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To civilizad mankind* The Basque country offers to your 
compassionate gaze the corpse ofher 
lovliest city, confident that it will 

not be profaned by your indifference, sure that in this our hour of 
tragedy you will feel with us a noble indignation and will lend us the 
effective support of your conscience.

As if our grief were not enough we have also to endure the cynical 
imputation that it was we ourselves who killed our sons. You know

well who were the murderers— those 
who sank the Lusitania, and burn- 

ed the University of Louvain.
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To-day our faith in the eternal principies of Justice and Right—  
principies instilled by the Creator in the hearts of all men of good 
will— is stronger than ever.

To these men we entrust the evidence of the murderous weapons 
collected in the smoking tomb of our consecrated city.
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UNIMPEACHABLE TESTIMONY 
ABOUT THE CRIMES COMMIT- 
TED BY FASCISM IN GUERNICA

v:.í i
STATEMENT OF MASSACRE BY 
A CANON OF VALLADOLID 
CATHEDRAL

_ 'T* •['ÍVJ.
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París, A pril 3 0 .— On his 
arrival ¡rom Bilbao, don A l­
berto Onaindia, canon of the
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chapter of the Cathedral of 
Valladolid, a native of Bizcay 
and eyo witness of the bomb- 
ing of Guernica said among 
other things: « /  was in Bilbao 
at the end of last week when 
I  heard that the Basque Go­
vernment had decided to eva­
cúate Guernica. yls I  have 
relatives in the town 1  decided 
to go there. I  arrived in Guer-
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nica A pril 2 6 th at 4 ,5 0  in the afternoon. It was a 
most olear day contrary to all that has heen stated. 
I  had hardly left my motor car when the air raid started.
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The first bomb destyoyed a three storey building and 
shattered the panes of all the buildings in the town. 
A s  this market day there were many peasant froni
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the surrounding vülages in Guernica. When the bonib- 
ing started these people fled tenified into the fields,

leaving their cattle behind.
)}I noticed the planes carne in relays first only one 

appeared, after it carne three more then seven and 
finally six triple motor planes.

»The bombing of the town went on until y ,4 5 . 
During all this time the assesines were constantly 
flying over the town. The system of attack was always 
the same. First they would machine-gun the people,
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then they dtopped explosive and finally inccndiayy 
bombs.

))The planes flew very low, their machine-guns rat- 
Üed furiously machine-gunning woods fields and road- 
side ditches full of praying women, children and aged 
people.

líTowafds dusk one could not distinguish beyond 
five hundred metets because dense black snioke, the 
resuli of fite  and bombing covered the entire town.

)>One could not hear a sigh or complaint: people
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zí/eye paralysed by fear; same prayed, others stretched 
their arms in cross as ij to implore mercy from heaven. 
One of the planes swooped down to twohiindred meters 
from my motor car and rained machine-gun fire on it. 
I , too had to take refu ge in a small oak wood and 
later joined some militiamen. A t seven o’clock Guernica 
was in flames.

»The firemen from Bilbao who arrived immedia- 
tely busily started to work on some of the buildings 
which had not been totally burnt. One could see the 
glow of fire from Lequeitio twenty two kilometers away.
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any sort not even were thm | 

machine-guns.
»During the first hounl 

of the night it was a mostl 
horryfiyng spectacle; nien, 
women and children wan- 
dering through the wooiú 
looking for their dear one%\ 
to find in the mayority 
of cases but bullet riddkd] 
bodies.
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»The htiüdings near the 
histoHcal tree, which stands 
on a small MU are intact. 
Bul the City Hall with its 
valuadle archives and docu- 
ments has been destroyed.

»As a catholic priest I  
must say that the greatest 
outrage to religión would he 
the singing o / «  T e D eum  

to the glory of Franco and 
Mola, who represent utter

ríl* .̂
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barbarism, in the church of Santa M aría of Guernica 
which was saved from fire by the heroic efjorts of the 

firemen from Bilbao.
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»Uj) to the present ihe rehels have destroyed the fol- 
lowing towns in the Basque Country: Marquina, Elo- 
rrio, Durango, Ceanuri, Dima, Yurre, Ceberio, Ochan- 
diano, Ahadiano, Villarreal, Guernica, Auntibar, 
Bolibar and Eibar.

»During the last few days nwors raped twenty four 
women in Ceanuri three of them belonging to the same 
family.

»Members of the Nationalist Party have incontro- 
vertable statements on the subject.»

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



SWORN STATEMENT OF THE 
GERMAN PILOT WALTER KIENZLE

I  servad as a first lieutenent in the Germán air 
corfs up to the middle of January when I  went to West- 
jalia and worked as an engineer in a place callad 
Gruland up to the beginning of February. I  then 
sailed for Spain on board the Germán ship dlma» 
embarking in R iel with four other Germans three 
of whom were also pHots. Vf' e landed in Cádiz on the 
i6th or lyth  of February. In  Spain I  was made cap- 
tain in the air forcé and chosen leader of a squadron 
of nina planes. I  started flying on the Madrid front 
in March as the leader of chaser planes whose duty 
it was to protect Talayera. I  carne to the Basque front 
March j i s t  and commanded a squadron of the same 
type and number of planes that is, chaser planes, I  
took part in operations against the positions near V i- 
llarreal such as Albertia, M ar oto and other s on the 
road to Ochandiano. I  carne to Spain as a volunteer. 
I  signad a contract to come here in Berlin with a 
Germán whose ñame I  do not know. A ll the pilots 
lindar my command were Germán. On the northern 
fronts my base was in Vitoria. There were two squa­
dron of nina planes each there with three reserve planes 
each making a total of twenty four, chaser in all pilotad 
by Germans. A ll planes were of the nHeinkeh type.

I  was made prisoner when a lorry in ivhich I  was 
going to the front lost its way and went into loyal 
territory.
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SWORN STATEMENT OF THE GERMAN 
PILOT GUNTHER SCHULTZE PLANK

I  served in the Germán army up to the middle of i g jó  
Holding the rank oj lieutenent. After that time T served in a 
squadrone of fighting planes and later became a civil avia- 
tor. I  carne to Spain on Decemher j i s t  sailing from Ham- 
hurg on the (/.Monte Roxe» and landed in Lishon. From 
Lisbon I  went directly to Seville where 1 piloted chaser planes 
whose duty it was to protect the city. I  then went out to the 
Madrid front. I  piloted a chaser plañe under the command 
of Walter Kienzle. I  do not know what my commander 
Kienzle has stated, if he said the type of planes we used or 
the nationality of their pilots but the greater part of those 
operaing in Talavera were Germán. Decipline forbids me to 
say the type of planes used or the nationality of their pilots 
it is for my commander Kienzle to say.
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Pakean! Pakeati bi- 
zi giñan, bai. Lan da 
lan bizi zan gure er'ia. 
Lan da lan, bere se- 
meen onari begira, be- 
re aurerapenari begira. 
Lan da lan, bere izae- 
rari eutsi naiean, legez- 
ko azkatasuna legez lor- 
iu naiean.

Gau beliz batean—  
antziñan lez, antziña- 
ko atzeñtar bilaua gure 
efiaz jabetu naiean eto- 
ñ  oi zanean lez— guda-
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zantzoak entzun ziran eñ haré eta faketsu ontan. Eta antziñan lez, 
euzkoa, oinperatzera eztozkionen aurean. üxartu zan! jetki zan!

zutitu zan! _ u i i
GeroztiK gudan gera. Baño gure eñak iñoiz ikust ez duan bezelako

gudatean. Gudariak alkar-erailtzea. utsa da. Gudariak alkareraiÜzeko
oizonaren hasatikeriak asmatu düzaken era eta tresna kaltegartenak
Irabiltzea, idsa. Ikusten danez, ori ez da guda, gudate au sortu digute-
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Baño eri ori, here 
uri, lantegi, basetxe eta 
jauregiak ondatuaz hi- 
rintzea ere, ez da aski. 
Orek ezin ase nonhait 
gure arerioa. Eri ori, 
lime doakabeak, ema- 
kume gaxoak eta apaiz 
otxanak erailaz birin- 
tzea, aurtzaroa, amata- 
sima esta jakintza erai­
laz deuseztutzea, ez da 
aski. Orek ezin ase 
nonbait, odol egariz da 
tozen atzeriko aranoak;

Ef V '• .' ^
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ase egorik ez duie- 
lako, hele beltzen gixa 
ondakiñak eta ezurak 
jan-usaiean dabiltzan 
españar izeneko oiek. 
En oren muña, efi oñn 
izaera, en oren odola, 

J en oren anima zapal-
du hear. Eta oretarako, 
GernikcCra etoñ zilzaiz- 
kigun. Gernika' ra! 
Euzko-gogoaren kutxa- 
ra; mendeak zear, euzko 
izaeraren adierazle izan 
dan urira. Eta gau ba-

íi". A
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tez, neronen hegiz ikusi nuen, alako maitasunez maite genuan 
una, su-ta-gar, eretzen, kiskaltzen, ileñ biurtzen; txaututa ez 
etxe ez ondasun gelditu ziran gernikaren aurean; ez gogo- 
kutxa, ez hatzareñ gelditu giñan euzbotaren aurean.
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Euskaldunak! Bizcai’n, EuzkacLi'n uri bat autu digute ereízeko. 
Eta Gernika izan da. Zergatik?... Euzko-gogoarekikoak egin nai 
dituztelako. Euskaldunak ludiaren gañetik garbitu nai gaituztelako.

Urutietan bizi zeraten euskaldun anaiak! zuen eña erail nai 
digute: zuen gurasoen ezur'ak dauzkan cria; agian, zuen guraso, 
seme-alaba edo senideak bizi dirán edo bizi ziran eña. Gu erail 
nai gaituzte eñ bezela. Euzkadi erail nai digute, gudari kemen- 
tsuen ausardiz eta odolez lortuta bere azkatusanaz jabetu-beñ dan 
une oietan.

Gipuzkoa'n, Nafaroa'n, ArabcCn, areiroen mende bizi zeraten 
euskaldun anaiak; dabakigu orko beri. Zuen artean dauden atze- 
ñko aranoak eta etxeko beleak, tengo lepotik burua. Sua, onda- 
mena, eriotza, ez dirala aski? Gezura guzien gañetik! Dana dala, 
jo aurera! Eta gezuñk beltzena aizatu dute. Bere buruaren bi-
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Gernika'n, gau 
beliz arlan etxerik- 
etxe ikusi nituan su- 
garen gixa, nere abo­
lsa sugar biuriula 
zuen biolzelara eldu- 
izea nai nuke. Ez 
ezer eretzeko. Ez go- 
r oloar i aizemaieko. 
Ezia zuen inguru- 
koen gixa jardunaz, 
gure eria birinlzeko. 
Ez! Suak, ere ezezik, 
ere gabe berolzen eta 
garbiizen bai bail- 
daki: ela zuen bio- 
Izak, goroioz kiskal- 
du gabe, berolu bilez.
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anaiak. Leku, beste 
aldeko euskaldunak, 
leku egiari! Gezurak 
cta itxumenak sortu- 
tako gofotoa dau- 
kazuten euskaldtm 
anaiok, euzkotaren 
eguzkia argitzen asi 
dan une ontan, Eus- 
kaleria aztakatu nai 
digutela ikusi zatute.

Bizitu, negarez 
bizi zeraten anaiak, 
berotu guziok aber- 
tzaletasun txingara! 
Eta su oren inda- 
rez, itxaron, itxaron, 
itxaron!

•’í. • ---*»-i ' .
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Gifuzkoa zear, Naparoa zear. Araba zear, zutiñik Gernika'n 
gelditu dan zugaitz zar aren gerizpea zahaüzera. 
aZar sendo zindo, gurutze deuna beti bere
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goiburm duala zutik gelditu dan zugaitzaren gerizpea 
Aber’i osoan zabaltzera; pake eta zoriontasun frutuak 
enianaz, Euzkadi erdi-erdian bein betirako ipintzerea, 
ezartzera, tinkotzera.
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Itulian wur material 
taken jrom the enemy 
in Euzkadi.

(Ze ikusten dabe 
Neure hegijok?
Au daña dakust 
Galduta.
Berezi, baso,
Muru ta mendi, 
Uri, basen 
Ta daña...
Gaur areyuak, 
Saloberiok,
Ara birindu 
D abela...
¡II nayago dot 
Ikusi baño 
A berija’ren 
Amaya!
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A n
A D D R E S S  B Y  T H E  M IN IST E R  O F  JUSTICE A N D  E D U C A T IO N  O F  T H E  B A S Q U E  G O VER N M EN T, 

D O N  )E S Ú S  M A R ÍA  D E  L E IZ A O L A , B R O A D C A S T  F R O M  “ R A D IO  E U Z K A D I", M A Y  4 ,  1937

You have just heard from incontrovertible sources how Guernica was destroyed by bombing 
and by fire. You have also heard for what Guernica stands to the Basques and to the entire world. 
It is now the moment to declare with energy and decisión who it was destroyed Guernica. Those who 
use lying propaganda as ihstruments oí war who used it repeatedly against France, England and Bel- 
guim from 1914 to 1918 say now that it was we, whom they designate «the red separatist» who des­
troyed Guernica. .

But a lie is soon overtaken it travels no faster than a lame man. You are now going to heartne 
naked truth from a man who used his influence oí his position to see that worship was not interrupted 
in the churches oí Buen Pastor in San Sebastián and the college oí St. Ignatius Loyola it is due to 
him that the churches oí Guipúzcoa with the expection oí those oí Elgueta and Eibar destroyed by 
the batteries oí Franco and Mola as soon as they were within their reach, are still intact. W ia t could 
afford more important evidence for our case, Guipúzcoa was taken by the faccLst but the Basques 
used all their influence to save it from destruction. Biscaya is in ruins because it has been deliberately
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destroyed by the faccist. r
As the minister of justice in the Basque Government I do not speak for myself but from tne 

authentic public documenta which pass through my department. One of my duties is to keep record 
of all deaths in Basque territory and to take testimony of all prisoners of war. I have the records ol 
those who died at the fronts, of those who died in air aids and of those seriously injured at Guernica 
who died after having been brought to the civil hospital at Bilbao. Let me give you two examples ot 
such persona: Modesto López Santos, age 56, died in the civil hospital in Bilbao from shrapnel wound 
' the abdomen on April 3oth, 1937. Julia Ibaibarriaga Aurre, age 34, died from shrapnel wounds in

j
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the head on May ist 1937. . j  *1,
These deaths were not caused by artillery; the front was more than twenty kilometers away and tner 

were great mountains between. They were caused by aerial bombardment. I could add to these examp cs 
íive hundred and ninty other who died here in Bilbao as the resulta of such wounds after Guernica- 

And who has attacked Basque territory from the air? The story of these borabardments is 've 
known. It was the same at Durango and at Arbazegui-Gefikaiz. A  squadron of scout planes appearea
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in the sky and flew over their objective, they were 
o lowcd by a squadron of bombing planes which 

tirst dropped powerful explosive bombs and later 
mcendiary bombs. When the pcople terrified íled 
from their homes into the streets, roads, and fields 
these peaceful inhabitants of the town were fol- 
lowed and mown down by machine gun fire from 
planes. People were killed whose only veneeance 
was as yon have already heard in this broadcast 
that they prayed forgiveness for their enemies

To whom may we ask did the fighting planes 
and botnbers belong, by whom were they piloted 
Since the offensive of March 3ist we have captured 
by chances of war two prisoners belonging to the 
enemy air corps. Here are their testimonies.

(a) The declaration of Walter Kienzle, age 
24 years, bachelor, profession engineer from Luei- 
vigisburg-Wurltenberg (Germany).
. Ibte^ogated by the special military tribunal 
in Bilbao he declared that he belonged to the Ger­
mán arrny up to the middle of January, holding the 
rank of first lieutenant in the air forcé; he worked 
as an engineer at Gruland in Westfalia, to the be- 
ginning oí February afterwards embarking at Kiel 
(Germany) for Spam where he landed at Cádiz on 
the i6th or i8th of February. He travelled in the 
Germán ship «lima» with Germán aviators. In Spain

- «  nn a lorry which had lost its way. ^  pnsoner when going to the front

at t h i l m ? ü t r l í ? h f  a í o v f a n d ^ t w  'vas made9o the Germán armv in whfcT he °  the same tribunal. Interrogated he said: that he belonged 
Aclonged the militarv school of avíation holding the rank of lieutencnt. Formerly he
p iv il aviator. He carne to Soain on the t'gMing planes. Previously he had been a
[leader but a pilot under Walter Kienale last from Hamburg. He was not a squadron
^perations on tliis front against our riositionc P^^t m the bombing of Durango but flew in the
Iquadron stationed at Vítor rdirt ilítrn » task was scouting at Vitoria. His
h  a volunteer but since te was “ '1 ^t Vitoria. He carne to Spain
Lera^s tetained his Services or that of a n /T h i s  S L w  avfatô ^̂  
his hanH ^ * declarations Walter Kienzle said: it was not

■found on W m f p o . s s e s s i o n .  The po.src^d  
Eng who altho K written to him but to his captain Carsten Har- 
nate to him Thl^ Holding the rank of captain was actually subordi- 

‘ authorizine his f at the bottom of the salvo conducto

Tlled in action w'^+n ^^rman nationality. Harling was
Fíesult of this that + pnsoner in Madrid and it was as a

AmnKf,,' ^ad taken over leadership of the squadron.
r  ■ »ot know^whaTf^d declaration Gunther Schultze Plank said; he did 

■ ■ Piiots were S ím iú  Hi? l'ad given, whether the planes and
Por d e cip h n ^ ^ ! although he knew that those at Talavera were. 
oaptain. Y o u tev  '"^ormation must be left to his
'ng planes at Vito ■ ®^vd that all the pilots of the twenty four íight- 
oi April la s fiZ  ° i th e  zqth
ot those operatinn?n‘r  P^^tP ng in Talavera were also Germán, the notes found í

Captain WuHhcr Kienzle 
squadron leader of chaser planes.
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Teniente

on the aviator gave the 
ñames of some o£ the pilots 
operating on the Talavera 
front on the zyth of íMarch:

Karsten Von Harling.
Walter Kienzle.
Droste Von Greisirt.
Feld Von Wieleit.

«Berlin-Rome, 9-22 to
1 4 - 55»; under date April 
7th «Rome-Seville, 7-45 to
15- 30». In a similar diary 
belonging to another oí the 
aviators we íind the follow- 
ing data. Under date April 
loth Seville-Burgos, 14-00 
there is also a memorándum 
of a parachute giving its 
description and its num- 
ber 2.992, another entery 
speaks of the e x c e lle n t

eHochste tre figenaiiigheit und slorungrefreies Arbeilen der Waffe bei madtger WaifenbeansprucUun  ̂
kehie bersager, keine Ausciehhemmungen, kein Abreiten von Httlsen, hochste Gleichmabigketl. 
m e qualitat dieser Patronen stellt eine Hochstleistung dar, die von anderen kaun jemats erreichx.
sber niemals uberlroffen wiis.» c  a-a, ■ ,
They hurí bombs at us and have the impudence to advertise the excellence of their quality. 
With such incontrovertible evidence before me I am able solemnly to affirm that it was Germán 

aviators who bombed Guernica. Whenever our territory has been attacked from the air, it lias always
been by Germán aviators. , . . 1  ai,,.,.

So, when the rebel wireless stations claim that none of their planes went up on Apnl 2óth, they 
are speaking no less than the truth. Their planes did not íly but those of their Germán masters di . 
This is the Work of your ARM Y OF UIBERATION. The beginning of liberation is their own enslawment 

I therefore address myself to world opinión and ask. Do you Christian Belgians remember t
destruction of the library of I-.ouvain? a • »

Do vou English democrats remember the sinking of the Lousitania.
Well, Guernica is an absolutely identical parallel to these atrocities. Their authors are

same: they are the Germans. , . 1. t i, „¡t„a- a(
And where did these bombing planes come from, who is it that hurls the bombs The piloG 

the fighting planes say they do not know but we know who pilots the bombing planes from the p 
themsleves. All the pilots of bombing planes brought down in Basquetemtory sincc the teginning 
the war, the last on April i8th, were Germán. Never not even as an exception has there been a bp
niard or a pilot of any nationality other than Germán. a. a a„ .iaoIS

Mere are some instances: from a Germán trimotor with five oceupants thrce were burnt to51 nH r.miid not be inclenu*
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s e  a u tor izo  l ib re  c ircu la ción  p o r  
to d o  e l  te r r i to r io  ocu p a d o  p o r  e l  
E jé r c i to  N a cio n a l. S e  ru ega  a tod as  
las a u tor id a d es c iv ile s  y  m ilita res  
le  p res ten  toda' c la se  d e  lacilid a d es, 
m a n H esíá n d ose a l m ism o  tiem p o  
q u e  d ich o  s e ñ o r  es tá  a u tor iza d o  a 

llev a r  arm as.
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and could not be indenti- 
íied. The other two were 
Karl Gustav Schmidt, 21 
years of age, natiye of Ros- 
tock, Germán. Adolph Her­
mana , natiye of Selsen 
Kierchen liying in Betlin, 
24 years of age, from a 
Germán bimotor with tluee 
oceupants all of whom were 
dead were taken documents 
which established their Ger­
mán nationality. There iras 
a passport, the particulars 
were: Nationality-Deutsche- 
Reich, Reisepass Nr ii K. 
7.137, Ñame des passinga- 
bers-Hans Sobotka. Staat- 
sangehotigkeit.

The contenta of 
passport show one journey 
only from Bcrlin to Ro®*
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there is a pólice stamp afixed in Berlin which gives authoritv to the holder 
following terms: Hans Sobotka. Valid for Spain. Chief of the o o Iic r P Iu ^  ^
with a break in Rome as may be seen from a staiíio on the ^  Í
Littorio. Aeroscala 6-4-37-XV. The Germand pólice could not help b u t ^ n X  that^^W k^^*’

Look at his diary. Look at the entries in contains one oí the covers of the diarv is incri-iK<, 1 -n 
the Germán impenal eagles whilst inside are some éxtremcly interesting notes for S S e  t t " ’iti

ío, tor the*;!*?:, i ,  peopte f r S S y  t ' w j

ou are responsible for the destruction of Guernica, you have permited Germán aviator to Lstrov it 
You may not have wishcd to see this destruction but you were powerless in the end to nr^vf^nt i-

open to yon. Cast from your territory those who dominate it». ^ ^
the w?rm gratitude to all those whose thoughts are with us in these bitter moments we feel

arm mflux of your sympathy. To our combatants on land sea and in the air we cry .Hold fast
the hour of struggle will be short for victory is near and 
that victory shall endure.

For our people: Rise.
For justice; Advance.
Gudaris, with invencible forcé be their avenging right

Kart Ousiav Schm it who lanúed in a parackute when his three 
engine bombee was brotight down in Bilbao, January 30ih

\  — ■

<f4l

Germán spy in 
liasque territory 
pointing out 
objectives to Germán 
piloi.
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Document carriel hy Oennan pilots 
whose two engine plañe tffis hroughl 
doim in fíilbno, April ISth. From 
data xn one oi the pilote noie-book it 
ñas been cstablishcd he flew from Fer  ̂

lióme, April Gihaxulfrom Home 
to Semlle, April 7ih, cvcn the time of 
the journey is giren.
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A n  ADDRESS BY d o n  BONIFACIO DE ECHE- 
CARAY, MEMBER OF THE ACADEMY FOR 
BASQUE STUDIES, BROADCAST FROM “RADIO 
EUZKADr, MAY 4 , 1937.

TH E UNIVERSAL SIGNIFICATION  
OF GUERNICA

Guernica was one of the most beautiful cities 
of Euzkadi. Its magnificent situation, the beauty 
of its buildings, its handsome squares and promt- 
nadcs, the importance of its industry, the probity 
and good spirit of its inhabitants, their cnjoyment 
of simple gaiety all contributed to make it the 
loveliest and happiest of our land. Above all it 
was a peaceful city— quiet and calm set amid a 
wonderful landscape surrounded by graceful hills 
and rivers leaping into the ocean.

Only upon one day in the week did this 
tranquility give place to excitement and stir. 
That was on market day, when the people carne 
in to solí their wares. It was on such a day as this 
suddcnly carne the tragcdy which offered up so 
many victims to the savage God of war.

The fire that suddenly glowcd in this quiet place wiped out not only its beautiful habita- 
tions and churches, but the valuable papers and documenta of its rich municipal archives. Car­
melo de Echegaray, my brother and master died among them. Behind a gentle and modest 
exterior was a great mind consecrated to Basque culture. He owned the finest library in our 
country, renowned for the number and quality of its books, rich in first editions, unpublished 
letters and a vast collection of material dealing with the history and folk love of our loved coun­
try. My brothers correspondence had been with outstanding personalities in all parts of the 
World, librarians scientist and men of letters. Nothing of this has been saved.

Yet something has been saved of Guernica. It is that which has given universal fame to 
our city— T̂he Tree— its is the symbol of Basque frecdom and there it stands upright before 
the house where the lawyers of the Señorío held their meetings. Though our city has yeilded to 
the ílames its dwellings though its streets are filled with the dust of its ruins, though from its 
squares and avenues the sad exodus of its people has taken place, still this, its most represen­
tativo spot, remains unharmed. Guernica is not the only village that has disappeared under 
the destruction of fire and case shot; it is joined by a chain of misfortune to many other Basque 
villages. Nevertheless, it is the wanton destruction of Guernica and all that such destruction 
stands for, that has shaken with fright the whole world. Our symbolic tree, enshrined in uni­
versal literature known the world over representa the love of our people for history and folk 
love. We are the oldest people in Europe yet we are still a simple people whose minds have not 
been corroded by power and insolence, who still can respect history and love simple things. 
Indeed we are a country full of legenda about our own origen and the story of our own migra- 
tion. According to a letter written to my brother by that celebrated English Vascophile Went- 
worth Webster it was a Biscaian Hero who carried to Scotland the yam of his political and social 
philosophy upon which the foundations of that country’s phylosophy were laid.

Many four stories are congregated around our sacred oak which in the early centuries 
exerted a mysterious duidical influence. In the course of the centuries the tree that projected 
its shade over so small a Circuit has extended and extended its boundaries and become at last 
the typical expression oí the freedom of Euzkadi.

The Beast of The Apocalipse has crossed through Guernica. It has killed her people level- 
ed her dwellings churches and work shops, harassed her fields. Yet is the most characteristic 
part of Guernica still standing. But even had it disappeared Guernica would Uve on for her 
soul is invulnerable. There was, until destroyed by the assesine bombs a painted glass case in the 
window of our historie hall it was the work of Adophus Giraud a famous artist and represen! 
the history of agriculture the Navy, Industry, Transport and Commerce. Between the last bvo, 
in parenthesis as it were, is one which shows the effect upon our country of the war of factions, 
its cost in blood and in its hindrance to the march of progress.
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Once more is our country rent by fratricidal wars. This bitter and painful episode is a 
parenthe^is The nnhappy days w ill pass and from the Ruins oí Guernica w ill ar^c anotLr 
cty  as smilmg as endeanng as she was. And with her Euzkadi shall livc again. S h ^ i l l  r c S

to the mpulse oí progress and the necds of the 
time; she will sing her past history and renew her 
hfe whilst nothing will be remembered of those 
peoples and countries who establised their laws 
upon the rule of violence and opression Guernica 
shall live again, Euzkadi be forever free and world 
democracy prevail.
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A n  ADDRESS BY T H E  P A R IS H  PR IEST O F  
G U E R N IC A , F A T H E R  E U S E B IO  D E A R R O - 
N A T E G U I, B R O A D C A S T  F R O M  “ R A D I O  
E U Z K A D I " ,  M A Y  4 , 1937.

Father forgive them for they know 
not what they do. Peace to all countries 
oí good will. It is a Basque priest who 
addresses himself to the whole world from 
the capital of Biscay.

On the midnight of Monday April 26 
many of my people proceeded by Fran- 
ciscan fathers walked in the road where 
greedy flames had devoured the village 
which was the epitone of their loveliest 
sentiments with arms ourstretched hearts 

fiiled with heavenly love they sang the Via Crucis and meditated upon the anguish 
sinners accumulated upon the martyr of Golgotha.

Guernica gone—in Raphaels biblical image, she cries aloud for her children 
and will not be comfortcd. But the Basque, the Basque who unites in himslef two 
loves—love of God, love of motherland— does not despair. He knows how to rise 
from his unhapiness he knows when the barbed arrow of misfortune has struck 
him to the heart that is the moment he must turn to the love and clemency of God.

This he tries to do although it is impossible to erase from his mind the mo- 
ments of anguished desolation when saw faccist planes, swooping to the level of 
the housetops, fling thousand of incendiary and explosivo bombs upon his beloved 
town; when he saw crashing roofs, trees and the demolition of his sacred temples; 
when saw thousands of his fellow townsmen suffocated, wounded and dead pay 
tribute to brutality, when he saw women and children terrified to death and trying 
to escape pursued by the machine gun of the airplanes. The Basque clergy know 
in this hour of anguish how to exalt himself above the agony of the moment. His 
heart fiiled with pain he administered in haste the last the most holy rites of he 
catholic faith to those who were in the tremours of death.

Guernica is gone; her homes—sanctuaries where parents framed the Uves of 
their children with the love of the crucified, trained them to foUow the dictates 
of conscience and duty—have disappeared. The church of Holy Saint John was 
food for flames. The enclosed church of Adrea Mari, so beloved of our people which 
has witnessed countless eucharistical ardours, where our young ones took shelter

sai
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and learned the great and transcendental truth, no more will she listen to the soft 
murmur of the souls who flew to her for their sustenance. Guernica is gone.

Her market with its endearing charm, where moved hundreds of Basque pea- 
sants selling their cattle, buying agricultural implements, no more can we smile 
upon this sympathetic spectacle. Those listening in to me, I tell you I have seen 
aU these things with my own eyes.

As Basque pnest, m this moment of anguish and desolation I ask for the com- 
passion of the worJd towards my country, my motherland Euzkadi. Homeless 
our churches destroyed our oun villages rayed to the ground we seek to hate no 
one. Amidst the anxiety of destruction neither hatred ñor desire for vengeance 
reside m the Basque hearts. That is why tJie Basque clergy in the moment when 
our oíd people, our women and our children eat the hard bread of bitter despair, 
ask of their Father in heaven but forgivene^s for thier enemies. We pray for those 
who destroyed Guernica, for the blindmen who trampled ehristian virtue, who 

destroyed a defenseless city who took the homes of thoii- 
sand upon thousands of humble people, who shot 

down women and children in their terri- 
fied flight from death. Father 

forgive them tliey know 
not what they do.
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A n  A D D R E S S  B Y  T H E  M A Y O R  O F  GUER- 

N IC A , D O N  JOSÉ D E  L A B A U R IA , B R O A D - 

C A S T  F R O M  “R A D IO  E U Z K A D I", M A Y  4 ,1 9 3 7 .

\

\
As the Alcalde, the legal representa- 

tive of the people of Guernica I could not 
be silent in these moments of pain and 
I come before the microphone to night in 
the first place to express my sincere 
appreciation of all those who víbrate in 
sympathy with us, against the monstroiis 
calamity which had overtaken the pea- 
ceful, the honest, the humble and indus- 
trious people of Guernica. I can tell the 
World the things I saw with my own eyes 

in Guernica. I take God as my witness when I affirm that my story absolutely 
corresponds with the reality of the tragedy, which the rebels now endeavour to 
dispel by lies so despicable, that they would place upon us the onus for the total 
and absoluto destruction of our town. I swear before God that aU I say is true
and corresponds absolutely with the facts.

Ufe in Guernica had been peaceful and calm even during these days of revo- 
lution. Even our political enemies, in spite of the atrocities committed by their 
rebel friends in Guipúzcoa upon venerable priests our brothers, inocent women 
and beloved aged people—our enemies. I say, have been treated with the utmost 
consideration and have shared with us the hberty and calm of hve in Guernica. 
They daré to speak of the cruelty and savage instincts of those who govern our 
country. Allow me to state the position as it exists in Guernica. There in response 
to our own impulses—the noble impulses of the Basque people—as well as out of 
respect to the suggestions of the Basque Government, there has been no single 
case of persecution of our enemies.

Something carne to enliven the town of Guernica. It was the establishment 
of three garrisons of Basque militia. It is a great honour for them and for me to 
testify before this microphone that their conduct was ever gallant and of such an 
exquisito courtsey as to win for them the love and confidence of the entire popula- 
tion with whom they shared the hazards of war. This is a picture of the tranquil 
life the people lived in the towm of Guernica.

trut
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The fateful day of April 26 was market day and there fore the town was crow- 
ded with peasants from surrounding villages some coming to sell cattle others to 
buy agricultural implements. We breathed the atmosphere of comradeship and 
Basque brotherhood. No one could suspect the tragedy which was brooding over 
our town, but at about 4 o’clock in the afternoon, there carne a plañe dropping 
nine bombs right in the heart of the town and causing the death of many innocent 
victims. We were carriying out our sacred mission of caring for the wounded when 
a very large number of bombers and fighting planes appeared and began to drop 
incendiary and explosive bombs. I can’t—it is impossible for me to give any picture 
of that indescribable tragedy. Panic, terror, cries, the imploring calis of the woun­
ded, the piteous spectacle of the dead and most painful of all the fact that we could 
do no thing to help one another, for those beasts who were flying the planes, pur- 
sued with ferocity, machine gunned without conscience everything which moved, 
bringing terror and death to thousands upon thousands of innocent victims

As the Alcalde of Guernica I affirm before the world as to the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth of the tragedy of Guernica.

The militiamen who were in Guernica that day were the same who lived among 
US so affectionately since the early days of the war. How could it be they who 
sowed destruction in our beloved town. On the contrary it was they who first suf- 
fered the consequences of the terrible bombing and it was they who diligently 
and lovingly helped the authorities to render first aid to the wounded in those 
heart rending moments. I wish to take this opportunity to express to them in 
ñame of the people of Guernica our appreciation of their humanitarian work.

No, a thousand time no, it was not the militiamen who set on fire the town of 
Guermca. If you will accept the oath of a christian and a Basque Alcalde, I swear 
before God that it was the Germán bombers who inequitiously destroyed our be­
loved town of Guernica until it disappeared of the face of the earth.

By fire Guernica has been razed to the ground but Guernica Uves on. Its sa­
cred tree wiU blossom each springtime, it will cali back its children; they will buüd 
their homes once more; the streets will be gay and happy and from their temples 
shall again rise the sound of their songs and prayers. Guernica, Symbol of Basque 
liberty, symbol, too, henceforward of the ferocity of international faccism, Uves 
on because Euzkadi Uves on.
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MAN SUBJECT, W HO MADE THE 
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RE THE POPULAR TRIBUNAL ¡

When the flane 
I  'piloted caught fire I 
descended in my para- 
chute and was made 
prisoner. I  was pilot- 
ing fighting plañe. I 
belong to the Germán 
army air forcé. I  en-
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Usted in the Tehel ayniy 
and was given the rank 
of lieutenant. On April 
I5th a certain Richard 
Racinojf told me I  i&as 
to come to Spain. I  flew 
from Berlín to Rome, 
and left Rome in an 
ofjicial plañe on April 
23. I  jlew over Guer- 
nica, hut when it was 
still standing intact.
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