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Fifth Estate steff on our viiay to the AnarchistGatheríng in Chicago.
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II March o f  th is year a small article 
I  pLlippeared in the D e tro it Free Press 

announdng the last publíc hearíng 
before the C ity  o f D etro it was to  begin 
builtüng the world 's largest trash-to-energy 
waste-incinerator plant. For those o f us 
who live in the Cass Corridor/Wayne State 
Universíty area, w ith in  a mite o f the pro-

posed plant's location, the c ity 's ptans 
carne as one more horror in  a long list o f 
d irect assaults on our lives.

For a few  o f our friends, the proposed 
p lant was the  fina l straw and brought 
home in a visceral way all tha t they fe it 
was wrong w ith  th is w o rid—brought it 
lite ra lly  home to  our own neighborhood.

Continued on Paga Six

bout 12 o f US from  D etro it 
made the trek to  Chicago 
th is May Oay to  commem- 
orate the 100th  anniversary 
o f the Haymarket r io t and 

subsequent State murder by execution o f 
five anarchists.

Hosted by the Chicago Anarchist 
Group, the gathering was attended by 
3-400 people—about 2 /3  male, mostiy 
white, mostiy young, w ith  hardiy any old- 
sters and on iy  a few people over 40. Par- 
ticipants carne from  all over the U.S. and 
Cañada, w ith  a small number o f visitors 
from  outside N orth  America.

The gathering consisted o f workshops, 
theater, music, a rt shows, particípation in 
a May Day march, an anarchist march o f 
our own, a banquet and a memorial gath- 
ering at the gravesite o f the Haymarket 
martyrs.

We were able to  partícipate in on iy a 
few  o f the workshops held. bu t we found 
much o f  the discussion stimulating, íf at 
times disjointed. Workshop topics includ- 
ed ecology; a w eird iy formulated "tech vs. 
anti-tech" which none o f us were able to 
attend as th is  workshop was held on the

Continued on Page Nine
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Letters  
ix) tlie  
i l f t h  
Estate

White Rule
Dear F ifth  Estate,

W ithout wanting to  get involved in 
your mag too  much, there is one criticism 
that I feel more im portant ihan whatever 
else I m ight want to  say about it. It's 
where you say "S outh  A frica is bound to  
fait in the next few years." (See FE 
Indian S um r-"r 1985, "S outh  Africa: 
R eform or R evolution.")

While it's one th ing to  say th a t S-A. 
w ill never again be "n o rm a l"  (peaceful) 
under a w hite regime, the imminent 
demise o f w hite rule is a hypothesis to  be 
expiored, no t a foregone conclusión.

Chris Shutes 
Berkeley, CA

Three Poisons
Dear FE Comrades,

I wish to  add my congratulations on 
staying around fo r  tw enty years, ten o f 
them as an exp lic itly  libertarían publica- 
tion . I continué to  take comradely ex- 
ception w ith  your views on the Middie 
East; as one who has lived and worked 
in tha t part o f the w orid, i t  is my view 
tha t the "three poisons" o f tha t región 
are imperíalism, nationalism and relig- 
ious superstítion.

As these "three poisons" seem to  af- 
f l ic t  v irtua lly  all parties involved in the 
area, and pretty much to  an equal degree.

The Fifth Estate is a  cooperative 
project, publiahed by a  group of fnends 
who are in  general, W t  not necessarily 
complete acreem ent w ith the articles 
hereín. E a d  segm entofthepaper rep­
resenta the coliective eSbrt of writing, 
typesettíng, lay-out and proofreading.

The Fifth Estate Newspaper (ISSN 
No. 0015 -0800 ) is published quarterly 
at P.O. Box 0 2 5 4 8 , D etroit, Michigan 
48202  USA; phone (313 ) 831-6800 . 
Office houis vary, so please cali before 
visiting. Subscriptions are $ 5 .0 0  a 
year; $ 7 .0 0  foreign inctuding Cañada. 
Second Class postage paid a t Detroit, 
Michigan. No copyright. No paid ads.

I find  yóu f uneven emphasis somewhat 
distressing.

, Nevertheless, "Z ion ism  and Jewish 
, Ideáis" by Patríck Flanagan makes a 

number o f w orthy points. (See FE 
W inter/Spring 1986) There w ill be no 
satisfactory solution to  the problems o f 
the Middie East un til the various peoples 
o f that area, Jews, Muslims. Christians, 
Kurds, Arabs, Turks and other parties 

• kick out the superpowers, east aside flags 
and superstititions, and embrace as the 
human beingsthey all are. B u tw h o , in 
the región, even calis fo r such an 
approach? Alas, very few, too  few.

Spider Raínbow
Atlanta, GA

African Hunger
Dear FE;

Widespread hunger and starvation 
continué to  be a major facet o f daily 
life in Ethiopia, bu t they are no t due to 
drought alone, Ethiopia is presently at 
war both w ith in  its borders (w ith the 
Tigrian and Oromo peoples) and w ith  
the neighboring countries o f Somalia 
and Eritrea. The Somalia con flic t has 
been a te rrito ria l dispute since the 1940s 
but fo r the past tw enty-four years the 
Ethiopian regimes have aitempted to  
suppress and colonize Eritrea and E thi­
opia is now attempting to  starve the Er¡- 
trean people in to submisston in order to 
acquire the ir land. The Ethiopian gov- 
ernment spends a tremendous share o f 
its national budget to  maintain its ag- 
gressive m ilita ry regime and to  continué 
these wars, and feeis tha t the welfare o f 
thousands o f starving people is secondary 
to  the expansión o f its m ilita ry  efforts. 
Thus these wars heavily contribute to  
the famine conditions.

Another im portant fac t which should 
be recognized is the Ethiopian regime's 
misuse o f food aíd and suppties. Other 
than "target specific" organizations (Eri- 
trean Relief Association, the Relief So- 
ciety o f Tigray), most o f  the U.S. aid to 
E thiopia is dispersed d irectly  through the 
Relief and Rehabilitation Commission o f 
the Ethiopian government, where i t  ís 
both soid in open markets and used to  
bolster the m ilita ry regime itself. The 
government aiso uses donated aid to  
coerce hungry peasants in to jo in ing  its 
m ilita ry  forces, to  pay government agents 
and to  feed the army—well-documented 
facts no t usually presented by the U.S. 
media. Because o f these díversions and 
abuses, both famine and war-related 
deaths have escalated since U.S. food 
aid began to  arrive. U.S. a id  is a d irect 
causativa factor in the in tensification o f 
famine conditions and the escalation o f 
wer in  E thiopia and the H om  o f  A frica  
in  genera!.

Drought is a major probiem in E thio­
pia and Eritrea. I f  the people were free 
to  w ork the ir land, however, w ithou t 
fear o f the destruction o f the ir homes, 
the ir crops and the ir lives by the E thio­
pian regime, the impact o f the drought 
would be much less severe. The problems 
o f repression and "resettiem ent" gener- 
ated by the Ethiopian government have 
been thoroughiy documented by the 
Paris-based Doctors W ithout Borders and 
by the sta ff o f AduHs, a publication o f 
the Eritrean Peoples Liberation Front. 
The International Food and A llied Wor- 
kers Association fu rthe r condemns the 
Ethiopian famine as a "p o litica l crime,"

a fact tha t should now be apparent.
A ll individuáis and organizations con­

cerned w ith  assisting famine victims are 
urged to  be careful tha t the ir e ffo rts  not 
be abused. Your decisión to  contribute 
should be done so consciously—the lives 
o f m illions o f people are at stake.

Lois Sabo 
David M. Taylor 
Columbia MO

Nothing Ironical
Dear FE;

Here are some fu rther thoughts on free 
speech, neo-NazIs, etc., from  another "ab- 
so lu tis t" civil libertarían. (See FE Sum- 
mer 1985.)

When Ana Coluthon arxJ company re- 
spond to  State suppression o f ultra-right 
views by "laughing at the irony o f i t  a ll,"
I get coid shivers, Whatever happened to  
analysing state use o f power?

Let US suppose, fo r  the sake o f argu- 
ment, that the State wishes to  augment 
its power by defining w hat is historical 
tru th  and what is not, and is casting about 
fo r an opportun ity ; it  is hard to  imagine a 
more motherhood-and-apple-pie issue 
than opposition to  the neo-Nazi doctrine 
tha t the Holocaust never happened.

Everyone but the ultra-right can be ex- 
pected to  respond w ith  loud approval to  
State harassment, and on iy the m ostfer- 
vent líbertarians w ill protest. (Certaínly, 
this has been the case here in Cañada, 
where le ft and r i^ t jo in e d  in screaming 
fo r State vengeantx against neo-Nazi prop- 
agandists Jim  Keegstra and E rru t Zundel.) 
It's always safe to  go after unpoputar nut 
cases, and because they are n u tty , nobody 
is iike ly  to  see th is as the th ín  end o f the 
wedge o f State omniscience.

The Canadian publíc reserved its 
strongest haired fo r  Jim  Keegstra, a high 
school teacher from  small-town Manitoba 
who used his classes to  preach about the 
"in ternational Jewish conspiracy" and 
ihe "Holocaust m y th ," The outrage 
stems from  his perceived betrayal o f the 
hallowed authority  entrusted to  h im  as 
teacher o f the young. N o o n e ,to m y

knowledge, has observed tha t in fact 
Keegstra had fu lfille d  the role o f history 
teacher par excellence by revising history. 
A fte r a ll, history and current affairs tea- 
chers across Cañada erase the embaras- 
síng (or enlighteníng) episodes o f our 
history every day: the genocíde against 
Canada’ s native people, the 1837 Rebel- 
lion (read; Revolution), the Winnipeg 
General Strike, etc. (not to  mention re­
cent events such as Canada's enthusias- 
tic  support o f the destruction o f  Viet- 
nam). This sort o f revisión goes unre- 
marked.

There is a noble traditíon o f historical 
revisionism in Canada's schools; what ís 
remarkable about Keegstra (who by al) 
accounts was a sympathetic and hard- 
working teacher) is that he just happen­
ed to  revise events contrary to  the inter- 
est o f the state.

I t  is aiso irksome to  find , among 
those who genuinely wish to  discourage 
antisemitism, a to ta l lack o f imagination 
about means or tactics. Even those 
groups com m itted to  communitarian 
valúes—anarchists, socialists, fem inists— 
believe tha t your on iy options vis-a-vis 
the Keegstras o f the worId are eíther to 
sic The State on them, or to  le t them con­
tinué to  preach hate to  a captive audi- 
ence (in th is case, schoolchildren). Could 
the heart o f the probiem possibly be that 
the audience is captive, th a t teaching is 
an authoritarian institu tion? (This is, I 
hope, a fa ir ly  elementary observation.)

If this is the case, a communitarian 
response to  Keegstra would ¡nvolve recog- 
nizing tha t he is explo iting an already 
abusive situation, and therefore to  work 
towards creatíng a libertarian learníng 
environment in which students learn 
through the ir own exploration, accepting 
nothing on fa ith . O f course, doing that 
requires more e ffo rt than taking one in­
dividual to  court. One is revolutionary; 
the other is not.

There is nothing ironical o r funny a- 
bout State suppression o f freedom o f 
speech, whether i t  is used against the

Continued on N ext Page
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right wing o r not. Remember tha t the 
State never allows its pow er ta cUminish^. 
b u t always acts to strengthen itse lf; and 
it can on iy  do tha t by taking rights away 
from  others. Repression invariably serves 
a politica l purpose.

As a result o f the Keegstra/Zundel 
convictions, the Canadian State has con- 
vlnced hundreds o f thousands o f its peo- 
pie that i t  is caring, anti-racist, and hu- 
manitarian. Now tfíaf's terrify ing.

Julia Morrigan 
Peterborough, Ontario

Ana Coluthon responds: I  agree w ith  you r 
te ta r, b u t l 'm  no tsu re  w ha tyou  th ink  
w ould have been a more appropriate re- 
sponse from  me, other than find ing i t  
¡ronic th a t those who adore and covet the 
pow er o f  the State get ground by  ¡t. I 
certa in ly d o n 't support State attacks on 
anyone, no teven fascistscum, bu ta lso  /  
can 't imagine anti-authoritarians jo in ing  
their defensa committee. i  have on ty  a 
iim ited  am oont o fenergy which I  try  to 
save fo r  support o f  those who w ant to  
aboUsh thestate, n o te x te n d it

A Waítíng Critique
Dear F ifth  Estate:

Refusíng the notion tha t dominated 
lífe is a gíven o f the human condition in- 
volves our wonder at when and in what 
fo rm  i t  began, the better to  conceive o f 
redeeming it.

Life in pre-history has been radically 
re-examined by anthropology sínce the 
1960s, and the FE has been aided in its 
critque o f technoíogy by th is revisión 
(which sees Paleolithic life as dé fin ite ly  
not characterized by scarcity o r brutali- 
zation).

But so many question remain, most of 
which have not yet even been formulated 
cleariy. Is the complete abolition o f the 
división o f  labor nec^ssary to  dissolve ali- 
enation? What might this look like? I 
have mused about an unestranged exis- 
tence prior to  and in opposition to  the 
catagories o f tim e, language and number, 
but th is is perhaps on iy a crude start, at 
best. (See FE, Vol. 18, no. 2, Vol. 19, no.
1 and Vol. 20, no. 2.)

Is cyclic tim e OK but linear tim e alien- 
ated? Spoken language authentic bu t the 
invention o f w riting  the opening to  the 
madness? How about magic and religión— 
were shamans fine bu t on iy priests oppres- 
sive? W h a to fa rt?  Or issym bolic  activ ity 
itself the Fall from  grace?

Christian Lenhardt observed that 
"dom ination  is not on iy a permanent ex- 
perienttal catastrophe fo r those subject to  
it;  i t  is aiso a catastrophe fo r conscious- 
ness: a blank spot." And ye t aren't at 
least the potential elements o f its origina- 
tio n  there fo r our scrutiny?

I th in k  there are others who hunger 
fo r more than what we already know. 
There seems to  be a critique waiting fo r 
its necessary and immeasurable enrích- 
ment.

John Zerzan 
Eugene OR
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l've seen in the pasí few years, you come 
closest to  expressing the feeling o f simp­
le " th is  makes sense" anarchy w hich firs t 
made me decide th a t if  I believed in any- 
thing po litica lly  i t  was anarchy.

A t tha t time I was 17-years oíd and 
reading K ropotk in  in the publíc library in 
Springfield, Mo., a good five  years before 
I ever saw an anarchy symbol, which are 
now everywhere even in Olympia. There 
are de fin ite ly  a lo t o f idíots around spout- 
ing anarchy this and anarchy tha t these 
days bu t somehow I th ink  the real basic 
idea and feel o f w hat anarchy is about is 
beginning to  get through to  a lo t more 
peopie in Amerika than ever before.

For me personally, anarchy is "sp iri- 
tu a l."  A  lo t o f people can 't hack that 
word, and I can understand w hy, gíven 
the extent i t  is abused in our culture. I 
th ink  in tu itive, non*ratíonal, or even irra- 
tiona l express what I mean by spiritual 
just as well. What i t  means is th a t we 
can't figure everything ou t, there are mys- 
teries w e 'll never know, and some forces 
tha t are larger than we are. Such as the 
earth, which we are on iy part o f. I th ink 
the on iy hope we have fo r th is w orid  to  
survive is to  learn some hum ílity ; hum ility  
as individuáis and as a species. H um ility  
equals respect forourselves, respectfor 
all other living beings, respectfor all o f 
lífe. Respect is shown through responsi- 
b ility  fo r a li o f our actions, fo r their 
effects on other people and on all o f life.

Every hierarchy, every institu tion , 
every system o f au thority  somehow takes 
responsibility away from  us, takes respect 
away from  us, steals our power to  use fo r 
itself. But it  is still up to  us to  take our 
power back. The real power is w ith  us, 
and w ith  the natural worId around us.

U N I V E R S A L  
P R O D U C T  CODE  
F A C S I M I L I E

U4US*3MR)0

Anarchy,Peace &  Ecology, 
Pete Murney 
Olympia, Washington

Take Power Back Whither Layabouts
To The F ifth  Estate:

Congratulatíons on reachíng you r 20th 
year. I hope you and all o f us are still 
around in another 20.

I th in k  ou t o f a ll the anarchist papers

To The F ifth  Estate:
What brings us o u t on a w in ter night to  

hear musíc? On March Is t, we waíted out- 
side A lv in ’s Tw iligh t Bar to  get inside and 
jo in  a crush o f anonymous bodies in a 
crowded, smokey room. Youngwomen

clutching the Layabouts' "N o  Masters" 
álbum (See FE last issue fo r review) stood 
on the sídewaik w ith  panic in the ir eyes: 
i f  on ly  they had come sooner they would 
now be inside experiencing the euphoria 
and excitement provided by the music 
and listeners.

Have the words o f the Layabouts songs 
penetrated—ever so slightiy—the con- 
sciousness o f these fans? D id they really 
come to  ask the "sta rs" fo r the ir auto- 
graphs? Apparently they did. Autograph 
seeking is accepted behavior in a worid 
where pleasure is generally experienced vi- 
cariously. The drab isolation o f an indi- 
vidual’s life  makes a Saturday n ight at Ai- 
vin's—even if it's  just a " B "  movie, o r a 
put-down o f a "B "  movie—seem exhilarat- 
ing.

Were the bodies inside really "anony­
mous''? Many o f them knew each other. 
This gathering may be as cióse to  a com- 
m un ity  as we can find . A t A lvin 's on Sat­
urday night, we are a com m unity o f listen­
ers. The volume o f the music—live or re­
cordad—keeps US from  taiking to  each 
other. A  conversation, an ext^ange o f 
ideas, is o u t o f the question.

This may be our com m unity, bu t the 
on ly collective project i observed was the 
one carried ou t by the band members.
(The activ ity  o f the bartenders and man- 
agers fa lls in the category o f wage la b o r- 
the kind we're all fam iliar w ith.)

O f course, there are some rewards fo r 
thedancers. Dancing at A lv in 's can re­
lieve tensions, frustrations and chills in- 
duced from  our everyday routine, but 
this ac tiv ity  does not gíve one a sense of 
renewai, a sense o f com fort and energy 
w ith in  one's body. Rather, my experi- 
ence on the dancefloor confirms Walter 
Benjamin's observation tha t "The need 
to  o ffe r oneself to  the effects o f shock 
comes fro m  man's adaptation to  the 
dangers th a t surround h im ."

If the lyrics and critical perspectiva of 
Layabouts songs are a gourmet salad bar 
providing variety and nu tr itio n , the form  
expressing the ir insights is a drab Daíry 
Queen. "The inhuman din o f a factory 
f lo o r "  is Francis Pagnon's characterization 
o f modern mass music. Harmonio and 
rhythm ic  innovation is rare. Creativity 
centers on specíal effects and—in the Lay­
abouts' case—on the lyrics. The volume

o f the "a r t fo rm "  exeludes all non- 
mechanícal participation.

The musician-workers opérate the ir ma­
chines. Through the speaker end o f  the 
machines volees d o n 't sound like volees, 
guitars don 't resemble in the least their 
archaic namesakes. O f course, drums are 
drums, even w ithou t high-tech amplifica- 
tion . Am plified , they evoke a deafening 
industrial shop. A t  w ork and at play we 
encounter the relentless, in flexib le  rhy- 
thm  o f machines.

The hypnotic  results o f these machine- 
inspired rhythms are hardiy líberating. 
"Johannesburg" has the beat o f Big Bro- 
ther. I t  intim idates. The song's words 
may contradict the message o f the rhy- 
thm  but if  one can't hear the words, the 
tota litarian message is not undermined. 
Even w ith  the words, the líberating in- 
ten t is belied by the inexorable rhythm . 
Though we applaud and respect them, 
the Layabouts offer usthough tfu l con- 
ten t in a mindiess form.

A lthough they are not always easy to  
carry ou t, the band's admonítions deserve 
our serious consideration. The songs’ 
words debunk conventional responses and 
respected institu tions and they challenge 
US to  change our ways. A  model fo r non- 
instítu tiona l activ ity  is provided by the 
band itself; the ir large fo llow ing in Detroit 
w ill be interested in the d irectionsthey 
take in the future.

Bess Carloff
Dearborn

Ralph Franklin, bassist fo r  the Laya­
bouts repites: I, too, have many problems 
w ith  electronic/am plified music and share 
w ith  you many o f your questions as to 
the relatíonship between The Layabouts 
and the people who come to  hear us, and 
how tha t relatíonship is determined, to  a 
large part, by the all-encompassing volume 
o f the music. Unfortunately though, 
the tone o f your le tter on ly  acts to  
lim it any real discussion o f the matter.

The size o f the crowd on March 1 and 
the ensuing line outside was as startiing to  
the band members as they were to  anyone 
else, and fo r us, have brought back to  the 
fo re fron t the lingering question o f the di- 
rection o f our group. The same question 
we asked ourselves when we firs t got to- 
gether has now led to  recent personnel 
changes, tha t w ill at the very least change 
the band dramatically or perhaps even de­
termine the Layabouts' fu tu re  to  be that 
o f history. Your remarks never attempt 
to  take in to  account the complexities o f 
the individuáis w ith in  the band or those 
o f the people who come to  see, hear and 
dance w ith  us.

You pose yourself as the objective ob­
servar w ith  the power to  see through the 
nagging contradictions o f the spectacle. 
Y our view o f the "young women [were 
there no men?l clutching the "N o  Mas­
ters' á lb u m .. .w ith  parxc in the ir eyes" 
is on the  one hand valid—why are we 
w illing  to  line-up fo r just about anything 
in th is sodety?—yet so in a e d ib ly  cynical 
and degrading on the other.

Is tha t all there was to  it, mindiess 
voidoids waiting to  see the "stars?" And, 
if  so, what was your reason fo r waiting in 
line? Were you the only conscious one 
there or just a voyeur along fo r the ride? 
Could i t  be tha t there was something 
more to  you r and the others' presence 
who carne to  A lvin 's on tha t coid w inter 
night?

As fo r  com m unity, there was quite an

Continued on next page
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Continued from  Previous Page

outpouring o f com m unity there that 
night. A  com m unity o f people who were 
much more than listeners and wage-labor- 
ers, and who had much more in com- i 
mon w ith  each other than ¡ust some anón- 
ymous bumping in the night. Certainly, 
there were those who carne to  just pur- 
chase entertainment, that's obvious, but 
there was aiso a targe com m unity o f peo­
ple who have been interweaving the ir pro- 
jects (newspapers, politics, poetry, music, 
dance, theater, etc.), and the ir personal 
lives w ith  each other fo r  years, i f  n o t dec­
ades.

For them, it  was a tim e to  mcet and to 
share in another project. A  tim e to  dis- 
cuss, yes, even w rth in the "inhum an din 
o f the factory  flo o r,"  w ith  themselves and 
the Layabouts, the dangerous contradic- 
lions o f " ro c k "  music, to  discuss the same 
questions tha t you pose, bu t perhaps in a 
more positive—"W hat can we do about i t "  
manner.

(I'd  líke to  po in t o u t tha t although 
rock-n-roll does by the nature o f its vol- 
ume domínate the scene, it  doesn't neces- 
sarily cut o f f  conversation any more than 
fo lk  o r jazz music. Many ideas have been 
exchanged in the backs o f bars and clubs. 
U itim ate ly though, if  someone wants in- 
depth conversation, one shouldn 't go 
where there is a performance o f any type.)

Just qu ick iy , the rhythms th a t make 
up "Johannesburg" are hardly "machine 
inspired." In fact, it's  just the oppositei 
The rhythm  ¡s a traditional South African 
one entitled "Sha Sha Calor" and is much 
oider than machines. Oniy the words are 
from  the Layabouts, while the repetitious 
"hypno tic  results" are based in a m yth 
World and not our modern industrial civ- 
ilization.

If the rhythms o f "Johannesburg" are 
the "best o f Bíg B rother" and a "m ind- 
less fo rm ,"  then where do we go from  
here? If what you say is true, then we 
are left w ith  the disturbing possibility that 
rt isn't just the industrial clamor o f  rock- 
n-roll that is inherently flawed, but even
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the rhythms o f a life tha t is more in har- 
mony w ith  its surroundings. . .  perhaps all 
music is flawed?!

Finally, I want to  ask w hat you th ink  
the Layabouts should do? I personally 
d o n 't believe tha t the band is responsible 
fo r  the lives o f those who corr» to  our 
performances (When they go home, do 
they play video games or consider revolu- 
tion?) o r tha t the fo rm  o f our music is 
responsible fo r turn ing peoples' brains in to 
soft ice cream.

We do our part and have fu n  at doing 
i t  and are no t "worker-musicians" who 
"opérate their machines." We are humans 
who try  to  share our fun  and share in the 
fun  o f those who move w ith  the music. 
A dm itted ly , a bar is no t the most fitt in g  
place fo r fun, b u l since the demise o f 
such com m unity clubs as Easy Space, The

Our o ffe r o f bu lk copies o f our back 
issues turned o u t better than we expected 
and we were swamped w ith  requests.
W ith a reduced volume, we can now make 
available issues on iy on a single copy basis. 
We have a list o f back issues available fo r 
those who are interested.

Those o f you who were sent subscrip- 
tio n  renewal notices last issue responded 
in greater numbers than any tim e in our 
memorias. Thanks, since we hate doing 
bulk mailings and it saves greatly on post- 
age when we d o n 't have to  send a second 
reminder. By the way, some o f you who 
have n o t responded to  a second notice 
are gettíng th is issue anyway since we 
wanted you to  see our coverage o f the 
Chicago gathering, bu t if  you haven't re- 
newed, th is is the last one you w ill receive.

Thank you, thank you, thank you to
those o f you who send in donations w ith  
your subscriptions and book orders. It is 
these extra dollars which keep us going.

Detro it's favorite expressway graffíti: 
"FREE H IN C K LE Y !"

I t  is amusing (and " te rrífy in g ") to  see 
how easily a word, a ñame, o r a label 
grabs hold o f a people's consciousness and 
so qu ickiy becomes the new pervasive 
bugaboo. The w ord " te rro ris t"  is now the 
catch-ail tag fo r anyone who challenges or 
opposes estabüshed laws or prescribed 
plans.

This is blatantly apparent on the  inier- 
national scene, where the term  is used se- 
leciively by governments to  condemn 
armed groups and anyone else tha t threat- 
ens the ir politica l hegemony while mysti- 
fy ing  the ir own structural terrorism 
against civiiian populations. But lately 
the term  is being used in the most incon- 
gruous contexts, and we've seen i t  recently 
on the local scene.

In a recent D e tro it News ed itoria l fo r 
example, individuáis and environmental 
groups opposed to  the enormous waste- 
to-energv incinerator to  be bu ilt in our 
neighborhood (see other anieles in this 
issue) were called "environmental terror- 
ists." The term  is never explained or just- 
ified w ith in  the te x t o f the article, o f 
course. And w hy should i t  be? The mere 
mention o f the w ord " te rro ris t"  summons 
up all that is fearsome, v io lent and nega­
tiva. The a n id e  need not even be coher- 
ent (which i t  is not), ñor make its po in t
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clearly (which i t  does not). That one 
w ord does it a ll—obscures the facts, tu rn ­
ing meaning on its head, and "sabotages" 
the intentions o f people who are try ing 
to  defend the ir com m unity, protect the 
earth, and simply breathe clean air.

This is very scary. It's  scary too  when 
you notice th a t the editoria l d irectly  un- 
derneath the one on the incinerator is a 
screed against Nicaragua entitled "N ó  
More Libyas."

The pointed juxtaposition o f these 
editorials is no t at all surprising. What 
else can be expected o f the "leg itim ate" 
mass media? But the repercussions o f this 
paranoiacand conspiratorial visión are 
widespread and far-reaching.

When a small group o f about 40 pro- 
testing residents showed up w ith  the ir 
signs at the ground-breaking csremony fo r 
the trash incinerator, they were far out- 
numbered by the pólice While pólice 
helicopters circled overhead, the protes- 
tors notic^d th a t they were surrounded 
by po li(£  sharp-shooters on the tops o f 
various buildings around the site.

And the day after the U.S. bombing 
o f Libya, an FE sta ff member was walk- 
ing down Woodward avenue and passed 
by a big fa t white D e tro it cop leading a 
th in  black man, w ith  his hands hand- 
cuffed behind hím, toward the patrol car. 
The cop shook his head, smiled smugly 
and asked his prisoner, "D o  you know 
w hat you are? Do you jkríow?" The 
man looked blankiy at the cop w ho was 
quick to  answer his own question.
"Y ou 're  a te rro ris t," the cop to id  him , "a 
godamned te rro ris t." Two men stood 
outside a store, watchíng the scene, and

our friend asked what the man was being 
arrested fo r. "S h op lifting ," they said.

Colonias o f Great Lakes cormorants 
(long-necked, glossy, fish-eating, diving 
birds) were wiped o u t in the 1950's by the 
the wíde-spread use o f pesticides such as 
DDT and by human abuse, but early in 
th is decade they began to  breed once 
again on the rocky offshore islands. Since 
1978, the Michigan population o f corm or­
ants has risen to  1,000 pairs. Recently, 
however, a number o f cormorants w ith  de- 
form ities and health problems has been 
sighted.

Chidcs suffering from  cataracts and 
edema (a severe sweiling o f the neck and 
head tha t makes it d iff ic u it o r impossible 
fo r them to  open the ir eyes) have been 
found, as well as increasing numbers of 
birds w ith  deformed bilis. The repro- 
duction rate o f some colonias has again 
begun to  decline.

It is believed tha t the to x ic  residue in 
the ir fish d ie t is d irectly  responsible for 
these problems. A  Michigan zooiogist. 
James Ludwig, lists many possible sources 
fo r the Chemical conlam ination, inclu- 
ding PCB's and other Chemicals dumped 
into the Great Lakes years ago, Chemicals 
released by paper milis and other indus­
tries, as well as airborne contaminants, 
or acid rain.

There have been advis- 
ories on human consump- 
tion  o f Great Lakes fish 
fo r some tim e already. The 
cormorants, along w ith  
fish and other w iid life  tha t 
depend on the Great Lakes 
fo r  thei r sustenance, have 
becxDme our guinea pigs, 
and we measure the magnitude o f pro- 
gress' unconscionable abuse o f nature 
w ith  the rising number o f deformities and 
the increasing threat o f the ir extinction.

Reagan Economic Recovery Dept.: 
Since Mazda, the Japanese automaker, 
announ«d i t  w ill begin producing cars at 
its firs t U.S. fa c ility  in F iat Rock, M ichi­
gan, over 130,000 people have applied fo r 
a scant 3,000 production and maíntenance 
positions. This avalanche o f job  seekers 
gives eloquent testim ony to  the rampant 
unemployment, underemployment and 
low-waged positions Michigan workers 
experience even in the face o f claims that 
the Reagan recession has ended.

Cormorant 
(3 ft- long)

Freezer Theatre, The Grinning Duck Club 
and The Un-Cooporative, we've found 
ourselves w ith  fewer options, some- 
th ing tha t has aiso led to  tensions w ith in  
the band.

I'm  not askíng the above question in a 
snide manner, bu t in an attem pt to  bridge 
the gu lf between the audience, who see 
the band as unapproachable, ar>d the band 
who feel líke-wise about the audience. 
O niy when we’re playing does there seem 
to  be a link. Next tim e we play, please 
stop and say helio.

Note from  the typesetter: Some o f the 
individuáis in the Layabouts are long- 
tim e active members o f the radical com­

m unity based in the Cass Corridor 
wheee many o f  us live, and have partici- 
pated in myriad projects such as publica- 
tions, antim ilita ris tactiv ities, self-managed 
clubs, libertarían picnics, theater and 
more. As a group the band has been a 
locos fo r  radical rebellion and noncon- 
form ism, having done many benefits (in 
com m unity spaces and cx>mmercial bars) 
fo r radical projects, bu t aiso tending to 
draw a more aware, exp lic itly  anti-author- 
itarian crowd fam ilia r w ith  the ir ideas 
and the subversiva lyrics to  the ir songs. 
Nonetheless, as Ralph concedes, th is does 
not autom atically refute the va lid ity  of 
some o f Bess' assertions. The scene at the

bar tha t night, for example, was very dis­
turbing, and had th a t very quality o f  an- 
onym ity  and entertainment consumption 
associated w ith  rock and ro ll bars tha t the 
Layabouts have tried very hard to  over­
eóme, It was an uncomfortable crush 
scene where many o f our friends were un- 
able to  get in because o f the crowd, where 
vice squad cops patrolled the in te rio r and 
one FE sta ff member was throw n o u t o f 
the bar.

The exchange raises the probiem o f the 
comm oditization o f culture by which even 
a group committed to  convivial form s o f 
communication is integrated into the spec-

Continued on N ext Page
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lacle in spite o f the ir desire to  oppose it. 
Rock bands engender fans no matter what 
the ir message is; certain forms impoffid 
by the culture industry predomínate. A t 
tha t po in t no one not privy to  personal 
contact w ith  the group can take in to  ac- 
count the complexities present in the in­
dividual motives o f the musicians: the 
group ís reduced to  its spectacular image 
and consumed. The Layabouts make a 
strong e ffo rt to  combat this process, but 
I th in k  tha t given the tendency o f r& r re- 
bellion to  be recuperated by culture pro- 
duction (institu tions such as public ity 
and stardom, entertainmeni clubs, and 
perhapsthe hightech instrumentation).

i t  may be a neverending battie.
A ll forms o f media are fiawed (includ- 

ing publishing projects like the FE), and 
the more mass appeal they develop the 
more alienating they become. But Bess 
should know by now tha t r& r scenes are 
at best places fo r  dancing and mingling, 
no t ta lk , I f  one wants such discusions, 
and more im portan tly , to  particípate in 
radical projects, i t  is necessary to  make 
contact w ith  those w ith  whom  there is 
a basisfor a ff in ity  and collaboration and 
to  begin a dialogue w ith  tha t end in mind.

The Layabouts are s till selling the ir re­
cord álbum, the proceeds going to  food 
programs in the Cass Corridor, fo r $7 plus 
$1.50 postage c/o the D A IL Y  BARBAR­
IA N , P.O. Box 02455 D etro it MI 48202.

Dear Friends,
An experience I had yesterday has 

raised some questions in my mind, ques- 
tions which are hardiy original, bu t l 
thought l 'd  relate this experience to  you 
anyway.

Yesterday's activ ity was a demo at the 
IRS build ing to  express opposition to  tax 
dollars going to  aid the contras, then fol- 
lowed by a nonviolent blockade o f the 
various entrances to  the building. I t  was 
a p re tty  standard affa ir; a couple o f short 
speeches by "Progressive" c ity  council 
members expressing opposition to  US 
po licy in Central America (and the 
bombing o f L ibya, speeches which rela- 
ted these acts on ly insofar as they were 
the acts o f a crazy individua!, Reagan) 
well-behaved demonstrators applaudíng 
vigorously, then a march to  the IRS 
office, where some 30 people sat down 
fo r awhile and were then w illing ly  arres- 
ted (only one even w ent limp) by aiso 
w illing  pólice. Itw a sa sm o o th  actíon, 
very much like others that 
no t uncomm only occur here in Santa 
Cruz, and one th a t received the desíred 
media a ttention. Everyone seemed 
pretty pleased by the whole affa ir.

Except me; the frustra tion and anger 
I fe it during the demonstration gave way 
to  depression and despair as I le ft. To be 
sure, 1 was glad tha t 150-200 people tur- 
ned o u t th a t rainy day, and hope that, 
perhaps, this tím e the empire w ill not so 
easily be able to  expand its genocidal, 
earth-hating activ ity . And I was moved 
by the feelings o f camaraderie and com- 
munalism I witnessed, and know how 
powerful tha t feeltng can be, having been 
arrested myself in a sim ilar situation.

But I had a strong sense o f deja vu. 
This was a protest l'd  seen too  many 
times before. Everyone played his o r her

part, acted o u t his o r her assígned role, 
all the rules were agreed upon.

The activ ity  o f non-violence, 
which should be but one method o f con- 
lestation, has become fetishized, conver­
ted in to  the only  fo rm  o f protest. W ith 
this has come the pressure, even the mor­
al stance, no t to  do anythíng else, any- 
th ing o u t o f  line w ith  what the organi- 
zers have decided. Protestors reminded 
each other to  keep movíng, to  keep the 
sidewaik dear. I've notíced a tendency to  
g lo rify  those who oppose American 
hegemony: I heard a lo t o f "V iva  Nicara- 
gua l" shouts. The whole th ing was an 
event, something outside the protesters' 
experience o f the ord inary, something 
sepárate from  the ir everyday lives, and 
specifícally, i t  was a media event: i t  
wou Id not have been "successful" i f  the 
media had ignored it, had n o t made i t  in­
to  an image o f opcosítion to  be presented 
iater to  passíve viewers.

It seems to  me tha t the fac t o f being 
arrested, and being therefore fo rm a lly  in 
vio latíon o f the law, does not invalídate 
the observation th a t nonviolent CD had 
become an accepted, even irK titu tlonal- 
ized fo rm  o f resistance which tac itly  ac- 
cepts the law and logic o f th is society, in­
sofar as i t  fa ils to  address the issues of 
power and the nature o f  technological- 
industríal society. Forms o f contestation, 
I th in k , cannot be allowed to  remain stat- 
ic, to  barden in to  the "o n ly "  way; the 
terrain o f struggle must be constantly ex- 
panded, and grounded in everyday life , in 
our subjective experiences o f the worid, 
i f  they are to  be effective.

Perhaps none o f  th is realiy matters, 
since the po in t o f the action was a sym- 
bo lic protest? I d o n 't th ink  so; precisely 
because i t  was symbolic, and because any 
S y m b o l can be appropriated by Power,
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a n o th a r  day o f  d e s i r e  c » n s ta n tly  f r ^ _

Today, in  a  worid ubere a l l  the apologista o f  Power—be t te y  l e f t i s t s ,  
in te lle c tu a la , bosses, p r ie s ta , unión lea d e rs , teach ers— a e ll  tb e  sv i«  oíd irea- 
sage, the hadtneyed l i e s  o f  s a e r lf ie e ,  se lf-re n u n c ia tlc n , sutR iisslcn, and v4)ere 
" le is u r e  tim e" i s  errpty o f  jo y  and ju s t  a  rest-u p  fo r  vn rk ; in  th is  worid there 
a re  no more l l lu s lc n s .  Nene o f  the a b su rd ities  o f  Power are  any looger sa fe  
fro n  the weapons o f  laughter and negaticn . The p ro je c t  o f  liv in g  d if fe re n tly  
b e g ^  here and n«v, in  each one o f  us víien we re  fo se  to  suhnit to  the i» 3 ig -  
n i t ie s  o f  everyday l i f e .  Qo ahead, laugh in  the face  o f  your erp lcy er and r e -  
marber, s te a lin g  i s  funl
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'th is  ís im portant. I aiso th in k  tha t, say, 
brickíng Windows can be p re tty  symbolic.

American capital rteeds its empire, and 
I cannot see U .S  íntervention in Central 
America or anywhere else as an epipheno- 
menon. The logic o f imperíalism, o f col- 
onizatíon, o f appropriation, is at the very 
heart o f Leviatfian, and let's no t forget 
tha t U.S. c ivilization is really the culmína- 
tion  o f the whole o f the antinatural, 
Deathcultural trad ition  tha t is better 
known as Western C ivilization. As Stan­
ley Diamond says in tn  Search o f  the 
Prím itive, "C iv iliza tion  originates in con- 
quest abroad and repression a t home."
So, white I am glad th a t yesterday's pro­
test took  place, the feeling tha t I got from 
people tha t aid to  The contras is as far as 
the probiem goes upset me.

I suppose tha t I am askíng, w hat does

i t  mean to  have a visión o f a decentralized, 
communitarian society th a t lives in har- 
mony w ith  the earth? And pointing to  
the need fo r us to  clearly define our reía- 
tionship to  such libe ra l/le ft coalitions as 
yesterday's. tn mass gatheringswe need 
to  maintain our ídentities (fo r lack o f a 
better word) as anti-authoritarians (gen- 
eric catch-all—like you said in you r last 
issue, I would n o t cali myself an anardiist, 
though I desire anarchy, and shudder at 
the idea o f anarch/sm), while offering the 
support we can and  maintaining our own 
activities. As fo r  symbolic protests like 
yesterday's, while I may be present, I 
d o n 't foresee myself getting arrested—at 
least no t fo r the planned arrestsl

M itchell Houston
Santa Cruz CA
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T h is  jo b  m akes you feel p retty  secure rig h t now
It will hav e lo  be v ib ra ted  w ith the b arg elo ad  o f  to x ic  liquid  

th a t w ill let us m easure the benefits againsl th e  risks.

Continued from  Cover

A  handful o f com m unity residents made 
the trek to  the state capital in Lansing, 
some 90 miles away. to  confron t the pol- 
iticians and corporate stooges who stood 
behind th is monstrous plan.

Thus began an intense e ffo rt by a loose 
coalition o f fríends, neíghbors and others 
\Mio have tríed to  stop the construction 
o f th is plant. Our efforts led a number o f 
US to  plunge ourselves in to  studying the 
technical aspects o f "waste management/' 
"risk  assessment" and other terms so cas- 
ually bantered about by the so-called 
experts in the field.

In less than a week we researched, 
w rote, and printed our own tabloid news- 
paper detailing our opposition to  the pot- 
iticians' plans to  poison us all. Thousands 
o f leaflets were distributed; three demon- 
strations took  place, and some 500 angry 
people appeared at a public meeting at 
d ty  hall to  confron t d ty  and state 
officials.

Complex Technological Questions
From the beginning, the complex tech­

nical questions tha t we were forced to  
master tended to  muddie the underiying 
stgnificance o f the plant construction. For 
example, such indnerator plants were ori- 
ginally touted as technological Solutions 
to  the a is is  caused by landfílling the im- 
mense amounts o f garbage produced by 
industrial capitalism and the resultant 
contamination o f water and air by the 
toxirts which leak from  dumps. C ity  of- 
ficíals contend that the C ity  w ill run ou t 
o f land-fill space w ith in  a decade. These 
arguments convinced even established en- 
vironmental groups nationally and locally

to  support indneration as the "lesser ev il."
The cred ib ility  o f these arguments be­

gan to  unravel when it was revealed that 
State environmental officials had made a 
thousandfoid calculation error in assessing 
the pollutants released and the subsequent 
cáncer risks to  the population. This forced 
the State Department o f Natural Resources 
(DNR) to  recommend "state o f the a rt"  
pollu tion control devices which 
would somewhat reduce the level o f pol­
lutants released in to  the air. A t  a raucous 
public hearing held in D etro it's  City-Coun- 
ty  Building in early A p ríl, the DNR rec- 
ommended such pollu tion contro l devices 
as "baghouses" (a teflon-coated fabric  f i l-  
ter produced; ironically, by Chemical cor- 
porations such as Dow] and "ac id  scrub- 
bers" (de-addifying lime sprayers in the 
smokestacks).

The C ity  packed the chambers w ith  
City employees being paid overtime and 
barred the doors to  over a hundred resi­
dents, while State and c ity  o ffic ia ls and 
oonsultants droned on fo r  over five hours, 
all the tim e denying those present a 
chance to  speak. The c ity  and its paid 
liars denied the publíc w ould be in any 
danger. (A t one point C ity  Finance D ir­
ector Bella Marshall, in a demeanor com- 
bining tha t o f a sadistic dom inatrix  and 
an armored robot, chastised the crowd fo r 
heckiing and fo r  such creativa signs as 
"B u rn  Politicians, N ot Plástic," and reas- 
sured angry residents, saying, " I  know 
you're all wondering what [p lant emis- 
sions] w ill do to  my car, w hat w ill they 
do to  me. We're here to  answer you r ques­
tions.") "E x p e rt"  consultants brought in 
by the C ity  from  Weston Engineering per- 
formed the ir tricks well, pronouncing 
(after a litany o f juggled statistics and 
false criteria) living in the shadow o f the 
plant "safer than eatíng a peanutbutter 
sandwich." A t 3 :30am, when most peo- 
pie had already le ft in disgust, the A ir 
Pollution Control commissíon voted to  go 
ahead w ith  the p lant even w ith o u t the 
baghousé and scrubbers.

Clean Burn?
While liberal conservationists argued 

fo r the "m ore  advanced" Controls and 
even handed out po lyvinyl stickers saying 
"Clean Burn," most local residents d id n 't

want to  see the incínerator bu ilt in any 
form . As we argued from  the start, these 
incinerators are deadly no matter what 
po llu tion  Controls are used. The lethal 
heavy metal vapors, adds and assorted 
toxins they em it include cadmium, mer- 
cury, arsenic, lead, hydrochlorie add, sul- 
phur dioxide and carbón monoxide. Par- 
ticu la rly  devastating is the release o f the 
highiy to x ic  Chemicals in the d ioxín and 
furan families—Chemicals which led to  the 
evacuation artd permanent abandonment 
o f Seveso, Ita ly  in 1976, and Times Beach, 
Missouri in 1983.

W ithout the po llu tion  Controls, in one 
year the plant w ould release tw en ty  m il- 
lion pounds o f pollutants—the largest per- 
centage made up o f acids and fiy-ash. But 
even w ith  the Controls, 1.5 m illion  pounds 
o f hydrochioric acid and three m illion 
pounds o f all other toxins w ould escape 
annually. Neither proposed design would 
stop the release o f heavy metal vapors, 
d ioxin and furans—the most deadly of 
the pollutants. A nd though indnera tion  
has been presented as an alternative to  
land-fill, about th ir ty  per cent o f the 
waste w ould remain as deadly ash and 
would have to  go—you guessed i t —to  a 
land-fill, and the  ash collected by the bag­
houses would be so to x ic  tha t i t  would 
have to  be dumped in spedal to x ic  waste 
landfills along w ith  the bag fabric worn 
o u t by the acids.

The whole argument fo r (x in tro l devi­
ces suggests tha t the production o f a 
worid o f to x ic  garbage is manageable and 
negates the necessity fo r the abo lition  o f 
industrial capitalism in its entírety. As 
one friend wrote in the tabloid we pub- 
lished, "W e are presented w ith  an illusory 
layer o f options tha t essentially says, 
'Choose your to x in . '"

The Business o f Business
O f course, big c ity  politicians aren't in 

the business o f addressing the tremendous 
problems brought about by comm odíty 
capitalism and industrial production, they 
are in the business o f txjsiness, and trash- 
to-energy is big business. To d ivert peo- 
ple's attention from  the dangers o f incin- 
eration, the c ity  adm inistration o f Mayor 
Coleman Young attacked indnerator op- 
ponents as w hite environmentalists from

Collsge/poems by Raken T. Leaves

the suburbs ou t to  s tir up problems fo r 
Young's mostiy black administration. The 
c ity  patronage machine was mobilízed to 
keep block clubs, neíghborhood assoda- 
tions and black churches (the core o f his 
support) from  stepping out o f  line.

The mayor continued to  railroad the 
project thrOugh even as i t  was revealed by 
the local press that the firm  contracted to 
buiid  th is $470 m illion incinerator. Com­
bustión Engineering, aiso has a major con- 
tract w ith  the South African government 
to  build power plants there—a d irect af- 
fro n t to  a mostiy black c ity , and essential­
ly a v io lation o f the c ity ’s own anti- 
apartheid investment ordinances. But 
Young isn 't in  the business o f opposing 
apartheid, despite his sym bolic (and com- 
fortable) arrest last year at the South A f- 
rícan Errbassy in Washington D.C., he is 
in the business o f serving business. The 
p lant he is prom oting w ill lead to  the de- 
terioration o f health and to  uncounted 
deaths o f people in th is mostiy black d ty , 
so who would expect him  to  really take 
an interest in the welfare o f black people 
in Africa?

A  Radical £dge
The movement to  oppose the inciner­

ator provided a unique opportun ity  fo r 
those in our com m unity who share an 
anti-authoritarian visión. As i t  happened, 
we were among the firs t to  disseminate 
in form ation opposing the construction of 
the plant. While trad itiona l liberal envir­
onmental groups like the Sierra Club and 
the Audubon Society continued in their 
efforts to  lobby politicians and to  submit 
to  proper prot^dure, we chose to  publicize 
and agitate on a wíder scale.

Rather than get bogged down in argu- 
ing how many deaths per m illion were 
"acceptable," we raised questions about 
the very production o f plastics (the source 
o f dioxins) and about the self-destructive 
throwaway a ttitude o f this society. While 
the leadership o f the environmental groups 
tried to  appear "rea lis tic " and responsible, 
not demanding what capital deems to  be 
impossible, we chose to  address the  p o liti­
cal question o f the capitalist megamachine 
and industrial society.

Continued on N ext Page
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The involvement o f those w illing  to  
raise these questions lent a radical edge to  
the widespread opposition to  the inciner­
a to r. Itw as encouraging to  seé some o f 
the members o f local environmental org- 
anizations break through the ir demorali- 
zation brought on by years o f realpolitick 
and start to  th in k  once more about deeper 
issues. A t one po in t, both  the Sierra Club 
and the Audubon Society changed the ir 
position, dropped the ir demand fo r  pollu- 
tion  Controls, and carne o u t against the in­
cinerator in any form .

However, i t  appears tha t the leaders of 
both organizations have become uncom­
fortable w orking w ith  those who hold a 
more radical critique or w ith  any commun­
ity  which wants to  act autonomously as an 
equal, fo r tha t matter. In an e ffo rt to  re- 
gain the ir position o f respectability the 
tw o  environmental organizations flew  in 
the ir own experts and held a meeting " fo r  
invitation o n ly "  w ith  the po litidans and 
the press. Cass Corridor residents were dis- 
couraged from  attending. The meeting 
turned out to  be rather poorly attended 
even by those fo r  whom i t  was intended.

Now th a t the federal Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPAI has stepped in 
and may possibly forcé the c ity  to  add 
the po llu tion  Controls, there is the danger 
tha t these groups w ill retreat to  the ir pre­
vious position, the state w ill pick up the 
difference, the plant w ill be b u ilt w ith  
the contro l technology, and w e 'll be poi- 
soned.

For those who in itiated much o f the 
anti-incinerator activ ity , th is experience 
raised many questions about the nature 
o f organization. Due to  our heavy involve­
ment, we fe It the pressure to  become the 
leaders o f some sort o f broad-based coa- 
lition  against the incinerator. To be "ef- 
fective" in  try in g  to  stop the plant, some 
argued, meant w orking w ith  lawyers, the 
news media, church groups and sympa- 
thetic  po litidans. I t  pressured us to  mod­
érate our politics and focus our attentíon 
on a single goal, stopping the plant.

Needless to  say, most o f us fe it  less 
than com fortable being thrust in to  this 
role. There was a marked difference be­
tween the exhiiaratíon we fe it in the early 
weeks when we feverishiy worked w ith  
cióse friends who shared similar views and 
the later period when the incinerator op­
position had moved in to  the realm of 
open public meetings. The larger group 
lacked the sense o f trust and the shared 
perspectivas o f ou r inform al a ffin ity  
group; inevitable conflicts aróse. Some o f 
us became discouraged and we d id  not 
satisfactorily solve the problems posed by 
w orking w ith  people whose views we did 
no t share.

Process o f Radicalization
This remains a probiem w h id i anti- 

authoritarians must grappte w ith  in order 
to  w ork  effectively w ith  others in our 
neighborhoods and workplaces. First o f 
a ll, we have to  fin d  the means to  transíate 
our po litica l beliefs in to action, particular- 
ly when we are faced w ith  a d irect attack 
on life  like Detro it's incinerator. Second- 
ly, we should no t underestimate the po li­
tical process o f radicalization which often 
accompanies a person's involvement in 
what appears to  be a single issue. An issue 
like garbage incineration can uitim ate ly 
lead to  an entire critique o f society, de- 
pending on people's willingness lo  uncover

The American Dream

ASYNTHETIC  
SOCIETY

The above article from  the f i f th  page o f 
the second section o f Sunday's Free Press 
relates an almost daily event, a banal mis- 
take, a roútine accident. And i t  relates it 
in a way th a t satisfies and placates the un- 
questioning reader. It begins w ith  the Dow 
Chemical spokesman's assurance tha t the 
4000 pound plástic spíll "poses no health 
th rea t," and i t  ends by reminding us that 
Dow Chemical has a training program that 
attempts to  prevent such spills. But the 
terrífy ing details are all there in between 
the assurances o f experts tha t all is under 
contro l. This isa f/e ss íth e  f if th  such spill 
fo r Dow this year. How many other 
Chemical companies are there w ith  similar 
track records? How many "accidents" 
are there?

Accordinq to  the New York Times 
(Oct. 3 ,1985), an incompleta governmen- 
tal study o f severa! States commissioned 
by the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) o f to x ic  Chemical accidents States 
tha t at least 6,928 accidents have occurred 
in the U.S. in the last five years, resulting, 
so far, in 135deathsand 15,000 injuries. 
During this tim e 420 m illion pounds of 
Chemicals have been accidentally spilled 
in to the earth or water o r emitted in to  the 
atmosphere. I f  the entire country had been 
included in this report, these figures would 
be tw o to  three times higher, according to  
one o f the study's consultants. The 
causes o f the accidents are listed as storage 
tank failure, valve problems, and human 
error.

This governmental study was initiated iri

response to  the Bhopal disaster, and 
studies have always been the o ffic ia ! re­
sponse to  public concern and outrage. An 
insidious bureaucracy made up o f control, 
research and protection agencies has para- 
s itica lly affixed itse lf to  the slippery flanks 
o f the huge industrial complex which sus- 
tains th is petro-chemical-based society.
The tac tic  is obvious—people become ac- 
customed to  reading these shocking 
(though often partial, incomplete or inac- 
curate) "o ff ic ia l"  statistics and are left 
w ith  the feeling tha t something is being 
done about a terrib le situation. But clear­
ly  we need no more studies to  realize 
tha t the entire system o f industrialization 
is responsible fo r k illing  our environment, 
our w iid life , ourselves.

While we become more aware o f the 
d irect and blatant threat posed by the 
huge Waste burning p lant planned fo r our 
neighborhood, we should be making some 
crucial connections between the business 
o f disposal and the business o f production.

It is th is system which has created the 
terms o f our existence and now o f our 
survival. It  assures us, fo r example, that 
we need nuclear power and nuclear arms, 
just as i t  assumes that war is a "necessary 
ev il" and a " re a lity "  o f our modern age.
It tells US tha t we need plastícs (producís 
we d id n 't even know about 25 years ago). 
We need materials tha t create deadly tox- 
ins both in the ir production and the ir dis­
posal. We then need land-fill and inciner- 
ators, and now we need incinerators that 
need waste to  create energy tha t we need 
to  keep this monstrous machine running. 
To suggest tha t we dismantle th is system 
o f production seems "unrea listic," " im - 
practical," and."absurd." Yet this is pre- 
cisely what we must suggest i f  we are to  
salvage our earth and recover our human- 
ity .

A  very lethal chain o f events has been 
created tha t has tied us in to  its insane pro- 
gression. This is "crackpo t realism "— 
the lunatic step by step pragmatism o f spe- 
cialists leading us toward catastrophe— at 
its most pernicíous, and m in im ally we 
should recognize its both subtie and glar- 
ing contro l over our da ily lives. Let us 
no t rely on the quick techno-fix, short- 
sighted m entality o f bureaucrats, techni- 
cians, and corporate spokespeople. Our 
blind acceptance o f the ir Solutions and 
our w illing  allegiance to  the ir m yopic 
"expertise" have le ft us w ith  a ta inted and 
noxious w orld, a plástic civilization, which 
depends on our passive compliance fo r  its 
perpetuation.

The above artic le  is reprinted from  the tab lo id  published by Cass Corridor residents to  agítate against the construction o f Detro it's trash-to-energy 
incinerator. They can be contactad c /o  P.O. Box 02455, D e tro it MI 48202,

reactionary Rambo gazette, the D etro itthe hidden connections between seemingly 
unrelated aspects o f our lives. Every social 
struggle holds the potential fo r becoming 
a battie against the modern technological 
society as a whole.

In tha t sense, despite setbacks, we still 
feel positive about our involvement in 
th is  figh t. While we are a long way from  
stopping the incinerator, we have to  some 
degree been able to  particípate in creating 
a context in which the entire question o f 
life today could begin to  emerge. W ith 
very lim ited resources, we reached people 
throughout the c ity  and helped make them 
aware o f a horrendous project tha t the 
C ity wanted kept quiet. A long w ith  other 
opponents o f the plant, we were labelled 
"environm ental te rro ris is" by the ard i-

News, and an obviously nervous c ity  ad- 
m inistration responded to  our symbolic 
gesture o f planting a mapte sapling a t the 
site by handing o u t t in y  seedlings to  the 
honchos present at the groundbreaking 
ceremony w hile cops kept demonstrators 
at bay a few  blocks away.

While we haven't stopped the inciner­
ator, it  hasn't been bu ilt ye t either. Incin- 
erators have even been b u ilt in other cities 
on ly to  be closed down w ith in  weeks o f 
starting operation, and some countries, 
such asSweden, have imposed moratoria 
on such plants. As the horrors o f petro- 
chemical civilization loom larger every 
day, people are beginning to  realize that 
it  w ill take far more than lobbying poli-

ticians and begging fo r  favors from  the 
powerful to  stop this project and others 
like it.  But i t  can be done—and people 
are increasingly aware o f  what i t  w il l take 
to  do it: a d irect confrontation w ith  in­
dustrial society and its power stfucture, 
and a visión o f a d ifferent way o f life  
based on being, no t having.

This was what we had in mind when 
we planted the maple tree. The corporate 
technocrats and c ity  politicians fenced in 
our lit tie  sapling and promised to  replant 
i t  near the ir incinerator. Our task is to  
fin d  a way to  replant all o f them, so that 
many more saplings like ours can thrive, 
so tha t we can too.

-C harles Willis
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"People Aren't Ready to Let May 4th Die"

REMEMBERING 
KENT STATE

Wien I entered Kent State University in the Fall of 
1975 i t  was by no means a revolutionary situation I 
was stepping in to . I t  is ironic, because ever since the 
shooting on May 4 ,1 9 7 0  by Ohio National Guardsmen 
o f th irteen students, resulting in the death o f fou r and 
the wounding o f nine others, Kent had gained an al- 
most woridw ide reputation as being a radical campus. 
But when I was there in 1975 and 1976 the average 
member o f the student body had about as much con- 
nection w ith  what happened there just a few  years 
earlier as they d id  w ith  the man on the moon.

I went to  Kent State in 1975 in search o f student 
radicaiism. I d id  no t fin d  it.  In five short years the 
remnants o f my mecca had been so w idely scattered 
tha t they were now almosl unrecognizable. The few 
hardiine maxist-leninists tha t s till hung around the cam­
pus spent more tim e fighting among themselves than 
any "com m on enem y." and inspired more amusement 
than enthusiasm from  the student body. My peers

seemed on ly to  w ant a piece o f the American dream. 
They d id n 't have tim e to  be bothered w ith  images o f 
the '60's.

Besides, everyone knew th a t the 70's was the "m e " 
decade, responsible actívists were now interested in the 
effects o f processed food on the human body, Trans- 
actional Analysis, Transcendental Meditation, EST, 
Primal SCTeam Therapy, and so fo rth . The phrase 
"s t i l l  living in the 60 's" became almost a stígma, and 
nobody wanted tha t hanging around the ir neck. Some 
even said the 60’s died and was buried at Kent State.

I had grown up in a po litíca lly  conservatíve fam ily, 
and had been carefully shielded from  the pitched bat- 
ties between pólice and anti-V ietnam war protestors 
during the late 60's tha t culminated in the shootings 
at Kent, just 50 some miles from  the same tow n where 
I grew up. So, in a large sense I was n o t aware o f the 
day-to-day events going on around me at tha t time, 
and ye t they le ft the ir indelible mark on me nonethe-

As the imperial war machine killed two million Vietnamese, so too did it tum against its domestic 
opponents with a fury. At Kent State University on May 4, 1970, five innocent young college students 
fe ll victim to National Guard gunfire and the shots still echo in the lives o f  many.

less.
So much so tha t when I firs t saw the pictures o f 

Guardsmen kneeling in tig h t form ation, pointing their 
loaded weapons in to a crowd o f largely bewildered 
students (some o f whom  were actually "protesting," 
an offense not norm ally punished by death), some 

o f whom were on ly watching or on the ir way to  class,
I fe It an instinctive connection w ith  the students.

Gun Down the People
O f course the gunníng down o f people o f color had 

been accepted as a matter o f course ever since our 
forefathers firs t landed on th is continent, and it was 
just ten days Iater, on May 14, 1970 tha t black stu­
dents Phillip  Gibbs and James Green were killed by 
pólice at Jackson State University in Mississippi. So 
blacks w ould be quite correct in saying tha t to  focus 
exclusively on the k illing  o f middie-class white students 
at Kent. w hile ígnoring the fac t tha t th is had been 
standard treatment fo r people o f color who stood up 
fo r the ir rights fo r  centuries, w ould simply be another 
more subtie fo rm  o f racism. But Kent State perhaps 
more than any other íncident showed tha t power 
knows no foounds, and that when th is nation's immoral 
war in Southeast Asia was unmasked fo r w hat i t  tru ly  
was, even the d iild ren  o f the power structure were no t 
exempt from  its headless and soulless march.

A fte r I found o u t in 1975 tha t Kent was not a hot- 
bed o f student radicaiism le ft over fro m  the 60's, it 
d id  no t take me long to  drop out. It  took tw o  quarters, 
to  be exact (not really a fa ir tim e period fo r higher 
education to  show me what i t  had to  o ffe r). For about 
a year I hung around Brookfíeld, Ohio generally actíng 
n ih ílis tic  and alienated (isn 't tha t what all 19 year oids 
are supposed to  do?). Then in 1977 something hap­
pened tha t drew me back to  Kent, and i t  wasn't fo r 
more classes.

Tent C ity vs. Gymnasiuin
It seemed the University adm inistration wanted to 

buíld a new gymnasium on the » te  where Allíson 
Krause, Jeffrey M iller, Sandra Scheuer and W illiam 
Schroeder had been k illed  . I heard tha t a te n t c ity 
had been erected on the site by a m otley crew o f stu­
dents, ex-students and outside agítators (mostiy the 
latter) called the May 4 th  C oalition. A t f i r s t ! could 
no t believe m y ears. I had jus t about given up on any- 
th ing like th is occurring. ar>d in those pre-1980 days 
before the revitalization o f the peace movement, there 
seemed to  be ampie evidence all around me tha t acti- 
vísm as a social forcé in America was dead.

So I held o ff fo r a w hile, th ínking perhaps the 
whole th ing w ould b low  over. I t  was fina lly  when I 
heard on the radio tha t an u ltim átum  had been given 
to  the ten t c ity  protestors tha t they w ould either 
evacúate the premises so that construction could 
begin or face arrest th a t I went scurrying fo r  my sleep- 
ingbag and puptent.

I hitched the 50 miles to  Kent State and in no time 
found myself in the middie o f a revolutionary situation! 
There were hundreds o f people on blanket h i l l—singing, 
chanting, eating, sieeping—I fe it as if I had died and 
gone to  Woodstodc. I t  was on the morning o f my th ird  
day there tha t the pólice moved in to  make the arrests.

It was n o t quite as scary as seven years earlier.
This tím e the authorities carried neither guns ñor fixed 
bayonets (just long clubs). We all sat on the ground 
roughiy half way between where the shots had been 
fired in 1970 and where the students fe ll. and taking a 
cue from  the civil rights movement, we linked arms 
w ith  the people to  each side and legs around the per- 
son in fron t. This certainly d id  n o t make it any easier 
fo r  the pólice to  remove us, b u t a ll in a ll, remarkable 
restraint was shown on both sides.

One hundred ninety-three o f us were arrested that 
day, including the parents o f slain student Sandra 
Scheuer, and Alan Canfora and his sister, who were 
wounded in tha t same spot in 1970, w ith  th e ir par­
ents.

For this action we spent less than a day in the 
Portage County Jail, mostiy taken up in booking pro- 
cedures (the usual 1,000 sets o f fingerprints and so 
fo rth ). A fte r our release a good number o f us were

Continuad on back page
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Haymarket
Continued from  page 1 

day); Spain 1936 (which unfortunately, 
but perhaps ínevitably, turned into a dis­
cussion on Central America); build ing the 
anarchist movement (which according to  
one partic ipant degenerated in to  the age- 
oíd hot air sessions about Computer net- 
works, 3 national federation and a national 
press): personal politics and anarchy; what 
is anarchy?; and anarchy and social revotu- 
tio n /w h y  revolutions fa il.

O f course there were many inform al 
discussions as well, bu t despite meeting 
new friends and oíd, those o f us from  the 
F ifth  Estate missed taiking w ith  many 
people from  around the country, inctud- 
ing FE sustainers and others w ith  whom 
we would have liked to  make contact. It 
was an excitíng tim e, in spite o f the craz- 
iness and chaos, and we wísh we could 
have spent more time a t it.

On Thursday, May 1, anarchistsand 
other conferees participated in the tradi- 
tiona lly  marxist Piisen march (an oíd Germ­
án worker's d is tric t, now a Latino barrio), 
spontaneously leaving the march at one 
po in t and coming cióse soon afterwards to  
a major con fron ta ron  w ith  Chicago's cops. 
During the standoff the marchers fina lly  
had to  disperse but managed after some ne- 
gotiation to  free tw o  people who had been 
arrested.

"E ve ry th ing -and  N oth ing"
On Friday, conference participants had 

our own march, a to u r w ith  no perm it to  
sucíi monuments to  A u tho rity  as the jai!, 
c ity  hall, the stock exchange (where to y  
money was throw n at businessmen, and 
brokers watching us from  the Windows 
above were urged to  jum p by the crowd), 
IBM, the South African Consulate, the 
struck Chicago Tribuna, and a fancy 
shopping d is tric t where the proverbial shit 
h it the fan, and 38 people were arrested 
fo r disorderly conduct, "m ob action against 
the State," and one person fo r desecrating 
a U.S. flag (now a felony).

A t an intersection near the stock ex­
change where we momentarily blocked 
tra ff ic , a well-dressed oider woman was 
overheard asking a cop, "W hat organiza- 
tion  is th is?" He replied, "They 're  no t any 
organization, they're anarchists."

And to  her question, "W hat do they 
w ant?" he replied w ith  astonishing perspi- 
cacity. "E ve ry th ing -and  noth ing ."

The scene at IBM was exhilarating 
—one o f the w ildest scenes I can remember 
in many years o f demonstrations. Amid 
war whoops, screams and chants o f "IB M  
out o f  South A frica , South Am erica," etc. 
un til every continent got covered, people 
blockaded the building and closed i t ,  and 
many proceeded to  pound on the píate 
glass Windows and the metal coverings on 
the pillars, creating a great din. (I saw one 
anarchist @ drawn on the w indow  while 
the geeks in suits gaped incredulously from 
the other side.) Money and a flag were 
burned, which almost caused a brawl w ith  
the cops, bu t they still d id  no t attack, 
which we found  amazing at the time. Re­
member, th is is the forcé tha t massacred 
workers a hundred years ago, tha t massa­
cred workers during the Republic Steel 
strike in 1937, and perhaps many o f the 
same cops who attacked peace demonstra- 
tors in 1968 and who slaughtered the 
Black Panthers in the ir beds in 1969, and 
who brutalize people every day in Chica­
go's poorer neighborhoods.

The cops had been fo llow ing us all along

in large numbers, hissing tha t the march 
was a "ca ttie  drive" and th a t at the end 
they w ould all have the ir own Haymarket 
commemoration, each "take  his own an­
archist to  lunch," as someone later report- 
ed being to ld . The mob was meandering, 
and fo r  those o f us no t from  Chicago, we 
fe it a lit tie  powerless to  control events.
By IBM, things were threatening to  go be- 
yond the po in t o f no return, so some of 
US decided to  make our own way to  the 
cop monument to  Haymarket, where the 
march was supposed to  end.

(This is the base o f the statue bu ilt in 
1889, funded by Chicago capitalists after 
a public "popular subscription fu n d " pro­
meted by the Chicago Tribuna raised only 
$150 in ten months. This statue has had 
an interestíng history o f its own, including 
bombings and vandalism. In 1927, on the 
41st anniversary o f the Haymarket meet­
ing, a streetcar driver drove his car fu ll 
speed and jumped the track, knocking the 
statue o ff  its  base. In 1968, the statue was 
defaced w ith  black paint, and in 1969 and 
1970 i t  was blown up. In February 1972 
the statue was removed from  the base and 
moved to  Pólice Headquarters, before f in ­
a lly going to  the Pólice Academy, in an 
area not accessable to  the publíc. On May- 
day 1972 anarchists and Wobblies tried to  
place a paper mache statue o f anarchist 
Haymarket m artyr Louis Lingg on the 
base b u t the cops turned o u t in forcé to 
prevent it.)

We fina lly  found  the statue base after 
taking a few wrong turns, bu t no one else 
showed, though there were p lenty o f  anar- 
chíst @'s spraypainted nearby. The statue 
inscription read, "F rom  the C ity  o f Chica­
go in honor o f her heroes who defended 
her against the r io t."  A  friend etched out 
"heroes" as best he could and wrote "m ur- 
derers" in its place.

Dancing in the Nude
We learned later tha t after IBM, a sim i­

lar scene had ensued at the South African 
Ctonsulate and the Chicago Tribuna (where 
marchers fraternized w ith  striking w ork­
ers), and approaching a bourgeois shop­
ping area. some peopie had begun running 
in and out o f stores, and a w indow  was 
broken in a hotel. There the cops began 
arresting people who had started to  dis­
perse, grabbíng those who looked noncon- 
fo rm is t o r who carried flags, who ran too 
slow or ran too  fast, o r who tried to  inves­
tígate the arrests o f others.

That night there was a lengthy discus­
sion about the demonstration while a small 
group worked frenetically to  get people ou t 
o f ja il. There was much heated discussion 
on responsibility, how to  do demonstra­
tions, decision-making, tactics, and the 
rest, which was all very interesting but in- 
conclusive.

On Saturday night after a day o f work- 
shop>s and prtsoner support, there was a 
banquet, conversation and dancing. (Same 
fo lks  danced in  various States o f undress, 
w hich prompted an oid-tim er to  remark 
th a t he was surprised tha t so much fun 
could be had w ith  so lit tie  liquor, b u t , 
frank iy , " In  1936 we were dancing in the 
nude.") By th is tim e everyone had gotten 
ou t o f ja il, and the air was festive. We had 
made our points here and there, and every­
one fe lt  enthusiastic about rubbing shoul- 
ders w ith  other strange people like our­
selves.

On Sunday we w ent to  Waldheim Cem- 
etery where the Haymarket victims are

Continued on Back Page

Anarchy, then and now: Abova, Haymarket, 1886. Below, Chicago Anarchist Gatharing, May 
1986. By the way, that's "W ork inynen o f « / / tongues, u n ite ."  photo—S. Izma
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President Reagan carne in to  o ffice w ith  
an understanding apparently lacking in 
the tw o  previous administrations which 
had been still reefing from  the egregious 
defeat o f the U.S. imperial forces in Viet- 
nam: I f  U.S. capital was to  continué to  
function successfully as a permanent war 
economy <as i t  has since 1942), a corres- 
ponding warpsyc/)os/s was going to  have 
to  be created to  ju s tify  programs o f eco- 
nomic austerity fo r the working class and 
poor while making enormous expenditures 
o f State funds fo r  armaments.

Reagan and the right wing attem pt 
th is politíca lly by heightening the  rhetoric 
o f ínter-imperial con flic t ("the  evil em­
p ire ," " th e  fig h t against terrorísm ," etc.) 
which became illegitim ate during the 
Ford-Carter interregnum; cu ltura lly by 
creation o f the previously discredited war 
genre movies such as "R am bo," b u t in­
cluding recent bloodthirsts like  "Iro n  
Eagle" and "T o p  G un." These elements 
are combined w ith  media manipulatíon o f 
a never-ending series o f self-induced "c ri- 
ses" which g lo rify  battie, stress m ilita ry 
Solutions, and extend tíie  lie tha t the U.S.

empire is "defending" itse lf against a 
host o f endiess enemies. A ll o f this seem- 
ing ly creates the need fo r ever more war 
preparations (the basis o f the Reagan 
economic "recovery") and to  create an 
atmosphere in which actual war can be 
waged against small States like  Grenada, 
Libya and ultim ately, Nicaragua.

We can th in k  o f a number o f ways this 
war psychosis can be fought including 
continually exposing Reagan's lies about 
the trumped up crises such as the Libyan 
and Nicaraguan sítuations; combating the 
war-iike cultural images being peddied; 
supporting d ra ft reglstration resistance; 
and helping to  foster indiscipline and mu- 
tin y  against imperial m ilita ry  adventures 
w ith in  the armed forces.

The fo llow ing tw o  articles take up the 
last consideration. The firs t comes from  
a leaflet by the Angry Vyorkers Group, 
2000 Center St., No. 1200, Berkeley CA 
94704, which was passed o u t during Fleet 
Week in San Francisco last October. We

th in k  i t  is v ita lly  im portant tha t the long 
history o f m ilita rv  rebellions no t be lost. 
However, we th ink  i t  is a mistake to  dis- 
miss other efforts fo r peace.

Uiddie-class anti-war forces during the 
Víetnam co n flic t form ed the basis o f  the 
domestic opposition to  the war and often 
created the context in which Gl opposi­
tion  expressed itself. AIso, material aid 
fo r Gl coffee houses, anti-war newsletters, 
as well as support fo r  deserters and AWOL 
soidiars carne from  those who were neith­
er soldiers ñor workers. Instead, they op- 
posed the U.S.' genoddal war on ethícal 
and politica l grounds, and one can on ly 
assume tha t the same was true in  other 
wars where revolutionary mutiníes occur- 
ed. Let's no t toss anyone aside because 
they do n o t f i t  properly in to  some 
abstract schema.

The second article is a reprin t from  the

Nov. 11,1971 F ifth  Estate and details the 
depth o f anti-war sentiment aboard one 
U.S. Navy vessel. We recently spoke to  a 
Navy veteran who served just 5 years Iater 
and who to id  us tha t he had no idea such 
resistance had occurred. This is indeed a 
hidden history and as the war crisis 
mounts, we hope to  run more reprints 
from  the V ietnam era to  illustrate the futí 
picture o f both civilian and m ilita ry  oppo- 
sition to  the war.

During tha t period, the F ifth  Estate 
had a po licy o f sending free subscriptions 
to  Gis to  combat the poisonous propa­
ganda they received from  the m ilita ry.
We are re-instituting tha t policy again as 
o f this issue. We hope other papers w ill 
do sím ilarly.

DO N 'T REGISTER! DON'T FIG HT!

VJashingto" battie

I Fort BraSQ

Wiétñám'"®''

 ̂ bV tbro« '"J vets « t u r ^

Mutinies Can Stop U.S. Wars
I he past few years have seen a Whole­

sale rewriting o f the history o f American 
involvement in Vietnam. From the  o ffi- 
da l government versions o f the events to  
extremely v io lent televisión shows and 
movies like The Deer H unter and Rambo, 
the people who rule us are attem pting to  
glamorize the slaughter o f the Indochínese 
Wars as a pre/ude to  the n e x t war. It  
míght be in the Phillipines or Southern 
A frica , Central America or Korea. It 
m ight be fought on five or ten fron ts  si- 
multaneously w ith  the Soviet Union. Or 
maybe th e y 'll send us o f f  to  massacre the 
populatíons o f Spain or Ita ly  o r Brítain in 
the suppression o f a revolutionary civil 
war in Western Europe.

The pressures o f the worid-wide eco­
nom ic crisis are pushing the rulers o f the 
United States towards war. A nd the cor- 
porate executives, politicians and bureau- 
crats who w ill p ro fít most from  a war are 
preparing us by a reproduction o f extreme­
ly nationalistic valúes and hatred o f people 
from  other parts o f the w orid , pushing 
everything from  Saturday morning car- 
toons and toys fo r children tha t glamorize 
nuclear war and bacteriológica! weapons 
to the camouflage clothing tha t became 
fashionable shortly after the Iranian Hos- 
toge crisis o f 1979-1980. The rulers o f

Russia are using sim ilar propaganda tac­
tics to  get the Soviet w orking class lined 
up to  figh t and die fo r the ir bosses.

The ruling circles o f the United States 
are preparing fo r a big war. A  war fo r 
which they hope tha t the people in the 
A rm y and the Navy and the kids they 'll 
d ra ft w ill qu ie tly  and unquestioningly 
w ork, k ill and die. And a part o f their 
reason fo r  wanting us to  fo rge t what 
really happened in Vietnam is so we'll 
forget w hat defeated the ir war e ffo r ts -  
and the ímportance o f the resistance o f 
the enlisted men and women against the 
war effort.

Soldiers In Revolt — "Seasick Saílors"
The firs t major symptoms in Vietnam 

o f the breakdown o f respect fo r  author­
ity  in the m ilita ry  emerged among the 
ground troops o f the A rm y and the  Ma­
rine Corps. For soldiers in the combat 
zone, a radical opposition to  the  w ar be­
came an im portant part o f avoiding hor­
rib le in jury o r death. From the more 
míld form s o f po litica l protest and dls- 
obedience o f war orders the resistance 
among the ground troops grew in to  a 
massive and widespread "quasi-m utiny" 
by 1970 and 1971.

Soldiers would go on "search and

avoid" missions, in tentiona lly skirting 
clasheswith the Vietnamese and often 
holding three-day-long p o t parties instead 
o f fighting. Commanders w ould be 
threatened w ith  "fragg¡ngs"{fragmenta- 
tion  grenades), forcing them to  w orry 
more about the ir own troops than about 
the "enem y." War equipment w ould be 
sabotaged and destroyed. By 1972 
roughiy three hundred anti-war and anti- 
m ilita ry  newspapers, w ith  ñames like 
Harass the Brass, A ll  Hands Abandon  
Ship and Star-Spang/ed Bum m er had 
been put ou t by enlisted people. Riots 
and anti-war demonstrations broke out 
on bases in Asia, Europe and in the 
United States. By the early 1970's the 
government had to  begin pulling o u t o f 
the ground war and switching to  an "a ir 
w ar." largely because the ground troops 
who were supposed to  do the fighting 
were paralyzing the worid 's mightiest 
m ilita ry  forcé by the ir sabotage and 
resistance.

W ith the shifting over to  an "a ir  w ar" 
strategy, the Navy became an im portant 
source o f resistance to  the war. In re­
sponse to  the racism th a t prevailed inside 
the Navy, black and w hite  saílors often 
rebelled together. The most significant 
o f these rebellions took  place on board

the U.S.S. Constel/ation o f f  o f Southern 
California in November 1972. In re­
sponse to  a threat o f  less-than-honorable 
discharges against severa! black saílors, a 
group o f over one hundred black and 
white saílors staged a day and a half long 
sit-in. A fte r docking in San Diego, 132 
sailors were allowed to  go ashore, and 
refused orders to  reboard the ship sev- 
eral days Iater, staging a defiant dockside 
strike on the morning o f November 9th 
—perhaps the largest act o f mass defiance 
during the war, In spite o f the serious- 
ness o f the rebellion, no t one o f the 132 
sailors involved was arrested.

Sabotage was a very useful tactic. On 
May 26, 1970, the U.S.S. Anderson was 
preparing to  steam from  San Diego in to 
the Pacific fo r  Vietnam. Butsomeone 
had dropped nuts. bolts and chains down 
the main gear shaft. A  major breakdown 
occurred, resulting in several thousand 
dollars w orth  o f damage and a delay o f 
several weeks. Several sailors were 
diarged, bu t because o f a lack o f evi­
dence the case was dismissed. W ith  the 
escalation o f Naval involvement in the 
war the level o f sabotage grew. In July 
o f 1972, w ith in  the space o f three weeks,

Continued on N ext Page
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"Stop The Coral
NIDr
REPRINT 

Nov. 25, 1971

f r r

....

ALAM EDA. C a lit.-W ith  a Navy band 
blaring "Anctfiors Aweigh," the USS Coral 
Sea sailed out o f the Golden Gate fo r Viet- 
nam Nov. 12 despite a mass petition drive 
by anti-war saílors, an offer o f sanctuary 
to  deserters from  the Berkeley, Calif. City 
Council and a threat o f mass disruption 
from  civiiian picketers.

AIso. three officers aboard the Coral 
Sea handed in the ir resignatíon requests 
in protest against the Indochina war.

A  "S top the Coral Sea" demonstratíon 
in which demonstrators in cars were sup- 
posed to  cause a tra ffic  jam in fro n t of 
the east gate o f the Alameda Naval Station 
was thwarted by Navy pólice. They waved 
the surprised demonstrators in to  the base, 
over a circuitous rm te , and o u t anomer 
gate.

Another disruption, in which protestors 
were to  leave junked cars in a h i^ w a y

tunnel connecting Alameda w ith  Oakiand, 
appeared at firs t to  have slowed tra ffic  in 
the tunnel, but i t  later turned out a gov- 
ernment vehicle which had broken down 
was the cause.

Seventeen persons were arrested in the 
demonstrations, most fo r stopping their 
cars .and getting out during the ir brisk 
tr ip  through the base.

Several persons were injured by cars as 
they stood on the híghway approaching 
the naval base, includíng one woman who 
had her leg broken when struck by a 
vehicle d rivenby a Navy officer. About 
1,000 demonstrators in all took part.

The Berkeley C ity Council offered iu  
facilitíes fo r asylum fo r  m ilitary deserters 
and d ra ft resisters, touchíng o ff  denuncia- 
tions from  other Berkeley and Alameda 
County officials. The council in a 6-1 vote 
approved a resolution " to  provide a facil­

ity  fo r  sanctuary" fo r "any person who is 
unw illíng to  particípate in m ilita ry  action ."

The resolution was considered to  he un- 
precedented fo r a c ity  governing body in 
the United States.

Edward E. Kallgren,regardedasa mod­
érate on the council, said the action was 
not defying the "supremacy o f the US 
government o r its legitimate powers."

"We want to  dramatiza our opposition 
to this war and our belief tha t the war has 
a direct adverse effect on all the cities of 
the country,"

AIso, 10 Bay Area churches offered 
their facilitíes as sanctuary fo r m ilitary 
deserters, specifically mentioning that 
the ir facilitíes would be open fo r men 
from  the navy carrier,

"A n ti-w a r Sentíment Runs H igh"

The c ity  resolution warned city em- 
ployees against aiding "any ínvestigatíon, 
public or clandestine, of the sanctuary" 
o r joining in the arrest o f any m ilita ry dis- 
senter. The councilmen said c ity  policemen 
were included in the ban.

The 63,000 ton Coral Sea, the attack 
carrier which carried ou t the firs t air strike 
against North Vietnam in 1965. le ft fo r its 
sixtti tou r o f Vietnamese waters..

The campaign to  keep the ship from 
saílíng was begun several months ago by 
sailors aboard the carrier calling themselves 
Save Our Ship (SOS).

The men, w ith  civiiian support, collect- 
ed over 1,000 signatures on a petition ask­
íng that the ship no t return to  Vietnam 
despíte the e ffo rt o f the ship's captain to 
stop the e ffo r t  The aircraft carrier com- 
mander, C ap t W illiam Harris, destroyed 
orte_petition w ith  300 signatures on i t  and

sent three sailors to  the brig and transfer- 
red 12 men o ff the ship in an attem pt to 
stop the drive.

SOS received support not on ly  from 
enlisted men, but from  officers as well. In 
a statement o f resignatíon from  the Navy, 
three officers, L t  James Laniu, James R. 
Meyerand Ensign Frank H. Philips said, 
"We do not wish to be a part o f the con- 
linu ing insanity o f the Vietnam War,"

It is anticipated that all three officers 
w ill be discharged from the Navy immed- 
iately, b u l offic ia l confirmation rests with 
the Secretary o f the Navy in Washington.

The three aiso stated that "Anti-war 
sentiment runs high aboard the Coral Sea, 
no t only among the enlisted men, but 
among the ship's officers as well."

They speculated that most persons with 
anti-war feelings, especially officers, were 
silent on the issue, perhaps fo r fear o f re- 
prisal by command. They emphasized, 
however, that "SOS is not'the only group 
aboard who would líke to  see the Coral 
Sea stay ou t o f the war."

Since it seems that the civiiian anti- 
war movement, as i t  is presently constitu- 
ted, is not capable of ending the war, that 
task may have to  fa li to those most effec- 
ted by it — the Gis themselves. This is 
not w ithou t precedent in American his- 
to ry . When World War II ended in 1945 a 
massGI movement was bu ilt around the 
theme o f "B ring the Troops Home" and 
saw marches o f tens o f thousands in such 
wide f  fung areas as Manila and París.

Word reaching this paper says tha t anti- 
war organízing ts going on in every carrier 
in the Pacific w ith the most immediate 
target being to  prevent the USS Ranger
from  sailing in January.

Mutinies
Continued from  Previous Page

tw o  o f the Navy's a ircraft carriers were 
pu t o u t o f commission by sabotage. On 
J u ly lO , a massive fíre swept through 
the Adm iral's quarters and radar center 
o f the U.S.S. Foresta!, causing over seven 
m illion  dollars in damage, and delaying 
the ship's deploym ent fo r over tw o

months. In late Ju ly , the U.S.S. Ranger 
was docked at Alameda. Just days be­
fore the  ship's scheduled departure fo r 
Vietnam, a paint-scraper and tw o 
tweive-inch bolts were inserted in to  the 
number-four-engine reduction gears 
causing nearly one m illion dollars dam­
age and forcing a three and a hatf 
month delay in  operations fo r extensive 
repairs. The sailor charged in the case 
was acquítted. In other cases, saílors

tossed equipment over the sides o f ships 
w hile a t sea. The House Armed Servicer 
Committee summed up the crisis o f  re­
bellion in the Navy:

"The U.S. Navy is now confronted 
w ith  pressures. . .  which, i f  n o t con- 
tro lled , w ill surely destroy its enviable 
trad ítion  o f discipline. Recent instances 
o f sabotage, r io t, w illfu l disobedience o f 
orders, and contem pt fo r  au thority  . . .  
are clear-cut symptoms o f a dangerous 
deterioration o f  discipline."

That resistance and contem pt fo r  the 
m ilita ry  by enlisted people was often 
d irectly  línked to  civiiian resistance to 
the war, and to  the beginning o f social 
unrest in the United States itself. Men 
whn had learned to  rebel inside the armed 
forces contributed to  the beginnings o f a 
w ildcat workers's movement in the auto 
factories o f Michigan and Ohio, and the 
coalminers' strike in 1977.

Along w ith  the uprisings in the inner 
cities o f the United States, the rebellions 
in the armed forces were the Amv:rican 
expression o f a wave o f worid-wide w ork­
ing class revolt, occurring in the same 
period as the General Strike in France in 
May 1968, the big strlkes in Ita ly  and 
Germany in 1969, the insurrection in P o l- 
and in 1970, a series o f riots and strikes 
in Brazil, Argentina, and the Shanghai 
General Strike against the state-capitalist 
d ictatorship o f Mao Tse-Tung.

The era we find  ourselves in, an era of 
re-emerging w orking class com bativity on 
an international scale since the late 1960's, 
recalls in many ways the years fo llow ing 
W orld W a r), which like World War 11, 
was a d irect result o f  the com petition 
between the major capitalist powers of 
the day fo r  w o fid  markets. But unlike 
World War II, World War I did no tend 
w ith  the to ta l defeat o f one set o f  capital­
ist nations by the ir rivals. W orld War I 
wasn't ended by any liberal "peace move­
m ent," by pacifists o r "disarmament ne- 
gotia tions," W orld War I was ended by 
Wholesale collapse o f the armies and nav- 
ies o f major combatant nations like Rus- 
sia and Germany in revoiutionarY m utiny, 
by mass strikes and insurrections across 
Russia and Central Europe. The soldiers 
and sailors o f d iffe ren t nations, who were 
supposed to  hate and murder one another, 
fraternized w ith  each other, turn ing their 
guns against the ir o ffice rs , and went 
home to  fig h t fo r revolution in the ir own 
countries. There were mutinies in the 
British navy and in the armies o f the Brit- 
ish colonial empíre in Asia. Naval bases 
líke Kronstadt in Russia and Kíel and 
Wilhelmshaven in Germany became im- 
portant centers o f revolutionary organi­
zations and action. The French invasión 
o f revolutionary Russia was críppled by

Continued On Page 23
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S a ilon aboard the Jaim e  /  w ho  fought against the ir fascist o f f  icers 
and threw them overboard in Ju ly 1936.
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Mil gracias a nuestro compañero Federico por las fo to *
The people In arms defeated the fascist uprising in July 1936: the 
&>anish government's "People’s A rm y "  lost the war.
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"Hail Mary"? Not Quite

;^hristians to the Lions!

In March Jean-Luc Godard's film  "H a ii 
M arv" carne to  D etro it's Wayne State Un* 
iversity, drawing sell-out audiences and 
vio lent demonstrations from  christian- 
fascist groups. The film  is a modern re- 
te lling o f an already boring (and over- 
to Id ) tale, the events leading up to  the 
b irth  o f Jesús (the littl:- guy attached to  
crucifixes). In the f ilm , Joseph is a ta x i 
driver, the ángel Gabriel is a foul-mouthed 
d rifte r, and Mary is 3 gas station attend- 
ant. Despite a few  nude scenes o f Mary, 
the f i lm  is rather tame, elíciting such re- 
actions by people who saw i t  as "actual- 
ly rather sensitive" and "a  snore." True 
to  fo rm , the pope has condemned the 
film  as sacrilegious.

During the week prior to  the showing 
o f the f ilm  by WSU's Cinema Guild, re­
actionary Catholic protesters picketed 
the university campus w ith  signs like 
"Death to  the Blasphemers" and "W hat 
Would Christ Say A bout This F ilm ?"
Those people we taiked to  who had had 
exchanges w ith  this beady-eyed, slack- 
jawed, inbred crowd from  D etro it's  east 
side suburbs, had strange stories to  te l l -  
such as the campus w orker who got in to 
an argument w ith  them, to  hear such 
pearis as, " I f  you were in Russia the 
com'nists would string you up by your 
balls and to rtu re  y o u ."  When he replied,
"  I guess they 'd  do the  same to  y o u ,"  the 
answer was, "Yeah, b u t I'd  love i t . "  A fter 
a while the christians got so upset they 
dismissed him as a "d ir ty  christian-hating 
Jew ," and the w orker (an Italian-Ameri- 
can) found he had to  give them wide 
berth to  avoid being harassed.

The evening o f the  showing, several 
hundred o f god's elect showed up w ith  
banners emblazoned w ith  blue crosses, 
a statue o f the virgin surrounded by plás­
t ic  flowers on a litte r, a burly nun who 
gave every appearance o f being a female 
impersonator, and U.S. flags and crosses. 
One woman harangued the fiimgoers, " l  
wish they'd  bring back the Inquisition, 
you'd all burn a t the stake!" When some 
neighborhood-people showed up and un- 
furled a banner saying "U .S . O ut o f Cen­
tra l Am erica," some christian thugs at- 
tacked the banner and a brawt ensued.
One fascist and one o f the antiwar activista 
were taken in to  custody by the cops 
w hile the crowd howled fo r "com m ie 
b lood" (though it appeared tha t the chris­
tians shed more o f theirs in  the figh t). " I t  
was really w e ird ," someone to id  us after- 
wards, "these kids were screaming 'Go 
back to  Leningrad,’ and I said, "Whatever 
happened to  Mosoow?' b u t they d id n 't 
get it .  They were in a frenzy."

The film  which has caused all the fu r­
o r (in  New Y ork  some 5,000 demonstra­

tors were said to  protest i t )  has been lab­
elled blasphemous by christian reaction- 
aries, bu t it  is no t nearly filasphemous 
enough fo r our tastes. But even i f  i t  only 
ind irectly insults the sensibilities o f these 
good christian citizens, i t  deserves our 
gratitude. A ll State religions disgust us, 
bu t living in a "christian na tion " makes 
US relish w ith  specíal glee and scorn any 
attack on th is Elmer Fudd-like christian 
god, his insufferable son and his ectoplas- 
m ic mascot the Hoty Ghost. As one o f 
our favorite rock and ro ll songs o f all 
tim e goes (to the  accompanimant o f ap- 
propriate oo-wah-wahs and she-bop she- 
bops), "Jesús on the cross /The blood is 
dripping /G et another nail /H is head is 
slipping." Frenzied christians can oniy 
bring one th ing to  m ind: the arena. Bon 
appetit!

The fo llow ing declaration and open 
letter to  christian c ivilization was sent to  
US from  a group calling itself the Mad 
Queen Society o f Inoendiaries.

"G od  is a pig . A n d r e  Bretón

The film  Hail Mary has been dedared 
blasphemous by religious authorítarians.
I f  anything, this film  is n o t blasphm>ous 
enough. We sp it on god—w ith  Bakunin, 
we declare th a t "The idea o f god impties 
the abdication o f human reason and jus- 
tice; i t  is the most decisive negation o f 
human lib e rty ."  What is beautifu l. loving, 
and yes, even sacred in us can on ly  be re­
pulsad by State religions, in particular the 
judeo-christian-islamic complex which has 
unleashed all manner o f atrocitíes on the 
w orld. Even i f  th is slobbering and blood- 
soaked monster existed, i t  would be neces- 
sary to  abolish him.

CHRISTIANS! Your god is the enemy o f 
human freedom l Y our religión is the sigh 
o f the oppressed and is utilized everywhere 
to  rationalize slavery and misery. The es- 
sence o f your religión is the antithesis o f 
human freedom: people on the ir knees, 
begging fo r mercy and trem bling in fear 
o f punishment. I t  fo llow s th a t th is god is 
the image o f the patriarchal autocrat; his 
rule is tyrannical, h ierard iic, bureauaatic. 
Under the dictatorship o f th is senile 
oppressor any personal or individual re- 
lationship w ith  the cosmos and its beauty 
is impossible; it  must be mediated by 
priests, a fossilized gospel, and routinized 
rituals. A ny am bivalen« is suppressed- 
one is either w ho lly  the property o f this 
astrológica! gángster, o r damned. Because 
the religión itself reflects the  structure 
o f the State, i t  comes as no surprise that 
christian bureaucrats-ministers, popes, 
priests, and other such swine w ith  only a 
miniscule number o f exceptions-have

historically been on hand to  bless the am- 
munition when contending empires march 
o ff  to  war and conquest.

PEOPLE! The judeo-christian-islamic State 
religión is the enemy o f nature. The judeo- 
christian fear o f and hatred fo r  the natural 
w orld  is weli-known to  anyone who has 
read history. For the Oíd Testament Is- 
raelítes, living in tents was a curse, and 
the wilderness, rather than being a lush 
garden or sacred space, was a horrible 
realm o f the devil to  be loathed, to  be con- 
quered and despoiled. Streams, woods 
and w ild  places are desacralized by the 
christian tradítion. The oider anim isttra- 
d itions, in which the entire w orld—stones, 
plants and animals—is alíve, is replaced by 
an abstraction in the sky. Thus through­
out christian history i t  has been n o t only 
permissible b u t necessary fo r  the christians 
to  conquer the w orld  and remake i t  in 
the ir own repressive, d istorted image. The 
murderous invasión o f the Promised Land 
by the Israelitas fleeing from  slavery in 
Egypt becomes the model fo r all fu ture 
christian conquests. particu larly in Am er­
ica, where m illions o f native people were 
kílled along w ith  hundreds o f m il lions o f 
animals who did no t f i t  in to  "G od 's plan" 
fo r the "E le c t."  The christian fears and 
dreads the wilderness, the land, the night, 
so he has tried to  establish "d o m in ió n " 
over the w orld  w ith  a series o f scorched- 
earth crusades. Pagans, "savages," wolves.

nature-worshippers, witches, nonconform- 
ists, alchemists, poets, seers, forests, all 
have come under attack, all have been put 
to  the torch and the bulldozer. And in 
the act o f v io lently repressing the wüder- 
ness, christians have « rrespond ing ly  re- 
pressed all tha t is w ild  and free in them­
selves. Christian c ivilization is profoundly 
denatured, robbed o f animal tru th , o f 
genuine spiritual light. It has become so 
distorted tha t i t  can on ly respond to  the 
other w ith  enormous crim es-m ethodical 
and elaborately perfected technological 
form s o f murder and plunder to  repress 
its own ineicapable dread. Christian civ­
iliza tion is doomed.

WOMAN! The judeo-christian-islamic god 
and religions are your enemies! During the 
tim e o f the original com m unity, before 
christian c ivilization and its plagues, our 
Mother was the Earth and our Father was 
the Sky, and the natural w orld , all the ani­
mal, vegetable and mineral kingdoms, were 
our fam ily. Wisdom resided in dreams and 
visions, and women were among the great- 
est visionaries and dreamers. Woman was 
a spiritual center, and b irth  and death were 
elements in an organic cycle. 'The land was 
female, and life was íntim ately associated 
w ith  planting, gathering and animal migra- 
tion  cycles. The w orld  had emerged from  
a goddesses' womb, and the firs t man was 
her son, and later her consort. In the 
judeo-christian bible one can see the 
counter-revolution, the patriarchal-statist 

Continued on next page

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



THE FIFTH ESTATE/PAGE FIFTEEN

In ttie last issue o f the FE we noted that
people should sigh w ith  relief at the ex­
plosión o f the space shuttie because o f 
its d irect relation to  the Star Wars pro- 
gram. As General Lew Alien, A ir Forcé 
Chief o f S taff, said in 1979, "Whatever 
else the shuttie does and whatever pur- 
poses i t  w ill have, the p rio rity , the empha- 
sís, the driving momentum now has to  be 
those satellite systems which are im por­
tan t to  national security."

The connection between Star Wars and 
the shuttie was evident to  many commen- 
tators, w ith  the recognition o f the insanity 
o f modern megatechnics no t fa r behind.
As Adele Símmons and John Sanbonmatsu 
w rote in the New York Times shortly after 
the explosión, it  "demonstrated w ith  grim 
fin a lity  the delusion o f 'invulnerable' tech- 
no logy," and they drew an appropríate 
conclusión; the Star Wars fantasy "w ou ld  
tu rn  the entire nation in to  a space shuttie, 
making the existence o f 200 m illion peo­
ple [here they overlooked the m illions o f 
non-Americans who would be affected] 
c»ntingent upon 'flawless' American tech- 
nology." They aiso noted th a t while the 
space shuttie launch sequence required 

Ssome 10,000 lines o f Computer program- 
ming, " th e  Star Wars software program 
would Iikely run in to  the tens o f m illions 
o f lines."

Other grisly details tríckied o u t after 
the explosión: the exposure by journalist 
Karl Grossman o f NASA's plans to  subse- 
quently launch a space shuttie «>ntaining 
46.7 pounds o f plutonium -238, the most 
to x ic  substance in the universe. I f  that

shuttie had exploded, some 57,000 curies 
o f p lu ton ium  radiation w ould have been 
released—theoretically enough to  give 5 
b illion  people lung or bone cáncer. Gov­
ernment agencies continué to  stonewail

investígators try ing  to  learn about the 
(xoposed launch and studies previously 
done on the possibilities o f fa iiure and the 
results such a fa iiure w ould bring,

Lions Continued from  
previous page

destruction o f the original comm unity 
w ith  the subsequent subjugation o f wom- 
an to  male power. In the biblical fa ls ifi- 
cation o f the earlier myths, a new story is 
to Id  o f a male de ity  who firs t (reates 
man, then woman from  the womb o f the 
man—an obvious reversal o f the trad ition  
o f the goddess. I t  is no t accidental that 
in a ll christian socíeties woman is the 
slave o f man, his property, a breeding ani­
mal fo r the purpose o f carrying on his in- 
herítance; she never belongs to  herself.
She is either a virgin o r a whore, depending 
on her status in o r her response to  male 
power. Women who respect themselves 
should have nothing bu t the most viscera! 
aversión to  this phallocratic religión and 
its slave-trading godhead.

LOVERS! The christian religión is the 
mortal enemy o f the body! Because 
christians hate and fear the body, woman, 
the night, the other in themselves: because 
they have v io len tly  repressed every mani- 
festation o f physical love, o f  ecstasy; be- 
cause the ir m yth is based on the horrid 
concept o f sin and gu ilt and the necessity 
o f w o rk ; they are the enemies o f the body 
and o f pleasure, and henee the enemies of 
a whole and healthy life. Christians be- 
íieve th a t w ork is the punishment fo r o r i­
ginal sin, and th a t drudgery-ra ther than 
laziness. poetry, music, dreams—brings 
wisdom. They have suppressed miliennia- 
old trad ltions o f sacred dancing, which are 
universal among prim itíve and tr iba l socie-

ties. They believe the flesh best clothed 
in barbed w ire and chains. rather than by 
the flesh o f one's lover. Their deniai of 
love has lead to  the murderous fantasies 
against women which are so prevalent in 
th is society. They have taken up arms 
against sexual freedom; they have distort- 
ed love to  such an extent tha t a v io lent 
and sinister libertinage has emerged as a 
pseudo-opposition to  the ir repression. But 
true love beckons, and we must heed its 
cali. Love demands tha t we taste o f the 
forbidden fru it , tha t the flesh be true to  
itself, tha t flesh and sp irit remain one and 
refuse the hídeousseparation imposed by 
religión.

THIS  GOD IS THE ENEMY OF THE 
SPIRIT! Hatred fo r  nature, freedom, love, 
and our anim ality can on ly lead to  the 
most bleak and spirit-destroying neurosis. 
This neurotic life has been crystallized in 
modern civilization. The madness that 
technology and Science has posed as 
a resolution o f this plague, is in actualíty 
the  result o f the christian desacralizatíon 
o f nature and its crusade against the wis­
dom o f dream, its pogrom against sham- 
ans, witches, healers. The unambiguous 
and absolutist gospel has lead to  the dis- 
embodied, alienated sc ientific  " fa c t,"  
destroyíng the possíbility o f genuine hum­
an meaning in this meaningless w orid. The 
christians now fear tha t the ir au thority  is 
being eclipsed by sc ientific  rationalism, a 
completely instrumentalist cynicism. But 
i t  is the ir own joyiess masquerade which 
has brought i t  about.

"Y o u  say th a t you believe ín 
the necessity o f re lig ión ," 
wrote Nietzsche to  the god- 
ly. "Be sincere! You believe 
in the necessity o f the pó lice." 
The christian god is a cop 
which must be overthrown 
before true salvetion—the re- 
concilíation o f the body and 
sp irit, woman and man, hu- 
m anity and nature—can be 
achieved. Love, poetry and 
freedom cannot coexist ei­
ther w ith  the State or w ith  
any state religión. We must 
daré to  éat the forbidden 
f r u it  o f the Marvelous. To 
christian c iv iliza tion, we say: 
you have been advised. We 
have every jn ten tion , along 
w ith  m illions who conspire 
w ith  U S ,  o f transgressing your 
hideous law, o f aboliih ing 
your State and religión, o f 
breaking free o f you r entire 
mystico-technocratic anthíH. 
We w ill be free, we w ill dance 
upon your bones, we w ill 
d rink aphrodisíac elixirs from 
your chalices, our covens w ill 
bring the Goddess through 
your decaying temples as we 
prepare to  replant our sacred 
groves. Your h istory is reach- 
ing its end and the coyotes 
and the ravens are returning. 
Your wooden crosses w ill 
soon begin to  sprout leaves 
and the ir sculpted christs w ill

Later carne allegations, aiso suppressed 
and evaded by the government throughout 
the Rogers Commission (charged to  inves­
tígate the crash), th a t the government 
and the W hite House knew o f potential 
dangers to  the spa<% shuttie i f  it  were tp  
launch in coid weather, and pushed fo r 
iaunching i t  anyway to  maintain its bur- 
eaucratic schedule and even perhaps to  
set up a televised telephone conversation 
between Christa M cAullffe  and Reagan 
during the State o f the Union address.

As Jonathan A. Bennet w rote in the 
A p ril Guardian, the Rogers Commis­
sion, led by Reagan appointees William 
Rogers and W illiam Graham, "has accum- 
ulated a . . .  record tha t shows a ctear 
pattern o f concealment and scapegoating 
míddie-level bureaucrats. . .  Some o f the 
open sessions have struck the press corps 
and others in the audience as obviously 
having been rehearsed."

And fina lly  come the revelations {in 
the A pril 23 and 24 edítions o f the New  
York r/m es/tha t NASA engaged in blat- 
ant fraud, waste and mismanagement o f 
b illions o f dollars while cutting and delay- 
íng a half a b illion  dollars on safety test- 
ing, design and development. Nothing 
but the best fo r the "r ig h t s tu ff" !

On every level the space shuttie "dis- 
aster" and subsequent revelations have 

I exemplified the corruption and insanity 
o f megatechnic empire: warfare as the 
cutting edge o f and fo r techno- 
logícal development; cynicism and stu- 
p íd ity  ín decision-making affecting not 
on ly space program tedm icians bu t the 
health and lives o f m illions o f people; 
bureaucratic inertia, deception and out- 
and-out greed; and lu rid  technologícal 
spectacle as a transm itter fo r the symbols 
o f imperial power.

Continued on page 23

I  sh ou ld  Ve r e s liz e d  c h e ’ d  b e  d a n g e ro o s  t«h«a

sh e  to id  n e  ho«/. w hen sh e  wee »  k id ,  w hen  h e r  
m o th er shm eed h e r  s  p ic t u r e ,  in  a  b o o k , o f  
l io n t  ea tin g  C hrietianS tn  a  P onan  stadium , sh e  
b u ra t  o u t c t y in g ,  and  w hen h e r  n<<hcr asked 
w h y ,  she p o in te d  to  one l ie n  a n 4  w búnpered,
"  L e o k  , tb ia  en e  h a s n ’ t  ¿ o t  a  C h r i s t i a n . "

graphic: M. Kssper 

become praying mantises. Your children are turning 
egainst you as the sp irit o f the land reciaims what is 
hers. O ur love shall vanquish yours.
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" Is a n y  given bom bing . .the w ork o f  ie ft is t extremista, o r o f  extreme right-w ing  
provocation, orstaged b y  centrists to bring every terrorist extreme in to  disrepute 
and toshore up its  own faiUng power, o r again, is i t  a police-inspired scenario in  o r­
der to appeal to  pub lic  security? A l l  th is is egually true and thesearch fo r  p roo f, in- 
deed the ob jectiv ity  o f  the factdoés no tcheck  this vértigo o f  interpretation. We are 
in a logic o f  sim uiation which hasnoth ing to do w ith a log ic o f  facts and an order o f  
reasons.”  Jean Baudríllard, SimulationswFas the bombing o f  the West Ber­
lín disco the w ork o f Libyan agents, as al- 
leged by the Reagan adm inistration, or 
Syrian operatíves, as West Germán and Is­
raelí security forces charge, or, perhaps, 
the w ork o f Germán neo-fascists who 
wished to  destroy a hang-out o f  blacks 
and Turks? The dizzying pace o f allega- 
tions and charges cannot be a ttributed to 
a " lo g ic  o f  fa c ts /' bu t as Baudrillard 
points out, to  a "vértigo  o f in te rpre ta tion ."

We are caught in the w ord and ímage 
politics o f what Edward Said in Covering 
islam  has called "com m unities o f in ter­
p re ta tion," each w ith  its own 
agenda fo r  inftuencing pub lic  conscious­
ness. Thus, a " te rro ris t"  bombing in 
West Berlín becomes the pretext fo r  aft 
American air attack on Libya, which, in 
tu rn , becomes a pretext fo r fu rth e r M id- 
east con flic t and attendant spillover into 
Europe.

Throughout the  imperial prancing and 
ideological posturing, the simulated 
w orid  o f Mideast politics casts its shadow 
in the hyperreality o f media America.
The binary opposition o f the West versus 
"Is lam " is part o f  the ideological coding 
in media politics. Everywhere we look 
the media generales the message tha t 
America must embark on a new crusade 
to  save civ iliza tion from  the infideis and 
barbaríans.

Cast as the shining knights o f  order 
and ¡ustice (through the American fron- 
tie r way), the Reagan adm inistration and 
its media sycophants project the ir racist 
fantasies and paranoid delusions onto the- 
battleground o f Mideast politics. Terror­
ism becomes fo r  the policy-makers both 
a handy scapegoat fo r the ir failures and a 
ritual fo r national purification.

The Role o f the Media
To understand the role o f the media in 

all this is to  understand n o t on ly the nature 
o f contemporary po litics but aiso w hat we 
mean by reality. The media inhabit a 
world in which most discourse and its lin- 
guístic roots have been shattered by the 
alienated structures o f everyday life . Noth- 
ing appears to  exist outside o f the code o f 
the media, and i t  is on ly the hyperreality

o f the media tha t we are le ft w ith  when 
the message appears.

Fortunately th is one-dimensional 
w orld  is no t a irtigh t; no code is so totalist- 
ic  tha t we are le ft in a w orld  w ith o u t con- 
tradictions- As Todd G itlin  demónstrales 
in The Whole W orld Is Watching, while 
the o ffic ia l discourse reflectad in the me­
dia during the 1960's tried to  convince 
the American people tha t the U.S. was 
w inning the war ("w inn ing  the hearts and 
minds o f the Vietnamese"), the visual pre- 
sentation o f G l's slogging around and dy- 
ing in the jungles o f Southeast Asía con- . 
tradicted the purported " lig h t a t the end 
o f  the tunne l." Thus, critics o f the war 
were partia lly vindicated by the mixed 
messages in the media. Those mixed mes- 
sages continué today in the fo rm  o f U.S. 
atlusions to  "surgical a ir strikes" in Libya 
versus vivid pictures o f civiiian death and 
destruction.

Such media contradictions n o t only 
can generate certain kínds o f oppositional 
th ink ing, but aiso engender a w ider form  
o f cognitive dissonance th a t can aliénate 
the public from  adm inistration and media 
newspeak. Nonetheless, the power o f the 
State and the media to  set the  agenda 
creates a circumscribed discourse th a t the 
public may repeat even though they are 
no t convinced or assured o f w hat they 
th ink.

As Michael Parenti contends in Invent- 
ing Reality, "The media may not always 
be able to  te ll us what to  th in k , they  are 
strik ing ly successful in te lling us w hat to 
th ink  about."

Critics o f the media all agree th a t the 
power o f the media resides in its framing 
mechanism, tha t is, the  way in which 
things are brought in to  view or excluded. 
While there are obvious differences be­
tween p rin t and electronic media, both 
form s fo llo w  certain narrativa codes tha t 
reflect structural and cultura l lim itations. 
Time and space considerations as well as 
cultural biasés domínate mainstream me­
dia. In particular, international reporting 
invariably reflects both government agen­
das and ethnocentric biases.

Thus, the coverage o f the Iranian hos-

tage situation wasfocused on American 
grievances and non-recognition o f the po­
litica l context o f the Iranian revolution.
As Said has made clear, the American 
news media reinforced the po litica l rhet- 
oric o f American ínnocence and justifiable 
vengeance, and fo r  the most part fa iled to 
explore the real issues behind the "hostage 
crisis." Instead, the "cris is" became a test 
o f American w ill power.

Manufacturing Consent
The media w ill always perform the role 

o f reinforcing state ideology because the 
medía are crucial agents o f legitímacy.
The media, iherefore, a ttem pt to  manu­
facture consent, particu larly in the area 
o f foreign policy.

From th is perspective the media are 
the critica l vehicle fo r staging and fram ­
ing the simulations o f terrorism . Terror­
ism a t th is level o f medía hermeneutics 
reflects the a ttem pt o f the Reagan admin­
istration to  realize its ideological agenda. 
From the earliest moments o f this admin­
istration terrorism  was the centerpiece fo r 
its foreign policy.

Concocting stories about Soviet-spon- 
sored terrorism, the media helped to  dis- 
semínate the disinform ation o f the Rea­
gan administration. As Edward Hermán 
has amply documented in The Rea! Ter­
ro r NetWork, this disinform ation helped 
to  revive the coid war m entality and div- 
ert attention from  the roots o f pressing 
domesticand internatio iia l issues. "Reta il 
te rro r,"  as Hermán calis the individual 
bombing, hijacking and assassination, was 
"overbiown fo r politica l reasons, to  dis- 
Iract attention from  more substantial ter­
ror (namely th a t o f the National Security 
State clíents o f the U.S.), and to  a llow  a 
manípulation o f public fears and a more 
e ffic ien t ’engineering o f consent.' "

While an ideological agenda sets the 
frame fo r the o ffic ia l construction o f 
terrorism , the image o f terrorism  resonates 
in the public mind because the media sím- 
u lation lacks both contení and context. 
Both the the electronic and p rin t media 
decontextualize events and issues. We are 
seldom presented w ith  an in-depth analy- 
sis o f any situation. Instead, constrained 
by ideological and structural lim itations, 
the news media present sim plified pictures 
o f the w orld. Thus, moral outrage be- 
comes a natural consequence o f the im ­
ages tha t proliferate in the media stories 
about terrorism. Images from  bereaved 
widows to  concerned relatives are flashed 
across the screens and pages o f the news

media u n til i t  seems perfectly " iog ica l" 
to  pursue a vengeful policy.

Fabricsted Reality
Televisión is the central vehicle fo r all 

image politics, bu t no adm inistration has 
so singlemindedly pursued a tv-firs t policy 
as Reagan's. Manufactured and staged ev­
ents, what media critíc  Alexander Cock- 
burn has called "e lectron ic Nuremburg 
rallies," have been at the heart o f the 
"G reat Communicator's" strategy, and tv 
has played the w illing  role o f accomplice 
to  such fabricated reality. Terrorist dra­
mas, re-enacted by tv  news media, have 
provided the necessary backdrop to  and 
justifica tion  fo r  m ilita ry  maneuvBrs 
against Libya even though the facts o f Lib­
yan involvement in such affairs as the 
Achille Lauro and the a irport attacks at 
Rome and Vienna are missing. Since the 
tru th  is n o t im portant to  this anécdota! 
and doddering President o r to  the logic o f 
simulations, tv continúes its obfuscatory 
role.

As the command center fo r the new 
epistemology which has abandoned dia­
logue. reason, ambivalence and subtlety, 
tv  develops what Neíl Postman calis (in 
Amusing Ourselves to  Death) "an ti- 
com m unication." We are no longer in- 
formed or even misinformed; we are de­
formed in to  the kind o f characters who 
are the victíms and heroes in the playing 
ou t o f media and politica l fantasies. Then 
we are asked to  respond as characters to 
lines tha t have been scripted fo r us. The 
w orld  has become a stage, fu ll o f sound 
and fu ry  . . .  signifying nothing and, unfor- 
tunately, everything.

I t  no longer matters what is the  histor- 
ical context or contení o f an event in this 
imaginary social w orld. We are the world 
and we are the children—literal-minded, 
cognitively retarded, bloated w ith  images 
w ith  no sense o f con tinu ity . There is no 
past, on ly the omnipresent media now, 
we rally around the tube fo r the evening 
ritual o f the ahistorical idealizatioh o f 
good and evil. In the binary opposition 
o f the code embedded in the media, Rea­
gan squares o ff against Qaddafi—the avun­
cular upholder o f c ivilization against the 
swarthy archflend o f oriental chaos. Yet, 
the binary opposites feed on each other, 
and, in fact, m irror each other in remark- 
able ways.

Television's dramatic image o f terror­
ism is a m ystification o f the essential 
terrorism  th a t staiks everyday life  in mod­
ern industrial capitalisra. Since the recog- 
n ition  o f th is real w orld  o f te rro r is too  
painful, we fixa te  on the image o f terror­
ism created by the media. Terrorism in 
the media becomes a kind o f stim ulant 
to  the du ll and deadened shadow existence 
o f a dying culture. It 's  another recreation- 
al drug w ith  its ups and downs, its flights 
o f fancy and its bad trips.

Resenting being denied the ir right to  
despoil any place on earth they choose, 
Americans long fo r  those vicarious voyages 
free from  the nasty and brutish reality of 
the return o f the repressed. Media addic- 
tion  and terrorism feed o ff  each other. 
Terrorism looms large in the imaginary 
social world created by the media and the 
hyperreal po litics o f the American Scene. 
But the media-magnified acts o f retail ter- 
rorists can't compare w ith  the pervasive 
horrors o f modern everyday life. No im­
age, no media presentation can contain 
this ímplodíng terrorism.

—Norman Bates
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Deadline Nears 
for Big Mountain

As the Ju ly  8 deadiine nears fo r  foroed 
government relocation o f indígenous peo­
ple—some 10,000 Navajos and 1,000 
Hopis—from  the ir homes in the Navajo- 
Hopi "J o in t Use A rea," the people are 
digging in in preparatíon fo r a figh t while 
the federal government ís traíning U.S. 
Marshalls and the Arizona National Guard 
specifically fo r the pending removal. (For 
background on th is  con flic t see "Native 
Peoples Resist Forced Relocation " in  the 
Summer 1984 FE.)

The U.S. government and the incor- 
porated triba l bureaucracies which serve it 
have advertised this Tra il o f Tears cam- 
paign as a land dispute between the Hopis 
and Navajos, bu t i t  is in actualíty a land 
grab by the American state to  acquire 
the 22 b illion  ton  deposit o f low sulphur 
coal (known as the Black Mesa Coal 
Fieid). In 1974 the U.S. government 
passed P.L. 93-531, dividing the land be­
tween the Hopi and the Navajo incorpor- 
ated tribes w ith  a barbed w ire fence which, 
as Native American w rite r Winona LaDuke

writes, " líte ra lty  ripped through people's 
land—dividing corráis from  houses, bull- 
dozers and fencing crews tore through 
relígious sites, graves, dragged trees— 
everything from  the earth ." Big Moun­
tain is the most well-known o f such 
communities "o n  the wrong side o f the 
fence," bu t there are many others.

In an interview w ith  Winona LaDuke 
in the Spring 1986 A/rwssasne Notes, 
Diñe eider Robería Blackgoat explained 
the meaning o f relocation: "O u r ances- 
tors have tílled  and turned th is land. We 
can't exchange the land. We'd be giving 
up our ancestors. When a person dies, 
we shed our tears and bury the body in 
the land. I t  turns to  soil. We can't leave 
the land, it's  like  leaving our dead, our 
bodies."

LaDuke asked Roberta Blackgoat what 
Indian people mean when they cali the 
earth Our Mother. "We have fo u r sacred 
mountains," she replied. "We have bun- 
dles. A  hogan, it's  a room to  a house. 
Inside o f th is fo u r sacred mountains is a

The recent clamor by employers fo r 
mandatory drug testing o f workers threa- 
tens to  add ye t another humitiatíng dimen­
sión to  wage labor. Both prívate and 
governmental concerns have expressed 
strong support fo r the idea, and i t  was 
recently given a boost by a report from  
the Presídent's Commission on Organized 
Crime which recommended a national 
program which w ould subject most w ork­
ing Americans to  urinalysis tests.

In D etro it, Mayor Coleman Young en­
dorsad the suggestion fo r c ity  employees 
as did the massive General Motors Cor­
poration.

This drug w itch  hunt should be seen 
clearly as psychological warfare on the 
part o f employers against a w ork forcé al­
ready reeling under constant attack from  
capitalist austerity programs. Rather than 
intending to  solve job-related drug pro­
blems, the testing programs are meant to

room, it's a Navajo hogan. A ll these 
things: uranium, coal mines, and oíl
drillíngs is no t supposed to  be in our 
bundies. We have prayer, corn pollen, and 
we pray fo r it. We pray to  hold i t  togpth- 
e r . . .

"T he  liver o f  the earth is coal, the lung 
is uranium. In th is way the earth has 
parts to  its body. Just like us. We can’t  
leave, we can't let them take our bodies.

"When we are born, we have a finger- 
p rin t on the earth. But we're sitting on 
Mother Earth and she's holding us. It's  
worse, i f  she (earth) gets in paín
how can we forget jus t like sticking a per- 
son w ith  a stick. I t  hurts. .That's what 
they are doing to  her. She's in paín.

"Earthquakes and tornadoes is her 
breath. She's breathing heavy. She's ín 
pain, we need to  protect our mother. 
Fighting fo r  her to  be free. She has to  be 
dried up to  die. When they take her o il 
and her organs she dies. The government 
needs what she has ín her body. The 
government wants money, i t  doesn't 
th ink  o f the people—four-legged people, 
people who crawl. These are our brothers 
and sísters, they have life. They ta lk , even 
the grass, you can hear it when the w ind 
biows. You can ta lk  to  them . .

Roberta Blackgoat lives 28 miles from  
the Peabody Coal Corrpany stripm ine at 
Black Mesa. She to id  Indian actívíst 
David Seáis, "There are days when the 
air ís so fo u l and fu ll o f coal dust tha t I 
can't breathe. It's  causing sickness among 
the lívestock aiso. When the sheep are 
gone, then the people w ill d ie."

Seáis reports that 38 mines, eight uran­
ium milis, fo u r coal s trip  mines o f between 
tween 12,000 to  40,000 acres and five 
coal-fired energy plants lie on Navajo 
land, contam inating the sky and water.
In fact, e ighty percent o f uranium 
resources, and perhaps sixty percent o f 
all energy sources currently avaílable, lie 
on Indian reservatíons.

As w ith  Wounded Knee, Big Mountain 
has now come to  symbolize fo r  those who 
love the earth the entire process o f sssault 
on the earth and the Oíd Ways o f the peo­
ple by a voracious and cadaverous Levia- 
than, and the ir resistanc» to  such assault. 
Everything must be done to  tu rn  back 
this assault, and to  extend the figh t to

put an end once and fo r all to  th is rape o f 
the earth by the energy companies and 
megatechnic civilization.

"M aybe i t  all comes back around in a 
big circle and we're in Arizona again, on 
the sacred mountain near Flagstaff, in 
the Grand Canyon where the w orid  began, 
on the sacred Hopi mesas where the Bad- 
ger and Bird and Snake and Lízard Clans 
emerged after the Flood and the migra- 
tions from  the South Pacific," writes 
David Seáis, and he ends by quoting the 
Hopi eiders: "We must realize tha t we do 
n o t líve in a worid o f dead matter, bu t in 
a universe o f living spirit. Let us open 
our eyes to  the sacredness o f Mother 
Earth, o r our eyes w ill be opened fo r us."

For in form ation on how to  figh t the 
relocation and to  support Big Mountain, 
contact the Big Mountain Support Group, 
1412 Cypress, Berkeley, CA 94703, tele­
phone: (415) 841-6500.

The Winona LaDuke interview appear- 
ed \n Akwesasne Notes ($10sub) c/o 
Mohawk Nation, PO Box 196, Rooseveit 
tow n NY 13683-0196. The article by 
David Seáis, "The Gourd o f Ashes," 
appeared in Earih F irs tI—The Radica! 
Environmental Journal (Eostar edition), 
POB 5871, Tucson A 2  85703.

Earth F irs t! is an extremely interest- 
íng publication, w ith  a strongly anarchis- 
tic , luddite anti-tech and nature-loving 
character. I t  is a loose, inform al k ind o f 
federated group whose cali is "n o  compro- 
mise in the defense o f mother earth," 
and whose paper describes various forms 
o f "m onkey-wrenching" (sabotage) 
against earth-destroying companies. Some 
EFers are presently facing charges o r have 
been jailed fo r  engaging in d irect action 
against developers. ER founder Howie 
Wotke w ill be in jail in Wyoming fo r six 
months fo r pulling up 1 -'/s miles o f survey 
stakes from  the route o f a road to  be 
b u ilt by Chevron O il Corporation to  a 
d rílling site.

Wolke responded to  the sentencíng fo r 
the act o f "de-surveying" o r eco-defense 
by stating th a t i f  the judge and the o il 
company " th in k  tha t wilderness defenders 
w ill be deterred . . .  they are mistaken." 
We plan to  p rin t more about Earth F irs t 
in comtng issues. Subs are $15 a year, 
and w ell w orth  it.

Drug Tests:
Work's Next Insult

demónstrate to  workers tha t they are 
things purchased by the ir employers who 
may do w ith  them as they choose. Such 
programs are intended to  fu rthe r terror- 
ize and demorallze those in the w ork forcé 
who are involved in general resistance to  
capitalist w ork patterns, o r figh ting  wage 
cuts, lay-offs, and concessions.

And i f  being forced to  pee in to  a bot- 
tle  by some stupid supervisor isn 't indig- 
n ity  enough, i t  turns o u t tha t the vaunt- 
ed drug testing technology is so prone to 
error as to  make it almost useless as an ac- 
cúrate indication o f drug use. Error rates 
o f 20% on individual machines are no t un- 
common, and one study by the American 
Medical Association showed that labs 
connected w ith  government contracts 
were incorrect up to  100% o f the tim e!

Further, the machines, which read ur­
iñe matabolites fo r  drug trares, are unable 
to  distinguish between illegal substances

and many prescription medications, over- 
the-counter remedies (including some

cough syrups and decongestants) o r even 
elements o f skin pigmentatíon from  dark- 
er skinned people. These so-called "false 
positive" results have already led to  the 
discharge o f numerous people, and perhaps 
unknown thousands have been refused 
employment because the ir tests incorrec- 
t ly  indicated drug use. AIso, the tests are 
no t safe fro m  sabotage in the fo rm  o f spe- 
cimen switching. Two career A rm y o ffi- 
cers who swear in a lawsuít tha t they 
never used drugs in the ir lives carne up 
positive on tests related to  promotions 
they sought and claim they were done ín 
by vengeful enlisted men who administer- 
ed the tests (what a p ity l) .

If  these tests are allowed to  become a 
permanent part o f  the jo b  market, there 
ís every reason to  expect th a t they w ill be 
extended in to  other areas. For instance, 
people could be required to  be tested be­
fore receiving state or federal benefíts 
such as unempioyment compensation, 
welfare o r even Social Security.

Capitalist wage work amounts to  a com­
plete surrender o f  one's creativa powers 
when labor is purchased as a comm odity

Continued on Page 23
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Taken from  tlie  Preface to  The Bass 
Saxophone by Josef Skvorecky

Josef Skvorecky is a renowned Czech 
author who currentíy lives and teaches 
in  Toronto. He emigrated from  Czecho- 
slovakia in  1968. As a young man, liv ing  
under the Nazi adm inistration, he took  
p a rt in  underground jazz groups. Judging 
from  his stories, the band was obligad to 
p lay polkas and o ther "acceptable" 
music. When ihecoast was dear, they 
could indulge in  the ir rea! love, jazz.

!n  the Preface to h is  novella, "The  
Bass Saxophone," he recalls the o ffic ia l 
Nazi objections to  the music his group 
was devoted to.

Despite H itle r and Goebbeis the sweet 
poison o f the judeo-negroid music (that 
was the Nazi epíthet fo r  jazz) n o t only 
endured, i t  prevaiied—even fo r  a short 
time, in the very heart o f hell, the ghetto 
at Terezin . . .

There was even a swing band in the no- 
toríous Buchenwald made up fo r the most 
part o f Czech and French prisoners. .  . In 
a concentration camp near Wiener Neu- 
stadt sat Vicherek, a guitar player who 
had sung Louis Armstrong's scat chorus in 
"T iger Rag”  and thus, according to  the 
Nazijudge, "defiled musical cu lture ."

Elsewhere in Germany several swing- 
men met a similar fate and one local Gaul- 
e iter issued an extraordinary (really extra- 
ordinary? in th is w orld  o f ours?) set o f 
regulations which were binding fo r all 
dance orchestras. I read them, gnashing 
my teeth, in Czech translation in the film  
weekiy F iim ovy kuryr, and fifteen years 
later I paraphrased them— . , :

1. Pieces in fo x tro t rhythm  (so- 
called swing) are n o t to  exceed 20 percent 
o f the repertoires o f ligh t orchestras and 
dance bands:

RULES FOR
NAZI MUSIC

2. in this so-called jazz type rep- 
ertoire, preference is to  be given to  comp- 
ositions in a major key and to  lyrics ex- 
pressing joy  in life rather than Jewishiy 
gloomy lyrics;

3. as to  tempo, preference is aiso 
to  be given to  brisk connpositions over

slow ones (so-called blues); however, the 
pace must not exceed a certain degree o f 
allegro, commensurate w ith  the Aryan 
sense o f discipline and moderation. On no 
account w ill Negroid excesses in tempo 
(so-called ho t jazz) o r in solo performances 
(so-callsd breaks) be tolerated;

4. so-called jazz compositions 
may contain at most 10 percent syncopa- 
tion ; the remainder must consíst o f a na­
tural legato movement devoid o f the hys- 
terical rhythm ic reverses characteristic o f 
the music o f the barbarían races and con- 
ducive to  dark instincts alien to  the Ger­
mán people (so-called ríffs);

5. s tr ic tly  prohibíted is the use o f 
Instruments alien ta th e  Germán spirit (so- 
catled cowbells, flexatone, brushes, etc.) 
as well as all mutes w hic^ tu rn  the noble 
sound o f w ind and brass Instruments into 
a Jewish-Masonic yow l (so-called wa-wa, 
Hat, etc.);

6. aiso prohibited are so-called 
drum breaks longer than half a bar in four- 
quarter beat (except in stylized m ilita ry 
marches);

7. the double bass must be play­
ed solely w ith  the bow in so-called jazz 
compositions;

8. plucking o f the strings is pro­
hibited, since i t  is damaging to  the instru- 
ment and detrimental to  Aryan musical- 
ity ; i f  a so-called pizzicato e ffect is absol- 
utely desirable fo r the character o f the 
composition, s tric t care must be taken lest 
the string be aílowed to  patter on the sor- 
diñe, which is henceforth forbidden;

9. musicians are likewise fo r­
bidden to  make vocal improvisations (so- 
called scat);

10. all light orchestras and dance 
bands are advised to  restrict the use o f 
saxophones o f all keys and to  substitute 
fo r them the v io lonc illo , the viola or 
possibly a suitable fo lk  instrument.

When this unseemly Decalogue appear­
ed in tha t story o f  mine / " /  W on't Take 
Back One (Yord," published fina lly  in 
1966 as Eine kleine Jazzmusicl in Czecho- 
slovakia's firs t jazz almanac ( it was in 
1958), the censors o f an entírely d ifferent 
d ictatorship confiscated the entire editíon.

The fo llow ing is excerpted from  a 
longer c ritique  o f  the Emma Goldman 
Papers Project and its  director, Candace 
Falk. F o r a copy o f  the complete article, 
w rite: c /o  the LastBIast, Box 410151,
San Francisco, CA 94141.

When we firs t heard about the Ermia 
Goldman Papers, we were excited by the 
idea, although adm itted ly skeptícal that 
a project on an anarchist was being under- 
taken at an institu tion  such as the Univer­
síty o f California at Berkeley. We had 
questions about who was w orking on the 
project, how i t  was organized. and where 
the ir funding carrw from . Since then, we 
have heard numerous accounts o f pro­
blems w ith in  the project as well as a num­
ber o f stories about negative encounters 
between the project's d irector and anar­
chists in the com m unity. We thought that 
an investígation in to  w hat has gone on 
there could be useful to  other anarchists 
who may have dealings w ith  the Emma 
Goldman Papers. What we learned was 
pretty grim.

The Errma Goldman Papers at the Un­
iversity o f California a t Berkeley was es- 
tablished to  collect a ll o f Emma's papers- 
correspondence, essays, speeches—fo r 
publicatíon on m icro film  which w ill then 
be soid to  librarles. The director o f the 
project, who represents herself as an 
authority on Goldman, seems to  cling to  
an ímage o f Goldnran as a fem inist w ith  
just a casual interest in anarchism. In  her 
recently published book, she dismisses 
what she calis " th e  anarchist doctrine" as 
essentially flawed fo r attributíng "a ll that

Goldman Papers 
Seized

was negative in society . . .  to  government 
and ínstitu tiona l forces, w hile human 
nature was inherently benign."

From interviews w ith  half a dozen peo­
ple who have worked fo r the Emma Gold­
man Papers, we heard tha t the director 
o f th is project knows lit tie  and cares even 
less about anarchism, past o r present.
(In her interview w ith  us, she kept o n , 
confusing historians o f anarchism w ith  
anarchist activists, and seemed to  th ink 
that they were one and the same.) In fact. 
all o f the form er employees tha t we ta ik ­
ed to  were convinced tha t th is project 
was more a vehicle fo r  the professional 
advancement o f the project d irector than 
a serious study o f Emma Goldman. A ll 
expressed real doubts tha t the project 
would ever be completed.

As we mentioned, the d irector o f the 
project, Candace Falk, has published 
her own biography o f Goldman called 
Love, Anarchy, and Emma Goldman.
( i f  you read Mother Jones, you may re- 
member how the seedier parts o f this 
book—the overt sexual references in 
Emma's prívate correspondence w ith  Ben 
Reitman— were excerpted under 
the t\x\e Am orous Anarchist, w ith  a cover 
teaser Found: Errrre Goldman's Erotic

Letters ). The te x t o f the biography is 
studded w ith  examples o f Falk's attempts 
to  collapse Emma's po litica l conviction 
in to  a mess o f psycho-jargon. Aca>rdíng 
to  Falk, i t  was largely Goldman's loveless 
and unfu lfilled  childhood which drove 
her to  seek the unattainable, both per- 
sonaliy and in her politics; anarchism is 
constantly referred to  as an " id e a l"  and 
seems hopelessiy utopian. The challenge 
tha t Goldman poses fo r herself and others 
fo r the possibílities o f creating new social 
relationships seems to  Falk almost design- 
ed to  create utter despair; w ou ldn 't

Goldman have been happier had she not 
reached so far? Falk apparently thinks 
tha t if  someone believes in anarchism, 
they must be at least a littie  crazy.

This project started in 1980 and there 
are currentíy about a dozen employees, 
yet on ly one (a form er C onm in ist Party

member who works on ly one day a week) 
has ever lasted working fo r Falk fo r  much 
more than a year. A ll the anarchists, as 
w ell as most leftists, and "non -yuppy" 
feminists have found w orking w ith  Falk 
intolerable, and have been forced to  qu it 
the project.

Falk has solicited money from  anar­
chists to  help finance her projects and has 
received at least $10,0(X)from  the anar­
chist com m unity. When approaching an­
archists who have money, she acts as if 
she is an anarchist. But to  others, she 
emphasizes tha t she has'absolutely no 
sympathy whatsoever w ith  anarchism 
(which she seems to  regard as a k ind  o f 
in fantile  disorder). She seemed to  scoff at 
the no tion  tha t people might autom atically 
assume th a t the founder o f such a project 
was an anarchist or fellow-traveler. She 
criticized as "closed-m inded" the idea 
th a t the anarchist com m unity would 
act d iffe ren tly  toward her i f  she was not 
a (^m rade, and likened th is  to  McCarthy- 
ism. She maintaíned tha t her w ork  on 
the collection is a " g if t "  to  the anarchists, 
and tha t she should be appreciated fo r it.

l t  seems clear enough th a t each em- 
ployee's decisión to  leave stemmed direct- 
t iy  or indirectly from  Falk's a ttitude o f 
ownership toward Emma Goldman's pa­
pers and from  her "management styie."

l t  sounds to  US th a t all o f these folks 
d id  well to  leave Candace Falk to  the 
w orld  o f academic opportunism where 
she belongs. It 's  a shame tha t such a vast 
collection o f Enma Goldman's papers is 
imprisoned there w ith  her.

—Marie Berneri & Francois Ravachol
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Farley Mowat on the Assault on Wiidlífe

A  {Sea o f S laughter
Sea o f  Slaughter, by Fartey Mowat, 1985. 
A tlan tic  M onth ly , 438 p. S24,95.

In a w orid  where the v ictor writes the 
history books, we are grateful fo r Farley 
Mowat's eloquent and dissenting account 
o f the rape o f the North American con­
tinent.

The ravagers carne in search o f o il, furs 
and food. The life they led was adventur- 
ous; i t  was aiso dangerous and violent, 
Mowat quotes the eyewitness report o f  a 
Professor J.B. Jukes, who in 1840 went 
as an observer to  the main sealing patch 
in the brigantine Topaz:

"We passed through some loose ice on 
which the young seáis were scattered, 
and nearly all hands went overboard, 
slaying, skinníng and haulíng.. .

"When piied in a heap together, the 
young seáis looked like so many lambs 
and when from  o u t o f the bloody and 
d ir ty  mass o f carcasses one poor wretch, 
s till alive, would l i f t  up its face and begin 
to  flounder about. I o>uld stand i t  no 
longer and, arming myself w ith  a hand- 
spíke, I proceeded to  knock on the head 
and put o u t o f the ir misery all in whom I 
saw sígns o f life  . . .  One o f the men 
hooked up a young seal w ith  his gaff.
Its críes were precisely like those o f a 
young ch ild  in the extrem ity o f agony 
and distress, something between shrieks 
and convulsive sobbings.. .  I saw one 
poor w retch skinned while ye t alive, and 
the body w rith ing  in blood after being 
strípped o f its p e i t . , .

"The next day, as soon as i t  was light, 
all hands went overboard on the íce and 
were employed ín slaughtering young 
seáis in all directions. The young seáis 
lie dispersed, baskíng in the sun. Six or 
eight may sometimes be seen w ith in  a 
space o f tw en ty  yards square. The men, 
armed w ith  a gaff and a hauling rope 
slung over the ir shoulders, whenever they 
fin d  a seal, strike i t  a blow on the head. 
Having killed, o r a t least stunned all they 
see, they sculp them. Fastening the gaff 
in a bundie o f sculps, they then haul it  
away over the ice to  the vessel. Six pelts 
is reckoned a very heavy load to  drag 
over the rough and broken ice, leaping 
fro m  pan to  pan, and they generally con- 
trive  to  keep tw o  or three together to  as- 
sist at bad places or to  pulí those out 
who fa ll in the water.

"A s the men carne aboard they 
snatched a hasty m om ent to  d rink  a 
bow l o f tea or eat a piece o f biscuit and 
butter; and as the sweat was dripping 
from  the ir faces, and the hands and 
bodies were reeking w ith  blood and fat, 
and they spread the butter w ith  their 
thumbs and wiped the ir faces w ith  the ir 
hands, they took both the liquíds 
and solids mingled w ith  blood.
S till, there was a bustie and excítement 
tha t d id  n o t perm it the fancy to  dweil on 
the disagreeables, and after th is hearty 
refreshment the men w ould hurry o f f  in 
search o f new victims: besides every pett 
was w orth  a d o lla r i"  (pp. 354-5)

This "profession," requiring its par­
ticu lar type o f domestication-dehumani- 
zation was a forerunner to  the job  o f 
clearing the continent o f its original in- 
habitants. For those o f us who are ap-

palled at the caltousness o f people 
who could carry ou t this latter task, 
Mowat's book reminds us tha t Indian- 
hating is one short step away from  ani­
mal hating. The "h a tin g " is bu ilt in to 
the activ ity—comes w ith  the job, so to  
speak. I f  a "b u ye r" w ill exchange a sum 
o f money fo r some feathers, whale o il or 
furs, no additíonal rationaie is needed. 
Perhaps these early ravagers did no t 
"h a te " the fish, birds and beasts which 
they exterminated, b u t they treated them 
as commodíties, objects whose function 
was to  assure the hunters's survíval, This 
attitude persists in the vocabulary not 
on ly o f businessmen, bu t o f government 
offic ia ls and "conservationists." They 
speak o f peIt "p ro d u c tio n " and "har- 
vesting" the salmón.

Ownershíp and possession were un- 
questioned foundatíons o f the Western 
W o rld /ro m  before the 1200$. Interest 
in the N orth  American continent carne 
from  the inconceivable plenitude o f sea, 
air and land life on the eastern seaboard. 
The firs t explorers sought grants to  ex- 
p lo ít sea coasts and fishing waters. Only

aries tha t s till endure ín the eastern 
States and Canada's Maritime Provinces.

"So secretive did [the bobcat) be- 
come as a result o f centuries o f persecu- 
tion  tha t it  was not un til the late 1960s 
tha t the existence o f  a relatively large 
bobcat populatíon in the wilderness re- 
gions o f central Nova Scotia was revealed 
as a result o f  a survey o f  fur-bearing ani­
máis conducted by the provincial Depart­
ment o f Lands and Forests. Once dis- 
covered, it  was decided to  'u tilize  this 
resource' as a means o f attracting hunters 
to  the provínce.

"Th is  led to  the establishment o f the 
World Bobcat Hunt, centered on the 
tow n o f T ruro where, in the words of 
one advertisement w idely published in 
U.S. sportsmen's magazines, 'there are al­
ways plenty o f cats fo r  your hounds to  
k ill. ' The firs t W orld Bobcat H unt was 
literafly a howling success as something 
like 600 hounds, mainly from  the eastern 
and central United States, were loosed in 
the Nova Scotian woods. Hunters fo l- 
lowed the hounds in 4 x 4 trucks or all- 
terrain vehicles. Some o f the more affiu-
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when these had been depleted did land 
become the prime property.

In Mowat's eyes, most wilderness 
management professionals are toadles o f 
the System tha t spawned the devastation. 
He scathingly debunks their double-talk, 
double-th ink dup lic ity ; th is makes good 
reading and effectively discredits the type 
o f  bureaucrat labeled "conservationist."

Mowat aiso heaps scorn on the mod­
ern hunter who traveis w ith  sophisti- 
cated weapons and machines in to  the 
few  remaining wilderness areas o f the 
continent. As various species become 
rare, they become more valuable. "T o  
fin d  them was to  k ill them " sums up the 
degrading "s p o rt"  o f these modern-day 
adventurers.

In concluding his account o f the bob­
cat removal, we learn th a t the "invaders 
eventually reduced the cat to  vestigial 
numbers throughout most o f its former- 
ly widespread range, v irtua lly extirpating 
it from  the eastern portion o f the con­
tinen t except fo r the few forest sanctu-

ent ones used helícopters. Like most cats 
when pursued by hounds, bobcats tree 
readily: They can then easily be shot, 
bu t many hunters do no t k ill the anímals 
ou trigh t, preferring to  disable them only 
enough so they w ill fa ll to  the ground 
where the hounds can tear them apart 
while s till alive.

"The highiight o f the annual hunt is 
the suspensión o f a captured bobcat ín 
a w ire cage from  a tree limb, w hile as 
many as a hundred frenzíed hounds form  
a m illing m o b a t the base o f the tree. It 
is o f interest to  note that, w hile Nova 
Scotia's Department o f Lands and 
Forests forbids the prívate possession of 
captive bobcats, its officers supply the 
ritual sacrifica fo r th is event." (p. 149)

The bad fa ith  o f these avíd sportsman 
is transparent. Since they want to  k ill 
bears, they claim bears infringe on some- 
one's property rights; since they w ant to 
k ill birds (and seats and whales . .  .), they 
claim the birds (and seáis and whales. . . )  
eat the fish tha t humans need. Their lust

fo r k illing  hides behind a utilita rían prag- 
matism which they assume all w ill accept.

Mowat eagerly discredits these feeble 
excuses. Here is what he says ín answer 
to  people who say the buffa lo  was 
doomed: "Apologists fo r the destruction 
o f the buffa lo  adm it th a t the ir end was 
unfortunate, bu t they insist i t  was inevi­
table. The buffalo had to  go, they say, 
to make room fo r more effective use o f 
the land. That is another example o f the 
dubious rationaie used by modern man 
to  ju s tify  the destruction o f other species. 
Specialists studying the question o f the 
meat-producíng capacity o f  various 
ranges and grazing anímals have recently 
concluded tha t the abilíty o f the western 
plains to  produce beef under human 
management has never exceeded, or even 
equalted, the a b ility  o f the same range to  
produce buffalo meat w ithou t human 
husbandry. A ll th a t was achieved by ex- 
termínating the buffa lo  and replacing 
them w ith  cattie was to  substitute a less 
successful and less valuable domestic 
animal fo r  a more valuable and more suc­
cessful w ild  one.

" In  any case, the buffalo were not 
butchered to  make room fo r  farmers.
That excuse had n o t ye t been invented 
at the tim e o f  the ir massacre. The brutal 
tru th  is th a t one o f the most magníficent 
and vital forms o f life on th is planet was 
destroyed fo r  no better reasons than our 
desire to  eradicate the Plains Indians and 
an insatiable lust fo r  booty . . .  and fo r 
b lood." (pp. 142-3)

The resourcefulness o f modern trap- 
pers who use technologícally advanced 
and scientific methods has sinister impli- 
catíons. In the spring, w o lf hunters at- 
tach a transm itter collar to  a young 
w o lf they have live-trapped; in the win- 
ter airborne hunters can lócate the w o lf 
as w ell as the others in its fam ily. Mowat 
reports the success o f a fo x  hunter who 
put a number o f caribou carcasses in the 
v ic ín ity  o f his cabín. White foxes regu- 
larly carne there to  feed on the carrion.
In the late fa ll when the "h u n te r"  deter- 
mined tha t the ir furs were at máximum 
thickness, he laced the caribou remaíns 

I w ith  strychnine tablets.
Sea o f  Slaughter ís a documentatíon 

o f how the Europeans ravaged th is con­
tinent. The story ís no t a pleasant one. 
"The all-embracing nature o f the slaugh­
ter was awesome tribu te  to  the genius o f 

I modern man as mass destróyer." (p. 364) 
Mowat's history indignantly shows that 
the slaughter was not inevitable. I t  was 
perpetrated by some powerfu) men and 
many, many powerless ones. He wants 
us to  confron t th is history—a holocaust, 
a "b io c id e " which continúes today. Ul­
tim ately, our fate may n o t be so d iffer- 
ent from  the flocks, schools, herds, packs 
and loners w ho at one tim e relatively 
peacefully inhabited this continent and 
its surroundings: "Greed to o k  its to ll o f 
men as well as seáis at the West Ice. Dur­
ing the spring o f 1854, the skipper o f  the 
British sealer Orion  díspatched a ra lly  o f 
his men to  k ill w hat appeared to  be a 
patch o f  hoods [sealsl amongst a torm ent 
o f upthrust ice. The patch resolved i t ­
self in to  the frozen corpses o f seventy 
shipwrecked Danish sealers, keeping 
company w ith  hundreds o f blueback 
carcasses w ith  which the doomed men 
had tr ied  to  construct a barricade against 
the k illing  edge o f a polar gale." (p. 362)

Is there any possibility fo r us to  be 
neither victims ñor executioners?

—Alice D etro it
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ReviewiS
A  littie  belatedly we have received The 

Alternatfve Press Annual, fo r 1983 and 
1984 published by Temple Univ, Press, 
Broad &  O xford streets, Phíladelphia PA 
19122, both o f which contain articles by 
F ifth  Estate writers. The 1983edition 
has E.B. Maple's article "The Pain o f 
America and the Tyienol K illings" (FE 
VUnter 1982-3) and the 1984 volume (the 
most interesting to  date) features Lynne 
Clive's "Newspeak and the Impoverish- 
m e n to f Language" (FE Winter 1984) as 
the lead article. Publicatíon price is a 
whopping $34.95 meaning i t  was pub­
lished prim arily w ith  library referencesec- 
tions in mind, where i t  m ight be a good 
place to  read it.

JaUed fo r  Peace: The H istory o f  Am er­
ican Law  Vioiators, 1658-1985 by Ste- 
phen M. Kohn desaibes the history o f 
resistance to  m ilita ry conscription from  
colonial times through to  the present. lt  
documents, from  the beginning o f the 
European occupatíon o f th is continent, 
how men fought being used by the  state 
against the ir w ill. Another expensive 
one; $29.95 fo r 166 pages from  Green- 
wood Press, 88 Post Roed West, Box 
5007, Westport, CT 06881—but they 
note, "review  copies to  journals and news- 
letters on request."

Errata: In our Haymarket article 
"W ho Threw the Bomb?" the correct 
spelling fo r the governor who pardoned 
the jaited anarchists is A ltgeid, and the 
pardon took place in 1893. See last issue,

Tu li Kupferberg has sent us In Media's 
Feces, a collection o f his recsnt wacky 
cartoons, collages and songs w hich hilar- 
iously lance the media's pretentions o f 
"o b je c tiv ity ."  His m inim alist, almost 
child-üke drawings look more like wall 
g ra ffiti than what norm ally passes fo r 
cartooning, but Tu li, since his days w ith  
the Fugs rock band, has never let form al 
standards o f excellence stand in the way 
o f expression. The confidence w ith  
which he draws and his satirical w it com­
bine in to  an appealing "p rím it iv e " style 
fo r his attacks on the foibles o f govern­
ment and its media. Available fo r  $1 
from  V anity  Press, 160 S ixth Ave , N'.Y., 
N.V. 10013.

A  prisoner correspondent o f The F ifth  
Estate, who writes under the nom  de 
guerre o f E.X. Boozhie (taken from  an 
FE  B ill G r iff ith  cartoon) has published 
The Oudaw's B ible: H ow  to  Evade the 
System Using Constitu tional S tratígy. 
l t  gives essential advice to  the potential 
lawbreaker on w hat to  expect from  the 
cops and courts upon hís/her transgres- 
sion and what can be done to  minim ize 
the rísk o f getting busted. Available from  
Loompanics Unlim ited, Box 1197, Port

Continued on Page 22

The FE Bookservice m ay be reached a t the same address as the F ifth  Estate Newspaper,P.O. Box 02548, D e tro it M ! 48202  
USA, telephone (313) 831-6800. Visitors are welcome, b u t our hours vary so please cali before dropping in.

HOW TOOROER B Y M A IL :
1} L is t the title  o f  the book, quan tity  wanted, and the price o fe a c h ;2 ) add 10% fo r  m ailing costs—n a t less than $.69 U.S. o r 
$.96 foreign (m ínimum charge fo r  4 th  class book rate postage); 3 ) to ta l; 4 ) w rite  check o r m oney arder to :  The F ifth  Estate; 
5) m ail to  The F ifth  Estate, P.O. Box 02548, D e tro it MI 46202 USA,
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HAYM ARKET SCRARBOOK edited by  
Dave Roediger &  Franklin Rosem ont 

A  profusely illustrated centennial anthology by 
contemporary labor historians and anarchists o f 
tfie period. l t  focuses on the Haymarket A ffs ir  
o f 1886-7 and on the incredíbly variad and en- 
(hiring influence the event exerted across the 
viforid.
Charles H. Kerr 256pp 8X11 size S14.95

M E A T IS  M U RD ER 
b y M . Sp ie^ l 

An examination o f various espects o f ou r car- 
nivorous society: the staggering contradictions 
apparent in economically starved Central 
American countries caught up In the monopoly 
o f meat production fo r export to  the insatísble 
U.S., the noxious and unhealthy results o f eat- 
ing " fa c to ry "  meat and drink ing  " fa c to ry " 
m ilk , and the positive and heaithv alternatives 
in vegetarianism.
Self-published 22pp $1.25

FIM IN ISIM  AND ANIM AL RIG H TS: Essays 
&  Excerpts ed. by  M . Spiegel

A com pilation o f essays by various women 
focusing on the connection between torture , 
manípulation, and ob jectifica tlon  o f animals 
and women in modern society. From one o f 
the essays: "Nowhere Is patriarchy’s iron  fist 
as naked as in the oppresslon o f animals 
which serves as the model and training ground 
fo r all forms o f oppression."
Self-published 30pp $1.25

SCXTAL ANARCHISM; A  Jcu m al o f  Hifiory &  
Ptactice Issue No. 10

Featuring articles by Susan White on Post- 
Vietnam War Films, K irkpa trick Sale on Anarchy 
and Ecology, and Dan Georgakas on the IWW. 
Essays, reviews and more.
A tla n tic  Center fo r Research &  Education $3.00

Books on the Spanish Revolution
On the occasion o f the SOth anniversarv o f the Spanish revolution, we o ffe r our small collection o f 
books on the subject as a w o rth y  íntroduction to  a knowledge o f the era. Although by no means 
exhaustive, each gives a unique perspective to  the anarchist upheaval which swept Spain in  1936.

L essonsof th e  Spanish Revoljjtion 
by V em or Richards 

Just reprinted by Freedom Press, th is ed itiw i 
pontains new footnotes by the author and a re- 
view o f Hugh Thomas' THE SPANISH CIWIL 
WAR. Richards' critica l views o f the revolution, 
the (Ole o f the CNT and F A I, and libertarían 
tactfts, makes i t  as controversia! and valuable 
as i t  was when the firs t edition was published 
30 vears ago. H ighly recommended.
Frsedpm Press 2S6pp $5.75

ANARCHISTS IN TH E SPANia-1 
REVOLUTION 

by José Peirats 
W ritten by a partícípant in the events o f the 
1930's, this volume traces the h is tory o f the 
anarcho-syndicaiist unión, the CNT, from  its 
origins through to  the Revolution. N o t an spol- 
ogv or g iorificatlon. bu t a fhoroughgoing anal- 
ysis o f the successes and failures o f the anarchist 
movement.
Self-Publikiqd 400pp $3.50

T R A ÍP E D  IN  SPAIN b y  Carlotta O’Neil
An account o f the Spanish novelist's experi- 

ences during the 1936 revolution, The horror 
o f the fascist v ic to ry. prison and fina lly  fligh t 
are chronicled in a human manner often lost in 
historie narrativas.
Soiidarítv Books 165pp $2.50

A  D A Y  M O U R N R L  AND O V ERC A ST 
by “ a i  unccKitroUable”  frc ín  the Ircwi (¿ lu n m  

This moving and frequenlly unsettiíng text

by an escaped convíct who fought in  the anar­
chist Iron Column during the Spanish Revolu­
tio n , is an angry protest against the milltariza- 
tion and hierarchicalization o f the column in 
1937.
Self-published 52pp $1

EW M A G O ITM A N : U n a m g e re n la tO T im iía  
del ^ 0  by lo se  Peirats

Feminista y  m ilitante libertaria, Emma Gol 
Goldman tuvo una participación activa en las 
luchas sociales de Estados Unidos a comienzos 
del siglo v  una presencia activa y  critica  duran­
te los primeros anos de la Revolución Rusa.
V ino  a España en 1936 y  1937 y contribuyo 
poderosamente al m ovim iento de apoyo a la 
causa popular.
Editoria l Lala 312pp $3

V I S I O I  ON F IR E : Emm a Goldman o n  the 
Spanish Revolution edited by David Porter 

V IS IO N  ON FIRE is a carefully chosen collec­
tion  o f Emma Goldman's significant, ye t largely 
unpublished wrítings from  the tum ultuous final 
fo u r years o f her life . l t  is a powerful seguel to 
L IV IN G  MY LIFE , her well-known autobiogra- 
phy published in 1931. Frankiy reveafed are 
her struggles w ith  the deep contradictions o f the 
Spanish Revolution o f the late 1930's, heref- 
fo rts tq  msintain personal Intergrítv and visión 
w ith in  the heat o f passioneta involvement. Sex- 
ism, vioience, a hostile International context. 
le ftis t vanguards, common fro n t strategies and 
organization are issues faced by her in Spain. 
Commonground Press 346pp $7.50

A N H -SE M inSM  &  T H E  B E IR U T  POGRCM 
b y  Fredy Perlman 

A  F ifth  Estate reprin t. "The  long exite is over; 
the persecuted refugee a t long last retums to 
Z ion, bu t so badlv scarred he's unrecognlzabl, 
he has completely lost himself; he returns as 
aoli-Semite, as Pogromist, as mass m urderer." 
Le ft Bank Books 16pp $.50

FASaSM/ANn-FASaSM 
b y  Je a n B a iro t 

“ T^ere is no revolution w ith o u t the destruction 
o f the State." Usíng th is as a guide, Barrot con- 
structs a devastingcritique o f revolutionary 
movements which defend "dem ocratic" forms 
o f the State against Its r i^ t -w in g  variants.
Black Cst Press 37pp $.75

T I E  A B O L IT K K  O F  W O RK by B o b  Black
"N o  one should ever w o rk ,"  writes Black in 
this very thoughtfu i essay. "W ork is the source 
o f nearly all the misery in  the world  . . .  In or­
der to  stop suffering, we have to  stop w ork ing." 
His solution to  forced labor? "R e la x ." With 
marvelous graphics by Donns Kossy. 
Out-of-Kontrol Data Korp. 16pp $1.00

TH E S A M ire C *a £ & H U M A N  R K M T S  
a i a r t a 7 9

Although popularly known as "Lapps ," the 
Sami people o f Northern Europe are an oppras- 
sed m ínority  o f indigenous peopte who live in 
upper regions o f Scandinavia. The Samis are in 
a figh t to  save their language and culture and to' 
stop the explo ita tion o f the ir lands by  hydro- 
electric projects.
Charta 79 72pp $1.50

í® JIRO N  GUN assentrled by G e n y  Reith 
'T he re  w ill be people w ho say that mere

'Ideas' cannot be dangerbus w ell, they just
never had any ideas like these. Neutrón Gun 
doesn't jus t open Pandora': box, bu t literally 
tears it  apart. More than jus t a book, this is a 
concussion device.. .  "  —Denis McBee 
The late Gerry Reith and friends w ith  expiosive 
fíc tion , inventive graphics and weird fliers. 
Neither/Nor Press 72pp $2.95

RESISTANCETO THE PLAN HAS BEEN 
HEAVY by Raken T. Leaves
When I picked up this lit t ie  hand-painted pho- 
tocopied book o f collages, I had the feeling I 
often when I see the w ork o f our friend Raken, 
that in a direct, p lay fu l, and untheoretical way, 
she expresses our own tr it iq u e  and hatred fo r 
the modern megamachine. Using automatic 
techniques to  cu li technological language com- 
bined w ith  unsettiing collages o f machinery, 
this books indicts technological civilization by 
way o f black humor and convulsiva energy.
16  pages, handpeinted photocopy $5.00

1984  byGecxgeOrwU
Signet Oassic reduced: org. $1,95; now  $.75
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New A rt for a  Dangercxis Age (NADA)

An imasinative zine which focuses ^ e i r  cur­
ren! issue on heaith and medicine. Each copv 
has unique addition o í ciip-art and color. Biend 
o f reprints and original articles. Order from  us 
or d irect from  N A D A , 195 Garfieid Pl., A p t 2L, 
Brookiyn NY 11215,
Self-pub. lOpp S.SO

H E R E  &  NOW No. 3 - S ^  1986
This Scottish anti-authoritarian magazine 
contains articles on life  in the Eastern Bloc, 
the British r io ts , animal liberation, more. 
20pages S I .00

H E R E & N O W N o .2 -S u n m e r 1985 
Articles on ‘T h e  Subversive Past," 'T h e  
Search fo r  A u th e n tic ity ,"  ‘T h e  Remaking 
o f C om m un ity ," "Sex and Oestiny," and 
"F if th  Generation Computers."

20 pages $1.00

SIMULMIOMS by lean Baudrillard
"The  very defin ition  o f the real has become: 

y> a t o f which i t i s  possible to  give an equivaient 
reprodvction . . . The real is.no1 only what can 
be reproduced. B ut that wtiiañ is always already 
reproducad. The hyperreal . .  . wtiich is entire- 
ly  in sirhulation ."
Semiotext(e) 159pps. $3.95

IN SHADOWOF THE SILENT 
MAJORITIES by jean Baudrillard 
"The  whole chaotic constellation o f the social 
revolves around tharspongy referen!, that 
opaque but equally trartslucent reality, tha t 
nothingness: the masses: A  statistical crystal 
ball, tite masses are 'sw irling w ith  currents and 
flow s,' in the image o f matter and the natural 
elements. So a t least they are represented to 
U S . "  Contains fo u r essays: " In  the Shadow of 
the Silont M ajorities." "...O r. The End o f the 
Social," "T h e  Implosión o f Meaning in the Me­
d ia ," and "O ur Thaetre o f C ruelty ." 
Semiotext(e) 123pps. $3.95

A  PEOPLE'S HISTORY OF THE UNITED 
STATES by Howard Zinn
"...engaging, inform ative, passionate and ex- 
tretnely w ell-w ritten,..the best c tifica l survey 
o f American history available." - from  the 
F ifth  Estate review o f the book. (See Fall 1982 
FEI
Harper/Collnphon Books 614po $8.50

HUMAN SCALE by Kirkpatrick Sale
The tit le  contains the realization tha t every­

th ing has gone in the opposíte d irection—massi- 
fice tion . Sale shows that scale effects every as- 
pect o f human existence from  architecture to 
war and tha t a human society must feature de- 
centralization o r suffer the outrages o f modern 
society.
Perígree Books S54pp was $8.95, now  $2.50

THE TECHNOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
by Jacques Elluf
'T h e  Technologícal Society is one o f the most 
im portant boolcs o f the  second half o f the 
tw entie th  century, lo  it ,  Ellul convincingly 
demonstrates th a t technology, which we 
continué to  concepTualize as the servant 
o f man, w ill overthrow  everything that pre- 
wents the internal logic o f its development, 
inctuding humanity itse lf..." -flobe rt Theo- 
bald, The Nation
Vintage Books 449pp $4.95

SOUTHAFRICA 1 ^5 : TTie O^anizatíOTi o f 
ftw e r in Black and White 
by S. Thompson and N. Abraham 
As w hite  rute in South Africa crumbles, tw o  ten 
dencies have arísen among those held subject fo r  
so long. One ís the sponteneous actions o f the 
toughest, most politic ized proletaria ! in the 
worid today; the other is a battie fo r hierarchi- 
cal power, no t a battie against it .  The structure 
g f power and its coveters are examlned closely 
in contras! to  those who would shatter it. 
N opub . listed 24po $1.25

A  listing o f F ifth  Estate back issues is 
avaílable w ith  book orders or a self-addres- 
sed, stamped envelope.

bitsof the 
worid in
Tarief

W ELLINGTON, New Zealand-A  
Maori land-ríghts activist, driving a van 
w ith  a trad itiona l native people's insult 
painted on its side, was arrested in Febru- 
ary when he tried to  jo in  visiting Queen 
Elizabeth's motorcade. The Queen was 
the repeated target during her v is it o f 
Maoris protesting the continuing th e ft of 
the ir homelands by the New Zealand 
government.

The van, driven by Dun Mihaka, car­
ried an image o f a Maori baring his but- 
tocks, an act called "Whakapohane," and 
expressing great contempt. Freaked-out 
Wellington pólice rammed the van and 
arrested Mihaka on charges o f dangerous 
driving before he could jo in  the royal con­
voy which was heading fo r a w iid lífe  pre­
serve. Prior to  European domination 
the so-called "preserve" had been undes- 
ignated wilderness open to  all.

tion  needed to  assure the continued im- 
prisonment and denial o f appeal fo r Ann 
Hansen and Brent Taylor whom she 
characterized as the "ringleaders" o f the 
group which was convicted o f a series o f 
bombings against m ilita ry  and anti-eco- 
logical targets.

According to  sources cióse to  the case, 
Belmas experienced a complete collapse 
in prison, begged the court fo r  leníency 
and agreed to  cooperate fu lly  w ith  the 
authorities. The most harmful aspect o f 
th is development has been tha t Belmas 
passed on Inform ation previously un­
known to  the Crown which provided a 
fu rthe r basis fo r denying the appeals o f 
Ann and Brent tha t were heard in Feb- 
ruary.

Other D irect A c tion  members Gerry 
Hannah and Doug Stewart are in médium 
security prisons, bu t Ann and Brent re­
main in máximum security where they 
may be fo r  years. Doug had a parole hear- 
ing in May, bu t the results are no t known 
as o f th is w riting. The Four need our 
support now  more than ever. They can 
be reached care o f Free the Five Defense 
Group, P.O. Box 48296, Bentall Sta., 
Vancouver, B.C., V7X  1A1, Cañada.

URDATE—The British Columbia Court 
o f Appeals on March 18th upheid the 
lengthy sentences o f both  Ann and Brent, 
white as a "rew ard" fo r her cooperation, 
Belmas had her 20-year sentence reduced 
by five years.

The much played Jerry FalweII Game 
may be over, and its goal o f bankrupting 
tbe right-w ing religious faker, i f  n o t ac- 
complished, has a t least cost him an in- 
credible chunk o f cash. People a ll over 
the U.S. have been calling the appropri- 
ately named Lynchburg Baptist Church 
fac ility  a t its to ll-free number and either 
hanging up or making fake pledges to  
support Falwell's racist, anti-gay, pro-war 
m in istry. (See FE  last issue.) The Rev- 
erend reports in his latest letter to  the 
fa ith fu l tha t "m ilita n t gays and others" 
have made a m illion  "profane and har­
assment" calis to  h im  at a cost to  the 
church o f $1 a cali; an estimated 50,000 
sets o f bibles have been destroyed at the 
cost o f $600,000 and 25,000 "fa ke " 
calis seeking "Christian counseiing" have 
jammed his phone lines to  the point 
where FalweII has been forced to  discon- 
nect his to ll-free number.

M ight be tim e to  move on: another 
right-wing m in istry w orthy o f gaming is 
Rev. Pat Robertson's 7(X) Club. Robertson, 
an arch-conservative, is considering running 
fo r  President. The to ll-free number fo r 
his "prayer lin e " is 1-800-446-0700 and 
he is jus t waiting fo r the fa ith fu l to  cali.

The Heathen Science M onitor, Box 
3181, Minneapolis MN 55403, suggests a 
war "gam e" as the next target fo r  free­
dom phone commandos. Dial 1-800- 
USA-ARMY fo r the Arm y's toll-free "ho t- 
line" and ask them some "h o t"  questions 
about the ir boss' plans fo r invading Nica­
ragua and other countries.

UFO aUcns couH 
besponges
DON’T BE surprised 

if the first alien from 
o u te r  s p a c e  is a 
spong e,  conf ides  a 
worid-renowned physi- 
cist.

“I f  a n d  w h e n  in te l l ig e n t  
a l ie n a  m a k e  t h e i r  p re s e n c e  
k n o w n , t h e y  m a y  t u m  o u t 
t o  b e  s p o n g e s , ”  c l a i m s  
R o n a ld  B r a c e w e ll

-£ ■ § 5  =

o = 1  §Vi «F* t_Cü 3  « CQ 
^  3  ^

n •£ j:  _-V V u C
m-S J  S 

— JS  *
■ 3  S  =cQ.Se

We recently carne across a seemingly 
throw-away clause in the Business section 
o f The New York Times which inadver- 
te n tly  gave an insight in to the nature o f 
monopoly capitalism. The artic le in which 
it appeared was a long blather about the 
effect o f w orid o il prices, bu t quoted one 
Benjamín Hardy, whom the "newspaper 
o f [capita list] record" described as "vice- 
president o f Equator Bank Ltd., a Hart- 
ford-based Bahamian bankingsubsidiary 
o f the Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank 
tha t deais exclusively w ith  sub-Saharan 
A frica ." In th is three-continent labyrinth 
o f capital, w inding in and o u to f  both 
capitalist and communist nations, a small 
cadre o f international financiers manipú­
late the lives o f billions. So dístant is this 
process fro m  popular contro l and so elu- 
sive and widespread are its tentacles that 
dreams o f reform  are impossible. Hope 
lies on ly in its destruction.

We are saddened to  have to  report 
tha t the Vancouver 5 has become the 
Vancouver 4. as former D irect Action  
member Julie Belmas has testífied against =  
her co-defendants during her appeal. ^ 
Faced w ith  a twenty-year sentence, she 
began supplying the Crown w ith  informa- a!

pünishnient
mean tíiem-vviüioat the capltCi 

thá puiñshmerít
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MORE NEW 
& Revie

Townsend, W A 93868, fo r $11.95. By 
the way, from  the address change we re- 
cently received it looks as though E.X. 
has been released fro m  prison. N ow w e 
can see how his own advíce works.

Loompanics, f ie  above mentioned 
publisher, ís a s tory in itself. Its 175 pp. 
catalog contains a w ide range o f right- 
wing, survivalíst and how -to-kill manuals 
míxed in w ith  a growing number o f an- 
archist titles  and even includes an essay 
by loose-cannon Bob Black. A lthough it 
appears th a t its appeal is to  rebeis toward 
the right end o f the spectrum, i t  may be 
tha t Loompanics ed itor Míchael Hoy is 
beginning to  see the spectrum as increas- 
ingly Irrelevant.

A  low er o f docks at a Paris tra in  ststion by 
French sculptor Armand. Rather than an aid 
to  commuters, none o f the docks te il the 
correct time.

S E A R C H  F O R  A R T IC L E S  &  ID E A S  
We are planning to  produce a spedal is­
sue on trees and forests, and seek articles, 
excerpts and graphics concerníng trees ín 
all the ir ecológica! and m ythopoetíc dim- 
ensions. A ll correspondence w ill be an- 
swered, all ideas seriously consídered. 
Send to  The F ifth  Estate, Box 02548, 
D e tro it MI 48202 USA.

Nuisance, in French,means a harmful 
th ing—not necessarily triv ia l. The quart­
erly periodical, Encyclopedie des 
Nuisances, sets o u t to  examíne the all-too- 
numerous painful aspects o f contempor- - 
ary Western society.

Issue Number 2, dated February 1985, 
ís devoted to  the "H is to ry  de Dix Ans." 
The history begins w ith  May ‘ 68 in France

the "ten  years" are counted fro m  the rev­
o lu tion  in Portugal in 1974. Spanish and 
Italian social upheavals are subsequently 
díscussed and the history concludes w ith  
the aborted revolution in Poland in the 
80's. "The Polish proletariat's most glor- 
íous v ictory was to  have restored to  our 
lifetim e the freshness o f the revolutionary 
project fo r a class less society, thereby re- 
freshing everyone's historie memory while 
exercising its own (which, since 1965, It 
had never lost)." (p. 42)

The authors, who remain anonymous, • 
extol the autonomous actions o f the pro- 
letariat; they aiso insist on the need fo r  a 
coherent theoretical analysis: "When the 
un ify ing forcé brought in to  action by ‘the 
real movement which dissolves existíng 
conditiorts' disappears fro m  social life, 
then the need fo r a unífíed critica l theory 
reappears." (p. 43)

Issue Number 4, dated August 1985, 
contains a critique o f the le ftis t Paris news­
paper Liberation, an ess?y on the trans- 
form ation o f quantifica tion and measure- 
ment from  exciting new techniques into 
the all-pervasive bonds they have become. 
" In  these times when everyone's sp irit 
da ily has to  endure the torture  imposed by 
the business economy's separated, mechan- 
ized and automated quantifica tion w ith in  
the substitute environment which i t  has 
erected, its absurdities make it dear that 
measure and its instruments are defin ite ly 
historical objects determined by a scale oí 
valúes and a human p ro je c t. . . .  The 
commercial measurement o f  the worid 
and the retention o f all the inhuman pro- 
portions o f the economy lead d irec tly  to  
the destruction o f valúes which were the 
basis o f  an earlier development and to  the 
abandonment o f  all human projects wor- 
ih y  o f the ñame. Once God became a 
useless hypothesis, the place from  which 
he was ejected has never been occupied by 
humanity's conscious activ ity ; rather, it 
has been invaded by material and intell- 
ectual instrumenta o f a knowledge which 
can continué to  pass itself o f as objective 
only by restricting and ímpoverishing what 
is rea l." (pp. 72-73)

The fina l essay in Issue Four deais w ith  
the ruling class' attempts to  rationalize 
the c ity . Here is the in troduction to  this 
essay; "The cry, 'A  bas!' [-Down w ith  ...!] 
expresses the antagonistic feelings central 
to  a ll revolutionary endeavors which 
always begin by articulating what is no 
longer wanted. Such feelings clearly m otí­
vate th is ErKyclopedie. However, the urge 
to  destroy what exists, to  be finished w ith 
the intolerable weight o f history can lend 
support to  measures undertaken by the 
ruling class which is eager to  oblitérate 
all traces o f its origins in order to  postpone 
its demise. Thus, the ruling class is 
attempting to  destroy the European c ity  
in order to  make a tabula rasa o u t o f the 
memories recorded there, memories which 
a llow  inhabitants to  remain in touch w ith  
another epoch's e ffo rts—evidence o f a 
consciousness, sensitivity and competence 
which are adm itted ly frozen, bu t rícher 
than the poverty-strid<en ersatz which 
contemporary society is imposing on us."
(p. 77)
Encyclopedie des Nuisances, B.P. 188, 
75665 Paris Cedex 14, France. Annual 
subscription o f fo u r Issues o f 100 francs.

Another publication which is more or 
less uncategorizable is The Voice o f  
Zewam, which declares tha t "as the task 
o f inqu iry in to the life  o f Zewam Amóla 
proceeds. the affin ities linking Zewambul- 
ism to surrealism are becoming increas-

ingly ev iden t. . .  Both take an uncompro- 
mising attitude to  the in tegrity o f the in ­
dividual and the 'convulsive beauty' o f 
the dream state. Both harbor deep dis­
trus t o f au thority  and its soui-withering, 
regimental, ratiocínative, utílitarían im­
pulses. Both encourage and esteem non- 
conform ity  as a weapon to  thw art these 
impulses . . . "  According to  the newslet- 
ter. Zewam Amóla (1895-1957) was a 
native weaver and visionary poet from  
Labrador whose w ork prompted Andre 
Bretón to  w rite  in 1938, " l  derived an al- 
most tangible satisfaction from  the recog- 
n itioo  o f the surreal undercurrent tha t 
flows through your poems: your rivers 
púlsate w ith  the power o f your imagina­
tio n ; your porcelain skies glaze m y eyes 
w ith  the ir hallucinatory beauty . .  . Such 
is the power o f you r verse th a t I fear my 
own poetry w ill never be the same again 
. . Wr i te PO Box 196, Dobbs Ferry NY 
10522 USA.

Another publication which has come 
our way is the G ra ffit i Times, containing 
interviews w ith  graffitists from  Chile and 
E! Salvador. "The walls belong to  the 
people, and we have every right to  paint 
them, to  do w ith  them w hat we w ant be- 
«ause they are ours," says the Salvadoran, 
fo r whom  graffiting walls could bring an 
instantaneous death sentence. The pub- 
lishers tell us ín a le tter, "We see g ra ffiti as 
a free expression and we w rite  about i t  in 
all its social, politica l, cultural and artístic 
form s." They w ant in fo  on g ra ffiti from  
other areas. Write I.G.T., Box 299,
Prince Si. Station, NYC NY 10012.

The Nuclear Resistor, which ís pub- 
iished to  support jailed and imprisoned 
anti-nuclear actívists, has moved. They 
can now be contacted at P.O. Box 1503,

Ukiah CA 95482. Contains much in fo  on 
anti-nuke d irect action, fo r  example that 
o f Tom  Hastings o f Wisconsin, involved 
in w ork against the Navy's installation o f 
the Extrem ely Low Frequency (ELF) 
Communications grid in Wisconsin and 
Michigan's upper península. Hastings de- 
dded to  com m it an act o f d irect disarma- 
ment when he read o f the 8-18 year sen­
tences handed o u t to  the Silo Pruning 
Hooks people fo r the ir jackhammer dis- 
armament o f  a míssile silo near Kansas 
C ity. Hastings proceeded to  cu t down a 
transm itter pole and has joined the ranks 
o f antiwar actívists facing ja il fo r his act 
o f conscience. One o f many sudi stories 
in th is valuable newsletter. (For in fo on 
Hastings and anti-ELF, w rite  Box 364, 
Webster Wl 54893.)

Another related publication is The Nu­
clear Free Press, which carries much in- 
depth material on the nuclear plague, war, 
industrialism, and more. A  recent issue 
contains an eight-page supplement on the 
genocidal war waged by Indonesia against 
East T im or and West Papua, compiled by 
the Indonesia East T im or Program (PO 
Box 1672, Peterborough, Ontario Cañada 
K9J 7S4). This secret war, which has 
gone on since the Indonesian invasión o f 
East T im or in 1975, has causad 250,000 
deaths—over one th ird  o f the Timorese 
population—by murder and starvation. 
The supplement aiso details the genocíde 
perpetrated by this U.S. a lly against the 
people o f West Papua. The publication 
aiso contains articles on star wars, Chemi­
cal war research on animals, and more. 
W rite The Nuclear Free Press, 1 rent Uni­
versity, Peterborough, Ontario, Cañada 
K9J 7B8.

Reagan k  Given Lethal Injection 
AñerApologizingforHís Crimes

In 1923, tw o  issues appeared o f what 
could be considered one o f the earliest o f 
the modern self-published zines, Bilboquet 
(French printers' stang, meaning jo b  print- 
ing o f stationary, visiting cards, announce- 
ments, etc.), w ritten  entire ly by Antonin 
Artaud under pseudonyms. The fo llow ing 
editoria l statement from  his publication 
appears in A n to n in  A rtaud : Selected 
Writlngs. edited by Susan Sontag, from  
the Noonday Press.

"There aren't enough magazines, or if  
you w ill. all existing magazines are useless. 
We are appearing because we believe we 
are responding to  something. We are rea!. 
This excuses us from  being necessary. 
There should be as many magazines as 
there are vaUd States o f  m i n d . . .

"A ll  magazines are slaves to  a way o f  
th inking  and as a result they despise 
t h o u ^ t  They all have the serious defect

o f being edited by several people. Thus 
they imagine tha t they are reflecting a 
State o f opinión, when they are really on­
ly  a grab bag. For there is no such thing 
as a State o f  Opinión, there are various 
opinions which are more or less w orthy 
o f being expressed. But hum anity is in ­
curable. No one w ill ever prevent people 
from  being sure o f the ir own thought and 
suspicious o f someone else's; i f  someone 
who has a valid po in t o f view wants to  
give i t  an audience, he has no cholee but 
to  start a magazine. We have a po in t o f 
view th a t is w orth  expressing. Circum- 
stances external to  the fac t o f thínking 
correctly o r incorrectly prevent existíng 
magazines fro m  accepting th is po in t o f 
view in its absolute nakedoess. There are 
no free magazines; all magazines have 
what amounts to  a creed. Thus we are 
choosing the on ly  means o f being our- 
selves and o f being ourselves to ta lly  . . . "

SCHOOL ROBOTS
ROBOT TOYS THAT CONVERT 

TO PEN, SHARPENER OR ERASER

$159
ON Iwrm

T>BS 
COUPON

V iM  D w  H .  I M S  «  n o w  oi> h a iM  a n e S i llU i  t n  « M .  
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Status o f D ra ft Registration 
Prosecution

V io lation o f Selectiva Service 
laws and regulations:

6,500,000+ by SS &  GAO 
Non-registration: 500,000+ 
incomplete registration; (no 
Social Security no., etc): 

1,000,000+

Late registration; 7 (m illions) 
fnvalíd registration (changeof 
address w /o  notice to  SS: 

5,000,000+
Counseling, aid or abetment of 
resistance: ?(mi!lions) 
Conspiracy to  counsel, aid, abet, 
o r resist; ?(millions)

DO N 'T REGISTER!
DO N 'T FIG HT!

M.P.'s expelling d ra ft protester 
from  the  Selective Service reg­
ional o ffice  in Colorado. Photo 
and statístíc from  Reástance 
News, Box 42488, San Francisco 
CA 94142.

Jiockets Fired at Summv
But Míssiles Miss the Target

By CLYDE HABERMAN
S p e o a l  M  T T ie  N e »  Y o r k  T i m e s

TOKYO. May 4 —  Penetratm g the 
extraordinary security surroundmg the 
economic summit meeting, 
todav fired five homemade rockets ai 
the State guest house during w elcoin i^  
ceremonies there for the leadere of the 
industrial nations meeting m Tokyo.

Mutinies to End War
Continued

the m utiny o f the French flee t in the 
Black Sea, centered around the battieships 
France and Jean B a rt A  revolutionary 
in the French navy was quoted at the 
tim e as saying, "The workers o f Germany, 
Austria and Hungary were figh ting  an 
armed struggle, and revolutionary strikes 
were ragíng in Ita ly , Spain, Switzerland, 
and a ll over Europe, and in faraway Arg­
entina,. . .  the French soldiers and sailors 
saw before them the revolution which was 
rousing the masses o f the people o f 
France."

The horrible wars o f th is century, the 
more than 40 "sm all' wars raging all over 
the w orld  today, the threat o f extermina- 
tion o f the human race and o f all life on 
this planet, the butchering governments 
and death by starvation and m ainutrition 
o f one o u t o f every six human beings are- 
n 't  caused by "hum an nature." They are 
the d irect result o f capitalist society, the 
w orld  o f social relations based on the ex­
change o f objects and ac tiv ity th rough

from  Page 11
money, the system o f wage labor and the 
market economy which finds its valúes 
created and reinforced by religión and the 
fam ily , schools and the news media, or­
ganized sports, the sex industry, and the 
w ork ethic.

Capitalist society was born in warfare 
and has on ly  continued to  exist in the 
20th  century through a terrib le cycle o f 
international war, reconstruction and eco­
nom ic collapse. The basis o f  power in 
capitalist society is the modern nation- 
State. The State is on ly the monopoly o f 
armed vioience by which a ruling class 
maintains its d ictatorship over the  rest o f 
society in general and over the working 
class in particular. And the basis o f the 
power o f the state is the armed forces.

l t  is very clear tha t one o f the most 
im portant functions o f the NATO and 
Warsaw Pact forces is to  prepare fo r  the 
suppression o f social unrest in Europe, 
the way the Polish army did against the 
Solidarity movement in 1981. In the na-

Drug Tests
Continued from  Page 17

fo r use in production. That period o f 40 
hours a week is dead time: i t  belongs for- 
m ally to  capital, bu t the ¡Ilusión remains 
tha t ou r off-hours are "free -tim e"—free 
from  capital's dictates. Rather, tha t per­
iod o f our lives is where consumption o f 
commoditíes and leisure takes place 
simply m irroring wage work. W ith  the 
advent o f widespread drug testing, that 
relationship becomes even clearer; you 
smoke marijuana at a party on Saturday 
and you w ill pay the consequences on 
Monday morning after a piss test.

A lthough there is tremendous opposi­
tion  to  these tests from  almost all w ork­
ers, many unions and d v il liberties groups, 
those fro m  whom the tests are demand- 
ed—prospective job  seekers or isolated 
workers in low-paying industries—are o f­

ten faced w ith  the cholee o f either sub- 
m itting  or losing th e ir livelihood.

The testing machines can be fo iled, 
however. A  double handful o f sait o r a 
capful o f  common household ammonia 
dumped in to  your uriñe sample w ill send 
the machine haywire and show a "drug- 
free " read-out regardless o f your actual 
condition. This w ill occur since the ma­
chine w ill n o t even recognize the specímen 
as uriñe and register a " 0.000"  count or 
uriñe matabolites.

A ll o f US have d iffering views on the 
proprie ty o f drug usage, bu t shou Id real­
ize the ir p roh ib ition  by  the state has al­
ways been used as a weapon o f suppres­
sion against m inorities, politica l dissidents 
and non-conformists. This latest tech­
nological w rinkle sim ply w ill increase the 
reign o f terror already present in the work- 
place and must be fought. The battielines 
have always been clear: capital wants our 
minds and our bodies 24 hours a day.

Fuck w ork before i t  fucks you.

Riiasecj.- g  ^ jgñ íL^pJied . "N o.'íhey

NASA Says Rocket’s Failuri 
Cripples Launching Capacil

Space
Continued from  page 15 

Though in the last case, we found it 
encouraging that people ignored (or 
qu ick iy  forgot) the televised platitudes 
about American destiny and the space 
program and were te lling space shuttie 
jokes w id)in  hours o f  the crash. (Exam­
ple; Why d id n 't the shuttie crew bathe 
before the launch? Answer: they knew 
they’d wash up on the beach.) Despite 
the disquieting element o f indifference to 
the loss o f any  human life evinced by peo­
ple rapidly going from  mediatized mourn- 
ing to  humorous triv ia liz ing o f an event 
w hich was at least tragic fo r  those involv-

ed (who can forget the look o f disbelief 
and horror on the faces o f Christa Me— 
A u liffe 's  fam ily  and students?), the per­
vasive jokes can on ly be seen as evidence 
o f an erosión o f loya lty  to  the empire as 
people mock its most haltowed represen- 
tations.

Lately, o f course, NASA hasn't been 
able to  get anyth ing  to  stay up—in the 
last year, besides the shuttie, a Delta rock 
et, tw o  T itán 34-D rockets, and a Nike- 
Orion "sounding rocket'-' have a ll blown 
up or crashed. If we fe it a sense o f relief 
before, how can we feel anything but 
gtee when we read o f these failures?

—Gus Grissom

tions o f Latin America, the on ly real par­
póse fo r the armed forces is the suppres­
sion o f w orking class movements toward 
revolution, like in Chile in 1973.

There are no "free  societies" anywhere 
in the w orld  today. No ruling class in his­
to ry  has ever given up its power and its ex­
istence w ithou t a figh t, and the men who 
rule the w orld  today w on 't be any excep- 
tion. l t  may not be very long before the 
CTisis o f  capitalist society forces in to  be­
ing an authenticanti-authoritarian rebel­
lion against capitalism in other parts o f 
the world and even here in the United 
States—one th a t goes beyond even the 
most radical moments o f  the workers

movement in Poland in 1980 and 1981.
A t th a t po in t, the conscious revolution­

ary collapse o f the army and navy w ill be 
necessary no t just fo r the possibility o f a 
successful social revolution, bu t fo r the 
very survival o f humanity. The managers 
o f capitalist society in both the East and 
West blocs fin d  the ir system heading into 
the gravest crisis in the h istory o f the cap­
ita list w orld. The response they are plan- 
ning to  "save" capitalism could lead to  
our to ta l ex tinction as a species—unless 
the basis o f the ir economy and power is 
collapsed from  w ith in  by the w orking 
class men and women who they depend 
on.
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Kent State
Continued from  Page 8

w illing  to  risk re*arrest after a heated meeting one 
night abraut which was the best way to  proceed to  hait 
the construction. The construction had been started, 
bu t was halted by a tem porary court order. Sixty-one 
o f US d id  a m iddie-of-the-night guerrilla sort o f action 
where we hopped the fence which had been p u l up 
around the area w hile supporters created a diversión o f 
loud noises around the other side to  decoy the pólice.

This tim e the head o f campus security and the 
Portage County sheriff carne to  have a prívate council 
w ith  US. Amidst the televisión lights and shouts o f sup>- 
porters we were essentially begged by these tw o  men 
not to  make them 90 through this again. They were 
reminded by someone th a t they had no obligation to  
go through w ith  i t ,  tha t they could always resign their 
jobs if they d id  no t wish to  compromise w ith  evil. But 
this argument unfortunate ly did no t have the íntended 
effect. So we were arrested once more, th is  tim e spiit 
up into smaller groups and bused o u t to  d iffe ren t 
counties. I was w ith  a group th a t graced Cuyahoga 
County Jail in dow ntown Cleveland fo r  three days, 
later dubbed the electronic people crusher because of 
its Star Trek-like doors and fu tu ris tic  design.

Well, to  make a long story short, we lost the battie 
(as fo r  the war, the results are still n o t in). The new 
gym annex was bu ilt, and to  th is day stands fu lly  op- 
erational. The controversy between the universityand 
the parents o f the slain, wounded and the ir supporters 
over how the killings should be memorialized has not 
yet been resolved.

W on 't Let May 4 th  Die!
In 1978 national attention was once again directed 

toward Kent State when the Universiiy administration 
refused to  accept a memorial sculpture by artist George 
Segal depicting Abraham bearing a knífe over his son, 
Isaac, who is bound and kneeíing before him. Two 
years later, the adm inistration proposed a monument 
which would "acknowledge the event w ithou t ínter- 
p re ta tion," bu t i t  was met w ith  such overwhelming 
opposition that the idea was dropped. A  school o ffi- 
cial said, realizing tha t a decade's tim e had not stilled 
anger over the killings, "People aren 't ready to  let 
May 4 th  d ie .. . "

I th in k  tha t perhaps though inadvertently, this 
o ffic ia l has summed up the feelings o f many o f us 
better than we could, in a thousand words. No, we 
are no t ready to  le t May 4 th  die. A lthough I am not 
o u t getting arrested every day protesting the imper- 
-ialistic acts that ou r country commits either at home 
o r abroad, ever since my involvement at Kent State, I 
have chosen to  live my life in such a way as to  n o t let 
the meaning o f May 4 th  die.

And whether tha t means my being w ith  the Cathol- 
ic Worker dealíng w ith  the da ily victims o f the system, 
or choosing to  live simply and in such a way as n o t to  
o il the wheeis o f th a t system. I t  is all in tim ate ly  con- 
nected w ith  no t letting May 4th die.

Between the early ‘ 60s and the early '70s, literaily 
m illions o f Indochinese people and thousands o f Am- 
ericans lost the ir Uves half way around the w orid  in an 
immoral war which accomplished nothing other than 
to  barden people’s hearts and create a near permanent 
State o f war and cíiaos in tha t región. On May 4th,
1970, a littie  b it o f tha t war carne home to  the inno- 
cent, ro lling hills o f northeastern Ohio, and fo r  a mo- 
ment we were able to  glimpse what i t  m ight feel like 
to  have brown or yellow  skin and Uve in a Third 
W orld country which has been dedared o f "strategic 
importance" to  the United States. I t  seems to  me 
tha t th is is w hy A llison Krause, Jeffery M iller, Sandra 
Scheur and William Schroeder died, and th is is their 
legacy to  us. Let us therefore live our lives in such a 
way tha t we may know they d id  not die in vain.

•  —B ill McCormick

FE  N ote: Sínce receiving BiU's artic le severa! 
m onths ago, K e n tS ta a  University has announced 
tha t a memoria! fo r  the slain students has been seiect- 
ed which appears to  have wide-spread support

a f t e r  e h e r a o b y l
We are too much íti tlie rain. 
The falluiit swells. 
Tlie fallout swells. 
Staríng at an aahen birdless sky, 
we lost our wonder. 
Very littie time left now, 
much tliunder. 

—L. Clive

H A  Y M A R K E T
Continued from  page 9 

buried (along w ith  Volta irine de Cleyre and others). 
There was a brief scuffie w ith  liberáis and stalinists 
over a blad< flag hung on the monument, b u t in the 
end i t  stayed. People drank ohampaign and took 
snapshots o f each other, fin a lly  gathering a t the grave 
in a linking o f arms to  shout some spirited hurrahs fo r 
anard iy. I may be a sentimental foo l, bu t I loved it. 
And we made our p o in t- th e  Haymarket victims were 
no t liberáis, labor reformists, o r historians. They were 
unrelenting rebeis who had the courage and the visión 
to  demand the impossible in an impossible society. 
That is why they were hung-as the state's attorney de-

clared, it  was anarchy th a t was on tr ia l-a n d  tha t ¡s why 
the last words o f George Engel and Louis Lingg were 
"L o n g  live anarchy."

In spite o f  any criticisms, i t  was exciting to  be there 
w ith  so many people who. even if the ir interpretations 
varied w idely, were drawn to  an event based on those 
last defiant words. Let no one be mistaken: anarchy 
cánnot be stamped out. Anarchy Uves.

—Oogbane Campion
FE NOTE: Space llm ita tion* kept us from  p rin ting  a series o f 
reaetions from  others, including a le tter from  the elght Toron- 
toans v iíio  vwre arrested. We plan to  p rin t them in our next is­
sue a ong w ith  letters from  readers who were there (piease be 
brief). Other reports o f the gathering appeared ir* the June 
Northwest Passage U107-B East Pike St., Seattie W A 98122) 
and the BTB Newsletter (1369 Haight, SF CA 94117).

Ayuntamiento de Madrid




