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OUR PEOPLE'S ARMY

The following is an offieiul
statement on the present military
situation in face of the impend-
ing fascist attacks made by the
Central Estado Mayor of the Mi-
nistry of National Defense of the
Spanish Itepubllcan Army to the
Spanish people just before the
Teruel olfenslve.

On the 20th of October Gijon

was evacuated. Thus ended the
fighting in the ancient princedom
of Asturias. The rebels, who were
in ViUaviciosa, were delayed for-
ty-eight hours in occupying the
"ity, where they met no resistan-
ce. The Franco offensive has not
yet started against the Govern-
ment’s lines In the East, the South
or the Genter. The loss of the
North was due, as no one can deny
to the policy of “non-intervaitlion"
and to geographical destiny.

The fascists, in their desire to
increase their territorial, moral
and industrial advantages so as to
gain favor with the democratic
chancellories, concentrated on the
North. Prom April to October
they covered themselves with the
blood of the Basques, the Astu-
rians and the people of Santander.

For eight months, except for
an episode like that at Alharracln,
the defense has been maintained
in Andalucia, in La Mancha, in
Extremedura, in the Center and
in Aragon. The enemy put all
effort into the occupation of the
northern coast. Have they done
well? In a military sense, no. The
martyrdom of the North gave the

Id Republic an intermission, an opp-
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ortunity which has served to org-
,anize its army and regulate its
rear.

Today the rear obeys the Go-
vemment fully and the army has
reached authentic efficiency.

We write t-ik commentary at
the end of November. We compare

mthe existing situation with the
state of affairs a year ago, and

It permits ua to be optimistic.
In November. 193% the Govem-
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MEET FRANCO'S FOREIGN FASCIST TROOPS

ffm rfi

Madrid, December 20 -

THE NEW PEOPI.E'S ARMV, no lonfer the weaponless and poorly clothed
militiamen of the early days of the war. Now they are part of a htghly
trained and technical Republican Army.

ment wa,s moved to Valencia, as
a first step toward Barcelona.
Miadrid was in the war zone and
seemed to lack the elements for
defense. An open city, it was
attacked from the south and from
the east, and was in grave peril.
To its outskirts had fallen back
the remnants of the militia co-
lumns which since September had
been driven back from Talavera
to Getafe, from Peguerinos to
BoadlUa. Their bravery and pers-
onal resourcefulness were no
match against material Superio-
rity.

A chaotic militia, arranged on
lines of political or trade union
loyalty, devoid of leadership or
seasoning, lacking even cartrid-
ges — such an army could not
resist the shock troops of Franco,
the Moors and Foreign Legionn-
arles, supported by Italian and
German aviation and large caliber
artillery, with armored cars, tanks
and automatic arms.

The truth is that it cannot be
understood how the enemy had

been held off for two and a half
months. Madrid seemed doomed
on the night General Miaja open-
ed the sealed envelope left behind
by the man who was then Prime
Minister. The next morning the
Committee of Defense held its
first meeting and drew up an aff-
idavit. This was later made public
and it reveals that all Madrid had
for its defense consisted of six
machine gims in good use, three
hours’ of ammunition, one hun-
dred cases of Mauser cartridges,
and the remainder of six militia
columns which, since Talavera,
had known nothing but retreat
and defeat.

Never, it can now be said, were
the rebels more certain of victory.
Why did they not enter Madrid?
How did they fail to take advant-
age of those days to strike the
fatal blow to the Republic? Some
day it will be known. One thing
is certain: the fascists lacked the
daring that Madrid possessed. The
defenders knew how to be heroes,
and raised a war-cry, a watchw-

1937

ord, which became a slogan that
was carried out to the letter. “No
Pasaran!”

Bismarck speaks frequently of
the imponderable elements which
decide battles. Clausewitz, in his
classical book on war, points out
that between theory and execution
comes the friction of reality. The
imponderable elements have wor-
ked in our favor for a year. The
friction with reality operates on
the side of legitimate causes.

The experiences of yesterday
should be the basis of the expect-
ations of tomorrow. Today we
have become a strategic power,
economically and politically, and
entirely homogeneous. We are
familiar with offensives; we know
not only how to resist them, but
also how to make them. Naturally,
we cannot discuss the plans of
the Army. Facts will apeak for
themselves at an opportune time.

Concerning the designs of the
enemy, the reports are numerous
and cOTtradictory. Will they
attack through Huesca toward
Lérida? Through Teruel toward
Castelléon? Through SigUenza to-
ward Guadalajara? Through Ar-
ganda toward Alcala de Henares?
Toward Pozoblanco? Toward
Jaeu? Toward Almeria?

Will they combine two attacks
at once? WiU they undertake a
grand series of operations, like
the one they followed in the
North? Will they make a series
Of feints to confuse us? We know
that a large number of their eff-
ectives of the Northern front were
immediately brought to the Eas-
tern and Center fronts. We know
also that Italian, German and
Moroccan contingents are still arr-
iving in Spain, with large quantit-
ies of war material. We know
that the policy of “non-intervent-
ion” continue to cause ua enor-
mous injury.

But we also know that we have
finally built an Army.
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Major MERRIMA N, Chief of Staff

DORAN, Brigade Political Commissar

Capt. DUNBAR, Chief of Operations
From the BRIiISH
BATTALION

The men of the British Batta-
lion, many spending their second
successive Christmas at the front,
send revolutionary greetings to
the British working-class and to
all the progressive parties who
support them in their struggle'in
arms against fascism.

We hail the national re-awaken-
ing which is finding expression in
the great Labour campaign for
the people of Spain. We urge on
all democrats, and in particular
on the British working-class to
give that campaign their fullest
support. Such united action in con-
junction with the valour of the
Spanish  Republican Army — in
whose ranks we are proud to ser-
ve— will hasten the victory, for
which so many British and other
conarades have given their lives.

May the coining New Year be
one of world-wide solidarity In
the struggle against Fascism so
that next Christmas shall find
the people of Spain enjoying the
era of peace and freedom for
which they are making such great
sacrifices.

T E

From the
LINCOLN-WASHINGTON

Tlie volunteers of the Lincoln
Washington Battalion, composed
of men from every State of the
Union, Cuba and South America,
send the Season's Greetings and
their best wishes to their families,
friends, trade unions and organi-
zations, as well as the entire
people of the United States.

Resisting with their armed
might the combined onslaught of
Franco and the Italian and Nazi
invaders they are fighting in the
best American traditions to main-
tain democracy and save Spain
from the barbaric aggression of
international fascism.

Thanking all their friends and
well-wishers for their unstinted
aid, support and solidarity, they
pledge to fight to their last drop
of blood against barbaric fa-
scism — the arch enemy of civili-
zation and humanity.

Proud of their glorious tradition
forged on the battlefields of Ja-
rama. Brufiete and Aragon they
Intend to carry on the fight to a
victorious conclusion so that next
Christmas may find Spain a laavl
of freedom* peace and good will
towards men.

SEASON'S CO

BATTALION

from the
X\r BRIGADE

After a year of hard-fought and
gloriously-won battles on the
fronts of Jarama, Brufiete and
Aragon, the Fifteenth Internatio-
nal Brigade spends Christmas in
tho front-line trenches.

Americans, British, Canadians,
Irish — and their Spanish comra-

des — man their trenches this
Christmas-tide playing their part
in the war for the freedom

of the pe«ple of Spain and of the
whole human race.

From the front-line they send
greetings to their comrades at

From the MACKENZ2IE-PAPI

The Canadian volunteers in
Spain, one thoiisand strong, wish
a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year to the Canadian peo-
ple back home.

The Canadian Mackenzie-Papi-
neau-Battallon, together  wdth
American and British in the XV
(Anglo-American) Brigade is pre-
senting an invincible front to op-
pose the traitor Franco «nrt Mus-
solini's and Hitler's fascist invad-
ing troops.

ENTS

Lt. Col. CO PIC,
Commanding the
XV Brigade
home—their comrades through
whose solidarity victory o\er

Fascism will be achieved and a
new era of peace and goodwill
ensured.

No peace until victory; no good-
will until the peoples are freed:
that is our Christmas Message,
our New Fear’s resolve.

NEAU BATTALION

strong and united with the Ca-
nadian people in their love for
peace, freedom and democracy
the Mackenzle-Papineau Battalion
forms the spearhead of the Ca-
nadian people in the fight against
international fascism in Spain.

Fascism is a menace not only
to Spain, but it is a deadly ene-
my of anything that represents
humanity, progress and enlight-
enment—it la out to desptroy civi-
lization and plunge the world Into
chaos and mass slaughter. In
democratic,

Canadian

fighting for a free,
victorious Spain the
volunteers are
their lives the happiness and fu-
ture of their family, friends and
the people of Canada as well.

Forward to victory! This Chris-
mas finds us in the trenches, but
we are confident that with the
continued aid and support of the
Canadian people we will celebrate
next Christmas at home rejoicing
with our people in the victory of
a free and democratic Spain.
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From the
SPANISH COMRADES

n the XVth. Brigade
Los camaradas espafiolea de la
XV Brigada Internacional se unen

a sus hermanos internacionales

""enviando un ferviente saludo a los

pueblos democréaticos del mundo.

Estamos seguros de que con
vuestra ayuda en los campos
de batalla aqui en Espafa, y
con vuestra solidaridad en vues-
tros propios paises, el nuevo afo
serd im afio de victoria, y en las
préoximas Navidades Espafia se
encontrard libertada de la tiranda

fascista.

From Frank Ryan on behalf of the
IRISH comrades:
in the XVth. Brigade

Nodlaig fé shéan do Ghaedhea-
la, agus Aith-Bhliain fé shonas
agus fé shiochaini

Sin guidhe na n-Eireannach atéa
ag caitheamh na Nodlag annso,
don tama uair, i lathair an cha-
tha,
rantachta agus ar son siochana.
m Thar
buidheachas do gach n-aon agaibh
atd ag cabhrd linn. Ach an chab-
halr sin a neartd agus a leathmS

troid i gcoinnibh na tio-

a gcionn uile bheirim

bainilmfd an buadh amach, agus
gealfaidh Aith-Bhliain na Saoirae
Ins an Spainn. agus ar fuaid an

dombhain.

i‘ruinn»las O Klnm.

The man on guard
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On WHOSE S
the GOODWILL?

The sprit of Christinas festival Is far older than the calendar of
the Christian church. This is the time when everybody feels the temp-
tation to gaiety, whether or not it gets him. This is the time when
troubles are forgotten — the sort of troubles it is possible to forget.

In a country at war, all troubles are sunk into one. The Spanish
people have mobilised their time and powers to win the Cnvll War.

They neither can nor will forget it.
When Christmas of 1936 came round, a trained and well-equipped

fascist army stood at the gates of Siadrid, halted almost by enthusiasm
alone. Now. a year later, we have gained their weapon of efficiency, but
they have not gained our weapon of morale. We are fighting dispirited
raea.

What sort of a Christmas will the fascist soldier get? Enough
drink, perhaps, to soften the uncomfortable realities out of his head
for a night and make it sore the next morning. Real pleasure has no
chapter in the fascist book. That story is being written now in Spain
and China, not in terms of goodwill. The unhappy conscript will get
notUng more than a moment of forgetfulness.

“On earth, peace and goodwill towards men.” So the Christian
peoples will sing in their churches. But there will be an uncomfortable
ieeling that the spirit of goodwill is not so universal today as it might
be Who is destroying the Christmas spirit?

Hungry and oppressed families in all countries of the world but one
will answer that together, and the sound will be loud enough to break
through the concert of Christinas hymns. The beast is abroad. Already
he has three wars to his credit, each bigger than the last. Some, like
the simpleton who stared at a hippopotamus and remarked “There
isn’t such an animal”, stiU refuse to believe their eyes. Only the courage
and resolution of the anO-fascist
armies saves them from being
swallowed by the beast that IsTiot
there.

We who spend Christmas of
1937 in Spain may miss some of
the luxuries our friends will have
at home, but we shall share more
than famliiy sentiments. Weshare
with the people of Spain a com-
mon purpose and a spirit warmer
than burning logs. It may prove
that we are taking part in one
of the most significant and mo-
mentous wlébrations in the world’s
history.

Thinks ““Back at home they'll drink my health this year,
And someone will be asked to say a word

About the Christmas I'll be having here.

Then, | suppose, they'll sober down a minute.

Well, and tohof’'s in it.»

/ dOHt wiiss coloured lights and Christmas tree.s
So long as I'm where company is good;
To be among a bunch of men like these

Makes up for what you miss in drink and food."
The .soldier winks at half a moon. His feet
Shuffle an oMUne to the tune he's humming;

He thinks "The day we get those fascists beat,

There’s going to be a merry Christmas coming."

| D E

East and West, men oi
goodwill have answered the
call to arms against inter-
national fascism. Upon their
victory will rest the triumph

of peace on earth.

THIS FLAG WAS PRESENTED TO THE
BRITISH BATTALION OF THE FIFTEENTH
BRIGADE BY THE WORKERS OF LONDON



A review

The Fascist states are comiafc
more and more into the open.
Their actions brand them more
and more plainly £is the deadly
enemies of collective security and
world peace. The Berlin-Rome-
Tokio triangle is continuing the
policy of the strong hand and the
accomplished fact, which has hi-
therto been so successful with the
“democratic” Governments. And
up to the present the latter have
not made the decisive joint stand
which would checkmate the “Holy
Anti-Bolshevik Alliance”.

The key piece in the desperate
game was and Is the British Go-
vernment, and this Government is
acting in such a way as to arouse
fears that in certain circumstances
the Fascist triangle might become
a reactionary square.

NYON — AND .AFTERWARDS

In entering the Nyon Agre-
ement the “National” Government
had taken at least half a step to-
wards collective security. At Ge-
neva Eden joined forces wdth Del-
bos in pledging to Spain that fur-
ther resistance on Italy’'s part to
the withdrawal of troops would be
met by drastic action. Then came
a change for the worse—possibly
not unconnected with the results
of the Bournemouth Labour Par-
ty Conference: the support for the
Government’'s arms policy, etc.
British pressure preventéd Fran-
ce from opening the Pyrenees
frontier. On the Non-Intervention
Committee Britain made a move
to grant belligerent rights to
Franco. This was effectively chec-
ked by the firm stand of the So-
viet delegate, but Franco's belli-
gerent rights are still being wat-

fev...
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ched over with loving care. On
December 15th Eden stated that
belligerent rights will be granted
to both parties when the Non-
Intervention Committee is satiafled
that progress has been made in
the withdrawal of volunteers. The
Spanish Government's attitude to
this question is well known: ac-
ceptance of withdrawal on condi-
tion that it is not unilateral with-
drawal and is carried out on a
proportional basis. However, in
view of Franco's not unnatural re-
luctance to continuing the war
against the Spanish people with
the forces of Spanish nationality
at his di”pos™ll—even should the
Sultan of Morroco’'s subjects as-
sume Spanish nationality in the
eyes of the non-intervention gen-
try—this announcement, taken at
its face value, opens up vast ho-
rizons of delays.

Having met with obstacles in
this direction, the British Govern-
ment acted on its own and procee-
ded to exchange agents with the
traitors. Franco’s official commu-
nique stated that this was much
more important than the recogni-
tion of belligerent rights since it
implied "the recognition of sove-

reignty”.
On November 9th, Just after
Italy’s entry into the Anti-

Comintern Pact, the British Pri-
me Minister made his Guildhall
speech in which he made gratui-
tous overtures to the "two great
powers now so closely associated
in what is known as the Berlin-
Rome axis" and expressed his Go-
vernment's desire for “a basis of
mutual friendship and unders-
tanding”.

On November 12th, die Halifax
mission was announced. That visit
to Germany turned on the Central
European question, and Halifax
was faced with two fundamental
demands: a plebiscite in Austria,
and autonomy for the German
minority in Czeclio-Slovakia.

THE “SAFETY VALVE”

The British nillng-class is pur-
suing the policy of the safety val-
ve. The aim is to conciliate Ger-
many and postpone her colonial
demands by a deal in Central Eu-
rope. With thia scheme Britain
hopes to weaken the Eerlin-Rome
axis-thereby making Italy more
amenable to British ideas regard-
ing the Mediterranean. She is hop-
ing also to use Germany’'s influ-
ence with Japan to arrive at a
compromise in the Far East. This
process is described by the “Tim-

present world scene

THE CHINESE CAVAI.KY

es” as an effort to turn the Germ-
an drive for expansion into “pre-
viously prepared channels”.

In return for these concessions
Hitler, of course, would coo like
the dove of peace in person. The
British Government would care-
fully conceal the debit side of the
deal, and would be assisted more
than a .little by the attitude of
those Liberal and Labour people
who are in even worse case than
the Bourbons, for not only have
they learnt nothing but they have
remembered nothing: they see a
remedy for all international evils
in Germany's return to the League
and never stop to ask themselves
on what terms or to what kind
of a League, or how far Hitler's
performance will be removed from
Hitler's promise. The “National”
Government, if it saw fit, could
then go to the electorate at an
early date, while the forces of
progress are still disimited and
unmobilised, and pose as the sa-
viour of peace In Western Europe.

The game is a dangerous one
from the British imperialist view-
point, and there appears to be a
split in the Cabinet on the line
to be followed. One group is in
favour of trying to break Italy
away from Germany by means of
bribes, and the other group fa-
vours the formation of a West
European bloc of Germany, Italy,
France and Britain. Hitler would
be allowed a free band In the East
and, probably, at least the promise
of some colonial satisfaction in a
more or less distant future. In
return he would give a guarantee
of non-aggression in the West.

The position of France in the
game is not an enviable one. She
19 threatened with Isolation. Italy

is concentrating troops in Africa.
Prance must face the possibility of
an ltalian attack in Africa, a con-
certed ltalian and German attack
on her frontiers, together with a
Fascist coup fomented inside her
own territory—In short the very
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disagreeable possibility of the bird™k-JB/dralj

of Non-Intervention coming home
to roost.

It is early to judge the results
of Delbos' European tour. While
it may have eased the Mtuatlon
to some extent, thers is no basis
for undue optimism, as France's
present foreign policy, notably
with regard to Spain, is not calcu-
lated to inspire unlimited confid-
ence among the small countries
who want peace and fear agres-
sion, and who, because of this
policy and their very fear, are
tending to be swung more and
more into the orbit of Hitler Ger-
many,

A further proof. If it were ne-
eded, that the Fascist powers are
resolved on a course which requir-
es a very light baggage of inter-
national commitments is provided
by Italy’s departure from the
League of Nations.

THE FAR EAST

lin the Par East, too, the situat-
ion is sharpening. The Brussels
Conference which was summoned
to find a solution and a just set-
tlement to the Far Eastern situat-
ion, decided on November 24th
that it could make no useful con-
tribution to the realisation of its
programme and should therefore
adjourn indefinitely. This was a
betrayal of the October 5th reso-
lution at Geneva that aid should
be given to China. As usual the

TO!
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Britiali Government had its full
quota of guilt in this decision. Jap-
an was considerably heartened and
began a consistent effort to drive
the European powers from Shang-
hai. She is demanding the right
to control the International Set-
Itlement, and has seized the Chi-
nese customs with their annual
revenue of 21,000,000 pounds. Pro-
test notes have followed, and Ja-
pan, by sinking American and
British ships — “unintentlonaliy”,
of course—is supplying the Go-
vernments concerned with a more
direct inducement to leave Asia
to the Asiatics, 1 e. the Japanese.

JAPAN’'S HASTE

Like Franco, Japan is in a
hurry. She knows the resistance
she can expect in Central China.
She has had a foretaste of the
tremendous economic and internal
difficulties "in which a prolonged
struggle will involve her. “Ener-
getic protest notes” will not make
Japanese imperialism deviate from
its chosen path — the formula
“energetic protest — profound apo-
logies 4- fresh aggression” can
be continued indefinitely. On the
other hand, economic sanctions

bird~Ni«*dmlInistered by Washington, Lon-

home

<Jn and Paris in a firm imited
stand could do a great deal. The
dockers of Southampton and Glas.
gow who have refused to handle
Japanese goods have shown the
way to all who love peace.

While the rulers are playing
this infernal game the peoples are
beginning to awaken to the issues
at stake. Everything depends on
how soon they take a decisive
part.

TORPEDO BOAT N.” 3

In the Naval Delegation in Ma-
drid a banquet was held lately by
the Sailor's Home in honor of
Torpedo Boat Number 3, saved
during the evacuation of Gijon.

The Commander of this unit of
the Government fleet, Guillermo
AJdmeiros, had been given concre-
te orders to sink Torpedo Boat
Number 3, which was at the time
thought to be irremediably lost,
rather than have it fall into the
hands of the invading forces.

Almelros not only saved the ship,
as he had likewise done when the
cities of San Sebastian, Bilbao
and Pasajes fell, but, facing the
countless dangers that were in
his way and flying the tri-colored
Republican flag, sailed for Bor-
deatix with the General Staff of
the Army of the North on board.
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NATIONAL PEOPLE’S
FRONT COMMITEE
MAKES UNITY APPEAL

On renewing its activity follow-
ing the move to Barcelona, the
National Committee of the Peo-
ple’'s Front has published an ap-
peal to the militants of all parties
and antifascist organisations and
to the people of Spain as a whole
inviting them to bring about the
unity of action demanded by the
Republic.

Tre appeal states that the Ar-
my is calmly awaiting the fascist
offensive and that It is determi-
ned to maintain the independen-
ce of the Spanish people. The
Committee congratulates Doctor
Negrin on being satisfied with
nothing but complete victory. It
calls for unity in all sections of
the people, the strengthening of
the Army, the nationalisation of
war industries and for world an-
tifascist unity.

The appeal Is signed by the
Left Republican Party, the Repu-
blican Union, tbe Socialist Party,
and the Communist Party.

tl

THE STATI'E of Uon Quixote and
Sancho Panza In the Plaza dc Es-
pafia of Madrid. A short distance
fro*» the statue begins one of the
city’'s front line trenches.

PLAZA DE ESPANA

If there Is peace among these branches
Hanging here without a sound.

The wind brings other tales of trenches.
Tales of war on Spanish ground.

Don Quixote, why at rest?
Centuries have turned the wheel
Since your fathers died and left
Their arms of honour and of steel.

Is your hej»rt not fierce and burning
Underneath your old cuirass

To hear your enemies returning?
Don Quixote, shall they pass?

Drop your shield and shirt of iron,
Drop your cumbrous sword and lance,
Swing out of your saddle, down

I<rom Rosinante’s crazy flanks!

Take a gun and shrapnel hat,

The day of swords is dead and gone;
Arm as a soldier, not a knight,

And ride a Spanish camion.

Men are standing, wet and cold.

Underneath the parapet;

Here's the way we change the world.
Stand with us — we’ll change it yet!

Stoop, or they’ll get you in the head.
Their line is fifty yards from here
.4nd six-foot men are soonest dead.

Have caution where you have not fear!

This is no windmill in a field.

This Is the fighting force of shame;

We face them, strength for strength, and yield
To death if must be — not to them!

ZOITA SOHLEYKN

(Translated from the Polish volunteers' paper

"I>abrow8zZak".

JAPANESE

Adapted into
m . Tomaltn.)

English by

WORKERS

AGAINST THE WARI

TOKIO.—Signs of anti-war ac-
tivity have been discovered in
several munitions and arms fac-
tories. Perhaps the most signif-
icant manifestation so far occur-
red in one of the largest war-
material plants in Yokohama.
Slogans suddenly appeared on the
walls calling upon all the workers
there to show their solidarity
with the Chinese people in arms
their Eight
an entire wing of

for independence.

days later
the factory wefis destroyed by an

explosion.

Brief strikes, sometimes last-
ing only a few minutes, have been
held in Tokio, Osaka and other
important cities. They demanded
withdrawal of the entire expeditio-
nary force from China, and some
urged that the families of Japa-
nese soldiers be given an allow-
ance by the Government that
would enable them to live with
some degree of decency. The po-
lice have

made hmdreds of

arrests.



THE SOCORRO ROJO

The International volunteers
wear buttons and Insignias of
many kinds. But one leads all the
rest. It is not the most pictures-
que; it is a simple set of initials
pinned upon shirt or coat or cap.
It is a symbol worn proudly
throughout Loyalist Spain by sol-
diers and civilians alike. It is the
insignia of the S. R. I.- -the So-
corro Rojo Internacional. And the
pin on the outside is usually sup-
plemented in the pocket or wallet
by a little red membership book
full of dues stamps.

If the People’s Front Govern-
ment may be called the father of
the Spain of the future, the So-
corro Rojo must be called the
mother. That accounts for the
deep love felt for it. And that
explains the profound tenderness,
the unceasing effort, the utter
devotion shown by the S. R. I. at
every time and place that suffer-
ing and sorrow could be allevia-
ted. In all emergencies it has
come to the rescue swiftly, surely,
strongly, saving life, feeding hun-

THE VOLUNTEER FOR UBEETY

ger, giving faith in victory and a
better day.

Whatever the need, it is Soco-
rro Rojo that launches itself into
the situation. Right now, for
example, it is engaged ardently
and arduously in a Christmas
campaign to provide winter clot-
hing for men at the front. That
is the outstanding current need.
And the Socorro Rojo is deter-
mined to fill it.  Gathering blan-
kets, overcoats and sweaters,
urging women to knit mufflers,
gloves and socks, appealing ur-
gently for funds, the organization
is successfully proceeding to ma-
ke the winter of 1937-1938 more
comfortable than the one before.
General Mlaja’s donation was one

of the first. He gave 5.000 pe-
setas.

In this drive, as in all of its
efforts, the S. R. 1. endeavors
to supplement the work of the
Government. A recent decree

limits blankets to not more than
one for each civilian. The rest
are taken for military use. The

GRUB for the front.

S i

HOMAGIC was paid to the International Brigades by the S. ft. I.

INTERNACIONAL

o, LILCIO|

on Sep-

tember 5th at the Monumenta! Theater in Madrid,

plain truth is that a trench is
colder than any house By its
flexibility, by its intimate ap-
proach, by its nature as a mass
organization, the S. R. I, can de-
velop the public's response to the
fullest extent.

The International Brigades su-
rely owe this organization a spe-
cial debt, for it handies every
scrap of mail that comes to vo-
lunteers from outside Spain.
That is an example of the varied
work the S. R. I|. does. The IB
mail is perhaps one of Its compa-
ratively minor tasks.

Much more profound and basic
is the record of the things the
S. R. I. has done and is doing'
It has grappled with all the
life-and-death concerns of n peo-
ple unexpectedly plunged into the
horror and chaos of war. But
it has not only alleviated their
misery; it has turned their faces
to victory.

The full and splendid story of
the S. R. I. will some day be told.
Glorious chapters will be devoted
to its work of evacuating women,
children and aged from zones of
danger and placing them in ha-
vens of greater safety; of feed-
ing and supplying Madrid; of
caring for the little sons and
daughters of slain soldiers
of liberty; of its education of
illiterates in trenches and fac-
tories, the better to understand
and fight the fascist foe; of its
publishing and propaganda acti-
vities, which have produced some
of the most compelling and Ins-
piring posters and pamphlets of
a land in action; of the kindly in-

fluence it has exercised over the
captured fascist prisoners, espe-
cially the Italians taken at Gua-

dalajara, who sent the S, R. I. a
wreath of flowers as an offering
of thanks and friendship. *

Surely one of the most soul-
stirring stories the world will
ever know is about the activities
of the S, R, I. rendering aid to
the stricken folk living in the re-
bel zone. Going right into enemy
territory, surrounded by hostile
and hateful eyes, messengers of
loyal mercy distribute funds to
sustain life and hope. Men and
women do this perilous work,
using secret methods. How ma-
ny have died will perhaps never
be known.  All details must b;
kept concealed until victory re-
moves the need for secrecy.

But one great chapter of So-
corro Rojo’s work can now be
told. For, unlike its other ac-
tivities, this work is finished—fi-
nished in that it has been giver
up by the S. R. I. and put where

it belongs — in the better-equip-
ped hands of the Government.
Not long ago those powerful

hands were not so strong. Then
It was that S. R. |. stepped into-
the breech, toiling with might and
main until the Government pre-
pared its own Army Medical Ser-
vice.

In July 1936, when the traitor
generals and the army rebelled,
the Army Medical Corps went the
same way. But the people rose
in their own defense and gave ter-
rific battle. After the first en-’
gagementa, it became entirely a
task of saving Madrid. Groups
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of workers and fanners rushed
to positions to head off the ad-
vancing fascists. At numerous
points around Madrid these badly-
armed but invincible-hearted mi-
litiamen fought tigerishly to pro-
tect the city. The fighting was
most violent at Carabanchel, Ge-
tafe, the Sierra de Guadarama -
all within a stone’s throw of the
capital. Many were Kkilled in
each combat and hundreds fell
wounded every day.

There was nobody else to do the
work of succoring the wounded,

so S. R. |I. assumed the respon-
sibility. It was as abrupt as
that. The organization was not

prepared for such work; it had
just emerged from an under-
ground existence since 1&34. It

had no stretchers, stretcher-bear-
ers or ambulances to bring woun-
ded men to the rear. At the

front there was not even any real
first aid. How many lives were
thus lost is incalculable. And
in the rear there were similar dif-
ficulties an inadequate number
of hospitals Insufficiently equip-
ped tor war surgery.

There was, of course, the Red
Cross. It had abundant mate-
rial. trained personnel, plenty of
money. But it also had a lead-
ership of the worst reactionary
type, ruthless men determined to
protect the interests of the rich.
In Madrid, in those first days of
the war, they went to some un-
believable lengths. Palaces and
mansions, whose owners feared
their attachment by the Govern-
ment, were marked by the Red
Cross as emergency hospitals.
Phalanglsts and other traitors
were put in these hospital with
credentials as doctors. In this
cunning way they plotted to save
certain lives and property, alike
condemned by the Republic.
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It took many months before
the People’s Front Government
could reorganize the Red Cross
and enable it to function properly
and decently.

Meanwhile the Socorro Rojo
began Its war sanitary work.
Time was crucial, and the first
necessity was to gather and train

personnel. By radio, by press,
by handbills and posters, the
S. R. I. in a couple of days mus-

tered over 7.000 volunteers, men
and women. The offices of the
organization were invaded by
masses of people eager to offer
their energy or blood for the
wounded — old women willing to
work as cleaners, men ready to
go to the front as stretcher-bear-
ers, young girls offering their
blood for transfusions.

Thus supported by the people,
the S. R. 1. forged ahead. As
soon as they appeared doctors,
nurses, orderlies, stretcher-bear-
ers, porters were assigned to du-
ty. Suitable buildings were
promptly converted into hospitals
and convalescent homes. This
went on throughout the country.

But among the many thousands
who came, comparatively few had
any training in sanitary work. It
was necessary to devise short
courses to give girls the indispen-
sable knowledge to act as nurses.
First-aid men and stretcherbear-
ers were trained in the same ra-
pid way. Out they went to the
batUefields. Retiring the woun-
ded from the lines of fire, dress-
ing their injuries, carrying them
to the rear, these workers in spi-
te of their Improvised ambulan-
ces, their limited number of stret-
chers, their small personal expe-
rience, suceeded in saving many
lives.

First-aid posts were organized
with every militia unit, and a
vast campaign of health propa-
ganda was started among the
troops.  Anti-fascist soldiers we-
re taught how to conserve their
health and. strength for the bat-
tle. At the same time resources
were being established and fac-
tories built to produce essentials.
Soon the improvised ambulances
were replaced by the large, mo-
dem, regular ambulances now so
common — made by the S. R. I
Stretchers in abundance also
quickly appeared — manufactur-
ed in the S. R- I. factories In Ma-
drid and "Valencia.

Public support mounted. The
subway workers of Madrid dona-
ted a complete hospital train to
the S. R. I, and in the most dif-
ficult days of the defense of the
capital, the train began to func-
tion, carrying wounded to suitable
places. Among the many hos-

pitals founded by the S. R. I. was
the one at Benlcasim, devoted to
wounded International volunteers.
Several hospitals in Murcia serve
the same purpose.

As the militia battalions emer-
ged from confusion and gradually
became a true People’s Army, the
medical service kept pace and
developed parallel with it. In
both organizations the inevitable
deficiencies in materia! and expe-
rience were overcome by zealous
spirit.

Within six months of war, by
the end of 1936, the Medical Corps
had been reconstructed and pro-
perly organized. The S. R. I
thereupon wound up its own sa-

nitary work — hitherto the ma-
jor medical mainstay of the
young army — and in January

1937 handed over its entire war
sanitary organization to the Mi-
nistry of War. This consisted
of 275 hospitals, sanatoriums and
institutions; blood transfusion
equipment; schools for nurses and
first-aid men; hospital trains:
factories making ambulances and
stretchers; shops producing sur-

ONE of the many S. B. I.

gical Instruments and sanitary
materials; pharmacies; and com-
plete staffs of doctors, nurses
and other personnel.

The Government received the
magnificent gift gratefully, hut
the S. R- I. offered It with sim-
plicity. Representing more than
350.000 anti-fascist Spaniards of
all parties and classes, the Soco-
rroRojo wants nothing more than
to strengthen the Republic and
end the war victoriously. That
is why the S. R. I- receives the
unconditional support of the pu-

. bile in Spain and the fervent ad-

miration of the anti-fascist world.

M M.

Alvarez de! Vayo, who recently
resigned as Commissar Genera!
of Wan, has been appointed am-
bassador to France, Ossorioy Ga-
llardo leaves that post to become
ambassador to- Argentina.

posters used in the present winter eampalgn to

fands tu get warm clothes for the soldier» at the front.
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RKD ABMYV officer» studying art and culture.

The Red Army was constituted
hy the iollowing government de-
cree of February 21st, 1918.

“The old army was a product
of the bourgeoisie formed with
the object of oppressing the work-
ing-class. When power passed into
the hands of the exploited masses
of the toilers, the necessity arose
of creating a new army which is
now the upholder of the Soviets
and the general basis of the peo-
ple’s fighting force."

The Red Army was formed and
developed on this basis. In the
course of its development It had
to fight some hard battles; It was
attacked by tie interventionist
armies and the White Guard ge-
nerals; without clothes and arms;
exhausted by more than three
years’ fighting. And despite all
the difficulties this Army succe-
eded in driving the foreign armies
and the White Guard forces from
its territory.

The morale and the political
level of the Red Army, which
were already very high at the
outset, developed further»under
the influence of Socialist construc-
tion.

Until 1930 the Red Army rema-
ined poorly armed. From that time
onwards the fire power of its units
began to grow. At the present
time the fire power in the Red
Army is superior not only to that
in the French and American Arm.
ies, but also to that in the Brit-
ish Army.

STRONd DISCIPLINE

An iron discipline reigns in the
Army. Nevertheless it is no quest-
ion of blind obedience, but of the
conscious proletarian discipline of
men who do their duty cheerfully
and enthusiastically. When off

duty there la no difference bet-
ween the commander and the sold-
ier. The officers wear no distin-
guishing sign in the street. In the
club the soldier meets the officer
and they play chéss together, and
in the premises of the artistic cir-
cle they sing the same song. It is
Impossible to conceive of such
things happening in any capitalist
army. Both soldiers and command-
ers in the Red Army come from
workers and peasants who age the
masters of their country. Here are
some revealing figures of the Red
Army’s social composition;

1925 1930 1934

Workers... 11 '/t 31.2% 458 %

Peasants.. 84.7% 579% 425%
White co-
llar wor-

kers ...... 43% 109% 11.7%

As a consequence of the ever
increasing industrialisation of the
country the number of workers
increases in proportion. Up to 1934
this number has been increased by
four. At the present time the
workers and peasants constitute
the overwhelming majority in the
Army. The growth of collectivis-
ation has had Us influence on the
change in the quality of the peas-
ant soldier of the Red Army. In
1934, 76.7 of the peasants In
the Red Army had worked in co-
llectives. whereas in 1930 there
were only 5.3 Ci. The figure for
the working-class element in the
command was 31.2 'If in 1930, and
in 1934 it already stood at 43.3
Half the officers' corps is compos-
ed of sons of workers and peas-
ants. Every worker has access to
the highest post in the Army, aft-
er, of course, a period, of technical
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training In an officers’ school. This
school is open to all Soviet cit-
izens.

Those citizens who are doing
military service are not deprived
of their passive and active voting
rights as is the case in all capital-
ist countries. They have the right
to elect and to be elected.

As for the political aspect of
the Red Army the following figur-
es are significant. In 1934, 495 %
of the whole Army were merahera
of the Communist Party and the
“Komsomol”. In the command
there were 68.5 % Komsomols and
Communists. Seventy-two percent
of the Brigade commanders were
Party members. Ninety percent
of the Division commanders and
100 % of the Army Corps com-
manders were Communists.

Just as in the factories, service
in the Red Army is carried out
on the basis of a 5 day week; the
6th day is a rest day. The foreign
language coutise is compulsory in
the Army, and every care is taken
to develop the artistic talents oi
the soldiera In addition to his
pay, the soldier’'s family is maint-
ained by the State and in all the
military regions centres have been
organised for the soldiers’ chil-
dren.

Many young fellows find their
period of military service their

best school, Each of them receives
a thorough general culture thro-
ugh courses and meetings. He
learns the fundamental principles
of Marxism-Leninism and he foll-
ows current political questions clo-
sely. The direction of this work
falls on the political commissars
of the particular units, while the
military training is undertaken by
the commanders who are also in
charge during fighting. Naturally
it is impossible to separate these
two spheres of work — the one
is the complement of the other.
The military regulation says:

"In battle the political comm-
issars should be in those places
where it is necessary to give an
example of sacrifice and courage.”

TtXIHNICAL TRAINING

The Red Army soldier does not
merely receive instruction In the
social and political sphere, but
in the scientific domain also, and
he has the possibility of increas-
ing his professional qualifications.
In the old army the big land
owners and capitalists ensured
their power over the soldiers by
means of checking their cultural
development.

A few years ago a large num-
ber of illiterates were still enter-
ing the Red Army but not one ot
them completed his period of mi-

oitr TAUADB.
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litary service without having lear-
ned to read and write. Today illi-
teracy has been liquidated in the
country. Today the soldier in the
Red Army learns severfil langua-
ges, reads the works of Gorki in
the great “Red Army Libraries”,
attends lectures delivered by the
most eminent professors.

The Red Army is in close con-
tact with the people of the U. S.
S. R. The Brigades of the Red
Army take over the patronage of
the collective farms and during
the harvest the soldiers help the
peasants. After completing their
period of military service the
members of the collectives become
the most capable workers in the
cultural centre of the village. As
for physical culture it was for-
merly unknown in the village. To-

Despat

Few men carry more responsi-
bility in war time than the des-
patch-riders, and their work is
proportionately difficult and dan-
gerous. Picture a man riding a
motor-cycle through the night as
fast as he dare, not always sure
where his own lines end and the
fascist lines begin. He has no-
body to talk to; every fascist
marksman who happens to see
him makes a special target of
him, for the sake of what he car-
ries. Despatches are not reassur-
ing company. He has been riding
all day; now it is dark and he
is still riding. His is not an arm-
chair job.

A group of cyclists is attached
to each Brigade- They follow
Headquarters and wait for ins-
tructions, During an action they
have very little time to rest. Mes-
sages are put into their hands
which they must deliver perso-
naUy to the commanders of the
various Brigade units, or to Di-
visional or Army Corps Headquar-
ters. Once a rider receives his
despatch, his sole object must be
to deliver it as quickly as possi-
ble and not stop for anything.

When Headquarters establishes
itself, he digs himself a hole near-
by and leaves his machine as
close at hand as he can. As soon
as he gets the word to go, he
goes, regardless of what is hap-
pening outside. He may have to
go out in the middle of an air-
raid or artillery bombardment.
There may be machine-gun fire
across that section. Whatever
there is, he goes.

During an action™ the B,rigade
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day It is an important factor in
the educational domain, a factor
making for health and beauty.

The Soviet land which possess-
es such a great defence force,
both from the technical point of
view and from the standpoint of
morale and discipline, does not
contemplate any wars of aggress-
ion against its near or distant
neighbors. But they will defend
the conquests of Socialist cons-
truction with their lives. They
will defend their liberty and their
happiness. In the words of the
old Red Army song;

“We want no war with anyone,”
For war is for the rich.

We want te be at peace with all —
We all want peace and work."

‘il

e '»*F* 0
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A MOTOBI/ED unit of the Bed Army.

ch-Riders on the Job

units are usually spread out over
rough groiiad. The despatch-rider
takes his chance. He must stay
on his machine up to the last
possible minute, in order to save
time. The danger, the uncertain-
ty, l-ie lonely responsibility, toge-
ther with the continual jolting and
ceaseless work, put a heavy
strain on a man’s nerves.
Despatch-riders see something
of ail sides of the war, and be-
come invoned in e variety of ad-
v>i,lures. A ricer of the XV Bri-
gade was sent back with a mes-
sage to Quinto during the action
at Fuentes. Those who were in
that action will remember how the
crest of the road was covered by
fascist machine-guns. Although it
was night, a bullet grazed the ri-

der's leg. It was noj a serious
wound, but it drew plenty of
blood. He drove on and delivered

the message. On his way back,
he was approaching the line,
when a stretcher-bearer stopped
him. Somewhere beyond the tren-
ches lay a wounded man, and the
second bearer was missing. The
rider got off his cycle to lend a
hand.

Despite the bright moon, the
two of them lost their way — a
thing that oftens happens in no-
man's land. Bullets began whist-
ling over. The two men dropped
into a hole.

“Have you a gun?" says the
stretcher-bearer.
“Sure”, says the rider, and
(< yum
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feels round for his .revolver. He
had left it behind.

At that moment a group of
men rose up against the sky a
few yards away. If they were
fascists, the only thing an unar-
med man could do was to run,
and the only way to find out was
to shout. He shouted.

“Who are you?”

The answer came back in En-
glish. — “Food detail."

Their relief can be imagined.
They got out of the hole.

A diminutive Spaniard stagge-
red by, carrying in his anna a
soldier who had been wounled in
tlie stomach. The despatca-rider
was strongly built and took the
man from him. Bullets dropped
near him. He began to run. If
anything did hit him, he was
going to get it in the back. He
went on running, despite his woun-
ded leg. He ran until be almost
dropped, but he reached the dres-
sing-station.

Despatch-riders have a hard ti-
me, and when they get a rest,
they earn it

RECOGNITION!

The Manchukuo Government
has decided to extend forcisi re-
cognition to General Franco's go-
vernment in Spain witnout v/aJt-
Ing for Spanish recognition of
Manchukuo.
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Planes Continue

To Bomb Civilian Population

Though, apart from Teruel acti-
vity has been limited to small
skirmiahea on the various fronts,
there has been an increase in the
number of insurgent air raids on
towns and villages behind the Re-
publican linea On December 3 a
number of bombing raids destro-
yed hundreds of homes in the vi-
llages near Madrid. In every case
the aggressors were German Jun-
kers. It will be recalled that fas-
cist tactics are first to bomb
non-military objectives miles be-
hind the Government lines so as
to try and break the people’s mo-
rale and a few days later to launch
their offensive on the front chosen
for attack. These were the tactics
adopted in Durango and Guerni-
ca, and later in the Asturias, whe-
re the people lacked arms to
defend themselves. And these are
the tactics which may be emplo-
yed now, and which the Republi-
can Army is prepared to counter.
For Madrid is not Buzkadi; Ma-
drid has not only the will, but the
means with which to defend her-
self. And this is true of the whole
of Republican Spain,

Air attacks have not only ta-
ken place in the Madrid sector,
they have also increased along the
whole of the Mediterranean coast.
Barcelona has twice been the vie-

THK “coustrurtlve”

tim of German aggression. On one
occasion fifteen Junkers caused 36
deaths and over a hundred woun-
ded in a brief five minutes. It 1s

interesting to note that the fascist
planes fly so high that it is impos-
sible for them to hit their objecti-
= N“with accuracy. Barcelona was
bombed from 15.000 feet and not
a single strategic point was hit.
On the other hand the Republicans
fly low and make sure of their ob-
jectives. On the same day as Bar-
celona was bombed, 24 Republican
planes carried out a raid on Pal-
ma de Majorca, where they cau-
sed severe damage to the harbour
and to the rebel aerodromes. They
were attacked hy rebel pursuit
planes and in the ensuing battle
three insurgent machines crashed
in flames, while the Republicans
lost one plane.

of faHrIKir. One of the thousands of Spanish Jiomes

destroyed by Hitler's bombs.

New System

of Education

Introduced in Spain

The decree of October 30, 1937
established a new plan of studies
for primary schools.

The new plan- provides for a
standard weekly time table which
must be observed by all national
teachers.

In order to have a clear unders-
tanding of the need for this re-
fonn which has just been brought
about by the Ministry of Educat-
ion, it must be borne in mind that
the system hitherto in force da-
ted from the year 1909 and had
not been modified since that date.
The only change was the suppres-
sion of religious teaching follow-
ing the establishment of the Re-
public. In all other subjects tea-
chers of to-day had to follow the
instructions laid down by the mo-
narchy 28 years ago. Moreover,
Spain was in this respect an ex-
ception. In better organised coun-
tries schools are govenied by laws
and precepts which give education
a nation-wide character, and which
regulate the work ot the teachers
and assure that every citizen ac-
quires a minimum of culture. Our
schools, our teachers did not have
these laws and precepts and thus
lacked a criterion for their work
suited to the social and cultural
needs of Spain.

Such a criterion is now establ--
ished by this recent decree of the
Mnlstry of Education. This decree
lays down which subjects are to
be taught in -all tbe schools and
how much time is to be devoted
to each subject every week.

There are some features in the
new plan which are worthy of
mention because they represent a
real step forward in Spanish
school life, which now becomes
one of the most advanced in Eu-
rope,

Due importance is given to the
Spanish language. Before learn-
ing grammar, children must first
learn to speak, to read and to
write as a necessary basis for the
knowledge of thtir language. Our
literature will be studied by
meane of recitation exercises and
by reading the works of the great
Spanish writers. The ebUdren will
be given exercises bo as to learn
to express themselves freely and
correctly.

Another interesting aspect is
the Importance given to the know-
ledge of Uke surroundings in which
the child li-ves — the natural su-
rroundings, the study of the things
and the beings among which the

child lives and the social atmos-
phere. Visits to places of work
are made obligatory: factories,
workshops, mines, large Industrial
centres, so as to place the school
in contact with the realities of
the lives of the workers and with
the means of production. On this
basis a, new subject In the plan
of primary studies is created: eco-
nomic and social knowledge, which
has hitherto been absent from
the school curriculum. m
Preferential attention will be
paid to practical work and to
manual labour, which will form
the basis of all school work. In
this way the child -will be familia-
rised from the very beginning
with the methods and tools of

work and will acquire a feeling of
unity of effort in production and
a consciousness of his future so-
cial destiny.

History will be given a new
orientation. Its content will be re-
vised so as to determine the de-
cisive part played by the people
in every great event in history.

Great attention will be paid ta
physical culture. There will not
only be a regrular period for drill
every day, but once a week an
entire afternoon will be devoted
to physical culture, games and
sports so as to assure the heal-
thy corpora] development of the
children.

Religious teaching and moral
teaching given in- the form of
dogmas, which were completely
useless, are suppressed. But the
teachers will be encouraged to
create an atmosphere of upright-
ness, cleanliness and honesty in
order to influence the behavior
of the children. The children will
also he shown the example of
those men who by their works and
their lives have contributed to
make the peoples happier, freer
and more progressive.

Tl
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Paris Archbishop
Defends Freedom

Cardinal Verdier, archbishop of
Paris, put the church on the aide
of liberty in a recent conference
on the subject of “The Church
and Spiritual Freedom> in the Pre-
sent Hour”.

Describing the political evolu-
tion of the modem world, he said
that after three great stages —
slavery, servitude, and finally
compensated service — humani-
ty is still forced to struggle cea-
selessly to break the chains of
oppression. The Church has never
stopped ‘proclaiming that all men
are equal.

It is necessary™ he continued,
for the church to stand by the de-
mocracies, because the individual
must not be absorbed by the sta-
te. The Archbishop declared that
the rights of men and citizens
caniiot be overlooked. When they
are, public misfortune Is hound to

**The Bacon Comes

H o m e

Animal Gfe in Spain is at sixes
and sevens. Dogs and cats cease
to be domesticated; nobody has
-limf to bother with them. On
the other hand, edible creatures
are now suffering from the delu-
sion that the human race loves
them for themselves alone.

The other day a sheep, drawn
by a bond of sympathy, entered
the '‘premises of the Estado Ma-
yor, and roamed through the
rooms and passages as if it was
already on the staff. (By now
it probably is). It became the
faithful friend of anybody who
petted it.

This is not just rustic lack of
aavoir faire. The same thing
happens in the cities.  This mo-
rning a few comrades were drink-
ing their modest beer in the can-
teen of the Political Commissa-
riat in Madrid when a pig appe-
ared. The pig was absolutely
solid and it had no purple spots.
A man would have to drink that
canteen dry if he wanted anyth-
ing more than that. It was a
Pi&

An English comrade contempla-
ted it in silence for many minu-
tes, and then turned round with
a wide smile.

“You can cook me a couple of
eggs”, he said.

THE VOLUNTEER FOK LIBERTY

SPANISH -WOMEN are well aware of the part their men are nlaylInff

irc.nl asainst tascism;

consequently, more and more are enUsting In their

eountry's industries to help the Republic.

ICKES WARNS AGAINST FASCISM

An attack upon the forces of
fascism was made by Harold
Ickes, Secretary of the Interior,
in a speech before the American
Civil Liberties Union in New York
recently.

He declared that, in his judg-
ment, the moment had come for
the strongest democratic powers
of the world to join together
quickly to resist the attack of the
totalitarian states upon their li-
berties. The naive optimism that
the forma of democratic govern-
ment can be protected In some in-
definite manner must be dropped,
be said. Mr. Ickes pointed out that
right in the United States there
are various fascist tendencies
which have to be treated forcibly.
He gave the example of the Ku
Klux Klan which was broken up
by the federal authorities because
of its menace to Americanism.

mW\e must be aware today, he
said, of “the new madness of the
fascist nations which constitutes
a threat to the United States, its
constitutional rights and the li-
berties of the people".

The Secretary of the Interior
continued; “There are certain na-
tions very proud of their civiliza-
tion, who proceed to commit ag-

gressions against their neighbors,
without the excuse of the sligh-
test act of provocation. Their an-
nounced purpose is the elimina-
tion of communism. With that
pretext, they carry out a series of
crimes that would make the worst
savages blush with shame. But
among ourselves there are similar
elements who for similar reasons
desire to see the American de-
mocratic institutions weakened.

"It is not necessary to have
much intelligence to perceive that
this phantom of communism is
nothing more than a ~ew Trojan
horse, behind which fascism plots
to conceal Itself in order to force
the walls of the temple of liberty.”

In his conclusion, Mr. Ickes ar-
gued that the framers of the Ame-
rican constitution could not fore-
see the great concentration of
wealth which has developed in re-
cent generations. But, as a result,
industry and finance have the ad-
vantage over the liberties of the
people. For this reason, argued
Mr. Ickes, “it is necessary to
think about a constitutional re-
form which would safeguard the
citizens in their relations with the
corporations”.
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“ Attlee Company”
Rapped by Tories

LONDON. -The Conservative
M. Pp Turton, called Mr. Antho-
ny Eden’s attention in one of the
recent sessions of the House of
Commons, to the fact that there
now exists a “Major Attlee Com-
pany” fighting on the loyalist si-
de of Spain. The Tory M. P. de-
manded to know the number of
Britishers in the Republican for-
ces. He wanted to know if the
Spanish Republican Government
could not possibly change the na-
me because, he said, the present
name might confuse Britishers
regarding the attitude of strict
“neutrality” on the part of Bri-
tain toward the Spanish conflict.

Eden answered that he knew of
the existence of the "Major -At
tlee Company.” but that he was
ignorant of the number of those
fighting with it. He added that he
did not think it necessary for the
British Government to, intervene.

Basket-Ball For
Spanish Youth

The good old American game
of basket-ball is going to be po-
pularized In Spain. The Bureau of
Physical Education of the Gene-
ral War Commissariat has deci-
ded that it is the ideal sport for
Loyalist soldiers. A committee is
working on methods of instruct-
ion, training and preparing courts
for the game.

Basket-ball is fairly well-knowo
in the large cities of Spain, and
it is felt that young Spaniards
everywhere will welcome the ga-
me with enthusiasm. As an espe-
cially suitable sport for war con-
ditions, it requires small playing
space, minimum equipment and
few players on either side. It can
be played both indoors and outsi-
de, which is another advantage.

As a means of physical training
for soldiers and recruits, the ga-
me caQs for strength, agility,
concentration, speed and team-
work. These qualities may deve-
iope at the same time as the
pleasure of playing is experien-
ced. For these reasons, the com-
mittee considers basket-ball the
most complete and best-adaptfed
game for the members of the
People’s Army. Plana will be ma-
de eventuaUy for tournaments
between companies and battalions,
aftd finally for teams representing
all the brigades of the army.



BASQUES

In an interview ttie proviaionaJ
president of the Basque Govern-
ment, EUodoro de la Torre, stated
the following:

“The Basque State functions in
Catalonia with complete economic
and judicial independence. It ful-
fils all the functions assigned to
it by the Spanish Cortes, and is
trying to normalise the life of Sts
subjects, momentarily intermip-
ted by the hazards of war.”

Eliodoro de la Torre then ftilly
described the economic progress
of the life of the Basque people.

“There are now many Basque
workers in Barcelona employed in
the factories and workshops de-
voted to war industries, where
they are much appreciated becau-
se of their skill. Those who are
still without work are anxious to
Join their comrades.

"We also try to find employ-
ment for the Basque women in
Catalonia.

"We would like to see every

BILL INTRODUCED IN
CONGRESS TO HELP
LEGAL GOVERNMENTS

Congressman Jerry O’Connell
has submitted a bill to Congress
recently to amend the Neutrality
Act to permit the shipment of
munitions to legally constituted
governments. At the same time
the bill would prevent exporta-
fTbn of war materials to aggres-
sor nations and would forbid the
vessels in

use of American

carrying such materials.

DELICACT

“See here—2on*t go locking: me np

with the aristocracy. | ain't their

class, and | got a sense of reflne>
ment.”
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Basque citizen employed and ca-
pable of supporting himself so as
not to be a burden to the Spanish
Government.

“There are approximately
150,000 Basques in Catalonia. To
solve the food problem of these
people we plan to open distribut-
ing stores where all Basque citi-
zens, with the corresponding ra-
tioning card supplied to them by
tbe Basque authorities will be able
to buy a fair portion of food, in
proportion to the food regulations
of the rest of Spain. This will
relieve the Central Government
of the task of supplying food to
an jpiportant section of the po-
pulation,

“The Government of Euzkadi
wants this and the Basques wish
to work so as to be able to
support themselves and so as not
to be a burden. At the same time
we are deeply thankful for Ca-
talonia’s fraternal welcome.”

SPANISH COMMITTEE RETURNS
FROM U. S. S. R

The Spanish Committee of
Friends of the Soviet Union,
which visited the U. S. S. R. with

.greetings on its twentieth anni-

versary, has returned fuU of hap-
piness at the welfare of Spani.sh

refugee children In the Soviet
Union,

The Spanish children, they re-
port, are not only magnificently
cared for; they are also educated
according to the principles of the
people, who as a matter of law
devote maximum attention to the
child. Spanish youngsters attend
the same schools as the Rtissian

BRITISH BATTALION STAGES
SPORTS FIESTA

The British Battalion's Sports
Fiesta, held while the Brigade was
at rest, included both peace-time
and military events. Plenty of en-
thusiasm and plenty of good form
were forth-coming. The inter-unit
shooting and bomb-throwing con-
tests showed an excellent stac-
darfl.

The Spanish football teams beai
the British Battalion and Ar.ti-
Tanks. The Lincoln-Washlngfons
won their game. Boxing events
were held at the same time in
the Plaza de Toros. The British
have among them an amateur
champion who bowled an Amer-
ican giant completely over.

Comrade Cypriano a Spanish
section-leader,, entered the ring
with a Scottish opponent, both
grinning broadly. They knocked
each other all over the place, but
never stopped grinning, Cypriano
won. This is the spirit in which
men should do their fighting. The
fascists have introduced other
styles into Cypriano’s country.

BOMB THROWING EVENT

The shooting event was arran-
ged for teams of ten men. British,
Lincolns and Mac-Paps competed.
At about half-time two Scouts
arrived. They had been unable to

make up a full team from their
small imit, but were not to be
discouraged from having a few
shots when the others had fin-
ished.

Teams shot at ranges of 100
and 200 metres, five shots a man
on each range. Pour points were
allowed for a bull The umpires
were offering 5.for a marker, but
the markers didn't give anybody
a chance. The British had some
good individual marksmen but on
all-round form came in second to
the Mac-Paps, who totalled 255
out of a possible 400.

The husky men of the Lincolns
came into their own in the bomb-
throwing. Pitching for distance
they reached 45 paces, Mac-Paps
a few paces behind. Rules of the
accuracy contest required that
bombs should be lobbed over a
short distance into a narrow
trench on the further side of a
parapet. Lincolns scored 3 to the
other units’ 1 each.

The military events were su-
pervised by the British Battalion
Adjutant, with an efficiency that
did not diminish as the cold crept
into his bones. He even took care
to see that solidarity with the
Spanish peasants was maintained
when the events were over, by
directing the home-going compe-
titors around the crops.
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children, and many of them are
already beginrring to learn the
language of the country which
has harbored them so warmly.

The delegation reported with
great emotion the first meeting
its members bad with the Spa-
nish children, who embraced them
with great jubilation. The chil-
dren were healthy and contented,
seeming to have been brought to
another planet.

A statement by the chairman
of the Committee said: “In the
Soviet Union there are people of
all temperaments, but they all
appear dominated by a common
idea of comradeship, of sacrifice
for the collective welfare. As al-
ready indicated, the children are
considered of main importance in
the U. S. S. R. AU good things are
devoted to them, and the best is
given to the little Spaniards liv-
ing with them."

Movie Actors
Aid Spain

The Hollywood Committee™
composed of leading movie actors
and directors, has inaugurated a
week of aid to Spanish youngs-
ters, The committee is offering a
hant«, ome seal for public subs-
cription. On a background of red
an L green is the slogan “Hjlp
the Spanish children.” The pro-
ceeds will be used to send several
boatloade of toys and clothing for
Spanish orphans and refugees.

Similar collections are being
undertaken all over the democra-
tic world, and the committee un-
der which the Holljiwood group
operates includes Lloyd George,
the Duchess of Atholl, Eduard
Herriot. and President Cardenas
of Mexico.

U. S. Communists
Recruit in Open

' The American Communist Par-
ty will now conduct open recrui-
ting for volunteers to Spain. This
annauncement was made by Earl
Browder, despite the decision of
the U. S. Department of State to
issue passports for Spain exclusi-
vely to doctors, nurses and other
members of medical units.
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