knew how to use
them and understood the very
complicated technique of modem
warfare. That is why they hasten-
ed to offer their lives together
with their military knowledge. The
highest example of v/hat internat-
ional solidarity can be...

Blackshirt and army divisions
under orders, Capronls, Henkels
and their crews were arriving
ceasselessly on Franco's side.
Then the Spanish Republic, which
would have crushed the rebsls in
a few weeks if the latter had re-
lied on their own resources, accep-
ted these “Internationals”, work-
ers, peasants and intellectuals.

It armed them with difficulty
with rifles of fifteen different ty-
pes and with a few old machine
guns of about ten different typss.

The Paris Commune had Its
smal international battalion and
so did Dombrowski. The little
"International Legion” fought un-
der the banners of the Russian
Revolution. From the workers
of all countries the Spanish Re-
volution received International
Brigades with all their services,
including aviation. A small, a
very small military force. But
a heroic living proof of the real
soidarity with the Spanish people
who were being treated like pa-
riahs by the democratic Govern-
ments which were going against
the will of their peoples. Thus
the mere presence of the Inter-
national Brigades was a most po-
werful moral factor; so powerful
that thousands of brave Spanish
women wept with emotion as the
«Volunteers passed through many
of the villages in the Peninsula.

2.
THOUS.ANDS, UNITED AS ONE

The International Brigades ha-
ve given valuable help in the ma-
gnificent anUfascist struggle of
the Spanish people. Madrid on
November 7th, Cerro de los An-
geles, Teruel on November 13th,
at Lopera on the Cordova Front,
at Jarama — each of these names
marks the date when one of the
international forces moved into
the line, not to mention the dif-
ferent units sent to various deci-
sive points every week for four
months. Ceaselessly united in com-
radeship with the new Spanish
Brigades, they broke the despe-
rate stacks of the fascists or de-
livered heavy counter - attacks
against them. Day by day, with
great organisational effort, the
international units were being
constituted under the attentive,
benevolent and fatherly direction
of the President of the Cortes,
Martinez Barrios, who was char-
ged by the Government with for-
ming the Brigades those basic
units of the new Republican Ar-
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my. All the complicated organi-
sational structure of modem war-
fare was coming into being and
developing - - from a road trans-
port service with its workshops
and a modem medical service to
radio and anti-aircraft defence
transmissions. In line with all
this, great modem hospitals were
being formed and the political
section was growing up with its
press, communiqué and literature
services in twelve languages and
its network of politicaly conscious
soldiers.

The heroism of the Internatio-
nal Volunteers, We have said
little about it. How can one
speak of it after having seen Ma-
drid?  Madrid in October, when
Getafe and Carabanchel fell -
which mefint that from one mo-
ment to another the enemy might
burst into the heart of the capi-
tal. Madrid, which all the mili-
tary attaches of the capitalist
world declared to be lost. Ma-
drid, whose last hours the reac-
tionary journalists, in the pay of
Hitler and Mussolini, were intend-
ing to describe. But Madrid,
whose working men and women
took up the challenge and barred
their streets with the famous
streamers:  “Madrid shall be
the grave of Fascism." Madrid,
whose people rose in one mass at
the appeal of the “Junta de De-
fensa”, \miting all the parties and
trade unions. There was Miaja,
the old general loyal to the Re-
public - - and Antén, the young
Commissar, a revolutionary wor-
ker at the helm night and day,
never weakening.

The decimated battalions were
reorganised. New ones were
formed. They were all there, the
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ment.  The building workers we-
re digging trenches. Women we-
re making bombs and cartridge
pouches. The streets were ba-
rricaded. Tank traps were dug.
Children piled up paving stones
and stretched out barbed wire.
They worked at night in the dar-
kness and during the day under
fascist bombing planes. When
the Moroccans appeared at the
Manzanares between two bursts
of shrapnel, the “No pasaran” of
the old and the new soldiers of
the people rang out. “No pasa-
ran". They have not passed,
and Hitler's snout still bleeds for
it And for 2 months the mag-
nificent people of that city which
numbers its dead in thousands
old and young, women and chil-
dren have worked and fought,
trained and organised under the
bombs and the shrapnel. They
have clean! away the ruins of their
houses and begun to build the
new Madrid.  After that, how is
one to speak of the heroism of
the International Volunteers, when
however great it was and it
was great — we have seen every
day so many magnificent actions
and when we have seen this mag-
nificent people of Spain who for
the last fifteen months have pre-
ferred “death standing to life
kneeling”, a noble appeal to the
world struggle against fascism.
And so w# have forgotten to ma-
ke known the innumerable exam-
ples of the heroism of internatio-
nal soldiers — old revolutionaries
and young antifascist fighters.
Today it will be enough to say:
from the Casa del Campo to Aa-
dHjar, from Guadalajara to Eel-
chite, from Almeria to Jarama,
there is not a battle in which the

young and old commanders and |nternationals have not taken
commissars of the Fifth Regi- part.
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Nevertheless it is not
the heroism which the
International Brigades
have taught the Spa-
nish people. That has
not been necessary.
The Spanish people ha-
ve enough and to spa-
re, and in fighting a
fascist army better ar-
med, and organised in
Italy and Germany, he-
roism is not enough.

The Spanish Repu-
blic would have been
crushed long ago if it-
had not put a great
People’s Army into the
field, firmly disciplined
and led by a unified
command. The Interna-
tional Brigades have
been one of the founda-
tions of this new army,
thanks to ti-oir high
technical qualifications
and their firm discipli-
ne. That is one of the
essential services which
the international Vo-
luntteera have .rendered
the Spanish Republic.

On the fascist side
there is a mass of pic-
ked foreign troops—
blackshirts and regular
Italian divisions, tank divisions
and aviation squadrons from the
Germaxi and ltalian armies, regi-
ments of legionaries Moroccans —
all these have invaded that coun-
try, and without their help Franco
and Gil Robles would be Power-
less to hold it under their dicta-
torship. They make up for the
defflciencies of an army which
Franco cannot raise in Spain be-
cause the noajority of the people
are against him.

On the other hand the Interna-
tional Brigades have simply been
units in the new Republican Ar-
my. They have fought under the
single command of the Republi-
can Government, whereas Hitler
and Mussolini dictate from Ber-
lin and Rome, even to the point
of giving orders for the conduct-
ing of operations. The comman-
ders of the Army to which the In-
ternational Brigades belong are
not called Von Faupel, Teruzzi or
Bergonzzoli, but Miaja, Pozas and

Rojo. In this army, to the sound
of the songs of freedom of all
countries, the Brigades have been
the first modern military forces
of the Spanish Republic. And so
after the disasters of August,
September and October, when tho-
se heroic militia batallons which
had done marvels in the street
fighting in the early day.s of the
rebellion, were defeated i;i oper:

PASIONARIA, the

symbol of brave Asturias,

freeU

Intornafional

Brigades -willi the

Spanish (‘omi*Biet Party.

country, there followed firtt, the
implacable cheeks delivered, by
the new army in November and
December at Madrid, at Lopera In
December, and at Jarama in Fe-
bruary. Meanwhile new Briga-
des of the People’s Army were
being organised behind this impe-
netrable shield. For the first
time there was victory at Guada-
lajara-Caporetto. Henceforward
not only was a stop put to the
heavy weekly defeats of the Sum-
mer and Autum and the retreat
which followed, but the Republi-
can Army, sure of itself, was beg-
inning to recover the initiative in
operations. It now sees the fi-
nal victory drawing nearer. The
strict discipline, freely consented
to and maintained by the Inter-
nationals in their units, is also
the discipline of the People’s Ar-
my and opens the way to victo-
ry. Thus the International Bri

gades both fought and organised
without respite — for until Apiil
only one Brigade had spent twelve
days in the rear. This solid mi-
litary wall formed by each of the
International Brigades has been
one of the greatest services they
have rendered to the antifascist
cause. The International Briga-
des -- together with many other
Brigades of the new Army — ha-
ve been a living example of what
must/ be done topgconquer:

3.
THE VOICE OF UNITY

The International Brigades have
given another example which is
even greater.

They came from 25 different
nationalities. They represen-
ted all kinds of different political
trends: Socialist, Communist, Re-
publican, Anarchist, Liberal even.
Together with the workers, who
formed the overwhelming majo-
rity of the fighters, there were
mingled intellectuals and someti-
mes sople ex-officers. And in
spite of the differences of politi-
cal views and language, antlfas-
miat unity was immediately and
permanently maintained. The
Republican Commander, his Socia-
list Adjutant, the Communiat
Commissar, each coming from dif-
ferent countries is a frequent
combination. Yet political con-
flicts have never broken out on
the General Staffs or in the mi-
litary units.

A hundred times, French and
German Volunteers have made
the discovery that somewhere in
the Great War they were face to
face. Today they are in the sa-
me antifascist People's Army, and
their only rivalry Is in vying with
one another in the fight. A for-
mer British sailor, a leader In the
Invergordany/mutinys=was: the=su-

Delegation

the volunteer for liberty

perior officer of a
British Admiral's son.
French ex-sailors, who
had taken part in the
Black Sea Mutiny or
who had come from the
Calvi miUtary prison
are section leaders who
are models of discipli-
ne under the command

of ex-soldiers  who
fought in the Great
War. The hatred for

barbarous fascism, the
great ideal of Peace
and Freedom, have sol.
dered Into one impene-
trable force these fear-
less men who have co-
me from all the diffe-
rent i>olitical horizons.
Moreover they are daily
fusing more and more
with the Spanish peo-
ple. Between two bat-
tles, cleaning their
arms, with their wounds
just dressed, they are
to be found bending
down over the village
children whose fathers
arc at the front and

of Ihi who remind them of
their own little ones.
Hundreds of times, af-
ter distributing toys
and sweets levied from their

meagre pay. they have found time
to organise happy fétes for the
children.

Firm unity of action — that
was the second example they ga-
ve, the most important at this ti-
me. 'The International Volun-
teers have shown that the secret
of victory lies in antifascist uni-
ty, a unity without political or
national distinctions.

Today thers are no Internatio-
nal Brigades in the sense in which
we understood them a few months
ago. 'These Brigades with their
glorious banners no longer con-
tain more than a small proportion
of Internationals, They have been
definitely fused in the young Peo-
ple's Army to which they have
brought more than their military
experience. Italians, Germans,
Frenchmen, Belgians, Poles, Bri-
tishers, Americans, and other-s
have all seen the fascists at work
with their violence and demogogy.
They know that to break antifas-
cist unity is death and defeat, and
they have treasured this precious
weapon, unity of action, as they
treasure their own eyes. The es-
sential strength which they have
brought the new Republican Ar-
my lies in this antifascist unity,
not only maintained, but strengt-
hened after every battle.

This is so true that the enemy,

being unable to destroy the In-
ternational Brigades by military
means, has done everything pos-
sible to break that antifascist uni-
ty. In the first place they have
tried to set certain sections of the
Spanish people against the In-
ternationals.

"Anarchist comrades”, they ha-
ve printed. "Beware of the Bri-
gades of the Communist Interna-
Uonal who are fighting by our
side to defeat fascism. They
will constitute the army corps
which the Catalonian end Spanish
Communists will send against
you, as they did against the Anar-
chits in the Russian Revolution”.

This was written in Spain, and

in France, England and other
countries. It was not signed
"Franco” but “P. O. U. M.” In-

ternationalist Communist Party—
i. e. Trotskyist. An unspeakeble
action on the part of the scum
who stealing the anns needed at
the front. An insult to the he-
roes who had fallen in the strug-
gle such for example as one of the
commanders of the Henri Bar-
busse Battalion, who was an Anar-
chist and a model of discipline,
and who died as a result of
wounds received at the Jarama.
There is not a single son of the
noble Spanish people who does
not know how comradely and mo-
ving the relationship has always
been between the Volunteers of
the international forces and the
military commanders of the Re-
publican Army, with the different
officials of the Republican Go-
vernment, with the municipal aut-
horiUes, the People’'s Front Com-
- mlttees and with all the political
and trade wunion organisations
without exception.
But the wretches have done
more than that. They have sought
to break the military unity, the
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antifascist unity of the Interna-
tionals. Against the organisation
in Brigades constituted in accor-
dance with the plans of the War
Minister and directed by a single
responsible body, the Commonder
assisted by the Commissar and
the Chief of Staff (or Adjutant
Commander) — they have suppor-
ted the system of isolated militia
battalions directed by irresponsi-
ble committees! In other words,
they support the system which
has been irrevokably condemned
by the defeats of the Summer of
193S against the military organi-
sation which has given the first
victories. Whom do they expect
to serve In that way, unle« it is
Franco and HiUer? What a me-
lancholy sight it is to see French
Socialism upholding the same
deadly theory in the official or-
gan of the Socialist Party, and
using this argument to maintain
that one ought not to send the
Republican Army the arms it has
been prevented from receiving
during the last fifteen months!
The efforts of those fascist agents
had no success. Then they turned
to open crime. And not merely
to sabotage In an automobile
workshop or In loading grenades.

Two Frenchmen - - a Trotskyist
and a police provocateur, expelled
as such from the French Com-
munist Party — tried to break up
a battery at the moment when
it was setting out for the front
by taking from it all its gun-layers
and all its sergeant-gunners. Un-
der the command of a French So-
cialist ex-officer, who had fought
in the Great War. this battery
has subsequently revealed itself
as one of the best in the Spanish
Army. Who are these men work-
ing for? It is a French Trotskyist
too who, together with the fasc-
ist French Consuls of Valencia.

lirr tlicrf, ton...
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Barcelona and Alicante, under co-
of their diplomatic immuni-
ty, has been trying
the break-up of the
Brigades as a whole. He has been
defended by the Hitlerite Doriot.
If this had succeeded the Repu-
Army would have been

ver
to organise
International

blican

weakened as a result. Magnani-

the Govern-

Republican
limited itself to expell-
people, whom all the
to be agents of

The working-

mously
ment has
ing these
evidence shows
Franco and Hitler,
class in their country will not for-
get their foul crimes, despite even
a Fenner Brockway's protection.
The working-class will nail them
and their infamy to the pillory for
spies and provocateurs in the pay

of the bloodthirsty torturers of
the people, in the pay of German
and Italy, in the pay of the worst

enemies of the working-class.
But the most remarkable thing
is that their efforts were in vain.
There, m no Military Police in the
International Bi-ijiades. In spite of
that, the efforts of these criminals
have failed. The attack made by
the Fifth Column and carried
through above all by the Trots-
kyists has done everything possi-
ble to break up and demoralise
the International Brigades. In De-
cember at the Base, in January
at Teruel, in February in the hos-
pitals of Valencia, in April on all
the fronts and in all the services.
The attack was supported simul-
taneously by a violent campaign
by the Hitlerite Doriot in France,
by Degrelle in Belgium and by the
reactionary of the British
Conservatives, but it broke like
gla.ss, not against a police barra-
ge, but against the firm aintifa.se-

most

ist determination of the Volun-
teers. That is the great lesson
which stands out after the Inter-

(lovernur of Albiicoto,
iho (‘oinnioinoration.

IHE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBEKTV

mr-

u e

.sprakiiiic on bihuli of

national Brigades’ year of strug-
gle. That is the great example
which the Spanish people have
received from them—these Bri-
gades in which one might have
feared that the enemy would be
able to develop fatal differences
between political trends aind na-
tionalities, have remained firmly
united in face of the enemy of the
human race.

It is to be regretted deeply that
in many countries a few reactio-
nary labour leaders persist in not
wanting to understand the less-
sons of the Spanish epic just as
earlier they refused to understand
the German tragedy.

It is highly dangerous when
these same reactionary leaders of
the Socialist International and the
International Federation of Trade

i« 1

Unions persist in ignoring the ap-
peal for unity from those whose
bonds of brotherhood have been
made fast in blood and suffering

Spaniards and Internationals. It
is madness for them—after these
last 15 months—still to refuse that
international united front which
would raise an irresistable wave
against the intervention of Hitler
and Mussolini in Spain. It would
take them by the throat through
the boycott of dockers, sailors and
railwaymen throughout the world.
It would break the steel circle of
the democratic states which is
stiffling the Spanish Republic mo-
re than Franco’s bombs, “Made lii
Germany" are slaughtering it.

It is tragic that they refuse to
listen to the voice of the old So-
loader De Brouckére, who
for the

cialist
is appealing rapid and
immediate realisation of
ticnal unity of action. It
words that will stop the
rain of shells, shrapnel anil bombs
which is torturing a brave people
and the best sons of the Intern-
ational and Spanish working-class.
Only deeds will do that. This is
the urgent demand of those who
have sealed that unity among the
dead bodies of those of our dearest
friends and comrades. Unity will
ensure the antifascist victory in
Spain and in the world. There is
still ju.st time enough to hear.

intema-
is not
metal

4.

AxV JURESIST.VBLE FORC E

the time has come to
that force is which

However,
tell what

«i
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among a chaos of men, unable to
understand has gi-
ven rise to and has led in battle
that little modern army which
was constituted by the
ional Brigades and has defendtnl
them against the stab in the back.

one another,

Internat-

The moment has come to say
that irresistable force is
rising among the noble

what
which is
Spanish people and will give them
victory.

That force is the antifa.=rast spi-
rit and the will to unity of the
workers, gathering together
urging forward the whole of the

and

people.

The International Brigades have
never been non-political. Far from
that. Not a unit has gone to the
front without the Political Cv>m-
being appointed by the
the Brigade Battalion,
Company, Battery and Squadron
Commanders. These
relied on the workei's who

missars
side of

Cc.mr.iicsar.i
have
formed the majority
and among them on the mass of
and Communists who

in the units,

Socialists
now in reality form one united bo-

dy. It is here that the essential
strength lies.
Among a thousand examples,

who can fail to remember that of
the XIlth Brigade when, on the
morning of November 9th, the or-
der came for it to be sent to Ma-
drid at the latest on the 10th.
What a condition it was in! The
first-comers among its Volunteers
had been at the Base ten days.
The latest arrivals had been there
Only the Garibaldi
but it was

for 24 hours.
Battalion was formed,
armed with 25 rifles and one ma-
chine-gun. No equipment. Half
the other Volunteers were in ci-
vilian clothes. Not one of them
had his equipment. The rifles we-
re of four different types. The
Brigade had three types of ma-
chine guns. The artillery had not
even, a quarter of the trucks they
needed. They could not carry out
manoeuvres with the guns becau-
ese the lack of material. It wa”
impossible to work at night: the
light had been cut off because of
the danger from the air. To form
the Brigade in 36 hours seemed an
impossibility. Nevertheless, Lu-
ké&cs and the international Genei'al
Staff - military and political

accepted without hesitation, for
sthey knew they did not have to
rely only on a military leadership
however highly qualified which
wa.s scarcely fonned! They coul<l
rely on the antifascist spirit of
the Brigade, on the rank and file
of the worker-soldiers, the great
majority Socialists and Coramti-

ists, t

ould 1
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ists, on the Commissars who
‘ould be equal to all difficulties
nd would prove on the spot, the
ecessity for solving them, at
‘hatever cost, in order to defeat
iscism. By marvels of initiative
hey .succeeded. There was not a
mistake made in the distribution
f the different rifles. A lack of
rouser-suspenders — they used
anvass. A lack of cartridge pou-
;hes - they cut up sacks. The
arpcnters prepaied supports for
he cannon. The section leaders
orrat-d fighting groups while sup-
>lies were being distributed. The
irtillery officers were studying
‘iring tables with dictionaries in
their hands. The horses were being
Uhod while the saddles were stij!

missing- While the doctors and
surgeons were hastily collecting
the indispensable medical instru-
ments and supplies, carpenters
were preparing stretchers. And in
the midst of an enthusiastic and
unheard of hubbub of tbe frantic
preparations two Renault assem-
blers were testing the engines of
trucks of every make in the v/orid,
as calmly as if they were in a mo-
del workshop. Before the final re-
view and the departure there was
still time to call togethei' a big
meeting to commemorate the glo-
rious nineteenth anniversary of the
great Socialist October Revolution
and to present to the whole Bri-
gade their Commander, Lukacs,
their Commissar, and the Com-
manders and Adjutants of the
General Staff. And what the bour-
geoisie would call'a miracle was
performed; at 8 p. m. on Novem-
ber 10th, the XIIth Brigade, fully
organised and equipped, provided
with artillery, cavalry, motor-cy-
clists, a political section, medical
and supply services, set out for
Madrid, singing the /nienittfionai
in Spanish, Italian, German and
French.

The antifascist .spirit of the pro-
letarian soldiers had overcome all
difficulties.

Many, many times, in the most
difficult and sometimes in the
most tragic moments, this, high
antifascist political consciousness,
always maintained and increased,

THE VOLUNTEER FOR IJBERTY

has been the creative and organi-
sing motive force that worked
real miracles. Today the great joy
of the fighters is to see that in
all countries and throughout the
Spanish Army this force of the
united workers is growing grea-
ter drawing closer together, and
is ensuring the victory.

Their greatest happiness would
bo to see it develop faster, much
faster throughput the whole world.
All have worked well. But none
the less a fundamental ti-uth must
be stated; the Communi.sts can
he proud that in these tragic mo-
ments, they, who have constitu-
ted the majority cf the working-
class group in each unit -and they
would have been happy to have
been put in a minority by more
Socialist comrades -they have
been equal to the great historic
task which faces them.

In these twelve months of he-
roism they have been worthy
members of that revolutionary
workers’ Party of a new type, the
world Party of the Bolsheviks.
They are worthy sons of that Par-
ty, which formed and led by the
greatest minds of our times, Le-
nin and Stalin, has overthrown
the old world and is about to cele-
brate with joy 20 yeans of real
liberation for a whole people. All
are worthy .of that great Antifas-
cist and Communist fighter, Geor-
ge Dimitrov, whose magnificent
example of proletarian firmness
and vision, of political realism
and antifascist hatred in face of
death, put in check the butchers
of the German people, and has
been and remains their guide at
each stage in the struggle.

FOR T*EME NI) FREEDOM

The woikers of the whole world,
all men of unfettered spirit, will
always pay a tribute of infinite
gratitude to those who have gi-
ven their health, their blood aJid
their lives for the antifascist cause
in Spain which, as Stalin said, "is
the cause of all advanced and pro-
gressive humanity."”

Lukacs, the great Hungarian re-
volutionary v/riter. Commander of
the XlIth Brigade; Hans Beimler,
the steeled German revolutionary.
Commissar of the Xlth Brigade;
Alfred Brugere. a Paris building
worker. Commander of the Ma-
chine Gun Company cf the Pari.~.
Commune Uattallon; Ralph Fox.
the English writer and soldier.
Company Commissar in the Bar-
busse Battalion; Parovic, the Ju-
goslavian Commissar of the XVth

Brigade, and so many others who
have left us forever, killed facing
the enemy. But their example will
live always in the hearts of the
great and noble Spanish people
and the international working-
class.

We salute their courage and we
swear to avenge them. We shall
only do this, we shall only honour
our dead as they deserve by rai-

ever liUiher the banner of the
cause for which they have fallen,
the banner of struggle against
fascism without rest or truce, the
banner of trade union unity, the
banner of the political unity of the
workers of all countries.

The fight is not finished. Eve-
ry day fre.sh reinforcements, fresh
engines of death are being sent to

THIt (iIKNIVK.M.

Franco by his masters in Berlin
and Rome. Every day world peace
is threatened with greater danger.
Now the Chinese people in their
tuin are resisting the brutal and
savage aggression of Japanese im-
perialism. Already there are two
fires ablaze in the world. We must
hasten the victory.

The Spanish Republican Army,
precisely because it can now
count on more than half a million
fighters, has an even greater need
of leading forces than it had a
year ago. And since each Inierna-
tional Volunteer is in himself a
centre of organisation and unity,
he is more valuable than ever.

Franco is only maintained by
the injections of Italian an;l Nazi
reinforcements. His collapse is
inevitable. But in the death ago-
ny the cornered beast can kill.

Consequently the Volunteers in
the International Brigades who to-
gether with their Spanish comra-
de.s have dealt many a hard blow
in conditions as difficult as those
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at the end of 1936 and the begin-
ning of 1937 will remain the true
friends of the Spanish people in
the future even more than in the
past. They know that the fate of
the European peoples, the fate of
peace and freedom is being deci-
ded on Spanish soil. For this rea-
son the antifascist front must
conquer and will conquer. The de-
feat in Spain of th> most bestia)
regime the world has ever seen
will not only bring freedom and
peace to the Spanish people. It
will bring a new hope to the
people who are still crushed be-
neath the fascist heel. And when
the multitudes of the working-
class and the people greet the tru-
ly democratic Republic, henceforth
free, there is not one of the figh-
ters in Spain today who will not
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be proud to tell his children in the
happy future: "I was one of the
Volunteers in Spain."

Greater effort should be made
in Spain and throughout the world,
in the future more than in the
past, to achieve this triumph of
the antifascist struggle. More still
should be done to overcome the
resistance to unity, to sweep away
those who fight against it and
those who sabotage it, so that in
this way a more rapid victory
nriy be assured over the modern
baibarians with their black .shirts
and tlieir swastikas.

And so, long Vfe to the h(ml)six
lif the great Republican Anny!

Forward to the final victory «j
the. Democratic. Spanish Rcpnbtiel

Forward to this victory, the
prelude to a irurer peace in Die

and to the libcrutio)i of the
jjeoples still r.nslai'‘ed by fascisni!

AMHIIt MAIMY

October 10, 1937.



The Units constituted by Spanish
and forefg-n volunteers were or-
gianiaed by the decree of August
31st, 1920 (“Diario Oficial” num-
ber 1951 developed in the circular
order of September 4th of the sa-
me year. Neither of these orders
is however fully applicable to the
forces similary recruited which
are at present fighting heroically
as part of the Republican Army.

Even though the Units now
existing under the name of In-
ternational Brigades are legally
those which the Spanish State,
using its sovereign rights, has
constituted to take the place of
the Units which revolted in July
1936, and are analogous to those
which imder different names
exist in the Armies of almost aU
countries, it is necessary to lay
down fresh norms which should
regulate their recruitment, orga-

nisation, administration, etc. To
meet with this necessity i have
determined:

1. To Uke the place of the
ercio de Extranjeros (Foreign
Eegion;. formed under the decree

of August Slat. 1920 (“Diario
Oficial™ n» 195. the International
Brigades are formed as Units in
the Spanish Army. At the present
time five of the above-mention-
ed Brigades should be constltutecl
on the basis of those formed
apontaneoualy in the course of the
present war, adapting their const-

itution to the norms indicated in
the present order.

2. Tactically the International
Brigades will be used as front
line troops and in all the services
of peace and war, with no restrict-
ion other than that of their mi-
litary utility.

3. Their organisaUon will fol-
10W the model assigned to the
Mixed Brigades in the Spanish
Army. The troops forming these
Brigades will be subject to the
Code of Military Justice and to
the Army Statutes, in the same
way as Spanish soldiers,

4- The training of the Intern-
ational Brigades will be adjusted
to the same Regulations and Ins-
tructions as those which are in
force in the other Units of the
Army.

5, The uniforms and equipment
will be the same as those of the
other forces In the Spanish Army
with no difference other than that
of wearing on the right side of the
shirt or jacket, two centimetres
above the pocket, the emblem
which will be published in the
mDIARIO OFICIAL and which only
those incorporated in these Units
Whatever their military rank, will
be entitled to use.

6- In Albacete the Internat-
ional Brigades wiU have their
Base, the fundamenUIl mission of
which will be to receive the vol-
unteers, both Spanish subjects and
foreigners who present themsel-

integral

part of THIpANISH PEOPLE’'S ARMY

OUR RIGHTS p OUR DUTIES

We are publishing the Decree
which lays down the position of
the International Brigades in the
Spanish People’'s Army and ti"e
rights and duties of all the Volun-
teers for Liberty,

This is the first document which
determines in an official manner

which this position and these
rights and duties.
It determines these in a way

which is completely satisfactory
to our soldiers.

It is clearly emphasised in the
Decree that our brave Brigades
have nothing to do with the “Ter-
cio" which revolted against the
RepubUc in 1936 and is composeti
of the dregs of all countries.

In our Brigades are gathered
together the best sons of all the
peoples. The Brigades are the
World People’s Front fighting by
the side of Spain to defend the
people’s liberty and independence.

It is to express this highly po-

litical significance that the Diiti ,

determines that all the Volunta, -
for Liberty should wear as the *"~ades more and more n-
r<d parts of the Spanish Peo-

pointed star which is the svmb *

of the World People’s piont
The Decree also lays itdov, , f organisation which still

that our Brigades form an integr z \

part Of the Spanish People’s a4

We have always asked forth
and have always affiimed it IT

N

army has developed.

I"t~rnatonal Brigades should

independence of Spain We hai
‘he basis of the

always obeyed the orders of tl
Government and its General Staf
We only ask for the honour < n , . j-

serving the common, cause of

Beerﬁy [ua {Y@ same terms as tyﬁ"*ocs should therefore form an
Spanish fighters. CSral part of the respective

A regular army and a
commands these are the e««cni”™ ~ token of the services ren-

condltions for victory in the anueT'? ‘he Brigades the Decree
struggle against fascism ~Nints the recognition of some ad-

Because of this we receive wit -- to the ggmbattants: Thiid

enthusiasm all those measures i significance of the points
Bcerning the nomination of offi-

cers and the International Volun-
teer’'s right to 13 days’ leave ab-
road for every 6 months’ service
at the front.

The last point in the Decree,
which lays it down that all the
volunteers enroll until the end of
the war, emphasises even more
strongly that our Brigades are
not formed of mercenaries, but of
volunteers ready to fight to the
finish to secure the defeat of Spa-
nish and international fascism.

They are fighters who know all
the hardships of the struggle and
who never flinch and never will
flinch before the fascist butchers,
either in their own countries or
in the trenches of freedom.

Victory or death is their slo-
gan, just as it is the slogan of all
the Spaniards.

i, <alloO

Commissar In.iipt-ctor of the

International Brigades.

NTERNat )NAL BRIGADES

ir

ool Ml mi b

ve their families abroad, and who
have no residence here, can spend
their leave in Spain.

8. In no case will the Base in-
tervene in the fimctloning of the
Supply and Medical Services relat-
ing to the International Brigad-
es. The Brigades will make use
of the general services of the Ar-
my in the same way as the other
Mixed Brigades. Nevertheless on
the basis of a proposition which
the Base will make to this Mi-
nistry, the General Medical Ins-
pectorate will be able to'organise,
under the Inspectorate's control,
the installation of special hospit-
als with the qualified' staff and
assitants necessary for the wound-
ed and convalescent members of

the International Brigades who
are in need of lengthy hospital
treatment. Entrance to the said
hospitals will be regulated at all
times by the General Medical Ins-
jiectorate.

9. The relation between this
Ministry and the Base of the In-
ternationa! Brigades will be effect-
ed through the Foreigner’'s Bu-
reau, attached to the Section of
Services of the Undersecretariat
of the Anny.

10. The International Brigades
will be formed of Spanish and
foreign volunteers. Nevertheless
this Ministry reserves the right
to send directly to the Brigades
the soldiers, non-commissioned
and commissioned officers, and

ves to swell the ranks of the Bri-
gades, to train them and send
them to the Brigades as circums-
tances demand. Once the recruits
are incorporated in the Brigades
they will cease to be subordinate
to the Base whenever the Brigade.s
are tactically subordinate to the
corresponding military commands
rnd will constitute administrative
units m an analogous manner to
the other Mixed Brigades in the
Army.

Nevertheless the International
Brigades will depend on their Base
for the following*;

a) In addition to their reports
to their own mUitary commanders
the Brigades will report to the
Base all their movements from
one place to another, their losses
leaves granted for the Interior of
Spam and in general ail that sup-
poses a change of any importance
in the life of the Brigades,

b) Petitions for leave abroad
will be noted by the Brigade Com-
manders and forwarded to the
Base. In no case will the applicant
be authorised to absent himself
from the ranks of his unit before
the leave has been granted,

c¢) All proposals for promotion
to whatever rank, beginning with
promotion from corporal to ser-
geant, will be forwarded to the
Base by the Brigade Commanders.

d) When any Briga<le has a
soldier who, after previous med-
ical examination in the Unit, is
declared to be presumed unfit
the Brigade, without removing
him from its list of effectives, will
send him, to the Base where his
case will receive final medical
examination. When his unfitness
IS confirmed this will be commun-
icated to the Brigade so that the
latter can remove him from the
list of effectives. In cases were

unfitness is not confirmed the
person concerned will return to
hi.s Unit-

e) The Brigades should send
to the Base all particulare state-
ments and reports for which they
are asked.

7. In addition to the organs
necessary to execute the above
functions, the Base of the Intern-
ational Brigades will have the or-
gans corresponding to the follo-
wing:

a' To collecting and distribut-
ing among the Briga<les all the
gifts which international solidarity
may send expressly to the Briga-
des.

ta) To lake the first steps in
matters of pensions for death or
incapacity, collecting the docu-
ments and antecedents demanded
by the legislation in force and
then forwarding them to this Mi-
nistry for decision.

c) To forward to this Ministry,
after investigating them, the peti-
tions for permission to leave Spa-
nish territory made by members
of the International Brigades
of whatever rank.

d) To report to the Ministry
on the incorporation of recruits
and their departure for the Bri-
gades.

e) To keep a file which will
contain all the relevant particulars
concerning the members of the
Brigades,

fi To propose the formation,
and when necessary to undertake
the direction of centres for re-
education necessary for members
of the Brigades who stand In need
of this as a result of injuries re-
ceived on war service.

g) To propose the formation,
and when necessary to undertake
the direction of rest homes in
which those combattants who ha-
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<<IMH{\IIKSHir i.i tlo t r e n , Ccmmand.-r Jirra. Am.r.'l.Ut, nilh fon.-
mandcr <('ampi'sino”, ( oinmunlst.

commHnNdiTs whiim it deems do-
sirablc. The personnel at the
Base wili consist preferably oi
members of the Brigades who are
unfit fur service at the front,
and in any case it will be indis-
pensible for the members of the
personnel to have been at the
front for the minimum period of
three months which is layed down
in the decree of June 19th of this
year ("Diario Oficial” No. 148).
The personnel of the Foreigner’s
Bureau will be appointed by the
Ministry.

11. The foreign personnel
the Brigades will consist of those
who of their own accord present
themselves at the Foreigner's Bu-
reau or before its delegates and
who, after admi.ssion, will be sent
to the Base for registration.
The Spanish personnel will cons-
ist of those who apply for admis-
esion to the Brigades to thh? Mi-
nistry, either directly if they are
not subject to military service, or
through the regulation channels if
they are in the Army. The pe-
titions will be dealt with as a mat-
ter of urgency and in the event
of their being answered in the
affirmative by thus Ministry the
order will be given for the per-
son concerned to be removed from
the list of the effectives of the
Unit from which he proceeds, his
entry at the Base of the Inter-

ofy

national Brigades and his imme-
diate enrolment in the Brigades.

12, The Spanish or foregn
diers of the International Briga-
des will fill by promotion 50 '/
of the v'.cancies in the Brigades
for sergeants, officers and com-
manders. With this object the
Brigades, when reporting to the
Base that such posts are vacant,
will propose those members in the
Brigades whom they regard as
de.serving of promotion. To pass
from one post to another it will
be necessary to have held the lo-
er post for a minimum period
of two months. If the Brigade
doeo not possess sufficient person-
nel to fill the vacancies, they will
be filled by the nominees of othe:
International Brigades, and in the
event of there being none they
will be filled by the Ministry by
direct nomination.s of military
personnel. A vacancy will not
be considered to have been crea-
ted except in cases of death o:
when the Base communicates th'it
the post is vacant through un-
fitnes-s, a change in post or re-
moval from the Army. Absen-
ces due to wounds, illness or lea-
ve will not be considered as va-
cancies, and when necessary the
posts concerned will be filled tem-
porarily by men from lower posts,
without this supposing any pro-
motion. Those who are promo-

ted will receive the correspond-
ing rank of sergeant, officer or
commander of the International
Brigades, and when the present
campaign is ended they will cons-
titute the permanent command-
ing cadres in the said Units.
The sergeants, officers and com-
manders of the. International Bri-
gades cannot be sent outside the-
se Units. They can be isolated, ex-
pelled or reduced in rank for ob-
vious incompetence or impropriety
in the execution of their duty, af-
ter a report has been made by the
Commander of the corresponding
Brigade and by the Commander
of the Base.

13.
cancies of .sergeants, officers and
commanders will be filled with
men sent directly by the Minis-
try of Defence, from among those
who are already recognised in
those posts in the Army. Those
men will remain subject as far
as promotions are concerned to
the general existing norms in the
matter of recompenses.

sol-

The other 50 '/, of the va-

The commanders, officers and
sergeants who desire to be sent
into the International Brigade®
should send in the appropriate ap-
plication to the Personnel Section
of the Undersecretariat of the
Army.

14. Soldiers, non-commission-'d
and commissioned officers and
commanders, both Spanish and
foreign, belonging to the Interna-
tional Brigades will in cases of
incapacity or death have the same
rights as those in the rest of the
Army,

15.  All mcmber.s of the Bri-
gades will have the right to thir-
teen days leave for every six
months at the front, always pro-
viding that the necessities of ser-
vice permit it and providing that
the conduct of the soldiers con-
cerned make them deserving ol
this in the Commander's opinion.
For thi-s purpose the correspond-
ing turns, two a month, will be
fixed in each Brigade, so that
each month leaves can be begun
once they have been passed in re-



t'OMUAIIK ALVAUKZ )Kf. VAVO,
General CommUsar oi War.

viuw by the Commissar. Those
who wish to spend their leave
outside Spain should apply in ad-
vance, abiding by the decision
which is taken. The Comman-
der of the Base of the Interna-
tional Brigades will communicate
to each of the Brigades the num-
ber of places at their dispo-
sal in the Rest Homes which may
be installed in virtue of the pro-
visions of section (g> of the se-
venth article of this order.

IG. Tile measures laid down in
this order will be put rapidly into
operation by the soldiers and of-
iicei's now constituting the In-
ternational Brigades and their
Base as they receive the appro-
priate Instructions from the For-
eigner's Bureau of the Underse-
cretariat of the Army.

17. The Commanders of the
International Brigades will send
to the Base of the Brigades with

P
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all possible speed a statement of
the leading forces, specifying their
nationality, date of birth, date of
entry into the International Bri-
ga'aes and date at which they we-
re given their present posts, so
that the Ministry can proceed to
confirm them in those posts when
it considers this fitting-

18. The necessarily variable
condition of the organisation of
the personnel constituting the Ba-
se of the International Brigades
makes it impossible, at least for
the moment, to assign to it a fi-
xed organisation- For the pur-
pose of the review by the Com-
missar the numerical account will
be sent monthly to the Foreigners
Bureau and in relation to this the
review should be made.

19. To those foreigners who
have served for more than a year
in the Army with a clear record
and very deserving conduct a cer-
tificate will be forwarded which
will serve as the basis for accord-
ing them Spanish nationality
should they so desire.

20. All those who voluntarily
enter the International Brigades
undertake to remain in them un-
til the end of the present cam-
paign. When this campaign is
finished the norms will be layed
down in accordance with which
these Units should be organised
in the future.

| communicate this to Your Ex-
cellency for your information and
for application.

I'KTO

Valencia. September 23rd, 1937.
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B. CELEBRATION IN
ALBACETE

JLiuiliiiiicil (i-anl [M"C 3,

gades as the Jiving expression of
the World People’s Front. Comra-
de Lampe, Political Commi.”sar of
the Albacete Base maintained that
Spain was fighting for the liberty
of all countries and the volunteers
of all lands who had answered her
appeal had not come to fight as
adventurers, but simply with the
firm intention of crushing inter-
national fascism finally and ut-
terly.

"To luin the wtoni", he said,
"We need the close.st nnity of M

AnHlasrisfa!"

The representatives of the Al-
bacete People’s Front and of the
Youth Alliance also spoke.

At the end of the day, after Ihki
moving commemoration, one con-
clusion was engraved In the minds
of the people;

Ant’fasrist nnity in SpmJi is the
weap<iil for inctoip.

Anfi/fisrist unity throuijhout the
world mil he the univermil ‘jmrf
of fmeism.

And beneath the tricolor flag of
the Spanish People’s Front and its
Government, the International Bri-
gades are in fact the purest. Uie
most advanced, the most living
and the most burning expression
of the World People's Front.
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A TRUE PICTURE OF THE VOLUNTEERS
FOR LIBERTY

The L B. Political Commissa-
riat to form a home for the -
orphaned Spanish
children
V

Oil the first anniversar> of the International Bri-
gades the Political Commissariat of Madrid has taken
an important decision which cannot fail to have the
happiest repercussions. In a gay and sunny spot we
are going to make a home to receive the children «f
the Spanish comrades who have fought in our Units
and have fallen in battle against fascism. We, the
Volunteers for Liberty, should bring a little joy and
happiness into the lives of those poor little children
whom the war has orphaned and plunged into the
cmellest suffering. We must bring back a little life
and hope to thosi® children whom we want to see
liealth\- and happy, for they are the Spain of tom-
orrow. There are hundre<ls and Imndreds of them
asking for onr care and affection, and for whose sake 4
we should carry out as soon as possible the most mo-
dest of the duties cjf human solidarity. It is to carry-
out this splendid work that we are again approaching
all the soldiers of peaw and freedom, and once again
making an appeal to their generosity.

We know that our api)eal will I)e answered. It must
I>e. Begin collections at once for all the tiny orphans
who are a little, as it were, our oyvn. Help us to make
ready yvitliout delay that fine building in which wc
shall I»e able to calm so much grief and distress.

Our home yyill be worthy of the glorious past of
the International Brigades, a living symbol of human
solidarity. iiL

AXDItf: GItftOOIKE
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Some ,.eoes from our units' «toy, . in villanos I, tho roor”~urd.

DIANA (U. G. s Madrid





