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THE FIFTEENTH BRIGADE IN ACTION
D u r in g  th e  r e ce n t  a c t io n s  o f  the 

15th  In te r n a t io n a l B r ig a d e  1 w a s  
o n  a n  A r m y  C o r p s  -Staff fo r  a 
s h o r t  t im e . I  h a d  h e a rd  o f  the 
15th  B r ig a d e , B u t  I  h a d  n .v e r  
k n o w n  it  c lo se ly ’ . I n  th e  c o u r s e  o f  
the. a c t io n s  I  am  a b o u t  t o  t e l l ,  I 
b e c a m e  in t im a te ly  a cq u a in te d  
w ith  th is  fin e  B r ig a d e .

W e  a re  a .ss ig n ed  t o  p e r fo r m  m i­
l i ta r y  o p e ra t io n s  in  th e  s e c to r  X .  .

fe w  h o u r ;  b e fo r e  th e  o p e ra tio n s  
are  s c h e d u le d  t o  b e g in , I take- 
p a r t  in  a  B r ig a d e  -Staff m e e t in g . 
T h e  C o m m is s a r  r e p o r ts . H e  
s j ie a k s  b r ie f ly ,  a n d  e v e r y  w o r d  lie 
nttei-s i s  fu l l  o f  c o n f id e n c e  an d  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .  H e  s a y s  : «T h e  
b a tta lio n s  a rc  p re p a r e d  f o r  b a tt le . 
T l ie  o ff ice r s  a n d  c o m m is s a r s  are 
t a lk in g  to  t lio  .so ld iers . O u r  c o m ­
ra d es  a re  a n x io u s  aiul r e a d y  to  
o b e y  th e  o rd e rs  o f  th e ir  s u p e r io rs , 
in  w h o m  t h e y  lia v e  c o m p le te  c o n ­
f id e n c e . A l l  s e r v ic e s  are  fu l l y  p ro- 
p a ie d -  F ir s t  A id  a n d  M e d ic a l S er­
v ic e s  are  s u p p lie d  su ff ic ie n t ly  
w ith  th e  n e c e s s a r y  e q u ip m e n t  an d  
m e n . W e  sh a ll  w o r k  w e l l» .

A t  n ig h t  th e  B r ig a d e  m o v e s  in ­
t o  a c t io n . In  th e  d a r k n e s s  th e  m en 
a d v a n c e  a  fe w  k ilo m e te r s  tow ard  
th e  c n e m v  p o s it io n . T h e y  cra w l 
a l l  n ig h t .  B e fo re  th e  b r e a k  o f  d a y , 
th e  s o ld ie r s  o f  the- M a c k e n z ie -P a - 
p in e a u  B a tta lio n  a rc  the' first  to  
b e g in  o ])e ra tio n s . T h e y  c h a r g e  th e  
fa s c is t  tre n ch e s  Ilk  - a  s t r o k e  o f  
l ig h t  ii in g , T h e  e n e m y , s u r p r i­
se d , su rr e n d e r  im m e 'd ia te ly . A t  
d a w n  th e  b a n n e r  o f  th e  M a ck o n - 
z ie -P a p in e a u  B a tta lio n  is  se’e'ii 
w a v in g  on  th e  cre.st o f  th e  n c w ly -  
e i .n q n ered  h il l .

'ITie I .in o o ln  B a tta lio n  is  a .ssig. 
lied  t o  s torm  a v ir tu a l f<<rtress, 
a ls o  situate 'd  <m a h i l l .  I t  is  im ­
p o r ta n t  t o  c a p tu re  th a t  h i l l  to  
in s u r e  th e  ad v a n ce ' o f  o u r  b r ig a ­
d e s . T h e  m en  o f  th e  I,in c< 'ln  p r o ­
ceed  t o  c a n y  on  th e ir  m is s io n .

I  w itn e ss  th e  e n t ir e  o p e ra tio n . 
B y  Inm -h t im e  o n r  a r t i l le r y  la y s  
d o w n  a h e a v y  lia r r a g c . T h e  tas- 
c is ts  r e sp o n d  t o  o u r  g u n s . T h en  
th e  m u s ie  o f  th e  tren ch  m orta rs  
b e g in s . W h e n  th e  g u n s  a re  on ce  
a g a in  s i le n t , th e  T -in co ln s rcsn in e

By WLADYSLAW STOPCZYK
W ar Commissar of the 45th Division
in f iltr a t in g  to w a r d  th e  e n e m v . 
C a r e fu lly  a n d  c o u r a g e o u s ly  th e y  
a d v a n c e . F r o m  o u r  d u g o i i t  w e  
v iew  th e  -scene o f  b a t t le  a.s c le a r ly  
as o n e  sees  th e  t n lm  o f  th e  h a n d . 
W e  see  th e  m o v e m e n ts  o f  ea ch  
s o ld ie r  a n d  w e  c im fess  i t  t o  b e  on e  
o f  th e  ra rest s ce n e s  o f  th e  w a r .

T h e  m a s te ry  w it h  w h ic h  t lic  B a t­
ta lio n  ca rr ie s  o n  th e  Ija ttle  shiAvs 
th a t  ea ch  s o ld ie r  knoiv .s w h a t  he 
is  d o in g . E a c h  k n o w s  h o w  t o  ta k e  
a d v a n ta g e  i>f e a ch  s to n e , b u s h , 
tre e  stem  an d  d e c lc v i t y  in  the 
g r o u n d . T h e  B a tta lio n  C o m m a n ­
d er  d ir e c t s  b r i l l ia n t ly .  B o th  th e

FASCIST CRUISER SUNK B Y REPUBLICAN FLEET. The "Baleares''. 10,000 ton rebel cruiser, smoking and wallowing hopelessly after being hit by torpedoes from Republican destroyers in the biggest naval encounter since the World War. The “ Ba­leares”  was with the rebel fleet, "Canarias”  and the "Almirante Cervera” , and was sunk 70 mines from Cape Palos alter a big baltle that took place early Sunday morning, March 6. (Read the complete story in our next Issue.)

o ff ice rs  a m i m en  d e m o n str a te  a 
s u p e r b  m a s te r y  o f  m ilita r y  t e c h ­
n iq u e .

It  ta k e s  im e a n d  a  h a lf  h o u r s  to  
a c c o m p lis h  th e ir  irp era tio iis . T h e y  
a ct  w ith  a u d a c ity  a n d  s k i l l .  .After 
n e a r in g  th e  e n e m y  p osition .s  th e y  
l ie g iii  t o  e n c ir c le  th e m . T h e y  g e t  
c lo se  e n o u g h  t o  b e  a b le  t o  th r o w  
h a n d  g r e n a d e s  in t o  th e  e n e m y  
tre n ch e s . T h e  e n e m y  o jie iis  fire . 
T h e  a tta ck e rs  ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  
th e  g r o u n d  s o  w e l l  a n d  s k i l fu l ly  
th at e v e n  th o u g h  t h e y  th r o w  g r e ­
n a d es  in t o  th e  e n e m y  p o .s ition s , 
tin- e n e m y  c a n n o t  see  w h o  is  d o in g  
it . T h is  d e m o r a liz e s  th e  e n e m y ;  
t h e y  a rc  b a ffle d .

.An u n fo r g e t ta b le  .scene fo l lo w s . 
In  s p ite  o f  a l ie a v y  m a e liin e  g n u  
fire , a fe w  co m ra d e s  o n  th e ir  o w n  
Volition d a sh  o u t  a n d  c u t  the 
b a rb e d  w ir e . T h is  is  d o n e  t o  fa c i ­
lita te  th e  fin a l a t ta ck  b y  t b e  b a t­
ta lio n  o n  th e  fa s c is t  f i 'r c e s . F ro m  
the le ft  f la n k  a  g r o u p  o f  v o lu n ­
teers  r u s h  th r o u g h  th e  barlie il 
w ir e  a n d  h u r l h a n d  g re n a d e s , A  
g r o u p  b e h in d  d o  n o t  a l lo w  th e  
e n e m v  t o  re trea t . I n  thi.s in a iiiie r  
t ile  e n e m v  is  c o n fu s e d  a n d  s u rr o -  
u tid ed  b v  a n  u n b r e a k a b le  ir o n  
r in g  o f  th e  s te e le d  E in o o lii  B a tta ­
lio n . W h e n  th e  s h o c k  s o ld ie rs  fi­
n is h  th e ir  w o r k  o f  d e m o r a liz in g  
th e  e n e m y , t h e  fin a l a n d  d e c is iv e  
c h a r g e  is  m a d e . W it h  a s h o u t  o f  
v ic t o r y  o u r  h o v s  p lu n g e  s w if t ly  
an d  d r o p  in to  th e  fa s c is t  tre n ch e s  
a n d  fo r c e  th e  e n e m y  to  su rren d er .

(In  th e  t '»p  o f  M o u n ta in  X  .. 
th e  p r o u d  b a n n e r  o f  th e  L in c o ln  
B atta lion  o f  th e  i,i;th In te r n a t io n a l  
B r ig a d e  is  r a ise d .

Im p o r ta n t  le s s o n s  can  b e  le a r ­
n ed  fro m  t h e  w h o le  b a tt le . It 
s h o w s  u s  h o w  w e  ca u  c a r r y  on 
o u r  fu tn i-c  ba ttles, a g a in s t  th e  fas- 
oi.st fo r ce s  a n d  b e a t  th e m  w ith  the 
m in im u m  o f  lo sse s  f o r  u s  (T h e  
B a tta lion  h a d  o n ly  fiu ir  w o u n d e d . 
It c a p tu re d  m o re  th a n  l o o  fa sc is tr , 
a m o n g  w h o m  w e r e  a  fe w  o ff l ic e r s ) . 
U  s h o w s  th a t  b y  e m p lo y in g  a 
g o is l  o r g a n iz e d  p la n  o f  a t ta ck  a n d  
ilc fe n cc  W e c a n  in s u r e  v ietor\ ’ a n d  
a t th e  sa m e  t im e  s| iaie th e  l iv e s  
o f  m a n y  o f  o u r  coiiira tles.Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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Don Luis Companys, President 
of th e Generalidad of Catalonia

W L A D Y S L A W  STOPCZYK 
Com m issar of the 45 th Division, 
w hose account o f  o u r  Brigade 

appears on  page I.

Americans Donate 
Auto-chir to Spain

A  new  m ob ile  operating  theatre 
(rn to -ch ir), d on ated  to  tlie vSpanish 
CTOvermiunt b y  th e  A m erican  p e o ­
p le , has been  turned over to  the 
C.encral In sp ection  o f  th e M edical 
S erv ice  o f  th e A rm y  in  Barcelona. 
O th er auto-chir.s have p re v io u sh ’ 
been g iv en  to  .Spain th rou gh  the 
.\m ericaii M ed ica l C oiiiin ittec to  
A id  Spanisli DemoeTacy.

T h e  a u to ch iv  w as o ffic ia lly  pre- 
senterl i)v  D octor  Irv in g  Busch 
and D r, R lw a r d  K . B arsky, co- 
com m anders o f  the A m erican  m e­
dical units in  S i)a in , t o  Sr. Fer­
nández B olafios, U nder-Secretary 
o f t h  - M iii's trv  o f  N a tio n a l! i.fo i.s  •.

S eñor C om pan ys w as born  in 
th e v illa g e  o f  T arrós, P rov in ce  o f  
I.érida. H e  stu d ied  law  at the 
U n ivers ity  o f  B arcelona w here he 
obta in ed  h is  degree a t a  v e ry  ea rly  
age.

A s  a  s tu d en t h e fou n d ed  th e 
U n ión  Elscolar R ep u b lican a  (Re- 
]>ublicau S tud ents ’ U n ion ), an 
organ ization  w ith  a le ft-w in g  ten ­
d en cy  w h ich  p la y e d  a  con siderab l c 
part in esta b lish in g  a  n ew  sp irit 
and a  new  orien tation  in  th e  cen ­
ters o f  h ig h er  edu cation .

H e w as ed itor o f  «L a  Lnclin* 
(T h e F ig h t ), a  R ep u b lica n  new s­
paper. T h rou g h  th is  instrum ent 
C om p a n y s, trgeth er w ith  L avrel, 
M arcelin o D om in g o  and  other p<'- 
liticia iis  and  w riters earned  <iut 
im portant w ork .

l i e  w as R epu b lican  d ep u ty  fur 
Sabadell in  variou s legislatures 
and  ill th is  ca p a city  a lw ays sh o ­
w ed  h is  love ftir the R c])n b lic  and 
h is  adiuiratiiui fo r  the ideals of 
fieedoin  and  ju stice .

B efiuv th e D ictatorsh ip  h e fou n ­
ded th e T 'uión  o f  Rebassaires 
(P easant’ s Trade T"nion) w h ich  is 
to d a y  one o f  tlie  m ost im portant 
jicasant organizations in  .Spain and 
w liich  is figh tin g  w ith  grea t en- 
tlnisiasni for th e r ig h ts  o f  the 
w orkers o f  the land.

•\.s a result o f  a ll these a ctiv i­
ties h e w as persecuted h y  the D ic-

/ - ’ S ' '  C

k: 4:

tatorshij) and  im prison ed  on  se­
vera l occasion s.

W h en  the secon d  d ictator (Be- 
ten gu er) fe ll, C om panys was in  
pr ison  ill th e Castle o f  L a  M ola, 
llav in g  been  ci>ndenined fo r  his 
R ep u b lica n  ideas.

T og eth er w ith  Co], M acia  he 
ca lled  a  m eetin g  o f  the A sam blea  
de Iz.(jiiierdas (lA-ft A ssem b ly ) in 
M arch 19, 1̂ and founded  tlie  Left 
K e¡n ib lica ii P arty o f  Catalonia. 
T liis  P arty presented  its candida­
ture in  the c iv ic  e lections  of 
.\pril 14 and  C om pan ys was ek v - 
ted cou c illo r  for Barcelona.

H e  was nam ed M a y or  o f  Bar­
celona  and  that v e ry  d a y , .April 
14, a t I ¡25 p . in ., he proclim eil 
the R ep u b lic  in  C atalon ia . On 
A p r il 15 h o w as m ade C ih il G o­
vern or of B arcelona, g iv in g  up 
th e p o s t o f  M ayor,

In  th e gen era l e le ct ion  fo r  the 
Cortes C on stitu yen tes h e was e lec­
ted  b y  a la rge  m a joritj- and  w as 
app oin ted  leader o f  th e Catalan 
g ro u p  ill parliam ent, comjxj.sed 
o f  all parties and  n u m berin g  52 
deputies. L ater h e liecam c P resi­
dent o f  the C atalan  L o ft  G rou p.

Ill the C ortes h e s tro n g ly  advo­
cated  th e  g ra n tin g  o f  au ton om y 
to  C atalon ia  and  the pas.sing of 
th e .Statute t o  th is  effect, a lw avs, 
h ow ever, b earin g  in  m ind  con s­
titu tion a l precepts.

L ater lie becam e a  d ep u ty  in 
th e Catalan Parliinent, o f  w hich 
h e w as e lected  th e firs t  P iesident.

In  J933 h e becam e M in ister of 
M arine and after M acia ’s death 
was e lected  P resid ent o f  th e  G e- 
iicra litat (G overnm ent) o f  C atalo­
nia, T h is  w as in  January 1934. A s 
a resu lt o f  tlie  re v o lt  o f  O ctober 
6, 1934, h e w as a ga in  im pn.soncd 
u n til F eb ru a ry  1036, w hen he was 
reinstated as President o f  the G e. 
n cia lita t b y  th e P op u lar Front. 
I I »  has h eld  th is  p o s t  ever since 
and  is  resp ected  n o t  o n ly  b y  the 
w h o le  C ata lan  p eop le  b u t  b v  eve ­
ry o n e  in the Span ish  R epu b lic .

Bill’s Method of Learning the Language
Y o u  hear som e fe llow s  say  th at 

th e y  can ’t  s it d ow n  im d learn th e  
Spanish  language, i t 's  t o o  d ifficu lt, 
and  th e y  g a ve  up d o in g  th a t sort 
o f  th in g  w hen  th e y  le ft  school. 
W h a t I say  t o  th em  is, the>’ ’re 
learn ing .a n ew  profession , m ost 
o f  th em  fro m  th e start, so  w h a t’ s

th e (lifferen cer T h e  language i.sn't 
so i l i f f icu lt  t o  p ic k  u p . T lia t ’s w hat 
B ill and  I found.

I  dare .say B ill speaks a b it  b etter  
th an  I d o .  H e  n ev er  fe lt  shy  o f  
try in g . H e 'd  g o  b lun dering  on  w ith  
w hat w o rd s  h e knew , a n d  d id n ’t 
care  w h o  laughed .

W lien  h e saw  som etliiu g  w ritten  
up, h e ’ d  have a  guess a t  it . The 
first tim e w e cam e d ow n  in  the 
train , w e w ere p u llin g  in to  a sta ­
tion  w hen  w e saw a  b o a rd  u p  th a t 
sa id  " S ilb a r » .  I  asked  B ill w hat 
h e th ou g h t i t  nie.ant and  he said 
it  w ou ld  b e  th e nam e o f  th e towm.

N e x t s top , sam e th ing. B ill rec­
k o n e d  on e w ou ld  be  U p p er .Silbar’ 
and  th e  o th e r  L ow er Silbar, like 
a t h om e. W h en  w e g o t  t o  a th ird  
tow n  a n d  i t  w as s’t i ll ca lled  the 
sam e, I sa id  w e seem ed t o  b e  drag­
g in g  th is  tow n  S ilbar a lon g  w ith  
us. S o  B ill g o t  busy , and  in  the 
end  he fou n d  th e w o r d  m eant 
1 W h is tle  ».

.Same w ay, w hen  w e w ere tra ­
v e llin g  o n  th e roa d . B ill alw ays 
lo o k e d  rou n d  fo r  w hat h e co u ld  see. 
O n th e w a y  u p  t o  A ragon  w e stop - 
]ied  b es id e  w hat ajipeareil t o  b e  
a  jn ib  ca lled  « P osa d a  C arm en ».

« P u b 's  w h a t i t  is* . B ill said. 
« P osa d a ', th a t m eans <.lood pu ll 
u p  f o r » .

M 'ell, h e  h it  i t  liick v , as it  m eans 
« lod g in g  hou.se », w liich  is  rou gh ly  
th e  sam e. W h a t h e d id n ’t  k n ow  
w as tlia t » C arm en » d oesn ’ t m ean 
« ca m ie n  » i t ’s  ju s t  a  fa n cy  nam e.

H e 'd  g o t  an id ea  fo r  th is  « U lloa  
O p t ico  i> tliat y o u  see a lon g  th e 
roads. H e  sa id , tran slated  litera lly  
i t  m ean t » th e  H u llo  K y e », w liich  
w o u ld  b e  th e Spanish  w ay  o f  sa­
y in g  » th e  C on ic-H ith er 'L o o k  », 
A n d  w h a t w as th e g o o d  o f  that, 
I  sa id , seeing th a t m o s t  tim es  it  
w as pa in ted  o n  th e  w a ll o f  an 
e m p ty  barn? A n y w a y , i t  turned 
o u t  t o  b e  an opticia ii'.s  advertise­
m ent.

W h en  B ill and  I w ere in  training, 
y o u  co u ld  still b u y  cigarettes, if  
y o u  h it  a  lu c k y 'd a y . I f  there w e­
re n 't  any, th e y ’d  hang a  n otice  
o il th e  d o o r . « N o  h ay  t.abaco » was 
their w ay  o f  p u ttin g  it . 1 rem em ber 
th e first t im e  B ill saw  that.

« W h o  cares? » he sai<l. « N o  on e 
w ants t o  sm ok e hay ».

A ll  th a t w as o ld  days. I t  d id n 't  
tak e  us lo n g  t o  find  o iit  w hat » N o  
h ay  » m ean t. W e  learned th a t n ext

a fter « M u ch o  b u en o  » and  « M u­
c h o  m a lo  ».

N ow , b e in g  o ld  hands, w e say 
« M u y • in stea d  o f  « M u ch o  », ha ­
v in g  fo u n d  o u t  th a t ’s  righ t. B u t 
th e Spaniards say  « M u cho buen o » 
t o  us, I  reck on  because it  sounds 
funny and  m akes tJiem laugh,

K .  M .

Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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A PESAR DE TODO SU MATERIAL 
BÉLICO APLASTAREMOS AL FASCISMO

Tom Mann Greets 
British Fighters

« T h e  g lo r io u s  w ork  y o u  h ave  
d o n e  a n d  are d o in g  > is  m en tion ed  
w ith  p r id e  h y  T o m  M aim , v etera n  
B ritish  w o rk in g  class lea d er, in  
a  le tte r  w ritte n  t o  th e  Briti.sh v o ­
lu n teers  in  th e  In te rn a tio n a l B r i­
g a d e . T h e  e n tire  le tte r , (hated h'c- 
b ru a ry  19, follow .s :

M y  d ea r com ra d es  o f  th e  B r i­
ti.sh i^ c t io n  o f  th e In tern a tion a l 
B rig ad e ; M y  h eartiest greetin g s  t o  
\‘o u , a n d  a g a in  m y  v e r y  heartiest 
g reetin g s  a n d  co n g ra tu la tio n s  to  
v o n  fo r  th e  g lo r io u s  w ork  y o u  have 
d o n e  a n d  are d o in g ,

« I sh o u ld  lo v e  t o  g o  t o  see you , 
a n d  w hen  I learn  o f  th e  e x p e r ie n ­
ces  o f  o th e rs  w h o  h a v e  v is ite d  y o n  
a n d  fra te rn ise d  w ith  y o u , I  ce r ­
ta in ly  w ish  I  c o u ld  a lso  m eet y o u  
a n d  sh a k e  y o u  b y  th e  h an d  and 
em b ra ce  y o u  ; I  a in  in  g o o d  p h y s i­
ca l h ea lth  a n d  am  ab le  t o  g e t  a b ou t 
t o  m eetin gs , b u t  n iy  k n ees  are 
a ffe c te d  b y  arth ritis , w h ich  m akes 
m e s lo w  in  d o in g  .stairs, a n d  h av in g  
s y n o v it is  ahso 1 am  lia b le  t o  a 
su d d en  p u ll up, a n d  th a t  w ou ld  
m ak e m e a  n u isa n ce  i f  I a tte m p te d  
t o  v is it  y o u . S o  I m u st b e  con ten t 
t o  ta lk  a b o u t  y o u  here  a n d  d o  
w h a t 1 can  t o  h e lp  in  th e  v a riou s  
m e th o d s  o p e n  t o  .such as m e.

« I  am  sure y o u  w ill a cce p t  ou r 
lo v e  and  g o o d  w ishes a n d  b e  fu lly  
assu red  o f  o u r  v e r y  gen u in e  c o n ­
cern  in  all y o u r  d o in g s , and  h onest 
en d ea v ou rs  t o  m ak e th in g s  as co m ­
fo r ta b le  as p o s s ib le  fo r  y o u  and 
y o u rs . j

a C on ira(ie  H a rry  P o llitt , as y o u  
k n ow , is  sp re a d in g  in fo rm a tio n  
a b o u t  y o u  fa r  a n d  w id e , a n d  m an y 
o f  th e  other.s are a lso  d o in g  w ell 
ill th is  rega rd . P ro fessor  H a ld a n e  
a n d  C h a r lo tte  h is  w ife  a re  also 
co n s ta n t ly  a t  w ork  in  sp rea d in g  
in sid e  in fo r m a tio n  a n d  in s to k in g  
n p  t o  a c t iv it y  th o se  w h o  oth erw ise  
m ig h t b e  la g g a rd ly -

A g a in  le t  m e s a y  I  h a v e  th e  
p r iv ile d g e  o f  still d o in g  a  b it  a t 
m eetin gs  a n d  in  variou-s way.s, and  
c o u n t  i t  an  h on ou r . I n  A p r il I  shall 
Ijc e ig h ty -tw o , so I  h ave  h ad  a  v e r y  
fa ir  in n in gs, and  m ust n o t  b e  t o o  
d is a p p o in te d  i f  D a d d y  T im e  m a­
k es  a  ca ll.

• B est L o v e  t o  y o u  C om rades all,
• Y o u rs  in  th e  Cause,

Tom Mann.»

Hi d iscu rso  d e l Jefe  d e l (io b ie rn o  
h a  co n m o v id o  a l p u e b lo  español. 
O uizá fuera  in ju s to  h acer en  este 
ca.so una d istin c ión  entre el p u eb lo  
españ ol lib re  y  e l p r ision ero  de 
F ran co, y  p o r  e so  n o  la  hacem os. 
E l d o lo r  d e  la  guerra es u n o  en 
las d o s  zon as y  una d eb e  d e  ser 
la  em oción  d e  la  v erd a d . H a.sta es 
presum ible  que  e l ro ce  hum illante 
c o n  lo s  in vasores  y  los  insurrectos 
d isp on g a  m e jo r  que  la  con v iv en cia  
cu  el te rr ito r io  republicano, para 
exp rim ir y  saborear la  sav ia  de 
las p a la b r ’a-s d e ! señor N egrín. Ks 
fá c ií a jjreciar la  rea cc ión  que  el 
d iscu rso  h a  d eterm in a d o  en las 
d istin tas  parcelas de la  op in ión  
pú b lica . L o s  trab a jad ores , parte 
prin cip a lís im a  d e  la  resistencia 
republicana, se han sen tid o  clara­
m ente a liid id cs . D e cara  a l p ;o -  
b lem a  (le la  p ro d u cc ió n  d e  guerra, 
que  es la  m ita d  ju sta m en te  del 
p rob lem a  iiñ litar, e l IT esideiite de l 
C on se jo  ha d esta ca d o  e l derecho 
que  lo s  com ba tien tes  tien en  a  que 
se les cu bra  ráp id am en te  e! d(?ficit 
d e  annam eiito.s. E llo  equ iva le  a 
(-on frontar d o s  deberes, el de l que 
d a  su sangre y  el d e l que  rinde 
su  esfuerzo m anual, y  a l prom e­
terles e l je fe  de l G ob iern o  a  los 
so ld a d os  qne  ten drían  p r o n to  el 
m ateria ! que  ¡>recisaii, es que  con ­
fiaba  v irtu a lm en te  en lo s  tra b a ja ­
d ores. l is ta  con fian za  110 to lera  
ob jecciem es. E sim p rO ])io  d e l señor 
K egrín  fantasear, y  cu an d o trans­
fiere a  la  in d u stria  d e  guerra e l re­
m ed io  que  la  s itu a ción  dem anda, 
p o d e m o s  estar seguros d e  que  p or  
u n  p roced im ien to  y  o tr o  realizará 
sus previsiones. E l ( lo b ie m o  cree, 
v  co n  el G ob iern o  e l p u e b lo  espa­
ñ ol, que  d e  aqu í en  adelan te n o  
p u ede  prosp erar n ingu na  a ctitu d  
que  le d é  d e  la d o  a  la  guerra. N ada, 
u ljsü lu tam cnte nada, tien e  fuerza 
h o y  para  regatear la  ayu da  que 
ex ig e  la  p a tria  eii p e lig ro . S i la 
d em ocra c ia  c o n  su  rég im en  d e  l i ­
b erta d  in d iv id u a l fa llara , el in s ­
t in to  p op u lar acabaría  con fir ien d o  
p od eres  r íg id os . E n  e fe cto , una 
n ac ión  en  p ie  d e  guerra n o  d eb e  
di.stinguir en tro  la  re.sponsabilidad 
<lel s o ld a d o  y  la  resp on sab ilid ad  
d e l ciu dadan o, sea  cu a l fuere ,su 
fu n ción . E l sup uesto  de que  la 
prestación  d e  la  v id a  sea má.s o b l i ­
ga tor ia  que  la ¡jresta ció ii d e  unas 
horas d e  tr a b a jo , v a  parecien d o  
a  t o d o  el n u m d o  u na  rejn igiiante 
d eslca ltad , y  fa lta r ía  a  su  deber 
e l G o b ie rn o  que  la  toIera.se. A d e - 
laiitándo.se a  !a  d ec larac ión  del 
P resid ente d e l C on se jo , lo s  P a rtid os  
y  O rgan izacion es  ob reras  b a ii d e ­
m o s tra d o  q u e  en su  án im o está  
hacer su y a  a q u e lla  te s is  d e  severa  
(liscip lin á . B uenaventura  D urruti 
p ro n u n ció  cu  M ad rid  unas n ob les  
pa labras, a  las que lo s  a co n te c i­
m ien tos  dev u elven  a ctu a lid a d  ; «Y o  
ren u n cio  a t o d o , m en os a  la  v i c ­
to r ia .»  E l e.sforzado lu ch a d or  co m ­
p ren d ía  qne  ren u n cia n d o  a  la  v i c ­
to r ia  e l p ro le ta r ia d o  ren un ciaba  a 
to d o , a  la  v id a  y  a l h o n o r  re v o lu ­
c ion a rio . N o  era. pues, e x ce s iv o  el 
sa crific io  que  se re com en d a ba  a sf 
m ism o.

Ju zga m os  liaber de fin id o  la  reac- 
ci(>n m en ta l d e  la  clase  p ro d u c t oro, 
ante e l d iscu rso  d e l señor N cgrln . 
R esba larían  en  e l e q u ív o co  lo s  que

h icieren  otras  d ed ucciones. l í l  c i ­
c lo  d e  organ ización  ciu dadan a  para 
la  guerra prosigue. E ! deb er ca ­
p ita l aflora, ca d a  d ia  m ás robu sto , 
sob re  lo s  deberes secundarios, á’ en- 
ce  la  libertaei ra cion a l a  la  lib erta d  
arbitraria . L as m inorías  projien.sas 
a l descon suelo , p or  ten er la  fe  
en teca  y  el ego ísm o  o ro n d o , han 
sen tid o  co n  e l d iscu rso  su.scitados 
sus ren iordim ieiitos, y  h o y  re con c- 
cen  qne  la  v o z  d e l señor N egríii es 
la  au téntica  \oz d e  la  patria . N o 
han d ( ja d o ,  ta m p oco , los  in telec- 
tuale.s, d e  exp erim en tar la  fuerte 
corrien te  m ora l d e l ilustre hom!>re 
(le E stado, y  un dacm iient(», pre­
c io so  p o r  el t e x to  y p n r  las tirinas, 
avisa  que  lo s  d o c to s  y  lo s  artistas

ven  in clu id a  eii la  p o lít ica  d e l señor 
N egrin  la  cau sa  u n iversa l de la 
cu ltura .

I 'u cra  de E spañ a  sin  d u d e  a l­
canzará  e l d iscu rso  h on das re so ­
nancias, P alabra  j)o r  palalira, en 
la  d ic c ió n  y  en  e l espíritu , lo  que  lia 
d ich o  e l señor N tgrin  e.s en  c ie rto  
m o d o  una rép lica  a  lo  que  ha  d ich o  
H itler. E u rop a  ha te n id o  quien , 
enuncie la d octr in a  d e  la  agresión, 
p ero  ta m b ién  qu ien  d ig a  cu á l de!>e 
ser la  con d u cta  d e  lo s  p u eb les  (jue 
n o  se resignan a  ser colon iziidc.s 
p o r  e l fascism o. L a  K tp iib lica  es­
p a ñ o la  ech a  m an o d e  la  m ora l que  
gu arda  eii sus arcas e l v ie jo  y  duro 
p u eb lo , y  c o n  ella  se p ro m e te  tr im i- 
la r . L a  con signa  a  las naciones v a ­
cilan tes  es b ie n  c la r a : co n tra  lo s  
gran des aven tu reros in ten ia c ion a - 
les s ó lo  ex iste  una fórm u la  : querer 
luchar. F inalm ente, fo rm a n d o  ca ­
dencia , m ás b iu i  tenue, con  las 
prescrific iones d e  n uestro  Prim er 
M in istro, la Cám ara d e  lo s  D ipu ta ­
d o s  francesa  h a  co n tr ib u id o  a re­
sucitar la  creen cia  d e  que  la  d e ­
m ocra cia  y  la  cu ltu ra  110 están  
desam paradas. L o s  señores Chau- 
tem p s  y  D elbos. o ficia lm en te, han 
rep e tid o  que  F ran cia  n o  cs  in d i­
ferente a  la  iiid c¡x -iid encia  de 
lísp iu ia . E ste  se iitiin ien lo  d e  am is­
t a d  encuentra  base séfiida eii el 
h ech o  d e  que  la  K ep ú ld ica  c.spa- 
ñola , p o r  b o c a  d e  su  G ob iern o , r e ­
n u eva  su v o ca c ió n  de p u eb lo  lib re  
y  su  em p eñ o de m antenerla  deses- 
peradam ente, hasta  el ú lt im o  lion i- 
!)rc y  el ú ltim o cartuch o.
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t o  t h e  memory o f  o u r  f e U o w  A m e r l c e n e  « h o  g a v e  u p  t h e i r  

l i v e s  In  S p a i n •
T h ese  men w o r e  b r a v e ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  d i s l i k e d  b e i n g  t o . d  s o .  
T h e i r  om barrasarT ont  b e f o r e  e x t r a v a g a n t  D r a t s e - - a n  o n ib a r r a s -  
sm ent  w h i c h  we a l l  s h a r e d — a r o a e  f r o m  t h e i r  r e a l i z a t i o n  
t h a t  c o u r a g e  I s  n o t  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  I s  known o n l y  In  Spsun  
o r  w h ic h  r i s e s  ml m c u l i z u s l y  o n l y  i n  t h e  pro.Aonco o f  d e a t h .  
I t  m ust  n o t  b e .  I t  c a n  n o t  bo d i v o r c e d  f r a c  t h e  c o m p l e x  t e ^  
t u p e  o f  c h a r a c t e r ,  g r o w i n g  t h r o u g h  n a t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  and 
b u n t  s o l i d l y  on e x p e r i e n c e .  H o s t  o f  t h o s e  men l o o m e d  I c e -  
Bone o f  d e v o t i o n  and s e l f - s a c r l f  1 c e  I n  t h e  l a b o r  nov<rasnt 
i n  A m e r i c a .  T h e i r  g o i n g  t o  S p a i n ,  was m e r e l y  a l o g i c a l  e x ­
t e n s i o n  o f  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  h e r e .  r h e y  t h e m e e l v e s  saw n o t l i l o g  
su d d e n  o r  s t a r t l i n g  o r  s u p r l a l n g  I n  a l l  t h i s ,

o a r e  p r o u d  t o  d o  h o n o r  t o  t h e s e  o u r  f r i e n d s  and  c e w f s a -  
l o n o ,  w i t h  whom we m arch ed  and o e a l d e  whom we- f o u g h t .  .w-

GR EET IN O ST O  OUR N A M E SA K E ! We reproduce the luastliead and leading 
editorial Irom the organ of the Veterans ol the I. B. Everyone will agree 
whén we wish this new paper a longer life than our own Volunteer hopes for

Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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C A N A D I A N S SPAIN
•situ-L th e first voh u itcers  iruiii 

the N oltli A m erican  contiuelit 
a iiiv c d  here m ore than fimrteeii 
m on th s ai;o , Canada has sent m ore 
thaii 1,000 y o n n j; m en to  .S)>aiii. 
Cañad"’ , a co u n try  w .tli a  p o p u la ­
tion  of ly o o o .o o o , ran certa in ly  he 
proud  o f  th is  liv in g , fig h tin g  fact 

its con tribu tion  to  th e stru gg le  
o f  World dem ocracy  against fas­

c ism , its con tribu tion  to  the fight 
<if th e peo]>le o f  S j'a iii.

T h e  pec’fde o f  C anada, w lio  
slum bered  p eacefu lly  fur a  lung 
t im e  tnuler th e illu sion  that fas­
c ism  w ou ld  never becom e a  majc.ir 
threat t o  th e righ ts o f  (lennxnatic 
eo iin tries , w ere a ln 'iip tly  aw ake­
ned  to  rea lity  b y  th e new s flashes 
o f  J u ly  19, 1936. T h ose  events are 
m a n y  tim es over tw iee-to ld  tales 
- -t(s> w ell k n ow n  to  b e  repeated 
n ow . .Suffice it  t o  sa y  th at the 
p e o p le  o f  Canada m a d e  their feel­
ings k n o u n  in  n o  u n c e r t a in  
term s. T h rou g h ou t the D om in ion , 
C om m ittees to  A id  .Spanish D e- 
in ooracy  were form ed- In  Sej.tein- 
b er ,.i9 3 6 , th e o ffic ia l vo ice  of C a­
nadian labor w ent o ii r e c w l  as 
fu l ly  su p p ortin g  th e S p an ish  ( 5o- 
vcriim eiit, w h ile  the great m asses 
I'f uneinph>yed in  the large Cana­
dian  cities  dem aiided that the 
K in g  govern m en t send them  to 
.Spain.

DIFFICULTIES OVERCOME

S uch  a dem and was n ot a p p ro ­
ved  b y  th e  K in g  govern m en t, 
w h ich  im m ediately  t<iok steps t<i 
h ind er tlic d evelopm ent o f  C ana­
dian  sup port to  S p a in . Passport^ 
w ere m ade ex trem e ly  d ifficu lt to  
ob ta in . V law  w as passed p en a li­
z in g  Canadian citizens w ho fou gh t 
in fo 'c ig ii  w ars. Iiitiiiiidation  of

in iliv id ua ls was can icel to  the 
lim it b y  the hVderal po lice .

N one o f  these th in g s , how ever, 
cou ld  break  the delen n ination  of 
thousands o f  anti-fascists w li,: iu - 
tc iided  t o  eonie to  th e aid o f  their 
Span ish  brothers, w hatever the 
Costs. S tim ulated  b y  the new s of 
the first International colum ns 
fig h tin g  in  th e  defense o f  M adrid, 
tlie first Canadian volunteers left 
fo r  .Spain in  D ecem ber, 19,36, at 
about th e s.ame tim e that the first 
volunteers from  the U n ited  .States 
w ere lea v in g . .\t first th ey  came 
in sm all, in con sp icu ou s grou p s, 
a rriv in g  at the tra inh ig  ba.se in 
the earlj- days o f  January, i 9,i7 . 
T h e  first grou j) cam e from  the 
c ity  o f  Toroiiti>. A m o n g  them  w .-  
re  T h om as B ecket, w h o  w as cap 
tured a t Jarama w hen  the tn i ik  
in w hieh he w as r id in g  drove into 
fascist lin es , and  F rederick  I.ac- 
k e v , w h o  w as k illed  d u rin g  tlie 
attack  o f  F ebruary  27. I/aw rcnce 
(I.arrvl R y a n , w h o  was w ou n ded  
o n  the .same day , is  n ow  in  a Ca 
t;adian .sanitarium  recov er in g  fiian 
tu bercu losis  con tracted w h ile  figh ­
t in g  h ere in  .Spain.

SECOND GROUP ARRIVES

O n F ebru ary  q, n ine nn>re Ca- 
nadian.s a rrived  .O f these, T>«. 
C am p bell, F rench  Canadian fi< iii 
M ontrea l, w as k ille d  on  F ebruary  
27 ; and  Sargeant Jack  .Steele wn< 
sent to  th e Officer.s .School from  
the .Tarama fron t because o f  h 's  
g iw l  w ork  in th e  lines. He- c<nn- 
n ianded a  m ach in e-gu n  section  in 
the I .in co ln  H attalion ¡lurin g  the 
Brúñete o ffen s ive  o f  la-^t Jn1y . 
T o d a y  h e  is back  in C anada, hea- 
iliiig  th e rehabilitation  w m k  for 
i( tu r n i! ig  .S|)aiiish w ar veteran,'. 
.\ithm - M orris, a m em ber o f  tlie 
Jam es C o n n o llv  .seetiim o f  the T.in- 
co ln  Battalion, was k ille d  on  the 
27th w h ile  a ttem p tin g  to  b r in g  in 
a  w ou n ded  com iadi-'. H e was k i ­
lled , bu t h is  m em ory  lives  ¡>11, as 
d o  the m em ories ¡>f oth er fine com ­
rades such  us A drian  V a n  del 
B ru gge, K1ias Avie.scr, Oei>rge 
I.c 'skuw skv, M. Ciarcia. Fred

L a ck ey , L ieg e  C laire and  Francis 
-Morin. The.sc w ere ou r dead.

.Vm ong those w h o  cam e through  
tile battles a t Jaram a as w e ll as 
Brúñete w ere Izz ic  K iip ch ik , M i­
k e  K u sh m i, L iicien  L u ttiliip e , M i­
k e  Z agar, H a rv ey  H all, Bedard, 
I 'orier. R og er  B iladeaii, W alter 
M arin iiik , T h om as R u ssell, Pat 
.Stevens, M artin  T rier, Janies D a­
m es and W a lly  D ent. T h e  last tw o 
nam ed were w ou n ded  at Jarama, 
(1o<h1 fighters, every  s in g le  one, 
P'ranch Canadian.s, E n g lish  C ana­
dians, S la v ic  C anad ians. In dus­
tria l w ork ers  and n n e m p lo y .d  
v<j|itlis, m en o f  a ll professions, 
w h o  jo in ed  th e  L in co ln  Battalion 
and  fo u g h t  side b y  side w ith  their 
\raerican broth ers, s id e  b y  side 

w ith  th e w h o le  Si>auis1i peop le , 
aga in st th e n icreenaries and  dupe’ s 
<jf Frauci- and in ternational fas- 
ei.sm,

* # •

T h e  tra in in g  b ? s c  fo r  the LTi- 
g lis li-sp ea k in g  volunteers w as 
transferred to  another tow n , from  
w hich  th e first g ro u p  o f  trained 
c 'i.aadians left for the front, T h ev

B R IG A D E  ENTERTAINS a visitor: the men listening to Earl Browder 
during his recent visit to Spain.

w ere th e m a jor  ]iart o f  a  seetioii 
o f  fo rty  m en selected from  the 
trocru it batta lion» t o  act as re- 
p la c  111 n ts  fo r  tk'.- L iiico ’ns. 
Plaeecl iiiuler th e com m and o f  Joe 
A n n ita g e , th ey  left b y  truck s for 
th e .farama fron t on A p r il 17. .\f- 
ter a  lo n g  tiresom e jou rn ey , they 
arrived  at 15th B rigade H ead- 
¡liiarters, w here th ey  w ere m et b y  
L t. Ci>l. C laus, w h o  m ade a  short 
speech . F rom  there the.v m arched 
to  th e  Battalion  k itch en , where 
th ey  lia 'l a  go<xl feed . Captain  
M arty Ilon rilia n , Conim aiuler of 
th e  L in co ln  B a tta l'on , g a v e  th e m  a 
sh ort ta lk  on  w hat wa.s ex p ected  o f  
them , then  p la ced  th em  in charge 
o f  L ieu tenant Paul Biirtrs, w ho 
m arched th em  up to  the Jarama 
front. T h e  variou s com p a n y  com ­
m anders and  .section leaders m et 
them , a n d  th e y  w ere distributed 
w liere  th e y  w ere m ost needed,

O n M av iq , one o f  th e  Cana­
d ians a m o n g  these fo rty , Bob 
K err. C om m issar o f  on e o f  th e .sei-- 
tio iis . was taken o u t o f  the lines 
and assigned  to  the Base as re- 
presentativ .' o f  all th e Canadians 
ill S pain . H is  m ain pu rjiose  was 
to  g iv e  all necessarj" assistance in

M A JO R  ED CECIL SMITH, Com­
mander of the Mac-Paps, in a photo 
taken shortly before he won his 

new rank.

the form ation  o f  th e M arkeiizie- 
Papineaii B attalion,

* *  *

T h e L in co ln  s t ill  needed  lep la - 
cem ents to  reach fu ll  battalion  
strength . F rom  th e ranks o f  the 
W a sh in gton  B atta lion , a  new  
.Tm erican u n it in  tra in in g , forty  
Canadian.' w ere .selected t o  jo in  
the L in co ln . T h is  .second .section 
o f  fo r tv , c i ’in inanded b t ' Paddy 
f i ’N eil, muvetl up on  the even in g  
o f  June 13, tog eth er w ith  the 
W a sh in gton  B atta lion . T h e y  arri­
v e d  a t  a  tow n 15 k ilom eters  from  
th e Jarama fron t, and  there th ey  
w ere quartered. T h e  fo llo w in g  af­
ternoon  th e  C anadian section  was 
assign ed  t o  the ran ks o f  th e  I,in - 
coln .

T h ere w ere m an y n otab le  you n g  
lads a m on g  thc.se fo r ty  w h o  were 
k illed  on Ju ly  6 , the first d a y  i>f 
B rúñete, their first battle  : J im ­
m ie  K ane o f  T oron to , an active 
m em ber iT the I .on g sh orem en 's  
U n io n : P a d d y  O ’N e ill, .section 
leader o f  the C anadians, lum ber 
w ork er and  W o r ld  W a r V eteran, 
w h o  w as k illed  because h e refu ­
sed to  leave h is  m en b u t con ti­
nued  to  advan ce even  after he 
had been  w o u n d e d ; John Oscar 
B loom  o f  E d m on ton , 22 years 
i>ld ; B ryce  C olm an  and Joe -Ar- 
in itage, m en w h o  w ere  loved  not 
o n ly  b y  their com rades-in-arm s 
but a lso  b y  the civ ilia n  p o p u la ­
tion  o f  th e  tow n  w here th e batta ­
lion  h ad  sp en t m an y w eeks,

CANADIANS AT BRUÑETE

D u r in g  those tw en ty  b itter 
days o f  f ig h t in g  on the Brúñete 
fron t, the p eop le  o f  Canada lost 
a  num ber o f  iirave fighter.s. John 
D eck , CaiKuliaii seam an, c lre f  
scout o f  th e L in co ln  B attalion, 
and N ick  Ila rb ocia n , y o u n g  m em ­
ber o f  the C iw perative  C om m on ­
w ealth  Y ou th  m ovem en t, w h o  had
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i^raduated from  th e officers school 
and jo in e d  th e  I.iiicu ln  on Ju ly  7 

b o th  w ere k illed  iu  th e  attack 
of the 9th . G abor G enei, Canadian 
H u n garian , w as k ille d  b y  m ach i­
ne g u n  fire on J u ly  17, w h ile  d ig ­
g in g  an advan ce p ost fo r  a  lig h t 
m ach ine gu n .

I t  doe's n ot su ffice  t o  enum erate 
tliose w h o  are g on e , w ith ou t m en ­
t io n in g  the fine w ork  o f  those w ho 
are still w ith  us ; C h ristie , and 
T op  B n iw n, Canad-an section  com ­
m issar, w h o  saw  to  it  th at the 
b ov s  g o t  their share o f  th e fian! 
and  r a t io n s ; Hill W ilso n , w ho 
w i.n ld  g o  th rou gh  she 'ilfi'e . b lis ­
ter in g  heat, w ith  v ery  little  \‘.’ater 
to drin k  and  an occasion al avia ­
tion  b<itnbardment every  m ealti- 
i’ le, ju st to  b r in g  the b o y s  their 
m ail from  th e fo lk s  back  h o m e ; 
Pete N eilson , a  grou n  leader in 
th e C anadian section  w h o  is  now  
a  lieu ten ant in  th e I . in c o ln -  
V ra sh in g tu u ; G eorg e  C n un ing- 
iiain, on e o f  the firs t  fo r ty  to  jo in  
th e l.in co lii , w h o  becam e a coin- 
p a n v  com m issar in th e Tiritish 
B a tta lion ; T o m m y  L y on s , on e of 
the first C anadians to  eoine to 
S¡>aiii, w h o  w as tlirovgh  the Ja- 
ram a battles as w e ll as Hniiietc 
and A ra gon , w h o  w as m ade a 
lieu tenant 111 the B ritish  Batta­
lio n . Space does n o t p e rm it the 
nsenthin o f  m an y  others, equally  
d eserv in g  o f  m en tion .

MAC-PAPS IN ACTION
There w ere Caiiatlians in  the 

W ash ington  B attalion  from  the 
b e g in n in g  o f  the Brune-te offensive 
w h o  proved  to  be  w o rth y  repre­
sentatives of their cou ntry . E d 
C ecil Sm ith  w as a  com p a n y  com ­
m ander in  the W a sh in g ton  and 
was w em nded lea d in g  h is  m en 
in to  action  on  J u ly  6. l.ate'r, after 
tlic attack a t F u entes de E b ro  on 
O ctober i,u  lie  becam e C om m an­
der o f  the M acK enzie-P apiiieau  
B atta lion . .Still later, h e w on  the 
rank  o f  M a jor  on  th e fie ld  o f  ba tt­
le  a t T en ie l, A lic k  M iller, w ar v e ­
teran , w as a lieu tenant in  the 
W a sh in g ton . l i e  w as w ou n ded  at 
Q uinto, Y o u n g  C lu u lie  Bartollata, 
iq -yea r-o ld  red-headed lad from  
T 'oronto, w ho was w ou n d ed  in 
tlic  le g  fo llo w in g  H a rry  H ynes 
n]) M<vsquito R id g e .

• »  *

T h is  accou nt is bu t a  h eg in u in g . 
It in clud es little  o f  th e record  of 
the ■MacKeuzie-Pa])ineau Battalion 
u p  to  th e present, n or docs  it  e x ­
h aust th e  re cord  o f  th e  Canadians 
w ho served  in  o th er  units, b o th  b e ­
fore  and  s in ce  th e M a c-P a p s  cam e 
in to  be in g . B u t it  d o e s  g iv e  an  in d i­
ca tio n  o f  th e C anad ians ’ ro le  in  
.Spain and it  p o in ts  th e  w ay  t o  tin- 
raw  m a t ria l o u t o f  n h ich  a real 
liistorv  o f  C anad ians iii'IS jiain  will 
s o m e d a v , I a m  sure, b e  w ritten .

B, B.

American Seamen Raise Funds for Battalion

MARffIMfe UNION Q P AM ERIOA' ;   ̂
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I CONTRIBUTE TO HI
v 3 ^ -OUR BOYS IN THE

H F L P F R O M H O M E .i n t h e  form of the above dollar certificate, comesnalurally enough from the National Maritime 
Union many of whose best members have enrolled in the fight against fascism here. The money collected will 

reach the Lincoln-Washington in fhe form of clothes, provisions and (it’s hoped) cigarets and tobacco

MATTHEWS WRITES ON MAC-PAPS
T h e  fo llo w in g  s to r y  is  a  section  

o f  a  w ireless d isp a tch  t o  T h e  N ew  
Y o r k  T im es  b y  H erb ert L . M at­
thew s. A lth o u g h  i t  is  m ore  th an  a 
m o n th  o ld  (d a te d  January 2ij), 
we are  rep rin tin g  i t  Ix ca u se  o f  its  
o b v io u s  in terest t o  o u r  com rades 
in  th e 13th  B rigade ;

* T h e  s to r y  o f  s to r ie s  here n ow  
is  h o w  th e  « M ac-P ap  » B a tta lion  
th rew  b a ck  a  ca va lry  charge on  
Jan. 17, a lth ou g h  it w a s  a lm ost 
surrounded . {T h e ca v a lry  h ad  been  
p rev iou s ly  describe d  as M o o rs .) T h e 
<iefend«rs h ad  a  p o s it ic i io n  a  h ill 
th a t d ip p ed  d o w n  t o  th e right

MEMORIAL TO BRITISH DEAD

n u n i  

/ / /

'  \ i ' m

A r ' ' ; T n  .'lariA'.-Trv, ' '
-■'V.G-'-. •• W 'T T T G r. T f i r

y v  •_

, , . '■ y ' - ' ’ -' f .

‘ ' C l .
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THIS M E M O R IA L  to the twenty-one comrades of the 57th (British) Bat­
talion Ilf fhe Fifteenth Brigade was planted on a high hill overlooking 
Teruel. Delegations representing fhe four companies of the Battalion at­
tended the silent ceremonyin the dead of night—silent because any sound 

would have drawn the immediate fire of the enemy

and rose t o  another h ill, w liich  the 
Briti.^h B a tta lion  o ccu p ied . C ap­
ta in  Cecil .'^inith th e  C anadian 
coim nan der o f  th e « M ac-P ap  » and 
h is  s ta ff  w ere in  th e  b a ck  p a r t  o f  
th eir  h ill, p r o te c te d  b y  th e  T liird  
C om pany u nder R ica rd o  D iaz.

1 T h e  '  p o s it io n  w as im p ortan t 
and  th e R e b e l com m a n d  h ad  w o r ­
ked  o u t  a darin g  p la n  t o  cap tu re  it 
b y  m ean s o f  a  ca v a lry  ciiarge. T h is  
i.s o rd in a rily  a  rare ta c t ic , b u t  in  
an o p e n  b a tt le  lik e  th is  m ou n ted  
tr o o p s  h ave  th e ir  va lue.

« T h e  In su rgen ts  sw ept, u nder 
th e ir  a rtille ry  barrage, betw een  
th e  t w o  h ills, m o v in g  so  q u ick ly  
th a t th ere w as n o  s to p p in g  thepi. 
T h en  tliev  w h ee led  to w a rd  th e 
r ig h t and  ch arged  stra igh t a t Cap­
ta in  .Smith and  h is  .staff. T h a t 
w as th e  cr itica l m om en t, fo r  if 
th e  s ta ff  p a rtly  b rok e  o r  was o v e r­
run th e en tire  b a tt .ü io n  m ight 
w e ll have b een  captured .

« T h ere  w ere th ree m ach in e  guns 
p ro tect in g  th e  sta ff. C aptaiii.Sm ith 
h ad  th em  b rou g h t u p  q u ick ly , and 
th e y  le t  g o  a t  a m u rd erously  short 
d istance. D ia z ’ s com p a n y  h e ld  firm  
and p ou red  rifle  fire in to  th e ene­
m y . T h e  R eb e l co h m m  w avered, 
th en  b ro k e  and  fe ll  back .

In  return ing i t  h a d  t o  pass 
betw een  th e in S ladln g fire o f  th e 
« M ac-P ap  » and  th e  B ritish , w ho 
h ad  c o o lly  h eld  th eir  position  
th rou ghou t. I  w as to ld  th a t a  g o o d  
d ea l less th an  h a lf o f  th at c a v ^ r y  
fo r ce  g o t  b a ck  in to  its  line. A gainst 
sold iers w ith  m o d e rn  arm s w ho 
refuse t o  ru n  ca v a lry  ca n n ot be  
e ffective .

« G eneral W alter, th e  d iv is ion  
ch ief, and  C olon el M od esto , the 
com m and er, w ere so  satisfied  w ith  
th e  .showing o f  th e  « M ac-P ap  » 
th a t th e  n e x t  d a y  C apta in  .‘^mith 
w as m a d e  a  M a jor  and  D ia z  w as 
m ade a Captain, w hile  th e b a tta ­
lio n  h eard  h igh  w ord s  o f  praise. 
S o  I n o t  o n ly  fou n d  th e  brigad e  
in ta ct th is  m orn in g, b u t rather 
p leased  w ith  itse lf  in  a  m odest 
w a v .»
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THE IMPORTANCE OF JOHN DOE
John Doe is an ancient fiction. When the man in (he street 

needs a name, this is what he is issued witii. N o man o f  fle.sh 
and bIcod bears it, or if he doc.s, it was his parents' error. Por 
public purposes there is no such individual. He was invented to 
make life easier for Kngiish-speakinf>- i-eople. A  volunteer o f the 
hifteenth Brigade found him on the postal regulations, and for 
the next few minutes his life became harder.

The volunteer discovered that he was instructed, when 
addressing his home letters, to follow the example given, which 
had John Doc fitted out with a handsome sounding apartment. 
He took this literally and was upset.

He wanted to know who this guy Doc was. and wliv letters 
had to be adressed to him. Tt particularv worried him to think 
that his private letters were to be opened and read bv someone 
Iiack in his country o f  whom he had never even heard. Such is 
fame, even for an ancient fiction.

The answer, so far as the volunteer is concerned, is that 
this time there is nothing in a name, Tt M-ould be more than 
unfortunate if  such an accident were to discourage him from 
keeping in touch with the people at home. For an International 
volunteer, it amounts to a duty. It is a temptation to scout this 
obligation, on the pounds that soldier’s duty is heavy enough 
without it. T o  put it bluntly, most men who do not write home 
avoid it because they di.slikc it. There is always time to write 
during periods o f  rest or reserve.

The feelings o f  friends and relatives are worth a moment’s 
thought for their own sake, but that is a man’s own affair. 
There is a far more important reason why letters should be 
written- People at home read the bare oudine of our news in 
their journals. They cannot catch from the newspapers the real 
feeling of the men themselves, or the spirit by  wihch our army 
grows; and this is ultimately’  our strongest weapon. Onlv perso­
nal messages can fully convey this feeling.

One letter from a soldier is worth a headline in hold type, 
half an inch deep. It has a truer ring. When such letters get 
home, they are passed on, quoted, read out at meetings, and 
everybody listens to them. Our friends at home depend on us. 
Tt they know we have a good spirit, they will catch it. Tn turn, 
the .spirit they show will affect the policy o f  their governments 
and therefore, in the end our letters are ammunition for our 
own guns.

Just now. we want all the amunition o f  this kind that we 
c.an get. Recent events have given everybody a sharp awaken­
ing. This is the moment to put over a big' barrage and keep 
them awake. Tt is to he hoped that volunteers will rememher this, 
and when they are not in action will use their time to advantage 
by telling the world that they are ver\’ much alive.

T o volunteer for service in Spain is in itself effective pro­
paganda, especially among acquaintances whose convictions are 
not very strong. Personal contact with the war sets them think­
ing, and often talking. Tf a volunteer can bring himself to write 
lo these more distant sympathisers as well as to the circle o f his 
closer friends, he Mill he following up the work already well 
begun and spreading propaganda where it is needed. He can 
firobahly remember certain friends who have no convictions at 
all. Far from neglecting them, he .should do his best to fill the 
vacuum. TvCtters from men in the fighting line, whatever the 
war, are read M-hh more intcre.st and attention than is given 
to casiml corre.spondcnce.

R ep ort .s  c o n t in u e  t o  s e e p  o u t  o f  
( libT u ltaJ  a b o u t  .s liip load s o f  I ta l ia n  
in fa n tr y in c ii  d o c k in g  acros.s t h e  b a v . 
iJ i t t o  w it h  t h e  G e r m a n  « t e c h n i ­
c ia n s  » o n  th e  n o r t h e r n  se a b o a r d  
o f  S p a in . W h e n e v e r  H it le r  o r  M u s ­
s o l in i  s h o o ts  h is  m o u t h  o f f  a b o u t  
w it h d r a w a l o f  t r o o p s  a n d  « r e g u ­
la t io n  » o f  fo r e ig n  c o m b a ta n ts , it  
m e a n s  t h e r e  a re  a  c o u p le  o f  t l io u -  
sa iu l n e w  g u n s  s h o o t in g  <lum - 
<hm is in  .Spain . O r  a n e w  .sq u ad ron  
o f  p la n e s  b o m b in g  th e  k id s  p la ­
y in g  s o ld ie rs  in  t h e  s tre e ts  o f  H ar- 
e c lo n a , V a le n c ia , T a r ra g o n a , la l-  
r id a .. .  C o n t in u in g  w ith  G ib r a lt a r :  
la s t  w e e k  w e  s p o k e  o f  t l ie  a r t i lle r y ­
m e n  d e ,sertin g  t o  th e  R o c k  fr o m  
fa sc i.s t-h e ld  .s o u th irn  S p a in . I t ’s 
(lri\ -ing d c  h la i i o ’s  ye .s-n icii n u ts . 
B e c a u se  o f  i t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  f o r ­
c e d  t o  s t a t io n  a  la rg e  d e ta ch m e n t  
o f  i :a v a lr v  in  th e  area  b e tw e e n  
S p a in  a n il G ib r a lta r . A m i .shore 
w a t c h m e n  a re  e q n ip j ic d  w i t h  n ia - 
e-hinc g u n s . I n  a d d it io n  a ll  th e  
t e r r i t o r y  b e t w e e n  T a r ifa , A lg e c ir -  
a s  a n d  l - a  L ín e a  n o w  is  u n w illin g  
h o s t  t o  b a t t a l io n s  o f  b o r d e r  g u a rd s  

. (r e m o v e d  f r o m  f r o n t  d u t y  t o  .stop 
t h e  le a k a g e ), u n d e r  o r d e r s  t o  o|>en 
u p  o n  a n y  b o a t s  o r  m e n  s ig h te d  
a t te m p t in g  t o  e s ca p e . M ea n w h ile , 
V e s -M a u -in -C h ie f  d e  L la n o  is  b e l­
c h in g  m o r e  q u ie t ly  th e s e  d a y s , an d  
n o t  in  p u b l ic  a n y m o r e . It" seem s 
d c  L la n o ’ s  b o ss , h 'ra u co , g o t  o r d e r s  
f r o m  h is  bo.sses in  R o n ie  a n d  B e r ­
l in  t o  m a k e  th e  S e v il le  d o n k e v  
s t o p  b r a y in g .. .

L a s t  w e e k  w c  r e fe r r e d  t o  a  B er ­
l in  d is p a t c h  a b o u t  t h e  sa d  s ta te  
o f  t h e  N a z i  c in e m a . H e r e 's  a n  a d ­
d i t io n a l  q u o t e  : « T h e  G e rm a n  d e ­
s ire  t o  c o o jie r a t e  w ith  I t a ly  a n d  
J a p a n  lia s  b e e n  c h e c k e d  b y  th e  
t e c h n ic a l  in fe r io r i t y  o f  I ta l ia n  a n d  
J a p a n e se  fi lm s  arid  th e  re su lta n t  
im p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  f o r c in g  t h e  G e r ­
m a n  p u b l ic  t o  a t te n d  th e a tre s  
w h e r e  t h e y  a re  s h o w in g . » M o v ie  
c e l lu lo id  s e e m s  t o  b e  th e  o n ly  
l i ig h ly -in f la m n ia b le  m a te r ia l th a t  
w o n 't  d o  i t s  s t u f f  f o r  t h e  fa .scists,.. 
T h e r e ’s  a  g u v  in  t h e  m a c h in e  g u n  
c o m p a n y  o f  t h e  L in c o ln -W a s lim g - 
t o i is  w h o  say.s th e  h e ll  w i t h  all 
t h is  s t u f f  a b o u t  t h e  fa s c is t  z o n e . 
H e ’s  g o t  hi.s fis ts  r e a d y  f o r  a g u y  
b a c k  in  t h e  S t a t e s . « I  o n c e  t lin u g h t  
h e  w a s  a  p a l », s a y s t l i i s  a n o n y m o u s  
A m e iii 'a n , « b u t  h e ’s  t u r n e d  c u t  
t o  b e  a  d i r t y  fa s c is t  p r o v o c a te u r . 
H e  k e e p s  s e n d in g  m e  d ip p in g s  o f  
r e s ta u r a n t  a d s  t h a t  r e a d  lik e  th is  : 
« W h e t h e r  y o u  s a y  I ’o 'k ,  P o r k  o r  
P o rr k k , y o u ’ ll  e n j o y  th is  g o o d  h e- 
in a n  d is h  t h a t  .starts l ip s  a-,sm ac- 
k in g ’ ( i r i l le i l  fr e s h  p o r k  c h o p , 
g r il le d  t o  a c r is p y  b r o w n  o u t s id e  —

ju i c y  a n d  te n d e r  w it h in  —  m a d e  
w ith  S a u ce  I> iab le  a n d  fla n k e d  
w it h  a  g e n e r o u s  s e r v in g  o f . . .  W e 'd  
b e t t e r  s t o p  r ig h t  n o w , b e fo r e  s o ­
m e b o d y  e lse  g e ts  s o r e . . .  B u t  th a t  
‘  c r is p y  b r o w n  o u t s id e  « is  r e m in is ­
c e n t  o fa n  o ld  c r a c k  a b o u t  th e  N a z is , 
I f  y o u  d o n 't  k n o w  it ,  a.‘-k  y o n r  
C a b o ...

-A g l im p s e  o f  w h a t  l i fe  in  fa s ­
c is t - l ie d  S p a in  is  l ik e  is  c o n t a in e d  
in  th e  fo lo w in g  e x t r a c t s  fr o m  an 
a c c o u n t  o f  o n e  w h o  h a s  l iv e d  in  
G a lic ia , in  t h e  P r o v in c e  o f  P o n te ­
v e d r a , o n  th e  e a s te rn  c o a s t  o f  
S p a in , ju s t  n o r t h  o f  P o r t u g a l : 
«T h e  w a r  a t m o s p lie r e  is  n o t ic e a ­
b le  b y  th e  m a r t ia l  n o is e  m a d e  b y  
th e  p h a la n g is t s  a n d  « c iv i l  g u a rd  
g e n t le in e i i ». T h e  s o ld ie r s  a re  c a r e ­
fu l ly  k e p t  sep a ra tee l f r o m  t h e  c i ­
v i l ia n  p o p u la t io n . B es id es , i t  is  
d i f f ic u lt  t o  m a k e  o u t  w h ich  a re  th e  
S p a n ish  s o ld ie r s  a n d  w h ic h  a r e  t h e '  
fo r e ig n e r s . A t  t h e  b e g in n in g  th e  
p h a la n g is ts  d e l ib e r a te ly  w o r e  the* 
u n i fo r m  o f  t h e  re g u la r  S p a n ish  
s o ld ie r , w h erea s  t h e  s o ld ie r s  w en t 
a r o u n d  in  m u ft i  r r  W'cre g iv e n  P o r ­
tu g u e se  u n ifo r m s . O n e w a s  n o t  
p e r m it t e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e v  w ere  
P ortn gu e .se  u n ifo r m s , n o r  w e re  th e  
p e o p le  a l lo w e d  t o  g o  n e a r  t h e  s o l ­
d ie r s  t o  d e te r m in e  w h e th e r  th e y  
w ere  S p a n is h  o r  P o r tu g u e s e .

« T h e  G e r m a n  .so ld iers  gen cT a lly  
w o r e  c iv i l ia n  c lo th e s , b u t  S p a n ish  
a r t ille r y m e n  w o r e  u n ifo r m s  m a d e  
o f  th e  b r o w n  G e r m a n  c lo t h .  T h e  
G erm an.s w 'erc  in t e n d e d  t o  pas.s 
n m io t ic e d . I t  w a s  a c r im e  t o  p r o ­
n o u n c e  a G e r m a n  n a m e , s o  m u c h  
s o  t h a t  t h e y  w ere  n e v e r  re fe r re d  
t o  a s «  G tm ia n .s  « b u t  « in d iv id u a ls  » 
W h e n  t h e  jia p e r s  p u b lis h e d  a n y ­
th in g  a b o u t  t l ie  G e r m a n s  o r  w h en  
t h e y  o f f i c ia l ly  r e fe r re d  t o  th e m , 
t h e y  m e r e ly  s a id  « T h r e e  in d iv i ­
d u a ls  a r r iv e d  » o r  «;'J'he in d iv id u a ls  
w h o  a re  s t a y in g  a t  t h e  H o t e l  X . . .  » 
T h is  w a s  e n o u g h . E v e r y o n e  iiii- 
d e r .s tood .

X T h e  d o c k s  o f  V ig o  w ere  la s t  
s u m m e r  e x c lu s iv e ly  c o n t r o l le d  b v  
« t h e  in d iv id u a ls » .  T h e y  w e re  iii 
c h a r g e  o f  u n lo a d in g  a l l  t h e  w a r  
m a te r ia l  w h ic h  c a m e  fr o m  H a m ­
b u rg , a n d  k n o c k e d -d o w n  p la n e s  
w h ic h  c a m e  e s c o r t e d  b y  th e ir  jje r - 
s o im e l. T h e  t r a in s  c a m e 'r ig h t  uj> t o  
th e  p ie r  t o  lo a d , a n d  th e n  t h e  w a r  
m a te r ia l  w a s  t r a n s p o r te d  t o  th e  
b a s e s  o f  th e  « N a t io n a lis t  » a r m y . 
T h e  G e r m a n s  w e re  a t  a ll t im e s  e x ­
t r e m e ly  d is c r e e t  a b o u t  th e ir  m o ­
v e m e n ts , a n d  t h e v  t r i e d  t o  h id e  
t h e m s e lv e s  f r o m  t h e  S p a n is h  p e o ­
p le  l ik e  r e a l  c r im in a ls » .  I ta lia n .s  
w e r e  (a n d  a re ) in  —  G a l ic ia  t o o .  
B u t  w e ’ l l  .save t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  th e ir  
a n t ic s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  issu e .

Xu£!tivu i
Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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In  every -d ay life , in alm ost every 
action o f  the individual and co l­
lective body, certain  defin ite  quest­
ions arise in  a  defin ite  sequence. 
These questions have to be answ e­
red, even i f  n ot consciously , and 
they are  what, w hy, where, how  
and when. Just as in  every other 
phase o f  life , so  in  m ilitary opera­
tions, large and small, these same 
questions m ust be answ ered before 
a decision  can  be reached on  w hicli 
to  base any m ilitary plan o f  opera­
tion, T h e  answ ering o f  these ques­
tions, in other w ords the analysis 
that is required, is called the esti­
mate o f  the situation. I t  is made, 
n ot on ly  b y  com m anders o f  large 
units w ho have to  actually w rite 
their analyses dow n  to  entirely as- 
sim ilite them , but they are also m a­
de b y  subordinate com m anders and 
even individual soldiers,

PLAN BASIS OF ACTION
T h e content o f  the estim ate o f  the 

situation falls into a certain  form u ­
la. T h e  reason fo r  stick ing  to  this 
standard is to  habituate soldiers to 
th inking in  definite term s in  order 
that ill m om ents o f  crisis  they may 
be habituated to  carry  this out 
w ithout loss o f  momentum.

T h e form  generally required in 
all arm ies is :

F irst paragraph — The Mission—  
In  other w ords the answ er to “ what 
am I to  do, w liat is m y general 
ta s k "?  S econ d  paragraph is an 
analysis o f  the — Opposing For­
ces—  and is subdivided into { » )  tlie 
forces  o f  the enem y, tlieir number, 
their m aterial condition  and equip­
ment, their physical condition , their 
m orale, their reserve.s, their posit­
ion on  the terrain and so forth . T h e 
second paragraph (b )  is a similar 
analysis o f  ou r ow n  forces . The 
next m ain paragraph is the enem y’s 
situation and intentions. W e  know  
his strengtii, approxim ately, and his 
general condition . W e  ought to 
k n ow  the general lay o f  the land 
and then w e analyse in detail, if 
possible, plans. T h ey  m ay be either 
to attack o r  defend  in som e special 
m anner. B v  elim ination w e choose 
the m ost probable o f  these plans 
and consider them seriously . The 
next paragraph is our possible 
plans, based upon our analysis o f  
the plans open to the enem y. W e  
consider what possible plans w e can 
use and in som e detail w e analyse 
these possibilities. W e  w eigh , seri­
ously. fo r  instance, the possibility 
o f  attack ing and defending in  some 
special position. W e  discuss the 
ptoblcm s in  each  case, their advisa­
bility o r  inadvisability, and advan­
tages and disadvantages, their

Last of a Series of Five Articles Dealing with 
Military Questions, by the Commander of 

the Battalion of instruction N.° 15 
MAJOR ALLAN JOHNSON

strength and their weakness, and 
on ce again  by elim ination w e ch oo ­
se the m ost probable plan tliat we 
can use. T h is  plan is  then finally 
w ritten  ou t in to the fifth  paragraph 
o f  the estim ate o f  the situation as 
our decision. I t  is  upon this decision  
tliat the fie ld  order is based.

A lthou gh  all th is w ork  may 
appear sim ple and som etim es unne­

cessary it is a  g ood  exp erience  fo r  
subordinate com m anders to  practise 
m akin g  estimates o f  the situation 
at all tim es, in order to  fam iliarise 
them selves w ith  the m any possib i­
lities tliat are oi>en to  them . E spe­
cia lly  u :ider m odern conditions of 
w arfare w here a  great deal o f  lati­
tude and initiative lies w ith in  the 
realm  o f  the subordinate com m an­

der. T h e  know ledge o f  h ow  to m ake 
a  correct analysis or estim ate o f  
the situation is also the foundation  
fo r  issuing correct field  orders, oral 
o r  w ritten, during an action , and 
since so  m uch depends upon  the 
brevity, conciseness and c la rity  o f  
these fie ld  orders, it is quite obvious 
that before  they can be e ither c le a r , ' 
con cise  o r  brief, their essence must 
be thoroughly  understood. N o  com ­
m ander can issue such an order 
and carry  it out w ith  determ ination 
unless he k n ow s exactly  w hat the 
situation is and h ow  lie  is g o in g  to 
carry  into e ffe ct the decisions he 
does read i and know s exactly  how , 
w hen and w here these m ust be done.

G E O R G E  F L E T C H E R  of the Br i t ish Bat ta l ion
A m o n g  those w ho received g ood  

service aw ards at Christm as was 
Lieutenant G eorge  F letcher. L ik e  
others from  Lancashire, he is a  man 
w ill! a gen ial m anner; but it is  a 
iiard jo b  to  m ake him  talk. H is 
ow n  past h istory interests h im  far 
less than .Spain’ s pre.seiit mom ent. 
H e com m ands the m achine-gun 
com pany o f  the British  Battalion,

H e  h a s  b een  a so ld ie r  s in ce  1915, 
w lien  lie J o in ed  the L a n ca sh ire  
F u silie rs . H e  e n jo y s  a n  o u td o o r  l i fe  
o f  a c t io n , a n d  h e  d oesn ’ t ca re  f o r  
s ittin g  still, as th o se  w h o  h ave 
h eard  h is  fa m ou s  .song h it  “ K eep  
on e  f in g e r  m o v in g ’ ’  w il l  u n d ers ­
tand.

D u rin g  the w orld  w a r  he took  
part in  tlie G ailipoli action , and 
made the d ifficu lt landing, w hich 
he describes as an experience rather 
m ore excitin g  than the w annest 
mom ents at Brúñete. T h e  T u rks 
had laitl barbed w ire under the 
water, and this had to  be  passed 
under shell-fire from  batteries on 
the hilLs above shore. O ne w ould 
giie.ss that th is w as the toughest 
mom ent o f  Lt, F letcher's  life  up to 
the present time, iiut he doesn ’t 
say m uch about it. O nce the beach 
w as reached the d ifficu ltie s  evened 
out a little, and the rest o f  the act­
ion  w as easier w ork  tlian the fight 
fo r  M osquito Crest.

EXPERIENCE USEFUL
A fter  the war, F letcher remained 

in the service, and spent .some years 
in India. B y  1936 he was contem ­
plating a return to civ ilian  life  and 
had certain  speculative ideas about 
m arriage. H e  was out o f  soldiering 
fo r  s ix  m onths, but tlie appearance 
o f  arm ed fascism  in  Spain  ciianged 
his plans again. H e arrived  in this 
cou iitrv  in M av o f  last vear. H is

experience with fire-arm s o f  all 
sorts w'as an asset at the training 
c/imp, w liere he soon picked up the 
special features o f  the weapons 
u liic li the kepuhlican A rm y  was 
using, and began to  instruct those 
w ith less experience than him self. 
W h en  the sections com peted in  d is­
m antling and reassem bling, ilieir 
arms, F letcher cou ld  beat anybody, 
H e has deft fingers and an accurate 
eye. In  training, and since, he has 
proved  hira.setf a first-class rifle  
shot.

H e first saw  active  service in 
Spain  at Brúñete, w here h e was 
w ounded in the shoulder. W h en  his 
wound w as finally  healed, he was 
o ffe re d  a position  at the new  train­
ing cam p, but preferred  to  re jo in  
die Battaiioii. H e  went into action  
again  at Fuentes de E bro.

ON DISCIPLINE
Lt. F letcher has w atched the 

grow th  o f  discipline and organisat­
ion in the R epublican A rm y  with 
the .satisfaction o f  an old luiiul. H e

k n ow s what it  means. In  his opin ion  
the form alities o f  discipline, far 
from  com plicating a  sold ier 's  life, 
m ake it easier. E ven  in  an Im pe­
rialist arm y he fou n d  that out, 
though discipline there is n ot used 
solely fo r  ihe purpose o f  raising 
the soldier’ s level o f  e ffic ie n cy . 
W h ere  lie traces the m ain d iffe re n ­
ce is in the im portance that the R e­
publican A rm y  attaches to  the deve­
lopm ent o f  in telligence in  the pri­
vate soldier, o n  the assum ption that 
the m ore a man k :iow s the better he 
fights. A n  Im perialist arm y is 
com pelled b y  its ow n  conditions to  
d iscourage the rank and file  fro m  
k n ow in g  too  much about w hat is 
g o in g  on, in  case it o ccu rred  to 
thc:n that they w ere b e in g  used in 
som eone else 's interest.

T lic  distinction  creates a  new 
atm osphere in w hich  a man can  get 
to grip s w ith  his jo li. D iscip line 
clears the a ir  and m akes everything 
easier to  fo llow , F o r  the individual 
it becom es a matter o f  practical 
soldiering, equivalent to  keeping 
his r ifle  clean o r  his fee t in  trim . 
F o r  ttie A rm y  as a w hole it is  a  
m easure that makes the m achine 
m ore com pact, cuts out delay and 
increases the fo r ce  o f  its strik ing  
pow er,

T h e  deft fingers o f  L t. F letclier 
are  put to  m any uses. D u rin g  his 
training days he constituted fifty  
per cent o f  the C om pany Band, fo r  
w hich  lie provided percussion  w ith 
a  pair o f  spoons. H e can alw ays be 
relied cm fo r  a g ood  num ber at a 
social evening. T h e  on ly  success he 
lays claim  to  is that he brought 
tears to the A lca ld e ’s eyes w ith  liis 
acrobatic song-h it. H e  th inks this 
must lie the reason w hy lie received 
Ids award.

M . T .

Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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LETTERS
FROM

HOME

u stc l t o  th e m . T h e n  v o u  c o m e  t o  
a  n e a c c fn l  c o u n tr y , a n d  v o u  lia v c  
d if fe r e n t  k in d s  o í  w o rr ie s . \Vlieii 
y o u  g o  t o  m e e tin g s  t h e r e ’s  a  l o t  
o f  t a lk  b u t  l i t t le  a c t io n . T h e y  d o  
n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  m e a n in g  o f  
d is c ip l in e , a s  m e n  d o  w h o  h a v e

NUEVOS RECLUTAS

stay as Long as You 
Can, Advises Veteran

D e a r  T .

« A y u d a r , o r g a n iz a r  y  c a jja c ita r  
a  la  ju v e n t u d » .  P a la b ra s  d ich a s  
p o r  e l  S e c r e t a r io  g e n e r a l d e  la  
J . S . r .  P alabra .s, q u e  n e c e s ita m o s  
a p lic a r  in m e d ia ta m e n te . P r o n to  
l le g a r a n  a  la s  T n id a d e s  jó v e n e s  
re c lu ta s . S a n g re  j o v e n  y  < lispuesta  
a  lu c h a r ._ P e r o  t o d a v ía  c o n  p o c a  
e x p e r ie n c ia . D e s d e  e l m o m e n t o  en  
q u e  e l r e c lu ta  lle g u e  a  la  U n id a d  
e m p ie z a  n u e s tra  ta r e a . H a y  q u e  
ayu darle .s  d e s d e  t o d o s  lo s  pnnto.s 
d e  v ís t a .  S i n o  s a b e n  c o m o  h a y  
q u e  a p r o v e c h a r  e l  te r r e n o , h a y  
q u e  e n s e ñ á rse lo  c o n c ie n z u d a m e n te .

Y o u r  le t t e r  a r r iv e d , a s  u su a l, 
m o r e  th a n  a m o n t h  a f te r  y o n  h a d  
w r it t e n  i t .  R e c e iv e d  T h e  V o lu n ­
t e e r  f o r  L ib e r t y  a n d  th e  o t h e r  m a ­
t e r ia l  lo n g  b e f o r e — t h e  s o n g  b o o k s  
a n d  o t h e r  l i t t le  b o o k le t s ,  a n d  th e n  
t h e  P r e i ic h  b o o k  o f  th e  15t h  B r i­
g a d e . C o u ld  y o u  t e l l  m e  i f  th e y  
a re  g o in g  t o  p r in t  t h a t  b o o k  in  
E n g lish ?  I  s h o w e d  i t  t o  a  n u m b e r  
o f  p e o p le  a n d  a l l  o f  th e m  s a id  th e y  
w o u ld  l ik e  t o  b u y  i t  i f  i t  w ere  in  E n ­
g lis h . M o s t  o f  th e  m a te r ia l y o u  
h a v e  .sent I ’v e  g iv e n  t o  t h e  F rien d s  
o f  th e  B r ig a d e ; t h e  r e s t  I  u se  
m y s e lf ,  .sh ow in g  th in g s  t o  d i f f e ­
r e n t  p e o p le .  T h e  s o n g  b o o k s  I  a m  
g o in g  t o  le n d  t o  d if fe r e n t  ch o ru se s  
a r o u n d  h ere .

T h e  P h ia d e lp liia  F r ie n d s  o f  th e  
L in c o ln  B r ig a d e  a re  n o w  a t  l o i i  
C h e s tn u t  S t . ,  k o o n iS r S .  T h e y  h a v e  
a ls o  b e e n  r e c e iv in g  V o lu n te e r s  an d  
p o s te r s . B a n  K lk iiis , s e c r e ta r y  o f  
th e  FJvB, a sk s  th a t  y o u  se n d  h im  
a s  m a n y  c a r d s , p o s te r s  a n d  o th e r  
m a te r ia l as p o s s ib le . T h e y  c o u ld  
b e  s o ld  o r  u s e d  as  p r iz e s  t o  p o p u ­
la r iz e  th e ir  w o r k .

T h e  b o y s  w h o  h a v e  r e tu rn e d  are 
W a lc o f f ,  H y  R o s n e r , H a r r y  \Va- 
l la c h , J a c o b s , R o c h e s t e r ,  C h im e- 
lo f s k y ,  M e ln lc o f f ,  H a r o ld  L o n d o n  
fr o m  t h e  W a s h in g to n  B a tta lio n , 
a n d  B rem ier . w h o  w a s  a n  a v ia to r . 
W e  h a v e  a lr e a d y  e s ta b lis h e d  a 
c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  V e t e r a n s : i t  is  
c a l le d  t h e  W ic k m a n -B a r r e l l i  C h a p ­
te r .. .

V o u  m e n t io u  in  y o u r  le t te r  th a t  
y o u  _ o f t e n  w o n d e r  w h e th e r  i t  is  
p o s s ib le  t o  r e a d ju s t  o n e s e lf  c o m ­
p le t e ly  a ft .jr  h a v in g  b e e n  t o  w a r . 
W e ll, i t  is  d i f f ia i l t .  W h e n  o n e  is  
at_ w a r  t h e r e  a re  a n u m b e r  o f  
th in g s  th a t  h a p p e n  ; a n d  o n e  g e ts

b e e n  a t  w a r . A n o th e r  th in g  i.s th a t  
t h ir d s  g o  t c .o  s lo w ... 1 w ish  i t  wa.s 
p o s s ib le  f o r  m e  t o  r e tu rn  t o  b e  
m  S p a in  s t i l l .  In  .Spain w e  w ere 
a b le  t o  b e  a lw a y s  w ith  m e n  w h o  
w e re  m e n , m e ii w h o  .sp ok e  a.s 
fr ie n d s  a n d  d id  n o t  h a v e  —  c o u ld  
n o t  h a v e  —  a n y th in g  t o  h id e ...

W e ll ,  P a t , B a n  a n d  t h e  b o y s  
.send t h e ir  b e s t  re g a r d s . T h e  lio y s  
s a y  t h a t  w h a te v e r  y o u  d o ,  s ta y  
th e re  in  S p a in  as l o n g  as y o u  ca n . ̂

S a lu d  !
Bir.i, ITíait

British Labor M. P., 
Ted Williams, Hears 
From Miners Federation

B e a r  T e d  :

e x p lic a r le  c o m o  se  d e b e  p r o t e g e r  
d e  lo s  a ta q u e s  d e  lo s  a v io n e s , c o m o  
-se c o n s t r u y e n  r e fu g io s .  C a d a  s o l ­
d a d o  v e te r a n o  d e b e  h a c e r  t o d o  lo  
p o s ib le  p a r a  q u e  l o  q u e  é l  y a  sab e , 
l o  s e p a  ta m b ié n  e l  n u e v o  r e c lu ta . 
E l  r e c lu t a  d e b e  a p r e n d e r  a  e scr i­
b i r  a  leer . P a ra  e llo , c a d a  v e t e ­
r a n o  le  d e b e  p r e s ta r  su  m á x im a  
a y u d a . E n  l o s  r a t o s  d e  t r a n q u il id a d  
d e b e  d e ja r  p o r  u n o s  m o m e n t o s  e l 
fu s i l  a  u n  la d o , y  e m p u ñ a r  las 
o t r a s  arm a-s q u e  s o n  e l  p a p e l  y  la 
p lu m a . S e d e b e r á n  o r g a n iz a r  e s ­
c u e la s  d e  T ra n s m is io n e s , S a n i­
d a d , e t c .  p a r a  lo s  n u e v o s  re c lu ta s , 
d o n d e  e.ste p u e d a  l le g a r  d e n t r o  d e l 
m e n o r  e s p a c io  d e  t ie m p o  a  p o d e r  
lle v a r , p o r  la  c a p a c i t a c ió n  o b t e ­
n id a , g a lo n e s  g a n a d o s  m e r e c id a ­
m e n te . S e  le s  d e b e r á  d a r  ch a r la s , 
e x p l ic á n d o le s  p o r  q u e  d e b e n  lu ­
c h a r  a  m u e r te  h a s ta  e l  a p la s t a ­
m ie n t o  fin a l d e l fa s c is m o . S i son  
la b r a d o r e s , se  le s  d e b e r á  d a r  c h a r ­
la s  d e  l o  q u e  l a  R e p ú b l ic a  d e l 
F re n te  P o p u la r  h a  d a d o  a  lo s  
c a m p e s in o s  y  a l o s  t r a b a ja d o r e s  d e  
la  t ie r r a . S i s o n  obrero .s , s e  le s  
e x p l ic a r á  e l c a m b io  o p e r a d o  en 
la s  c iu d a d e s , e n  e l q u e  y a  n o  
e x is t e  u n  s o lo  p a r a d o ! T o d o s  en  
p i e  a r e c ib ir  a  lo s  n u e v o s  re c lu ta s , 
y  a  c a p a c ita r lo s  jia r a  q u e  lle g u e n  
a  ser  u n a  d e  la s  a rm a s  m á s  p o d e ­
r o s a s  p a r a  a p la s ta r  a  la  in v a s ió n  
fa s c is ta  !

F . H .

D u r in g  t h e  v is it  y o u  a n d  y o u r  
c o lle a g u e s  a r e  m a k in g  t o  .Spain, 
k in d ly  c o n v e y  t o  t h e  h e r o ic  p e o p le  
o f  t h a t  c o u n tr y  t h e  d e e p fe lt  g r a t i ­
t u d e  o f  t h e  B r it is h  m in t r s  in  th e ir  
f ig h t  f o r  t h e  ca u s e  o f  e c o n o m ic  
f r e e d o m .

T o  t h e  m in e r s  o f  A stu r ia s , th o s e  
g ia n t  g la d ia t o r s  o f  im m e a s u ra b le  
g a lla n tr y , g iv e  a  r e a l  B r it is h  m i 
n e r s ’ a p p r e c ia t io n  f o r  t h e i r  g lo ­
r io u s  w o r k .

W h e r e v e r  y o u  g o ,  w h o e v e r  y o u  
m e e t  a m o n g  t h e  fig lite rs  a n d  w o r ­
k e rs  f o r  S p a n ish  l ib e r t y  as  again.st 
ty r a n n y , th a n k  th e m  in  o u r  n a m e . 
T h e ir  g o o d  ca u s e  m u s t  sp r e a d  
th r o u g h o u t  th e  le n g t h  a n d  b r e a d th  
o f  th e  w o r ld .

V o u r s  fra te rn a lly .
J ibby  E d v ia rd s , S ec .y . 

M in ers , F e d e r a t io n  
G e r fo t a  B r ita in

21 BOMBARDMENTS FAIL 
TO DAUNT VALENCIANS

« C h ild r e n  fir s t »  i s  t h e  m o t t o  o f  
t h e  J u n t a  P a s s iv e  D e fe n s e  o f  V a ­
le n c ia , w h ic h  h a s  ju s t  p u b l is h e d  
d a t a  c o n c e r n in g  i t s  w o r k  in  th e  
f ir s t  s e v e n  m o n t h s  o f  i t s  e x is t e iic e .  
T h e  J u n t a , i t s  w o r k  h a s te n e d  b e ­
c a u s e  o f  t h e  2 1 b o m b a r d m e n t s  
^•-hich T’ a le i i c ia h a s  u n d e r g o n e , h a s  
b e g u n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  e ig h t  
l o m b - p r o o f  .sh e lters  a t 'jo in in g  
s c h o o ls ,  a n d  i t  h a s  '■artied  o u t  
w o r k s  t o  j i r o t e c t  f o u r  c l in ic s . In  
o n e  o f  th e s e  a  tu n n e l  h a d  t o  b e

b u i l t  t o c o m m u n ic a t e  w it h  a h o n ib -  
j j r o o f  s h e lte r  in  w h ic h  a  s p e c ia l  o p e ­
r a t in g  th e a t r e  c a n  b e  s e t  u p .

T h e  J  u n ta  ha.s a ls o  b u i l t  a n  e m e r ­
g e n c y  h o s p it a l  w it h  t w o  o jw r a t in g  
t h e a tr e s  a n d  t w e lv e  b e d s . I t  has 
b u i l t  th r e e  b o m b -p r o o f  sh e lte rs  
iiLside th e  c i t y  a n d  t w o  in  th e  
o u t s k ir ts . I t  l o o k s  a f te r  th e  u p k e e p  
0*' th e  sh e lte r s  p rev iotu siy  c o n s ­
t r u c t e d  a n d  t h e  in s ta lia t io ii  o f  p o ­
w e r fu l a ir-ra ici w a rn in g  .sirens.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . nut. . . mi.. . .

Las tres condiciones
esenciales para vencer

V A L O R  
D I S C I P L I N A  

FE en la VICTORIA
iiiiiii^Imp, Elievlriana y Lib. Catiií, E . C, - Torres Ama!, 9 - BarcelonaAyuntamiento de Madrid




