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The fall of Teruel on the after-
noon of December 21 was the
climax of operations which the
Eepublican Army had been car-
rying out for just a week. The
Army of the Levante took the re-
bels completely by surprise when
it launched an attack on the
morning of December 15. Day
by day, it executed the plans of
tie general staff like clockwork.

1st
Ten hours

Most dramatic of all, perhaps.
Were the operations during the
first day when, in the bare space
of the available ten hours of day-
light, the two columns entrusted
with making Uie pincers move-
ment simultaneously from the
north-east and south-west, esta-
blished contact with each other
midway between Campillo and
Concud.  This movement, which
enclosed the rebels in a circle of
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iron, practically sealed the fate of
Teruel.

The planning of the operations
was no leas brilliant than the way
in which they were carried out.
Fortified by the most skillful
German military engineers. Te-
ruel was thought to be virtually
impregnable. Tet the Republi-

Marty

u L

can Army completed the whole
series of operations with far fe-
wer casualties than in any pre,
vious large-scale attack. The
secret of this success was the fact
that, with the exception of Con-
cud, none of the strongly fortified
rebel positions were attacked from
the front. The Republican com-

Returns to Spain

Madrid, January 3 - 1938

mand singled out all the weak
spots in the inairgent line of de-
fense and drove wedges deep into
the enemy's rear. Thus Isolated,
the strongholds of the enemy fell
with little resistance when at-
tacked from behind-

working in this way during the
seven days of the offensive, posi-
tion after position fell into the
hands of the Republicans, while
the ring of insurgent territory
around the city grew smaller and
smaller. At last there remained
nothing but Teruel itself and two
heights, Santa Barbara and EI
Mansueto, immediately east of
the city. The final operation con-
sisted of cutting between Teruel
and these positions. The city was
entered simultaneously by Repu-

-4.ndré Marty, member of the French Chamber of Deputies
and the man who was the driving force in organizing the
International Brigades, has returned to Spain. His arrival in
Madrid was made the occasion of a celebration by the Com-
missariat of the International Brigades, attended by leading
figures of the army and civil government.

Pointing to the Impregnability of Madrid and the victory
at Teruel, Comrade Marty said the wcrljing class of the
world feels justified in Its imswerving faith in Spain. In Fran-
ce, particularly, the people are concentrating on increased aid
in the anti-fascist struggle. “It shows Itself In many ways”,
he said. “The port workers of Le Havre and Marseilles and
the metal workers impose dues upon themselves daily to raise
funds for varioiLS needs among the Spanish people.” The
same firm and growing support is found in all eountries, he

explained. “The policy of non-interventlcn”, Comrade Marly
said, .'ijeeomes plainer every day to the large masse.s in the
democratic nations as a policy- of intervention in favor of
Franco. Such a thing cannot long continue.”

Comrade Marty showed that whenever things are bad for
Franco somebody speaks of mediation and compromise. “But
Teruel”, he said, “shows that the will of the people of Spain
is for final victory and the crushing out of-fascism, nothing
less.”

Addresses were also delivered by General Cardenal, repre-
senting General Miaja who was 111; Gémez Egido, represent-
ing the Mayor of Madrid; Comrade Pifiuela, new political
commissar of the Center Army; Ossorio Tafall, commander
of the André Marty Battalion of the 14th Brigade; and Pérez
Vitoria, president of the I'opular P'ront.
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bllcan columns from the north,
northwest and south.

NEW ARMY STRONG

The capture of Teruel la the
culminating point of the growth,
or perhaps coming of age. of the
Spanish People’s Army, It is the
logical result of experience gai-
ned in Casa de Campo, Segovia,
Brafiete and Belchite. In each of
these campaigns the young Re-
pubEcan Army dl~layed more
strength, more agility and grea-
ter cohesion than in the preceding
one. In the counter-offensives at
Guadalajara and PMoblanco this
army was already capable of rout-
ing the Italian troops. It has now
completed its development and
has proved itself equipped to gain
aE its objectives in a first-class
battle carried direct to tbe ene-
my. A clear indication of this is
that not a single non-Spaniard
participated in Teruel and that
not a single reserve was brought
into action.

What increases the significance
of the army's conduct is the fact
that it operated under weather
conditions that the word "awful”
does not exaggerate. A heavy
blanket of snow lay evers”™vhere
and at times the wind rose to
a gale that swirled the snow so
thickly evisibility was impossible
for a more than a few feet. The
cold was so constant and intense
that some men actually perished
in it. Minister of Defense Prieto
stated “lI do not beEeve any other
troops in the world could have
marched under similar conditions”

The offensive was planned and
directed by Colonel Sarabia who
last autxunn was placed in charge
of the Republican Army on the
Teruel front, and by General Ro-
jo, Chief of the General Staff.

THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY

enter Teruel

Both these men were members of
the old Spanish Army and re-
mained loJal to the <Republic. As

NUNS and Civilians evacuated

soon as the Government received
word of the capture of Teruel, it
conferred on Sarabia the rank of
General. Sarabia and Rojo, pre-
viously, are the only two men to
have been promoted to generals
during the present course of the
war.

From a military point of view
the holding of Teruel by the re-
bels had long been misconceived.
If at first it was a dangerous sa-
lient which chance or, more ac-
curately, the treachery of the ci-
vil guards placed In fascist hands
at the very outset of the upris-
ing, a salient which threatened to
cut Loyalist communications along
the Mediterranean coast, it later
became a menace to the rebels
themselves. This was borne out
by their attempt last July to
broaden the .salienL It is now pro-
ved beyond all doubt by the suc-
cess of this offensive.

For moral reasons, however,
Franco had no other course than
to maintain Teruel, whatever the
cost in men and 'material. For,
by talking of a slash through to
the coast on that- front, he had
boosted the name of Teruel un-
til it was on the lips of all, both
in rebel territory and abroad. He
simply could not, therefore, afford
to withdraw his troops and leave
Tenjel to the RepabEcans. In the
same way, once Teruel was sur-
rounded and cut off by Government
forces, Franco was compelled to
eacrifice thousands of his best
troops in a vain effort to reUeve
the beleaguered city. In one attack
which the finest fascist troops
delivered along the plain near
Concud, they formed a perfect
target for Loyalist artiUery on
the heights and were driven back
in complete disorder after los-
ing what is conservatively esti-

Irtmt Teruel.

mated at forty percent of their
strength.

STKEET-UIGHTING in

Besides the tremendous stimu-
lating effect it will have on the
Republican Army and rearguard, |
the capture of Teruel is of great i
strategic importance to the Go- '
vernmailL It creates a new and ,
shorter road to Madrid, and tlnj;' -
permits transfer of troops and »
material from the Aragon front |
to the Madrid front or vice versa ;
much more rapidly. The dlstanc*
from AJcafiiz, the central point
of communications for a large part
of the Aragon front, to Madrid
is 70 miles shorter via Teruel
than via Valencia, and 85 mile»
shorter from AlcafUz to Guada-
lajara. It also constitutes Um
point of an axis along which new
major offensives can be develo-
ped.

The capture of Teruel and its
surrounding area leaves the Re
pubEc with a gain of hundreds oi
square miles of territory, rich in
coal and iron so necessary fw
the expansion of the war indus-
tries, as weir as with one of tiw
best timber regions of Spain

Numerous insurgent prisoner»
were captured the first day and
more were taken each succeeding
day and night. Many deserted to,
Loyalist Ikies,
companies in some instances,
They have been conveyed by tin
himdreds from Teruel to Sagun-
to and Valencia. So rapid was
the onslaught and operation aga-
inst the city that barely a fascist
soldier escaped to fight again
another day. And the entire lar-
ge store of arms and ammunition
which the rebels had accumulatec
there is now in the hands of th»
Gcevernment.

There is no doubt that Franco
must make ferociou.s efforts to
retrieve his disaster. Come what
may, the mvictory at Teruel has
permanent significance.

V-, —tf " "

Teruel.
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DELBOS COMPLETES TOUR OF EUROPEAI\fI;_!!NATIONS

French Foreign Minister Finds that the Mass of People of
Europe Prefer Democracy and Call for the Defeat of Fas-
cism. Steps are Taken to Boycott Japanese-made Goods.

M. Delbos, French Foreign Mi-
nister, hag been round Euro-
pe. His journey, rather than a
triumphal progress, might be des-
cribed as an insj~tion of the
wreckage. In Poland, Rumania
and Jugoslavia he had the opport-
unity of seeing the damage that
France’s friendships have suffered.
All three countries have turned
towards the probable aggressors
and are seeking assurances from
them in return, naturally, for con-
cessions. The Four-Power Pact,
the failure to take a firm stand
when Hitler marched into the
Rhineland, the sabotage of sanct-
ions in the Abyssinian War, the
policy of Non-Intervention, etc.,
all this diplomacy conducted in
the name of peace is now threat-
ening Prance with isolation and
encirclement.

DEFENSE OF MINORITIES

It is not yet possible to jui~e
whether I>elbo3' visit to Checho-
slovakia has strengthened the
resistance at that possible “Spain
of tomorrow" against the threats
of Hitler and bis agents. It would
be well if the rights of national
minorities were always respected,
but In any case Hitler's qualificat-
ions to be considered their champ-
ion are slight enough. There was
once a great uproar about the
German minority in Poland, until
one fine day Poland's policy be-
came pro-Nazi and the matter
was closed. Nor do we hear much
about the oppressed German mi-
nority in the Italian Tyrol; and
if a Hitlerite took over the Gov*
ernment of Czecho-Slovakia and
helped to open the way to Nazid-
om's supremacy In Europe, then
the pressing question of the Ger-
man minority in Czecho-Slovakia
would also be "closed".

NOT THE PEOPLE

M. Delbos might learn two les-
sons from his journey: the first
—that wavering, compromise and
retreat are not Identical terms with
peace and collective security: the
second—that although the govern-
ments of Poland, Rumania and
Jugoslavia have ceased to count
the Lieague of Nations and their
agreements with Prance as the
main factors in their foreign pol-

icy, nevertheless those Govern-
ments do not have the people
behind them. The Polish people
demands a reversal of the policy
of the ftacist ruling clique in
Warsaw. In Rumania the pro-
fascist pcdicy of Carol and his
Prime Minister, Tartarescu, has
been defeated at the elections. It
remains to be seen whether Carol
can foist on the Rumanian people
a new Hitlerite Government in
which the dominant party only
secured 10 % of the votes cast.
In Jugoslavia Delbos was greeted
with shouts of "Long live demo-
cratic Prance! Down with fasc-
ism!"

This is the force which can be
mobilised behind the policy of
peace, irrespective of the wishes
of the Becks, the Carols, etc. It
is a force which can still be
irresistible if the democracies end
the policy oi capitulation and give
more than kind words to collective
security. -

BOYCOTT PRACTICAL

World indignation against the
Japanese crime in China is still
increasing, and with it the po~b-
ilities of a large scale boycott of
Japanese goods. The World Peace
Assembly has taken the'decision
to organise a boycott beginning

January 1.
The distribution of Japanese
trade is such that an effective

boycott is possible. L'Bumanité

has. pointed out that Japanese
troop movements are made with

JAPANESE AVIATION swoops
down on the “Panay”. bombing it.
The sinkins of this American sliip
has <s)used great indignation in de-
mocratic countries of the world.

CHINESE women-atQdenta in a mlUtnrr school. Those women want militar;
training, so that Hie; too can pitch In to help their country to defeat the
Japanese invaders.

American trucks. Japanese bullets
are made with American lead. The
petrol for Japan’'s planes comes
from Dutch and American sourc-
es. The cotton which Is essential
for her war industry is provided
by India and the United States.
She obtains coal from IDdo-C!hina.
Her nickel comes from Norway
and Britain. She receives machine
tools from Prance. According to
figures published by the World
Peace Assembly and based on
league of Nations statistics and
reports of the Tokio OiMnber of
Commerce and Industry, the Unit-
ed States, India, Great Britain and
France take 389 % of Japanese
exports and provide 47.6 % at
her imports. 40.5 % of the total
tonnage of ships passing throu”
the Japanese customs consists of
non-Japanese vessels, and about
a third of them are British.

From these figures it Is clear
that a determined boycott by the
democracies could force Japan to
leave her prey and seek peace.

During five months' fighting
Japan has achieved no decisive
results. It is true that her forces
have penetrated far into Chinese
territory, but they have not been
able to break a Chinese Army
which is still In process of mobil-
isation and is growing stronger.
Vast suras are being swallowed
up in the war. A fierce partisan
struggle is being waged in Man-
churia. The unrest of the Japanese
people is reflected in the mass
arrests which are being carried
out.

An indication of what could be
achieved by firm action Is provid-
ed by the sequel to the sinking
of the “Panay”. The United States
now has an apology, the promise
of an Indemnity and the dismissal
of a Japanese officer. This is a

distinct toning down in the "I care
for nobody, no not I!" attitude
adopted by Japan in the earlier
stages. Whether or not the apolo-
gy, the indemnity and the dismis-
sal satisfy Washington, they will
certainly not satisfy the people of
America who are awakening to
the danger of Japanese aggression
in the Far East and for whom
Roosevtit's Chicago speech, the
call to world democracy to.close
the ranks, means more than just
words.

TERUEL

The taking of Teruel is a smas-
hing victory for the Republic on
the Spanish Front and no less
on the international front. The
intense reactionary campaign ad-
vocating compromise or represent,
ing Franco as certain of success
in a hypothetical forthcoming of-
fensive, bad not been without Its
effects in some democratic and
working-class circles, where a
mood of pessimism had set in. In
Britain Major Attlee’s confident
statements on his return from
Spain had already done much to
dispel the gloom, and now his
statements have been backed by
the deeds of the Republican Army.
On the other hand there has again
been a big discrepancy between
fascism's words and deeds—this
time a very welcome discrepancy.

No one imagines that with Te-
ruel fascism in Spain is finished.
We all know that there are diffic-
ult times and heavy battles ahead;
but we know, too, that in Teruel
coming events cast their shadow
before.
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VICTORY AT TERUEL

Honor and glory to our Spanish comrades of the Repu-
blican Army! They have proved at Teruel what we have
always argued on their behalf; given time to organise and
train themselves, they are second to none as front-line sol-
diers. At Teruel, taking the offensive in adverse climatic
conditions and against strongly fortified posts, they routed
Italian, German and Moroccan regulars. In the annals
not only of Spanish but of European military history that
is an achievement, for which it is hard to find a parallel.

Here then are some of the fruits of our coming to Spain!
We held the lines for months on end, giving a breathing-
space for the organisation of the Republican Army. How
well that interval has been availed of, the victorious heroes
of Teruel are witness!

But when our Spanish comrades can win victories wit-
hout our aid it does not follow that our task in Spain is
finished.  On the other side of the enemy lines are Ger-
mans, lItahans, Portuguese—international fascist invaders.
So, on our side of the lines must remain the fighters of the
international working-class.

For this is no national civil war in which we fight from
abstract motives of idealism. This is an international war
between fascism and democracy. Fascism has rallied all its
available men and munitions; the working class, vanguard
in defense of democracy, must do likewise.

While the war continues — and continue it must until
Democracy triumphs — it is the duty of the international
working-class to aid their gallant Spanish comrades. That
duty we of the International Brigades have fulfilled in the
past year. Let us fulfill it in ever-increasing measure in
the year of victory now dawning.

FRIENDSHIP

Last November, the Popular Front organised a week of
homage to the International Brigades, commemorating the
anniversary of the defense of Madrid. So warm was Spain’s
gratitude that the unejg)ected sum of 270.000 pesetas was
subscribed. This money could be used for whatever the
vcdunteers saw fit.

Now they have given their answer, characteristically and
fittingly. For the Spanish soldiers throughout the entire Re-
publican Army, 150.000 pesetas is presented for additional
comforts to their winter welfare. In this way the Internatio-
nal volunteers express their comradeship even to those Spa-
nish brigades with whom we have not yet served side by side.

The rest of the money will be devoted by the Internatio-
nal Brigades commissariat to cultural work in our own
ranks, and to caring for the sons and daughters of Spanish
members of our various units. Doing this work of pea<» be-
fore victory is finally ours is a signal to Spain and to the
world that we are confident it will be ours.

Abd-el-Jalek Torrea, Moroccan
youth leader, officer in a Mooriah
brigade, supporter of Franco since
the beginning, has been sentenced
to jaU... Latest figures on Italian
trade balance have been juggled

W

around but cannot hide the enor-
mous deficit of 3.350 million liras
between imports and exports. The
preceding year's deficit was only
572 million liras, which is also
ptenty... Hans Drick, Nazi "vo-
lunteer" and athlete, winner of
the pentathlon at the Berlin Olym-
pics, lost out the other day in a
Madrid sector. He will be buried
in Germany... Flash! Any day
now the world will be astounded
by the announcement of a Society
of Nations to rival the well-known
League of Nations which, It will
be recalled, was supposed to per-
petuate peace. Whether headquar-
ters are to be at Nuremberg or
Munich will be decided by toadng
a Banco de Franco peseta... Just
in case you' re not quite sure, Ja-
pan has not yet declared war on
China... Mickey Mouse and Donald
Duck are banned from movie
screens in Jugoslavia as being
“anti-monarcblst” and also "re-
bellious”. Don't you think so?...
General Ludendorff cashed in the
other day. He invented totalita-
rian warfare, but died in bed. He
opposed Hitler's intervention in
Spain as being small fry. The old
boy was always nice to us. When
he helped HIndenburg crush the
Czarist army, he practically star-
ted the October Revolution... The
figures are official that the Moors

Vi

in Spain from the Anyera district
of Morocco have had 368 dead and
830 wounded. The figures are of-
ficial... A fascist soldier nabbed at
Terael cried, “Let me pray before
you Kkill me.” After he was given
a chance to pray he was also gi-
ven a meal, a trip to the rear, a
pick and shovel and a job on the
road. Was he also given a surpri-
se?... “The long-awaited fascist
offensive has begun”, announced a
political commissar to his men on
an Inactive front. “It has begun”,
he said, “and Teruel Is ours!”,..
Time Magazine shows its impar-
tiality by calling the rebels Righ-
tists and us Leftists and tells this
little tale: “The mere presence in
the Balearic» of Bruno Mussolini
provoked so many bomb raids aa
Leftists tried to exterminate him,
that Spanish Rightists were vas-
tly relieved when Bomber Bruno
flew back to Italy with part of his
fascist squadron...” And this inte-
resting item on the inevitable: "In

MOOBS IN SPAIN

sunny Morocco, impatient wives
and sweethearts of Moors fighting
under Rightist Franco demonstra-
ted at Tetuan, screaming “We
want our men back”, precipitated
a bloody 24-hour riot put down
by 130 executions..." Father Cou-
ghlin goes back on the air again.
Did someone say offensive?...
When Cardinal Verdier, archWs-
hop of Paris, returned from Rome
and announced the desire of the
Catholic Church to collaborate
with all men of good will, regard-
less of rehgious belief, the Nazi
organ “Angriff” said, “The Vati-
can is entering common action
with Moscow.” '

Fr
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Ralph Fox and John Cornford

A year ago this week the fam-
ous No. 1 Company of British and
Irish comrades went through
their baptism of fire with the 14th
Brigade on the Cordova front. Por
the International Volunteers this
was undoubtedly the most diffi-
cult and most dangerous period of
the war, a period when the fascists
were advancing on all fronts, a
period when the Loyalist forces
were short of arms and had had
no time for proper training.

Under these circumstances it is
not surprising that in those days
casualties were h”vy. The first

BALPH POX

Volunteers fought under almost
unimaginably adverse conditions

conditions such as we shall
never experience again in the cour-
se of the war.

Among those who died in this
action there were two comrades
whose deaths represented not on-
ly a great loss to the anti-fascist
movement, but also a great loss
to English letters. They were
Ralph Pox and John Cornford.

WORI.D WRITER

Ralph Pox was killed on the 3rd
of January at the age of thirty-
seven. He had already won a high
place for hlm.self among the lead-
ing writers of the post-war period.
His influence among British int-
ellectuals was far reaching and
steadily growing, an influence di-
rected towards drawing men of
science and letters in ever closer
contact with the proletarian mov-
ement.

In 1920 Ralph Fox joined the
Friend’'s Famine Relief Expedit-
ion to the Samara region in South-
East Russia to relieve the victims

of the famine which followed in
the wake of the "White Armies. He
believed he saw in the new Rus-
sian civilisation, even in those
early, troubled years, a solution
to the world's political difficulties.
His experiences there gave the
material for his first book, “fchil-
dren of the Steppes” In which he
showed distinct literary ability.

Apart from hie only novel
“Storming Heaven”, Ralph Fox
concentrated all his attention on
political writings. His study of
“Lenin" is perhaps the best writ-
ten in the English language. In
addition he wrote "Claas Strugg-
les in Britain”, "The Colonial Po-
licy of British Imperialism”,
“France Faces the Fhture”, and
“Genghis Khan”. Two books ap-
peared posthumously, "The Novel
and the People” in which he defin-
ed his view of the relation bet-
ween art and politics, and "Por-
tugal Now”, a study of the cond-
itions in Portugal at the time of
the outbreak of the Spanish Reb-
ellion.

Ralph Fox not only wrote po-
litically, but also workdfl politic-
ally. As a Communist, he took his
place in the workers organisations
and he lived, worked and taught
alongside working men. His pre-
sence in Spain was the proof of
his readiness to combine practice
with theory. His death was the
proof that he was prepared not
only to work, but to sacrifice ev-

oilloll" UF «UilKAUBS

attaclied

erything for the anti- fascist

struggle.

BRILLILANT POET

John Cornford, young poet and
brilliant university student, met
death on his twenty - first birth-

JOHN CORNFOBIt

day. He was the most prominent
leader of the Student movement
in Ei~land, and his efforts, more
than thoee of any other single in-
dividual, helped forge unity of the
Left wing student organisations.

His active ii™ left him little
time for vmting, but what he did
do in this respect showed consid-
erable promise. Several of hla
poems, mostly of an anti-fascist
character, have appeared in “Left

t» the original

R'eview" in England and efforts
are being made to collect all of
his works in order to produce

them in one volume.

Comrade Cornford was one of
the very first International Vol-
unteers to arrive in Spain in the
late summer of 1936. He took
part In the defence of Madrid and
after a short return home to deal
with some personal affairs he ca-
me back to take part in the action
on the Cordova front where he met
his death. His personality was
tremendously vital, he was amaz-
ingly cool in the difficult situat-
ions during the actions in whidi he
took part. He was a constant sour-
ce of strength and inspiration to
the group with which he fought.
He was a great comrade and a
brave soldier of Freedom.

SOME SOLDIERS ARE
SO ROUGH

A raw young volunteer was re-
ceiving tuition in bomb throwing
froni an Instructor. After every-
thing had been carefully explained
to him, he was given a live bomb
and told to throw it.

He pulled out the pin and han-
ded the bomb to his instructor,
remarking;

"Well, and what do | do now?”

He was so deeply offended at
the reply he received that he re-
ported the instructor for using bad
language.

*CJiESS-»ip’

KiigUoii-Spcaklng (‘«mpiuiy o~the U Ilh JJrigud»,
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PEASANTS ESTABLISH NEW COLLECTIVE FARM
AND POINT TO THE WAY OF SOCIAL ABUNDANCE

On Jitiy 21st, 1836, barely
two days after the military upris-
ing in Spain, the little village of
Valdegangu de Cuenca received a
visit from a delegation purport-
ing to be from the capital of the
province, The delegation introd-
uced themselves to Juan Ramon
Laparra, the Mayor of the village,
and, after following the usual
Spanish ctistom of talking about
everything except the buslnessa
they had in mind, finally annoimc-
ed that they had come to take

In addition”™the property includes
one of the beat known sanator-
iums in the country, the mineral
waters of which are famed for
their cure of rheumatism. There
la a large house, accomodating
ovei- 100 patients, a bath-house
and a swimming pool. The sanat-
orium showed on the average an
annual net profit of 20,000 pesetas.

Now the building has been
given over to the British Medical
Unit for the duration of the war
for use as a convalescent home

SOWING th* fleldi.

over the estate of the rich lan-
downer which lay within the ju-
risdiction of the village and that
henceforth this estate would be
run by a workers' committee In
Cuenca. Fortunately for Valde-
ganga its Mayor was a quick-wit-
ted man.

"That's ail very well", he said,
"you may be the bosses in Cuen-
ca, but I am the boss in Valde-
ganga".

He immediately siunmoned the
village council, who unanimously
decided that no other authority
than the village of Valdeganga
was legally entitled to take over
the estate in question. The dele-
gation returned to Cuenca empty-
handed and the estate became the
property of the people of the
village.

WAB HOSPITAB

The estate is, indeed, a rich one.
It consists of some 600 acres of
cultivated land, practically the
whole of which can bo irrigated,
and over 5000 acres of piine woods.

for wounded from the fronts. The
people of Valdeganga have thus
foregone the profits of running it
as a health resort and have made
this their contribution to those of
their fellow-countrymen who are
fighting for the freedom of Spain.

The rest of the estate, however,
remains in the hands of the villa-
ge. During the latter part of 1936
it was run by a group of six fam-
ilies who had either worked on
the estate in the time of the lanS-
lord or lived close by. It had no
official status other than that it
had been taken over by the vi-
llage.

In March of 1937, however, when
the policy of the Government re-
garding the development of collec-
tive farms had been made clear,
the Mayor summoned together all
the inhabitants of the village and
announced to them that the estate
was to be converted into a col-
lective farm. Anyone who wanted
had the right to Join the collect-
ive, i«Tjvlded that he added to it
whatever property (excluding hou-
se, furniture, kitchen garden and

small domestic animals) he hap-
pened to possess and providtl
that he became a member of one
of the trade unloa organisations.

(IOLLECTIVE STARTED

The idea of collectivisation was
beyond the comprehension of most
of the inhabitants of Valdeganga,
and even those who to some de-
gree did imderstand what it in-
volved, did not venture to throw
in their lot with the collecth-e
farm. As a result of the meeting
only three more families agreed
to join in, who, together with the
six famUies working the land
previously, made a total of nine.
Any member of the village has
the right to join the collective at
a later date, provided that he
complies with the above ment-
ioned conditions.

The nine families have now
been working the land together
since March. It has been a hard
struggle, for 600 acres is a lot of
land to till when one has no ma-
chines. The ploughing is done by
a pair of oxen and most of the
other work by mules. When 1| re-
marked on how well these ani-
mals looked, the Mayor, who Is
also secretary of the collective
farm, said: "Yea, they look well
and fat now. But they were very
different when we took over. The
former owners used to keep them
half starved. And, indeed, it was

pesetas a year ($15 or $75 at the
<dd rate of exchange). Chi this sum
they had to support not only
themselves, but also their famil-

A LIXTI'E refreshmeiit after work.

iea Many of them used to sleep In
the stables with the mules, be-
cause they had no other accomod-
ation.”

GOOD HAB\EST

The chief crop of the collective
farm is com, although it has many
acres of potatoes and vineyard as
well. There are also over 300 head
of sheep and goats. In 1937 there
was an abundant harvest, one of
the best ever known in that part
of Spain. And t:o cope with the
sitiiatlon the collective farm bor-
rowed a reaping machine, for
otherwise it would have feeen im-

PLOWING the furrow».

not only the animals they kept in
this condition. It was the same
with the farm laborers, too. The-
se men had to work from dawn
till dusk and they were paid 500

possible to get in all the crop.
The machine, £ilthough very old-
fashioned, served its purpose and
worked ten times as quickly as
the peasants harvesting with
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sickles. The machine cut the
cornfields in the floor of the val-
ley, while oa the hillsides, where
the slope is steep, sickles were
still In use. The peasants woidd
Bing at intervals during their
work and their song would spread
out across the valley to the hills
beyond.

Valdeganga is a peaceful spot
and there is little to interrupt the
song of these happy peasants at
work, happy, because for the first
time in their hardworking lives,
they are enjoying the fruits of
their labor. Occasionally one hears
the drone of a plane as it
passes overhead. At such tl-
tues the harvesters leave off their
work and with their sickles raised
in the air they wave to their he-
roic aviators, the story of whose
bravery and skill has reached eve-
ry nook and comer of Republican
Spain. Twice a day refreshment.s

are taken out to the harvesters
in the fields. Leaving their sickles
embedded In a pile of sheaves, pi-
led up on end so as to make a
patch of shade in the parched
comfleid, the harvesters gather in
a circle for their meal. Out of the
bread and the wine they make a
soup, whtch quenches their thirst
and nounshes them at the same
time, while large pieces of meat
are produced and eagerly devou-
red. Harvesting in Spain creates
an appetite. Shortly after noon
the harvesters return to the ne-
arby house where their midday
meal awaits them. Then, during
the hottest hours of the day, they
take their siesta, lying in the
shade of the elms that line the
front of the house. The day is a
long one, from daybreak until
sunset, and this rest at half-time
is a necessity for all.

Harvesting by sickles is doné in
this collective farm by a group
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of tai men. The first takes a row,
while the one following behind
takes the next row to the right
and so forth. In this way ten men
cut as many rows at once, which
is about the equivalent of one
small machine. Each harvester
gathers hia corn in armfuls as he
goes along, leaving it in bundles
to hia left. These bundles are then
collected and tied into sheaves-by
a group of men known as “bin-
ders”.

PROFITS INVESTED

In war time, when the Govern-
ment is sorely in need of all the
wheat it can lay hands on, special
measures have to be taken reg-
arding the sale of the harvest. AU
the wheat in Republican Spain is
bought up by the Government at
a fixed price. Farmers, however,
are entitled to keep enough wheat
for their own needs and for the
sowing of next year’s crop.

In this collective farm there is
no general distribution of profits
at the end of the year. On the
other hand, a fund is kept into
which all the profits are paid and
from which all workers over the
age of fifteen receive 4 pesetas for
each day they work. All general
expenses of the farm, such as re-
pairs and improvements, are also
paid for out of tbis fund. Recen-
tly a new cart was bought, which
cost 1,000 pesetas. Should the re-
sources of the fund show any
great increase, the wage of 4 pe-
setas a day would be raised aecor-
dingly.

But even the rate of 4 pese-
tas a day compares most favora-
bly with the standard wage of 500
pesetas a year paid by the lor-
mer landowners to the farm la-
borers. Counting an average of
300 days’ work for each man, one

finds he earns 1,200 pesetas an-
nually or more than double what
he received formerly. And in ad-
dition to this sum in cash™ he re-
tains enough wheat, potatoes,
meat, wine, etc., to keep himself
and his family for the coming
year, whereas previously he had
to purchase aii his food from the
landowner.

BETTER IJFE

For the present only the large-
scale farming has been collectivi-
sed, while such things as kitchen,

gardens, chickens, etc. have re-
mained in private hands. Next
season, however, collectivisation

will be complete. The women, for
example, whose task it is to look
after the minute plots of kitchen
garden laid out somewhere in the
neighborhood of each cottage, will
next year all work together and
cultivate one large plot, which can
be irrigated. In this way produc-
tion will be conriderably increased.

The membera of the Valdeganga
collective farm are a hardworking
but happy crowd of people. They
are still poor, very poor if judged
by British or American standards.
But they are happy because they

know they are on their way to a
richer and better life, because they
are certain that henceforth they
themselves, and not a rich Janl’ord
living in Madrid, will enjoy the pro-
fits accruing from what they pro-
duce by the sweat of their brow.

ARABS TRICKED BY
ITALY FOR SERVICE
IN SPAIN

The Gibraltar correspondent of
the London “Daily Herald” re-
ports the latest developments as
to how Franco's “volunteers” of-
fer their services. The article
says:

“Mussolini has found a now
way to send reinforcements to
Franco without violating the let-
ter of the non-intervention agict-
ment. By proclaiming himself pro-
tector of Islam, the Italian dicta-
tor has sent thousands of native
Arabs from Italy’s North Afri-
can colonies to Spain. The trick
is as follows. The Italian autho-
rities extend an invitation to
Arabs of Tripoli and Lybia to
board ships which, they say, will
go to Morocco: there they will be
able to proceed to make a pilgri-
mage to the sanctuary of Mulcy
Idris in French Morocco.

“But the pilgrims never gel to
the holy city of Fez. for when
they reach Mellila, in Spani.-ih
Morocco, they are signed up in
the Foreign Legion by fascist re-
cruiting officers, who tempt Uiem
with the pay of five pesetas a
day.

“It is calculated that in the
last fortnight, seven to eight thou-
sand Arabs have been enlisted in
this manner. A secret air service
hss been organized to speed up
transportation between  Tri.ooli
and Malilla, and between MvhUa
and Cadiz. This service opeia'es
daily.”

GREETINGS TO PEOPLE’'S ARMY

The Minister of National Defense sends a message to the

.Republican Army:

“In the dawning of the .year 1938, | salute with the greatest
‘warmth the Armies of land, sea and air, who are so heroi-
cally serving the pt'Ople, of whom they are the innermos-

part.

| express my profound desire for the triumph of ou =

fsvuse, the justice of wWocli proclaims itself to the entire
world, and | cherish the tenderest remenibrance of our com

rades who have succumbed in the combat,

Soldiers, aviators

and sailors: Salud and Victory!”



culture:

W ierc the Brigade last rested,
Headquarters were established in
the private rooms of a riverside
grainmill, The mill was under the
control of the U. G. T. The men
who worked there spoke of their
old € r.ployer with a casual tole-
rance. H chose to go, it was. hla
own i ftir. They might find him
a job f he cared to come back.

The machine rooms were spot-
lessly clean. Machinery was of the
latest type, and wherever possible
was MkKilosed in polished wood.
The power station generated
enough current from the flow of
fhe river to supply several sur-
rounding villages with light, You
could walk into any factory in
an industrially developed city in
Britain or America and see noth-
ing that worked more smoothly
or with less dust and noise.

The man who formerly owned
all this was making enough mo-
ney out of it to cover extensive
and elaborate Improvements to
his priate quarters. He left be-
fore thj> wore completed. Head-
quarter, i . taff ate their meals in
his big ving-room. He had let
himself on this room; it was
lavishly barorual, but Its baronia-
lism was childish and not like
the bored, cynical .aste of the
seeded aristocrilLy.

When a rich man does this sort
of thing In Britain or the States,
he generalUy makes a round of
the antique-dealer! show-rooms
and fills his rooms with products
of the past. He niay understand
what he is doing, or he may not.
Sometimes he orders a "period
room", and coramissloim a deco-
rator to fix it up.

lit Spain not even the amateur
baronialist needs to fall back
upon past ages. Owing to the late
industrial development of the
couiitry many feudal traditions
long since dead in Britain overlap
here into the Resent day, among

them the traditions of craftsman-
ship. g the rural districts of
Spain, and even in the cities,
craftsmen are still working as
their predecessTS worked several
cent irles back. When the baro-
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nialist calls in his craftsmen, he
is as likely to get good work as
bad. It is difficult to give the ex-
mill-owner credit for knowing the
difference between them, because
the work he accepted is of une-
ven merit and the whole effect
intolerably exaggerated.

Elvery visible wooden surface in
this room has been heavily car-
ved, Sesme of the carving is in it-
self very fine. Fantastic animals
and foliage cover the beams of
the ceiling, picked out here and
there with colour. The garish vi-
gour of these inventions .recalls
Gothic carvings four or five cen-
turies old. Not only has the trad-
ition remained, but the life is still
in it.

Up in the village the peasants
furnish their cottages with bet-
ter taste than the rich man,
though they are probably unawa-
re of it. They plan more simply,
but the same traditions are at
their disposal. Here and in all the
villages of Spain, i>ottery and
woodwork in dally use is of the
richest beauty. In England, such
stuff exists in the homes not of
the peasantry, but of a few peo-
ple who have caught the enthu-

at Tth

siasm of William Morris, and not
all of them share his understand-
ing of social developments and
their effect upon culture.

When the Spanish Civil War
has been won and the People’s
Front Government continues im-
der peace-time conditions its
present energetic policy of cultu-
ral development, it will have the-
se living traditions to call upon.
Under the right control the cul-
tural legacy of feudalism can be
saved from the slaughter which
has nearly or entirely extiziguls-
hed it in the industriailly advan-
ced countries.

Rising capitalism looks after
the material conveniences of life,
invents machinery and, up to a
point, encourages science, but it
does little for culture. In so far
as the human need for ornament
can be put to profit, to that ex-
tent capitalism will be interested
in it. In the effort to extend its
profits, It is concerned, as usual,
with speed and quantity, Art is
put on a mass-production basis.
The craftsman’s enthusiasmi dis-
appears. Ornament is created
without interest or love. Deterio-
ration is mevitable.

MiI

There has been more bad art put
into the world since the beginnii®
of the Industrial Age than in any
previous period of social develop-~
ment. The high standard of feu-'
dal art, however, was unstable
because it was largely uncon-
scious. It was not necessary then
to emphasise the differences bet-
ween good art and bad, since
there was no great danger of the
bad crowding out the good. No-
body could have Imagined then
how far the standard was going
to descend.

Now, however, it will be im-
possible not to be aware of the
differences, for industrialism has
established a wide margin of
comparison, and the clject les-
son will remain in front of us as
long as we need It. The task will
be to make the craftsman more
conscious of what he is doing, and
30 to put him in a position where
he can not oriy continue his tra-
dition but develop it. and relate it
to the modem life around him.
We shall see changes for the bet-
ter.

A nation fully conscious «t the
value of culture ia well arme
against reaction. The people ha-
ve in their hands the material for
the intellectual and emotional de-
velopment that is the real sfulf
of civilisation. While reaction is
still strong and has arms of Its
own, the worid has to fight for
the elementary right to become
civilised, with weapona that are
forced upon it. Even so, and even
under the restrictions of war, the
growth of culture In Republican
Spain' continues. The efforts of
the Government are justified by
their effect on the spirit of the
fighting forces. Some of us who
come from countries industrially
more advanced than Spain envy
the Spanish people their future.
With such a fine and wide-spread
heritage of culture, they will pro-
ve to have a firmer foundation
than ourselves when the peace-
time process of civilisation begins
in its full intensity.

The Brigade’'s mill offered a
picture in miniature of Spain’'s
tram”tion. Old culture stood side
by side with modem machinery.
Signs of bad influences were the-
re but their source was gone. The
Spanish people were at work,
controlling their own industry;
and housed in the Same building
were Internationals of the army
that is defending all that is best
in Spain, for the sake of all that
is best in the worid. M, T.
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PROF. HALDANE
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BACK IN SPAIN.

WILL MAKE A SPECIAL STUDY
OF BOMB-PROOF SHELTERS

J. B. S. Haldane, Science Pro- how a people unites to defend its

fessor at University College,
London, and one of the world’s
outstanding authorities on gas
defense, has returned to Spain.
He has been here before, advising
the Republican Government on
precautions against gas attacks
both at the front and in the rear.
This time, he says, his mission is
to learn from Spain the methods
of protecting crowded cities aga-

PROIESSOB HALDANE

Inst air raids. The elaborate meas,
ures being taken by the British
Government for such contingen-
cies have been severely criticized
on the grotmds that maximum
attention is devoted to wealthy re-
sidaitlal areas.

Professor Haldane is going to
examine the bomb-proof concrete
shelters in Madrid, Valencia, Bar-
celona and elsewhere which have
I>een built for aU the people expos-
ed to danger from the air. “If |
find that this is true”, he said em-
phatically, “1 am going to raise
hell when | come back. What
Spain can do in war time. LondonJ”
Manchester, Glasgow and our ot-
her big cities can do in peace
time.”

LOT TO LE.ABN

Continuing the same theme,
Professor Haldane declared his
conviction that the people of
Spain are doing the greatest
work of the world today by beat-
ing back the fascist onslaught.
“We have a lot to learn from.
Spain,” be said. “W« can learn

rights. We can learn how an ar-
my is oiganized under working-
class leadens. We can learn that
measures of defense for women
and children which the British
Government says are hopelessly
expensive are quite practicable in
a land where lives count for mo-
re than money.”

With the utmost sharpness Pro-
fessor Haldane denounced the at-
titude and policy of the British
Government toward Loyalist
Spain. He spoke clearly and bit-
terly: “The British Government
has deliberately and repeatedly
broken international law in favor
of fascism. And our ruling class
is delighted if the fascists can
also kill a few British boys who
are willing to risk their lives for
democracy. Yes, after all,” he ob-
served, "they might be a nuisan-
ce to their betters when they came
home.”

To Professor Haldane the victo-
ry of the all-Spanish troops at Te-
ruel is especially significant for
having been achieved without any
assistance from the International
Brigades, but be expresses keen
satisfaction with their constant
readiness for action. After spen-
ding several days with the Anglo-
American Brigade, Professor Hal-
dane, who was a captain in fa-
mous Black Watch Regiment du-
ring the World War, said of his
countrymen in Spain, "Tlie Bri-
tish Battalion is incomparably mo-
re efficient than a year ago. It has
good rifles and machine guns, and
good discipline, though not yet
perfect. On the other hand, its ve-
ry high morale and its experience
of war make it more than the
equal of any British regular army
battalion.”

Stamp as Tribute
to U. S. A

A Government decin-e last
week authorized a special
series of postal stamps
ronuneinorating the cordial
relations that exist between
the peoples of Spain and

the United States.

ELEGY FOR OUR DEAD

There Is a place where, wisdom won, right recorded,

men move beautifully, striding across fields
whose wheat, wind-marcelled, wanders imguarded

In unprotected places; where earth, revived, folds

all growing things closely to itself: the groves

of bursting olives, the vineyards ripe and heavy with
glowing grapes, the oranges like million suns; and graves
where.lie, nurturing all these fields, my friends in death.

With them, deep in coolness, are memories of France and
the exact fields of Belgium: midnight marches in snows —
the single-file caravan high in the Pyrenees: the land

of Spain unfolded before them, dazzling the young Balboas.
This earth is enriched with Atlantic salt, sprajing

the Uve, squinting eyelids, even now, of companions —
with towns of America, towers and milLs, sun playing

always, in stone streets, wide fields— aU men’s dominions.

Honor in this lies: that theirs is no special
strange plot of alien earth. Men of all lands here

lie side by side, at peace now after the cnicial

torture of combat, bullet and bayonet gone, fear

conquered forever. Yes, knowing it well, they were willing
despite it to clothe their vision with flesh. And their rewards,
hot sought for self, Uve in new faces, smiling,

remembering what they did here. Deeds were their final words.

Madrid, September 1937.

A CHINESE SOLDIER

My Chinese friend and | were
sitting and smiling at each other
in the culture room of the hospi-
tal when the radio began broad-

casting in English. | listened for a
moment and then turned to him.
“Nanking”, | said, “has faUen”.

He nodded courteously, as al-
ways, but his pleasant face did
not change expression. He conti-
nued to smile, his nearly maho-
gany akin creasing around his
narrow little friendly eyes.

I felt almost hurt at his indif-
ference. Could be remain uncon-
cerned at the fall of his country’s
capital to the murderous Japanese
invaders? “Is it nothing?” | as-
ked. We speak to each other in
Spanish which neither of us know
very well Perhaps that was the
reason | grasped his answer
slowly.

He said, “The floods cover many
fields, but the farmers continue
to plant seeds and tend the trees”.

After a while he rose and lim-
ped away. He got a bullet in the
mleg at Cuesta de la Reina some

iirweeks ago with the French Idth

Brigade, and just recently began
to walk. He has to use a cane.
As his stocky figure began as-
cending the stairs to the room
in which he sleeps, a little Spa-
nish nurse flew to help him. His
smile was the same as ever, but
he refused. For perhaps a full
minute it was a duel between two
kinds of graciousness. Finally, re-
luctantly, she permitted him to
go.

He started up the stairs, the
cane in his right hand, the banis-
ter in his left He went very
slowly. But he never faltered. 1'he
friendly little altercation with
the nurse bad aroused the atten-
tion of ail in the room. Every-
body had raised bis head from
book or dominé game. There were
Germans, Poles, Americans,
Frenchmen, Roumanians, Swedes
and Spaniards. They did not take
their eyes from him.

And thus, with all the world
watching to see if he could do it,
a wounded Chinese comrade slowly
climbed the stairs to the very top.

U. M.



From the Madrid F. U. E. to All
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Students

In the International Brigades

The University and Student Federation (F. WE E.) oi Ma-
drid is anxious to aclile\'e closer comradeship with the stu-
dents fig:htin]' in the Internationai Brigades, and appeals to
them to get in touch as soon as possible with the headquar-
ters of the Madrid F. U. E., Caite de San Bernardino, 14.

The Madrid students are proud to regard their international
comrades as honorary members of the U. F. E. Il. They are
deeply moved by tlie saerlJice and heroism of these comrades
in the war In Spain, and they want to express their gratitude
in some way. They want to establish close and friendly rela-
tions with them and show them tliat they are living in a
brother country which regards them as its finest sons.

For this reason the Madrid F. V. F. wishes to get in touch
with these comrades so as to offer them our assistance ajid
do everything in our power to help them.

At the Madrid Students' Club, the students of the Interna'
tional Brigades who are on leave in our capital will shortly
have the opportunit.v to devote their leisure momeiite to edu-
cational and cultural work whicii will bring the Spanish and
international students closer and closer together.

We wish to establish relationships of a permanent character
not only with the foreign comrades who are fighting in
Spain but also with the students and tlie student organisa’
tions of all countries, so as to build up, day by day, the mass
student movement of unity against fascism and in defence

of peace, liberty and culture.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE F. U. E.

December 23, 1837.

HE HIS

lea ,r,ned
LESSON

0O.'Jcrs against looting are very
stricl. Military gear thrown away
by Uie evacuating fascists and
trifles left about the streets are
legitimate capture. The dangers of
taking such stuff are not diaci-
plinkry, but can be equally sharp.

A comrade from New Zealand
had an experience in Villanueva
de la Canada which will discoura-
ge him for a long time from ap-
propriating things that once be-
longed to fascists, when next he
finds himself in a captured vil-
lage.

In Villanueva he picked up a
good fascist coat. Though he to-
re off the falangist badge, it still
looked like what it was. He found
a mauser gim, for which he dis-
carded hts own. He put a few fas-
cist papers in his pocket as keep-
.sakes, also a rubber stamp.

Further on, being separated
from liis imlt, he encountered so-
me Spanish comrades from ano-
ther Brigade. At such times, eve-
rybody is OD the alert.

“What's this gun?” said one.

A fi.scist would probably have
gives lhi answer be gave. They
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looked at his coat. Its origin was
obvious. They searched his poc-
kets and found the papers and

the stamp.

A crowd collected.

“Fascist spy!” shouted some-
body.

“Stand aside,” cried a man with
a revolver. “I'll put him under
arrest.”

The New Zealander heard the

In »

Italians Still Meet*With Armed Hostility
From Ethiopians

Mussolini seeks new victims for
his aggressions, but he cannot
seem to make a real job of the
conquests he so triumphantly pro-
claims to Italy. Ethiopia, for
example, is far from being as fully
subjugated as the Italian war
machine, rolling over unarmed
native troops, expected it would
be by now. Reports filter through
the rigorous censorship and (U
bring the same news. ltalian dif-
ficulties in Ethiopia are steadily
increasii”™.

The London “Times” is the re-
liable source indicating Mussoli-
ni's latest worries in the conque-
red territory, Essential supplies
are quite scarce, and gasoline and
other Imported raw materials are
subjected to the strictest ration-
ing. Viceroy Grazlani was forced
to issue a decree to that effect.
Cars and trucks may be used only
in cases of absolute necessity.

MEBOH.ANTS UNEASY

Other symptoms of alarm to
fascist headquarters are the un-
willingness of home firms to send
further exports to dealers in
Ethiopia imtU existing debts are
paid, and the discontent among

war factory making sheila,

click of a gun being cocked. To
his dying day he will never for-
get that sound.

Had not a Portuguese comrade
rushed up and identified him, his
dying day would have overtaken
him then and there.

In the future, he will be more
careful how he snaps up the un-
consldered trifles that fascista
have left behind.

Italian  businesaneo generally
over the lack of opportunity and
actual'loss of money already suf-
fered in Ethiopian trade. Rules
and regulations are not solving
the problem.

They surely csuinot alleviate
the mounting unrest among the
Italian soldiers on duty in Ethio-
pia. The correspondent says, “De-
serters frequently surrender at the
French Somaliland frontiers.
About a fortnight ago a group of
tea*wldiers gave themselves up
to the French authorities, giving
as explanation the terrible hard-
ships they had to sutfer and
harsh treatment by tbelr supe-
riors.”

Meanwhile guerilla warfaie
goes on unceasingly. Night at-
tacks on truck convoys are com-
mon and Italians are found dead
every day. A series of mass exe-
cutions of natives has not had
the result of breaking their spi-
rit. Although Addis Ababa and
the larger cities are considered
safe, Italian officials and mer-
chants will not go elsewhere wi-
thout heavily armed guards.

U.S. MEDICALBUREAU
TO AID CHINA

The American Medical
to Aid apamsn Democracy wni
aiso aid China. Dr. V*aiter E. Can-
non, noted physiologist or Harv-
ard University and naiipnai cha-
irman of tne Medical isureau, has
ouered the services of more than
a hundred leading members of the
medical profession to organizat-
ions arranging help lor the Chi-
nese people. Liberty-loving Amer-
icans, Dr. Cannon said, still bel-
ieve in democracy and abhor fa-

BuieaJ

scism wherever it appears.
Dr. Camion's statement said, “In
view of the fact that our limited
overworked forces are labor-
ing day and night to render ade-
quate medical aid to Spain, we
offer as a concrete expression of
our sympathy, to place at the
disposal of all individuals and
groups who wish to render med-
ical aid to China, the technical
facilities we have developed in our
past year’'s experience In helping
Loyalist SpalB.”
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HAMILTON, ONTARIO.—Ma-
jor Ludwig Renn, commander of
the 11th Brigade, now on leave of
absence fw propaganda purposes,
addressed a large audience here,
and showed that most newspapers
falsify reports on the true situa-
tion In Spain. The People's Army,
he asserted, is prepared for any-
thing and may even take the of-
fensive before the enemy start
theirs. This speech was made two
weeks before Teruel forced all the
new.aper3 of the world to wake
up to the truth of the internatio-
nally famous anti-fascist author’s
statements.

BARCELONA.— At a meeting
of Socialist Deputies in the Spa-
nish Cortes it was agreed to pro-
pose to the Second International
that an international assembly of
Socialist parliamentarians be held
in a city in Spain. The meeting was
attended by Indalecio Prieto, Lar-
go Caballero, Alvarez del Vayo
and Ramoén Lamoneda, of the
Committee for the Unification of
the Socialist and Communist Par-
ties.

— A delegation of Madrid
journalists attending the Exposi-
tion of Madrid, showing how the
city was attacked and is being de-
fended, received a gift for Gene-
ral Miaja, consisting of a Mauser-
type rifle, light machine-gun
and a Schnelder-type rifle. All of
these weapons were manufactured
in Catalonia.

- =The National Plenum of the
Syndicalist Party has unanimous-
ly elected Marin Clvera as chair-
man of its national executive
Committee. He succeeds Angel
Pestafia, leader of the Syndicalist
Party for several years, who died
recently of long-standing illness.
The plenum decided to erect a
mausoleum in his memory.
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THE VOLUNTEER FOR UBEETY

NEW YORK CITY.—Taxi-dri-
vers throughout the city are on
strike to force the companies to
comply with union contracts
drawn up last Jjuie. The number
of men involved is 4,300 and is
increasing steadily as the strike
progresses.

NEW YORK.—Mayor La Guar-
dia is definitely a member of the
American Labor Party according
to the election law of New York
State, since he enrolled under its
emblem during registration week
last October. His wife did like-
wise.

The six councilmen elected by
the American Labor Party deci-
ded, at their first caucus, to con-
centrate on a fight against high
food prices and rents, and will
demand a yardstick power plant,
municipal ownership of transit and
a city-owned milk distributing
system. The Labor Party delega-
tion consists of B. Chamey Vla-
deck, Manhattan, who was named
chairman, Louis Hollander and
Andrew R. Armstrong, Brooklsm,
Michael J. Quill and Salvatore
Ninfo, the Bronx, and Charles
Belous, Queens.

Peter M. Cacchlone, Communist
candidate who lost out by only
245 votes in Brooklyn, is driving
poweTfully for a recount which
may still elect him by revealing
strongly suspected vote-manipula-
tions on the part of Tammany
Hall.

— Without changing its pro-
gram, the American League Aga-
inst War and Fascism has enlar-
ged its popular appeal by altering
its name to the American League
For Peace and Democracy.

MOSCOW.—A trade treaty has
been signed between the Soviet
Union and Lithuania, establishing
mutual import and export quotas
for 1938.

—ePinal returns on the elec-
tions in the U. S. S. R. have put
1,114 members into the Supreme
Soviet. Of these, many are women.
Total votes cast were 90,319,346,
lowing that 96.5 % of citizens
eligible to vote actually used the
ballot. It was the largest election
the world ever saw.

YPRES, BELGIUM .-Setting a
new world’'s record for its class,
a Belgian biplane aped 2000 ki-
lometers in 8 hours and 8 seconds.
The average velocity was Just a
shade less than 250 kilometers an
hour.

PARIS. — Minister of Foreign
Affairs Delbos rendered a report
to the French Senate on his com
versations in London and the re-
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suits of his recent trip through
Central Europe. The report has
not yet been made public.

LONDON.—Another British de-
legation will visit Loyalist Spain.
They will come after the New
Year holidays. The group will con-
sist of about twenty members, re-
presenting various political opin-
ions, including laborites, liberals,
members of the House of Lords
and perhaps conservatives as
well.

- - The “Times" publishes the
statement forced from Foreign
Secretary Anthony Eden as a re-
ply to a parliamentary inquiry
concerning the damage inflicted
on British vessels in Spanish wa-
ters. According to these figures,
twenty-five ships have been atta-
cked in the period from the be-
ginning of the war until Augfust
1937. Eight of them were Royal
Navy, while the others belonged
to merchant marine. Damage was
caused, the statement admits, by
bombs, cannon-fire, torpedees
from submarines, aerial machine-
gunning, and floating mines, but
"in some cases it has not been
possible to determine with certa-
inty who was responsible for the
Incidents.”

«The “Daily Herald" announ-
ces that the British Army will
shortly begin using a new type
of rifle. It will be much heavier
than the present one and will have
double the caliber. It will use bu-
Uets that are not only tank-pierc-
ing but explosive as well. Prep-
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arations are also being made for
a new and more effective model
of anti-tank gtm.

VATICAN CITY.—Almost the
whole of the Pope’s Christmas
message, usually devoted to an
annual survey of the world ~ene,
is concerned with Nazi Germny’'s
policy on religion. “We have to
pronounce solemnly and concrete-
ly”, the message stated, “that in
Germany there exists a true sys-
tem of religious persecution, des-
pite all affirmations to the con-
trary”. Making the demand that
"Germany become again the Ger-
many that we used to love", the
message says further “So grave Is
the religious persecution that we
find it carried out with measures
including brutality, violence, fal-
sity, fraud and lies”.

MEXICO CITY.—The Confeder-
ation of Mexican Workers is sum-
moning a continental congress of
democratic forces to initiate com-
mon international action against
the spread of fascism on the Ame-
rican continents. Among the poli-
tical organizations-who will attend
are the Uruguay Socialist Party,
the Argentine Socialist Party,
the Argentine Radical Party, the
Argentine Socialist liabor Party,
all the parties of the Popular
Front of Chile, all the parties
supporting the present govern-
ment of Colombia, the A. P. R. A.
Party of Peru, and the Democrat-
ic and Socialist Parties of Cuba
and Central America.
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Australian C. P. Greets
Volunteers, Nurses

in Spain

"The Australianr labor move-
ment and all friends and suppor-
ters of democracy and peace are
filled with pride and joy at the
heroic endeavors of the sons and
daughters of the Australian and
New Zeaiand toling people now
assisting the valorous Spanish
people defend Its liberty against
the fascist hordes of Hitler, Mus-
solini and Franco."

With these words the Commu-
nist Party of Australia sends a
letter of greetings to the Austra-
lian nurses and fighters with the
International Brigades. Grieving
for Jack Barry and E. Dickenson,
who ware killed in action, the let-
ter says, "Workers will always
cherish their names and those
with them, the living symbols of
international fraternity.”

The letter points out that thou-
sands of Australian people are
responding to the appeals of
Comrade Lowson, recently retur-
ned from service in Spain, and
that the organization of material
aid to the anti-fascist struggle is
steadily reaching higher levels.
The letter concludes;

"All this guarantees that the
final victory will rest with the
cause served so nobly by the sons
and daughters of Australian de-
mocracy, the truest representati-
ves of the great tradition of Aus-
tralian freedom, won in the strug-
gle against oonvictism_ at the Eu-
reka Stockade, in the antl-cons-
cription victories, in the struggle
of the labor movement. The vic-
tory will be ours, the victory of
peace, of democracy, of Interna-
tionalism, over the enemies of hu-
manity, civilization and culture
—Hitler, Mussolini and Franco."

Poumists Kicked Out of
Valencia Council

The two P. O. U. M. members
of the Valencia City Council have
been deposed by order of the Ci-
vil Governor of Valencia. This ac-
tion foUows the withdrawal of se-
veral other party groups from the
Council as a protest against the
presence of the P. O. U. M.

The P. O. U. M. is accused 1"
the Civil Governor of attacking
the Government as well as the
other political and trade-union or-
ganisations and of carrying out a
policy of disruption.
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Ita ian “Volunteers” Get
Poor Treatment

The treatment received by Mus-

solini’'s  “volunteers” when they
return disabled Is the subject of
a report from reliable sources.
Hundreds of Italians, wounded in
Spain, have been landing for the
past few weeks at Naples, Gaeta
and Spezia. Their families are not
notified, and the soldiers are plac-
ed in special hospitals from which
all visitors are excluded. They are
Isolated to prevent any news of
their activities or present condit-
ion becoming known to the public.

When discharged from the hos-
pital these soldiers make contact
with their families for the first
time and then discover that the
fascist authorities have not kept
the promise to support their dep-
endents, a promise givsn to all
these "volunteers”.

One of these

badly wounded

Italian soldiers,
in the Asturias
battles, found his family close to
starvation. He applied to the go-
vernment for pay which he had
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not received in Spain, and also
demanded the bonus guaranteed
at the time he enlisted. After
many delays his claim was at last
refused on the ground that no
appropriation had yet been made

for such purposes.

Harry PolMtt Pays
Christmas Visit

Welcome visitor to Spain this
Christmastide was Harry PoUitt,
British working-class leader. Ha-
try's visits—this is his third in
1837—are welcome not only be-
cause of his cheery personality
and the personal interest he takes
in every comrade but also becau-
se it is now an established cus-
tom that when Harry comes he

.literally brings good cheer. This

time it took the shape of a
Christmas present and a perso-
nal grteting to every man. Not
content with visiting the XV Bri-
gade, Harry toured every hospi-
tal and even found time to pay
the Anglo-American delegation at
Madrid a visit. His coming here,
as everywhere else, was the oc-
casion of an impromptu and en-
joyable celebration.
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London Labor Rallies
To Aid Spain.
Attlee Speaks

Ten thousand people packed the
London Albert Hall and an over-
flow had to be brought to Ham-
mersmith Town Hall when Major
Attlee and Labour Party collea-
gues held a meeting in support of
the democratic Government of
Spain on Dec. 19. The meeting
was a warning to the British Go-
vernment. declared Chairman
George Dallas. Dealing with the
reactionary proposal to grant bel-
ligerent rights to Franco, Sir Staf-
ford Cripps, M. P,, emphasised
“they shall not get away with it".
Major Attlee, detailing his expe-
riences in Spain, pointed out that
those who argued religion is at
stake are "using the religious is-
sue for their own material inte-
rests.”

An appeal for 1.000 pounds for
Spain realised aubseriptions total-

ling 3.300 pounds. Mr. Lloyd
George suscribed 10 pounds.
Irish Labor Opposes

De Valera Constitution

IRELAND.—Mr. de Valera’s new
Constitution which came Into for-
ce recently replaces but does not
materially alter Mr. Cosgrave's
Constitution of 1923. Highlights
of the new Constitution are: subs-
titution of the name Eire (lIrel-
and) for the name Irish Free
State; a claim (which will not be
enforced) of jurisdiction over the
partitioned North-East; provision
for the Uachtaran (President) of
Eire. In effect, the Constitution
declares—but will not enforce—
a free united lIreland. It is op-
posed by Republican and Labour
Parties.

In Parliament last week. La-
bour leaders bitterly assailed Mr. de
Valera’'s virtual recognition of the
Oc-

casion was the announcement that

fascist conquest of Ethiopia.

the Irish Free State was accredit-
ing a Minister to “the King of
Italy and Emperor of Abyssinia.”
Mr. de Valera, backed by his po-
litical opponents of the Cosgrave
party, pleaded that he was not
recognising the
but merely “recognis-

annexation of
Ethiopia,
ing the name taken by the Ita-
lian sovereign!”
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