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Teruel Offensive Upsets Fascist Intrigues Abroad

At the beginning: of December
Spain waa definitely not In the
news in Britain. The reason could
hardly be ascribed to the all quiet
atmosphere on the vajioua fronts
because every journalist believed
that it was the calm before the

storm. The question was: who
would unloose the storm and
where ?

Odds were on Franco, who,

fresh from battering his way to
victory against the ill-krmed and
isolated Government forces of the
North, was shouting out to high
heaven his immediate intention of
sweeping down on the other Go-
vernment fronts and crushing fi-
nally and determinedly the resis-
tance of the “Reds", Other more
experienced observers, remember-
ing that for eight months Franco
had been on the defensive on au
the main fronts, likewise believed
that it was hia turn to show that
he could do something against the
mala armies of the Republic. Half
a dozen seasoned war correspon-
dents forecast a fascist offen-
sive on half a dozen different
fronts from Jaca down to Al-
meria.

But of all this not a line in
the British newspapers. Not even
in the Liberal dailies! Why the
Strange silence? Only a few
weeks before the same press had
been featuring forecasts of a.tru-
ce, of a peace even, in Spain.
Such rumours had ceased only
when the Republican Government
had peremptorily and categorical-

ly denied thei», and had insisted
that peace will come only with
the victory of Republican cause

There is a conpection between
the rumours of compromise and
peace, and the subsequent boycott
of Spanish news by most of the
British press.

It is common knowledge that a
section of the British ruling class,
strongly represented in the- Go-
vernment, is working hand, and
glove with International Fascism.

It Is common knowledge that this
section has been trying to help
their fascist friends out of a di-
lemma. International Fascism has
Invaded Spain, and at least by

November last, Hitler and Mus-
—  llrf«r

----- Cvii

M f

Cpi'rst'srs attnt 15"
*‘“WS'ISLB
fp3ij

' f,ﬁ‘ccllg irernocn5|

l/\

M AP OF OF THE GEN'F.BAl. OPERATIONS EFFECTED
TURE OF TERIEE.—The heavy black line indicates the position

forces before berinninx

the Loyal forces advanced
The screened lines show to
the late

afternoon of December

the operations. The
12 hours
what extent
19th.

According to Captain Liddel Hart,
British muitary expert Germany
and Italy last summer each pos-
sessed 1,500 warplanes. Franco has
at present 1,000 of these planes
assisting him in Spain. In other

IN THE CAP-

ol our
broken line shows how far
after the beginning of the attack.

they continued the advance In

The dotted black lines show the

old fortified positions of the enemy,

solini had realised that they were
fighting a losing game. The drain
on their money, munitions awd
men was not being justified by
results. They had staked their
claims to mineral wealth in the
North and in Cordoba. They were
willing to cut their losses and puU
out. Their friends in the British
ruling class were to secure for
them by peace what they tbem-
selves could not win by war. That,
in a nutshell, Is the truth behind
the peace rumours of a month
ago. The rumours were feelers.
But the R~ublican people want
their country, the whole country,
and nothing less will suffice them.
So the Republican Government
answered the peace feelers with
an emphatic “NOi" Baffled, the
pro-fascists of Britain decided
that as a preliminary to farther
presentation of their compromise
plans which they have not aban-
doned, sympathy and support for
Spwn mu.st be damped down in
Britain. Hencse the silence, even
in the Liberal, press, on the Spa-
nish issue. n |
.Meanwhile how does Franco fa-
re? Two incidents are revealing.

words, one third of the combined
fascist air armada is tied up in
Spain in the service of Franco,
Of that one-third practically half
had to be concentrated on the
Madrid front in July last to hold
up the Republican offensive.
Eighty-three were shot down! At
such a rate of losses Gennany
and ltaly cannot afford to conti-
nue to supply Franco, and at the
same time maintain their neces-
sary home strength.

Again, Franco has a chronic
shortage of men. The Govern-
ment forces are continuously
being augmented. On the great
battlefront from North to South
the Government is fortifying its
line and bringing up ever more
and more reserves. Franco Is fa-
ced with the necessity of doing
likewise or, in default, leaving
weak points in his line which the
Republicans wiU be able to break
‘fbrougb. This puts tremendous
additional burdens on Franco and
his masters.

for military as well as i»-
Ittlcal reasons, Franco was con-
tent to talk of the coming big
push, to keep the Government on

the defensive, to l«ep them quiet,
to perpetuate the atmosphere of
apparent stalemate in Spain, to
facilitate the intriguing which he*
hoped would end the war and
thus prevent him from being dri-
ven out of Spain entirely. Mean-
while the press in Britain was to
say nothing except that both si-
des had fought themselves to a
standstill, that neither side could
win, that a truce should be arran-
ged and Spain be divided between
the fascists and the Republicans.

It was good diplomacy; at least
it looked so. Major Attlee was
the first to jar It. Major Attlee
came to Spain and brought back
a story of the Republic that was
the very opposite of the story the
British preM was being instruc-
ted to present. He told of an or-
ganised people, of an organised
and well trained army, of a sti-
rring enthusiasm for victory. Ma-
jor Attlee, leader of His Majes-
ty's opposition, could not be boy-
cotted, nor his speeches suppres-
sed.

Then came the thunderclap
Unheralded, unexpected, the of-*
fensive began in Spain — and not
where the experts had forecast.
Nor was It a fascist offensive.
In a lightning thrust the Govern-
ment forces brilliantly smashed
through fascist strongholds, au-

Eden. British

seheon-er.

>lt. Anthony Tory

rroimded and captured the impor-
tantly strategic city of Teruel.
So a plot goes wrong. Willy
nilly, the British press has Spain
on the front pages these days,
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REQUETES MAKE
ad APPEAL AGAINST
. FOREIGN INVASION
1 quiet,
ere of The disintegration in the fasc-
ain, to ist line-up shows signs of increas-
lich he*  '~g steadily. One of the most ge-
ir and nuinely signiffcant splits is among
ig- drl- the requetes, that section of the
Meac- fascist forces which feels that it
was to , is defending church and religion.
otii sl- "La Vanguardia”, a Barcelona
3t a newspaper, published a photosta-
I could tlc copy recently of the following
arran- appeal niade by requete leaders
etween to their followers:
>licans. “The blood shed by so many
< least thousands of our brothers makes
e was it necessary for us to begin look-
Attlee ing facts in the face. In our fight
.tback for God and country we have
It was overlooked the fact that we are
iry the giving away our land to foreig-
Jstruc- ners; our army, our wealth, our
an or- frontiers, our institutions of the
anised new state wé are building—all Is
a st- in their hands. Their insolence
. Ma- knows no limita. If such Is the
Majes- case now when the outcome of
e boy- the war is still uncertain, are we
ppres- not obliged to ask what It will
be after the victory?
erclap.
he of-" ~ "By blood and battle we are
nd not preventing the Marxist Govern-
recast ment from enslaving the Catholic
ensive. church. Shall we now permit it
overn- to be enslaved by a state contro-
iashed lled by the Invader? The publi-
S, Su- cation has been prohibited in Ca-
tholic Spain of the encyclical of
March 14, 1937, issued by our
sainted father, Pope Plus XI. In
it His Holiness condemns the
theory of the Invasion of Spain
based on the argmnent that the
Government has crushed the
Church of Christ. Likewise it tells
of the tremendous persecutions
in Geflnany launched against Ca-
tholic priests and nuns, and the
wave of mud heaped upon them.
"Meanwhile the same ones who
persecute Christ In their own
country are entrenching themsel-
ves in our nation, taking charge
of our frontiers, our wealth and
even of our Instituttons.
5’;t’ "Requetes, open your eyes! You
will see that we too are selling
Jesus Christ for thirty pieces of
silver!”
FRANCO’'S DILEMMA
mpor- . . .
uel. God knows its a tough situation

«\When one man dictates to a nation.
With two others as well,
Does it work ? Does it hell!

It's I have to take the dictation!
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I"h©to of Moors found among other papers in the poasession of an

dalajara.

Italian

soldier taken prisoner at Gua-

MUSSOLINI'S ETHIOPIAN VENTURE
BRINGS FRUITLESS HARVEST

The expectations based upon
the conquest of Ethiopia, have
become disillusions after eighteen
months of occupation of that
land. This is the general reaction
throughout Italy, according to
“La Voce degli Itallanl”, anti-
fascist periodical published in
Paris by exiles and refugees
from Mussolini’s terror. The ar-
ticle shows that the year and a

half since Ethiopia fell have been
a period during which disappoint-
ment has developed into discon-
tent and uneasiness.

This feeling is spread to all
parts of Italy, and in every social
sphere the idea Is taking body
that the enormous military costs
and human sacrifices of the Ethio-
pian war have brought no bene-
fits. On the contrary, people are
thinking that these Itases have
made the home situation worse.
Time has already shown that the
conquered cannot be
profitably exploited. The promi-
sed jobs for individuals and

territory

wealth for
forthcoming.

Italy have not been

At the beginning many people
supported the war, feeling that
the annexation of Ethiopia would

result in great advantages, in-
cluding reduced unemployment.
The promTses and boasts of Mus-
solini were extravagant, but peo-
ple were not yet prepared to
doubt. Today they are, for none
of the Duce’s great claims can be
fulfilled. The discontent
dually making its way Into the
open. Fuel Is fed by the pessimis-
tic views of Italian workers who

is gra-

have been sent to Ethiopia.

These workers testify that the
soil is practically impossible for
farming purposes. They say fur-
ther that they were pressed into
the army and made to serve like
regular soldiers. The need for a
large and active army is obvious,
they point out, because the na-
tives everywhere are hostile. In
addition to that peril, these wor-
kers found the cost of living high,
supplies irregular and undependa-
ble, and basic essentials scarce.
The great majority of these re-
turned Italians, It seems, would
refuse even by force to go back
to Ethiopia. They would prefer to
die of hunger at home than to
undergo again the penalties and
sacrifices of Mussolini's non-exis-
tent opportunities.

Traders and industrial
bring back the same reports and
show the same feeling of futility.
Like the workers, they also ex-
press doubt and discouragement
concerning the economic prospects

of Italy in Ethiopia. Mussolini’s

agents

African adventure has accomplis-
hed the usual fascist result: the
condition of the Italian people has
grown more difficult.

MILITARY PLAN FOR
MEXICAN UNIONISTS

The workers of Mexico will not
bo taken unawares by the fascists
of their country. Mexican workere
are beginning a course In military
training.

The General Confederation of
Workers of Mexico at its recent
national congress decided to form
a military organization, to which
all of its members must belong.
This step was taken with a view
to the possibility of a fascist
attempt to seize power through
violence.
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TIGHTENING OUR BELTS

In a recent speech to the Plenum of the Spanish Communist Party,

Vicente Uribe, Minister of Agriculture, made an examination of the
economic consequences of the war. He pointed out that the resources
of the country were being severely strained because war is a costly
business, that factories normally producing goods for internal consnmp-
tlon or for export trade were now producing war material thus causing
a shortage In certain articles, and that sheer waste In the earlier days
had added to the present difficulties.

The Government is facing up to the problem of utilising the eco-
nomic resources to the fullest extent In order to meet the demands of
war. When Uribe made this speech he made it with the intention of
mobilising public suport behind the Government In this matter. In Its
programme of the nationalisation of the war the

industry, Impro-

vement in agricultural output, the ellminatioD of all waste, and the
general tightening of belts all round, the Government must have the
enthusiastic support of the soldiers at the front and the workers in
the rear.

Spain must still buy arms where she can until such time as her
own arras Industry can supply everything for the war. She must buy
coal for her furnaces and railroads. She .must buy every pint of oil
and petrol for her lorries, tanks and planes. To do so she must cut
down on the purchase of articles which are not so vital, on coffee,
sugar, tobacco, paper, etc.

This very necessary policy has its effect upon conditions inside
.Spain, conditions which call for sacrifice based upon an understanding
of the situation. When we feel a little exasperated with the universal
“NO HAY!”, we must remember why. It Is better to feel that there
is petrol In the tanks of our planes even if the coffee does taste less
sweet, that there are still bullets for our rifles even if the tobacco is
not BOgood, or as plentiful as it might be.

The Kepubllcan Government has been very generous to the soldiers
ill the lines. It has carried out a policy of “only the best is good enough
lor the front”. When there has been a shortage of food in the towns,
there has still been sufficient In the trenches. When the civilian popular
tioii and the peasants have almost forgotten how to roll cigarettes,
there has still been a fair supply of tobacco for the soldiers. The sol-
diers have always come first with the Government.

For our part we must do everything possible In return. W'e must
we must cut do~vn our

wage a war against waste; requirements

to a minimum. The International Volunteers who have shown the

Spanish {leople that they are prepared to fight and die, if neces-
sary, for Liberty and Democraicy, must also show them that they are
prepared to face other consequences of war — the tightening of belts,

the cutting down of little luxuries.

CUBAN STUDENT DELEGATION
IN SPAIN

In response to the appeal Issued
by Spanish and Catalonian stud-
ents to celebrate an International
Students Week, Cuba’'s organized
students sent Ewo delegates. They
were José Lopez Sanchez, repres-
enting the Student Federation of
the University of Havana, and

was able to investigate the educat-
ional activities in Spain by vislt"
ing colleges, schools, tnstitut**
and other centers for training and
recreation. As a result, they are
greatly impressed by the cultural
efforts and plans they have found
everjrwhere. In the name of the

Nerina Luque, representing the organizations they represent, the-

KcUeratlon of the
the Havana Nur-
“Et Campesino”, who is next to

.losé Loépe» Sanchez (Left), representing the Student
Vnlveisity of Havana, and Nerina Luqae, delegate from
mai .School. They are seen talking to

the girls.

Normal School for Teachers, o
Havana.

The Cuban

se Cuban students pay tribute to
the Minister of Public Instructicai,

student delegation of the People’s Front Government.

CUBAN STUDENT DELEGATION GREETS I. B.
SOLDIERS

Comrades of the International Brigades, we salute you in
the name of the C'uban students and we express our admirat-
ion for your heroism
ersal culture.

in the defense of democracy and univ-

Brother Cubans, we embrace you Ln the memory of the
admirable example of Pablo de la Torriente Brau, Rodolfo de
Armas, and many others. Imitate them.

I shall return to my country certain of the triumph of the
Spanish people, which will be the triumph of all the {leoples

of the world.
JOSE LOPEZ SANCHEZ
of the

Delegate Student Federation of

the University of Havana,

QUEIPO TAKES THE CAKE

Honors for the tallest story of tlic Teruel action go as usual
to Queipo dc Llano. According to report, he has broadcast to the world
at large the following explanation of the defeat. Republican troops iu
flight from the fascists at Guadalajara ran all the way to Teruel and

took It by mistake. QucLpo has always been a gentlemen's clown.

wing
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The “National Zeitung" of Swit-
zerland published the following
*iUrticle in one of its recent num-
bers written by a Swiss who
is reputed to be well-informed on
what is going on in the fascist
zone of Spain.

"The situation in Andalucia is
certainly not of a rosy color and
it is not possible to say there is
enthusiasm or the spirit of victo-
ry. The cost of living has increa-
sed more than 20 percent. lo ma-
ny residences people live on cre-
dit, as they are unemployed and
have no means to pay. Numerous
Spaniards have sought refuge by
fleeing to Republican territory.
A poster proves how great is the
fear of espionage; it; reads as fol-
lows; "Take care; your neighbor
might be an enemy spy.” Conse-
quently everyone preserves strict
silence on all matters that might
give the impression of dejection
or discontent. The taxes™ direct
and indirect, and the bad living
conditions forced on the workers
by the military insurrectionists
right fromi the start have led to
the abolition of days off from
work at the same time that wa-
ges have gone down.

SFAILLE SEIZED

Seville voted a large Popular
Front majority in the elections of
February 1936. Most of these vo-
ters, as a logical reaction, expres-
sed themselves against the indus-
trialists and large proprietors who
had sabotaged, by all methods,
the social improvements institu-
ted by the young Republic.

We learned of the uprising at
midnight. While we were listening
to the radio broadcast from Ma-
drid,’ the gross voice of an offi-
cial suddenly broke in to announ-
ce that our city had been occu-
pied by the Foreign Legion and
that Moroccan troops were on the
point of arrival. When the wor-
kers, alarmed, rushed to the mu-
iiicipal authorities to demand
arms, they weie already too late.
The city buildings were manned
by troops. There followed several
agitated and uncertain weeks,
during which rifle fire was fre-
quently heard at night, The offi-
cial figures say that 300 persons
were shot in ttiis city during the
course of the year. In reality, the
number Is 2.000. Each citizen
known to have the slightest left-
wing tendency was assassinated.
1 have never been a socialist, but

Tmg VOLUNIMEE FOR LIBERTT

N SWISS TELLS OF OPPRESSION IN FASCIST SPAIN

I have known many Spaniards
who were; they were animated by
the highest of ideals-

Some weeks passed, however.

before the .little neighbaring
towns were subjugated. | have
seen the faces of Moroccan troops
returning from these local expe-
ditions, with wounds that were
produced by nothing less than bul-
lets. The fascists never bad an
easy job.

Two months after the beginning
of the civil war arrived the first
Italians and the first Germans,
almost simultaneously. Once | as-
ked esome Italians whether they
had really come to Spain as vo-
lunteers Their answer was a

Spanish wwncn saving their
*

heme furnishings.

smile of resignation. But an offi-
cer lurking nearby thrust his way
forward and shouted, "Naturally,
we have all come here through
our own free will,” At times 1
have actually heard German
troops say they never understood
that fighting was to be tbeir pur-
pose in Spain. In general, it is
quite certain that the Italian “li-
berators" are not greatly respec-
ted particularly since Guadalaja-
ra. The Germans are better re-
garded; the best hotels have been
reserved for them and in many
meetings the call “Heil Hitler” is
heard. | cannot be sure whether
this phrase is used ironically or
otherwise.

Between the Phalangists and
the Requetes there sometimes oc-
cur clashes in public, but here too
I am not sure bow dangerous
these events are for Franco’s cau-
se. On the facades of Seville are
posters with Mussolini’'s slogan;
“The king is the symbol of the
country.”

On one occasion there were se-
veral acta of sabotage committed
by railwaymen, with numerous
executions resulting as usual.

Several times great prepara-
tions were made to celebrate the
capture of Madrid, EJach delay in
the festivities was explained by

Those wh”o were able to
time took with them their homo necessities.

the announcement that FYanco
does not care to destroy the ca-
pital. Occasionally the police issue
orders that balconies on the prin-
cipal streets be decorated gaily
for the sake of good appearances.

As a Swiss, | have not expe-
rienced any difficulties. But a
Swiss passport is not always a
talisman, as is proved by the case
of our compatriot, Juan Duss. He
was identified as a socialist be-
cause he had spoken a few words

at a meeting held prior to the
rebellion. Franco's government
expelled him with every member
of his famUy. He was lucky. We-
w he a Spaniard he would have
been promptly shot.

Another Swiss, one St, Gallois,
is actually imprisoned in Sara-
gossa.

It gets worse and worse. There
is no taking of a placid breath in
the Spain of Franco, no matter
how often he announces that ail
is well.”

move out of faseUt territory Ilu
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“El Guerrillero’-Underground Fighter
Against Fascism”

Dear J...

In the Extremaduran sector, es-
pecially in the province of
evidence of the continual and he-
roic partisan warfare being car-
ried on behind the fascist ilnas
is obvious. This guerilla fighting
plus the deliberate and organized
sabotage carried on by the Spa-
nish workers there is playing a

major role in defeating Franco
and bis German and Italian al-
lies.

The hardships these guerrille-
ro* undergo is terrific. One sel-
dom heara of their exploits; they
are truly the unsung heroes of
the war. Living on little more
than olives, they carry on work
so effectively In Franco's terri-
tory that he must keep a large
police unit of Italians and Moors
at all times.

The other day a youngster fif-
teen years old came into town
driving a hundred head of cattle
before him. He had driven them
forty kilometers over the moun-
tains, walking two days and two
nights. Working for a rich fas-
cist In 'the enemy held section
of ... , this boy planned care-
fully to get the cows into Loya-
list territory. By himself, with
nothing more than a sling and
some rocks, he herded the ani-
mals over the front. The lad is
alone in the world, his brother
having been shot by the enemy.

Last night | stood guard w''h
a young Spanish soldier who
fought for a year in the moun-
tains around He says the
fascists are afraid to come into
the highlands, knowing it is a
stronghold of the guerrilleros.
This young soldier walked to the
Portugal border,’ then to a wa-
terfront town, There he conta-
cted the Socorro Rojo — in Por-
tugal and was hid on a French
boat by some longshoremen and
sailors. He showed me the note
given him by the Socorro Rojo.
It asks ail anti-fascists to aid the
young man in his attempt, to got
tack to Loyalist Spain. He is he-
re now, on the southern front,
ready for the attack that will
take back his home town from
the fascist hands. He tells of lar-
ge battles that he took part in
when the guerrilleros swept out
of the hills and raided fascist
garrisons, railroad depots and sup-
ply concentrations.

To meet the comrades who ac-
tually work in the fascist lines is
next to impossible, When they co-
me back to Loyalist territory with
information, they never expose
themselves. However, | managed
to contact one of these fellows
and | want to try to give you
a true picture of this c-.-mrade
and his work.

For the .sixth i.ime I have come
to the little vine-joint for my
meeting with the gucrnlleroa. On
all the previous occasions my Spa-
nish friend has apologized for not
bringing him, explaining that it
was necessary to employ every
precaution because of the nature
of the work behind faclst lines.

At one of the tables a group of
campesinos are singing. The fat
fellow, whose well-fed paunch is
singular in these times, rs singing
a flamenco, his Cyrano nose going
a deep purple ss be tries to lit
the difficult plaintive Jiminuen-
does of the song.

My Spanish friend enters with
a companion dressed In black
corduroy. They join me and we
order another bottle of wine. The
comrade in black corduroy hardly
looks like a g:uerrillero. He ap-
pears soft and timid. However,
one cannot tell.

Above
lieiow ran

IB Khown a fasrist of/irer leading a group
be seen how the peasant In the robcl zone is forced to work under the watchful eye of his master.

A Letter From a Comrade Active On The Ex-
fremaduran Front Describes Guerilla Warfare.

My Spanish friend removes my
doubts by apologizing again for
failing to bring tlie guerrillero,
telling me how careful these com-
rades must be, especially the type
he wants me to talk with, one
who works openly In fascist ter-
ritory, Of course, | know this. We
are less than twenty five kilome-
ters behind the lines, and the
mountainous region of the sout-'
hem front gives many opportu-
nities to fascist spies. There are

of peasants

to their death

times when one hears evidence of
the lying propaganda of Franco’'s
agents.

So again | forget my guerrille-
ro, and we discuss everything
from "mujeras" to international
politics.

After about an hour of conver-
sation we go from the dimiy-lit
vine joint into the dark street. As
I turn to leave my companions
and return to the barracks,-the
comrade in black corduroy grasps

for doicmling their Republlr.
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tlieir arrival on the Repu-

liberated from the

oppressive conditions of the past vears, is now moving forward to greater

collectivisation,

my eliiow and leads me in the
other direction.

We enter an adobe house whe-
re two men and a woman are
sitting at a table eating. The
peasant in black corduroy loads
me down with figs, nuts and bread
until my pockets are so full | can
hardly walk. Then the woman ins-
ists that | sit down to eat. And
now the peasant begins to pour
rich, ruby, Andalucian wine into
me.

Around the table there
warm, delicious atmosphere of
home. | drink It all in with a
nostalgia accentuated by a year
of war.

I tell them about America, its
heavy and light industries, and its
labor movement, and its govern-
ment. As | rise to go, my Spanish
friend, dramatically. In the ini-
imitable way of eouthern Spa-
niards, with a sweeping gesture of
his hand, says;

is a

"El guerrillero”.

Surprised, | turn to meet the
honest blue eyes of a little fellow
at the end of the table. He smiles
nervously. He is a characteristic
looking fellow, blue eyes bleached
by long living in the open, a sen-
sitive rubicund face”™ sharp acqu-
line nose, teeth and high cheek-
bones.

Anywhere but here, the intro-
duction would have been stagy.
But the dramatic quality of the
southern Spaniards is as real as
their high mountains, which look
like theatre props, with gauze
clouds hanging about the ~aks.

"Sit down, sit down”, | say,
“we'll talk,” And | pull a boner
by throwing a writing pad on the
table. The guerrillero fidgets.

'Tm under a very strict dis-
cipline,” he says. "I should not
be doing this. I am ordered to
speak to no one.

“You only need tell me general
things.”

My Spanish friend is bending
over my other ear, firing words
so rapidly that my head begins
to grow dizzy. "Despacln. decéa-
elo, camarada."

Then through the vaper cf "vi-
no” it begins to dawn cn me what
they are trying to put across,
that | have made a faux pas. The
young guerrillero works as much

underground as does *any Party
worker in Germany. On my pad
I have written the name of a
mountain where a band of guerri-
lleros hide. | have written that a
fascist soldier gete one peseta a
day on the front, fifty céntimos
behind the lines, and that a peas-
ant gets three pesetas a day for
his labor. That in this sector
Spaniards pressed into service by
Franco are closely guarded by
Italians and Moors; that the
Spanish boys shoot most their
bullets in the air, and desert in
bands. This desertion-business is
no news to me. I have seen them
come in by the truck-load.

I have written down that the
publicity given the guerrilleros’
activities now is nil for good
reasons. This young hero himself
has blown up a number of trains
on the other side. I have written
of a sector in the fascist rearguard
where the fighting is organized;
where the combined refugees and
guerrilleros sweep down from the
hills and wage pitched battles.

In the mountains, as well as
among the peasants on the other
side, the intrepid guerrillero finds
friends, food and hiding. They are
his own people, and shelter him
from a common enemy. Most of
the food in fascist held Spain ic
imported; it goes to the foreign
mercenaries.

"How old are you?”

"Twenty-seven.”

“I'm twenty seven,
laugh.

“We are both Communists,” he
says; "yet | cannot be confiden-
tial with you. | regret it deeply.
But it is imponible, I am under
the strictest discipline.”

too.” We

His eyes go to my writing pad
again. Tearing out the sheets 1
have used, | rip them in half.

"You might walk out into the
street,” he continues, “and some-
one gets a hold of this." He tears
.he sheets Into tiny bits.

On the papers | have written
many other interesting and im-
portant things. But they must bn
forgotten until some day in the
future—and | would like to sco
that day—when the fecund flek’;
of..., now lying fallow because of
fascism, will bloom again with a
new vigor under ? Free Republic
of Spain.

1937-YEAR OF RESISTANCE & VICTORIOUS OFFENSIVES

Jarama, Guadalajara, Brufiete, Cordoba, Quinto, Belchite & Teruel

ON TO FINAL VICTORY

1938!
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Soldiers of the XI Brigade Maintain A Home for
Children who are Victims of War

The achievements of the Inter-
national Brigades on the battle
fields perhaps tend to obscure the
work of peace and friendship that
they are performing at the same
time. No where does it appear so
clearly as In their concern for the
children of Spain. Despite all other
preoccupations, the volunteers are
proceeding with a campaign, to in-
crease the number of children’s
homes they are maintaining. Al-
ready there are several — in Mur-
cia, Madrid, Valencia and elsew-
here. As time goes on there will
be more.

Several hundred little Spaniards
are wards of the International Bri-
gades, hut the political commissa-
riat has fotind that the men are
eager to enlarge this form or aid.
A specific plan is under way to
establish a home, fully supported,
for the young sons and daughters
of Spanish comrades killed in ac-
tion with units of the Internatio-
nal Brigades. The existing homes

will also continue. For anti-fas-
cists. determined that the world
shall be free and peaceful and

equal for all, believe that “who
has tho youth has the future.”
They also know that these homes
have proved themselves to be
among the worthiest contributions
that can be made to a people de-
fending with their lives the Re-
public they created with their vo-
tes.

As in so many other things, the
German comrades pioneered with

Comrade Louis,

wounded Director of the Home,

these for little Spanish
boys and girls. They founded the
first one last spring and called it
the "Ernst Thaelmann Kinder-
heim”, fittingly named for that
great champion of the rights of
Germany’s people and thtir chil-
dren. It is exclusively the self-assu-
med responsibility of the lith Bri-
gade. All costs are paid by the bri-
gade and its several battalions,
and the funds are supplemented
by extra contributions given by in-
dividual members of that brigade.
Sixty Spanish children are com-
pletely supported in the home.
They receive food, clothing, bed,
and education. They also receive
a companiOTiship that endeavors
to he a substitute for the parents
many of these children have loat.

MEMOB-ABLE SI OT

The horrors of the war are mi-
tigated for them, but the realities
of it exist all around them. The
beautiful park in which the home
lies is only a few kilometers out-
side of Madrid, and sometimes the
heavy siege guns poundirig the city
with futile hatred carry their thun-
der to the youngsters’ears. La Mo-
raleja, which is the name of the
park, has a profound sentimental
value for the men of the Uth"Bri-
gade. For it was there that they
came and rested and reorganized
in between the bitter, fateful, ear-
ly battles when Madrid's destiny

taking a Walk with

Tlie Kidri Un6é up for candy.

hung in the balance. What better
shelter for innocent victims of fas-
cism than the place hallowed by
memories of the shock battalions
named for “Ernst Thaelmann",
"Edgar Andre", and “Commune of
Paris" ?

In charge of the home is a lieu-
tenant of the brigade, who lost
his right leg last winter at Gua-
dalajara. Formerly a school mas-
ter in Germany, he limps busily
around the grounds and through
the halls, making sure that the
desires of his comrades at the
front are carried out—that these
adopted sons and daughters grow
up strong, clear-eyed and eager-
hearted. Full of the affection the
children express with their every
gesture, he supervises tlielr routi-
ne with care. The age of the kids
ranges from four to fourteen. The-
ir food is good, their sleep is long,
their clothes are clean, their bo-
dies are healthy from sun, air,

some of the children.

exercise and hygiene. Needless to
say, their schooling is sound, tho-
rough and broad -- in accordance
with the new educational normo
of the People’s Front Government
which is making Spain’s school
system one of the most progres-
sive and scientific in aU Europe.

COLLECTIVE WOItK

This transformation of La Mo-
raleja, once the palatial summez+
retr~t of the immensely wealthy
Marquesa Maria de Cubas-Herisc,
IS symbolical of the democratic
uses to which the former citadelc
of privilege are being put. One ox
the most basic and fundamenUu
purposes the International Briga-
des are fighting for as part of the
Spanish People’s Army is brought
out in the fact that the staff oi
the home is fully collectivized. Co-
oks, gardeners, teachers, laundres-
ses, they all share in the respon-
sibility of protecting the welfare
of the sixty children. The contrast
is sharpest in the case of several
of these same workers once em-
ployed by the expropriated lords
and masters of the estate. What
they previously did as humble ser-
vitors of the haughty rich, they
now perform as fellow-workers
and friends of the little ones who
need them.

The head teacher is a Spanish
girl, mother of two children in the
home, whose husband was Kkilled
in action at Carabanchel in No-
vember 1936. She feels a bond with
the 15th Brigade, for her brother
lost his life last February as S
member of one of our battalions.
Another brother had been killoj
in the street-fighting of 1934. She
is a trained teacher, giving her pu-



plls lessons in various subjects.
But perhaps the chief lesson she
teaches by sheer force of exam-
ple; It Is courage.

KIDS LEARN CODKAOE

And the children learn courage.
They learn numerous things
from music to arithmetic. They
can sing the songs of their naUve
provinces, and are famiUar with
the folk chants of Bavaria, the
home of their supervisor. The ol-
der ones assist in the accounting
mand keeping of records, for Inco-
me and expenditure are both con-
siderable. Their talents are evoked

AF

LA MOKALKJA

by individual attention, and the
results in drawing, designing the
wall newspaper, gardening and
sewing are extremely gratifying.
Their lives are filled with truth
and culture and as much happi-
ness as orphans and lost waifs can
know. Thus their courage grows
deep, and they do not forget the
enemies who have brought them
disaster.

One boy of twelve is determi-
ned to be an aviator. The fascists
bombed his "pueblo” out of exis-
tence, and he wants the power of
a plane in his hands to revenge
his father and mother slain in the
raid. Another plans to be a tank
driver. To him a tank is the ma-

"It's golni; to be cold this winter,
boys. Let's start a bonfire.”

THE VOLUNTEER FOR UBERTV

ximum instrument of terror. He
saw several bearing down on his
village in one of the early bat-
tles near Madrid, saw the destruc-
tion they grind out, and wants to
turn the tables on the enemy.

Among the girls the ambitions
also,vary. Most of them obey the
natural impulse of hoping to be-
come nurses. A few want to be
teachers. One of them who has
developed a distinct artistic talent
is eager to paint propaganda pos-
ters-

Meanwhlle they dance and sing
and grow up. Visitors come to
them from many places. Govern-
ment officials, Spanish newspaper-
men. foreign delegations, people
from- the vicinity - they come
from different points of view and
for different purposes. They all
share the same feeling of gratifi-
cation at the happy life these chil-
dren lead under the guidance of
their International father-friends.
Such visits are always welcome
and stimulating to the young
hosts. But they reserve their grea-
test enthusiasm for the members
of what they call their own bri-
gade. A spontaneous storm of gre-
eting and affection is given to
them whether they arrive indivi-
dually or in groups.

Many 11th Brigade soldiers
spend part of their leave at La
Moraleja. They insist upon it, and
arrangements have been made to
accomodate them. Wounded men
in hospitals in or near Madrid de-
mand the same right to enjoy the
intimate company of their adopted
children. Almost without excep-
tion, these men leave a substan-
tial donation for the home on
their departure. Perhaps that is
why there is such a comfortable
balance in the bank, sufficient to
cover not only the normal needs
but emergencies if they should
arise.

Luigi Gallo, Commissar Inspec-
tor of the International Brigades,
paid a visit to the home recently.
His words there explain the mo-
tives of the men who established
this haven. "The International
comrades”, he said, "are mostly
married men, who have left be-
hind in other, countries children
like these. Here, in Spain, they
feel as if they belong to the coun-
try, because it is defending the li-
berty of all countries. They the-
refore want to do for the Spa-
nish children what they cannot,
for the time being, do for their
own. They lov? and care for the
Spanish children, because in them
tbelr thoughts of others far away
are embodied.”

CABINET MEMBERS

The “Gaaette” of December 11. 1937, announced the follow-

ing change in the Cabinet:

Don Mariano Ans6é has been appointed Minister of Justice.
He is a member of the Left Republican Party, which now
has two representatives in the Cabinet.

Seftor Irujo, the retiring Minister of Justice,

remains in

the Cabinet as Minister without Portfolio. He is a Bas"que

Nationalist.

The Cabinet is now composed as follows:

Prime Minister. Finance, Economy:

DR. JUAN NEGRIN

Foreign Affairs:

DR. JOSE OIRAL.......

National Defence:

INDALECIO PRIETO

Justice:

MARI.ANO ANSO.......

Interior:

...................................... (Socialist.)
...................... (Deft Republican.)
.................................... (Sociuust.)

...................... (Deft Republican.)

JULIAN ZUGIKN\ZAGOITIA. ..o (Socialist.)

Education and Health:

JESUS HEBN.ANDEZ

Agriculture:

VICENTE URIBE......

e S e (Communist.)

................................ (Communist.)

Communications, Transport and Public Works:

BERNARDO G. DE LOS RIOS

Labor and Social Welfare:

(Repul>iitan Union.)

DR. JAIME AYGUADE........ccccvee. (Catalan Left.)

Minister without Portfolio:
MANUEL

MARIANO ANSO

Mariano Ansd, the new Minis-
ter of Justice, was bom in Pam-
plona on January 21, 1899.

He was elected for the first ti-
me in the civic elections of April
12, 1931, which brought about
the fall of the monarchy, and be-
came the first R~ublican mayor
of Pamplona.

He was elected deputy for Na-
varre to the Cortes Constituyentes.
He was secretary of the Cortes
for two years.

Previously he had been impri-

Girls nraWnjr warm

IRUJO.......

................ (Basque Nationalist.)

soned under the dictatorship of
General Berenguer for leading the
repubUcan uprising in Navarre in
December 1930. (This was simul-
taneous with the declaration of the
Republic in Jaca by Galan and
Hernandez.)

In February 1937 he was elec-
ted deputy for the province of Gui-
puzcoa. He is a member of the
Left Republican Party.

When the Negrio Cabinet was
formed in May 1937 be became
Under-Secretary for Jvstice and
now he becomes Minister of the
same department.

clothes for the soldiers at rhe front.
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HOT SPOT IN QUINTO

Takinf a town is no joke, even
when you have as good as got
it. Fighting up the streets is the
most nerve-racking stage of an
offensive- Every window is a po-
tential danger-point.

Comrade G. tells the following
story of the taking of Quinto. The
main defence lines of the village
had been penetrated and a tempo-
rary Headquarters established in
one of the outlying blockhouses,
when an officer came hurriedly in
to report that he had found some
abandoned fascist camions. A
camion is a valuable acquisition.
Comrade G. and a few men went
out with him to get the trucks
driven in.

They arrived too late. Another
Brigade had established the nine
points of possession, and there was
no arguing. Instead, they went in
search of others. It was a dan-

On the look-out.

gerous expedition”™ there were fas-
cists in the village still, but no-
body knew where they were. A
noise behind a door was enough
to make them throw a bomb into
the house and blow the inside of
it out.

At sight of a camion standing
by a crossing, the two leaders ran
towards it shouting”™ with bomtos in
their hands. They had a few yards
to go when machine-guns opened
up on them, and G.'s companion
fell with a bullet through his head.
G. jumped over his body and das-
hed into a yard that opened off
the road. The rest of the party
squeezed into doorways and reces-
ses down the street. Fire from two
r~achine-guns crossed, and chip-
ped the waOs on either side.

G. now found himself in a dif-
ficult position. The yard was over-
looked by windows of which he
knew too little to trust. On one
side was the debris of a half-Yui-
ned building; facing it, a house
that had escaped the shells. Tho
doors of this house stood open;

G. could see into the nearer rooms.
He observed a table with cloth
and crockery; a calendar on the
wall; furniture and objects casua-
Ily placed, asif the house had been
left by its occupants a few minu-
tes before. A door led into a side
room. In G.'s own words, dar-
kness looked out of it. Something
more formidable might be looking
out of the darkness.

Under circumstances like these,
siDall objects impress themselves
strangely on the mind, and minu-
tes seem to stand still. There was
no movement in the house; the on-
ly living thing was G.'s own fan-
cy of death v/atching him. The mo-
re he staired in, the nearer this
fancy seemd to come. He feared
the stillness more than anything.
Steps led dowm to a cellar. G. al-
ready knew something about the
underground communications ot
Quinto, which linked the cellars
In a subterranean network. At any
minute, for all G. could know, so-
meone might jump up from those
steps.

"He crouched under the wall of
the house and called to the men
who were sheltering down the
street to get a tank up. A tank
could clear out the machine-guns.
Meanwhile he asked them to talk
to him. It kept up his spirit. They
called across to him every few mi-
nutes. He hardly dare answer
them, in case his voice should at-
tract someone’s attention. He fo-
und some tobacco dust in his poc-
ket, and made a cigarette. It smo-
ked with difficulty and had a bad
taste. He threw it away.

The tank arrived. Unable to
turn, it had backed up the street,
and now jammed itself against the
wall so that it could move neither
way. Its guQ roared in the narrow
space, but the machine-gnms con-
tinued to reply. Every shot from
the tank shook piecea down from
the wedl beneath which he was
sheltering. He pinked up the end
of his cigarette and tried it again.
He crouched there, he said, for
two or three hours.

At length he decided he would
have to risk everything and get
out of this trap. The ruined house
seemed to offer him his best
chance. He began crawling over
the debris on his stomachy moving
very slowly with a sharp eye on
the staring windows,

Something beside him went oft
with a roar that seemed louder
than the loudest aerial bomb. He
froze against the rubble, knowing
nothing, mind and body dead. He
had startled a cat, which jumped

WINGS OVERHEAD

Over Brufiete came the sound

Of black wings crawling up the sky;
The soldier crouched against the ground
With straining limbs till they went by.
He heard the bombs sing down the air,
Ho felt them land, and everywhere
The earth in an advancing line

Bose up. The soldier said "This time”.
This time he laughed at what he said.
And .stretched his body to the heat;
The sun alone was overhead

And warmed the terror out of It.

Now, when the thin December gleam

Is driven off the sky by snow

And breath hangs in the air like steam,
The soldier on the plain below

Hears the familiar song of hate

And stoops behind the, parapet.

When the black wings have passed beyond
He pulls his blanket closer round,
Grins at the younger man, who tries

To catch his courage from his eyes.
“We’'ll bring them all down bye and bye.
And then”, he says, “they’ll never come.”
The young man, looking at tho sky,
Sees only white wings of the storm.

up beside him and scuttered away
over the loose pieces. In the relief
of discovering this he slid quickly
down to the ground on the other
side of the pile, to find himself
facing a man with a rifle leveted
straight at his head.

“Comrade!” he shouted,
shoot dont shoot!"

The man stood motionless. G.
could feel the aim of the gun in
the middle of his forehead. Se-
conds stretched to hours. The man
might have been made of stone.

The gun was not lowered until
G. was standing beside the man
who held it, and had his hands on
his shoulders, telling him that he
was a friend, that he knew this
comrade and that one (he pointed
to them) by name.

Once he knew the man unders-
tood him, the world changed for
Comrade G. He was not out of
danger, but he had found a friend.

“Dont

M. TOMALIN

Chicago Correspondent
Expelled by the Nazis
Speaks Of I. B. in Paris

The International Brigades ha-
ve never consisted of more than
15,000 men, while ltalian troops
sent to Franco number around
120,000, according to Edgar A.
Mowrer, noted foreign correspon-
dent of the “Chicago Daily
News”, who was expelled from
Hitler Germany for telling the
truth. He has personally verified
Other
accuracy, he

these observers

agree with their

figures.

said.

Moreover, he said, the Interna-
tionals are genuine volunteers
—every single one—who fight for
Republican  Spain because of
their ideals and feelings. They
were not subjected to any other
influence In coming to Spain.

Speaking recently at the Home
of American Students In Paris,
Mr. Mowrer also said that victo-
ry for the rebels is an absolute
impossibility. But If it were,
France would be gravely mena-
ced. With an enemy government
at the Pyrenees, France would
have to consider seriously the
withdrawal of her promises to
assist Czecho-Slovakla,
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SPAIN'S SECOND WINTER
AT WAR

(Excerpts from an article in
“Pravda” by M. Koltzov.l

The rearguard of Republican
Spain is fully capable of sustain-
ing its army and of continuing to
do so during the entire winter and
beyond that. The only thing need-
ed to accomplish this is organizat-
ion and unity among all anti-
fascists.

The agricultural season has pro-
duced a harvest superior to that
of the preceding year In almost
all crops. Livestock, however, has
been used up in great quantities.
But to balance the situation, the
breeding of poultry and rabbits
has been greatly augmented. This

A/\

increase in the future meat supply
Is to be found not only in tbe coun-
try, but also in the large cities,
especially Valencia. Chicken coops
are seen on the roofs and balcon-
ies of almost every house.

NEED ORGANIZATION

Generally speaking, the farms
of Spain, aided only by partial im-
portation of wheat and meat, are
prepared to supply food to the
army, the working class and the
city populations as a whole. It
should be borne In mind, also, that
the farmers and their families
themselves are better fed today
than formerly.

The chief need is for good or-
ganization, but that does not yet
fully exist. The delivery of provi-
~ons {8 made in the rural vUlages
without any method. The Govern-
ment pursues a just and careful
policy in all matters concerning
the farmers. It defends their in-
terests strictly, and prohibits eve-
ry kind of levy and monopoly. But
the organizations of the large ci-
ties have not yet learned the best
way to handle the farmer's pro-
duce.

For months there has been dis-
cussion <J a plan to create a cen-
tral purchasing agency for the
syndicates. It is not yet in exis-
tence. Meanwhile, syndicates, mills
and even individual merchants send
agents into the rural districts to
make purchases for them. They
do so without a controlling plan.
From this arises the enormous dif-
ference in prices. In Valencia, for
example, the prices for meat and
vegetables are higher than in Ma-
drid. Supplying foodstuffs to Ma-
drid is much more difficult, but
the people there buy with greater
care and do not tolerate specula-
tion.

FARMERS AIDED

Wheat and flour prices have in-
creased 35 to 40 percent since the
beginning of the war. Neverthe-
less, the former prices for baked
bread have been maintaiaed in the
cities. This is a basic considera-
tion by the workers, and the Go-
vernment has accordingly gran-
ted a special subsidy for tbe pur-
pose.

The Minister of Agriculture has
extended all possible assistance to
the farmers during the whole
course of the war. He has appor-
tioned credits of tens of millions
of pesetas in order to secure for
Republican Spain an increase of
cultivated land. He has proceeded
also to cancel arrears of debts
and taxes.

In the villages, even in those si-
tuated in the war zone, the far-
mers have a perfect understan-
ding of what they have won in
their fight against the fascists and
reactionary landlords. They lack
many things, of course, particu-
larly sugar, gasoline and tobacco.
But they eat well, feel responsible
for large areas of land, and no
longer bend the knee to an arro-
gant master or brutal overseer.
They are conscious of the part
they are playing in the war, they
are enabling the cities to do their
work, they cultivate their fields
and constantly increase their
ploughing.

NEW .ACHIEVEMENTS

Precisely the opposite is taking
place in the region dominated by
the fascists. There the farmers ne-
glect their fields, often doing so
purposely.

The working class of the cities
has suffered more than the far-
mers and this winter will conti-

nue to bear a greater burden of
the war. The workers faced the
first attacks of fascism, resisting
heroically on the barricades of
Madrid and Barcelona. The wor-
kers fight in the vanguard of the
Republican Army; workers also
are forging victory in the rear. It
Is difficult to overestimate the
success achieved by the Spanish
workers in these past months. In
spite of privations and in spite
of frequent acts of bureaucracy
and sabotage on the part of go-
vernment and trade union offi-
cials, the workers have proved
that they possess great patience
and tenacity, immense enthusiasm
in their labor and plenty of initia-
tive and ingenuity. The attitude
of tbe workers is the chief reason
for the great growth of Spain's
war industry, which in spite of
all its defects, works better eve-
ry day.

Some of Its achievements can-
not be praised too highly. These
include the manufacture of pur-
suit planes of the most modem
type, together with ,the motor; the
production of automatic machine

fiS ,S 3 -

M adrid, comipletfly fortified

il

guns, a job which was organized
in three months; the manufacture
of complicated projectors for anti-
aircraft defense; the output of
rapid-fire automatic weapons. The
fact that tens of thousands of ar-
tillery projectiles have been pro-
duced daily in improvised facto-
ries must receive special mention.

The workers of Spain, with the
working class in the lead, are
ready and willing to continue
fighting for all they are entitled
to have. The only thing they need
for victory is good organization,
order and discipline.

College Girls Boycott
Japanese Goods

The College of New Rochelle,
conducted by Catholic Ursuline
nuns, is boycotting Japanese-
made silk stocking. Tbe student
body consists of 734 young Ame-
rican women of Catholic faith,
and many are already wearing
cotton or coarse-weave hosiery.
The boycott was initiated by the
P€ace Club of the college.

0

Ml

the faselst aggressors.
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XIV BRIGADE
CELEBATES YEAR
UNDER FIRE

With formal ceremony the 14th
International Brigade celebrated
the anniversary of its baptism
under fire. One year ago, on Dec-
ember 23, the brigade went into
action for the first time, fighting
at liopera and successfully detain-
ing the fascist advance toward
Jaen, key city on the Cordoba
front. Since then the brigade has
made its fame secure at Guadala-
jara, Jarama, Cuesta de la Reina
and other vital battle fields.

The victory at Teruel, which
coincides with the anniversary,
was featured and emphasized. Lui-
gi Gallo, commissar inspector of
the International Brigades, said
"We made a promise to stop the
fascists. That promise has been
kept. Today we can also rejoice
over Teruel, which prove.s that the
fascists cannot win”.

With pride and significance it
was pointed out that the conquest
of Teruel had been achieved by
all-Spanish brigades. The Interna-
tional volunteers had not been cal-
led upon to aid in the whole series
of fascist-crushing operations. Co-
lonel Dumont, commander of the
14tb Brigade since the beginning,
said “We are here, representing
the workers of France. It has been
our honor to fight for a year at
the side of the Spanish people, and
to continue fightini' until fascism
is exterminated from tbeir land.
At the present moment we may
feel especially glad, for in tlie fall
of Teruel, we know that Spanish
troops themselves won the vic-
tory”.

XV Brleade Patrons visit

RrigRde h”~>ulqgasrterei in Madrid.

ph~d above is a xroup of P. E.
together
Ang'lo-Amertoan de-
Not all of the Angrlo-
the enli-

of the Tsasanea Institute
members of the I. B.

legation in Madrid.

AmericanK appear iu this picture;
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WHAT'S IN A BEARD?

Beards were Introduced by
Samson, an ingenious Bastemer
who put over the slogan "Hair
for Strength” and made big mo-
ney. Like other speculators he
wrecked his career on a woman
and ended his life in an orgy of
sordid suicide.

The superstition stiU survives.
There has been a recent outbreak
of it among the International Bri-
gades, and many volunteers are
now suffering from a rush of hair
to the chin. This is due to lack of
proper precautions in the early
stages. It would not have hap-
pened if they had carried razors
in their packs, for application as
soon as the first symptoms ap-
peared.

The epidemic has already got a
strong hold, and the results are
to be deplored. When the chin Is
attacked by a beard, it gradually
disappears and is followed by the
upper lip and cheekbones. In time
the 'dcUm becomes unrecogni-
sable.

As the disease advances, it be-
comes increasingly difficult to
insert food into the mouth, owing
to the invisibUIlty of the orifice.
It is a pathetic eight to see men
struggling through the follicles
with food in their spoons, unable
to maintain their sense of direct-
ion. Much of the food is lost on
the way, and tends to attract
hyenas and other animals that eat

what is left behind by larger
beasts of prey.

A rumour has been put about
that the Ministry of Fortifications
is encouraging the growth of
beards. This rumoring is the work
of provocateurs. If It were possi-
ble to grow metal cm the chin,
there might be some advantage in
every man carrying his own bar-
bed wire entanglement into action.
As It is, it can be of no service,
and is liable to trip him up.

By the time he has as much
hair on the bottom of his head
as on the top, a few bombardments
are enough to make him forget
which end is which. Some volun-
teers even reach the stage when
they carry as heavy a load on their
chests as over their shoulders,
with the result that they lose
their sense of back and front, and
advance backwards instead of for-
wards. Nor can they grumble if
a fit of the blues goes to the beard

and makes them impopular with .

the womeo.

The fight to exterminate this
disease Is likely to be long and
arduous. Since the days of Sam-
son, the beard complex has sunk
deep in the human psyche. The
human psyche is a dreadful thing.
It is pronounced “pizitch” and lies
somewhere between reality and
delirium tremens. Once the beard
reaches the bottom of that, the
case is hopeless.

IRISH LABOR STEPS AHEAD IN U. S.

The recent eléction. on the
American Labor Party ticket, of
Michael Quill as Councilman for
the Bronx, marks a new phase in
the history of the Irish, in the
United States. Hitherto Irish exil-
es, unskilled workers in the main.
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have been dominated by Tamma-
ny Hall, which could always dep-
end on their vote, giving in return
minor favors and concesidons to
reactionary Irish and Irisfa-Amer-
ican leaders. To Quill and other
workers goes the creditfor smash-
ing the grip of Tammany. Organis.
ing axaoag the rank and file of
transport workers, they formed
the Transport Workers’ Union,
countering all the legal and extra-
legal Inflmidatlon of the bosses,
until, this spring, they won not
only recognition of their union,
but better working-hours and bett-
er pay. John L. Lewis, chairman
of the C. I. O. with which the
union is affiliated, was present at
the historic conference at which
the bosses admitted defeat

Quill, still limping from a bullet-
wound received during the Anglo-
Irish War, is a foremost supporter
of the Spanish people in their
struggle against fascism. He is a
sturdy young Irishman, typical of
the Irish Republican and Labor
movement.

D1AN.a (U- G. T.)-L«rr», 6. Tel. «<IM .—Madrid.

STEPS ARE TAKEN
TO FREE AMERICANS
FROM FRANCO JAILS

Twenty-four American comrad-
es are prisoners in the hands of
the fascists. Most of them were
captured last February during the
Jarama battles. The others were
taken in later actions. Their fate
is unknown, but there is reason
to believe that they are alive be-
hind fascist lines. Congressmen
Jerry J. O'Connell of Montana
and John T. Bernard of Minnesota
have introduced a bill requesting
the State Department to invest-
igate the actual situation of these
Imprisoned American comrades.

While action now depends upon
legislative and diplomatic proce-
edings, it is recalled that member»
of the British Battalion, taken
prisoner in early February, were
subsequently released and repat-
riated over the fascist part of the
border. Among the An”erican pri-
soners are the following comrad”
es: Edward Freed, Louis Omitz,
George Leap, Walter Grant, Leo
Targoff, William Parks, William
Hathaway, Everett Hobbs, Bern-
ard Cohen, Steve Dabelko, Donald
A. Boynton, Albert Rosenberg,
Henry Lyons, Leo Turner, George
Stark, Manuel Lizairago and DIno
Neri. The homes of their famillea
are in all parts of the Unitedl
States.

COLLECTIVES
TO SHARE EXTRA
PROFITS

The Official Gazette of the Ca-
talan Government on November
21, 1937 published a decree of
Juan Comorera, Counsellor of
Economy, regulating the distribu-
tion of the excess profits of col-
lectivised Industria».

These profits shall be distribu-
ted as follows:

a) 50 % shall go to the Bank
of Industrial Credit of Catalonia.

b) 15 % shall be devoted to
social needs of a collective na-
ture.

c) IS shall be placed at the'

disposal of the workers who shall
decide its destination at a ge-
neral assembly.

d) The remaining 20 % shall
be kept as a reserve fund or shall
be devoted to improvements, re-
newal of machinery, etc., in the
proportion agreed upon hy the
general assembly.

The decree is dated November-
17. 1937-
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