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Major C. R. Attlee, leader of 
the Parliamentary Labour Party 
and o f the Opposition in the House 
of Commons, Noel Baker M. P-, 
and Ellen Wilkinson M. P., both 
members of the Executive Com­
mittee of the Labour Party, tog­
ether with Mr. Dugdale, private 
secretary to Major Attlee and 
parliamentary candidate for Birm­
ingham, formed an official Labour 
Delegation whch has just conclud. 

a vimt to Spain.
The Delegation had been invited 

to come to Spain by Dr. Juan Ne- 
grin. President of the Council, and 
they made the utmost use of their 
stay here to find out for thems­
elves the real conditions of the 
country. A t Barcelona, Valencia, 
and Madrid they had various in­
terviews with prominent Governm­
ent and Military officials, and they 
útllised their time to the fuUest 
extent in order to get in contact 
with the civil population and the 
soldiers to discover the feelings 
and the spirit o f the Spanish 
people.

While in Madrid they paid a 
visit to the trenches in the Centre 
Front, seeing with their own eyes 
the battlefront of Democracy. Lat. 
er üiey had an interview with Ge­
neral Miaja, Commissar Anton of 
the Centre Army, and Jesús Her­
nández, Minister of Education.

On December 5th they were 
j  received by Comrade Luigi Gallo, 

Inspector o f W ar for the Interna­
tional Brigade, at the W ar Com- 
miasartat where they had explain­
ed to them the role and some of 
the achievements of the Brigade. 
Here also they were met by Lieut­
enant-Colonel Copie and Dave Do. 
ran, Commander and Political 

»  Commissar respectively of the 
15th Brigade, and Captain Fred 
Copeman, Commander o f the, Brit­
ish Battalion who had come spe-

LABOUR GROUP IN TALK TO THE ENGLISH SPEAKING 

OF THE BRIGADE EXPRESS DETERMINATION TO 

CARRY ON FIGHT FOR SPANISH CAUSE IN BRITAIN. 

MAJOR ATTLEE CONDEMNS “ NON-INTERVENTION” AS

“ FARCE”

dally  to Madrid to invite them to 
visit the Brigade to which are 
attached their countrymen.

IMPRESSIVE RECEPTION

Their reception at the Brigade 
the following day was a fitting 
climax to their whirlwind tour. 
When they reached the town in 
which the Brigade is quartered 
they were met by the Britidi Bat­
talion and the Lincoln-Washington 
American Battalions drawn up at 
attention, with the scene lighted 
by gasoline torches held ' by the 
soldiers. The uneven, yellow glare 
outlining the trim lines of soldiers 
and the people of the town, crowd.

ed along the walls and balconies, 
prompted one o f the speakers to 
compare it with scenes during the 
Chartist movement in England. 
The Chartists fighting for suffra­
ge and other democratic rights 
over a hundreá years ago had 
demonstrated by torchlight for 
their demands.

The First Company o f the Brit­
ish Battalion received the honor­
ary name o f "M ajor Attlee Com­
pany” in the presence of Division 
General Carlos Walter, Inspector 
of W ar for the International Bri­
gade, Luigi Gallo: Commander of 
the Brigade, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Copie; Brigade Political Commis­
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A T T L E E  at the io re fro n t , ou  the ba lcon y  o f  M ad rid 's  W a r  M l- 
G co cm l M IA JA  (cen ter) is  ta lk ing  to  A N T O N . C om m U sar o f  

W a r o f  the A rm y o f  the Center.

sar, Dave Doran, and the entire 
delegation,

Lieutenant-Colonel Copie, form ­
er member of the Tugo-Siavian 
parliament, spoke at the ceremony 
in the name o f the Brigade.

Major Attlee, himself an exper­
ienced aoldier. spoke to the as­
sembled Battalions.

“We are proud” , he said, “ o f the 
deeds o f these who have died and 
of those who still live. W e have 
seen and know the spirit o f the 
Spanish people and, like you, are 
sure of their victory.”

In referring to “non-intervent­
ion" he stated “It is truly a farce.
It should have been over long ago. 
Everybody knows it -is a farce” .

He promised, in the name of the 
entire-delegation, to take the truth 
of the struggle back to Britain 
and to do everything in their po­
wer “to try to bring pressure to 
bear to change this policy so  fra­
ught with danger to Democracy” .

B.áKER CHEERED

Noel Baker in his speech refer­
red to British tradition In relation 
to Spain during the Civil War o f 
1S37 against the monarchy and 
oppression. “ England sent 10,000 
volunteers to aid the Spamsti pe­
ople in the struggle for Liberty 
and opened her armouries to send 
arms” .

He was greeted with cheers 
when he declared, “I  wish we wer.e 
doing the same today".

“I am not very proud o f the 
part caar British Government has 
played towardademocratic Spain” , 
he said, cheered by Major Attlee.

Major Attlee led the assembly 
in a loyalist salute when Captain 
Fred Copeman called for a one 
minute silence in honour of the 
members of the British Battalion 
who had fallen fighting for De-

(ConUoued on page !2.)
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T H E  V O L U N T E E R  F O R  U B E R T T

World Trade Union Unity Scores Big Advance
In recent weeka the cai.ae nf ____ ^  ^In recent weeka the cause of 

working class unity haa advan­
ced towards one decisive victory, 

From November 23rd to the 26th 
the delegations o f the Inter- 
national Federation o f Trade 
Unions and o f the Central Coun- 
cU o f the Soviet Trade Unions 
met together in Moscow to dis­
cuss the fundamental principles 
on which trade union unity can 
be established on tlje basis o f the 
anti-war, anti-Fasciat struggle. 
The agreement arrived at has to 
be submitted for approval to the 
Bureau and the General Council 
o f  the I. F. T. U. on the one hand 
and the Central Council o f  the 
Soviet unions on the other, but 
this agreement lays the founda­
tions for the entry o f the Soviet 
Trade Unions into the I. F. T. U.

E E A C nO N  DISPLEASED

The reactionary press has re­
ceived the news with grinding of
teeth and howls of rage __ the
I- F. T, U. will be delivered over 
to the "Stalinist dictators", etc- 
In 1925, when the General Coun­
cil o f  the British Trade Union 
Congress was supporting unity 
between the I. F. T, U. and the 
Russian movement, the reaction­
ary press ran a sustained camp­
aign, which for virulence and 
misrepresentation has rarely been

in the forefront of the fight aga­
inst unity have tested their po­
licy to its bitter end, while the 
General Council o f  the British 
T, U. C. is not quite the same 
champion of unity as it was in 
those days. But one thing remains 
unchanged — the words "interna­
tional working-class unity" sound 
no more melodious to reactionary 
ears in 1937 than they did in 
1925. The depth o f  the reactio- 
narlas’ anger will be the measure 
o f the victory against war and 
Feiscism,

It  is earnestly to be hoped that

k " '

paralleled. The General Council 
were told that their proceedings 
were "gravely mutinous” , and the 
"Dally Telegraph” informed the 
world that their endeavours we­
re "a  matter o f  national humilia­
tion". There have been many chan­
ges in the array o f forces since 
1925 —  those leaders of German 
Social Democracy who were then

at its present meeting the Exe- 
cuUve o f the I. F. T. U. wlU reach 
a decision favourable to the 
speedy incorporation o f the So­
viet trade unions, in accordance 
with the Moscow t^reements. An 
International Federation o f Tra­
de Unions including in its ranks 
the millions of Soviet Trade Unio­
nists, and soon, let us hope, those 
o f the U. S. A. as well, will be 
an International with vast possi- 
bilities o f mass pressure against 
the complacency and the compli­
city, the vacillations and the re­
treats o f some Governments be­
fore the Fascist aggressors. 

Another problem the I. F. T. U. 
Executive will have to consider 
Is that o f the circumstances which 
compelled the majority of the or- 
ganisaUons in the U. G. T. to re­
move their former Executive. 
This problem haa already been 
solved to a great extent by the 
Spanish Unionists themselves, whc 
haVe shown that they wUl not 
tolerate the use o f their great 
organisation as a manoeuvring 
ground for personal ambition and 
individual interest which do not 
coincide %vith those of the Spanish 
people. Their action has been 
further strengthened by the de­
cision o f the People’s  Front Go­
vernment to recognise the new 
ExecuUve as the legitimate Exe­

cutive of the U. G. T. It is fer­
vently to be desired that the de­
legation which the I. p . t . U. 
sends to Spain will set the seal 
of its approval on the labour of 
unity already realised by the new 
Executive.

While there is an advance in 
the international trade union 
field, there is fe setback in the 
political field. On November 25th 
the Labour and Socialist Interna­
tional rejected the Communist 
International’s offer to begin joint 
conversations with a view to 
bringing intemaUonal unity into 
the realm o f reality. In their letter 
o f refusal Adler and De Brou- 
ckére claim that the Annemasse 
agreement did not provide for 
joint conversations. In the text of 
that agreement we read, howe­
ver; “They (i. e. the delegates of 
the two Internationals) are united 
in their desire that fresh con­
tacts should be made with the 
least possible delay for a more 
detailed study of the concrete 
ways and means envisaged for 
providing Spain with material and 
moral assistance.”

Months have gone by. We are 
still waiting for these “contacts 
with the least possible delay” , and 
although "hope deferred maketh 
the heart sick” we have not yet 
lost our hope that better councils 
will prevail.

IN  WHOSE DÍTEKESTS?

In France it will be remembered 
that the Socialist comrades post­
poned the drawing up o f a unity 
pact with the Communists on the 
grounds that what they wanted 
was organisational unity. Now 
the Central Committee of the

'.1

French Socialist Party has takt 
a decision which breaks up tbi 
unifi'-ction cbtnmlssion, though 
declares that the S, P. r e m j ,  
true to the policy o f united si 
lion. Only Zyromski voted agalB 
this decision.

The resolution was quoted wi 
great satisfaction in all the rea 
tionary French press to the tu 
o f "It’s  never too late to mend 
and an accompaniment of obliqi 
references to a “French” Sod 
Usm.

It is ironic that one o f the pr 
texts for this decision was the 
tide on the XXth Anniversary e= 
the October Revolution by no^ 
other than Comrade Dimitrofl 
whom the whole Spanish peopJ 
knows as one of the very bes! 
fighters for unity.

It is difficult to avoid the coi 
elusion that the campaign devc 
ted to breaking united action an 
preventing the full realisation o 
the People's Front progranmn 
has borne fruit in this particu 
lar instance, just at a time whei 
a widespread reactionary pio 
against the French State is co 
ming to üght. *

The balance sheet of unity ii 
showing both gains and losses 
The situation demands that the 
gains increase and that there be 
no more losses. The Fascist ag­
gressors are becoming ever mo 
re shameless and the Governments 
of the Western European demo­
cracies continue to display a hy­
pocritical impotence, a policy of 
inviting the burglar in for a drink 
and a friendly chat, showing him 
the next door neighbour’s house 
and hoping for the best.

A . M. E .

M aH E V G  M t  .VIT10.VS o . . ,
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I H E  V O L U N T E E R  F O R  L ÍB E R T V
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in the course of nearly a year and a half, the character o f the 
Spanish CivU W ar has radically changed. Two trained armies a ^ n o w  
f^ ln g  each other. The outcome of events will depend more on s t ^ ^ y  
and less on cHance. When the first International Column was f o ,^ ^ ,  
speed alone was essential; units were sent into the line with a mlm- 
mum of training and co-ordination. The International Brigades are 
now an integral part of a disciplined fighting force.

I f  it had been possible to caU up a fully disciplined army from  the 
Spanish soil at the outbreak of the war, the subsequent 
. vents would have been very different. The «ovem m ent s task m 
days was to stop the advancing rebels by whatever means they could 
lay hands on. There was no time to organize discipline on a  large s^l_ 
u  was neces-sary then to rely on the self-discipline that is mspircd in 
men who are fighUng for what they beffeve in.

Self-dlsclplinc may suffice lor a small group of men who r e n ^  ^  
.onstant touch with one another. A s the scale o f organization widens 
and the work of the small units is co-ordinated, the problem of disc­
ipline is  enormously increased. It becomes essenthd that 
command shaU be able to rely upon the uuits carry ing out 
us quickly and thoroughly as possible. In other words, unconditional 
obedience Is vital to the formation of a  fully trained army.

In the early days a good deal o f discussion went on m 
tional ranks. Even as late as Bnmete, some men would d ^ s  the 
merits o f an order instead of jumping to obey it. This sort o f behavlo 
is a legacy o f the old world, and shows how hard it is even for an anti- 

. .ascist to break his old habits. In his own country he often o ^ o s ^  
authority, because it was in the hands of the wrong men. He «  Hght- 
iag against their alUes now, but the position has changed. The author­
ity utder Which he serves is on his own side. He reahses now that 
every order is part of a general plan, that faUure to carry out every 
order may endanger the whole plan.

This has been the volunteer’s difficulty, to .c o g n iz e  
,«tw een one kind of authority and another, and to
accordingly. It is a  difficulty which has been largely overcome. There 
is n«yw a spirit in the units o f the Brigade which is quite new. Kewnt 
reemits, who have bean trained on the basis of the new “ ave
materially helped the change. The older members have responded. One 
of the most interesting aspects of life in the Brigade has been the ca­
pacity of the men to change. Such is the influence exercls^  upon them 
by their common purpose that Its changing requirements have a co- 
rrespouding effect on the men themselves.

on e  of the hardest disciplinary lessons that our volunteers had to 
learn was the necessity o f salutb.g. A t  first glance it  seems a s m ^  
.natter, and even appears to introduce an element of 
between officers and men. It rendnded the men too much of the respect 
they were asked to show at home to those who exploited them.

Thanks to the Institatlon of poUtical commissars, whose duty It is 
to act as a link between the men and the command, the reason for 
saluting is now generaUy understood. There is no question of exploitat 

t  e^pty  ~ p e c ,  . L  u.a . m c r .  . .  the B .l .a d . .o .d  tu ™  p . .  
Wons by virtue of merit and service alone, and every soldier h ^  an 

■ equal chance o f rising to rank. Saluting is a simple device tor assisUng 
an officer to have his orders prompUy obeyed. The soldier who is K - 
luctaut to salute is reluctant to obey; his reluctance means that his 
mind is occupied with the thought that he Is “as good a soldier’ as 
his officer, and if that U the case, he is  likely to consider his own 
decisions as good as those he receives. Such a man caimot be re -

led on.
The problem is fad ii^  out. It is rarely now that you hear objections 

raised In the Brigade to the new regulaUons. This reflects both on the 
command, whom the men respect, and on the men themselves, w o 
want to get the war won. Above all. It is a  tribute to the p o w e r s  
sense of unity which nmkes such changes possible, and it seems to 
l«rsist through every thing and despite everything.

T H E  S T U D E N T S  o f  th e  T -agasca In stitu te  o f  th o  F. 
o f  U niversity  Students) a re  the “M adrinas d e G u erra  o f  the 
T h ese  y ou n g  stndento v isited  th e  In tern ation a l B r ig a d e  H eadquarters o f  
fh e  M a d r i f c l m i s s a r i a t  reoenU y and w ere  enterta ined b y  the A ngb.- 

A m erican  delegation  there.

U k i

r_ i

T H E  W A Y  the M adrid  In ternationa l B riga d e  headquarters l o o k ^  last

In tUe U . 9» o*
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THE VOLtNTEEB FOR LIBERTY

A CLOSE-UP OF OUR CHIEF OF STAFF ^
Major Robert H. Merrliaan of 

the Fifteeath Brigade was imce 
a univeraty lecturer. Because he 
wears spectacles and has a qniet 
voice, soirse believe he has ne'wr 
been anything else. This is far 
from true. Bob Merriman's life 
has been tough, even hard-boiled.

TVue to the old American cust­
om, he started living away from 
home at a very early age. He had 
worked through a number o f jobs 
before he came to have any pro-

/

•M.ajOK M K E B I.M A V  an d  hix w ife  
M arion.

fessional connection vidth bo(As. 
The thirst for knowledge caught 
him when he was working in a 
logging camp, where he met a 
man who had read a little about 
much. He was inspired to do the 
same, and with this intention he 
trekked o ff to Nevada Tiniversity, 
where he planned to spend a year 
studsdng as many subjects as he 
could c< ^  with in that time.

The only subjects he had no 
interest In were those which he 
was compelled by statute to take, 
as a first-year student In the ef­
fort to avoid them, he *ow ed  
more initiative than any man had 
shovsm before him, and discovered 
a forgotten statute which gave 
him a reliable alibi. He got away 
with it. Before anyone else was 
able to do the same, the statute 
w-aa formally repealed.

Bob Merriman's ideas about life 
In general are clear enough, but 
so far as his personal destiny is 
concerned he does not even trouble 
to rough-hew i t  Provided he can 
work for his general ideas, he is 
indifferent how he earns his liv­
ing. Mental and physical work 
are equally congenial to him. He 
may plan ahead, but he Is ready 
to see his plans changed by cir­
cumstances without regret. His 
philosophy Is very serviceable.

His single year o f study leng­
thened to four; his many subjects 
narrowed to one, economics, on 
which he became an authority.

Just why his plans changed it is 
difficult to say, but suspicion re^s 
on the girl he feU In love with the 
day he enrolled as a  student. With 
a stroke o f poetic justice, he ma- 
rrled her the day they both left. 
During the four intervening years, 
both man and girl had to keep 
themselves. The girl had given a 
new twist to the old American 
custom by having her family walk 
out on her. They had now walked 
back again, and they, too, had to 
l>e kept.

Bob Merrimaa's small store of 
savings wore out with his shoes. 
Feeling he had a  capacity for win­
dow dressing, he offered his ser­
vices to a department store for 
a  new pair of shoes, and got the 
contract. His ability earned him 
promotion to the counters, where 
he sold a  corset so successfully 
that the manager, who watched 
him do it, gave him a permanent 
job. Prom then on he never lac­
ked work. He reckons the oddest 
thing he ever did was to be a  sa­
lesman in an undertaker’s par­
lour, ®

Two years of university life had 
convinced him that It was all ra­
ther reactionary. He resigned from  
his fraternity — the only man who 
had ever done so, He resigned 
from eight other societies. He 
was unable to resign from) the 
military R. O. T, C„ which he 
had joined few the pay. As things 
turned out, this was fortunate, as 
his military grounding has since 
proved useful to the Spanish Re­
publican Army, Had he been able 
to resign, he would probably have 
done so, as a protest against the 
exaggerated importance placed by

the authorities on military in­
struction, He made his opposition 
evidtoit in the student paper, of 
which he was manager. In return 
for this he was denounced in pu­
blic by the President, who re­
frained only from  referring to 
him by name. This did not deter 
him from  remaining another two 
years.

On leaving the University, a 
married man. he took a job dig­
ging ditches, which he liked. He 
is probably the only man in the 
Fifteenth Brigade who likes dig- 
g ii^ . An influential friend got 
him his next job  at the Univer­
sity o f California, where he even­
tually became a lecturer in eco­
nomies. During this time he lived 
in a single room with his wife 
and the peripatetic f amily  

Despite the family, life became 
too still. They moved out and 
Merriman took a  job  in a Ford 
plant. Just at this time the San 
Francisco general strike broke 
out, and Merriman plunged into 
it, becoming an I, L. D. organi­
zer. His knowledge o f strategy 
warned him that it would be wi­
se not to let his former emplo­
yers at the University know 
about this. It might have stood 
out a mile; but as Merriman says, 
professors live in glass houses and 
never look out o f them. When la­
ter He asked the professors to 
finance him to the Soviet Union 
on a traveling fellowship, they 
saw through nothing. He sailed 
with his wife.

As soon as he arrived he began 
collecting material fo r  a book on 
the economics of collective farm­
ing. As a preliminary, he investi­

gated life on eighty farms. Hh 
book was already begun when the 
war broke out in Spain. A t th« 
same moment the current two- 
year period expired. This was too 
much. He packed up and became 
a soldier again.

Merriman arrived in Spain in 
January and joined the first Ame­
rican group. B y the time it be­
came the original Lincoln Batta­
lion, he was its adjutant. He ini­
tiated a movement to establish 
efficient training centres in the 
open, the first o f which was bulit 
at Pozo Rubio and destined for 
the Lincolns. They were already 
in camions, on the point of mov- 
Ing to their base, when an order 
came that they were to go straight 
to the front, The February trou­
ble was starting at Jarama,

They spent the night in Alba­
cete. Rifles were issued. In the 
morning each man fired three 
shots into the side of a hill with 
his own rifle, and that was the 
extent o f his training with it. 
Events put Merriman in command 
o f the Battalion the day they 
moved up. They went straight in­
to the battle and laid the found­
ation of the Battalion's good re­
cord. They gained ground, even in 
those difficult days.

‘A fter twelve days o f fighting, 
on Feb- 27th, Merriman was woun­
ded in the arm. The hospital doc­
tors were short of medical sup­
plies, and put his arm in- builder’s 
plaster, which is several times 
heavier than its medical equiva­
lent. He carried the weight and 
the wound around together.

When his wife heard the news, 
she caught the first aeroplane 
out, contrary to his instructions. 
Only recently she returned to the 
States to make propaganda, as 
one who had worked close to the 
war.

While still ccmvalescent, Merri­
man took charge o f the Officers’ 
School. Frc«n here he was tran­
sferred to take comraand o í  the 
new Mackenzie-Papineau Battal­
ion, whose thorough grounding is 
largely due to his efforts. He ca­
me up to Headquarters while the 
brigade was at rest after the Brú­
ñete offensive, and took over his 
present duties as Chief o f Staff, A  
waft of additional efficiency blew 
in with him

th' 
ua 

' ta. 
th 
no 
of 
lit

4-

O C R  “G L O R IO S A "

Since then he has been through 
the actions at Quinto, Belchlte 
and Puentes, a familiar figure, 
•with a heartening coolness and a 
hatless head.

M . T .
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TITF. V O L U N T E E R  F O R  L IB E R T Y

Two New Tasks Face the International Brigades
In the present situation in Spain 

the volunteers in the Internatio­
nal Brigades are faced with new 
tasks In addition to those which 
they have been undertaking up to 
now. Firstly there is the question 
of giving effective help in the mi­
litary and political training of the 
new recruits — an indispensable 
cMidition which determines a 
unit’s fighting value —  and se­
condly that o f promoting the ma­
ximum number o f new Spanish 
cadres from  the ranlB.

Our Army is growing every day: 
new recruits are flowing in. The 
necessities of the war make it im­
passible to give these men long 
months of training. The new re­
cruits have to be trained in a few 
weeks and made into good sol­
diers, acquainted with military 
tactics. And it is precisely the 
"old soldiers” , those who have 
gone through long months of war 
who should becMne the organisers, 
the moving spirits and the ins­
tructors among these new re­
cruits.

What would he the fighting va­
lue o f a  unit with a handful of 
trained men, but with the great 
majority of Its members inade­
quately prepw’ed? It  is obvious 
that its value could only be ne­
gative.

■rri-

the
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We must therefore co-ordinate 
and concentrate all our efforts 
with the aim o f providing our Ar­
my with the qualities which will 
enable it  to  Inflict a decisive de­
feat on Fascism. We should profit 
by every opportunity, by every 
moment o f rest to ca n y  out 
training exercises, with old and 
new soldiers together, so that the 
experience of the older soldiers 
can be passed on to the new re­
cruits. Let the more e:q>erlenced 
soldiers give an example o f disc­
ipline and goodwill, wherever they 
are. Only In this way will our In- 
temaUonal Brigades be able to

W AR WAGED AG/\INST 

IT.T.ITF.RAOY IN  THE 45TH 
DIVISION

The 45th Division has given ua 
the balance sheet of ooe month’s 
activity on an Important front. 
In the 12£h Brigade 123 indivi­
dual lessons have been given and 
77 collective lessons. In two Bat­
talions of the 13th Brigade the 
figures are 34 individual lessons 
and 40 collective lessons. The to­
tal for the whole Division is 255 
individual lessons and 141 collec­
tive lessons. Out of 717 llUterates 

’ 60 have learned to read and 
write.

fulfil their role and maintain their 
reputation as shock units.

To bring this about, however, 
there are other conditions which 
are necessary.

In our International Brigades 
the best possible relationships 
must exist between the Internat­
ionals and the Spaniards. We 
must succeed in forming a united 
and monolithic whole, despite dif­
ferences of languages and tempe­
raments.

When reproaches are ma4e 
about poor work among the re­
cruits, one often hears the reply: 
"But we have no Spanish cadres 
to work among them.” They ask 
for cadres everywhere —  from 
the Division, from  the Array 
Corps, or the Government. Ob­
viously they get nothing or very 
little. The fact is that the same 
difficulties are encountered eve­
rywhere. There is only one solut­
ion —  to develop new forces, new 
cadres.

We must know how to bring 
out the comrades with intelligence 
and ability who are hidden in the 
ranks and set them in responsible 
posts.

The quality and the quallficat- 
iota o f the cadres in our Internat­
ional Brigades should be measured 
by the number o f new leading for-

ces they have been able to draw 
from  the ranks.

It should be regarded as hum­
iliating for the leaders of our Bri­
gades to have to ask for cadres 
from  other units. W e ourselves 
must create them, and in such lar­
ge numbers that we are able to 
send them to units that stand in 
need o f them.

I  know that there are comrades 
who have a feeling of pride when 
they count all the International 
officers and commissars in the 
Brigades: "See how many good 
elwnents we, the Volunteers for 
Liberty, have glvMi to the Spanish 
cause” .

It it certainly true that we ha­
ve given many good elements to 
the Army. But we should take 
much more pride in being able to 
say how we have contributed to 
bringing out a large number of 
new Spanish cadres from  our 
ranks.

By giving active assistance In 
the fulfilment o f these two tasks 
—  the training o f the new re­
cruits and the formation of new 
Spanish cadres —  we shall have 
done a great deal towards streng­
thening and reinforcing our Army.

L. GALLO 
Commissar Inspector 

of the International Brigades.

K  t
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tVHO’ S D l’M B?

"They’re talking now of recog­
nizing Franco as a belligerent.” 

"Are they? It hasn't taken 
eighteen months for some of us 
to recognize that.”

Berlin police have seized all 
Scandinaviam periodicals. Includ­
ing Swedish, Danish and Norwe­
gian, for publishing caricatures of 
Goering and Schacht, The Ges­
tapo considered the pictures of­
fensive.

Munitions men 
Exult again
And say “ What could be finer 
With Spain at war 
And —  what is more —■
Japan invading China.”

O N E  O F  O tIB  cook s  In the 16th B riga d e  gettin g  th e  gru b  read y  o u t  In
th o  open.

The Nazi censors have gone to 
work on the film  “lioy d s  of Lon­
don” , now showing In Berlin. One 
piece o f dialogue they cut out 
was the .line in which a boy asks 
his uncle, “Does it go well with 
the war in Spain?”

Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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’S M INISTER OF AGRICULTURE TRACES 
AGRARIAN REFORMS IN REC ENT IN TER VIEW

In the forefront o f constructi­
ve work carried on by the Re­
public Tiuiat be put that o f  Agra­
rian Reform. Since July, 1936 the 
condition o f the Spanish peasant 
has been changed altogether and 
this lot has improved from  day to 
day, The famous decree o f Octo­
ber 7th, 1936, nationalised the 
lands of the great rebel proprie­
tors and handed over the entire 
use of them to those who cultiva­
te the ,9011. I asked Vicente Uri­
be, the Minister o f Agriculture, 
to tell me about the agrarian po­
licy of the government.

FLIGHT OF PEASANT

"The agrarian question has al­
ways played a large part in Spa­
nish politics. Before the rebellion 
the peasants lived under a semi- 
feudal regime. Almost halt the 
fertile land belonged to the big 
proprietors —  six great landlords 
possessed between themi 264,000 
hectares, entire provinces! The big 
estates o f more than 250 hecta­
res owned a third of the cultiva­
ble land, while many of the pea­
sants had not even halt a hecta­
re. The farmers and small pea­
sants, who rent land, payed enor­

mous tribute; 40 to 60 % o f the 
produce o f their labors went to 
the proprietors!

"The condition o f the agricul­
tural laborers was even worse. 
Before the rebellion, in the pro-. 
Vince OÍ Albuquerque the wor­
kers were still paid only a single 
meal fo r  tolling from  sunrise to 
sunset. In Granada a day’s  work 
was paid four pesetas, in. Elxtre- 
madura 2.50, in Salamanca and 
Tbledo 1,50. As fo r  women they 
received 60 centimes at Toledo: 
and at Valencia an orange-picker 
received 2 pesetas for ten hours’ 
work.

"This was not all. H ie agricul­
tural workers only obtained the­
se laughable salaries when their 
work was needed. During the off 
season, fo r  months and months, 
they did not earn a penny, And 
their lives were more wretched 
than those of serfs in the Middle 
Ages. It was very simple: they 
died of hunger. In Extremadura 
the peasants were reduced to 
toasting acorns for food. But as 
the oak forests belonged to the 
lords they were arrested by civil 
guards when the peasants were 
caught gathering acorns and 
thrown into jail!

"The agrarian problem WM^one

«9
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o f the underlying causes of the 
fall o f the monarchy, and the 
Republic at once attempted to 
solve it. It was decided to dis­
tribute land to the peasants after 
having Indeirtnifled the proprie­
tors, The misfortune was that the 
government was composed of men 
who were perhaps sincere repu­
blicans, but many of whom were 
also big landowners, or related to 
big landowners. This explains the 
weakness and dilatoriness with 
which the reform which was de­
creed in the enthusiasm of the 
first days of the first days was 
executed.

REACTION HALTS K EFO iaiS

"Nevertheless, in 1932, after the 
pronouncement o f Sanjurjo, the 
government suddenly became 
uneasy and decided to punish the 
monarchist rebels decreeing that 
they should be expropriated wi­
thout indemnity. But the reaction 
was violent and when the Le- 
rreux-Gll Robles government ca­
me into power, all agrarian re­
form  was shelved. The few  small 
advantages which the peasants 
had obtained were removed. Dur­
ing the 'two black years’ , 1934 
and 1935, there was a return to

i
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the worst days o f the monarchy, 
“When the peasants tried to 

defend their rights, the landlords 
refused, purely and simply to al­
low them to work on their land. 
It was a sort of ag.ricultural loc­
kout. 'We', they said cynically, 
’we’ have money, we can wait. 
Whereas, you, if  you do not sub­
mit, we shaU not give you any 
work ^>d you will die of hun-

'■V

V IC E N T E  V R IB E , M inister o f  A g rlca ltu re ,

ger’ . The peasants sometimes tried 
to rise, but the landlords put the 
hated civil guards on their track ,' 
the watch-dog o f the big land­
lords.

’ ’And this is why the triumph 
of the Popular Front on the 16th 
o f February, 1936, was so over­
whelming: all the peasants were 
against the reaction, they had vo­
ted en masse for the Popular 
Front. Also the first thought of 
the February government was to 
reestablish the agrarian laws of 
'31', and to raise the wages of 
the agricultural workers. But re­
action would not admit defeat, 
the landlords continued to boycott 
the peasants. In May 1936, near 
Albacete, the Civil Guard killed 
25 peasants. Fascism was already 
aligning itself against the will of 
the people.

’’And then came the rebellion 
of July 18th, which broke in the 
middle o f the harvest season. Na­
turally. in the country, as in the 
towns, everything was disorga­
nised, people only thought o f rush­
ing to arms, and in the general 
disorder the crops ran a  risk of 
being lost. The government un­
derstood the gravity o f the situa­
tion and its first care was, in 
spite of all difficulties, to assure 
the gathering o f the harvest. In 
every village agricultural commit­
tees were formed, composed of 
municipal counsellors and repre­
sentatives o f trade union organi­
sations and political parties of the 
People’s Front.
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“A great deal was done to gi­
ve publicity and explain to tbe 

• peasants the importance o f field 
work to win the war. Everyone 
was mobilised. It  was a  complete 
success. The crops were not lost 

,an d  the sowing was accomplished 
with such enthusiasm —  large 
areas of uncultivated ground we­
re sown —  that the wheat har­
vest in 1937 was greater than in 
1935 and 1936.”

GREAT STRIDES

"Was it really on the 4th of 
September 1936 that the portfolio 
of Agriculture was entrusted to 
you?”

“ Yes, and m y party realised 
that the problem must be imme­
diately and fundamentally dealt 
with. M y first act, as minister, 
was to give a legal standing to 
the will o f  the peasants. A t one 
blow the agrarian reform which 
had been talked o f for 30 years 
was realised. On the 7th o f Octo­
ber, 1936, we published the de­
cree which Is the agricultural 
charter of the Spanish Republic. 
The use and the enjoyment o f the 

* lands thus nationalised was given 
to the peasants and the munici­
pal collective!.

’ ’Under the monarchy in 24 
years the Institute o f Agrarian 
Reform had distributed 6,800 hec­
tares of land to  tbe peasants, ‘The 
Republic from  1931 to 1936 dis­
tributed 164,000 hectares, and 
from the triumph o f the People’ŝ  
Front in February 1936 up to ' 
July, 712,000 hectares. We, since 
the rebellion, have distributed 
more than three minion hectares! 
Thus, thanks to the decree of the 
7th of October the agricultural 
workers and the small proprietors 
have received land, the farmers 
and peasant owners have ceased 
to pay rent to the rebel proprie­
tors, and the small proprietors ha­
ve naturally kept their land as 
well as all those other landowners 
who have remained faithful to the 
Republic.”

S. T.

“ MORE AND BETTER BOOKS”  IS THE 
SLOGAN IN LOYAL SPAIN

In Loyal Spain today books are 
almost as important as bullets. 
One OÍ the tremendous tasks the 
People’s Front Govemment has 
undertaken Is the liquidation of 
the mass illiteracy which is one of 
the characteristics o f the feuda­
lism that the fasciats want to per­
petuate. Under the slogan "Cultu­
re is also a  weapon against Fas­
cism” , mind is being united with 
heart In the battle. Thus books are 
beginning to flow throughout the 
land in a veritable flood. With 
a magnificent response the Spa­
nish people have taken to learning 
and reading. This work o f educa­
tion, which began at the very 
outset o f the war, has already 
produced results so widespread 
that the statistical estimate o f 45 

, percent total illiteracy In pre-war 
Spain must be revised downwards 
many degrees for the loyal zone. 
It represents one the greatest 
achievements of a  people strug­
gling with their lives for demo­
cracy and all that goes with it.

'The EngUsh-apeaklng fighters 
in Spain are, of course, a highly 
literate group. Many are extreme­
ly well-read. But the contagion o f 
a land and a people full o f living 
convictions and driving ideas, has

—  r®’

S O V IE T S  E N JO Y  

S P A N IS H  F R U IT
In the first week o f December 

30,000 cases of Spanish oranges 
and lemcais entered the Soviet 
Union through the port of Odessa. 
By the end of the month 100,000 
cases of this fruit will be re­
ceived.

aroused in them a  thirst fo r  rea­
ding matter equally noteworthy. 
Thousands of volumes In English 
have been gathered and organized, 
and libraries exist in each batta­
lion. in each hospital, in the trans­
port squadrons, in rearguard posts. 
Everywhere that Anglo-Americans 
go, books are sure to go with them 
--a s  well as papers, pamphlets 
and magazineB. Needs and moods 
that books can answer are satis­
fied now with a  considerable de­
gree o f general satisfaction.

But it was not always thus. The­
se libraries were built with great 
effort and some expense. And it 
took a  long time. Books had to 
be bought -and more had to  be

■ !»i'

E N G L IS H -S P E A K IN G  com rad es in  on e  o f  their libraries at the fron t.

brought. They came from Ma­
drid and Valencia, from  New York 
and London. Cultural committees 
did what they could here in Speiin; 
friends at home did the rest. Ci­
vilized men must know, must 
learn, must read —  even In war. 
Let the book-burners do the re­
verse —  even in peace.

Subjects vary greatly, but books 
on political matters compete with 
light fiction for main popularity. 
The latter category fills an obvi­
ous need. Movies and regular 
forms o f  entertainment are to be 
found only in the large cities, 
which soldiers reach only on oc- 
carion. Relaxation —  which men 
crave so badly after the strain 
o f battle or training —  is there­
fore sought in reading right whe­
re they happen to be, since the 
libraries are brought along with 
other supplies. A t such times ma­
ny men plunge into books like 
swimmers into water on a  hot day. 
TTiey want —  and get —  the light 
stuff: detective and mystery sto­
ries, short etories, recent beet se­
llers and strange as it may seem, 
even talcs o f war. Humor is o f 
course, extremdy popular.

A t the same time it would per­
haps surprise an observer who 
did not know the anti-fascist vo­
lunteers intimately to see how 
warmly they regard the establis­
hed English classics, past and pre­
sent. The plays o f Shakespeare 
and Shaw, Bacon's essays, Gulli­
ver’s  Travels, Robinson Crusoe 
and on to John Galsworthy and 
Ernest Hemingway —  these are 
a  few Of the representative titles 
frequently requested. ’They are 
read with care and enjoyment not 
because o f their hallowed reputa- 
Uona, for these fighting men can

hardly be considered bookish. If 
a book looks good they lake it. 
The compulsory reading of bour­
geois education Is as unheard-of 
as fascist book-destructicm.

But it is natural that the litera­
ture read most attentively should 
be on political subjects. Anti-fas­
cists are thoroughly familiar with 
the basic truth o f things as they 
are in the world today and are 
keen to know the course o f events. 
All news o f the day U,__of course, 
most eagerly devoured. But things 
to keep them in touch with the 
shifting background, tbe funda­
mentals behind the happenings,— ' 
such books are seized upon and 
the men possessing them besieged 
until finished. The most recent 
instance o f this sort is ‘TVhen Ja­
pan Goes To War” , by O. Tanin 
and E. Yohan.

Several coplea of this book are 
in Spain, but not nearly enough 
to fill the bill. The same thing 
!.ras true o f Harry Cannes’ “ Spain 
in Revolt" and Louts Fischer’s 
pamphlet “ Spain in Armas” . The 
how and w h y is  what they seek, 
these readers-ln-arma.

Political history and general 
theory are unceasing aubjecta of 
reading and discussion, so far as 
many individuals are concemed- 
Theory and practice must be com­
bined at all times, o f course, but 
where are men doing it better 
than in Spain today? I f  it is true 
that some of the greatest leaders 
of the masses could not find the 
opportunity to study imtil thrown 
into jail, we may look forward 
to the devtíopment o f many a po­
tential leader, putting the enfor­
ced Idleness o f certain periods 
during war to similar uae.

M ,  M .
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A Labor Impostor  Passes
The fight which is being made 

for the unity o f working-class 
forces o f Britain has been pro­
foundly affected by the past ac­
tions o f the'one-time Labotir lea­
ders such as MacDonald, Snowden 
and naomas, Snowden died last 
May, unmoumed by any but tho­
se members of the owning classes 
whose servant he had been.

And now the leader ctf the trio 
has died and it is interesting in 
the light of present-day events, 
when unity is so essential to the 
continued existence o f freedom 
and liberty in Britain and through 
the world, to trace the pattern of 
events which led to the present 
position in world events, for It 
is certain that British policy has 
had a profound effect on the bour­
se of world events, and Ramsay 
MacDonald was directly responsi­
ble for the eclipse o f the Labour 
Party in the years following the 
second Labour Government. His

guiding star in all his actions 
from  the war years onwards was 
his hatred of Marxism and Bolshe­
vism. When he died, the Nazd pa­
par "Deutsche Allgemeine Zei- 
tung” appraised him thus;

"As a Socialist he was an out- 
^ ok en  opponent of Marxism".

MOVED BY HATRED

" m

The essence of his being is 
shown by the manner o f his acting 
when the Zinoviev forgery came 
to his hands. So blinded by his 
hatred was he that he was prepa­
red to lose the Impending General 
Election o f 1&24, in order that he 
mnght send a ferocious note to the 
Soviet Government demanding an 
explanation.

The "letter”, was palpably a for­
gery. and the cynical attitude of 
the Tories to the whole business Is 
typified by the commente o f Ma­
jor-General Sir Wyndham. ChUds, 
one time Chief o f the London Me­
tropolitan Police, leader o f the in­
famous Arcos raid, and no lover 
o f the Communists, as hia utte­
rances show. "I  regarded the Com­
munists as social pariahs and a 
body o f persons against whom 
every political party should wage 
ceaseless war.” This is the mBr), 
who when writing on the “letter", 
wrote the following, "There were 
oo  new ideeis and no new direc­
tions (in the “letter"), but it chan­
ced to appear at a psychological 
moment and its importance was 
exaggerated out o f all proportion 
in order to suit the exigencies of 
a political situation caiised by the 
forthcoming Election.

LETTER A  FAKE

B A H S A Y  M A C D O N A L D  In Court 
Dress.

"I  first became aware o f the 
despatch o f Mr. MacDonald’s no­
te by reading the dally papers. It 
was then that I  realised the im­
portance which was being atta­
ched to the Zinoviev letter from 
a political point of view. Very few 
people are aware that there never 
was any Zinoviev letter at all. The 
document in the possession o f Hia 
Majesty’s Government purported 
to be nothing more than, the En­
glish translation o f an alleged co­
py in Russian o f an alleged origi­
nal.

"Had Mr. Ramsay MacDonald 
been more conversant with the 
machinery o f the organisation 
which he controlled in addition to 
administering the office o f Prime 
Minister, I  think he would have 
sought other (pinions before de­
spatching his note. I  feel that his

A S T U R I A S
High in your mountain fastness still you fight, 
I.acklug in arms out-numbered by the foe. 
Rather than bondage, to die fo r  what is right 
And with your ebbing strength deal blow fo r  Wow.

Proudly you give your aU in freedom’s cause, 
A  bright example to oppressed mankind.
Cut o ff from  aid, yet fighting without pause, 
Steel horde ahead, wild barren rock behind.

From belching cannon’s mouth and from  the skies 
The steely death rains on you day and night, 
Traitorous diplomats Ignore your children’s cries 
Deaf to your agony, blind to your plight.

Yet when the history o f this war Is writ 
And all this bloody massacre exposed,
W e your brothers wUl then in judgment sit 
And deai out justice to our mutual foes.

Then you shall be avenged, Asturias 
For every drop o f blood you gladly gave 
To make our fight for Liberty victorious 
Prom fascism and war the world to save.

H . G. S V X C I.IF F E

department did him a  disservice 
in permitting him (or possibly 
inducing him — I  do not know 
which) to send the note without 
having the original letter in his 
possession. ’There was no more 
evidence that the Zinoviev “let­
ter” emanated from  the I. K. K. I. 
than that the publications o f the 
C. P, G. B. came from the same 
source. I  am not, o f  course, speak­
ing o f evidence in the “police- 
court” meaning o f the word; if  I  
were. It would have to be admit­
ted at once that there was no evi­
dence whatever given in the Hou­
se o f Commons as to the existen­
ce o f the Zinoviev “letter” or its 
receipt in this country.

NOT SO DUMB

"On November 21st Sir Austen 
Chamberlain directed a Note to 
the Soviet Govermnent in which 
he stated that *I have the honour 
to inform you that after due de­
liberation His Majesty’s Govern­
ment find themselves unable to

ME
AN

L o o k ! W a rsh ip s !
T h a t 's  fin e . W e ’r e  rotU n 

b a ck  to  civ ilization . *

recommend the treaties in quest­
ion to the consideration o f  Par­
liament, or to submit them to the 
King fo r  m s  Majesty’s  ratifica­
tion. The Note further went on to 
quote an extract from  Mr. Ram­
say MacDonald’s  Note, and which 
concluded by saying that the "So­
viet Government would do well to 
weigh carefully the consequences 
o f ignoring this pronotmcement.” 

Childs’ final comments on the 
nmtter are "I f Mr. Zinoviev did 
actually despatch this letter to the 
Communist Party o f Great Bri­
tain. he must surely have taken 
temporary leave of his senses. 
What was the situation? A  La­
bour Govemmént in power, and a 
treaty with Soviet Russia was 
about to come before the House o f 
Commons for its consideration, so 
I can only conclude by giving it 
as m y opinion that if  Mr. Zino­
viev did send It he was, in collo­
quial language, a blithering idiot.” 

This effusion o f Childs’ shows 
all the pride in his class that one 
would expect for having pulled o ff 
a  slick trick on the electorate, 
Whether MacDonald was as dumb 
as he seemed, is, in view of what 
happened later, open to some 
doubt. But this incident shows the 
type of man he was and the kind 
bf influence he had on the Labour 
Party in the post-war years. He 
has gone, but there are still those 
who oppose working-class unity in 
Britain. The MacDonald tradition 
will not die an easy death. But 
die it will. Die it must.

O .  C .  Ü .
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MEDICAL STUDENT ESCAPES TO OUR LINES 
AND R E P O R T S  OF TERROR  IN S A R A G O S S A

According to a report from the 
Eastern front, it seems that in 

, one of our sectors at the Ebro 
Kiver a soldier jumped out o f the 
•nemy Hues, signalling not to be 
tired upon. He made a wild sprint 
for our parapets, and though the 
iBflcist sentries fired furiously, he 
was lucky enough to reach our 
Uenches unhurt.

A t headquarters he said he was 
k medical student and felt over­
joyed at having escaped from 
the fascist yoke. His testimony 
was full o f  interesting facts, for 
he had been detained from  August 
23 to September 1, last year, in 
m e Information Sendoe o f the 
i-'ualanglsts, in Saragossa, and 
uom  then until August 19 this 
year in the provincial jail.

The true assassins o f the Sara­
gossa proletariat are General 
Urrutia, Lieutenant-Colonel Dario 
Gazapo, and Police Commissioner 
Cogerti, who is also the adminis­
trator o f  Saragossa. Other agents 
who have punished the workers 
and leftists are Mulo, the Phalan- 
gist chief; VlUuenda, the local lea­
der; the Phalanglst police, Lamar- 
ca, Toro, Pinilia, Navarro. Herre­
ro, Trébol, and López del Olmo, 
who is also the station agent.

CITES CRUELTIES

There are also many elements 
o f the worst type in the various 
squads of the “ Cuerpos de Segu­
ridad” , "Asalto” , and “Guardia 
Civil” , those who are at the head 
o f the assassins, distinguishing 
themselves by their cruelty and 
ca llousn»s against the workers. 
Outstanding among them is a lieu­
tenant o f the “ Guardia CivH” , 
whose name the medical student

could not remember, but who is 
in charge of the Mareria district 
of the Aragon capital. As exam­
ples of utter cruelty he cited the 
assassination of don Antonio Pl.a, 
vice-president of the provincial

] 'j-'
i .

I-

THE “NATIONAL” .4.BMY

committee of Saragossa, whose 
eyes were gouged out in the pre­
sence of the student, and the case 
o f L c ^ z  Conde, member of the 
municipal council o f the city, who 
was horse-whipped to death. The 
same atrocity was inflictea on 
Manuel Marin Sanchez, the muni­
cipal librarian. The provincial ius- 
pector o f Sanitation, Señor AJbi- 
ñana, was killed shortly before 
the same fate was met by his son, 
despite the latter’s rank o f lieute­
nant. Comrade Gallo, o f the J. S. 
U., was shot, but when his family 
came to the morgue to claim the 
body they found it with the throat 
cut also. When the mother o f Gallo 
protested at this added barbarity, 
some Phalangists present in the 
m o i^ e  pushed her out with sho­
uts and jeers.

The student said he had seen 
an endless number o f civilians ta­

ken from the Saragossa jail and 
shot. Among them were don Fran­
cisco Araoda, retired professor of 
the faculty of sciences; the Mu- 
niesa brothers, professors of the 
faculty of medicine; the civil go­
vernor, don Angel Varea Coronel, 
and many others.

He related also how the priso­
ners were trained by the prison 
officials. One of these officials, Ju- 
Ho Diez, boasted proudly of bis 
ruthlessness and demonstrated it 
by killing an old man, shortly 
before he left the prison. Some of 
the champions o f cruelty exercised 
themselves by putting the whip to 
the Inmates.

Others who wers outstanding in 
their cruel excesses include a  Cap­
tain o f the Information Center of 
the Phalange; one who bragged 
of having shot "thousands” ; and 
one called Marques, who did not 
conceal the fact that he had snot 
tEe prisoners at Belchite. Quite fa ­
mous also were two men who are 
known in Saragossa as the bro­
thers “A1 Capone” , a nickname g i­
ven to them because in every 
quarrel or brawl they Immedia­
tely resorted to pistols. A t pre­
sent they are members of the 
body-guard used by the general of 
the Fifth Division.

All those known to have been 
members of revolutionary organi­
zations in Saragossa must be de­
nounced as a matter of law, after­
ward to be shot.

When a prisoner is condemned 
to work under the custody of the 
“Guardia Civil” , it is considered a 
dreadful fate. Tire guards treat 
them in a terrible manner and ma­
ny workers are in the hospital as 
a result ot the blows and beatings 
they have received.

T R I B U T E  P A I D  T O  
F O U N D E R  O F S P A IN ’S  

S O C IA L IS T  P A R T Y
The Delegation o f  the Commi­

ttee for Unification of the Socia­
list and Communist Parties issued 
the following statement on the 
twelfth anniversary o f the death 
of Pablo Iglesias;

"To be faithful to the doctrines 
of Pablo Iglesias, we must on 
this day make a solemn promise, 
take a revolutionary oath, to fight 
more closely every day for the 
triumph o f the workers and of 
the masses. For Socialists and 
Communists particularly, the me-

V .

PAIil-O IGLESIAS

m oty o f this teacher should be 
an imperative duty to work and 
fight united until we have welded 
ourselves into one Party, the 
Single Party Of the Proletariat.

“ Pablo Iglesias, tireless fighter 
throughout his life for the rights 
o f the workers against the ex­
ploiters. against all the enemies 
o f the proletariat and the people, 
is an example for all the Spanish 
workers and anti-fascists during 
these moments in which the gra­
vity of the situation forces us to 
fight closer together every day 
in order to win the war, to fight 
to fhe finish, to crush Franco, and 
to hurl the invaders out o f our 
coimtry."

OU K  C A V A L U V

A P O L O G Y !
A  Horn & Hardart picket tells 

about the cop in uniform who 
^Kdogized for going into the sto­
re, explaining that It has the only 
available washroom in the neigh­
borhood.

Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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The Myth of a Dictator: 
How it was Invented

The well-known German author 
m  exile, Oonrad Helden, has pu­
blished a book entitled "Hitler; 
The Life o f a Dlctator.” In it he 
explains how and by whom the 
myth o f a  "führer" came to be 
created; how the National-Soda- 

1 list Party was started, climbed to 
power and enslaved all Germany. 
The fifth chapter o f the book is 
called "Dietrich Eckart Looks For 
a Dictator” and shows that the 
idea of a “führer” arose from  the 
topsy-turvy notions o f a bad poet, 
a drunkard unbalanced by the 
war, Here are some excerpts from 
this chapter:

"Whoever had the luck o f en­
tering the Ortiga Tavern, in the 
Bohemian district o f Schwabrlg, 
in Munich, on a  certain summer's 
night in 1919, would have been 
able to sit at a  table together 
with the regular habitués of the 
café, and thus witness the inven­
tion o f Hitler. Or perhaps it would 
be more accurate to say the In­
vention o f the legend of Hitler.

"In  this tavern the poet, Die­
trich Eckart. was holding forth. 
He was a man o f medium height, 
but corpulent, with an Impressive 
bald head ami very small eyes; 
and quite plainly a man who lo­
ved wine to excess. Ho had a ha­
bit o f using curse words which In 
no other language sounds quite so 
well as in the Bavarian dialect,

"Before the war this Dietrich 
Eckart had been the editor o f a 
weekly In Berlin which was a firm 
supporter o f the Kaiser. But like

A

a true Bavarian and natural Bo­
hemian he did not last very long 
in the capital. He then devoted 
himself to the theater and wrote 
a series of dramas. The two or 
three plays which were produced 
had very little success. And to 
compose dramas which are not 
produced, or if  produced, are not

Vd

H I T X E B

Ibsen’s meaning. But Eckart as­
serted, in his incomparable man­
ner, that he was concerned only 
with the spirit, not the form, of 
the original.

"This man, more o f an artist in 
üving than in writing, had beco­
me attracted to politics sinee the 
war, as had many others o f the 
literati. He began calling for the 
creation o f a party "to combat 
the Jews and Bolshevika." To the 
motley Bohemian crew that fre­
quented the Ortiga Tavern he de­
claimed, "It must be a party of 
the German bourgeoisie. W hy? 
Because a worker is also bour­
geois when he Is a German, Are 
wo going to regard the middle 
class and the farmers as either 
capitalists or tramps? Don’t they 
have to work fo r  what they have ? 
They should be emulated. But the 
proud financiers have to be des­
troyed. We must tetum  to almpU- 
cities."

Then he proceeded to explain 
his plans fo r  the organization o f 
the new party: “A t its head,” he 
said, “there must be a strong man, 
capable o f making himacif beard 
like the sound o f a machine-gun...

The Spanish Republican 
Theatre in the Warj

enjoyed would seem to be the des­
tiny of the Nazis In Germany.

"Among other works he made 
an adaptation of Henrik Ibsen’s 
"Peer Gynt” . It was notable for 
the extreme liberties it took with

The theatre company directed 
by Maria Teresa León, weU- 
known playwright and producer, 
has given performances to the 
soldiers defending the fronts In 
the Escorial sector near Madrid.

Speaking after the first perfor­
mance Maria Teresa said;

“ This is a new departure for 
our company. It Is our duty to let 
the soldiers know that we remem­
ber them. A t the siime time we 
accustom those who have never 
seen plays to see them and those 
who have hitherto only seen bad 
works to see good ones.

’’One fine, but cold morning we 
arrived at the front in order to 
give a little joy  and merriment to 
men who, before the war, had only 
known rough work In the fields 
and who had no time fo r  amiuse- 
ment, men who now, in the strug­
gle fo r  freedom, are living face to 
face with death. Our actors are 
not Uke the wandering actors who 
formerly went from  village to 
village inspired rather by hunger 
than by the desire to act.

“We come to visit our soldiers in 
a happy frame o f mind. From the 
road the distant enemy lines are 
visible. Far away can be heard 
the thud of bursting shells; white 
smoke can be seen rising from  a 
clump o f trees on the horizon. The 
undulating landscape, with its 
green hUls, does not in the least 
betray the proximity o f war.

"During a performance of "Ma­
riana Pineda” two soldiers were 
standin g  by m y side. One o f them 
said to the other; "A ll my life I 
have done nothing but dig and 
now I  am here like a lord.” This 
frank expression o f satisfaction 
goes a long w ay to explain what 
our struggle means. The peasant 
who has now become a soldier

K U L T  U R 1
BERLIN. —  Nazi police seized 

and destroyed all foreign news- , 
papers containing the pastoral 
letter issued by the German Epis­
copal Church. Among these for­
bidden papers were all the 
English daiUes a n d  s e v e r a l  
French.

for the rabble must be forced to 
shiver in its boots,

"This man should not be a po­
litician or an official. The public 
no longer feels any respect for of­
ficials. I t  is best that sucSi a  man 
be a worker who could say things 
without restraint, one who is not 
obligated to anyone... My God!" 
he shouted, “if  only Noake had 
not been such a so-and-so!" 
(Here came one of his characte­
ristic vulgar expressions).

Then he continued with his spe­
cifications fo r  leadership. “He does 
not need much brains. The trade 
of politician is the most stupid in 
the world, and every fishwife

knows it. I  p r^ er a conceited 
monkey, capable o f giving the 
Reds a loud answer and who will 
not flee before the raised hoofs 
of a horse. I  prefer him to a do­
zen learned professors.”

And as the climax of this lec­
ture on political ecience, Eckart 
said, “He miist be unmarried. In 
this way we can attract the wo­
men to us.”

This is the picture o f Hitler,- 
and many people still remember 
that the prophetic image was pain­
ted in a fly-by-night tavern in 
Schwabrig. Dietrich Eckart is the 
spiritual author o f the mvth o f a 
“fUhrer.”

D

finds it difficult, yet pleasing to 
find he is one o f the many who* 
are now no longer downtrodden 
and despised, but who, on the con­
trary, are given the opportunlUes 
which once were only the lot of 
the few.”

The audience, most o f whom are 
men, follow the play with the ut­
most attention. Afterwards they 
mix with the actors and chat with 
them. In former times the actors 
were something apart from  the 
audience, as separated as were 
the viüages from  the cities. Eve­
rything was out o f the reach of 
the peasants — Justice, culture, 
art... Now all is within their 
grasp.

They can learn to read and wri­
te, they can see the theatre, they 
can talk with the actors, they 
themselves can become actors.
The Republic has introduced them 
to a world of feeling. And now 
when they are fighting and cannot 
go to the theatre, the theatre co­
mes to them. How things have 
changed! The RepubUcan a o ld ie r .^ 'jj"  
are happy and cannot lose, for 
every day brings with it a new 
object in life. Every one of them 
now has the strength which a  hun­
dred men formerly had, in the 
days when life had no prospects 
and when every atom of stimulus 
was crushed in them even before 
they left their mother’s womb.

Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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DOCTOR BARSKY RETURNS 
TO

After a four-month speaking 
tour o f the United States, in which 
he spoke to enthusiastic audien­
ces from  Maine to California, Ma­
jor Edward Barsky o f New York 
has returned to Spain to resume 
his work with the American Hos­
pitals in Spain- Major Barsky, 
who headed the finst American 
Medical Unit to arrive In Spain 
early last February, toured the 
States under the auspices of the 
Medical Bureau to Aid Spanish 
Democracy.

“ There is a definite increase 
and crystallzation of sympathy 
for Spain in the United States” , 
said Doctor Barsky on his re­
turn to the American Base 
Hospital, “ and the Medical Bu­
reau has now darwn more and 
more people to its side in the 
gathering o f medical aid for 
Spain.”  A t meetings in ¿ill the 
major cities o f the United States, 
Doctor Barsky was received by 
large audiences and definite finan­
cial returns. A  high point in 
the Doctor’s trip was the forma­
tion o f a W est Coast Medical 
Unit for Spain, complete with 
doctors, nurses, technicians, and 
equipment under the leadership 
o f Doctor Leo Eloesser, profes­
sor of surgery at Stamford Uni­
versity Medical School. This 
unit, now in Spain, increased tre­
mendously the interest and acti­
vity for the Loyalists on the en­
tire W est Coast and in meetings 
in Los Angeles, San Diego, San 
Francisco, and Berkeley. People 
from  all classes were brought to­
gether and responded to Doctor 
Barksy’s pleas for aid.

A t a meeting in the University 
o f CaUfomia, which is represen­
ted in Spain by a large group <d! 
students now in the 15th Brigade 
under the leadership o f Robert H. 
Merriman, one time professor at 
the U. of C.. Major Barsky ad­
dressed a large audience o f pro­
fessors, their wives, and students 
o f  the school. “ This was a high

spot on my tour” , stated the doc­
tor. “The response was excel­
lent. The interest equalled, it
not in physical size, at least jn  
enthusiasm, m y meeting in Ma­
dison Square Garden, New York.” 

In Chicago and its suburbs. In 
Rockford, Illinois (the scene of a 
tremendous movement for the 
C. I. O .): in Boston, before Har­
vard students at a meeting in

U . S .  A m b a s s a d o r  to 
Germany Resigns

Professor William E. Dodd, 
American Ambassador to Germa­
ny, has resigned his post. Mister 
Dodd is noted for his progressive 
tendencies. He and hla son have 
spoken frequently in the United 
States before anti-fascist au- 

-diences.

i t -

D O C T O R  B A R S K Y

Woods Hole, Mass., where, with 
Dr. Walter B. Cannon o f Harvard 
Medical School, Major Barsky ad­
dressed representatives from  17 
universities working at the Mari­
ne Biological Laboratories. He 
also spoke before a group of doc­
tors at the annual convention of 
the American Psychological Asso­
ciation in session at the Univer­
sity o f Minnesota- In all these 
and other meetings for medical 
aid to Spain, money was raised 
and solidarity was expressed.

A t a meeting o f the staff. 
Doctor Barsky was welcomed 
back to Spain and to the sce­
ne o f the first American Base 
Hospital. A t this reunion the 
Doctor addressed the staff and 
congratulated Major Doctor Busch 
on the splendid advances made in 
his absence. He expressed the 
hope for even further strides in 
hospitalization in the future. 
Dr. Leo Eloesser was present at 
the gathering and spoke o f some 
first impressions o f Spain. The 
eminent California surgeon told 
o f the high type o f surgical work 
he witnessed in Spanish hospi­
tals. He told those present (in 
perfect Spanish) of his hopes for 
an even greater unity with our 
Spanish comrades.

M .  H .

A W atch  M a k e s  the 
R o u n d s

A  well-known comrade and 
old-timer o f the Fifteenth Briga­
de came out to Spain with a 
watch. He obtained this watch 
by means of a swap, which he 
arranged in London on his way 
out. On the back of it he ins­
cribed a brief message in Irish 
Gaelic.

He was wounded in the Fe­
bruary actions at Jarama. While 
be was at the dressing station, 
waiting with the blood running 
down his arm, he supposed that 
the watch would be o f no further 
use to him. He gave it to a com­
rade who asked to have it rather 
than see it thrown away, and 
after that he thought no more 
about it.

Some months afterwards an 
American came up to him and 
said, “You’re an Irishman, per­
haps you can tell me what this 
message means on the back o f 
m y watch.”

It was his own. The American 
passed it over without demur. He 
had taken it, he said, from  the 
wrist o f a French comrade, as it 
seemed a pity to let it be buried 
with blm.

The watch was going, and stlU 
goes on the wrist o f the man who 
brought it to Spain. By what de­
vious process of exchange it ca­
me Into the hands o f a French­
man will probably never known.

1000 Y e a rs  on Strike!

Thirty million working days 
were lost this year by strikes in 
21 countries throughout the 
world. According to the annual 
bulletin of the International La­
bor Office at Geneva, this is equi­
valent to one worker’s non-pro­
ductivity for a period o f one 
thousand years.

Spanish  Painter Goes to 
The United States

Pablo Picasso, the celebrated 
Spanish painter, will represent 
his country at the International 
Congress of Artists meeting in 
New York this month. Picasso 
had previously refused many in­
vitations to go to America, and 
accepts tbia time to show his lo­
yal support of the Government.

Not Even Fascist Bombers 
Could Ruffle his Dignify

Where was Wattis when the 
bombers came over? Wattia was 
shaving; or if  you can think of 
something else not unconnected 
with a man's personal prepara­
tions for the day, perhaps you’re 
right.

Wattis was a Brigade figure. He 
was Indeed. Any two other Bri­
gade figures would have fitted 
inside Wattis’ belt together. He 
was a Great Guy. It was Wattia 
who looked after the Brigade’s 
food sup^ily up to the time when 
he was wounded while we were 
taking Belchite.

When the bombers came over 
one morning during the Brúñete 
offensive, Wattis was shaving be­
hind a tree. This Brigade figure, 
half uncamouflaged, offered a wi­
de, pink target to the bombers; 
but Wattis went on shaving.

"Get under cover, for God’s sa­
ke!” shouted someone, running 
past. “They’re coming over!”

“Cover be damned,” said Wattia. 
"Do you think I  am going to pull 
up m y shirt for those blighters?”

And if  that wasn’t what he ca­
lled them, it began with the same 
letter.

H IS  M A S T E R 'S  A P P E T IT E

J a p a n e s e  B o m b a r d  
C a t h o l i c  M i s s i o n

Japanese bombing squadrons, 
in a raid over the town o f Huang- 
Teh, dropped several heavy char­
ges on the Catholic Mission the­
re. According to reports, the 
mission had clearly identified it­
self by ground markings. Ca­
sualties and material damages 
reach considerable figures.

• c r
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“H ow d y , G en em l. sa la d  e h ! L ik e  
the goupt*
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GATALON!A TEXTILE INDUSTRY 
IN THE WAR-

The great importance assumeti 
in Catalonia by t ie  industry of 
the textile manufacturing syndi­
cates and their development in 
t ie  present economic and social 
situation, have prompted us to ob­
tain an account of their various 
problems. With this purpose the 
members o f the Secretariat of the 
regional committee o f the manu­
facturing, textile and related in­
dustries of Catalonia have given 
us the following information:

A t the outset o f the uprising, 
when we had taken charge of the 
factories, we found that many 
individuáis had come to be small 
capitalists by buying a few looms. 
There were others who had for­
med companies by contributing 
capital and buying twenty or 
thirty looms together, but had not

T H K  W O M E N  o l  SpRln a rc  daily  
becom ing: m ore lnv<dved in  their 

co u n try 's  w ar industries.

developed very successfully; they 
had been forced to becomie de­
pendents of the large enterprises. 
The big firms were the ones which 
received the important orders. 
When the order was very large 
and greater productive capacity 
was needed, they resorted to the 
small companies to serve them 
and complete the work. In the ma­
nufacturing and textile industry 
there were many such cases of 
hoiwes who had no life of their 
own, who merely worked for 
others.

When the large firms were 
collectivized those of the greatest 
potential output refused to give 
work to the smaller firms, but 
this contradictory situation was 
abolished by the “ Decree on Col-' 

Aectivlzation", which required the 
large to help the small.

Eighty percent o f the regional 
*iiraduflyo©ijl)ad been for the home 
trade and ttit». remainder for ex­

port. The industry used 400,000 
bales o f cotton, most of it coming 
from  America and some from  In­
dia and Egypt. But when the 
uprising began the supply o f pri­
me materials was rapidly exhaus­
ted. Capitalism had declined to 
pay the debts it owed' to the 
American exporters, and we were 
forced to deal with a very limi­
ted amount of raw material. This 
we attached^ paying what was 
due. Through the efforts of a cer­
tain Bank we were able to settle 
all debts by the end o f the year. 
This was eloquent proof of our at­
titude. But there still remained the 
painful problem of the lack of 
raw materials. In seeking a  solu­
tion o f this problem a committee 
went to the Government in Ja­
nuary 1937. 'We calculated the va­
lue o f foreign exports at some
300,000,000 pesetas and proposed 
a formula to the Government. 
This consisted o f exporting ma­
nufactured goods and converting 
it, through commission agents, in­
to bales o f cotton which we 
wotdd receive by land; for we 
imposed the condition that the 
material would be brought to  the 
frontier. We would thus secure 
the advantage of a discount from 
the French railways and we al­
so planned to request the same 
from  the Spanish rail. But diffi­
culties arose and this idea never 
materialized.

Our structure consists o f in­
dustrial syndicates, grouped ac­
cording to manufacturing zopes, 
which number seventeen. Each 
has its own committee and to­
gether these delegates constitute 
the Regional Committee.

F O O D  SH O R T.aC E
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"IV h at’g th e  m atter w ith  these p i­
rate gubm arines? I t ’ g tijije they  

gank som e m ore  refugee^.’

iConünued from page 1.)

mocracy. Two rifle salutes were 
fired into the air by squads of 
picked British and Spanish sol­
diers during the silence.

"Help us to get arms” , was the 
plea o f the British 'Volunteers In 
the-battalion. “We'll do our part 
here, fighting not only for the 
freedom o f the Spanish people, but 
for the very existence o f the La­
bour Movement threatened by 
Fascism in Britain and the entire 
world. Tou must carry on the 
fight back home.”

General Walter voiced the de­
termination of the International 
Volunteers and the Spanish people 
to prevent Spain "from  becoming 
a European Abyssinia” .

MEETING TO AID SPAIN

After visiting the barracks of 
the British Volunteers the delegat­
ion had dinner at the Brigade 
Headquarters before continuing on 
their journey to Valencia Prior 
to Ibeir departure the delegation 
stood at attention during the play­
ing of the Spanish Republican 
anthem, then stood at salute while 
singing the "International” in 
company with the soldiers.

“ Good courage and good fort­
une” . cried Miss Wilkinson In part, 
ing.

Almost immediately after his 
return to Britain, M ajor Attlee 
will be the principal speaker at a 
great Labour Rally at the Albert 
Hall in London. This meeting is 
the climax to a great Aid-Spain 
Campaign which the Labour Party

V ol

A N O T H E R  p h oto  o f  the OHegation, E llen  W Uklngon M , P ,. |g on  Gene­
ra l M ia ja 'g  le ft . M ajor .A T TL E E  1» on the extrem e right.

BRITISH LABOUR DELEGATION 
VISITS SPAIN

The
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has been conducting over the last 
few  weeks, The Campaign has as 
its immediate objective the collect­
ion o f food and milk for the Span­
ish people, and the political object­
iv e -o f rousing public opinion in 
order to force the British Go- 
vemment to drop its policy of 
"non-intervention” .

With regard to the collection of 
food and milk, the support given 
by the working-class parties, and 
by the Co-operative movement es­
pecially, is such that the success 
is assured. In the case of the 
campaign to rouse popular opin­
ion against the policy o f the Brit­
ish Government, there is as yet 
no evidence that this is going with 
a real swing.

Major Attlee will return at the 
climax of this campaign—a cam­
paign which has not yet attained 
the necessary results. He will be 
fresh with memories o f his visit 
here, memories of a people who 
will fight to the bitter end, me­
mories of International Volunte­
ers Including his own coimtrymen 
who are fighting for the Liberty 
o f Spain and the Peace of the 
World.

What he must do is clear to us 
and to himself. H e must turn this 
meeting from  being the climax of 
one campaign into the first step 
o f an even greater one—a  campa­
ign which will really bring results, 
a campaign o f direct action in fa ­
vour o f  the Spanish Republic.
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